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I do not print the whole text of Scripture, just enough words to show what is being commented on. I do this partly to save space, but mostly because I am convinced that it is most important for the reader to have God's Word in their hands, and to work from that. They can then use what I have written, to aid them in their own prayerful attempt to hear what the Lord has to say to them. Our fellow-Believers can help us to see the questions that need to be asked. Only God Himself can give us the answers, and He has promised to do that, Jn 16:12-14; Jas 1:4-8; 1 Jn 2:18-21.                                                        

 E. Read.

To make these notes Expositional, as well as Devotional, subjective responses to the reading of Scripture, I have tried to clarify the meaning of the Hebrew words, aided by W.E.Vine's Expository Dictionary, etc and given examples of other places where that word is used. The general pattern followed in setting out these notes:

VISITED/come to the aid of- Paqad- In CAPITALS, KJV, followed by niv in lower case, & in Italics the Hebrew as in Young's Concordance.

When you see "1st" it gives the first use of the word in the Hebrew text. Later use of the word can be expected to build on this usage and meaning. Other quotes clarify Scripture use of the word which is put in capitals.

23x etc= number of times English equivalents are used in KJV. LXX indicates the equivalent Greek words used in the Septuagint.
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INTRODUCTION

These studies have grown out of the frequent reading, and re-reading of the Scriptures with as open a mind as possible, expecting the Lord to reveal Himself, and His will, as He has promised. They are intended to encourage others to do the same.

By reading in a wide variety of translations one avoids being blinded by any prejudices of the translators, OR by the form of words used. But if you read these books in a variety of translations you may find the variations confusing. They need not be. 

The Hebrew text expresses the meaning in as few words as possible, but those words can convey more than one meaning. (This is a reason why the NT quotes aren't always identical with the words in our OT.) Isa 9:6 Everlasting Father has puzzled some people, as to them it seems to be saying that the Son given was also the Father. The Hebrew has simply Ad- Eternity. Ab- Father, which may mean the One born at Bethlehem is the Father/ Source of Eternity = He is GOD, or more likely, that from Eternity He is the Father/ Source/ Producer of Creation. The Eternal Word who at Bethlehem came into his own Creation - was made Flesh/ became man, Jn 1:14.

Translations such as the KJV that use italics for the words the translators supplied in order to make sense in English are most helpful. E.g. In Ps 19:12 The Hebrew has simply Cleanse thou me from secret . but Faults is obviously a good word to supply as it must balance errors in the previous line. Ps 21:12 is less clear Thou shalt make ready Thine arrows, upon thy strings against the face of them. The strings are bow strings, not harp strings, and the alternative given in NIV, When you aim at them with your bow is equally true to the Hebrew text.

The Hebrew language is strong in poetry and pictorial language. It reveals truth in vividly painted "Word Pictures," rather than in prosaic, precise "Photographs." Psalm 1 is typical of this. After a relatively straightforward statement about the pattern of living of the Blessed/ Happy/ Godly man, it goes on to give a vivid picture of the contrast between such a man - a tree flourishing by waters in their hot sunny climate - and the wasted life of the ungodly - mere husks blowing from the threshing floor.

Many words have alternative meanings, and sentence structures are often imprecise.  So, with Hab. 2:2 "He that readeth may run," "That a man may read swiftly," etc may be legitimate alternative translations, AND ALL convey the same idea. The message is to be written simply and briefly so as to be read at a glance, ready to be acted on and carried promptly to others. If the translator works strictly literally word by word, the result may make no sense to the modern reader, ignorant as we are of the thought patterns and proverbial sayings of the writer's culture. Thick Clay, in Hab 2:6 KJV is a sample of this. (This problem still occurs when a man  preaching through an interpreter uses colloquial/slang expressions – one was reported as saying that he was "Tickled to death to be there" meaning "delighted." His interpreter gave it as "he scratched himself till he died!") On the other hand substituting modern idioms involves a measure of guesswork, and may miss the main point of the original, or worse still make statements contrary to the general thrust of the text, or of Scripture as a whole. The "Good News" version seems to do both of these at times in its attempt to be simple and lively. (It is, I'm told, largely the work of one man G. Bratcher, and so at the mercy of his whims.  Other "One Man Translations," such as "Living Bible", have the same problem to some extent.)

SO, read a variety of translations, but never get bogged down with the details or variations when reading the O.T. or let them distract you from listening to the message as a whole. Much of the N.T. Greek, especially in the Epistles, records the message with photographic precision, so a close examination of words and phrases is both appropriate and rewarding. The O.T., however, must be treated like an oil painting. To examine details with a magnifying glass will show only blobs of colour. Although these represent elements in the revelation of God and His will accurately, they inevitably misrepresent the truth if they are treated in isolation. Instead, we must step back to the correct viewing distance from which the meaningless blobs fuse into a vivid picture of the whole truth God was conveying through the message. We do this by reading and re-reading a book such as Habakkuk AS A WHOLE, until the message comes alive as a whole, soaks into us, and we are drawn into fellowship with the writer in his situation, and share with him a fresher, fuller fellowship with God. Only then can the individual elements of the message be rightly understood and applied to our own lives. WORDS do matter, Mt 5:18, but note how the NT quotes from the OT have a sharp precision that was unclear in the vagueness of the OT. The OT was written with a wide enough meaning to contain in bud form what blossomed in the NT,

To call much of the O.T. "Poetic Picture Language," is not to disparage or devalue it in any way at all. ALL Scripture is inspired. ALL Scripture reveals God and His will in precisely the way He chose, and appropriate to the subject being dealt with and to the needs of the reader. Formal logic has its uses, but a vivid illustration/ picture speaks easily to a wide variety of people.  As to subject matter, much concerns the LOVE of God, and to reveal the nature and depth of love - even human love - may well require poetry, music, and poetic language. This becomes obvious if you try to convey to your loved one the expression of your love for them, in strictly scientific, literal, physiological terms alone.

RUTH - From Moab    -    ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND

The MOABITES were descended from LOT, Abraham's Nephew, who chose to waste his life in Sodom, a God-dishonouring total disaster for his family. The Moabites lived in the fertile hill country West of the Dead Sea, between their Ammonite "Cousins," & Esau's descendants, the Edomites.

Israel was told not to attack or try to dispossess them, Deu 2:9; 2 Chr 20:10, but Balak their King hired Balaam to curse Israel so he might defeat them, Num 22:1-6. Balaam had to confess that those God blessed could not be cursed, 23:8. However his advice, Rev 2:14, to seduce them into joining Moabite worship and associated fornication so that God would have to judge them, was successful, 24 000 Israelites being killed. Moab and allies, were in turn punished by an Israelite attack. Because of this, and their refusal to let Israel pass through their land, Judges 11:17-18, no Moabite was to be received into Israel for 10 Generations, Deu 23:3-4, virtually NEVER, as Neh 13:1. That this ban follows Deu 23:2 may link the ban with their shameful origin, Gen 19:30-38.

Judges 3 records Moabite oppression of backsliding Israel, and deliverance through Ehud. Later Moab had to pay tribute to King Ahab until Mesha rebelled, 2 Ki 3:4-5. [This piece of history was found recorded also on the famous "Moabite Stone."] 2 Ki 24:2 describes Moabite raids on Israel - Archaeology confirms their destruction of Arad fortress just prior to the Exile.

THE POSITION OF THE POOR & ALIEN IN ISRAEL

1. God, in all He does, is infinite, unchanging, and ever-present, righteous love, deeply concerned for the poor, the alien, the weak, lonely, and powerless, Deu 10:17-20. This is a blessing to us, as in spite of minor variations of degree we are ALL by comparison with/ in relation to HIM. poor, alien, weak, lonely, powerless - in desperate need of His Mercy, 

2. He is utterly practical, and wise. He KNOWS us. His Laws were simple, direct, and practical. They made obvious sense, and could be carried out in the poverty of scattered villages in a land lacking central authority. God blessed them with fellowship with Himself, and His Laws enabled all to show their Love for Him by showing love for their neighbour. The rich (Boaz) stood with Him without pride, in caring for the poor. The poor (Ruth) stood before Him and received that loving care, without shame, as from the Lord's hands. Rich and poor were secure under the wings of the Covenant Mercy of God. In His Law such help was "Righteousness." A man could not be righteous before God, or man, unless he shared with those in need what God had given him.

LAWS SUMMARISED 

1. Israel had known poverty and slavery in Egypt. God IN GRACE had helped them. All they had was a stewardship from Him, Deu 26:11-12. 

2. As His people they must treat those in need as He had treated them so that He could bless them, Deu 26:13-15; Ps 68:4-10, etc. 

3. He loved/ valued them all, so no family was to be allowed to starve, die out, or be separated from its inheritance. Deu 10:12-19 "And now O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God and walk in all His ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and soul- For the Lord your God is a God of gods, and Lord of lords, the great God, Mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality, and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing. You are to love those who are aliens, for you were an alien in Egypt." See Deu 24:17-18; Ex 23:9 also.

SPECIFIC LAWS WITH REGARD TO FOOD 

1. Gleaning- Lev 19:18; Deu 24:19-21. When the main crop of grain, grapes, or olives had been harvested, the rest was to be left for the poor, alien, fatherless, and widow. This was better than "Handouts," giving the poor the dignity of doing something to help themselves, and enjoying the fruit of their labour. Deu 23:24-25 made provision for the hungry poor to eat before harvest, but the only recorded use is Luke 6:1.

2. Tithing- Deu 26:12, The Lord's TENTH SHARE/ Tithe (Rent paid to HIM!) was to be given to the Levite, the alien, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat and be satisfied. During FEASTS, the good things were also to be shared with the Levite, poor. etc, Deu 16:14.

RELATIONSHIP TO THE LAW OF GOD 

(1) POSITIVE- Aliens could share in PASSOVER, Num 9:14, OFFERING, Num 15:14-16, TABERNACLES FEAST Deu 16:13-14, including 7th YEAR DEBT-CANCELLING, Deu 31:10-13, when all Israel was to come before the Lord, at His chosen place, to hear His Law read, learn to fear the Lord, and do His will. 

(2) Negative- Lev 17:15 Eating unclean food, 18:26 Detestable actions, 24:16, Blaspheming, 24:22 Killing man or animal, or maiming-"One law for native born or alien."

STEPS POOR COULD TAKE SO AS TO SURVIVE BAD TIMES.

BORROW MONEY- Lev 25:35-7, Money must be lent interest free, regardless of the likelihood of repayment, Deu 15:9 . Such debts were to be cancelled every 7th year. **1

SELL FAMILY LAND- Lev 25:23 onwards, "not permanently, because the land is Mine and you are my tenants." Redemption must be allowed, "because what he is really selling is the number of crops," Lev 25:16.

SELL SELVES- Lev 25:39-43. A man could sell himself as a servant until freed next Jubilee year. All family land was also released, so everyone was free to start again back in his own clan, on the land God had given his ancestors. Or, before that time, Lev 25:47-55, one of his relatives may redeem him, at the cost of hiring a servant to replace him for the number of years to the Jubilee. (Ex 21:2-11, gives an alternative, selling self till the 7th year debt-canceling.) If during that time his master provided him with a wife, she and any children stayed with the Master when he went free - OR he could volunteer perpetual service with the ear-pinned-to-the-door ceremony. Deu 15:12-18 emphasises the buying, rather than selling of a Hebrew slave/servant, so may refer to a son or daughter of a poor family, who personally had no choice in the matter. The situation of having married a slave of the household Ex 21:4 fits this. When released, a share of food, seed grain, and livestock was to be given them, enabling a fresh start to be made with a good chance of success. (A wife/concubine captured or bought for self or son could not be resold. Her full rights must be maintained, or if she was considered unsatisfactory, let go free, Ex 21:7-11; Deu 21:14.)

A CHILDLESS WIDOW (Deu 25) was not to marry outside the family, or be abandoned. Her Gaal- Kinsman-Redeemer- husband's brother/ closest male relative, was to marry her and their first son carry on the name of the dead husband, inheriting his property. This was the absolute right of the widow. Refusal by the Gaal to take up his responsibility required his public humiliation in a way not easily forgotten - the widow removing his sandal, so signifying her willingness to take the position of the humble servant-wife, who stooped to take the sandals off his feet, and wash them when he came home, Jn 1:27, 13:1-17, in public, and spitting in his face! (Expressing utter contempt for his failure to respond.) 

Her personal contempt, was supported by that of the Community, and behind that the contempt of God. The knowledge that it would be an unforgettable titbit of gossip for generations to come might well ensure compliance by those who would have preferred to look after their own interests instead. While it is lack of a male child that is stated, conditions under which daughters inherited are given in Num 36.

Footnote **1. The Hebrew word for interest is "BITE" Nashak, as borrowing put a man at the mercy of the lender. This may still be true in rural communities such as in India. The NT has the modern concept of money as capital lent to be productive. Interest is the "OFFSPRING" Tokos the money lent has "GIVEN BIRTH TO/ produced. "I would have had my own with INTEREST," Mt 25:27.

Such an arrangement may seem mechanical to us, showing little considerations for the feelings of the widow. While it did centre around the preservation of family name, and property, **2  it was also the most practical kindness to the widow herself. Her link with her husband's property remained unbroken by his death. As it passed on to any subsequent oldest child, its proceeds continued to provide for her through him, in old age. She remained within the community. Her status was formalised, and maintained, and she was not left to drift into starvation, prostitution etc, as in many communities. 

KINSMAN REDEEMER- Gaal- RIGHT/OBLIGATION TO REDEEM, etc- Lev 25: 25-38; 48-49 decreed no permanent sale of LAND, or Levites' houses/ gardens. (They had no farm land.) In walled cities right of house redemption lapsed in 1 year, Num 27:8-11. When there were no children the inheritance passed to the closest Gaal.

RIGHT/ OBLIGATION TO AVENGE MURDER, etc- Murder was never to be regarded with indifference, Gen 9:6. The right/ obligation of relatives to avenge murders or wrongs is customary where justice is not enforced by rulers. The Bible did not INITIATE this system, (Or the equally prevalent eye for an eye/ tooth for a tooth retaliation, which it also limits.) but limited its abuses by restricting the right to murder, and providing cities of refuge for the manslayer to shelter him until the killing was shown to be deliberate, Num 35: 6-34, etc.

GOD'S ROLE AS REDEEMER- In Gen 48:16 Jacob referred to God as being, The Angel that DELIVERED (Gaal) me from all harm. In Ex 6:6 God said to Moses I am the LORD, I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them and will REDEEM (Gaal) you with an outstretched arm and mighty acts of judgment. I will take you as my own people, and be your God.

The language in the Hebrew, text of RUTH is as simple as possible- far simpler than the KJV. If there is a choice of words, the simplest is used, and almost always it continues to be used. e.g. A certain man, a man, husband, are all simply ish. This simplicity is most appropriate to a story, told almost with the sweet simplicity of a well-remembered, well-loved children's story, retold by a child, for children. It has been suggested, the language comes from the time of the Kings, rather than that of the Judges. This may well be, for there would have been few scribes or readers in the turbulent earlier times. With the more settled times of the Kings, this orally preserved story from their family history would be recorded in its final form, with the pattern and words already polished by long retelling, retained. A child can enjoy and benefit from it, but the simplicity of its words, and lessons, without sophisticated word play, or "small print," brings us all a message that does our hearts good, which is - WE REAP WHAT WE SOW, BUT GOD CARES FOR THOSE IN NEED. 

Footnote **2. The position became complicated when many died, and must have been chaotic at the time of the Exile. Several lines may have had to have been preserved in principle by a single individual until sufficient descendants were produced for them to inherit the name and right of each line of descent- oldest line having first claim. Hence Shealtiel, and Zerubbabel appear in BOTH Matthew and Luke Genealogies.

RUTH       CHAPTER   ONE

1:1 JUDGES- The Bible records these as unsatisfactory times. Israel kept turning from God, forgetting all His goodness to them, and drifting into the moral and religious ways of the Canaanites around. God had to leave them to reap the bitter harvest of their sins, until oppression drove them to cry out for His help. Time and again they had to learn that if they chose to be just another Baal worshipping tribe, they must take their chances among their neighbours, and be at their mercy. The surrounding tribes were more firmly entrenched in their lands, better organised, and better weaponed. They could put an army in the field at short notice, or organise swift raiding parties to terrorise, and if they found weakness, begin permanent occupation. 

Recent Archaeological discoveries confirm that the Israelites had been driven back into the hills, and were farming small terraced fields cleared from the forest while the Canaanites flourished on the more fertile plains. [Obeying Josh 17:15, Go up into the forest and clear land for yourselves, but refusing to trust/ obey God for vs 18 though the Canaanites have iron chariots and are strong you can drive them out.] All the Israelites prayed for/ attempted, was to fend off raids on their small holdings. As the ceiling height of a typical village farm house was 5ft 3, it seems that they may have been stunted by poverty. With David's deliverances, these hill villages/ farms were abandoned promptly, as the Israelites were able to occupy the fertile plains.

"There was no king in Israel, every man did what was right in his own eyes," summarises life then. Enthusiasts for regimentation - political, or ecclesiastical - view this with horror. But it merely means that each individual or village was responsible personally to God, with no King to make him orthodox, or apostate, in his worship, and honourable or disgraceful in his morality. Apostasy brought oppression. Oppression in turn made it difficult to keep the Feasts and benefit from a teaching ministry from the Levites. But the concept "GOD IS OUR KING," Judges 8:23, was valuable, as was the response of direct dependence on God in distress "THEY CRIED UNTO THE LORD AND THE LORD RAISED THEM UP A DELIVERER, Judges 3:9, 15; 6:6, 7; 10:10, 14.) [These verses convinced me that New Testament Assemblies, are based on what God desires. When we honour HIM as Head of the Church He is free to honour our stand.] This direct dependence on God by the "congregation" of Israel ceased with the crowning of Saul. Note God's word to the last and greatest Judge - Samuel. They have not rejected you - They have rejected ME, 1 Sam 8:7.

