64
259

An   ATTEMPT   at

           LISTENING TO THE LORD

                     In 

The Epistle to the      R O M A N S
Section  1  Chapters  1-4

          God's  RIGHTEOUSNESS

                       RECEIVED BY Faith as a GIFT

          God's WRATH 

                        EARNED BY ignoring God & trusting one's own ideas

This is a brief study aid, useful to those willing to work from Scripture itself. It's most helpful to read the whole chapter or so of God's Word each time we study to provide continuous context, and to work from it all along. We all need to deal directly with the Lord in His Word, using any aids as mere tools to provoke thought and aid deeper understanding. A lifetime of receiving oral and written ministry on Romans has been enriched by study of: W. McDonald's EMMAUS course/ Believer's Bible Commentary, Translators Handbook; Commentaries by C.K. Barrett; C.E.B. Cranfield and J. Murray; and an effective exposition on Tape by S. Briscoe. Concordances have been checked, and Vine's Expository Dictionary. Reading twenty-one versions through has rounded out the general impression of the message.

To view varying translations or interpretations as contradictions, or to use them as an opportunity to take sides, is carnal, divisive and destructive of our spiritual life. To accept humbly that God's Word is high above all possible human mastery enables us to accept alternative human views as attempts to see what God is saying. These are inadequate at best, affected by the viewpoint of the writer, but contribute to a richer, fuller, and saner, understanding of Scripture than can be obtained by any individual Believer from his own experience and church position. What each contributed has become so blended into a general understanding of the Scripture that attributing ideas to their sources is impossible.

E. Read.

Explanation of signs:

SEPARATED/Set apart, etc. is KJV/Niv. [RT]= Received Text. [Nes]= Nestle Text.

LXX= Septuagint Greek translation of OT. No translation is inspired, but NT quotations conform fairly closely to it, so it's a useful guide to the Greek equivalent of OT words.

# marks an important Greek word defined for future reference. #2:5 means that that particular word is defined in Chapter 2, Verse 5.
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INTRODUCTION  to   PAUL'S EPISTLE   to  the  ROMANS.

The Epistle was dictated by the Apostle Paul, and written down by Tertius, 16:22. (Cicero mentions word for word dictation of important letters, and shorthand notes expanded for the author to check, as current methods of recording.) This epistle was probably written from Corinth - Phoebe, from its port Cenchrea, was going to Rome. And, about AD 55-58- Paul was on his way to Jerusalem with Gifts as in 1 and 2 Cor, Rom 15:25-29, Acts 20:1-3. He writes to an established Church, not connected with any Apostle.

ROME was the Centre of the great Roman Empire so people were constantly coming and going - Rulers and their slaves, army units, merchants, and ambitious young men. A strong church there, firmly grounded in the Truth of the Gospel, could have a wide influence. Pompey brought Jewish slaves to Rome 63 BC. Jews and Proselytes from Rome heard the Gospel preached at Pentecost, Acts 2:10. It's likely some returned converted. History records that in AD 49 Emperor Claudius expelled all Jews from Rome (Acts 18:2) because of riots among them about a man named Chrestus. (Perhaps Christ?) This sounds like what happened when the Gospel was preached at Lystra, Derbe, etc. Acts 13:44-52, 14:5, 19-20, 17:5-9, 12-13, 18:12-17, 19:21-40, and at Jerusalem.

Aquila, Priscilla, 16:3, and other Jews/ Christians drifted back to Rome when things settled down. Synagogue leaders responded cautiously to Paul in Rome, Acts 28:21-25. Converts from other great centres - Antioch, Corinth, Ephesus - would have arrived at Rome. As always, the first Church members would be Jews, and Gentiles already attracted to Judaism and under instruction at the Synagogues. They were familiar with the Law. Paul appeals to it freely to give a clear understanding of the relationship between God's will revealed in the OT and the Gospel.

Paul's earlier Epistles to Thessalonica/Corinth/Galatia deal with specific situations in churches he'd recently founded. Nothing is said of the Church situation at Rome. He sets out a solid general foundation, which if adhered to would avoid errors/ problems. At the time of writing he was at the peak of his active travelling public ministry - an appropriate time to evaluate issues, questions, and answers.

As a well-instructed and zealous Pharisee, Paul was unusually qualified to understand and state the nature of the LAW, its place in God's order, and its effect on those who tried to keep it. As a convert to Christ from whom he received a direct and full revelation of the Gospel, and having responded as zealously as he'd previously done to the Law, Paul was uniquely qualified to state what the Gospel was, and how in the will of God it contrasted with, and crowned the effect of, the LAW. He draws on his experience of 25 years private meditation and public debate. He knew what was worth getting beaten up for, 2 Cor 11:22-29, and the practical effect on the lives of believers of alternative doctrines. Galatians covers some of the same ground, but in a specific situation..

The Epistle sets out logically Mankind's wilful, hopeless sinfulness, & God's righteous, loving provision for their total Salvation provided for in the Atoning death of Christ on the Cross, offered in the Gospel freely to all as a Gift of God's Grace, and becoming effective to all those who believed and accepted Him. Paul's method of reasoning and setting out truth were learnt in his Rabbinic education, Acts 22:3, and would appeal to Jewish minds. Gentiles are catered for by the use of some terms used in their religions & philosophy which show that what they groped for was solidly met in Christ.

That this Salvation is unique, and central, is stated in 1:16-17. In the rest of the Epistle Paul systematically sets out, step by step, the nature of this Salvation. In doing so he raises and answers the questions and objections of those who might deny the NEED for such Salvation by claiming they were "GOOD" or that Salvation is provided in the OT Law of Moses. Although systematic it's not an intellectual exercise. Paul drives home the essential practical consequences of Salvation, and writes with the enthusiasm of one whose burning desire is to move all his readers to bring Glory to God by entering as fully as possible into the wonderful privileges of Life in Christ, as he himself was doing.

In Greek, sentences aren't self-contained units. So, "But Now," "For," etc. are links giving a strong clue to the logical process going on in the writer's mind. The Gospel is spread by reasoned proclamation based on the realities of Scripture and the realities of life at large.

From the first the importance of this Epistle was recognised, and many commentaries written on it. Its light was obscured in the Middle Ages as the "Faith" of the "Church" moved into superstitious dependence on ritual, and Good Works. Luther's early morning lectures on Romans, five days a week, in 1515-1516, laid the foundation for much of the Reformation. Many years later, listening to his commentary on Romans led John Wesley to assurance of Salvation and equipped him to Evangelise England, etc.

CHAPTER     ONE

1:2-6 Paul SUMMARISES the GOSPEL, and his relationship to it`

(God is its source. It's promised in OT. It concerns God's Son.)

1:1  SERVANT- #Doulos- Bond-servant, slave. Whether domestic drudges, or powerful officials at the Emperor's Court they had no rights, no right to please or express themselves. They existed to do only what their Master wished as human tools to do whatever he wanted done. The Master provided all that was needed, and did all the worrying, the servant's only responsibility was to please his Master. Whether they resented this or rejoiced in it, were brutalised or ennobled by their service, depended on the nature of their Master and his purposes, and their own attitude to him. A slave acting in harmony with his Master shared his goals, exercised his authority and enjoyed his protection.

Paul had the best of Masters. His bond-service was patterned on the OT, a voluntary, permanent service of appreciative love and loyalty, Ex 21:1-6. He'd tried to be righteous by his own obedience to the Law, but found he was a slave of sin. Now, redeemed by the Blood of Christ, 1 Pet 1:18-19 he rejoiced in serving the Lord. In the LXX Doulos is also used of the service of High Government officials, 2 Sam 14:22, etc and of those who were God's servants - Abraham, Gen 26:24, Moses, Ex 14:31, David, 2 Sam 7:5, and of the promised Messiah, Isa 42:1; 52:13; 53:11, etc. As Joshua said bluntly the only freedom men have is the freedom to choose their Master, Josh 24:16-24. Independence from God leaves a man a slave of sin, Jn 8:34. Paul, commissioned by his Lord, Acts 22:21; Gal 1:15-19, proclaims that he's writing under the authority of his Lord to whom he belongs totally, and to whom he's given his total allegiance.

JESUS- OT Joshua/Jehoshua- Jehovah is Salvation/the Saviour- the personal name of the incarnate Son of God. James, Peter, John, and Jude, who'd known Him as Jesus, always add the titles Christ, or Lord in their Epistles. Paul usually adds one of the titles, or both.

CHRIST- #Christos- Anointed. Used in LXX for Hebrew Mashiach- Messiah. The High Priest, Lev 4:3, 5, 16; Israel's Kings, 1 Sam 2:10, etc, Cyrus, Isa 45:1; and Prophets, Ps 105:15, were all in some sense God's ANOINTED. The promised Messiah fulfilled all three roles. Ho Christos= THE Anointed, is used of Christ alone. It stresses that Jesus is THE Christ-Servant of God to fulfil all God's purposes/ OT promises.

CALLED- Paul emphasises he's an apostle by God's sovereign call. He's appointed by, and answerable to, the Lord who appointed him – and to Him alone. AN APOSTLE- One sent forth as a special messenger and authorised to convey an important message, Mt 28:16-20; Acts 1:21-22; Heb 2:3-4. In the full sense the word Apostle refers to the 12 only, Lk 6:13, and Paul their equal in apostleship, 1 Cor 9:1-2. The additional truths of Paul’s gospel were as much God’s truth as their witness to what they had seen and heard of their Lord, Jn 20:30-31; Gal 1:11-12; 1 Jn 1:1-3. In a lesser sense it 's used of preachers, OR messengers in general, Phil 2:25; 2 Cor 8:23. As an Apostle of Jesus Christ Paul claims their attention/ obedience, not for his personal worth, or the usefulness of what he is saying, but because he's saying what God appointed him to say.

SEPARATED/Set apart- God set Paul apart to preach the Gospel, Acts 13:2; Gal 1:15. Like Jeremiah (Jer 1:5) Paul had been set apart from birth, Gal 1:15, and he had realised that on the Damascus Rd., and in the temple, Acts 9:5-6; 22:17-21. In response he gave up all other claims and set himself to know and preach Christ crucified, 1 Cor 2:1-2; Phil 3:4-11.

GOSPEL- Evangelion- In the NT the word is always used of the Good News of the Salvation God has provided in Jesus Christ, that brings good and joy to those who receive it. Paul uses it 60x of the FACTS of the Gospel - The Atoning Death, burial and resurrection of Christ, 1 Cor 15:1-3, and truths based on/ resulting from them. The LXX used the word for the Good News of the coming Messiah, His Kingdom and salvation, Is 40:9; 52:7.

1:2  PROMISED AFORE/Beforehand- Proepangellomai- Used of the signed programme promises made by candidates for public office, and as a technical term in announcing a public sacrifice. God promised/ prepared the way for it by plain statements, Deut 18:15; Isa 7:14; Hab 2:4, and symbols - Noah's Ark, 1 Pet 3:20-21, the serpent of brass, Jn 3:14, and the sacrificial system, Heb 10:1-14, etc.

PROPHETS- #Prophetes- One who speaks forth or openly. Biblically a prophet was one on whom the Spirit of God rested, Num 11:17-29; to and through whom God spoke His messages, sometimes foretelling the future, Num 12:2; Amos 3:7, 8. Aaron standing in the presence of Moses, and speaking forth what Moses gave him, was Moses' PROPHET, Ex 7:1. This sets the pattern for those men who stood in His presence and passed on the words of His messages to His people..

HOLY- #Hagios- Holy, set apart. Set apart FROM other writings, because SET APART TO the revealing of God and His will. SCRIPTURES- Holy Scripture is from God, speaks on His behalf, and all who hear it are answerable to it, Jn 7:42; 19:37; Rom 4:3; 9:17. So Scripture has God-given authority, and has practical usefulness, 2 Tim 3:16.

1:3  SON- Huios- The word speaks of the Relationship of offspring and parent, who share, display, and exercise common characteristics, Evil characteristics- Mt 23:31; Acts 13:10; Eph 2:2. Good characteristics- Lk 6:35, Acts 4:36; Rom 8:14; Gal 3:7, etc. The Eternal Son of God is the central figure and subject of the Gospel.