FAMINE- Raab. Translated HUNGER Deu 28:48, 32:24. Used by God as a discipline to bring His people back to Himself. Elimelech had what he thought was a better plan.

BETHLEHEM- Bayith- house/place. Lechem- Bread/ food. Bethlehem was a fertile area. JUDAH- Praise. A Privileged tribe.

MOAB- Fertile because of its height, getting the last of the rain coming in from the Mediterranean on the East wind.

1:2 ELIMELECH- My God is King. NAOMI- Pleasant. EPHRATHITES- Ephratah- Fertility. The names SOUND Idyllic, but without obedient faith in God it was all an empty sham. There was famine in the house of bread and Elimelech was unwilling to trust/obey God and claim the rights of the poor in Israel. (OR to trust the Lord's people - the two are inseparable.) 

How sad today when Believers prefer to do business with, enjoy recreation with, or seek help from UNBELIEVERS, not so as to be a witness to them, but because "They're easier to get on with/ being friendly with them demands less of us." This is true, maybe, but God has placed us in the body of Christ with those He has chosen specifically, 1 Cor 12:12-26, with a view to our PRESENT growth, and ETERNAL joy, Eph 4:15-17, rather than our present pleasure that is a waste of time as far as eternal things are concerned. We need to build within our local church a real fellowship of love, and of speaking the truth in love, in Christ, AND USE IT. Discontented Elimelech goes to try his luck in a new land, among new people, under a new god. As always, he took his problems with him - and reaped sickness, death, and the extinction of their "EPHRATAH" family.

MAHLON- Sick. CHILION- Pining. Unlikely birth names, descriptive nick-names earned as they lived, as Saul's son ESHBAAL, became known as "ISH-BOSHETH" - "Worthless man!" 2 Sam 2:8; 1 Chr 8:33.

1:3-4 TOOK THEM WIVES. Simple terms used, daughters of poor families like themselves. RUTH- Appearance or Beauty? Even the poor have hopes/ dreams as they name their children. Ruth developed beauty of character, whatever her appearance.

1:5 WAS LEFT OF/without- Sarid. It has unpleasant associations, Num 24:19 is typical. Poor Naomi, in leaving God's land she lost all. It may not have been her choice, if it was the men's idea, but all going out from God ends in the disgrace of lost souls, or wasted lives. Our God-given responsibility to CHOOSE is to be taken seriously, and exercised in His sight, in the light of His word. Grace transformed the situation, but the witness of the cost - three graves in Moab - remained.

1:6-7 AROSE- by God's grace, and her choice, to RETURN. A simple word, but the only key that can open the door to blessing. Deu 30:2-3 When you/ your children RETURN unto the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to everything I commanded you today, then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes, have compassion on you and gather you again from all nations.
VISITED/come to  the aid of- Paqad.  Unlike the Do-nothing-nonentities, the "GODS," of the Heathen, Hab 2:19, etc, God intervenes on behalf of His people. Sadly, because of what people choose to do, it is often punitive and disciplinary. But Gen 21:1 God VISITED Sarah with the birth of Isaac. Ex 3:16. That, and His VISITING the Israelites to redeem them out of Egypt were two great landmarks of their history.

NAOMI AND HER DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW. However little in this world they had to leave, there was certainly less for the young women to look forward to in Israel. Their action seems to go beyond courtesy, probably indicating a genuine fondness for the older woman, and a trust in her. Ruth was also drawn to look beyond Naomi to her God as the source of what was good in her.

1:8-11 THE LORD- Jehovah/Yaweh. The I AM. Who IS and ACTS. Naomi refers to Him as if He were a reality in her life. DEAL KINDLY/show kindness to- Chesed. An important word in this book. Here it refers to the loyalty, tenderness, loving care and consideration “puts flesh" on the legal obligations of marriage and family. Naomi said they had treated her like that. REST- See 3:1. SONS TO BECOME HUSBANDS- as Gaal- Next of Kin.

1:12-13 TARRY/wait FOR THEM- Sabar- hope. IF She had a husband, IF able to bear a child, IF it was a son, IF he lived, IF they waited sixteen years - Naomi spells out the BITTER- Mara hopelessness of it all. THE LORD AGAINST ME- The bitterest thought of all. She had no hope in God. He seemed totally against her. She felt as Job felt.

1:14 CLAVE/cling- Dabaq. As in Gen 2:24 CLEAVE to his wife. In modern Hebrew can mean "Glue." Orpah did as she was asked, the reasonable thing, but her choice sent her back into darkness. Love isn't always reasonable, but it is often rewarding.

1:15-GO BACK TO YOUR GODS- Unspiritual? Certainly she could not point to her own life as demonstrating the blessing of worshipping the true God! Yet in a way she was wise, in doing what the Lord himself did sometimes, Lk 14:28, warning Ruth to count the Cost. Our God is A JUST GOD AND A SAVIOUR, Isa 45:21, NOT AN EASY OPTION.

1:16-18 INTREAT- Paga- To "FALL UPON" either to Kill, or as here, frantic, forceful pleading, falling on knees/ face- or the other person. LEAVE- Azab. Forsaking, abandoning, leaving behind and renouncing all claim on, divorcing. Used also of GLEANINGS, which are "LEFT." A noble spirited confession of commitment to Naomi in her loneliness/ bitterness, even with no prospect for herself, and a taking up of the LORD as her God, that still touches hearts, and challenges us to love and loyalty. STEADFASTLY MINDED- Amats. A good word - Joshua's one, Deu 31:6 etc Be strong and of GOOD COURAGE!

1:19-20 CALL- Qara- to call out loudly, to shout. This reflects the excitement of the women of the village at her return. "Stop shouting and crying out said Naomi! Pleasant! Pleasant!, there's nothing PLEASANT, about my returning or my state. Shout MARA! BITTER! BITTER! That's what my life has been, that's what my return is! That's all there is to get excited about! ALMIGHTY- Shaddai, God as the ALMIGHTY, ALL-SUFFICIENT, ALL-PROVIDING God. **3  This contrasts with Mara. 
1:21 FULL- or fulfilled, with husband and sons.  EMPTY- Reqam 1st  Gen 31:42 Jacob said You would have sent me away empty. Some years ago a Christian woman asked my wife for help. She had crippling headaches and remorse, living with a selfish godless man, having her children come to her at week-ends only. Looking back at her years in Assembly fellowship with her husband, and knowing she had left him because she wanted to spend money on having “fun,” and he insisted on paying off the house mortgage first, she said bitterly "How could I have been such a FOOL!" Naomi knew that bitterness. Naomi's PLEASANT life, ended when they turned FROM God instead of TO Him in the test of hard times, forcing the God of unchanging RIGHTEOUSNESS and LOVE to leave them to reap what they sowed - barren bitterness. 

1:22 BEGINNING OF HARVEST- In Bethlehem the new harvest was coming in, but for them a new sowing of faith/ obedience was needed if they were to benefit. Would she prefer to cling to her discouraged bitterness? When Orpah and Ruth set out to come back with her 

Footnote **3. Shaddai seems to come from Shad- Breast. This pictures God as lovingly providing for His people as a mother's breast provides all that her new baby needs. Some suggest Shaddai comes from Shadad- Powerful, but in Scripture Shadad is used only of the cruel, violent predatory power of robbers, etc, Job 12:6; 15:21; Ps 17:9; 137:8; Isa 15:1; 16:4, etc. It's used of those who "Spoil"- destroy and loot cities in Jer 4:13, and 23 more times  in Jeremiah. 

   she discouraged them, saying she was worse off than they were. Her God was real, but more dangerous than an idol, for HE, as she said, was AGAINST her, 1:13. (He was, in fact, FOR her, AGAINST her sin, only.) The news of this good harvest had drawn her back - as news of God's blessing to His people raises our hopes. God gives new seasons, new days when he pleads for a response. BARLEY, hardiest/ earliest crop there, and cheapest food.

CHAPTER 2

2:1 KINSMAN/relative- Gaal- In Bethlehem, with the right to redeem, and the ability. He was a MIGHTY MAN of standing- Geber OF WEALTH- Chayil- from Chai- Life. The word means more than mere wealth. It means a man of substance, importance, a worthwhile citizen and person. Someone who lived the role to the full, and worthily represented it. Of a soldier, it meant VALIANT.)

NAME- Shem- Name AND reputation- To call on the NAME of the Lord is to come to God asking Him to be to us what His NAME says He is. BOAZ- Strength- a fine name, but like Elimelech, would his name prove an empty boast? If Boaz, could meet their needs - would he? In the time of the Judges he was answerable to GOD alone - but was he GODLY? He was God's provision, Yes - but would Ruth and Naomi have the FAITH to claim it, do something about it? Today it's good to hear that a neighbour is a Christian, or that God's Church meets in a neighbouring building, BUT WILL THE NAME PROVE FALSE? or TRUE?

2:2 RUTH SAID LET ME GO.. AND GLEAN/pick up left over grain- Why not Naomi? She had been able to walk from Moab, surely she could walk out to a field and glean for a while - or at least introduce Ruth to relatives and ask consideration for her. Sometimes FAITH, held fast in the darkest times, fails, just as the answers to prayer are within reach. It seems she was too discouraged, too busy being bitter about the way God had treated her, and too busy complying how bad life had been, to be able to give God a chance to bless her, or her neighbours a chance to help her. It's sad that sometimes we can resent people offering to help us, or encouraging us to pick up the threads of life and get going again. Sickness etc can become a valued excuse for not taking responsibility - Remember our Lord's question to the paralytic Are you willing to be made whole? If he was healed he would lose the privilege of being sorry for himself, of having an excuse for avoiding responsibility, his excuse for grumbling and looking for pity. BEWARE! 

GRACE/favour- Chen  to be pleasant and agreeable. Ruth was not demanding rights, which were arguable, but hoping that someone would be gracious as she stepped out in faith responding to God's Law. Ruth acted so as to make it easy for others to be gracious to her. (The Grace and graciousness of God is expressed by a special word Chanun. It's one of His Names Ex 34:6.)

2:3 GO AHEAD- Naomi said. When our young people are prepared to go out and attempt something for the Lord, we can at least be like Naomi! As His children take their first stumbling step of faith we cannot foresee the outcome, but we know it pleases the Lord, and that in obeying Him we are placing ourselves in his Generous Hands.

2:4-5 BLESS- Barak- To bless, be blessed, kneel. God's Blessings are obtained/ received on our knees, and can never be earned or repaid. 1st  Gen 1:22 God BLESSED them- be fruitful. Certainly "Goodbye/ God be with- God bless," can be empty husks of words, yet there is a value in the reminder that God IS in all things and it is right to bring Him into them by our choice of words. SERVANT/foreman- Naar- Strictly speaking "YOUNG man," but any male servant is so called even if a "Lad" of forty, as this man may have been.

2:6-7 CONTINUED/worked steadily- Amad- to stand, stand firm, continue faithfully. Ruth made it easy for others to show "Grace" to her, by showing that she valued what grace offered, and was prepared to make good use of it.

2:8-9 ABIDE FAST/stay- Dabaq, as in 1:14. Boaz shows his Gracious character. She is WELCOMED, appreciated for claiming her privileges as an alien under God's Law, Deu 24:19-21, even though she was a Moabite. She is not merely tolerated grudgingly, but made to feel a valued part of the team for the whole season. The men cut the stalks of the grain. The women tied them into bundles to be loaded on donkeys or carts to go to the threshing floor. Heads of grain broken off the straw, etc needed to be picked up/gleaned individually.

2:10-12 WHY HAVE I FOUND GRACE/such favour- Ruth voices appreciation of the Grace shown, and Boaz reminds her that he is acting on behalf of his LORD under whose wings she has come to trust/ place herself for protection. This protection was symbolised by the CHERUBIM WINGS over the Mercy Seat where the Atonement blood was sprinkled and God met and fellowshipped with His people, and reached out to bless them, Ex 25:17-22. Mt 23:37 records the Lord's grief that Jerusalem refused such shelter.

2:11-13 LEFT- Azab-see 1:16. RECOMPENSE/repay- Shalam- primarily to work out to completion and perfection. God does this in all things for those who place themselves in His hands. TRUST as Ps 34:8 Blessed is that man that TRUSTS in the Lord. COMFORTED- FRIENDLY/Kindly - Lit. "Your attitude has spoken to my heart." LORD- Adon- Master, or owner of a slave or servant. Adonai is used of God as Sovereign Owner and Ruler of His people.

2:14 BREAD MORSEL DIPPED/dip- Bread dipped into sour wine, was more appetising than dry bread, thirst quenching too maybe. Oatmeal, salt and water was the harvest drink of my childhood. PARCHED CORN- Boaz and his workers enjoyed the harvest right away - fresh soft grain, treated rather like “pop-corn,” so as to be enjoyably chewy. Ruth is given enough for herself and Naomi. The LAW said nothing about food or even water for gleaners, Grace delights to Give, and the God of grace is honoured by the grace shown by His servant Boaz.

2:15-19 REPROACH/embarrass- Kalam- Don't make her blush - either with unseemly personal remarks, or remarks about her "scrounging." Considerate protection - a young, foreign widow, was trebly vulnerable. OF PURPOSE- Shalal- Plunder. Grace goes far beyond what LAW demands, she's to be allowed to "plunder" more than the Law required. EVENING- Ereb- technically sunset. Glad overtime, threshing what she had gleaned. EPHAH- About 3/5 of a bushel= 22 litres = 5 Kg.. Enough to keep two poor widows alive for a week at least. WHERE? BLESSED BE HE/the man- Naomi was amazed that Ruth had gathered so much. The reason was of course the kindly intervention of BOAZ.

2:20 THE LORD bless him. He has not stopped- Azab- To divorce, or forsake. showing HIS KINDNESS- Chesed- the Covenanted MERCY of Ps 118 etc. to us the LIVING, and to the DEAD- The men of the family who are no longer able to look after us. How much RICHER that is, than just saying "What good luck!" Giving thanks to God does involve us taking a humble/ dependent/ appreciative place, but thanking and praising God for His goodness lifts us up into blessed personal fellowship with Him the Giver. That is the richest sauce we can put on the food God gives us, and makes the blessings of everyday life a bridge to Him. THE MAN IS NEAR OF KIN/close relative- Gaal- A Kinsman-Redeemer, a relative with the right to redeem us.

2:23 So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz  TO THE END- She made full use of what Grace provided. That isn't automatic, or effortless, but God blesses it. The more graciously we are treated, the less appreciation and effort we may respond with. Boaz's generosity may well have meant that less faithful work could have provided their minimum requirements. May we respond vigorously to God's provision, not content with "sufficient grace to keep soul and hell apart" as an old comment ran. THEY HAD NOW SUFFICIENT FOOD TILL NEXT HARVEST. WAS THAT ALL GOD HAS FOR THEM?

CHAPTER 3

3:1 SHALL I NOT SEEK REST/A home- Manoach, from Menuchah 1:9. NOT inactivity, rest from labour, or a life of ease, but SECURITY in which to function to one's best, live life to the full, be and become what God made one for. In 1 Chr 22:9 God promised David that his son would be a man of REST, and build the Temple. In Psalm 95 the Lord lamented that Israel had refused His offer Today if you will hear my voice, and so could not enter His REST. When we, respond to the Lord's invitation to come to Him and find REST to our souls, it is to share His yoke, learn of Him, and enjoy the BUSY Rest of fruitful fellowship.

3:2-6 The Naomi strategy was more Jacob-Cunning than Faith it seems to me. It's right to make the best of ourselves and our opportunities so as to make it easy for others to co-operate in doing God's Will, but Naomi doesn't ask God's help or guidance. WASH, ANOINT- An archaic word, restricted now to coronations, etc. /Perfume- Is going too far. In an age of expensive, natural perfumes, a widow such as Naomi wouldn't have any. A wash down, and olive oil rubbed into a skin made dry by a long days harvesting in a dry, windy climate, and fresh clothes put on, is what is described.

Ruth did as she was told. Boaz was taking advantage of the cool wind of evening to winnow some of the harvest on the threshing floor of hard packed earth, on some high, dry, exposed piece of level ground. He would need a small fire, to give sufficient light to work by, and so would be seen clearly by a watcher unseen in the shadows. She would not be likely to fall asleep! There is no mention of others working with him - THEY had the hot hard work of reaping and carrying in the harvest. The owner might well have enjoyed doing the winnowing as HIS share of the work. Certainly it made sense for him to be the one who spent the night at the floor guarding the harvest. Even the most faithful servants would have relatives, and relatives might want a dishonest share.

3:7 MERRY/in good spirits- Yatab- To feel well, or good. KJV goes too far. Here it describes the sense of well being which followed successful and satisfying work, and adequate refreshment. He did not wake up with a hangover, nor did an exotically perfumed Ruth take advantage of alcoholic cheerfulness!

3:8-9 AT FEET- The position she had taken, under the edge of the blanket/ cloak at his feet symbolised/ acted out what she said to him. He had spoken of the WINGS of the Lord under which she came to shelter. She uses the same word KANAPH when she says SPREAD THY SKIRT/the corner of your garment- Kanaph, OVER THY HANDMAID/me since you are my kinsman-redeemer- Gaal- Take me under YOUR wings, as my kinsman to whom I have the right to turn. The place at his feet symbolised the role of servant/ wife, rather than CHOSEN BRIDE, with the right to be at his side.

3:10 The Lord bless you my daughter.. SHOWED MORE KINDNESS- Chesed again. The RIGHTNESS of her action is acknowledged and appreciated. He speaks of her action as showing a favour to HIM rather than a claim on Grace to be acceded to grudgingly. He seems to have already given some thought to the matter, but considered that she was more likely to want to marry a YOUNG man. Even the poorest of such would be more companionable than he, as an older man. By the end of the harvest she may have no longer been seen as a despised foreign widow, but as a prospective wife capable of constant, patient, thorough work. Kindness, modesty and worthwhileness of character also commended her. In a sense Boaz had given her the chance to rise above the need for him! But Chesed- Covenant kindness/ loyalty to her husband's family required marriage to a Gaal so as to preserve her husband's name and inheritance. Sadly those lifted out of the mud may show their "thanks" to the Saviour by becoming cold in heart towards Him and those who reached out to them with the Gospel, when their need ceases to be desperate. WESLEY wrote "We preach the Gospel, and see a drunkard converted. Having thus set him free to live soberly and work well, within 10 years he has so risen in the world that he is ashamed to be seen attending our Chapel. Instead he claims for himself membership in the established church, and we have to start all over again with a new drunkard." 

3:11-12 VIRTUOUS/ of Noble Spirit- Chayil. KJV is true, but inadequate. Chayil, as used of Boaz in 2:1. Here in her female role she is acknowledged to be making good use of what God gave her - being successfully what God made a woman to be.

3:17 TARRY- He was willing to be her Gaal. LIE DOWN- Everything must stand still at this point. It was totally wise that she remain until it was light enough to find her way home safely, but not light enough to be seen and recognised, and she must keep her coming to the threshing floor secret. Her reputation His reputation, and the rights of the closer Kinsman were all safeguarded by this action. It is not enough to have a clear conscience. We too, must not let our GOOD give rise to EVIL talk, Rom 14:16. SIX MEASURES OF BARLEY- Having set her mind at rest about HERSELF, Boaz acts to assure Naomi that she is remembered and will be provided for.

3:18 SIT STILL- Faith having claimed the promises of God/ asked for the Covenant Kindness of the Kinsman Redeemer, has done all it can. It honours HIM by accepting His Word, leaving everything to HIM.

CHAPTER 4

4:1 GATE- Where people met and did public business. Boaz conformed absolutely and carefully to the Law of God. This pictures to us the absolute security, and unsullied holiness with which Our Kinsman-Redeemer provided RIGHTEOUSLY for our Redemption. His words, actions, and attitudes perfectly fulfilled the LAW. He met all the requirements of God's Holiness. His birth, His life, His death, His resurrection, were ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES, 1 Cor 15:3-4.

4:2-6 I WILL REDEEM, becomes I CANNOT REDEEM when Boaz as a true Gaal insists on Ruth being granted her full rights under Law, or the right to redeem be given up. It was one thing to pay the mortgage debt off the land, and add it to his family estate. But the Law required him to pay the cost and HAND IT ALL OVER TO RUTH'S SON for it to continue in Elimelech's name and family. If we look for pictures in the OT we may see this man as representing the LAW, which had first claim on the right to SAVE MEN, but having proved powerless to do so, we are passed on to the One who alone can meet our desperate need, and by becoming human, has the right to save us. IF salvation was possible under LAW, both LAW and the OBEDIENT LAW-KEEPER would have had grounds for boasting. LAW forfeited any claim on us when it failed to save. GRACE, at cost to itself, redeems the worthless, who will never be able to repay what they owe, Gal 3:17-29.

4:7-10 SHOE REMOVED- A pale, polite shadow of the Law of Deu 25:7-10. Boaz makes the FORMAL PROCLAMATION before ten witnesses, and so established absolutely that he was taking up the full rights and responsibilities as Gaal, and committing them to ensure that it was done. NAME NOT CUT OFF/ PERISH- So our "Gaal" redeemed us, Jn 3:16.

4:11 THE LORD MAKE- Pious politeness or genuine good wishes? Hopefully both. But the actual outcome of this action of Boaz - or from simple, kindly, actions of obedience today - could not be measured. "The acorns on an oak tree can be counted but not the oak trees in an acorn." Look what hung on the birth of Isaac! The answer of Rebekah, Gen 24:58! Moses decision to see how his relatives were doing, Ex 2:11! SOVEREIGN GRACE ABOUNDS over Elimelech's unbelief and disobedience in going down to Moab. Naomi's repentance brings her back to Bethlehem, even if her attitude was not very blessable. Ruth's clinging to Naomi, and her willingness to step out in Faith as a Gleaner. Boaz's God-honouring kindness to a foreigner, and willingness to carry out the responsibilities set out in the Law, place them together on that highest roll of Fame this world knows - That of the chosen ancestors of THE KINSMAN-REDEEMER of the whole world!

4:13-22 And so it works out. God grants the miracle of conception/ Parenthood, to Boaz and Ruth - although Ruth seems to have lived for some years with her young husband, childless. NAOMI'S SON? Technically yes, he counted as Elimelech's heir, so was under her care. Bitter and empty no longer, she busies herself to do all that she can for her miracle Grandson. I hope your grandchildren seem a miracle of God's grace to you - ours are, I know, well worth waiting for! Let's NOURISH them with human kindness AND our prayers - there is no barrier possible against THAT kind of interference by grandparents, although every other kind has its problems. 

RUTH, by nature a "Less-than-Nothing-Moabite, girl" is acknowledged now as being better than any Sons could be, a God-chosen link in the chain of blessing. Perhaps it's no wonder Angelic Beings view with amazed interest, 1 Pet 1:12, (or gnash their teeth in frustration if Rebels) as they see what the Grace of God attempts, and sometimes achieves - if we don't decide that our allotted small part is not worth working at! 

God grant us the grace to remember that ALL of us are on view ALL the time, and His reputation is at stake, Eph 3:10. As we read the Bible we find things we can't make sense of, and no wonder, as mere fallen humans invited to know GOD and His ways. Deu 29:29 assures us that in God's Sovereign kindness there are "SECRET THINGS" in Scripture and Life which we must leave in His hands. But, all that is revealed is ours, for the asking, seeking, and finding. Things in Scripture that puzzle us may be God inviting us to a Treasure Hunt, so keep asking Him. [Those outside Scripture may well be Satan's Red Herrings.] Mature fellow-believers who won't be disturbed by your raising the matter, may gladly join you. Difficulties in Scripture and Life are often DOORWAYS through which God can come to us, and we to God.

In this connection 3:10 puzzled me - The KINDNESS of Ruth to Naomi, and Boaz to Ruth was obvious. But the nearer Kinsman saw no KINDNESS in being asked to take up that role. Then I was told "Chesed isn't ordinary kindness, but the KINDNESS provided under a Covenant, such as the Lord's MERCY/ STEADFAST LOVE/ COVENANT KINDNESS, of the Psalms, that endures for ever." At a homely level it is patterned by the loyalty/ kindness which is the grace of marriage and family life. The LEGAL obligations of the MARRIAGE COVENANT are only a dead, cold skeleton without the LOVE, the kind thoughtfulness, the reliability, the warmth of family affection. Parenthood places us in a similar covenant with our children. Parents EXIST to care for their children, and loyalty within that role can be fulfilling. SO, when a small boy is cleaned and dressed up, ready to go out with mother, and told to stay that way, AND "forgets" and ends up in a mess, she is disappointed, and perhaps must punish. BUT HOW DISAPPOINTED SHE WOULD HAVE BEEN if he ran to the neighbours for help to get clean again!

SO why are we reluctant to go to the Saviour for help! He has in abundance all we lack. We are weak, foolish, fickle, shallow, impatient, rebellious, prone to sin - childishly so. We ARE children. The GRACE that brought us to God is a covenant guaranteeing to bring us to Heaven. THAT is only the strong skeleton of Salvation. Its heart warming flesh and blood is the COVENANT KINDNESS/ MERCY that seeks our moment-by-moment fellowship, and provides moment-by- moment care to maintain it. To run confidently to Him at the Throne of Grace, promptly, thankfully, in all our need, (and equally in our joy and thanksgiving,) shows the true "Spirit of Sonship" that cries "Abba, Father," Rom 8:15. It honours and brings joy to the One who LOVES US AND IS TOTALLY COMMITTED TO US. It is insulting to God to say "Oh I don't BOTHER HIM about anything that is not desperate!" That at the moment we do not DESERVE His help, cleansing, forgiveness, is irrelevant - we never did. There is grief in Heaven over our every sin. It IS a shame and a disgrace, but that only makes the need for it to be dealt with the more urgent. That We fall so far short of being the perfect children of the PERFECT FATHER is nothing to be proud of, or to be surprised at. The needs of a baby or toddler are matched by the heart instincts and cultivated skill of a good mother. Infinitely more adequate for our needs is our Wise, Holy, Righteous, Loving, Powerful Eternal Saviour.

Naomi was sure she had come to a dead-end of bitterness, but, there are no dead-ends for those who are willing to trust the Lord, and step out in obedient faith with Him. Instead there is a door opened into "REST" as set out in Hebrews 4. This will be clear to us at the story's END, when Faith gives place to sight. Meanwhile FAITH honours and pleases our FAITHFUL "Kinsman Redeemer" God, and He honours it. "Feelings come and feelings go, and feelings are deceiving. Our surety is the Word of God, naught else is worth believing," Luther. Therefore stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourself fully to the work of the Lord because you know that your labour in the Lord is never wasted, 1 Cor 15:58.

HABAKKUK

INTRODUCTION 

THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH, is the heart of Habakkuk's message. When Paul takes up this theme he contrasts it with attempting to live in fellowship with God by human effort and the works of the Law. He also contrasts living by faith and by sight. Luther showed how those words could transform individual lives, and the life of whole nations. But Habakkuk gives us the setting, the matrix of this truth - how an individual can and must live in simple dependence on God - on what he knows God to be - in the face of all the wickedness, insecurity, personal and national distress and loss around him. Or that the world, flesh, and Devil can throw at him. We may be tempted to treat the words "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH" as a dry, legal, doctrinal statement only - a proposition that if accepted and adhered to will bring us to Heaven automatically. That is nonsense. It was a matter of real life to both Paul, or Luther, not a mere matter of Doctrine. And, Habakkuk's message conveys to us the desperate distress and confusion crowding in upon the man and threatening to drown him, and his turning to the Lord in his distress. In this he demonstrates by his life and testimony the glorious, new-found truth, that as Mosaic Law, Aaronic Priesthood, and Davidic Kingdom, crashed to failure,  he - and all others that God calls "JUST" - would continue to LIVE BY FAITH in the FAITHFUL GOD. And, that those committing their lives to the unchanging God are enabled, amid all loss, to "REJOICE IN THE LORD," and live secure in His joy, both now, and forever. "HALLELUJAH!"

What then does it mean TO LIVE BY FAITH? As you read this book it will be obvious that at every turn of the road Habakkuk FACED GOD with his complaints, questions, problems, pleas, and praises. To live by faith is to live a God-oriented life. A life that looks to God, trusts Him, obeys Him, lives in fellowship with Him. So, Abraham BELIEVED GOD AND IT MADE HIM RIGHT WITH GOD; and he went on to live in fellowship with God. In all ages that is how the justified BEGAN the life of the "JUST," and how they continued to live it. And, of course, a God-oriented life is also a holy life.

Some called the Pre-Reformation age "The Age of Faith," when all of Christendom bowed to "the rule of God through His Vicar, the Pope." Well, yes, disobedient Kingdoms were placed under an "Interdict," and until they submitted to the Pope, no-one in them was given Christian Marriage, Burial, Christening, Communion, "Forgiveness," etc.  Superstitious “faith" accepted that unchristened infants dying were doomed to Limbo, and that people dying without the rites of the church would suffer many extra years in Purgatory. Stubborn men such as King John of England, soon paid up. And it did become largely a matter of MONEY. The Church Bishops etc in Germany, had paid a fortune for the sole right to "Sell Forgiveness of sins" by setting penances. The Pope's breach of contract (to finance the building the cathedral of St Peter's in Rome,) in sending Tetzel into their territory, hawking on commission, cut price, no-questions-asked forgiveness (it could be prepaid before the sin was committed apparently,) infringed their monopoly. With Tetzel's sales lines "The moment the coin hits the bottom of the box the soul is released from purgatory," "My work has saved more souls than Peter and Paul put together," he was definitely unfair competition. Luther's indignant protests at the MORALITY of such "hawked Indulgences," found a very widespread support in the community. His ruler, the Elector of Saxony, had no fear of the Pope's anger. As a fanatical buyer of "Holy Relics" of the "Wood-from-the-Holy-Cross," "Wing-feather-from-the-angel-Gabriel-dropped-at-Mary's-feet" variety, he had been told that thereby he had gained thousands of years exemption from Purgatory.

So, negatively, the PROTEST against the abuse of Papal power, which earned the name PROTESTANT, opened ears to the positive message "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." Luther in the joy and confidence of being right with God, in Christ, by faith, proclaimed that truth, boldly, joyfully, and persistently. The "Dark Ages" of European History, when all had been magic, mystery, and Latin, were shattered. The right to read God's Word in their own language was established. (In England, not long previously, the "Church" had punished a Nobleman by making him stand barefoot in burning coals for the "sin" of teaching his children and servants to say the Lord's Prayer in English!)

Freedom and responsibility before God laid the foundation for personal, religious, educational and political freedom - plus business success, and scientific progress. What our modern world has done with that freedom is often a disgrace - It hacks away at the Gospel tree that bears these freedoms, and they are withering as a new "Dark Age" descends on the world. But, we can Praise the Lord, and acknowledge our debt to Luther, that freedom to publish the Good News that The Just shall live by Faith, remains, and all who respond are set free to see the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, as they step out JUSTIFIED, to LIVE BY FAITH.

1:1 HABAKKUK- The name may mean Embracing, or be a Babylonian word for a garden plant. BURDEN/Vision- Massa- 1st used Ex 23:5 The ass lying under his BURDEN. Num 11:17 the Elders would Bear the BURDEN of the people with Moses, and in 1 Chr 15:22 of the SONG (BURDEN/ responsibility of each song leader.) The 1st time Massa used to describe a message received by a prophet concerning an individual or a nation seems to be Isa 13:1 - The BURDEN of Babylon, which Isaiah the prophet did see. Note-a BURDEN in this sense is SEEN by a prophet. It conveys to him a message, an exercise of heart, plus responsibility regarding it. (Although the word is not used in Jonah, his experience illustrates the idea.) In Jer 23:32-40 the Lord complains they used the expression The BURDEN of the Lord, lightly. He forbids it, saying Every man's word shall be HIS OWN BURDEN, (responsibility, for which he must answer to God) and that God must forsake, exile, and shame them.

PROPHET- Nabi- see note on Haggai 1:1. SEE- Ghaza- To see. 1st used Ex 18:21 Thou shalt PROVIDE out of all the people, able men. Ex 24:11 They SAW the God of Israel. Prov 22:29 SEEST thou a man diligent in business. So, although used of SEEING a vision, it may simply mean that it REGISTERED ON THE PROPHET'S UNDERSTANDING, whether visually, or otherwise.

1:2-4 DISTRESSED AT THE VIOLENT LAWLESSNESS AROUND HIM IN JUDAH & JERUSALEM (among GOD'S people, in GOD'S city) HE TURNS TO GOD TO ASK HOW LONG THIS IS TO GO ON – SAYING IN EFFECT "WHEN ARE YOU GOING TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT, GOD?"

1:2 HEAR/Listen- Shamea- In Gen 3:8 They HEARD the voice of the Lord means they heard although their response was negative. But when it says that God HEARD, Gen 21:17 is typical - God HEARD the voice of the lad, and took appropriate action. When God HEARS He does something appropriate about the situation.

SAVE- Yasha- 1st  Ex 2:17 Moses stood up and HELPED them. Ex 14:30 The Lord SAVED Israel. by the Red Sea flowing back. Come quickly and SAVE us. (Gibeonite's plea, Josh 10:6.) 1 Sam 10:27 How can this man (Saul) save us. Finally in the Messianic Kingdom Jer 23:6 Judah shall be SAVED, and Israel dwell safely.

1:3 SHOW ME/Make me look at- Raah- To see. 1st  Gen 1:4 God SAW the light that it was good. Sometimes physically, Gen 27:1 Isaac's Eyes were dim, he could not SEE. Or, just conscious awareness of a fact/ situation Gen 16:4 Hagar SAW that she had conceived.

INIQUITY/Injustice- Aven- what is evil in God's sight- Num 23:21 God has Not beheld INIQUITY in Jacob. Also of what is evil/ distressing to man- Ps 90:10 If fourscore years.. and SORROW. Actions offensive to God, are always injurious to man, and make life harder. LXX translates the Godward aspect by Anomia- lawlessness, Poneria- wickedness, and Adikia- unrighteousness. The manward aspect by Kopos- labour or toil.

BEHOLD/Tolerate- Nabat- To look attentively. Num 21:9 When he BEHELD the serpent of brass. Ps 74:20 Have RESPECT UNTO Thy Covenant. Amos 5:22 I will no more REGARD thy peace offerings.

STRIFE- Rib- 1st Gen 26:20 The herdsmen of Gerar did STRIVE with Isaac's. Isa 3:13 The Lord has a legal case against Israel. So any strife from gang fights to use of law courts. CONTENTION/Conflict- Madon- Jeremiah (15:10) laments that he was born a man of Rib and Madon- everyone cursed him although he had neither lent nor borrowed!

1:4 THE LAW- Ha Torah- God's Law, as applied to the Jewish Community. JUDGMENT/Justice- Mishpat- 1st  Gen 18:19 To do justice and JUDGMENT. It refers to the act of sitting as Judge and rendering a proper verdict, as in Ecc 12:14, God shall bring every work into JUDGMENT. The word includes the thought of RIGHTS as in Ex 23:6 Thou shalt not wrest the JUDGMENT of the poor in his cause.
WICKED- Rasha- 1st Gen 18:23 Will you destroy the righteous with the WICKED? Those who have not only done wrong/ sinned against God's Law, but who continue to live in sin. They don't seek God, Ps 10:4. They challenge God, Ps 10:13, Love violence, Ps 11:5; Don't repay debts, Ps 37:21; Oppress, Ps 17:9; and lay snares for the righteous, Ps 119:110. LXX translates Rasha as Asebes- Godless, Anomos- Lawless, and Hamartolos- sinful.

COMPASS ABOUT/Hem in- Kathar- Ps 22:12 Bulls of Bashan BESET me. RIGHTEOUS- Tsaddiq- In old Aramaic, loyalty to King, High Priest, or personal God, shown by a gift made to them. The Bible meaning is personal loyalty to God shown by obedience to His will, and resulting in an upright character. 1st Gen 6:9 Noah was a JUST man.