LORD- #Kurios- Originally the word was an adjective meaning "Having Power and Authority.” But it is used as a noun to mean Lord, Master, Sir. In the LXX and in Mt 3:3; 4:7, 10; Lk 4:18; etc it's used to translate the Hebrew word YHVH-  Jehovah, Yaweh. It's used in the Gospels as a term of respect for important men, and of Jesus as an important man. But from the time Thomas saw the Cross wounds in the living Christ, and recognised Him as My Lord and my God, Jn 20:28, the NT doesn't use it of any human "lord." It's the NAME above every Name in Phil 2:9-11; Acts 2:36; 10:36. In the Roman Empire, from the time of Emperor Claudius onward, Kurios became a title of the Emperor. So Roman government officials could demand that everyone should say "The Emperor is LORD- Kurios." Christians could suffer for saying “Jesus is LORD- Kurios.” But Jesus is our LORD - He owns us, and “lords” it over us.

FLESH/Human nature- #Sarx- Originally the word meant the meat or body of an animal. It came to mean the human nature we inherit from Adam, our natural selfhood where sin works, the outward aspects of human life, our natural relationships, etc. As Jesus was born of a woman, Gal 4:4, physically descended from David, the promises of Isa 9:6-7, etc. apply to Him. Being truly human, as sinless MAN he could take on Him the curse that was on man.

1:4  POWER- #Dunamis- Ability, power, inherent in someone, OR shown in works done/ miracles. POWER may qualify verb= "Decisively declared." OR qualify Holy Spirit= "By the Power of the Spirit of Holiness." OR be viewed as independent= "By a mighty act." But probably qualifies the Son of God= "Son-of-God-in-power," in contrast with Son-of-God-in-weakness/ crucifixion. Having offered Himself as a perfect sacrifice for the sins of all humanity He rose triumphant over death – the Firstborn from the Dead – the Head of the New Creation, bringing many sons to Glory, Heb 2:10. Made both LORD and Christ Acts 2:36. This verse says that the fact that He rose from the dead declared that He was the Son of God.

SPIRIT- #Pneuma- From Pneo- To breathe, or blow. LXX uses it for the Hebrew Ruach. It is used of air in motion - the Wind, Mt 7:25; of Breath, Gen 2:7; Acts 17:25; the human Spirit of the living, Lk 1:47; Mt 26:41, and of the dead, Lk 24:37; Heb 12:23. It is used of Angels, Heb 1:14, Demons, Mt 8:16. OFTEN it’s used for God the Holy Spirit, Mt 3:16, etc. (It’s used too of the "spirit" of the age, pride, humility, etc.) 

HOLINESS- #Hagiosune- Sacredness, holiness. God's holiness marks Him out as separate and different from sinful man. Christ manifested this in His life, and His resurrection strikingly demonstrated that fact. This passage may have several linked strands of truth – it may be talking about the Holy Spirit in His life, or Christ's own holiness of Spirit, or Christ as a Sanctifying Spirit. His holy life on earth was lived as a man empowered by the Holy Spirit. Now Believers are called to be like Him, and He indwells them by the Holy Spirit to empower them for this purpose, Mk 1:9-12; Lk 14:19; Jn 15:8-11; 17:16-18; 2 Cor 7:1; Col 1:29; 1 Th 3:3, - See vs 7.

DEAD- Plural- Literally this says “by resurrection of dead persons,” so presumably includes those whose resurrection is assured by His own resurrection, 1 Cor 15:20-23, including those in Mt 27:52-53.

1:5-6  GRACE- #Charis- The word is used of the GIVER'S kindliness, goodwill, Acts 7:10; 14:26. And of the RECEIVER'S appreciation, thankfulness, Rom 6:17; 1 Tim 1:12. The Grace of God that receives US, freely in loving kindness, and provides all we need in that same spirit. The response that our hearts should make to Him. Grace GIVES freely, and what it gives is claimed and used by Faith. LAW demands, and obedience/ disobedience to it EARNS just reward/ punishment. Paul looked upon his Apostleship as a special gift of God's Grace to him, 1 Cor 3:10; 15:10; Gal 2:9. GRACE is the basis of all God's dealings with Believers. 

APOSTLESHIP- The position of being an authorised messenger. The granting of Apostleship was the unique form God’s Grace took in Paul's case, 1 Tim 1:12-16.

OBEDIENCE- Hupakoe- Attentive hearing, obedience. Hupo- Under. Akouo- To hear. So the word means to respond to what one hears by accepting the responsibility and challenge to be and do what one is being told. THE FAITH- #Pistis- A firm conviction or persuasion based upon hearing. From Peitho= To Persuade. There are three strands to this: a. A firm conviction producing a full acknowledgment of God's revelation of truth, as 2 Th 2:11-12. b. A personal surrender to Him, Jn 1:12. c. Conduct inspired by such a surrender - we LIVE by Faith, 2 Cor 5:7; Gal 2:20. Its not just a matter of an opinion held in good faith, without necessary reference to its truth. Our faith rests on GOD as He is revealed in His Word - THE Faith, Jude 3. So the obedience that comes from faith, obedience to the authority of the Faith, the obedience which faith works, the obedience which consists in faith, are all possible meanings of this expression. The proclamation of the gospel calls men to believe and obey, and when they believe this Gospel, that belief/faith is manifested by their obeying.

HIS NAME- Onoma- The character, authority, majesty, power, excellence etc of everything that the Name covers. In recognition of His authority/ in His Name, and for the sake of/ glory of His Name. As Apostle to the Gentiles Paul was to bring them to know and respond to what these names proclaimed: Jesus - the Saviour, Christ - the Anointed One, and the LORD.

CALLED- #1:1. God has CALLED them. As a result they belong to Christ. This church was basically a Gentile one, 1:6, so came under the responsibility of Paul as Apostle to the Gentiles, Acts 22:21; Gal 17:9. It was right therefore for him to write authoritatively to them.

1:7-15  Paul's CONCERN for his READERS

(Paul writes to them ALL. God's Loving purpose is for them ALL.)

1:7  BELOVED- Agapetos- From Agapao- To love, used of the Father's love for the Son, Mt 3:17, etc. His love towards Believers, and the love they should have for one another. ALL is emphatic. God's love for ALL, is the basis of the Gospel, and of their life in Christ. Their love for God, and each other, being a partial reflection of it.

CALLED- #1:1. God has taken the initiative. He has called them to Himself in the Gospel. SAINTS- #1:2. This word SAINTS doesn't describe their natural moral character, but refers to the fact that God set them apart to be His Own people – to be "Special" to Him. Holiness of life is the expected and appropriate RESULT of this, 2 Cor 6:16-18, 11:2-3. As in the OT things and people are made holy, not mechanically, but by the personal will of God and by His associating them with Himself, Ex 19:4-6.

GRACE- #1:5. God's Love and Mercy which He shows to those who don't deserve it. Grace both saves us initially, and is also the ongoing provision for the Believer as long as he lives here. 
 

PEACE- Eirene Harmonious relations between God and rebel sinners now reconciled/ brought into God's family by the Grace of God. The LXX uses Eirene to translate the Hebrew word  Shalom. Shalom is used of Israel being God's people, in fellowship with Him, and enjoying wholeness of life as a result of calm/ confident dependence on God, Num 6:24, etc. This Peace enables us to be at peace within ourself - self-acceptance, contentment with one's lot knowing that we are in the hands of a God of Love, wisdom, and power, Heb 13:5-6. That sets us free to LIVE at peace with those around us. Peace includes being free from fear, and gaining orderliness of life, friendliness, the sense of rest and contentment.

FATHER- Pater- From a root meaning nourisher, protector, upholder. We're to stand with our brothers/ sisters, praying OUR Father. The Lord doesn't stand with us in that. He says MY Father and YOUR Father.

1:8  FIRST- Not the first of a series, but, of first importance, "Above all," the essential basis of what follows. Paul's instinctive reaction to the thought of them is thankfulness to God. He pours out his heart's appreciation of them, concern for their well-being and his purposed fellowship with them in the will of God. Such an attitude lays a sound foundation in Parent/child, Teacher/pupil, Elder-Shepherd/sheep relationships and nurture.

THANK- Eucharisteo- To give thanks. In view of the Charis #1:5- Grace of God, we as its recipients should rejoice and express our joy to God in thanksgiving. Present tense - Paul prays and gives thanks as he writes. He passes always from greetings to praising God for the grace given already to his readers. Paul's heart, like his Lord's, is for ALL.

FAITH- #1:5. FAITH isn't an abstract thing, a merely doctrinal matter, but the personal response of persons to God. As God has revealed Himself to them, that changes their attitudes and has a visible effect on their lifestyle.

WORLD- Kosmos- Order, beauty - so the ordered World of nature, and the Socially organised world system of civilisation - to them the Roman Empire - Mediterranean world. Their testimony was widely known so their Church had been long established.

1:9 GOD MY WITNESS- God alone has total knowledge of us. Paul lived his life in the presence of God with a view to pleasing Him, 2 Cor 5:7-10, and appeals to God as a witness to his loving concern for them. Their understanding of this, and their acceptance of his already-stated responsibility to teach them as Apostle to the Gentiles, were essential for the fulfilment of God's purpose in his writing.

SERVE- #Latreuo- From Latris a hired servant. It means to minister, render religious service, worship. SERVE, as in Mt 4:10. Misthotos- Hireling, Jn 10, is negative. Misthos- wages is the motive. Latreuo is used positively of working by choice wholeheartedly in a worthwhile rewarding work that will be appreciated-"His Doulos- servants will Latreou- serve Him," Rev 22:3. Such service will also be worship. LXX uses Latreia only for serving GOD as in Ex 3:12, or heathen gods in Dan 3:12. Paul's praying is an integral part of his service/ worship related to God and His purposes.

SPIRIT/Whole heart- #1:4. Service to God/Fruitful fellowship abiding in the Vine, is by the work of the Spirit of God in us, and the response of our spirit. Paul is confessing his sincere/ wholehearted commitment to the inward side of his Apostolic service.

IN THE GOSPEL- #1:1. Not the content of the Gospel, but the FACT OF PREACHING IT – “To whom I render spiritual service by preaching the Gospel.”

PRAYERS- Not mechanical, or spiritual drudgery, or repeating endless liturgies, for Paul. His whole heart and life were in enthusiastic fellowship with the Lord and His purposes of Grace and Love for the Salvation of men. Constant prayer ensured that his desire and planning were both inspired by, and subject to, the will of God.

1:10-11  REQUEST- A natural result of our Praying is a growing awareness that we might be able to be part of the answer, and a desire to be so, Phil 2:12-13. BY ANY MEANS- His circumstances didn't matter- he went in Chains. THE WILL OF GOD- Only this would make his visit worthwhile. Using such an expression as “God Willing” should deepen our concern to be in the will of God. Its casual use insults Him. (The HEATHEN often said "If the Gods will" - their "Gods" were unpredictable and easily offended if ignored.)

IMPART- #Metadidomi- To give over, share, impart. Sharing the Gospel effectively requires personal involvement – our sharing our own self along with the Gospel as Paul says in 1 Th 2:8. And that can be a costly business.

SPIRITUAL- #Pneumatikos - from Pneuma #1:4 - Spirit. The word Pneumatikos comes into use after Pentecost. It's used of invisible powerful things - Rebel Angelic hosts, Eph 6:12, the Law, Rom 7:14, the spiritual equivalent of a material type/OT Shadow, 1 Cor 10:3, 4, Hymns, Col 3:16, Gifts, 1 Cor 12:1, etc. It's God the Holy Spirit working with our spirit that produces "Spiritual" things in us.

GIFT- Charisma- A gift involving Charis #1:5 - Grace on the part of God the donor. Includes general gifts eg Eternal Life, Rom 6:23, special endowments for service, Rom 12:6, Gracious answers to prayer, 2 Cor 1:11, Christian marriage/Chaste singleness, 1 Cor 7:7, etc. There's no spiritual GIFT/GIFTEDNESS, nor reception of Blessing that comes apart from The Holy Spirit. Charisma here means a general blessing. Paul gives no indication of what blessings they need, but is confident God will provide, through him, truth and counsel that will bless and strengthen them.

ESTABLISHED/Make you strong- Sterizo- To strengthen, establish securely. Sterix- a prop. Used in LXX Ex 17:12 of Moses' arms being supported. Anyone who has built anything can understand that without an adequate framework of Truth, and the cross-bracing of understanding how those truths are related, an individual or a local church is unstable and "Floppy." God provided gifted men such as Paul to do this work, Eph 4:11-16.

1:12-13  COMFORTED TOGETHER/Mutually encouraged- Sumparakaleo- Sum- With. Parakaleo- To call to one's side to meet one's need of help, strengthening, encouragement. The Holy Spirit is the Parakletos, Jn 14:6, etc. Paul hastens to avoid the impression that he is the superior who gives blessing to others, but does not receive blessing from them. It's God who will bless both him and them in and through their fellowship in Him. Paul expected to encourage them with God-given insights into doctrine, and practice. He would be encouraged by seeing their response to the truth they had already, and the truth received through him. Paul is conscious of the Lord, his privileged responsibility, and his own human weakness, 2 Cor 12:1-10.

BRETHREN/Brothers- A warmth of fellowship/brotherhood is in what he's writing to them - it's not a dry theological treatise, but a confident sharing of common blessings between members of the same family. Prevented- This can come from Satan, 1 Th 2:17-18; the Holy Spirit, or more pressing needs elsewhere, Acts 16:6-10. The use of the passive suggests GOD hindered in the sense that coming to them hadn't yet been in God's will - the will in which all his service rested. The current hindrance was the need to see the fellowship gift safely to Jerusalem.

FRUIT/Harvest- Spiritual results - conversions, spiritual growth in Doctrine, Christ-likeness, commitment to witness, service, and worship - individuals and Churches established in the Faith - these are all "Fruits" of Gospel Truth proclaimed in the power of the Spirit. The idea here is of Paul gathering fruit, not of his bearing it. His responsibility is that they hear the Gospel in its fullness so that it can bear fruit, Acts 20:17-35. The Spirit produces it, God's servants are used to gather it.

1:14-15 DEBTOR- Having received and benefited from the Gospel puts us under a solemn obligation to pass it on to others. Witnessing is not a hobby for those who feel like it, or professionals who are good at it. It’s not something to do which provides a satisfying opportunity to express ourselves in the pulpit, and be content to brighten a little the lives of those who come to hear entertaining preaching, but are left unchanged. Our DEBT involves awareness of the COST of the Gospel to God, and of the total provision He's made for the desperate NEED of all men. And the URGENCY that they respond in the light of eternity. The enabling comes from our making the fullest use of its provisions by living the "Gospel-given life" as fully as possible ourselves. The more we allow its truths to transform us, the more confident and effective our witness will be.

GREEKS  BARBARIANS- City folk of the Roman Empire with Greek culture and those without it - a contrast in cultures – civilised or savage." WISE- Sophos- The wise, Sophisticated. FOOLISH- Anoetos- Unintelligent, not understanding. A- negative. Noeo- To perceive, understand. Those despised as not using their Nous- Mind. Often the word implies an unworthy lack of understanding, a moral reproach- foolishly ignorant. This is a contrast in Educational level - the educated and the ignorant. Greek philosophers despised the ignorant. Pharisees despised all Gentiles, and less-privileged Jews, Jn 7:35, 45-48. Paul, a highly educated intellectual Jew, knowing Christ, knew he owed the Gospel to all, however limited their interest or capacity to respond might be. To acknowledge a debt is an uncomfortable reminder of our need to pay it.

READY TO PREACH GOSPEL AT ROME- The world centre described by Roman writers as a Moral cesspool - Decadent rulers living in luxury served by 400,000 slaves. Life in Rome was inclined to be violent, with bloodthirsty entertainment from human and animal combat in the "Circus." Rome suffered from unrestrained Military power. All this marked their NEED to hear the Gospel proclaimed adequately in human weakness in simple, plain language, by someone whose whole message concerned a man crucified by that same power, 1 Cor 2:1-5. This completes Paul's introduction of himself, and of the Gospel. The POWER of the Gospel, the NEED for it, and HOW IT WORKS OUT is the theme of the Epistle written to those living at the centre of the then greatest human power on earth – a powerful state that ruled for a thousand years!

1:16-17. The GOSPEL SAVING POWER OF GOD to EVERY BELIEVER.

(Paul's attitude to the Gospel is determined by this fact.)

1;16  ASHAMED- A feeling of embarrassment that prevents one from doing something. Positively "I have complete confidence in the Gospel." Paul wasn't ashamed to take the Gospel to the sophisticated centre of power of the greatest power on earth, because he'd proved the Gospel was the greater power! He'd no illusions about what preaching the Gospel would cost him, Acts 20:23; 2 Cor 11:23-29. Those living to please themselves have reason to be ASHAMED, Rom 6:21. Those trusting themselves into the Lord's saving care will never be ASHAMED/ Disappointed, Rom 9:33; 10:11. We should share the Gospel confidently/ joyfully because it's GOOD News. We're not embarrassed, or apologetic when sharing what is GOOD news to us and our hearers if we feel it IS Good News. Being embarrassed in sharing the Gospel shows we're not enjoying its GOODNESS enough. Paul had experienced its POWER - the dynamic of God to transform men. Paul's conversion WAS Dramatic. Ours may be like the unfolding of the flower of Faith. Power is seen not so much in dramatic conversions, as in the transforming of a life AFTER conversion. When we let that power free us from temper, jealousy, self-righteousness etc. we can recommend the Gospel confidently to others because we’re living it.

   People want to be set free from the shackles of guilt, fear, sin, personality problems etc. Salvation from these is open to all when they welcome God into their lives, so the Gospel is relevant to everyone we meet. That's not easy to see as science and technology claim to be all that matters. Church folk often concentrate on offering material, social, political, and counselling support - ignoring the disease of sin and the antibiotic of the Gospel, while soothing surface sores. Others denounce and fear the godlessness around, and the misery it produces, and so they huddle into Churches to preach the Gospel to each other, sing the old hymns of Salvation and feel comforted. Wherever we find ourselves we must remember that we OWE THE GOSPEL to all around us. They need to see it changing us, and hear that in it Christ offers to make them whole.

POWER- #1:4. The Gospel is the tool God uses, the method by which His power becomes effective. It's His Word, and the means He who is omnipotent/all-powerful, Mt 28:18, uses to bring people to Salvation. Worldly wisdom rates it weak and foolish. Paul knows it's God's Saving Power to all who believe 1 Cor 1:17-18.

SALVATION- #Soteria- As usually in NT, this is speaking of Spiritual and Eternal Salvation granted to those who repent and claim Christ as Saviour by Faith. Paul uses the future tense because then it will be total. As some aspects are already past for the Believer, and some present, those tenses are also used. Salvation has instantaneous, lifelong, and Heavenly aspects.

BELIEVE- #Pisteuo- To believe, have faith in/upon, have confidence in, to trust. See Pistis, #1:5. John uses the word 99x! To believe is not merely to accept the facts of the Gospel as facts, but to rely on and act on them, to commit oneself to them. The Gospel Message offers, and conveys, the Saving power of God. It's impossible to Believe without having been made regenerate - and vice versa. God in grace, through the work of the Holy Spirit, produces saving faith - it’s God’s creative work in us, Eph 2:8-10. Yet God’s servants must preach the Gospel, Rom 10:8-15. And as they do so men are enabled to respond in faith, and be saved, created children of God, by His creative word proclaimed in the Gospel, 2 Cor 3:15-4:6. Cp Jn 1:12; 3:1-16; Gal 3:22-27, etc. JEW- As Jerusalem/Judea dominated the National and Spiritual life of Israel it became the name for the race and religion.

1:17  RIGHTEOUSNESS- #Dikaiosune- The character and quality of being right or just. Long ago the word righteousness used to be spelled Rightwiseness. Righteousness is used in the Bible of: 

A. God's righteousness is His character of always doing that which is right, just, and proper, consistent with all that Scripture reveals about Him - His Holiness, Wisdom, Love, Truth, etc. There is never anything dishonourable or unfair in what He is or does. His RIGHTEOUSNESS is His conformity to ALL that He is.

B. Then God's righteousness refers to His method of justifying sinners because Jesus the sinless substitute has satisfied all the claims of Divine Justice against human sin. Socrates, a non-Jew, is recorded as saying "If the Gods can forgive sin, I do not know how." The OT revealed that God was righteous in Himself, and animal sacrifices were needed to enable sinful man to have fellowship with Him. The Gospel reveals God's RIGHTEOUS provision of Salvation in Christ by His uniting Himself with us, in His death and resurrection, 4:25; 1 Cor 15:3; 2 Cor 5:21, Gal 2:20; 3:13, etc.

C. Finally Righteousness refers to the perfect standing which God provides for those who believe on His Son, 2 Cor 5:21. Though not in themselves righteous they become righteous because Christ's righteousness has been imputed to their account - they are made righteous in Christ. Faith reckoned to the Believer as Righteousness, inevitably changes his life towards Righteous living. When God declares in the Gospel that the repentant Believer in Christ is Righteous it's a creative act. Cp 2 Cor 4;6. He is brought into a right relationship with God. He has been BORN into God's Family, morally and spiritually regenerated, and the process has begun which will inevitably end in his being presented to God in Glory 8:28-30, freed from all sin and unworthiness, overwhelmed with a Joy shared with his Lord, Jude 24. Christ who is IN him now, Col 1:27 will be manifested in him THEN, and that motivates the Believer's life now, 1 Jn 3:2-3.

REVEALED- #Apokalupto- To uncover, reveal. The Gospel reveals how God puts men right with Himself. It's His saving activity that puts men into a right relationship with Himself, in accordance with His own righteous character. The Saving justice by which God fulfils His promises and gives righteousness as a free gift, Isa 56:1; Rom 3:24, 26 etc. The Gospel is proclaimed by human lips, but is revealed to the heart of the hearer by God’s Spirit. The Spirit of God, brings God’s righteousness to bear actively on man's sinful situation.

CREATION reveals that God is RIGHTEOUS in that it provides water for thirst, satisfactions for desires, predictable sowing and reaping. This enables us to be sure about actions, results, etc. Hence Science flourished and became systematic only where the righteousness of God was known. Life becomes rootless and pointless where men don't accept that God, and right and wrong, exist and have inevitable consequences. Where people believe that "If it feels good it's right," that wrecks the whole structure of society.

The LAW made specific statements about God's RIGHTEOUSNESS and the righteous demands man must meet in order to enjoy the blessing of fellowship with a righteous God, and with each other- that is essentially what God created us to be, and do – to live in a loving relationship with God and our neighbour, Mt 22:37-40; Gal 5:13-15. A righteous God inevitably must punish ALL Unrighteousness. This cuts the ground from under the feet of all who set up their own standards. Those who see themselves as righteous are pleased with themselves and despise others and cut themselves off from receiving the Righteousness God gives. This is inevitable because awareness of hopeless need comes before asking for the gift, Lk 18:9-14, and God promises to give only to those who ask, Mt 7:7-8. (Of course He often intervenes in sovereign mercy, but there is no promise that He will do so.)

BY FAITH- #1:5 The moment anyone Believes the Gospel, Receives Christ/ Trusts himself to Christ by Faith, God blots out all charges against him, and nails them to the Cross of Christ, Col 2:14, forgives his sins, and declares him to be Righteous. That’s the New Covenant, Heb 8:10-13; 10:16-17. When God declares him to be righteous He has in fact put him into a new relationship with Himself. Man's confiding Himself into God's care puts him into a new covenant relationship with God. That GIVES him righteousness, and SUSTAINS it by fellowship with God in and through Christ crucified and risen.

FROM FAITH TO FAITH- Ek- Out of Pistis, Eis- Into Pistis- Literally From/out of Faith/Faithfulness, into Faith/Faithfulness. Faith/ Faithfulness is in some sense both the source, and the goal. A number of helpful truths can be drawn from this. Confidence in God's Faithfulness draws us to trust Him/ have Faith in the Gospel. The LXX uses Pistis for Emunah in the OT which usually refers to God's FAITHFULNESS, as Pistis does in Rom 3:3. God IS Faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from unrighteousness, 1 Jn 1:9. It's true also that our Faith in God moves us to Faithfulness to Him, Faithful living and a life of Faith, Gal 2:20.