1:5-11 GOD'S ANSWER IS THAT HABAKKUK SHOULD LOOK ON THE WIDER, UNIVERSAL SPHERE OF GOD'S ACTION. JUSTICE WILL IN FACT ALWAYS BE DONE. THE LOCAL RULERS AND RICH HAVE SOWN VIOLENT, PLUNDERING ACTIONS. AND AS CHEATING JACOB WAS SENT TO LABAN TO EXPERIENCE BEING CHEATED, THEY WILL REAP A HARVEST OF VIOLENT PLUNDERING FROM THOSE POWERFUL EXPERTS IN IT, THE BABYLONIANS UNDER NEBUCHADNEZZAR. THEY HAVE SOWN ARROGANT LAWLESSNESS - THEY WILL SUFFER FROM ARROGANT LAWLESSNESS AT THE HANDS OF THAT EXPERT ALSO. JUST SO OUR MODERN WORLD WILL REAP AN ABUNDANT HARVEST FOR ALL IT SOWS, CULMINATING IN THE RULE OF THAT PROUD "SUPER NEBUCHADNEZZAR" ANTICHRIST AFTER THE CHURCH IS CALLED HOME. (Our actions, as Christians, carnal or spiritual, will also produce a certain harvest, 2 Cor 5:8-10; Gal 6:7-10.)

1:5-6 HEATHEN/Nations- Goi- The world at large. I RAISE UP BITTER/Ruthless- Mar- as in MARah, Ex 15:23, LAND/Earth- Things may seem "GOOD," or "EVIL" from our point of view, and in the short term may be so, but in their final result EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS IN THE UNIVERSE WILL BE SEEN TO BE TO THE GLORY OF GOD ALL-WISE, ALMIGHTY, RIGHTEOUS, HOLY, LOVE. Meanwhile He has stated clearly that He takes responsibility for all that happens here, for every deed of every created being/ agent, even of Satan himself - Is 45:6-8 I am the Lord, and there is none else, I form light, and create darkness, I make peace/ (prosperity,) and create evil/ (disaster.) No agent is out of control, even if in total rebellion. All they can do against GOD and against the GODLY is done by the use of the power He has delegated to them, and subject to the limitations He imposes- Job 1:8-12; 2:4-6 Even the WRATH of man will praise Him, and the remainder (that which is surplus to His purposes) will He restrain. Ps 76:10.

The Gifts and calling of God are without repentance, Rom 11:29. God cuts short the stewardship of no one, but in the end they will all be called to account, each will receive his just reward, Mt 25:14-30 etc and like Judas, go to his own chosen place. Every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus is LORD. The Lord Himself, having completed His distinctive work - reconciled all things in Heaven and earth by the blood of His Cross, Col 1:20, will hand the Kingdom over to the Father, and GOD - FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT - WILL BE ALL IN ALL, 1 Cor 15:28. The SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD is certainly beyond the understanding of our puny minds, or even the desire of our frail hearts, but it is our total security as Habakkuk teaches us. And within that Sovereignty, all His promises will be fulfilled, to His joy and glory, and all the "JUST" will share in them. Note Is 45:8.

1:7 DREADFUL/Dreaded- Yare- Helpless awe/fear, or the reverence due to God and His revealed will that moves men to honour and obey Him to their blessing. Gen 28:17 How DREADFUL is this place. Joel 2:31 TERRIBLE day of the Lord. DIGNITY/Honour- Seeth- Exaltation, lifting up. 1st Gen 4:7 Wilt thou not be ACCEPTED. Lev 13:2-4 etc have a RISING in the skin, ranging to The EXCELLENCY of God, Job 13:11.

1:8 EVENING WOLVES- Venturing out after lying hidden, hungry all day. SPREAD THEMSELVES/Gallop headlong- Push- See Mal 4:2 where KJV oddly translates Shall go forth and GROW UP as calves of the stall. Anyone who has let penned calves out will visualise the word!

1:9 Babylonian VIOLENCE will reward Jerusalem's violent rulers. FACES/ Hordes- Panim- Face, presence, sight, person (in the sense Respect of PERSON.) Used of being physically "FACE to FACE with," but Gen 4:5 His (Cain's) COUNTENANCE fell, Gen 1:2 the FACE of the waters. Ex 26:9 In the FOREFRONT of the Tabernacle. EAST/desert WIND- The East wind blowing into Israel from the desert.

CAPTIVITY/Prisoners- Shebi- Captivity, prisoners. The relentless, mindless capacity of the desert wind to heap up and transport sand, is a striking picture of the conqueror sweeping up prisoners as he goes.

1:10 SCOFF AT/Deride- Qalas- as the louts in 2 Kings 2:23 MOCKED Elisha saying Go up (ascend like Elijah) Baldhead! DERIDE/Laugh at- Sachaq- Laugh 10x, play 10x. Capturing cities would be child's play, using their technique of building earth ramps for siege machines.

1:11 CHANGE/Sweep past- Abar- as in Gen 31:21 where Jacob PASSED OVER the Euphrates. Here it seems to mean that they would GO BEYOND the boundary of action that God desired, and so OFFEND/be guilty- Israel needed to be punished, but excessive Babylonian cruelty, and delight in it, required a Just God to ensure that they in turn be overthrown. Note the solemn responsibility we Christian preachers have that in preaching about the righteous Judgment of a Holy God, we do so in earnest, solemn sorrow and love, as the representative of/ spokesman for, the God of Calvary. Any seeming pleasure in the punishment of even the wickedest fellow human, or any elaboration of it, risks offending.

POWER/Own strength- Koach- Power 47x, strength 59x. 1st  Gen 4:12 The ground .. not yield you her STRENGTH. Daniel etc chosen because of ABILITY. Ex 15:6 God's POWER displayed. LXX Ischus- Effective power, or Dunamis- Ability power. The Babylonians gave credit for their success to their King and the God he represented.

1:12 HABAKKUK'S RESPONSE - BASED ON WHAT HE KNOWS OF THE CHARACTER OF GOD. HE TRIES TO UNDERSTAND THE REASONS FOR GOD'S ACTIONS.

EVERLASTING- Qedem- What is before, in place, or time, + Eastward. Often merely "previously/ in earlier times," but the ultimate meaning is "From everlasting," as here and in Deu 33:27 The ETERNAL God is your Refuge. God precedes/ causes all things, including this Babylonian invasion, so it is to God Habakkuk looks.

LORD- Jehovah/ Yaweh- what God is in HIMSELF. MY GOD- Elohim- What He is to me. My God, the One I worship. Who and What God is in Himself must always precede and determine what He is in relation to me. It is the Person and Nature of God that must be the foundation, and we must, like Habakkuk, bear them in mind constantly, or we will start the idol-making process of making "Our" God in our image! To do so is both an irreverent insult to God, and destructive to man, because God is Holy.

MY HOLY ONE- Qadosh- Separate, set apart. We dare not think of God in human terms - HE is totally separate from/ different from our frail, fickle, corrupted nature and ideas. His ways and thoughts are as high above ours as Heaven above earth, Is 55:9. "Holy," in the sense of "Pure," is a secondary meaning. My Holy One, reminds us that our response to God must be to think of and act towards Him appropriately - to SANCTIFY/ Set Apart the LORD in our hearts, 1 Pet 3: 15, is essential if we are to be blessed. Everything associated with HIM is "HOLY" and must be treated so, including ourselves, and our fellow believers.

God's Holiness demands Fear-Reverence-Carefulness. It also gives security. WE SHALL NOT DIE- If our SENSE/ FEELING of security is small, it's because we're ignoring the greatness and glory of our HOLY God. God is too small in our eyes. God is incapable of sin, folly, fickleness, inadequacy etc. What He WILLS, will be. What He SAYS, He DOES. With the Psalmist, therefore, we Give thanks at the remembrance of His HOLINESS, Ps 30:4. Habakkuk is confident that God will fulfil all His promises to Israel, no matter what the Babylonians do.

ORDAINED/Appointed- Sum/ Sim- A purposeful action. FOR JUDGMENT- Mishpat. As in 1:4. God's action in sending the Babylonians is required by His Righteousness, but it will also be limited by His Righteousness, so that it plays its rightful part in the ultimate fulfillment of God's purposes and promises to Israel.

MIGHTY GOD/Rock- Tsur- Rock, rocky cliff. Ex 17:6 Moses smote the ROCK. Deu 32:4. God is their ROCK/ STRONG REFUGE. ESTABLISHED FOR CORRECTION/to punish- Yakach- To manifest, reason with, rebuke, correct, chasten. So, God's purpose is corrective rather than punitive. To check a wrong action, and persuade to a right one. Isa 1:18 Come let us REASON together. Prov 3:12 Who the Lord loves He CORRECTS.

1:13-17 HABAKKUK PROTESTS THE PROBLEM THAT REMAINS IN HIS MIND - GOD'S ACTIONS ARE REASONABLE, BUT HE CANNOT SEE THE MORALITY OF THEM.

1:13 PURE- Tahor- Clean, pure. 1st use Gen 6 of CLEAN animals. EVIL- Ra- Evil 44x, wicked/ wickedness 85x, mischief 22x, adversity/ affliction etc 41x. 1st use Gen 2:9 Tree of the knowledge of good and EVIL. The central thought is that of wickedness/sin, as Num 32:13 Done EVIL in the sight of the Lord. The hardship, affliction, etc are the result of living in a sinful world, or of specific sins. Gen 44:34 See the EVIL that will come upon my father. Both the evil cause, and the evil result feature in Gen 6:5 "Every imagination... only EVIL continually. LOOK ON/Tolerate- 1:3. God can't tolerate the sight of EVIL. INIQUITY/ Wrong- Amal- Labour, toil, and anguish. This results from sinful actions, whether our own or that of others. Deu 26:7 The Lord heard our voice and looked upon our affliction and LABOUR.

WHEREFORE/Why- The tragedies of life, e.g. the death of a promising young person, seem so at odds with what SHOULD happen in a world created by a God of Wisdom, Love etc. that we plead desperately for a REASON. The reason lies not in God, but in man's rebellion. Creation is subject to constant frustration of God's purposes, as well as ours, Rom 8:20. We must turn from "WHY?" to "WHAT must I do about it? How can I make the best use of the situation?"

TREACHERY/Treacherous- Judg 9:23 The men of Shechem DEALT TREACHEROUSLY with Abimelech. Also to transgress against, and offend against God, as 1 Sam 14:33 You have TRANSGRESSED. Eating blood broke faith with God.

HOLDEST THY TONGUE/Are silent- Sharash- to be silent/ inactive. It is distressing to see cruelty and wickedness going on around us, and God seeming to do nothing about it. Gen 24: 21 HELD HIS PEACE. Ex 14:14 fight for you and yea shall HOLD YOUR PEACE. WICKED and RIGHTEOUS- as in 1:4.

1:14 MAKEST/Have made- Asah- To do or make. 1st  Gen 1:7 God MADE the Firmament/ expanse. Something is DONE, someone DID it, and is therefore in some sense responsible, even if DONE in ignorance/ innocence, Gen 20:5-6. The agent, and the organiser/ master, are both held to be responsible for what is DONE - Gen 39:22 Whatever they DID .. Joseph was the DOER of it. In this sense GOD is the DOER/ MAKER of whatever the Chaldeans do to Israel.

CREEPING THINGS/Sea creatures- Remes- 1st Gen 1:24 Cattle, CREEPING THING, and the beast. In Gen 9:3 it seems that all animals are referred to as Remes, in contrast to plants. The use suggests animals in such numbers that they are not worth individual consideration. NO RULER- Mashal- To have leadership over, take responsibility for, to care and provide for. 1st Gen 3:16 Your husband shall RULE over you. In Gen 4:7 Cain was warned to RULE OVER his desire to sin.

1:15 CATCHES- Garar. Prov 21:7 The robbery of the wicked will DESTROY them. Lev 11:4 CHEW the cud. (So the grass ceases to be grass!) Emphasising the destruction - the fish's point of view, rather than the fisherman's. REJOICE- Sameach/ Samah- Spontaneous emotion, extreme happiness, externally expressed. Not used of normal experience, but for the celebration of Festivals, weddings, harvest, victory, etc.

1:16-17 SACRIFICE- BURNS INCENSE- Qatar- To cause to rise as smoke. Offerings, of foods or incense burned to change them into their gaseous essence which ascends towards God. 1st Ex 29:13. FAT/lives in luxury- Shemen- Oily, symbol of healthy, prosperous living. Judges 3:29, 10,000 men all LUSTY. Isa 30:23 Fat and PLENTEOUS. PLENTEOUS/ CHOICEST- Bari- Fat, firm. Gen 41:5 Ears RANK and good. SHALL THEY CONTINUE- Is it RIGHT for this state of affairs to last indefinitely? Habakkuk asks. NATIONS- Goi- including Jews here, but often, all NON Jews.

CHAPTER TWO

2:1 HABAKKUK TAKES UP THE CHALLENGE OF HIS RESPONSIBILITY AS A PROPHET TO BE ALERT TO KNOW GOD'S WILL AND TO PROCLAIM IT.
STAND- Amad- To Stand, Stand up. 1st Gen 18:8 Abraham took butter, and STOOD by them. Used 2 Sam 18:30 of a soldier on watch. Josh 3:13 the Priests feet RESTED/ Stood still unmoving in the waters. Deu 10:8, 17:8, 18:5 used of STANDING before the Lord to minister.

WATCH- Mishmereth- Can be used specifically of serving God in Levitical/ Priestly duties, Lev 8:35. KEEP THE CHARGE of the Tabernacle, Num 1:53. So, a regularly prescribed act or obligation. SET/Station- Yatsab- As Ex 8:20 Go STAND before Pharaoh. 1 Chr 11:4 SET themselves in the middle of a patch of barley.
TOWER/Ramparts- Matsor- Siege 13x, Bulwark, fortress etc. 7x. Either Habakkuk (Defender of God's reputation as the Righteous, Holy, and Merciful God of Israel) will man the defences on His behalf expecting further orders/ explanations to enable him do this. OR, he will lay siege to God in prayer until God satisfies his need to know that God is being true to his revealed character and promises, so he can convince Israel of this. 

WATCH/Look- Saphah- To look out/ watch 10x, Watchman 19x. ANSWER- Shub- To return, go/ bring/ come back etc 1st Gen 3:19 Till thou RETURN to the ground. Here a verbal RETURN/ RESPONSE is looked for. God is expected to provide His prophet/ spokesman, with the best answer to the rebukes/ complaints of Israel. REPROVED/This complaint- Tokachath- Reproof. None of the places where the word is used make the meaning clear.

2:2-5 GOD'S ANSWER IS NOW RECORDED BY HABAKKUK, A FULL AND FINAL ANSWER THAT LEAVES HABAKKUK WITH NO MORE QUESTIONS. No illusions are left about the Nature of the Babylonians, or the consequences of their actions as they in turn face judgment. God's way of Salvation from now on is summed up in the words "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH!" The form of words is similar to that used of a man being able to "live" (in fellowship with God) by obeying all God's OT Law, Lev 18:5; Neh 9:20; Gal 3:12. No man, except the Lord Himself as man, ever did this. This suggests that the "LAW" had done what it could for THE NATION OF ISRAEL, AS GOD'S TABERNACLE/ TEMPLE CENTRED KINGDOM. From now on men must depend individually on God. The Final rejection of the Messiah, by the NATION OF ISRAEL, confirms this, and "THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH," becomes the clarion call of the Christian Gospel, and the church's charter, Gal 3:11.

2:2 WRITE/Write down- Kathab- To Write, describe, engrave, take dictation. 1st Ex 17:14 WRITE in a book, the judgment against Amalek. This implies the permanent and binding verdict of God in this matter. Josh 18:4 says to DESCRIBE the land, ie. record a survey of it. Jer 36:4 records that Baruch WROTE at Jeremiah's dictation. In contrast Ex 32:15 God WROTE the 10 Commandments. VISION/ Revelation- Chazon- Vision. 1st 1 Sam 3:1 There was no open VISION in those days. It is used solely of Divine revelations - the MEANS of the revealing, and the CONTENT of the revelation.

MAKE PLAIN- Baar- Only other use Deu 27:8 Write all the words of this Law PLAINLY, at Mount Ebal, when Israel solemnly took up the Covenant to occupy the Land under God's law, and Deu 1:5 Began Moses to DECLARE (Make plain) the law. This message is a vital one, so must be made so clear that no uncertainty remains. 

TABLES/Tablets-  Luach- Used 30x of the stone TABLETS on which the 10 Commandments were written, Ex 24:12 onwards. Of Law written on TABLE of the heart, Prov 3:3; 7:3, and the record of the sin of Israel and Judah, Is 30:8. Jer 17:1. In Solomon's Temple 1 Ki 7:36 Cherubim were inscribed on PLATES. Ex 27:8; 38:7 describes the altar of brass as Hollow with BOARDS. Although it's used of non-sacred things twice, ship BOARDS, Eze 27:5, and poetically of Cedar BOARDS, Song 8:9, the fact that almost all uses of the word in Scripture are concerned with the Laws and worship of God gives a solemn emphasis on the vital nature of this new revelation.

RUN- Ruts- To run 69x, guard 14x, post (i.e. carry official messages) 8x. Having read and understood the message, its nature requires the reader to take urgent action to pass it on. READETH- Qara- To call 425x, Cry 90x, Proclaim 36x, Read 36x. So obviously READ ALOUD. It is used of PUBLIC READING in Ex 24:7.

2:3 APPOINTED TIME- Moed- Congregation 149x [144x the Tabernacle/ tent of CONGREGATION.] The APPOINTED TIME/ SEASON/ FEAST, in God's Calendar of worship 12x. 1st Gen 18:14 re the birth of Isaac, At the APPOINTED TIME I will return. Amos 3:3 gives the non-religious use of the word, Can two walk together except they be AGREED, i.e. have an agreed time and place of meeting, agreed purpose/ destination. Moed generally has solemn, close associations with important features of the spiritual life of the people of God. LXX uses Kairos- Season, time, season; and Heorte- Feast or festival. END- Qets- End, extremity, border. 1st Gen 6:13 The END of all flesh is before me. Is 9:7 Of His kingdom .. no END on the throne.