Faith is the GROUND, and the goal, of the Christian life. It "Starts from Faith and ends in Faith." Faith in the message, its content - Christ, and in God who acted in Christ. Faith that accepts and commits itself to THE FAITH, the body of Gospel Truth, as Jude 3. From one degree of faith to another. While there's some truth in each of these, Rom 1:8 clearly speaks of the Roman Believers' FAITH in Christ, and the whole weight of this Epistle drives home the truth that it is BELIEVING/ having FAITH in God that conveys God's Righteousness to us/ brings us into a right relationship with Himself. Therefore the main point is "Faith and faith alone. By Faith from start to finish." 

This Faith is directed to the Faithfulness of God, and cannot exist independent of it but it is FAITH in God none the less. Faith isn't an element in Salvation - salvation is by Faith, as in 3:22. God's righteousness is revealed Eis- into Faith - its revelation produces Faith. Faith isn't independent of the Gospel, something that some men have in their natures. Nor is it a merit-earning response to the Gospel qualifying man for Salvation. Everyone stands in equal need. It's God's work in man - and equally man's chosen response to God- an expression of the freedom God brings to him in providing/ offering the Gospel on the terms He has done.

JUST/Righteous- #Dikaios- Righteous, just, guiltless, right. As in "God is RIGHTEOUS in judging/ treating all without partiality or favour." LIVE- Zao- To live, be alive. It’s used of the life of God, of human life, and of the Living, Life-giving, Life-sustaining word of God. Zao isn’t mere continued existence. It means to be TRULY, fully alive - referring to the quality of life, not mere continuity of life. (Bios- Life is limited to the natural life of this world, Lk 8:14.)

BY FAITH- #1:5. The Hebrew text- The righteous shall live by his faithfulness, was understood by Jews to mean that the faithful Jew, laying hold in faith on the Faithfulness of God, would live through all the storms of life. The LXX translated it as The righteous shall live by my Faithfulness. God's faithfulness would enable those who trusted and obeyed Him to live. Paul, enlightened by the Lord Himself, Gal 1:11-12, translates it to say that the righteous man - the man who is put into a right relationship with God by faith in Christ - will live. Faith is the instrumentality, the causative agent. God has put the man right with Himself BECAUSE he trusts God, and what He has done, 2 Cor 5:21, and on this basis the man continues to live. 

That the righteous shall live by FAITH, and that the righteous by faith shall live, are valid translations. And both are true. FAITH and LIVING go together. Faith is not merely the entrance fee. 

The first 8 chapters of Romans establish how we are made righteous by FAITH. The later chapters show how having been made righteous by Faith, we're to LIVE by Faith. This change of emphasis is seen in that in chapters 1-8 the words FAITH and BELIEVING occur 37x, but LIFE and LIVING occur only 1x. In chapters 9-16 FAITH/BELIEVING occur 3x, but LIFE/LIVING occur 25x.

1:18 - 3:20 - The NATURAL STATE of MANKIND 

1:18-32 - Humanism is SELF-DESTRUCTIVE & under God's Wrath

(From a human point of view this sounds unrealistically harsh. We all know some rather pleasant good people. But Paul writes in the absolute terms of God's purpose in Creation, man's responsibility to live and rule as God's representative. On those terms no man is RIGHTEOUS. While there are idealistic humanists, the ugly actions that feature in our daily "News" are the result of people doing what they felt like doing at the moment, uninhibited by belief in or fear of God.  
 

The OT revealed that God's RIGHTEOUSNESS would be manifested in the Last Day in two forms – in Salvation and in Wrath. As a Christian, Paul says these have BOTH been manifested in Christ - Salvation to Believers, Wrath to the rebellious and disobedient, Mt 3:10-12, etc. Indications of these are seen already. Judgment Day will complete the out-working of the triumph of the Cross, its acceptance or rejection. Men everywhere live as part of Creation. Yet in spite of its witness to the Creator none ever come into a right relationship with Him and live in fellowship with Him as a result of that witness. As mankind in general have chosen to turn their backs on God, their natural "Progress" is downhill, away from God. He's left them to please themselves. The lifestyle that results is a disgrace to them and it is self-destructive. Righteousness requires that they be judged and suffer the consequences of their deliberate sin. All are by nature, choice, and action guilty before God and under His Judgment wrath. To receive the Gospel-Righteousness as a Gift is their only hope.)

1:18  WRATH- #Orge- Not just an angry outburst- Thumos, but a settled attitude of mind frequently with revenge or punitive action in view. God's WRATH doesn't refer simply to His FEELINGS of anger, but to His ACTION in judging and punishing men for their sins. Because God is Righteous we can always depend on Him to act righteously. When Righteousness is faced with evil, Wrath is the result. It's the inevitable effect of His infinitely, eternally Holy character coming into contact with sin. To avoid that wrath men must let sin be dealt with BEFORE that contact. God's righteous actions include Salvation AND Wrath, Ex 19:20-22; 31:8-10; Num 16:25; Deuteronomy Chapters 27-32; Jer 50:13. God's WRATH is mentioned 12x in Romans. As it's an uncomfortable thought many preachers fail to preach it. Permissiveness results as people ignore the consequences of their actions. 

Wrath is unavoidable in a moral world of cause and effect, sowing and reaping. Neither man nor God can be truly GOOD if they tolerate cruelty, injustice and folly. A Father who loves his child is angry with those who injure it, and he is angry with his child when it injures others. Wrath is an essential part of God's Righteous character, Deu 29:16-29, because He can't ignore the consequences of sin to those He loves. Human anger is often an irrational, selfish reaction of hurt pride and jealousy. God's anger is the quiet, consistent reaction of Holiness, Wisdom, Love etc to that which offends them. The depth of His Love is the depth of His anger against sin that corrupts and defiles relative innocence, or treats the helpless with violent cruelty, Ex 22:22-23. And the hypocrisy that parades itself as religious devotion, but is indifferent to human misery, also arouses His anger, Mt 23. God has so ordered the Universe that sin and misery are linked, and that sin is judged and punished. But God isn't a machine, nor at the mercy of His emotions. His infinitely loving involvement with Mankind is purposeful, personal, directed by total knowledge and total righteousness.

REVEALED- #1:17. The revelation of God's righteousness offered in Grace, and the revelation of His wrath on those who reject it, are two sides of one coin. 

GODLESSNESS- Disregard for, or defiance of God's Person. This is the subject of the 1st 4 of the 10 Commandments, Ex 20:1-11. Godlessness is the wrong attitude towards God that is the ROOT sin in men's hearts from which all sinful actions spring, Rom 11:26; 2 Tim 2:16; Titus 2:12, etc. God made man to be in His own image and likeness. Man's non-conformity to God's character is ungodliness – Un-god-likeness. UNRIGHTEOUSNESS- #Adikia- The wrong lifestyle and actions that hurt men by their injustice, wickedness etc. These are dealt with in Commandments 5-10. God's WRATH is against both their wrong attitude towards Himself, and against everything that selfishly exploits and ruins what God has provided in Nature. And against everything that brings hurt, degradation, and misery into the lives of men and society, anywhere - because both Frustrate the GOOD He purposed in Creation. While the frustration, folly, cruelty, and destruction, around us are the natural result of man's ungodliness and unrighteousness, it is Christ crucified and risen that reveals them fully and finally. Man's reaction to the perfect Man, and His offer of Righteousness, makes Wrath inevitable for those who reject Him and reject it, Jn 15:22-25; Heb 1:1-3; 10:26-31.

HOLD/Suppress- Katecho- To hold down, or firmly. This is true of those who hold correct Doctrine but fail to live it out visibly - Jewish Pharisees, or Christian ones. It is also true of those who deliberately hinder people from hearing the truth - by banning Bibles etc, or by ignoring the Creator in the Science they teach, or by ridiculing any truth of God. Cp lk 11:52; 2 Pet 3:3-4. TRUTH- #Aletheia - That which corresponds exactly to reality. From Alethes- Unconcealed. A- Negative. Letho- To Forget, Lanthano- To Escape Notice. When used of persons Aletheia  means truthful, sincere. When used of things it means true, conforming to reality. God's Judgment is revealed against those who keep the truth about Him from being revealed. Here that truth is His Wisdom, Righteousness, Power, and Loving provision of Order, Beauty, and Joy displayed in Creation.

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS/Wickedness- Adikia. See above. God knows all things, so is aware of the degree in which all men deliberately refuse to respond to the witness of Creation, their conscience, the Holy Spirit, and any measure of the Law or Gospel that has come within their reach.

1:19 KNOWN- Knowable, potentially known. Humans, left to themselves without God intervening in grace, can't know God in any real sense because their whole mind-set is alien and opposed to God, 1 Cor 2:7-14. But they also CHOOSE to live in the darkness of ignorance in order to have freedom to please themselves, Jn 3:19-20.

MANIFEST/Plain- Phaneroo- Shown forth, shines out. This is in the Aorist tense which is used of an event at a point of time that has an ongoing effect - so it refers to the event of Creation, and the continued effect of its witness. Telescopes and Microscopes have added vastly to the witness of the complexity, order, and the detailed beauty of Creation, and of the universal link between cause and effect on which Science is based. SHOWN/Made plain- Phaneroo. The complex order and beauty of Creation should produce in man an awe both of the Creator, and of whatever he sees - a forest, a flower, a child. An awe that moves him to protect and care for it so that he uses and enjoys it in harmony with what God made it to be, and its place in the whole scheme of things.

1:20  CREATION- The act of creating, and the Creation it produced. The witness was there for man to see from the first. WORLD - See 1:8.

UNDERSTOOD- Noieo- To perceive with the Nous- mind, not just irrational feelings. God doesn't register on our senses, But a mind that's willing to look rationally at Creation realises that it cannot be self-existent, and so becomes mentally aware of the existence of the Creator, and something of what His nature must be. This is respect for the known and knowable, not superstitious fear of the unknown and imagined.

ETERNAL- The truth that God is eternal, but beyond our understanding, is much more reasonable than the idea that Nature always existed, and creates itself. POWER- See 1:4. GODHEAD/Divine Nature- Theiotes- “Godhood,” “Godness.” God, and His power can be known and experienced personally, directly, only in Christ. 2 Pet 1:1-3. But in every land and age, seeking minds can understand something of Him and His Eternal Power by what is visible around them.

WITHOUT EXCUSE- Eis Anapologetos- Indefensible, without excuse. An- Negative. Apo- From. Legomai- To speak. So the word means to speak oneself off - talk one's way out of blame before a judge. The perfections of the invisible Being of God, are witnessed to by the visible perfections of Creation. And the unsatisfactory and broken down state of much of the world around us indicates that He must put it right. This is there to be seen by all who are willing to see it. Therefore all men stand condemned by their refusal to see it. There's no excuse for the presumption and folly involved in turning from knowing Him, to idols and self-idolatry. Insulting the Eternal God has eternal consequences.

1:21 KNEW- #Ginosko- To be taking in knowledge, to come to know, recognise, understand. In the NT Ginosko usually indicates a relationship between the person knowing and the person or thing known. For a man to know God means that he comes into a personal relationship with Him by the work of the Spirit of God, not simply intellectual activity. The Aorist tense used here and for most of the verbs in the rest of the chapter refers to a crisis event and a process that continues. The CRISIS is far in the past, but the PROCESS is vividly present, and NOW is the time for repentant action. The Greek might well mean "Even though they know about God." The degeneration and degradation which pagan idolatry exhibits, isn't the primeval religion, it was reached by the persistent turning from God by people. Many religions acknowledge a happier/better time in the past.

GLORIFIED HIM NOT- The GLORY of God is the revelation/manifestation of what He is in Himself, as seen in what He does. We glorify Him in acknowledging, con-fessing, and proclaiming what He is and what He has done. We do this not only in what we say about Him, but by the visible fruit our lives display as a result of our knowing Him, Jn 15:8. The Lord Jesus GLORIFIED God on earth in all He was, said, and did. In all that they understood and enjoyed of Creation people experienced God’s wisdom, power and generosity continually. Yet they had dishonestly and deliberately refused to honour Him as God, because they wanted to be free to glorify and indulge themselves.

THANKFUL- See 1:8. Man should glorify his Creator with trust and obedience, and be grateful to God for everything he enjoys. They enjoyed the blessings, but ignored the Giver. VAIN/Futile- Empty of aim or effect. The adjectival form of the Greek word is used of idolatry, Acts 14:15, of sophisticated reasoning, 1 Cor 3:20, and of doctrinal wrangling, Titus 3:9. To ignore the Creator, and to ignore any purpose in life, (or the outcome of its choices and efforts) empties thinking, and everything else, of any value, Ps 14.  IMAGINATIONS- Dialogismos- Inward questioning, reasonings. The mental process  by which people direct their lives, and express themselves in discussion.

FOOLISH- Asunetos- Unintelligent. A- Negative. Suniemi- To set ideas together. Those who don’t take the trouble to do this fail to perceive, understand. The word means a guilty refusal to think reasonably and face facts. HEART- Kardia- As a vital inner organ the heart naturally came to stand for the whole inner self. It's viewed as having moral responsibility towards God and fellow man. What a man thinks in his heart he is. Although sometimes masked by his efforts to make a good impression, what he says and does expresses his hidden heart, Mt 12:34; 15:18-19.

DARKENED- Their moral capacity to distinguish right from wrong is limited, not merely by their ability to judge technical correctness, or their intellectual capacity as a whole. Light refused becomes darkness, and sight is lost. The root of the problem is that man doesn't WANT to know God. Rebellious rejection of what they could know about God soon moves them so far from God that they can't know Him, because they're incapable of truly rational thought about Him.

(Spiritual “PROGRESS,” in man-centred religion =  Humanism.)

1:22  PROFESSING- A clause of concession "Even though they say they are" WISE- #1:14. FOOLS- Moraino- To become a fool, simple-minded. English “Moron.” Judgment Day will make Man’s wicked folly obvious to all. Human pride that mistakes impudent folly for wisdom is a sign that they are already under God's wrath, and begun to reap the consequence of their sins, in that God has abandoned trying to make them see the truth, and left them to be comfortable in believing their own lies, 2 Th 1:8-10; 2;9-12. They chose to use their God-given intelligence to suppress their God-aware conscience that Creation must have a Creator. And that without Him Order couldn't spontaneously arise out of Chaos. And then with solemn, learned expression of High-sounding philosophy, they express such ideas. As men grew more conceited in their self-styled knowledge, they plunged ever deeper into folly. Developed culture and religion is not a growth towards perfection so much as a retreat from reality, into sophisticated folly. They become SOPHISTICATED MORONS! 

1:23 CHANGED- God's Glory is not subject to Change and certainly man cannot change it. What they did was to give up acknowledging, praising, honouring, and worshipping the true God, whose existence and nature are GLORIOUS. Instead they had turned from Him to something else - idols, Ps 106:20.

GLORY- Doxa- Glory, honour, worship. From Dokeo- To Seem. So VISIBLE Glory. The word Glory is used of the Nature and Acts of God which are displayed in some measure by what He has done, is doing, and will do, Jn 1:14; 2:11; 11:4, 40, etc. The GLORY of God is seen in Creation, and in the life of Christ, and it should be displayed in the life of the individual Believer here and now, and eternally in the Church.

UNCORRUPTIBLE/Immortal- Aphthartos- Not liable to decay or corruption. This is true both of God, and of the rewards He gives, 1 Cor 9:25. This is in contrast to the Natural world where the glory of flower, fruit, or sunset is fleeting only. In the Social world, the glory of face, form, youth, and romance cannot remain unchanged, and is often defiled by folly. Politically the glory of the reign of even a Solomon demonstrates the axiom "All power CORRUPTS." Making an idol of self – pleasing self in independence of God, lies at the root of idolatry. We become like what we worship – worshipping the Golden Calf corrupted Israel, Ex 32; Deut 4:16-18; Jer 2:11. It has been well said that "All that Man does, he does to please himself, and it corrupts him. All God does He does to please Himself and it remains to His eternal Glory."

INTO AN IMAGE- Eikon- Likeness, image. Something intended to represent and manifest. The word is used of an idol here, the image on a coin, Mt 22:20, and of Adam made in the image of God. When Seth inherited that image it had been tarnished by the Fall-rebellion. It’s also used of Christ, the perfect image of the unseen Father, Col 1:15.

LIKE- Man is made in the likeness of God, with life, the power of choice, creativity, action, emotion. Man turns from God and makes a dead shape recognisable as representing some creature God made, but with no life in itself, empty of all capacity to know or do anything. He prefers to worship that - because it can never rival him or rebuke his wilful folly. It is, and means, what he makes it to be and mean. CORRUPTIBLE/Mortal- Pthartos- All human and animal life is that, as are all the rewards and achievements of this life. Sadly when man makes love, success, patriotism, or anything - no matter how good and noble it is in itself - an idol, his putting it in the place of God means that it becomes corrupted, and its influence is corrupting.

1:24 GAVE THEM UP- Paradidomi- Para- Alongside, over. Didomi- To give. So to give up, hand over, often to justice, as Rom 8:32. God, like the Prodigal's Father, honoured their choice as exercising their Freewill - even though they exercised it in a way contrary to His will that gave them freewill, Lk 15:12; Ps 106:15. The downward path by which idolatry becomes moral evil is the right and natural consequence of man's choice, and God gives them up to this as a judicial act. The Father didn't bring help to the Prodigal in the far country. God allowed them to go their own way and experience the wretchedness, and hopefully turn from the futility of their chosen path 8:19-23. God's interventions are in mercy as well as in justice. The root sin of mankind is the desire for, and grasping of, independence because it is a distancing of oneself from God.

UNCLEANNESS- Physical dirtiness is a picture of moral or spiritual uncleanness. Detached from fellowship with God and His purposes, human desires became distorted and defiling. God handed them over to punishment by leaving them to the mercy of the lusts of their own hearts. Uncleanness is the prison to which God gave them up. Religious apostasy results in moral degeneracy. When men give up any link with God, it is right and natural that they be allowed to cut themselves off from His help.

LUSTS/Sinful desires- Epithumia- A longing- especially for what is forbidden, desire, lust. What one sets one's heart on. Epi- Intensive. Pathema- affliction, desire. Desires distress us either by remaining unsatisfied, OR by being wrongly yielded to, bringing guilt, shame, or punishment. Sadly, our human natures seldom get so excited about spiritual/ virtuous desires- Epithumia is used in the GOOD sense only of our Lord's desire, as in Lk 22:15, and Paul's in Phil 1:23; 1 Th 2:27. Lusts – human desires - are not always coarse - they may be legitimate sources of pride, such as the desire to be strong, righteous, or successful - but they are alternatives to the worship, service and love of God.

DISHONOUR- Treat shamefully, insult. The misuse of their own bodies is an abuse of their stewardship. That things can be done, people feel like doing them, or are curious and wish to experiment, is no reason or excuse.

BODIES- Our bodies are the means by which we function, express ourselves, and have fellowship with others. The way we choose to use them affects the way our inner beings - our soul and personality develops.

BETWEEN THEMSELVES- Dishonouring God sets them free to dishonour themselves, as they've lost any higher goal than pleasing themselves.

1:25  CHANGED/Exchanged- What they did was deliberate, avoidable, and therefore culpable. The perversion of the created order is precisely what is to be expected when men put things of the created order in place of the Creator. Deifying any created thing ruins it. TRUTH- See 1:18.

LIE- Something that deceives. The statement of God's truth "If you eat you die,” Gen 2:17, was given because He loved man, and wanted man to have the chance to show he loved and trusted God. Adam and Eve preferred to choose the Serpent's lie "You won't die- You'll be independent like God," Today many people prefer to believe the lie that restrictions and responsibility are bad for us, and plunge into reckless sexual, or business immorality, gambling, or drug-taking, for the present thrill of it.

They prefer to be Polytheists who say everything is God, so good and evil are irrelevant. Animists- with only Spirit Gods to humour. Atheists with No God. Humanists who claim that MAN is his own God and so, as the highest form of life, has the right to please himself. They prefer any of these lies to the wholesome but embarrassing truth that man is answerable to a righteous God. God has given them up to all these lies which are an excuse for denying the restrictions of absolute right and wrong, and for banishing the Bible's influence from their Laws.

WORSHIPPED- Stresses the feeling of awe and devotion. SERVED- Latreuo- #1:9. CREATURE/Created things- #1:20. CREATOR- Ktizo- To fabricate, create, make, manufacture. Used by Greeks for the founding of a place, city, or colony. The LXX uses Ktizo- for Bara- to Create, but also at times for Qanah-  Possessor, as in Gen 11;14.

BLESSED/Praised- Eulogetos- Adorable, blessed, praised. The word is used only of people praising God, as they should.

AMEN- A Hebrew word which is used in the Greek NT and in English. God is the FAITHFUL- the Amen God, Deu 7:9. His Word is SURE- Amen, Ps 19:7. In response to what God says men rightly say "Amen" Deu 27:15; Neh 5:13. God's AMEN states that something is and will be so. In response to that man says AMEN- Let it be so.

1:26  GAVE THEM UP See 1:24. Repeated - such things snowball. VILE- Atimia- Dishonour, disgrace. A- Negative. Time- Honour. LUSTS- Pathos- Whatever one suffers or experiences in any way. About 100 years ago Trench, a Bible scholar defined it as "The diseased condition out of which Epithumia- Lust springs." (Homosexual practices are a specific example of the general perversion of natural gifts that follows rejection of the knowledge of God and His purposes in Creation in favour of humanism which claims people have the right to do what they feel like doing.)

WOMEN- Thelus- Female. Not Gune- Woman, or wife. NATURAL- Phusikos- Instinctive, produced by nature. USE/Relations- Chresis- Use, sexual intercourse - as using the body. AGAINST NATURE- Para- Beside. Phusis- The nature and natural powers of a person or thing, the natural order. From Phuo- To bring forth, produce. What's natural is fulfilling, reproductive, and produces personal growth. The practice of homosexuality is against God's intention, and the very form God made our bodies and natures to complement each other.

1:27  MEN- Arsen- Males. Not Aner- Men, or husbands. God created Male and Female so that sexuality could play its part in producing a fruitful unity in which both parties would value and be loyal to each other. Their need of each other, and mutual respect and honouring being a stimulus to continued personal growth, Gen 1:26-28; 2:18-25. When God and His purposes are abandoned, sex becomes merely a matter of passing sexual gratification. Increasingly others, even children, being viewed as objects to be used in varied and perverse ways for that purpose.

WORKING/Committing- Katergazomai- To work out/fully. Kata- Intensive. Ergazomai- to work. The word suggests the unrestrained pushing something beyond what is natural and reasonable.

RECOMPENCE/Due penalty- Antimisthia- Fitting wage, necessary payment. Anti- In return. Misthos- Wages, hire. It isn't an arbitrary or unbalanced action on God's part. It's a natural outcome – it’s the fruit of their action, the harvest of what they've sown. They may view their actions as rewarding, but anything chosen against God's will warps people and their perception of what's happening. Sexual perversion is the punishment of their abandonment of God. 
 Greeks and then Romans regarded pederasty with indulgence. Some even glorified it as superior to heterosexual love, although it was an obvious sexual exploitation of children, and warping their later adult life. All God does is marked by fairness, justice - even in the consequences built into sinful actions.

ERROR/Perversion- Plane- A wandering from and forsaking of the right path. When Sailors used planets to navigate/steer by, instead of stars, they were led astray. 

MEET- Dei- To be necessary, or an inevitable consequence. When God and His purposes for human life are tossed aside as irrelevant, Man is his own God. Therefore doing what pleases himself takes the place in his life which should have been filled by the worship of God – and animal elements of pleasure dominate his life-style. In the eyes of godless people, promiscuity, and perversion adds "Variety" to sexual experience – sexual pleasure. But by exploiting the person involved, it devalues all sexuality, branches out into increasingly bizarre actions, and ends in boredom.  To quote an old saying - the Grass on the other side of the fence always DID seem greener. As fences are taken down those who get their kicks by doing the forbidden have to go ever further into perversion. 

1:28  LIKE/Think worthwhile- Dokimazo- To test, with a view to approving. They deliberately chose not to give the idea of God a foothold in their thinking, or give His will a chance to prove itself in their life. 