SPEAK- Puach- Speak/ utter 7x, Puff/ blow, break etc 6x. This suggests that the vision will break forth into speech/ suddenly reveal its significance, at the appointed time. It has life in itself, as a dormant plant that may seem dead and pointless, but when the appropriate season comes, living beauty and fruitfulness are manifested. A poetic word largely restricted to Psalms and Proverbs.

TARRY/Linger- Mahah- To delay, wait. Gen 19:16 of Lot and family While they LINGERED. Gen 43:10 Jacob's sons protest Except we had LINGERED .. we had returned. Judg 3:26 Ehud escaped while they TARRIED. Generally used of unnecessary, dangerous, possibly guilty delay. Here, from the human point of view it may SEEM to be so, (as with the Lord's delay when told Lazarus was ill, John 11,) but God has His eye on the APPOINTED TIME.

WAIT- Chakah- To wait, often in a purposeful way. Ps 33:20 Our soul WAITETH for the Lord, Hos 6:9 As Robbers WAIT for a man. TARRY/Delay- Achar- To be delayed, keep behind, tarry. 1st  Gen 24:56 HINDER me not. Prov 23:30 Those that TARRY at wine. Deu 7:10 He shall not be SLACK to him that hates. Generally undesirable delay. The verse assures us that in fact NOTHING WILL HINDER the outworking of God's will in His APPOINTED TIME.

2:4 HIS SOUL/he - Nephesh- 1st Gen 2:7 And he became a Living SOUL. IS LIFTED UP/Puffed up- Aphal- To be lifted up, presumptuous, as Num 14:44 They PRESUMED to go up to the hilltop, at Kadesh Barnea. UPRIGHT- Yashar- Right, upright, righteous. 1st  Ex 15:26 If do what is RIGHT, none of these diseases. Ps 25:8 Good and UPRIGHT is the Lord. Usual meaning is to be RIGHT with God and His standards. LXX Dikaios-  righteous; Arestos- pleasing; Euthos- straight.

JUST- Tsaddiq- see 1:4. FAITH- Emunah- Firmness, faithfulness, truth, honesty, official obligation. 1st Ex 17:12 Moses hands were STEADY until sunset. Most often it means Faithfulness 1 Sam 26:23 The Lord render every man according to his righteousness and FAITHFULNESS. Lam 3:23 Great is Thy (God's) FAITHFULNESS. It is used of a person who is true, Prov 12:22, and of factual truth, Prov 12:17. 1 Chr 9:22 Ordain in their SET OFFICE. 

In the O.T. the words Emun, Emunah appear 54x, translated in KJV FAITH 2x, and FAITHFUL/ FAITHFULNESS 24x. In N.T. Pistis- FAITH 239x, and Pistos- FAITHFUL 53x. This emphasis on FAITHFULNESS in the OT and FAITH in the NT marks the clear contrast between Lev 18:5 Ye shall therefore keep My statutes, and My Judgments: which if a man do, he shall live in them, and the new declaration The Just shall live by FAITH, which lays down the foundation for the NT Gospel. BIBLICAL FAITH is inseparable from the O.T. concept of TRUTH - God's truth to which it responds, and on which it relies, and a life/ lifestyle of FAITHFULNESS to God and to man, which is the inevitable result of a life lived in dependence on/ fellowship with, the FAITHFUL GOD. In N.T. terms God's people live by FAITH in THE FAITH Jude 3 (God, and His will revealed in Scripture), making obvious by their FAITHFULNESS that they are Kept by the power of God through FAITH, 1 Pet 1:5.

It is easy to confuse such FAITH with the optimistic confidence of dynamic personalities who see possibilities, and achieve wonders by the faith with which their personalities are endowed. Also, in ordinary life, in a world of uncertainty and freedom of choice there is a sense in which everyone "Lives by Faith." We rise each morning "by faith," that it will be worth doing so. We go to work by faith, expecting to be paid, we eat by faith, buy, sell, post letters, make friends and marry by faith. Some of us, who might rightly be called "Men of Great Faith," do all these things with joyful confidence which certainly enhances their flavour, and goes a long way towards ensuring their success. 

Others, differently endowed - "of Little Faith," do them timidly, half expecting them to fail or go wrong, pleasantly surprised/ thankful to God when they don't. Whatever optimism, or pessimism, of temperament God in His wise love has chosen to endow our "SELF" with, each of us needs to hand that natural gift back to God to be nailed to the Cross of Christ if it is to achieve what God intended for it. Without that, the "Spectacular Achievements" of unsurrendered optimism will be an empty show, and unsurrendered timidity will result in guilty failure to attempt things for God. Paul summed it up in Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ - I live by the FAITH of the Son of God who loved me, and gave himself for me.

2:5 WINE- Associated with rejoicing, and forgetting sorrows, Prov 31: 6-7. 1st Gen 9:20-21 emphasizes the danger and disgrace of drunkenness. TRANSGRESSETH/Betrays- Bagad- as in 1:13. The success of the Babylonians would go to their head as wine does, and the resultant reckless behaviour would destroy them. A fact obvious in History, as nation after nation triumphs - for the moment.

[[There is a startling oddity of the placement of the vital announcement The Just Shall Live by Faith. There was the build up of expectation in the previous verses. The unpleasant subject of the arrogance, violence, greed and folly of Babylon and its ruler is taken up again, and as a momentary aside THE awaited statement The Just Shall Live by Faith, is made. WHY? 

We might have expected that God's dramatic intervention would come after a progressively favourable human response to His revelation of Himself and His will - as if when man was becoming good enough, clean enough, attractive enough, God would deign to visit him.  Not so.  

As in Habakkuk's time the new truth was revealed against the TIME of the blackness of Israel's apostasy, and deserved destruction by Babylon, and in the midst of the STATEMENT about the even greater darkness and sin of Babylon. So, when God the Son was born into this world to make it possible for The just to live by Faith, it was in the violent Darkness of Herod's reign, under the arrogant greediness of Rome lapsing into self indulgent disgrace.  

When He comes to intervene again, it will be in the depths of the darkness of the church's spiritual Apostasy, and the reign of Anti Christ.  All this is a vivid reminder to us all, that we need not wait until the world around is favourable before we set out to live in fellowship with/ witness to our Lord and Saviour.  The best time, the right time, the only possible time to do so, is in the midst of darkness.]]

PROUD/Arrogant- Yahir- As in Prov 21:24 The proud and ARROGANT man, Mocker is his name. One unlikely to learn anything from his experiences, particularly when he is successful. MAN- Geber- Strong man. Proud men impress other men, but do not impress God.

ENLARGETH HIS DESIRE/is as greedy as- Nephesh- Literally SOUL, the inner invisible self, in contrast to Shem the outward visible form. It is relatively easy to satisfy BODILY desires, but the more the natural man gains, the greater his appetite, until he blindly destroys himself. So NIV "Greedy." HELL/the Grave- Sheol- Where humans go at death. Death and the grave, are never satisfied. Nor are Conquerors.

2:6-8 The 1st WOE - BABYLON HAS ABUSED ITS POSITION TO MAKE ITSELF WEALTHY BY PLUNDER, EXTORTION, AND KILLING, SO A BACKLASH IS INEVITABLE. In contrast to this Cyrus "My Shepherd," Isa 44:28, treated those conquered with consideration, and so built a far richer, more stable empire.

2:6 PARABLE/taunt- Mashal- 1st Balaam (7x) in Num 23 & 24. Parables, proverbs, and moral applications, currently in use in Habakkuk's time are used to emphasise the certainty and rightness of Babylon's fall. WOE- Hoy- An exclamation/ Interjection of surprise or warning - as "HEY!" in English. So WOE! DOOMED! as repeatedly here. 

LADETH/Makes wealthy- Kabed- to make heavy, or weighty. Kabad to be honoured, heavy, etc. Gen 13:2 Abraham was RICH in cattle. WITH THICK CLAY/Extortion- Abtit- Thick clay presumably as used for sealing business documents, Jer 32:10 etc. (Incidentally 2 clay steals stamped with Baruch the son of Neriah's name were discovered recently in Jerusalem, baked hard when the records were burned in Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of Jerusalem.) 

A greedy moneylender charging very high rates of interest, would heap up title deeds of forfeited property, AND he would be the first target for looting and revenge in any riot, etc. So, the actions of human conquerors are building up a store of explosive resentment. That Babylon had behaved like a greedy moneylender would produce a backlash against them.

BITE/Debtors- Nashak- A most appropriate word, as it is used both of a snake striking or biting, and of lending on usury. (The moneylender got his teeth into the poor, and they were at his mercy, was the Hebrew concept, and such usury was forbidden. In a more commercial age, the Greek equivalent word, Tokos, means "offspring," interest earned being viewed as the natural product of the capital loaned.)

2:7 AWAKE- 1st use Noah AWOKE from his wine. There is an association with action subsequent to waking, 1 Ki 18:27, Elijah to Baal's Prophets Cry ... he sleeps ... must be WAKENED. VEX/Make tremble- Zua- Est 5:9 of Mordecai not MOVING when Haman passed, and Ecc 12:3 The keepers of the house shall TREMBLE. BOOTIES/Victim- Meshissah- Prey, plunder, spoil. SPOILED/Plundered- Shalal- as in Gen 49:27 He shall divide the SPOIL.

2:8 REMNANT/ Peoples that are left- Yether- What remains. The word does not mean "worthless left overs."  In fact it is translated Gen 49:3 The EXCELLENCY of dignity. (So elsewhere, the "REMNANT" of Israel, are not merely survivors, they are the specially selected "Breeding Stock" remaining when the nation is culled.) BLOOD- Dam- Blood/ murder. 1st Gen 4:10 Your brother's BLOOD cries.

2:9-11 2nd WOE - THE ABUSE OF POWER TO RAISE SELF ABOVE THE UNCERTAINTIES OF LIFE, AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS WILL BE SELF DEFEATING.

2:9-10 COVETETH/Builds his realm- Batsa- Covet 4x, Greedy 5x, cut/ cut off, wound 6x. The range of meanings is salutary. The natural result of coveting is the injury of others to satisfy one's greed - and this provokes retaliation injury to the one coveting. EVIL/Unjust- Ra- as in 1:13. COVETOUSNESS- Batsa, again. SET HIS NEST ON HIGH- A graphic description of the efforts made to gain such material wealth as to be secure for the future. CONSULTED/Plotted- Yaats- generallly to consult, discuss, and reach a reasoned decision. But here the purpose is wicked greediness, so it will bring shame and disaster on the plotters.

2:11 THE STONE SHALL CRY OUT- Everything built in defiance of God's will and the rights of others, bears its witness that judgment will fall. People may not be willing to risk their lives by protesting. There may be a link with the Lord's words in Lk 19:40?

2:12-13 3rd WOE - ABUSE OF POWER THAT BUILDS BY KILLING AND ILLEGAL EXPLOITATION DOOMS ITSELF.

2:13. THE LORD OF HOSTS/Almighty- Tsaba- Hosts, army, conscripted labour force, etc. Used of Angel HOSTS 1 Ki 22:19, the array of Stars, Zeph 1:5, and Gen 2:1 Heaven and Earth and all the HOST of them. Their Orderly Array under God's hand is suggested. So, here, the mass of humanity may ignore, but is not independent of God. He cares about them, and has purposes for them as a whole. LABOUR.. WEARY/exhaust THEMSELVES FOR VANITY/nothing- The Hebrew words could mean that it IS God's will that no matter how desperately hard and dangerously men work with godless motives, they accomplish nothing of permanent value. All human wisdom, energy, skill and effort apart from God is futile. Or, that Man, acting in independence of God works desperately and dangerously hard to accomplish his purposes but it's all an empty waste of time. And such wasted effort IS NOT God's Will. Both alternatives make the point that in God's Universe, the first and vital requirement is TO KNOW GOD. All effort not based on that is wasted. The work, and the worker PERISH, and in spite of all the Godless do, or do not do, BLESSING IS ASSURED. GOD WILLS IT and WILL ACCOMPLISH IT.  
2:14 FOR THE EARTH SHALL/will BE FILLED- Male- To fulfil, fill up, overflow. 1st Gen 1:22 FILL the waters of the sea. In modern terms "Occupy every ecological niche!" Fulfil the potential of the sea environment. That has been done with wonderful ingenuity and complexity. Gen 6:13 records the contrast produced by man's rebellion The earth was FILLED with violence. Violence, in every conceivable form reached the limit of its potential. Now, through Habakkuk we are assured that no matter what sinful man may plan, attempt, or do, in God's good time the earth will one day be FILLED WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF THE LORD AS THE WATERS COVER THE SEA– It will be filled and be fulfilled, reach its full potential. Life will one day be just as God in His Holy Wisdom and Love planned. We, "Firstfruits" in a sense of that age have already Seen the light of the glory of the knowledge of God on the face of Jesus Christ and are already being transformed as we let HIM fill our vision,  2 Cor 3:14-4:18.

2:15-17 4th WOE - BABYLON, BY DISGRACING and HUMILIATING OTHER NATIONS, HAVE MADE THEIR OWN DISGRACE AND HUMILIATION INEVITABLE. Babylon is accused of behaving like a debased senior at an Office Party urging a junior into alcoholic excess because he enjoys seeing them make a fool of themselves or worse. Babylon and other conquering powers have been guilty of drunkenness and indecencies, but the point that is being made is that they have provoked conflicts with weaker neighbours in order to exploit and humiliate them. God will see to it that they reap what they are sowing. His "Right Hand" of power is irresistible.

2:15-17 SHAME/Disgrace- Qalon- Lightness, shame, confusion- Opposite of GLORY. RIGHT HAND- Yamin- Right hand, South, (On the right when sunrise faced.) Often a symbol of privilege as Gen 48, Jacob blessing Ephraim and Manasseh. Here it's a symbol of Power and Authority, as in Ex 15 Thy RIGHT HAND, O Lord, Glorious in power ..shatters .. the enemy. FOR THE VIOLENCE OF/you have done to LEBANON- Lebanon was a forested mountain area in which wild animals were plentiful. Either it accuses the Babylonians of behaving like the wild animals of Lebanon, or, of ruthless felling forest there. (Many nations did, reducing much of Lebanon to barren poverty.) Whichever is intended, the Babylonians will suffer the consequences of their reckless actions.

2:18-19 5TH WOE  -  THE FOLLY OF IDOLATRY. In Scripture Babylon and idolatry are closely associated, right through to Rev 18. Historically, exile in Babylon seems to have cured the Jews of their tendency to idolatry. 

2:18 WHAT PROFITETH/Of what value is THE GRAVEN IMAGE/idol- Since a man carved it, it is less than him, and can lead him only downwards. As it is a false god, to worship it is to be deceived. A TEACHER OF/that teaches LIES- Sheqer- To lie, lying, falsehood. Used mostly in the poetical books. Ps 119:29 "the way of LYING," describes a specific way of life opposed to God and His Law. Both Faithfulness, and FALSEHOOD/ LYING are relational terms. So, Sheqer is at heart the inability/ unwillingness to respond positively/ keep faith with, the faithfulness of another being. Of course an idol cannot teach anything of itself. Yet as it has no independent existence and merely reflects what the worshipper wishes to worship (Or what demonic powers want him to worship,) it fills the spiritual gap in the idolater's life, with a lie. And he keeps moving further from God, and the wholesome will of God.

TRUSTETH/Trusts- Batach- To lean on, be confident, trust. Often rightly- 2 Ki 18:5 He TRUSTED in the God of Israel; Ps 56:4 In God I TRUST." But also as here, of foolish confidence as in Judges 18:7 speaking of Laish The people dwelt CARELESS. DUMB/that cannot speak- Illem. IDOLS- Elilim. Elil- Idol, a thing of no value. Note the similarity to GOD- Elohim. So Ps 96:5 All the Gods (Elohim) of the nations are idols (Elilim.) What the nations worship as Gods are empty nothings.) **4

2:20 THE EMPTY FOLLY OF CREATING AND WORSHIPPING "GODS" IS CONTRASTED WITH THE AWESOME REALITY OF THE CREATOR GOD. The former demands and gives scope for man's activity - energy, skill, sacrificial devotion, sensual indulgence, etc, AND PRIDE-FOR IT ALL DEPENDS ON MAN AND CATERS TO HIM. The latter demands above all else, that men cease from self-activity and learn of God, Heb 4:10-11.

THE LORD IS IN HIS HOLY- Qodesh- Holy 219x, Sanctuary 68x, etc. TEMPLE; LET ALL THE EARTH KEEP SILENCE/be silent- Hasah/ Has- To be or keep silent. Used in Num 13:13 Caleb STILLED the people before Moses. When we gather around the Lord's Table, to remember His death for us, we need to silence the clamour of self, ignore its ideas/ desires, our pride/ sense of unworthiness, our hopes/ fears/ sense of obligation, because The LORD is in His Holy Temple. In one sense HE is here on earth in our midst, Mt 18:20. In another sense we are seated with HIM in the Heavenlies, Eph 1:20. In neither case is there room for our self, or our works. We rest on His finished work. He is in Heaven, and there is truth in the words of a modern Christian song "The only thing there that was made by man, are the scars in the hands of Jesus." There is in Glory, on our behalf, a "Crucified Man" whose wounds rightly demand judgment on men, but by Grace plead on our behalf.

3:1-15 HABAKKUK STOPS LOOKING AT THE SIN OF ISRAEL AND THEIR PUNISHMENT BY THE BABYLONIANS. AND STOPS LOOKING AT THE BABYLONIANS AND THE CERTAINTY THAT THEY WILL REAP WHAT THEY SOW - INTERSPERSED WITH BRIEF POWERFUL STATEMENTS ABOUT GOD AND HIS SALVATION. NOW HE REVIEWS WHAT THE LORD HAS ALREADY DONE FOR HIS PEOPLE. This is poetry-prayer-praise, so detailed study of words adds little to its effect. Too, it seems neither profitable nor possible to tie every phrase to specific incidents and situations from the past. The events are not in sequence.  Instead, where helpful, the powerful, emotion-charged, statements are loosely associated with events in which Israel experienced God's presence and power.