KNOWLEDGE- #Epignosis- Full, complete or thorough knowledge of the personal relationship kind. The word is used in the NT only of moral knowledge, or the knowledge of God and His will or ways. Those who ignored the clues, and refused to pursue the knowledge of God possible to them, were left to their own devices. The appeal of Evolutionary theories is that they distance man from God, and give him hope that life will evolve and so become better - from his point of view. But every human attempt to build a better world ends in disillusionment, and often in disaster.

GAVE OVER- See 1:24. Paul had dealt with ONE patently unnatural consequence of giving up the worship of God – sexual perversion. He now lists many other examples of the consequences of that rejection of the knowledge of God. Heathen writers give even darker pictures of life in Rome at the time. 

REPROBATE/Depraved- Adokimos- Not standing the test, rejected, worthless. A- Negative. Dokimazo- Approved, having passed the test. Note how this parallels their action at the start of the verse. They gave God up, and so cut themselves off from God. God allowed that to happen, and left them to learn from the consequences of their choice not to know Him. MIND- Nous- That by which we take in ideas and experiences, respond to them with thoughts and feelings, and so make up our minds as to what we'll believe, say, and do. Rejecting God from their thinking made their minds rejected, unfit, and led to them doing unseemly, rejected things. Their minds were corrupted, unable to make sound moral judgments, hungry for dirty thoughts, etc. God and depravity are mutually excluding.

NOT CONVENIENT- Human behaviour resulting from the dethronement of God, and enthronement of themselves, is automatically destructive of human society - anti-social and de-humanising. Desires, expressed lawlessly, blunt the capacity to think rationally or notice the obvious disastrous effects on individual lives, and society in general.

1:29-31  FILLED WITH- As in Gen 6. Similar lists are in Rom 13:13, 1 Cor 5:10-11; 6:9-10; 2 Cor 12:20-21; Gal 5:19-21. Stoic philosophers living at that time also made lists of vices and virtues. Paul makes the folly and depravity of godless life clear by heaping up words. The meanings overlap in some cases. There's no pornographic pre-occupation with the details of sins – he merely names them. ALL- Occurs 24x in Rom 1-8. What's dealt with here is UNIVERSAL truth applicable in varying degrees to mankind in general in all ages and places.

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:18. FORNICATION- Porneia- Immoral sexual intercourse, of all kinds. COVETOUSNESS- Ruthless greediness for financial or material gain is the basic sin which moves people to take advantage of others in money matters - defrauding, extortion, etc.

MALICIOUSNESS/Depravity- Kakia- Badness, wickedness, malice. ENVY- The feeling of displeasure at the good fortune of others. DEBATE/Strife- Eris- Quarrelling especially from rivalry. DECEIT- Dolos- A trick, wile, deceit, guile.

MALIGNITY/Malice- Kakoethia- "An evil disposition that tends to put the worst construction on everything," was how the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle defined it. WHISPERERS/Gossips- Psithuristes- Secret slanderers who destroy the reputations of others by misrepresentation, telling half truths, etc.

BACKBITERS/Slanderers- Katalalos- Talkative against. Kata- Against. Laleo- To speak. One who speaks against people and things - openly as well as secretly - with the same evil purposes as the Whisperers. 

HATERS OF GOD- Theostuges- Theos- God. Stuge- To hate. As the verb is in the active here it means God-haters, people who hate God and His purposes of righteousness and love.  DESPITEFUL/Insolent- Hubristes- A violent insulter. Greeks used Hubris to describe insolent pride, that brought destruction from the Gods. Here it refers to the pride in self, wealth, etc that makes a man treat his fellows insolently, contemptuously, and by so doing insults their Maker, Prov 14:31.

PROUD/Arrogant- Bragging, presumptuous claims and ostentatious behaviour. It seeks to impress others, and often deludes self. INVENTORS/Invent. EVIL- #Kakos- Evil in character, morally bad and debasing, worthless. Committing the oldest sins in the newest ways. Giving time, thought, ingenuity, and effort to develop new forms of sin

DISOBEDIENT/They disobey- Apeithes- A- Negative. Peithos- To Persuade. Unwilling to be persuaded, spurning belief, disobedient. PARENTS- As the source of the child's life they have a responsibility to train and direct it towards a responsible adulthood, and independence which submits its preferences, and uses its abilities for the good of others as well as itself.

WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING/Senseless- #1:21. In OT commonly used of lack of moral or religious understanding. COVENANT BREAKERS/Faithless- Asunthetos- Not covenant keeping, faithless. The LXX uses 4x Jer 3:7, 8, 10, 11, to mean treacherous.

NATURAL AFFECTION/Heartless- Astorgos- Hard-hearted towards those related to them. A- Negative. Storge- Love of kindred, used especially of affectionate bond between parents and children. The exposing or drowning of unwanted infants was common among heathen at the time. A careless attitude towards abortions, and/or the provision of secure, stable, loving family life for children is the modern equivalent.

IMPLACABLE/Ruthless- Aspondos- Implacable, unwilling to make a truce. A- Negative. Sponde- A Libation (sacrificial liquid offering poured out to the “gods.”) As such a libation was offered to confirm a truce, or peace treaty, the word suggests that these people chose to sin by refusing to make peace with others. It applies to rebel sinners who refused to take the step necessary to bring them to terms with God, or with others. UNMERCIFUL- Merciless.

1:32  KNOWING/They know- Epiginosko- To be fully acquainted with, know, acknowledge. Epi- upon. Ginosko- Growing personal knowledge. JUDGMENT/ Righteous decree- #Dikaioma- God's righteous Judgment.

COMMIT/Do- #Prasso- To practice, perform repeatedly a habitual action which is still continuing. A chosen lifestyle, not the falling into a sin, that may be regretted and repented of.

WORTHY OF DEATH- The separation of soul/spirit from the body in physical death. Also the separation of the unrepentant sinner from God. We're born into a state of spiritual death, Eph 2:1-10. This becomes eternal for those who, ignoring God and His Salvation, die in unbelief. (Not human death penalty-only some of these sins would deserve that.)

DO- Poieo- To Do, at least once. TAKE PLEASURE IN THEM THAT DO- Prasso- Habitually do. Instead of being ashamed, and repenting of having sinned, they take pleasure in, and identify with, those whose whole lifestyle is sinful. To be happy to see others sin, and encourage them in sinning, is a worse sin than any or all of those sins listed earlier in the chapter.

TO SUM UP  - Men have adequate evidence of the existence of God, of right and wrong, and of the consequences of sin. As a result they should repent of their sins and turn to God for His forgiveness and Saving help. Instead they harden their conscience against any sense of guilt by arguing that an increasing range of vileness is “normal.” And by pretending life was always like this, but that people are more “honest” now, and so don’t deny their sins. (In fact the shameless boasting of their sins is given pride of place in the “News,” and often rewarded by popularity and financial success.)

This means that shamelessness is treated as if it were a virtue, and encourages it by the increasing use of perverse and unwholesome situations as entertainment and of perverted and unwholesome people as entertainers. To listen to jokes about or be entertained or shocked, by watching seduction or rape, physical violence, or commercial exploitation, cultivates an attitude which makes doing the things more likely. 

In the long run, to treat sin as amusing is a worse sin than the sin itself. Those who enjoy watching others sin close the door of repentance against themselves. The man who applauds and encourages sin, from a settled attitude towards God and life, IS worse than those who fall into sin under pressure. He is setting up a social attitude that encourages vice.

CHAPTER     TWO

2:1-2:16. Even GOOD people are condemned

(Paul has shown that mankind in general have turned from God, and, in going their own way, sunk into self-destructive degradation that can't continue indefinitely unjudged and unpunished. The sufferings and injustices of life cry out for justice to be done. Now, like Amos (Ch. 1-2) and Nathan, 2 Sam 12:7, having got his hearers to join him in condemning others, he turns and challenges them as to THEIR position before God.

GOOD PEOPLE don't fit the pattern of Lawless, dissolute humanity. Jews taught, and tried to obey, God's Law. Gentile Moral philosophers and Reformers such as Hammurabai, Zoroaster, Socrates, Aristotle, the Stoics, Confucius, etc had some success in teaching others a GOOD lifestyle. They, and decent people everywhere, join Paul in condemning the behaviour he's been describing. How do THEY - these teachers of right living - stand before God? Are they seated with Him on the Judge's Bench? Surely GOOD people  don't need Righteousness as a GIFT? God is righteous in condemning and punishing really wicked people. Those who rejected His OT Law, or the Gospel, may rightly be held to blame for that. But what about those who have never heard them?)

2:1  INEXCUSABLE- See 1:20. Emphatic in Greek, they have no defence. Can't escape accusation. Can't say I'm not guilty. (To recoil in righteous disgust from those in 1:32 is to be caught on the rebound by 2:1!)

JUDGE/Pass judgment on- #Krino- To sift, separate, judge, pronounce judgment, condemn. All human beings readily express opinions on the behaviour of others and suggest appropriate rewards and punishments.

CONDEMN- #Katakrino- To give judgment against, pass sentence on, condemn. Kata- Intensive. Krino- as above. If sin was foreign to us we couldn't identify it in others. It's because we know by experience the possibility of telling lies that we suspect others of lying to us. The capacity for moral judgment exposes all to a liability to face God's Judgment. The ability to recognise sin in others, (far from putting us on God's side, seated with Him on the Judge's bench), proves we're condemned by our own every failure to live up to the best we know.

DO- #1:32. THE SAME THINGS- The things we criticise others for doing. See Appendix I.

2:2-3  WE KNOW- Jews, Moral Philosophers and good people would agree with the verdict given in the closing verses of chapter 1: JUDGMENT- #Krima- A Judgment, condemnation. The result of the action of Krino- judging by men, or as here, God's righteous judgment.

TRUTH- #1:18. God sees all actions, motives, intentions, thoughts, and knows what people would have done if they had the opportunity, therefore His judgement always corresponds to the reality of the situation. Unlike human judges He has no limitations or shortcomings to cloud His judgement. COMMIT/Those who do- Prasso- #1:32. SUCH THINGS.
THINK- #Logizomai- To reckon numerically, estimate, make something a matter of careful consideration, put down to someone's account. Says in effect "You couldn't possible imagine you would escape God’s Judgment! Could you? That would be Ridiculous!"

JUDGES- #2:1. DO- #1:32. AND DO- Poieo- #1:32. In Paul's epistles this is used of an act in itself. So here he's talking to those who have told at least ONE lie, and at least ONE time taken something that belonged to someone else, etc. and now criticise those who make a habit (Prasso) of lying stealing, etc.

ESCAPE- God's Judgment is inescapable. He knows all that happens and can't be fooled. He rules the whole universe, so there is no place to hide. He owns everything so He can't be bribed. His prison is escape-proof. JUDGMENT- #2:2. OF GOD- Many Jews would have answered YES! In the Apocrypha, Wisdom 15:1-2, after listing Pagan vices, states that Jews are still God's people even if they sin, but goes on to say – contrary to the obvious facts - that as Jews are His people, God keeps them from sinning.

2:4  DESPISE/Show contempt- Like a spoiled child assuming that God will give him an unfair advantage, as an indulgent parent does. This attitude is rebuked in 1 Pet 1:17. That a man is pleased with himself, and prospering, doesn't prove that God is pleased with him, but in Christ’s time wealthy Jews claimed that their success proved God was pleased with them.

GOODNESS- Chrestotes- That which is upright, righteous, kind, useful. Jews had survived and been blessed because of God's helpful goodness. FORBEARANCE- Anoche- Self-restraint, tolerance in spite of something. A holding back or delaying of punishment. God had patiently continued to bless them in spite of their not deserving it. LONG SUFFERING/Patience- Makrothumia- Makros- Long. Thumos- Temper. The opposite of short-tempered. The word is used of self-restraint in the face of provocation, which doesn't retaliate, or punish promptly.

NOT KNOWING/Realising- Agnoeo- Refusing to see that God's kindness is meant to move them to repentance - a thoroughly blameworthy not-knowing. GOODNESS- Chrestos- Useful, useable Goodness, kindness. God's loving care and instruction had been despised, not used.

LEAD- This might not happen, but it is what God's forbearance has in mind. REPENTANCE- Metanoia- Reversal of a decision, change of mind, repentance. In the NT this involves a turning TO God, and FROM sin, as seen in Prodigal Son, etc. Repentance is a change of heart, mind, attitude, and way of looking at things which results in a change of action. The repentant sinner takes sides with God against himself. Repentance makes possible Faith - a transfer of trust from self and its works, to God and His grace. In not punishing them God isn't showing He's pleased with them, or indifferent to their sin, but showing generous kindness, for one reason only – to give them the chance to repent. God’s kindness to people is useful only if it’s used for that.