Footnote **4. The emptiness and folly of idolatry is the general theme of the prophets in dealing with this subject. This idea was designed to equip thinking Jews to resist the outward show of Idol worship, and the political and financial benefits possible to those who conformed to the religion of the conquerors. The secondary theme, avoiding the influence of demonic powers associated with idolatry is rarely referred to. Similarly in the N.T. we have the themes An idol is a nothing, and Things they sacrifice are offered to demons. We must learn not to lean too far one way or the other in dealing with modern idols - materialism, hedonism, egoism, the occult, etc.. We must expose the absurdity of their "bait" - how little they can in fact offer and deliver, so that their emptiness is obvious to those growing up. Yet at the same time make them aware that there are dangerous hooks hidden in the bait, ready for those foolish enough to treat it too lightly.

3:1 A PRAYER- Tephillah- Prayer, praise, song. 1st  2 Sam 7:27 David in response to God's promise of blessing on his descendants, Found it in his heart to pray this PRAYER, of thanksgiving, worship, awe. Sadly, we often think of prayer largely in terms of our asking and receiving. Habakkuk, in his prayer, like David, is concerned with remembering, praising, and rejoicing, not with asking for things from God. Yet occupying himself with the Lord, and His works, met his needs by transforming his whole outlook, beyond all asking. May God grant us the grace to be like this too. He will do so as we learn to not brush aside even the least of His revelations of Himself, or His kindness to us, but pause and honour Him, with heart and voice.

SHIGIONOTH- Erring, wandering. The singular Shiggaion is in the title of Ps 7 re the accusations of erring/ iniquity made by Cush. Here the plural has in view both the ERRING of His people, and God's Deliverance of them in their wilderness WANDERINGS.

3:2 HEARD. THY SPEECH/Fame- Shema- Hearing etc 9x, Report/ fame 13x. Used of the REPORT the Queen of Sheba had heard of Solomon. Gen 29:13 Laban heard TIDINGS of Jacob. Ex 23:1 forbids the raising of a false REPORT. So, statements about a person which convey information about their character or actions. The word comes from Shem- Name, reputation. Again, this conveys the character and role associated with that NAME. The "Name of God" = All we know God to be, and so To call upon the NAME of the Lord. Deu 6:4 gives God's Shema HEAR O Israel, the Lord Thy God is One Lord. So, Habakkuk in his prayer is responding to God as revealed in His actions as much as His words.

REVIVE/Renew- Chayah- Live, come to life, as The just shall LIVE. Habakkuk prays that once more God will enable His people to experience the living reality of His working among them. WRATH- Rogez- Trouble, anger, fear, trembling, as in Job 14:1 Man is of few days and full of TROUBLE. Rogez is what Job suffered. Here it's what Israel is suffering and will suffer rather than God's attitude of "Wrath" that's in view. God had not changed. From the first He had set before them LIFE and DEATH, Deu 30:19 and encouraged them to choose LIFE. They had chosen the attitudes towards God and His Revealed Will/ Law that He had warned would bring them into judgment. For their sinful turning away from God they were IN His wrath. In the NT God has lovingly given us the warning that we also will reap what we choose to sow, Gal 5:16-6:10. His ability to keep us from falling is infinite, but we enjoy the benefit of this only in the measure in which we keep ourselves in His loving fellowship, the paths His love has set out for us to walk in with Him, Jude 20-25.

REMEMBER MERCY- Racham- Compassion, mercy, pity. The word is linked with Recham- Womb, and so is the loving compassion and care normal between a mother and her baby. In Ex 33:19 the Lord says I will be gracious and show MERCY. Isa 54:7-8 With great MERCIES I will gather you, with everlasting kindness I will have MERCY on you says the Lord your Redeemer. Habakkuk remembers that in a sense God has "given birth to" Israel so that they are His people, and He claims God's commitment to bless Abraham and his descendants. They are being disciplined as loved children are, Heb 12:5-13, and in faith he commits himself, as one of the "Just" to live with God, and to expect that beyond the present distress and exile, Israel also will "Live."

3:3 GOD CAME FROM TEMAN.. MT PARAN. The land of Edom, generally. Moses in Deu 33:2 says The LORD came from Sinai ..from Mt Seir HE SHINED/ shone forth from PARAN. HIS GLORY- Hod- Beauty, honour, majesty. 1 Chr 29:25 The Lord magnified Solomon and bestowed on him royal MAJESTY. Num 27:20. Moses re Joshua Put some of your HONOUR upon him.
HIS PRAISE- Tehillah- Praise. First it's used to describe an attribute or quality of some person or thing - his/ its glory, praiseworthiness, or deeds worthy to be praised as in Ex 15:11. Then it describes the words of a song in which God is publicly praised.

3:4-5 HORNS/Rays- Horns (Dual= two only, normal for any animal.) Horns are usually symbols of power, for defence or attack.

BEFORE HIM WENT PESTILENCE/Plague- Deber- MURRAIN on cattle in Ex 9:3. PESTILENCE in 9:15. No medical descriptions are given but the impression is of a sudden disaster which substantially reduced the population.

BURNING COALS/Pestilence- Resheph- Ps 76:3, ARROWS; (Primitive peoples hardened wooden arrow points in the fire.) Song 8:6, COALS (of jealousy/ love); Deu 32:24, BURNING HEAT; Ps 78:48, HOT THUNDERBOLTS. A poetic word, variable in meaning derived from Retseph- as in 1 Ki 19:6 A cake baked on COALS. Here it may refer to lightning and hail destroying the Egyptian crops and cattle, Ex, 9:18-24.

3:6 Describes in strong terms God's personal intervention on behalf of His people, in righteous, powerful action. MOUNTAINS, can be symbols of POWERFUL NATIONS, as in Zech 4:7, where MOUNTAIN-sized Persia, will be unable to stop Zerubbabel doing God's will.

MEASURED/Shook- Madad- To measure. This generally involves directing attention to with a view to making use of/ doing something with a thing. 1st Ex 16:18, METE it with an omer; Num 35:5, MEASURE out from the city walls for the Levite's Suburbs/ garden areas. 1 Ki 17:1, describes Elijah STRETCHING HIMSELF on the child to revive him.

EVERLASTING/Ancient- Ad; and PERPETUAL/Age old- Olam; are used to describe the mountains and hills. They certainly seem so to us, but as Habakkuk says, they BOW/Collapse- Shachach- bow down as a servant before his master, or a worshipper before his God, in the presence of God who alone is truly EVERLASTING- Olam.

3:7-8 MIDIANITES TREMBLE/in anguish- Felt insecurity in the face of God's intervention. THE LORD DISPLEASED- acted as if the natural order/ behaviour of the Red Sea, and River Jordan was unacceptable to Him, and He over-ruled it for His purposes. In the face of the might of Pharaoh's Horses and Chariots, God used the sea as His Horses and Chariots to overwhelm them in battle for Israel's SALVATION- Yeshua- Salvation, safety, ease, deliverance, health. The Hebrew name of JESUS.

3:9 THY BOW MADE NAKED- any covering stripped off ready for action. According TO THE OATHS OF the TRIBES, even thy WORD KJV- The Hebrew text has only the WORDS IN CAPITALS, the rest had to be added in order to make sense. This may refer to GOD's OATH/ WORD of promise/ covenant with Israel. But TRIBE- Matteh- Tribe, rod, staff, may here refer to arrows - the rods that go with bows. So NIV You called for many Arrows. As often in Hebrew, the statement is abbreviated and cryptic, leaving the exact meaning uncertain, but the general sense obvious.

CLEAVE/split .. RIVERS- Sudden downpours in parched areas cause flash floods that cut deep channels, destroying everything in their path. Under God, Israel swept all before it like such a flood.

3:10-12 THE MOUNTAINS SAW- Continues this thought of Israel's impact on the local nations - panic, disruption, destruction. (Rahab and the Gibeonites both comment on this, Josh 2:8-14; 9:24.) TREMBLED- Chul/ chil- Be afraid/ in pain 15x, To travail/ calve etc 13x. This may hint that the suffering caused was not an end in itself, but productive - the nation of God's people brought into being.

DEEP- Tehom- The deep, the deep sea, chaos. 1st  Gen 1:2 The face of the DEEP. Gen 7:11 Fountains of the DEEP broken up. Ex 15:5 The DEPTHS covered them. The sea as the restless, uncontrollable, destructive absorber, picturing/ personifying chaos, used as a picture of the impact of Israel on the nations of Canaan.

SUN STOOD STILL.. LIGHT OF THY ARROWS.. GLITTERING SPEAR- describes God's intervention in the battle defending Gibeon, Josh 10:10-14. Terrifying lightning that accompanied the hail storm emphasized that it was GOD using weapons that were under His control alone. 

THOU.. MARCH/You strode- God is pictured vividly as taking decisive action. THRESH- Dush- to thresh by trampling underfoot. A preliminary to judging/ separating wheat from chaff.

3:13. The purpose of God's intervention was SALVATION/ To Deliver-Yesha, THY/Your PEOPLE. FOR SALVATION/ to save THY/Your ANOINTED One- Mashiach-  Kings and priests were ANOINTED- they were a nation of Kings and Priests? OR, is there a hint that THE ANOINTED - the Messiah, was intervening on behalf of his people?

WOUNDED/Crushed- Machats- To wound, smite, etc. used only of GOD's actions. Deu 32:39 I kill, and make alive, I WOUND, and I heal. used by Pharisees as a proof text for resurrection, as they say "The person WOUNDED, is healed, the one killed is made alive")

DISCOVERING/Stripped- Arah- To make naked/ uncover, etc 6x, to pour out/ raze 6x. So here God exposed the enemy as defenceless. FOUNDATION/Foot- Yesod- Foundation 10x, bottom 1x. Lev 4:7 At the BOTTOM of the altar. So NIV From Head to FOOT- The thoroughness of God's humiliation of the wicked enemy deserves pause for meditation. If this sinks into our being, the whole of our life will be more positive and worshipping.

3:14. THOU DIDST STRIKE THROUGH WITH HIS STAVES/own spear- For a defenceless man to snatch the spear from the hands of a gloating enemy, and kill him with it was a triumph. This pictures what God did on behalf of Israel at the crossing of the Red Sea, Ex 14. In the eyes of Pharaoh and his army, the Israelites were at their mercy, as they dashed in for an easy kill. The result clinched the deliverance from Egypt, demonstrating the will and capacity of God their Deliverer – It’s no wonder they burst into song! Ex 15.

SECRETLY/in hiding- Be mistar- Ps 10:9 He lies in wait SECRETLY as a lion. The Egyptians manoeuvred to pounce on their prey. "To devour the helpless poor, from an AMBUSH." There is no suggestion that the Egyptians didn't intend to boast about it afterwards!

3:15. WALK THROUGH/trample THE SEA- Darak- To tread down/ on. A purposeful treading. Deu 1:36 promised Caleb, and 11:24, Israel as a whole, possession of the land on which they SET THEIR FEET. And Judg 9:27 of TREADING grapes, to make wine. To WALK sounds pedestrian and dull. NIV captures the excitement of God's intervention.

THE HEAP/churning- Chomer- clay, mortar. Clay was both heaped up, and trampled down/ churned with water by trampling, to prepare it for use in pottery, house-building, etc. The latter gives the more vivid picture here, of the effect of God's wind on the Red Sea. - Nah 3:14 Tread the MORTAR. the GREAT WATERS. 

3:16-19 RECORDS HABAKKUK'S RESPONSE TO ALL THIS. IN HIMSELF HE FELT TOTALLY HELPLESS AND DISTRESSED, AND YET IN THAT WEAKNESS HE FACED THE LORD WITH CONFIDENCE THAT, COME WHAT MAY, THE LORD WOULD PROVE TO BE HIS ENABLING STRENGTH AND JOY. As he expresses his faith in the Lord, he sets the stage for all that encouragement which his words have given to God's people in the years since he wrote.  We ourselves should take courage in turn to express our faith in the face of every disaster, as we also look to our all-sufficient Lord. Habakkuk states his FEELINGS briefly, quickly turning to consider his enabling LORD.

3:16 BELLY/heart AND LIPS- Trembled, pounded, quivered. BONES ROTTENNESS/Decay- Raqab- used of rotten wood. The bones/ the strength of our body, may seem totally inadequate to keep us in shape/ upright - we may feel like a jellyfish, but like Habakkuk, we can wait patiently for the Lord to complete what He is doing. TROUBLE/ Calamity- Tsarah- Distress, affliction, etc. Gen 42:1 We saw the ANGUISH of Joseph's soul. The effect on Israel of the Babylonian invasion, then the fate Babylon itself would suffer.

3:17 As clear and vivid in English as in Hebrew, except FAIL- Kachash- to fail, deceive. The hope of a harvest proves to be deceptive.

3:18. REJOICE- Alaz/ Alats- Rejoice, exult. (Not Simchah the word for spontaneous rejoicing, and merry-making appropriate to victory, harvest, a wedding, etc.) Alaz is commonly used of rejoicing in the Lord and his provision, Ps 5:1 Let those who love Thy name be JOYFUL, Ps 68:4 Sing unto God and REJOICE before Him, etc. God's people can rejoice in the Lord, in that way, in spite of all natural reasons for gloom and grumbling. The sunshine it basks in is not that natural to this life, but is claimed by, and results from, FAITH/ confidence in the LORD that our being His, and in His hand, we can be content. Better than that, as we ask His help in seeking to put His kingdom first in our lives, and to delight ourselves in the Lord, we will find that what He gives is in fact what our hearts need and desire, Ps 37:3-5; Mt 6:33.

JOY/Be Joyful- Gil/ gul- Rejoice, be glad. Prov 24:17 Let not thy heart BE GLAD when your enemy stumbles. Ps 31:7 I will BE GLAD and rejoice in Thy Mercy. So, it is a willed gladness, a deliberate and responsible taking pleasure in, rather than spontaneous and casual. It is easy for us to be so pre-occupied with aches and pains, our failures and limitations, our disappointments, discouragements, cares and fears, that they fill our whole vision. In proportion to God's Universe, and eternity, their sum is so tiny, yet if we bury our nose in them, we can see nothing else. God grant us the grace Habakkuk had, and willingness to receive it, so that we look off to the Lord, His eternal purposes of wise holy LOVE, and purposefully REJOICE IN THE GOD OF OUR SALVATION. **5

3:19 THE LORD GOD IS MY STRENGTH- Chayil- Army, host, etc 100x, strength etc 34x, valour, valiantly etc 54x, Riches/ Goods 31x, virtuous etc 6x. Chayil is used of all that is involved in living life to the full in all sorts of demanding situations. Yes, the LORD is ALL OF THOSE, and eager to be them to us for our need. Of course He IS both our strength and our joy, but we experience Him as such, only when we give Him the chance to be that to us, by looking to Him in Faith, resting in Him. He IS perfectly adequate for all our needs, and as He Himself has chosen where we are to walk, He is also committed to fitting us to walk there with Him. 

HIGH PLACES Heights- Bamah- High Place, mountain ridge. Often Bamah refers to heathen places of worship, but here it obviously means the craggy ridges where deer live, because they are safe there. Deu 32:13 says God made Israel Ride on the HIGH PLACES of the earth that he might eat the increase of the field, suck honey out of the rock (Bees make good use of crevices in limestone crags common in Israel) and goes on to list the fullness of God's food provision. Is 58:14 promises coming blessing You shall delight yourself in the Lord, and I will cause you to ride upon the HIGH PLACES of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob.

Footnote **5. I was once rebuked by a skylark when holidaying in a primitive country cottage, recovering after an operation for Haemorrhoids. There was a steady, cold, sullen "Sou-West rain." The "Outhouse" was drafty, and the reluctant, painful functioning of my body kept me there endlessly. When suddenly I was challenged by the unmistakable sound of a skylark trilling away invisibly somewhere up in that cold grey sky. The good it did me is summed up in the verses written at that time:

REJOICE IN THE LORD - ALWAYS

Through driving rain, the skylark soared, that cold spring day,

And soaring, sang of skies of blue, and sunlit joys yet clouded o'er.

With wet, cold, fluttering wings, to rain-soaked chilly ground it trilled away,

Of nests and nestlings yet to be, amid the strong, sweet scented growth of grass and flowers.

So Christian heart, take courage, God still lives!

Against the chill grey drift of present pain and fear hold fast the shining truth, in faith still soar and sing. The future bliss remains untouched.

Beyond the reach of timorous care, unseen through weeping clouds, His bright warm love shines on - His promise sure - "Lo I am with you now... always."

HAGGAI

INTRODUCTION

This book challenges the reader with the possibility of doing business with God, taking up the task of doing His will. The businesslike language, obvious in English, is even more obvious in the original. The Hebrew words Haggai used, are simple, direct, and almost always, the same word, the same phrase etc. is used again and again. Such precise repetition as in a business contract avoids any uncertainty. If this seems a trifle dull to those concerned with literary style, it is a great gain to the businesslike - those readers who are willing to DO SOMETHING about the message. It means that there is no "small print" hidden meanings, that could cause problems in fulfilling our side of the contract.

Two actors are "on stage" throughout, real people with whom we can identify. Behind them are two great Powers who have given them their position, and to whom they are answerable. Their names are constantly before us, and those names themselves carry a message. [Authors are free to name their characters in such a way as to emphasise the point of their story. God, the "Author of life," has no problem in arranging for this to be so in life itself.]

Zerubbabel- Born in Babylon/ Offspring of Babylon, Era- seed, Babel- Confusion, Gen 11:9. Babylon. This man carries in his name the constant reminder of the Exile, which apostate Israel brought on itself. Born in that city of rebellion against God, and under His judgment, yet he is also son/grandson of Shealtiel/Salathiel- Asked of God. This reminds us of our dual heredity as "Saved Sinners," inheriting our "Old nature" from Adam, and "New nature," from Christ. He is Governor of Jerusalem, a devastated province shared by Jews, Samaritans, and Heathen, who dispute ownership rights in much the situation of modern Jew and Arab in Israel today, except that the Governor of Samaria was Zerubbabel's immediate superior! Their total population might be 1% of the mighty Persian Empire, under one of its greatest Kings, Darius. Zerubbabel had to be careful.

Joshua (In Greek JESUS)- Jehovah's Salvation/ Jehovah Saves, is son of Josedech- Jehovah is Righteous/ Righteousness of Jehovah. What a challenge to live up to! Will he in fact live up to his name? AND his position, for he is God's HIGH PRIEST- the man who represents God to God's people, and represents them to God. While he lives he is the One Mediator between God and man. Heathen priests were concerned only with rituals, and the tricks of their trade - bullying the nation to get what they could for their god and themselves, and bribing their god to get what they could for their people. God's people were called to be Holy=  God-oriented, in ALL that they were and did. The LAW set out the lifestyle that would set a Righteous, Holy God free to shower them with the blessings His love and grace had provided for them. 

The High Priest must so live in fellowship with God that He knew God's will and taught it, applying His Law to every detail of daily living, in such a way, and in such a spirit, that God's people would be moved to live in fellowship with God themselves. For every failure to do so, he MUST offer sacrifices, both for himself and for them - Heb 9:7, including the annual sprinkling of blood before and on the mercy seat, in the Holy of Holies, on the solemn "Day of Atonement."

BUT THERE WAS NO HOLY OF HOLIES FOR JOSHUA. Its stones were a heap of rubble. The foundation had been laid, the altar raised, and used. Then they had refused partnership with the half-heathen Samaritans who had added Jehovah to their own gods with the help of an Israelite Golden Calf priest, 2 Ki 17:24-41. In spite, at not being allowed an equal say in the rebuilding of the Jerusalem Temple, the latter had stirred up a previous King of Persia to forbid further rebuilding, Ezra Chapters 3-4.

Joshua's position required him to keep his eyes on the Lord of Host s- an invisible Lord of invisible hosts. Zerubbabel's position required him to keep his eyes on a visible Emperor, with all too visible hosts, including his immediate superior in Samaria. Haggai's position required him to command them both to ignore the visible, obey the invisible, and ACT FOR GOD IN A VISIBLE WAY IN THE VISIBLE WORLD. It is easier to do things to honour God in the privacy of our hearts, homes, and congregations, than it is to go out to speak for Him, and live for Him in a world controlled by human bosses, human rules, human values, and human Government.  BUT GOD'S BLESSING IS POURED OUT STILL ON THOSE WHO ARE SUBJECTED TO THE PRESSURE AND POWER OF THE WORLD AROUND, AND YET OBEY/ LIVE IN THE PRESENCE OF, THE INVISIBLE GOD, 2 Cor 3:14-4:18.

The secret of Haggai's success, is in the emphasis of his message. Darius is mentioned 3 times, as the background against which God's work is done, but attention is concentrated on the Lord. The other factor is prompt and energetic obedience. This got God's work done, while God's servants left it to Him to protect them from any nasty consequences, or not, as He chose. See Dan. 3:16-18; Acts 4:18-31. Thinking about doing God's will can be a disastrous alternative to prompt obedience. "Too much ANALYSIS leads to PARALYSIS" is often true. God's enabling grace to Joshua features in Zech 3, and to Zerubbabel in Zech 4.

So, DOING BUSINESS WITH GOD is the title that comes to mind for this short book, that is full of God and His purposes. He is named LORD ALMIGHTY 14x, LORD 17x, He SPEAKS 24x, saying "I WILL.." 18x, and ACTS, or PROMISES ACTION 14x. God is active, eager that His work be done in this world, but in Haggai alone is this tied to the calendar, with a businesslike contract offered and taken up - measurable results in a measurable time. God urges His people to join in this work. With three simple questions, He challenges them to think and act. As they respond with hearts/ minds/ lives, He personally guarantees the results

1:1 SECOND YEAR OF DARIUS.. MONTH.. DAY. Note the businesslike, factual preciseness. God was at work, and they must get to work at once in a land ruled by a powerful Earthly Monarch, but they must ignore him and in faith keep their eyes on God.

CAME THE WORD- Dabar- This word equally means THING, or a LAWSUIT. Its use here emphasises that there was a concrete definiteness about the message. God's message/ ideas were embodied in specific clear words. This may remind us that in the NT God's message was embodied in an even more concrete form - The Word, made flesh, manifesting perfectly the glories of the unseen Father, living and proclaiming perfectly His will for us, Jn 1:14.

THE LORD- Jehovah/ Yaweh- The personal Covenant Name of God in relation to Israel. He who IS, and ACTS. The NT always translates this name as Kurios, and uses it of the LORD Jesus Christ, e.g. Phil 2:11 Every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD.

PROPHET- Nabi- Ist used in Gen 20:7 of Abraham, but the role is defined in the second use, Ex 7:1-2. Aaron will be Moses' PROPHET. This sets the pattern of the PROPHETS being God's Spokesmen, speaking in His presence, with His authority, and subject to His further elaboration of the message in further revelations. God gave tests by which His true prophets would be known. What they say must come to pass - God can't make mistakes. What they say must be in His Name, and must encourage obedience to His already revealed will - God is consistent, Deu 13:1-5, 18:20-22.

GOVERNOR- Pechah- An under-ruler, holding a position of authority on the basis of satisfactory performance. 1st, CAPTAINS, 1 Ki 20:24. 

HIGH PRIEST- God's representative, responsible for knowing God's will, teaching it, encouraging and leading Israel in Godly living and God-pleasing action.

1:2 LORD OF HOSTS/Almighty- Tsaba- Used of those mustered in an orderly manner, ready to serve a superior, in an army, or labour force. God is LORD of the angelic HOST-Tsaba, the HOST- Tsaba of the starry Heavens, and the HOST- Tsaba of His obedient people on earth.

THIS/These PEOPLE SAY- They were distancing themselves from God and His will, and must act as His people before He can say "My people." 

IT IS NOT TIME- When a work for God is proposed, have you noticed how often and easily we find good reasons for not starting NOW? Our INTENTION to obey the Lord IN THE FUTURE, to study his Word/ pray regularly/ work for Him, when a more convenient time comes, is no threat to the Enemy, merely a laughing matter.

Could we ever postpone doing God's will with more reason than they had?

POLITICALLY- A Government decree had stopped the work.

SOCIALLY- They were returned refugees only 17 years back in the land, having taking up ruined houses and farms - the ones no-one had bothered to move into during the 70 years they had been abandoned.

NUMERICALLY- Something like 50,000 people, including the elderly, women and children, to rebuild the Temple. Solomon had built it when he had about 1,300,000 men fit for military service to call on, and large numbers of subject peoples. **6

ECONOMICALLY- Everything had been going from bad to worse - crop failure, wastage of stored goods, inadequate food and clothing. How unreasonable to expect them to build God's house THAT year - do God's work under THOSE circumstances. ALL the facts were against it!

Well, all except ONE fact - the fact that their God had sent them to do that very thing, Ezra 1:1-4. They had lost sight of the Glory of God, and His purposes in their lives. They were forgetting that He was the ALMIGHTY LORD OF HOSTS. And, somehow, at least some of them, had found the means to build luxurious homes for themselves. Looking after their own interests had not been impossible. It never is, if that is what our hearts are set on. WE easily forget that the One who gave us our marching orders, holds ALL power in Heaven and earth, and will be with us as we go, Mt 28:18-20.

QUESTION 1    -     IS IT TIME? 

1:4 CEILED/Panelled- Wooden lining for walls and ceiling made a stone building much more comfortable, and beautiful, but it was an expensive luxury. The Temple, and Solomon's Palace, had such cedar panelling, 1 Ki 6:9; 7:3, 7. In effect God charges them with turning their Homes into Palaces, where they lived like Kings, and worshipped material comfort and possessions.

Footnote **6. Taking the figures from David's earlier census, 2 Sam 24:1-9.

1:5 CONSIDER/Give careful thought to- Sim Leb- Literally "SET YOUR HEART" on your ways, review them with a deep exercise of heart before God. Take stock of where you are at/ where your pattern of life is leading you. Keen workers need to do this, as well as the lazy and self-indulgent. Satan prefers us to be too busy for this sort of thing, even if it is too busy working for God. Our earnest endeavours for the Lord we love, may drift from joyful fellowship with Him in it, into the guilt-driven hard grind of serving God as if He were a slave-master, kept going by pride in our success, or pride that will not give in until the smoking flax of self ends in personal burn-out, or family disaster. Cp 1 Cor 13:1-3; Rev 2:1-5.

1:6 YOU HAVE PLANTED.. YOU EAT- The whole round of life had been maintained, actively, yet it was all unrewarding, empty, unsatisfying. It's not merely that they FELT that way about it, it was a fact in God's sight, and they had been warned that it would be so, Deu 28:38-48. When they put THEIR needs and wants first, they were working at cross purposes with Him. He and His purposes are changeless, being the perfection of wisdom, righteousness, and love. But, we change so easily. (This is both our shame, and our hope. In the whole universe we humans may be the only creatures able to repent.) When we go our own way, it is in opposition to Him. Frustration, spiritual poverty and misery always results, and often, as in their case, it will be physical and economic as well.

In the 1960's people in New Zealand, along with the Western World, threw off the social and sexual restraints of past Godliness, and plunged carefree into the freedom to do whatever they felt like. The natural result, forty years later, is a nation struggling under the intolerable FINANCIAL cost of increased numbers of people in broken homes, or solo families, and in hospital and prison. But THAT is only money. Human remedies exist, and are being tried. The real and eternal tragedy is the PERSONAL cost in disordered personalities, emotional confusion, and inclination to abuse/ exploit themselves and others. These make it impossible for many people to enjoy even this life.

(a) Christ is indeed the answer to all our needs, and our seeking FIRST His Kingdom and righteousness is the only way that sets Him free to meet those needs. But the Godless, and the Carnal Christian alike, see that as irrelevant, and have eyes only for THEIR Needs. Their needs ARE real, but they are like a Bumble Bee bashing its head angrily against the window glass, resisting, and possibly stinging the hand that would in a moment set them free, if only they would trust it and let it have its way! As long as sinful, disobedient man insists that God meet the needs he feels, before He will consider acknowledging God, his case is hopeless. Selfish people want to USE God for their own selfish purposes, and God can bless only those willing to put themselves into His hands on His terms, The only salvation available is in Christ crucified, and involves death to selfish rights. Those who twist the Gospel to make it offer the blessings the godless desire, while endeavouring to show the LOVE of God to mankind, and ease the sufferings sinners bring on themselves, are more likely to erect a wall between God and the unrepentant sinner.

(b) In any case pleasing self, seeking satisfaction in material, social, or physical success, is hopeless. Every attempt to put THESE first and satisfy our desire for them, inflates the Ego, and its appetites. It is like the temporary dampening down of a fire by smothering it with combustible material! The more you have the more you want. 

(c) 1 Cor 13:1-3 reminds us that the most earnest exercise of the highest gifts God has entrusted to us will be empty and unsatisfying, if Love (His love) is not motivating our action/ shining out through it/ central to it.

EARNED WAGES- The truth applies to wage-earners as well as to the wealthy. INTO A BAG/Purse WITH HOLES- Does that sum up our lives at times? We too have needs - food, clothes, homes, friends, someone to marry, rewarding work, holidays - of course we need them. But if we put them FIRST on our list, and try to fit God and fellowship with Him and His work around them where we can, our life too will be empty and discontented. 

We were created for fellowship with God. The price may seem too high, but nothing less will satisfy us now, or in eternity. Our FIRST need is for Jesus to be our Saviour and Lord. SELF-will, SELF-righteousness, SELF-indulgence, SELF-pity, SELF-pride, SELF-despair SELF in its many and varied manifestations will hold us back from that by every threat and trick that Satan can use to fuel our selfish desires. BUT as we put God First, He in all His Almighty, All-wise, Holy, Eternal Love will GIVE US HIMSELF, entering every part of our life that is opened to Him, and it is a small thing then for Him to add to us all that we need, Mt 6:24-34; 1 Cor 15:57-58; Eph 3:14-21; Phil 3:7-21; Heb 12:1-3; Jude 24-25.

1:8 GO TO THE MOUNTAINS, BRING Timber- Roof trusses etc would need substantial, long timbers, available only at a distance, as nearer sources would have been used up. See Neh 2:8.

BUILD.. I WILL TAKE PLEASURE IN IT- God is always eager to bless His people, and to take pleasure in what they do. This sums up fellowship between God and us. 

The purpose of the Tabernacle and Temple was that He would be seen to dwell in the midst of His people, Ex 25:8; 29:42-46. God's love for His people is exercised in accordance with His character, He does not/cannot, bless them willy-nilly, as this would harden them in independence, indifference, or rebellion. Spoilt brats neither enjoy themselves nor bring pleasure to others. He is able to take pleasure in His people, when they are responsive to Him. Hence the requirements He sets, are invitations to fellowship and blessing.

I WILL BE GLORIFIED- The God of Glory stoops in grace to be GLORIFIED by the rebuilding of a simple temple building. He who is worshipped by the uncounted HOSTS of Heaven, could sit wearied by a well in Samaria, to seek out a sinful woman and speak to her of the Father's desire that such as she, and us, should have the blessed, ennobling privilege of worshipping Him, Jn 4.

1:9-10 I BLEW AWAY- In winnowing they depended on the wind to blow away the husk and leave the grain. It was as if their grain was mere husks, blown away. God intervened to make a bad situation worse, so that their desperate need would bring repentance and blessing. STAYED FROM/withheld DEW- Dew in Israel is a significant source of moisture, in the dry season, especially in Galilee on the slopes of Mt Hermon.

1:11 I CALLED- Qara- To name, or to proclaim publicly. FOR DROUGHT- God also publicly and specifically proclaimed a drought through Elijah, 1 Ki 17:1.

1:12 REMNANT- Sheerith, a word used by the prophets to describe only THE Remnant - The Jews who by God's Sovereign grace were brought back to the land to make a new start, re-found the nation, and establish a line of descent that would be living there 600 years later when Messiah came. Exiled for idolatry, God sent them to the heart of idolatry, Babylon, where they learned to reject at least its grosser forms. 

They were in many ways in a position similar to that of the Christian Church. They were an "Ecclesia= a Called Out Company," established by their positive response to a universal invitation, that whosoever will, should go up and rebuild Jerusalem, Ezra 1:1-3. Their attitude of dependence on the written Word of God, and willingness to endeavour to put it into practice, Ezra 3:2, 3; 6:18; Neh 8:14-15; 10:35-36; 13:1, gives a valuable lesson to those of us who wish to follow New Testament principles in our church life.

FEAR- Yare- Sometimes fear in the sense of showing due respect to the person/ position of those in authority, and avoiding angering them. But often, as here, to take God and His revealed will seriously, to honour him by obedience, to take more notice of HIM than of their own natural desires, instincts, public opinion, OR the possible reaction of earthly authorities if we obey God. To FEAR God, is to put Him First, to seek First His Kingdom and His righteousness, Mt 6:33. This is The beginning/ foundation of all Wisdom, Prov 1:7, because GOD KNOWS what is best, LOVES what is best, and is the ALMIGHTY FACT that must be reckoned with, ETERNALLY.

1:13 MESSENGER- Malak- One sent with the authority of the sender, to act on his behalf, with the expectation that he will be accepted/ responded to as if the Master was personally present. It is used equally of men taking a message for another man, or of men and angels taking a message for God. MESSAGE.. I AM WITH YOU- The greatest possible incentive to action. From FEAR to FEARLESSNESS sums up the effect of knowing this, Heb 13:5-6. 

1:14  THE LORD STIRRED UP- As earlier Ezra 1:5. THE SPIRIT- Ruach- Sometimes wind, breath, life, (Or the Spirit of God,) but otherwise as here, the mindset, attitude, inner decision-making core of man that determines his actions. WORK IN/on THE HOUSE OF THE LORD OF HOSTS- Jehovah Tsaba. The LORD of all the ORDERED HOSTS of Heaven, was with this struggling group on earth, as they came to orderliness, under Him, to build His house, at His command. This is also the privilege and empowering of feeble congregations today, so that they CAN do His will, if only they look to Him, Mt 18:19-20

THEIR GOD- Elohim- THEIR God, the One they acknowledged as Creator, Sustainer, Covenant God and Saviour, whose orders they were now obeying. Haggai first calls Him the Lord of Hosts - what He is in Himself and ever has been whether or not men exist or acknowledge Him. Then, derived from this, their God - what He is to them, a small but real portion of His being, honoured known/ loved. Anything that is not what HE IS, is a false god.

1:15 DAY.. MONTH.. YEAR of DARIUS. The oft repeated specific setting. God's people are not called to function in a make-believe world, or when it suits them. We face, under God, a specific "this-world" situation, and a "this-world" calendar. We use "this-world" words, and "this-world" material, to do a work visible in this world, BUT under an invisible Commander, achieving eternal, spiritual, invisible results. It took only 3 weeks to get THEM going. Prompt obedience is the mark of Faith. Cp Abraham, Gen 22:1-3. I wish I’d always been prompt in obedience.

CHAPTER 2

QUESTION   2    -     HOW DOES IT LOOK?
(Three weeks had passed. Getting going is hard. Keeping going is harder. Distraction, discouragement and division are the Devil's tools. )

2:1-3 SEE/Look- Raah- to see perceptively. A few of the oldest had vivid memories of the temple of Solomon in its Glory, heightened, no doubt by the passing of time. To them the re-building was a pathetic substitute. Ezra 3:11-13. They might well have said IT LOOKS LIKE NOTHING, and succumbed to "Nothingitis." We meet that disease of unbelief and discouragement often. "Nothing worthwhile is happening in OUR Assembly, OUR district, OUR fellowship. Nothing worth getting excited about and committing ourselves to. All we can do is to be faithful in carrying on our traditional routines that have lost their point and joy.” And less pious/ more practical Believers may even say “We might as well quit, and enjoy ourselves!" 