2:5  HARDNESS/Stubbornness- God's patient goodness and kindness should melt men's hearts - but it equally it may harden them, as it does the self-righteous proud. IMPENITENT- Ametanoetos- A- Negative. Meta- To Change. Nous- Mind. A refusal to listen to reason is the basic idea of hard and impenitent. Patient kindness makes those who despise it more persistent in sin.

TREASURE- The picture of hoarding up punishment, instead of treasure, is powerful. God's judgement is in proportion to man's persistent, cumulative action. We're creatures of past-present-future. It is human to selectively treasure up or forget the past - distorting it in the process in order to feel good about ourselves. All things are ever present with God, the I Am, who lives in the eternal NOW. Failure to use God's kindness by repenting, will heap it up as condemnation against them. WRATH- See 1:18. In some senses the day of wrath has already begun. Bad effects are already being felt from impenitent storing up of wrath. But the full consequences of Wrath and of  Salvation are still in the future. 

AGAINST THE DAY OF WRATH- See 1:18. The Wrath is GOD'S WRATH - the wrath of His justice against sin. Man can face it honestly in repentance now, or by ignoring the fact of his sin, and its just Judgment, heap it up until the day when God puts the Universe to rights. God will then deal with all sin - deliberate or unconscious - that hasn't claimed the Cross of Christ to remove it. Both the OT and the NT warn of the DAY of God's Judgment Wrath.

REVELATION- Apokalupsis- Disclosure, manifestation, revealing. The reality, unseen at present, will then be unveiled. See Apokalupto 1:17. RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT- Dikaiokrisia- Just sentence, righteous judgment. Dikaios- Righteous, Krisis- Judgment, condemnation. Those, like the Jews in general, who refrained from moral excesses, were spared the immediate evil effects of such behaviour. But instead of thanking God for that fact, they wrongly assumed they had no need of God's mercy and forgiveness,  Lk 18:10-14.

2:6-7  RENDER- Apodidomi- Apo- From. Didomi- To Give. Literally to give away, but commonly used of giving back or giving up - handing over what's been earned, or returning with interest what's been paid in, whether good or bad.

EVERY MAN/Each person- Hekastos- Each individually. Superlative of Hekas- each, every. A Key statement of the basis of all God's actions. DEEDS- #Ergon- A work, deed. From Ergo- To work. So, what he's worked at. This states the general principle that national privilege or imagined moral superiority won't help in the day of Judgment - they add to, rather than detract from the condemnation. It's WORKS only that will be judged. It doesn't state that anyone will EARN Salvation by their good deeds - Paul is arguing towards the verdict of "NONE RIGHTEOUS."

PATIENT CONTINUANCE- WELL DOING- #Agathos- Good in character and beneficial in effect. The emphasis is on a deliberate lifestyle, not a casual "Good" action. Cp Heb 12:1. It’s speaking of purposeful good living, the sum total of a good man's actions. SEEK GLORY- See 1:23. This is eternal glory, often involving being despised on earth and despising its glory which leads to eternal disgrace. Seeking Glory and Honour isn't a self-seeking, selfish action. These idealistic people seek to have God (or their “gods”) give them honour, and speak well of them. God is eager for men to seek His approval. IMMORTALITY- Aphtharsia- Incorruptibility, genuineness, eternal. ETERNAL LIFE- Quality of life + duration. A Righteous God could give Eternal Life to anyone consistently acting like this - BUT NONE EXIST! See Appendix II.

2:8-9  CONTENTIOUS- Eritheia- Self-seeking ambition, rivalry - as in those seeking public office for selfish reasons. Those in verse 7 seek God and His praise, on His terms. These are SELF-motivated, self-serving people, imposing their own ideas on what they know of God with a view to using it to get what they want for themselves. Theirs is a competitive righteousness that proves itself better than others, and claims God's approval and  blessings as a right, independent of Grace. (Note Acts 8:18-19; Mt 7:21-27.)

NOT OBEY/Reject- Apeitheo- To disbelieve, wilfully and perversely. Self- seeking, self-righteous pride, and its sense of independence of God and of God's Grace, makes them react as the Pharisees did to Christ. TRUTH- Aletheia- #1:18. OBEY/Follow- Peitho- To convince by argument - rightly or wrongly, persuade, apply persuasion, allow oneself to be persuaded, believe, have confidence or be confident, trust, obey. UNRIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:18. Refusing the call of the light, of TRUTH, choosing the self-protective Darkness, the Lie, UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, Jn 3:19-21, leaves them in opposition to God, and under His wrath.

INDIGNATION- Thumos- An outburst of anger, often anger that has been restrained or bottled up until then.  WRATH/Anger- #1:18. God's righteous, patient anger. TRIBULATION/Trouble- Thlipsis- Pressure, Things that burden the spirit. God permits pressures to build up, as being uncomfortable may bring men to repentance and so save them from eternal distress. ANGUISH- Stenochoria- Stenos- Narrow, Chora- A place. Cp the modern saying about being "Between a rock and a hard place!" Ignoring God and setting out to please self seems to give freedom - but life closes in on the selfish, and distresses them. This is a foretaste of God's Wrath. Those who shut themselves off from God have no comforter, Ecc 4:1.

EVERY SOUL- Psuche- This is the core of personality, the self, the invisible inner being of man which thinks, feels, desires, wills, and remembers. (Part of Hell is remembering, Lk 16:25.) As the soul is the real natural self, "soul" is the Biblical way of referring to the person. Every soul, means every person.

DO- Katergazomai- #1:27. A determined doing. A stronger word than Poieo or Prasso. EVIL- #1:30. Evil is what's done in independence of and defiance of God. It has its eye on selfish gain, and is the natural expression of an attitude towards the Lord of wicked unbelief, as in vs 8. JEW FIRST- See 1:8. Nearness to God and His Word is nearness to Judgement. Self-indulgent Law-breaking, or even self-righteous Law-keeping, comes under the same condemnation of being evil. Cp Gal 5:1-4.

2:10-11  GLORY HONOUR- See 2:7. PEACE- #1:7. Peace is the fruit of reconciliation. DO-Ergazomai- To work out.

GOOD- Agathos. #2:7. Remembering that GOOD begins with believing on Christ Jn 6:29, IF they have heard of Him, Heb 10. The state of others is left  unfocussed in Scripture, the pointers being their attitude to LIGHT Jn 3:19; and their response to their knowledge of their Creator, Rom 1. Good is what is done in obedient fellowship with God with a view to pleasing Him, but there is a sense in which anything that is done which corresponds to God’s creative intention for mankind, is “good.” And pleases Him, Prov 8:31. JEW FIRST- See 1:8. They had the promises and preparation of the OT, and Christ came to them FIRST, Mt 10:5-6. And the Gospel was proclaimed to them FIRST, Acts 2: 13:13-48, etc.

RESPECT OF PERSONS- Favouritism, partiality- Literally to lay hold of the face of = To judge the case by who the person is, not by the facts. God judges everybody fairly by the same righteous standard, 2:6. The concept of Justice being blindfolded is relevant. Just as the world bends rules for those it rates highly we tend to make a fuss of "important" converts and Christians, James 2:1-9, This corrupts them, and distorts justice. What each has done with his God-given life and gifts is what matters. Position and giftedness, increase our responsibility – they do  NOT qualify anyone for favoured treatment

Paul now says that the STANDARD by which works will be judged, is the LIGHT that each person had. Condemnation is the only possible result for all Jews or Gentiles who are not part of the Church, 1 Cor 10:32.

2:12-13  SINNED WITHOUT/Apart from LAW- Anomos- A- Negative, Nomos- Law. Usually Anomos means Lawless, wicked. Here as in 1 Cor 9:21 it simply means "Those who have not been given God's Law." God's attitude towards men, and the principles by which He judges, are the same towards everyone, BUT their circumstances are different. Those who have not been given His Law will be judged by how they responded to whatever knowledge of God, and right and wrong they have gained through Creation, conscience, etc. Cp the servant judged by what he thought he knew of his Master, Lk 19:22-23, and the one judged by what he did know, Lk 12:47-48.

PERISH- Apollumi- Not extinction - loss of being, but loss of well-being. It’s used of Wineskins DESTROYED, Lk 15:4, and son LOST, Lk 15:24. WITHOUT LAW- Anomos. Not for breaking Laws they'd never heard, but for their failure to respond to what they knew of God, and what they chose to do against their own conscience. A moral pagan Roman wrote "All my life I have been trying to climb out of the pit of my own depravity. I can never do so unless a hand reaches down to lift me up."

LAW- #Nomos- Authoritative written Law. (Ethos- custom, unwritten law.) Here, as generally in NT, it refers to God's LAW given to Moses, the books recording it, and the OT in general which develops from it. JUDGED- #2:1. God had given them His Law, they had welcomed it, and promised to keep it, Ex 19 and 20. Therefore He will judge them on the basis of the law. Anything less than a lifetime of total obedience = Death, Acts 13:39; Rom 3:20; Gal 2:16, 21; 3:11. The Law isn't a lucky charm but an instrument of Judgment. Sin is more sinful, not less sinful, where the Law is known.

JUST/Righteous- #1:17. BEFORE GOD- Literally righteous alongside God - in a right relationship with God and so able to be with Him. DOERS- Not what they Know and profess to Believe, but what they DO about what they know/believe. Demons "Believe" in a non-saving sense, Jas 2:19. (Those who have had Christian teaching pumped into them from childhood may never bother to question it, but never come to Life in Christ either.)

JUSTIFIED/Declared righteous- #Dikaioo- To be seen to be, declared, or made right or righteous. God is righteous in Himself. When God gave His Law to Israel He assured them that if they at all times, and in all ways, lived perfectly in accordance with all His Laws they would earn His approval as being righteous. A man must BE righteous, totally conforming to the character of God in order to be acceptable to God, able to enjoy His Fellowship and blessings. Any who fell short of this standard would be under His condemnation and curse, Lev 18:4-5; Deut 27:26.

2:14-15  GENTILES- See 1:6. DO- Poieo- #1:9. BY NATURE- See 1:26. Instinctively, led by reason, or guided by conscience and so acting according to the nature God gave them. They are in what they do as workers, parents, children, etc in some measure being what God created them to be, in spite of the Fall. The way things grow indicates their essential nature. Those without the LAW are answerable to their Creator for the way they grow. The pagan Roman Cicero wrote "Law is the highest reason, planted in nature which commands those things which are to be done and prohibits their opposites." As in 2:6-7, Gentiles COULD theoretically lead humble grateful obedient lives in response to what God has given them, Acts 17:25-27. Just as Jews theoretically could keep God's Commandments perfectly.

A LAW- Nomos UNTO THEMSELVES. A Law in the sense of the general principles of right and wrong. Gentiles, sometimes, do some things that God's Law says they should do, and when they do so their conscience, and/or their culture approves. This proves that they KNOW WHAT THEY SHOULD DO, and have a standard to live up to and be judged by. 

THE WORK/Requirements- See 2:6. OF THE LAW- Something in them is performing the function for which God's Law was given, so is acting as if the Law was written into their natures, their thinking. This is the Law God wrote into man's being in Creation but which has been distorted in various ways since. It's not opposed to the LAW under which the Jew lived and to which he was answerable, but as a vague sense of right and wrong it lacked the clarity, precision and authority of God's Law  given at Sinai.

HEARTS- See 1:21. THEIR CONSCIENCEs- Suneidesis- Sun- With, Oida- To Know, understand facts. A knowing with oneself, moral consciousness, conscience. The witness our conscience gives with regard to our actions. Our conscience is largely conditioned by our upbringing in early childhood, when we were too young to notice, but like Job's conscience, although not entirely accurate, it’s useful. Conscience isn't the Judgment bar before which man is called, so much as a witness who can be called upon when he faces God in judgment. Cp 1 Jn 3:18-20.

WITNESS- Summartureo- To witness jointly, bear witness with. When we or others challenge our actions or words, we appeal to consciences as an almost independent witness to the rights or wrongs of the matter. All of us have this witness, to which we're answerable. OR Conscience and God's Law in men's hearts may be separate "Co-witnesses," to us.