It isn’t only YOUNG FOLK who get discontented. Ezra 3:12 makes solemn reading for us "oldies." When the builders laid the foundation of the Temple, the younger folk shouted for joy, and praised the Lord. The old wept aloud because it was not like Solomon's Temple, not like the "Good old days." Of course they WERE only a weak, despised group, trying to heap up re-used stone into a 3rd rate Temple, BUT GOD LOVED THEM FOR IT, HE WAS DELIGHTED WITH THEM, AND CHEERED THEM UP. Obedience always brings blessing and joy.

2:4 BE STRONG- Chazaq- Be strong, strengthen, harden, take hold of. In other words "Pull yourself together, and give it all you've got!" The word is used of the HARDENING of Pharaoh Ex 8:19, and of Joshua BEING STRONG Deu 31:6. In one sense we can DO NOTHING FOR GOD. He alone can do His work. All we are and have is His anyway. But in a very real way, He has granted to us responsibility, and with it accountability. Everything He commands, He guarantees and enables, but it is up to us to be strong, harden ourselves against self and selfish alternatives, and take hold of the promises and power of God. HE HIMSELF was with them as they built. He is with us also, in our feeblest efforts, Mt 28:18-20.

WORK- Their job, and ours is TO BE STRONG AND WORK. A God-given mission that makes all His people MISSIONaries.

2:5 COVENANTED- Lit. "Cut the Covenant" as Gen 15:18 with Abraham, the cutting in half of the Covenant Sacrifice animals is specified. Apparently Covenants were made final and binding by those covenanting passing between these severed pieces. As in the Covenant with Noah, GOD HIMSELF took the initiative and set the terms. Any covenant initiated by us, is of dubious value, and may be mere presumption. 

In a GOD-APPROVED COVENANT, He sets the terms consistent with His eternally changeless character. This makes it possible for Him to fellowship with His people. In Christ crucified on Calvary, He reaches out to our modern world in what might be called the Covenant of Grace that depends on what God has done (not on anything we can do) set out in the terms of Jn 3:16; Rom 3:20-26; 8:1-39; 2 Pet 1:1-11, etc.

Deu 29 records a new generation of Israel entering into/ taking up the Covenant God had offered/ given at Sinai. Such taking up of God's Covenant or failing to do so was THE great fact of Israel's History, the source of all their glory and joy, or sorrow and shame. The invitation/ challenge is repeated, in vain, right to the last book, Malachi, which ends with "curse."

MY SPIRIT REMAINS- They need fear neither ridicule for their weakness, nor the King's anger for their boldness. The Spirit seals the covenant and makes it effective as in Eph 1:13; 4:30.

2:6-7 I WILL SHAKE- Raash- As an earthquake. As the Jordan flows down an extension of the Great Rift Valley, Israel suffers severe earthquakes. A major earthquake terrifies us, robbing us of all sense of security, because it shakes the most stable, unchanging things we know - the earth under our feet, and the hills around us. The Bible views such a shaking as proclaiming the overwhelming presence and power of the Lord, who moves all things, but remains Himself unmoved – He is the Rock, the infinite, unchanging reality. 

We who stand in awe of earthquakes should surely stand in awe of God- Ezek 38:20 uses the same word of men trembling in His presence. The only real security is in our unchanging Lord and Saviour, by whom alone, everything, (apart from the Godhead), was created, exists and functions. And He will, through His Cross, ultimately bring all things into harmony with the purposes and glory, of God, 1 Cor 15:22-28; Col 1:15-20; Heb 1:3. The ETERNAL GOD is our only TRUE REFUGE, and that sets us free to do what He has commanded us, Deu 33:27. Blessed be His name, political earthquakes, personal earthquakes of thought or emotions, and physical earthquakes, leave us still safe in Christ. We are safe in His hands for ever, Jn 10:28-29.

THE DESIRE/Desired- Chamad- To be strongly desired/desirable. 1st used in Gen 2:9 Every tree PLEASANT to the eyes, 3:6 A tree to be DESIRED to make one wise. Ex 20:17, Thou shalt not COVET.  If seems to refer to Messiah/Christ as the desired Coming One. If that is so the closest parallel to the use here is the description of Saul in 1 Sam 9:20, On whom is the DESIRE of all Israel.

I WILL FILL- Male- to fill, fulfil, develop to its full potential. See Hab 2:14. The earth shall be FILLED with the knowledge of the Glory of God. So here, this Temple will be FILLED with His Glory, as the Glory Cloud filled the Tabernacle, Ex 40:34-35, and Solomon's Temple, 2 Chr 5:13-14, So the Word made flesh, the revealer of the Glory of God, would one day stand in this Temple, Mal 3:1-3; Jn 2:12-17. 

2:8 SILVER, GOLD- Solomon had tons of these, to adorn his temple. The Remnant had very little. What did it matter? God owning all the treasures of the world, could provide as much or little as He desired. Their part (as it is ours today, 2 Cor 8:12,) was simply to use in His service, what He gave. The Samaritan enemies got an earthquake type shake up, when instead of being allowed to stop the work, they were told to FINANCE IT! Ezra 6:8.

2:9 GLORY- Kabod- Used 19x of Human glory, but 100x of the Glory of God seen in Creation and Redemption. (35x referring to the visible glory cloud of His presence in the Tabernacle, Temple, etc.) Zech 2:5 speaks of the day when He will be A wall of fire around Jerusalem, and the GLORY within it.
GREATER- The shabby little Temple that was all they could build, was later the heart of Herod's magnificent Temple but this is not what is referred to. The GREATER GLORY, was God the Son Himself, who in human form perfectly manifesting the Glory of God,  Jn 1:14: Heb 1:3,  twice stood in its courts purifying His Father's house, Jn 2:14-17, Mt 21:12-16. In the veiled GLORY of His perfect Humanity, He stood and called to the temple worshippers If any man thirst, let him come to me and drink, Jn 7:37.

PEACE- Shalom- Peace, wholeness, health. Peace is one of the loveliest words in Scripture. It describes the state of being in harmony with God, within ourselves, and with our neighbours. Peace with God was pictured, and provided for in the Temple Sacrifices. The SIN OFFERING, depicted their being made right with God, through shed blood covering their sins. The WHOLE BURNT OFFERING depicted their desire for their lives to be wholly surrendered to God, followed by The PEACE OFFERING- Shelem, linked with Firstfruits and Tithes, depicted their enjoying God's gifts in fellowship with HIM and sharing that blessing with others. Deu 14:22-29; 26:12-13, etc.

So, in the NT, we who were God's enemies, now have Peace with God through the blood of His (Christ's) Cross, Col 1:20. Knowing God as our Loving Heavenly Father sets us free to accept all our past, present, and future from His hand, Rom 8:28-39. With this "accepting-ourselves-our-circumstances" peace of heart, mind, and soul within, we can live at peace with those around us, and so function more easily, enjoyably and effectively to God's glory, and our own fulfillment. As we allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit of God, the fruit of the Spirit - Love, Joy, PEACE, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control, Gal 5:22-23,  mark our lives.

Sadly the words of Jer 2:13 are true of the godless, who, refusing the constantly renewed flow of wholeness from God, try to satisfy their thirst with the run-off water from the streets, stored in cisterns that will crack and leak under the pressures of life. There is no peace for the Godless Isa 57:15-21. As with Jerusalem, Lk 19:41-44, refusing the Saviour dooms to destruction. In the measure Believers give in to their natural desires they rob themselves of peace. To what DEGREE am I enjoying the PEACE provided?

QUESTION 3  -  IS HOLINESS/DEFILEMENT-  CONTAGIOUS?
2:11 The LAW- Torah- Torah can refer to the instruction given by parents or teachers, Prov 1:8; 3:1, etc, but here, as usually, it refers to the LAW given to Israel, through Moses, at Mt Sinai. This LAW taught them what was God-honouring, so that they could choose to try to live in fellowship with Him. From that fellowship all His blessings would flow to them, and they be able to enjoy them.  If....

2:12-14 BE HOLY- Qodesh- Holy, set apart for God and His purposes. BE UNCLEAN- Tame- Unfit for the service of God, as in Lev 5:2, Even if a man was unaware of touching something UNCLEAN the contact made him UNCLEAN. Mt 23:24 Strain out the gnat, refers to the Pharisees' habit of straining wine etc before drinking so as to avoid contact with a drowned insect.) These two questions are not trivial quibbling about fine details of religious ritual. They make two very practical points:-

1. A church fellowship that shuts itself off from the world becomes a stuffy, self righteous, ingrown backwater, unable to use the Gospel effectively. But simply breaking down the barriers, and getting out to mix with the world in everything they do in the hope of uplifting them is like putting a dozen good peaches into a case of rotten ones in the hope that the whole case will become good! Evil IS highly infectious - good, isn't. Christ, as the "Friend of Sinners" did mix with the world to their blessing, but He did so in the power of God, for the purposes of God. Christians mixing with the world, ON THE WORLD'S TERMS, to have fun, or to avoid the world's ridicule, is a different matter. Bitter emptiness of personal lives and churches always results.

How can we bring Salvation to the lost, and be kept from their pollution? MY SPIRIT REMAINS WITH YOU, 2:5  - Our holiness comes from the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit. If our mixing with the world is in obedience to His guidance He will enable us to Live and Speak Christ, among God-disobeying people. He is our safeguard, and the source of their blessing.

2. If God's people give PART of their money, PART of their time, PART of their life to Him, and ignore Him and His will in their use of the rest, can that sanctify the whole of their life? Certainly not. There is no way that being obedient, and seeking fellowship with our Lord in PART of our life and shutting Him out of the rest will sanctify the rest, and make it acceptable to God. The defilement of self-centredness, self-interest, etc in the rest of our life will spread to the area in which we seek to honour God. How often public witness for Christ, has done more harm than good when the unsurrendered private life has become a disgrace to the name of Christ and Christian.

The Macedonian believers got it right, 2 Cor 8:5. They FIRST gave THEMSELVES to the Lord, and then made themselves available to help in the Lord's work. So in Haggai's time, when God's people put the LORD and His will and His work FIRST, it set Him free to bless and use ALL THEIR ACTIVITIES AND LIVES. 1 Cor 3:10-15, warns against our building wood, hay, and stubble. I Cor 13 sharpens the point by saying that anything done except in love - our heart open to and responding to the Love of God so that it flows out in love for others - is a waste of time, effort, and life. Until God comes first in our lives, and we live in loving obedience/ obedient love, we are cutting ourselves off from blessing. Whatever is done/ offered is unacceptable, UNCLEAN, as long as self remains central in our lives. The TEACHING is clear cut, and so is our Goal - our experience is often a confused patchwork.

1:15 CONSIDER- As in 1:5. We need to look carefully at our personal lives, and at the life of our assembly fellowship. We know all too well that whenever an attempt to reach out with the Gospel is considered, we ask "Yes, but where could I find the time - my garden needs doing, my house needs painting, my work, my study needs extra time, I need relaxation - I- me- my- our." I don't know what happens to the homes and gardens of "Jehovah's Witnesses," but I do know that their "useless and annoying" door knocking increased their numbers in NZ from 428 in the 1936 census, to 10,318 in the 1971 census.

But the main point is that when the LORD COMES FIRST, and in everything we are doing we have our eye on HIM, the work by which we earn our living, our painting our house, and our holiday making, are alike part of our witness and our worship, our fellowship with the Lord of Glory. To do EVERYTHING in the whole round of life enthusiastically from the heart as unto the Lord, Col 3:23, is the most powerful testimony He could make through us. And to do ALL things without complaining and arguing, Phil 2:14, likewise. As a small beginning towards that goal, many of us have found it most helpful to get up each day early enough to spend time with the Lord then, and begin each day thanking Him for it, and looking to him to bless it.

Local Believers Ivan and Olive Boyd, by living in a Caravan most of the year, gave themselves the spare time to visit many homes in North Canterbury, and so reaped a harvest of souls. Our homes can be chosen and designed so as to set us free to welcome folk in for the Lord. Our gardens planned so as to give us free time for Bible study and outreach. AND our programme can be adjusted so that our children are happily involved with us and the Lord, not orphaned by their parents being slavishly involved in formal service to Him. Devotional drudgery of witness or worship has no appeal to our children and younger people in general. A life of warm fellowship with the Lord and in His service for others is something that even toddlers can be glad to be part of.

2:16-17 ALL that they did was being done without God being central to it.  Satan introduced this pattern as normal for man as a God-ignoring rebel, so God could not allow it to be blessed or a blessing. He had actively intervened against them, as promised in Deu 28:22.

2:18-19 SEED/Grain, VINE/Grape, OLIVE- The major crops listed in the order of harvesting. The Exodus being used to make a new religious "First month," Ex 12:2," of what had been the SEVENTH month of the old calendar causes uncertainty. But if the months here are counted as in Lev 23, this announcement came appropriately as the new crops were being sown, and sprouting up. God says "This new season will show what I will do for you now that you have put Me/ My house FIRST." 

Earlier we noted reasons for life and the Lord's service being empty and unsatisfying. And that God still shakes our security to challenge our sense of self sufficiency, and offers us His sufficiency on His unchanging terms. Here God challenges us to deal with Him on those terms, and having handed our lives over to Him for His purposes, TO PUT A RING ROUND THE DATE ON THE CALENDAR AND TO LOOK FOR THE BLESSINGS HE WILL BRING.

2:20-22 SHAKE, OVERTHROW, DESTROY- God will intervene and deal with the world order that ignores Him and opposes His people. SWORD- Symbol of sudden death and destruction. This last message concerns the future of Zerubbabel, the ancestor of, and symbol of the coming Messiah.

2:23 I WILL TAKE MY SERVANT- The committed servant/ slave of a king was privileged. Israel is God's SERVANT, Is 41:8, as are individuals such as Zerubbabel; but His PERFECT SERVANT, Is 52:13, etc, is His ANOINTED/ CHRIST/ MESSIAH, the Lord Jesus. We are “in Him,” and our service is also “in Him.”

MAKE- Sim/ sum- The same word as CONSIDER in 1:5, 7; 2:15, 17, 18. When they CONSIDER/ set their hearts and minds on what He says, He CONSIDERS/ sets His heart and mind on them, and sets them in the place and state where they can function best for Him and His purposes.

SIGNET/Ring- A selfless, privileged, role, secure, as a valued signet ring on a finger of the Hand that shakes the world system, overthrows, and destroys it, and builds a glorious new one. Archaeologists dig out clay jar handles etc stamped Le melek- "Belonging to the King." In the physical world the stamping was the work of mere servants of the King. But in the Spiritual world, it is our KING HIMSELF, in the Person of His Holy Spirit, indwelling us, who is involved in all we do for Him, that stamps both us and our work as "Belonging to the King!" Blessed be His name who Has counted us faithful, and trusted us with work to do for him, 1 Tim 1:12.

CONCLUSION 

Can we respond to the challenge of this book by "DOING BUSINESS WITH GOD" and expect to see “MEASURABLE RESULTS IN A MEASURABLE TIME," with God saying in effect, “As a result of your obedience at this point in time, You can put a ring round this day on your calendar, and it will be obvious that since then I have been transforming barren, emptiness, into fruitfulness and joyful fellowship with Me?" Is that what we wan?

It is not for us to set up such a deal with God, offering to do something if He will give us something. And we’re not free to set up its time-tabling. God has, in general terms, set up the "Deal" under which we are to operate - Mt 6:33; 28:18-20, etc. As we "sign up" and make ourselves available, we can expect Him to make our role clear, be with us in it, provide all that we need, and surprise us with His generosity at the end of the day. A bargaining spirit will be no advantage to us, Mt 20:1-16.

You may have heard or read of decisions/ dedications made, with spectacular results claimed, that seem boastful. They may be. Nothing secure can be built spiritually, on OUR decisions, yet God does expect us to make them, and use them as steps in our developing faith and fellowship in Him. And, YES, as we read his commands and promises, (THAT is the correct order,) our responses and decisions need to be expressed in words to Him, Hosea 14:2; 2 Cor 1:20 (NIV). Because our memories are uncertain, and our hearts fickle, we do well to WRITE OUT those words, and date them. They set a record to challenge our future life, both to praise the Lord for what He has done since then, and to call us to repentance and a renewed desire to "do again our first works," Rev 2:4-5.

The place of Marriage vows in married life illustrates something of the place and purpose which such actions can play in our spiritual life. The insights, the ideals, the commitments we made in our "First Love," in both cases, may go beyond what we may ever achieve. But how shallow, stupid, stunted in mind, soul and spirit we would have been if we did not feel that it was appropriate to make them. We saw truly what OUGHT TO BE. We committed ourselves to BEING THAT, and the reminder of that Commitment keeps us on that patient, oft-renewed pursuit of the goals which turn mere existence into an ever-increasing measure of LIFE.

Should OTHERS know of such dealings with God? The fact that Marriage vows are made not only before God, but also before those who are most important to us, makes them more effective. God requires from ALL of us PUBLIC profession of our having dealt with Him on His terms about Salvation, Rom 10:9-10. Baptism is normally part of this profession, spelling out the transformation which others can expect to see in our lives. 

But the specific outworkings are essentially personal, and voluntary, and Acts 4:34-5:11 gives salutary warning of the perils of publicising vows. We may, however owe it to the Lord, and those closest to us in Him, (in our home, the Elders of our fellowship, fellow workers) that we discuss with and declare to them, our dealings with God. If so, it will strengthen us in HIM.

One thing is certainly clear. God has work for each of us to do. He has made His will known to us. Prompt obedience will Glorify His Name in doing His work, and bless us as we do it. Therefore as 2:4 says "BE STRONG! and WORK!"

E. Read,  November 1989. Revised  20.10.98 & 12.8.03..
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