THOUGHTS- Logismos- Reasonings, thoughts, contemplation of actions as a result of the verdict of conscience. From Logizomai, #2:3. ACCUSING OR ELSE/Now even EXCUSING/Defending- These words sum up our awareness of moral responsibility. This happens both within the Gentile's conscience, and between Gentiles who appeal to their conscience, or to the rules of their culture. Cp. The stage of children’s development when they constantly say “that’s not FAIR!” or “How would you like it if HE did it to YOU?”

2:16  JUDGE- #2:1. SECRETS- What men are already doing in their daily lives demonstrates what will happen on the Day of Judgment. God's Judgment will include everyone's secret thoughts, intentions, choices and actions which in any measure add to or lessen their guilt. Human verdicts depend on external evidence, and frail human memories. God's verdict is based on the total reality which He alone can know. People may be only half aware of what they're doing and why. We deceive ourselves so easily when we wish to. But then, stripped of all pretence, all will see themselves as God sees them. They will see the real significance of their secret dealings with their own consciences in the light of the Lord's role in Creation and Redemption. See, too, what they did in rejecting and suppressing whatever they knew of Him, and of the witness of the Spirit in their hearts. They will then know that His verdict is the only possible one, Rom 3:19. Consciences aren't perfect witnesses to right and wrong. People re-programme their consciences to prove themselves right to preserve their self-respect, and sanity. Some sick consciences give an automatic guilty verdict. Fellowship with God in Bible reading, prayer, etc and accepting God's verdicts on us, Acts 10:15; 1 Jn 1:9; 3:18-20, is the process by which our consciences adjust to become in tune with Him.

ACCORDING TO MY GOSPEL- See 1:1; 1:17-18; Acts 17:30; Gal 1:15; 2:6-10, etc. JESUS CHRIST will be the JUDGE. His Life on earth will be the standard by which men will be judged. This is Good News/Gospel in that it makes it obvious we must abandon hope in ourselves and cry "God be merciful to me (in Christ), Lk 18:13.

2:17-3:20. Even GOD'S  O.T.  PEOPLE - the Jews - are condemned

(Paul had once thought his Law-obedience justified him, Phil 3:6.)

2:17  BEHOLD- These IF clauses to 2:19 expand 2:12. No answers are given because they mean – “IF it's true that… and it clearly is true.” REST IN/Rely on- Being a Jew was all they felt the need of - they weren't working at it. BOAST- To humbly Glory in God is true worship, Isa 45:25; Jer 9:24, etc. Yet this is easily twisted into an attitude of self-glorification as if Our God, or Our Law, was to our credit, Jn 8:54. As their God was THE TRUE GOD, claiming ownership of Him made them feel superior to all others, and they expected God to favour them. This gave self-righteous Jews confidence. But Jews were the most vulnerable to Judgment of all, because closest to God. The High Priest and the Sanhedrim used their proud, privileged position to crucify Christ.

For us too, rejoicing in God easily sinks into rejoicing in a privileged position. We become proud, self-centred, self-preoccupied, self-righteous people glorying in ourselves, and despising those to whom we should be a witness. Long ago JB Watson, editor of "The Witness" wrote "When we first came to know the Lord we eagerly began to do things to please Him. All too soon we found we were being pleased with ourselves for doing those same things." Pride in Law-keeping, holding correct doctrine, or following correct routines destroys all fruitfulness.

2:18-20  KNOWEST/Know- Ginosko- #1:21. Personal knowledge, to be personally acquainted with. HIS WILL- As revealed in the OT. Knowing God's will without doing it is a tragedy. APPROVE- Dokimazo- #1:28. To approve of God’s revealed will is a dead end if you don't do it. EXCELLENT/Superior- Able to judge what is significant and essential.

INSTRUCTED- Katecheo- Catechise. To indoctrinate, instruct formally, process students - equipping them with the correct form of words. OUT OF THE LAW- #2:12. The Law which Jews accepted and approved, was excellent compared with any Heathen standards. The Jew wasn't limited to the foggy conscience of the Gentile and the distortions of Idolatry. He had everything stated clearly because God revealed Himself to them. The Jew could therefore in an outstanding way KNOW GOD as He is.

CONFIDENT. GUIDE- God intended the Jews to be guides, and in a measure they were - Gentiles were in synagogues, ready to hear Paul preach the Gospel. Sadly, pride in their role as Law-Teachers, made the Jews enemies of the Gospel when it prospered! Acts 13:44-45, etc. LIGHT- In natural sense, and used in Scripture of God dwelling in light, Truth as light, God giving LIGHT for us to live by etc. DARKNESS- Can be physical, intellectual, and moral/spiritual. Gentiles WERE blind to spiritual things, and in the dark. The Jew was qualified to guide those less privileged, and correct them.

INSTRUCTOR- Paideutes- A trainer or teacher of children, OR one who disciplines and corrects. From Paideuo- To train up a child. This may be an attitude of concern for the their welfare, of merely a desire to criticise and correct others rather than to be an example. FOOLISH- Aphron- Thoughtless, ignorant, foolish. A- Negative. Phren- The Mind. A morally reckless habit of mind, irresponsible. TEACHER OF BABES/Infants- Used of immature or simple-minded people. An unsophisticated mind, and trusting disposition, Mt 11:25; Lk 10:21.

THE FORM- Morphosis- A form or outline. The Jew took up his role of being a light to the Gentiles. But, pre-occupied with the outward form of the truth, and content to go through the motions of obedience to God, often did more harm than good, Mt 23:15-39. For ourselves, we must respond to the warning of 2 Tim 3:5.

2:21  TEACH YOURSELF? To know God's truth and teach it to others is good and God-honouring, but only if the teacher does what he teaches. Note the Lord's verdict in Mt 23:1-4. And yet a Rabbi said that the non-doing teacher of the Law was as high above the non-teaching doer of the Law, as Heaven is above earth - as the former did good to many souls, not just his own. Great Gentile Moral teachers had the same problem. Confucius' principles of Loyalty between husband and wife, parent and child, ruler and those he ruled, laid the foundation for orderly Chinese living. But he divorced his own wife, and so did his son.

PREACH- Kerusso- To publicly proclaim an official message. STEAL? Pride in proclaiming a superior religion doesn't necessarily transform a preacher's moral conduct. On average Jews and Jewish Teachers lived better lives than average Gentiles. In fact some Gentiles were attracted to the Synagogue by the higher standard taught there. But Synagogue or Church-goers won't be judged by how they compare with average citizens but by what they knew and taught. They may stand a Metre taller than the godless moral dwarves of this world, but infinitely lower than the Glory by which they must be judged.

Outward conformity to the Law in fussy details was relatively easy for rich people with ample spare time, as Paul knew, Phil 3:5-6. It was the heart attitude towards God and man that was their problem, Mt 5:21-28. Even in worship they "Robbed God," Mal 3:8. The Priests' Greed turned God's house into a thieves' den. They decided to murder Jesus when He interfered with it, Mk 11:15-18. Some rabbis like Johanan Ben Zacchai in his Lament on the destruction of Jerusalem painted a dark picture of their morals preceding that event. To know enough to teach others what is wrong, totally condemns the teacher, if he himself does any of the things which he teaches are forbidden, Jas 3:1.

2:24  SAY- Lego- To speak, convey a message. ABHOR- Bdelusso- To be disgusted, turn oneself away as from a foul smell. Bdeo- To stink. IDOLS- The representation of heathen Gods. SACRILEGE- Hierosuleo- Hieron- Temple. Sulao- To rob. Temples were wealthy in themselves, and were also used as Banks for safe deposit as fear of idol “gods” kept robbers away. Knowing and despising idols as nothings could set a Jew free to rob temples. He might even persuade himself that it was a virtuous act - if in fact the God he really worshipped was WEALTH. And, not the Righteous God of Heaven who said "Don't steal," and had expressly forbidden His people to take any treasure associated with idols, Deu 7:25-26. That the town clerk pointed out that Paul hadn't robbed temples suggests Jews did sometimes rob them, Acts 19:37.

LAW BREAKING- Parabasis- Para- Beside. Baino- To go. A going aside, an overstepping, a transgression, always a breach of Law. Used of Adam, Rom 5:4, Eve 1 Tim, 2:14, and of general LAW-breaking, Rom 4:15. DISHONOUR- See 1:24. GOD. Bring shame on God's name.

GOD'S NAME BLASPHEMED- Blasphemeo- To speak evil against. Blasphemy if against God. From Blapto- To Injure. Pheme- A Saying. When those who speak for God act contrary to what they say, their hypocrisy suggests their God is a hypocrite too. The hearers have reason to despise both them and their message. Their arrogance, and inconsistent living, always defeats the purposes of God, stumbling those He wants to reach with His Love. "The only Christ this world can see, is Christ in you and Christ in me." Confidence without personal holiness made Laodicea's witness intolerable to the Lord, Rev 3:17-18. THROUGH/Because of- Dia. YOU- Quoted from the LXX, not the Hebrew, but it conveys the meaning of the Hebrew. Greek is a much more precise language. WRITTEN- Their Scriptures made this clear, Is 52:5.

Paul switches from debating to teaching style. The Law, Covenant and Circumcision belong together, so circumcision must be considered. Some Rabbis taught that Abraham sat at the entrance to Gehenna to ensure that no circumcised person went there, etc.

2:25-27  CIRCUMCISION PROFITS .. IF .. KEEP- Prasso- #1:32. Habitually do what it says. Jews were proud of being circumcised. It marked them as having a covenant relationship with God. It was the easy part of Law obedience - done for them as a baby. But it committed them to keep all the Law. To boast in the Law, while not keeping the Law perfectly, was blind folly. BREAKER- Parabates- Go aside, transgress. See Parabasis 2:23. CIRCUMCISION BECOMES UNCIRCUMCISION- Circumcision was a token of commitment to absolute obedience to the Law. Without that obedience it was no more valid, or useful, than a Cheque-book that represented an empty bank account. God has no pleasure in mere outward profession.

KEEP THE RIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:32. Not merely do the kind of things the Law requires as in 2:14, but live in a relationship of faith and obedience with God, as Jews should have lived under the Law. COUNTED- #2:3. The UNCIRCUMCISED was the contemptuous Jewish name for non-Jews. Paul points out that the state of the heart/conscience before God was what counted with God. (Baptism too, is good in itself, yet worse than useless - a sign of hypocrisy rather than obedience - if it stands alone.) No one circumcised (except Christ) fully obeyed the Law, but some Gentiles lived more God-honouring lives than some Jews. So Circumcision/Uncircumcision wouldn't be God's dividing line. (Rabbi Meir also argued this - because it said MAN, not Jew in Lev 18:5.)

UNCIRCUMCISION BY NATURE- #1:26. IF IT FULFIL- Teleo- To finish, complete. From Telos- An End, goal. To live the life which was intended to be the end result of Circumcision. JUDGE/Condemn- #2:1. Be a witness for the prosecution. Unorthodoxy in the details of form that consistently fulfils the spirit of God's intention condemns inconsistent orthodoxy.

THE LETTER- Have the written Law of God, and go through the forms, the motions of outward obedience to it by being circumcised, etc. Judaism wasn't a closed system that by mechanical obedience ensured that a man was righteous with God. Keeping the Law was intended to be not a matter of details, but a relationship with the God who gave it.

TRANSGRESS- See 2:23. It is not simply JEWS = the God-approved people. Gentiles = the God-condemned people. Wearing a Police uniform doesn't exempt a man from prosecution if he steals, etc. Quite the opposite! Paul is proving that being a professed JEW (Or professed Christian) is no assurance of Salvation.

2:28-29  OUTWARDLY- One who's concerned with the OUTWARD SHOW of Judaism, one who externalises his religion. A visible privilege he paraded before the world. Circumcision is valueless except as an indication of a heart attitude towards God and the Covenant – and that required a work of Grace in the heart. Cp Gal 5:1-1-6

INWARDLY- Kruptos- Hidden. See 2:16. The inner reality seen only by God. External forms are rightly men's concern. Invisible reality is God's. OF THE HEART- A matter of heart relationship with God - a humble response to God's love and election, Deut 10:16; 30:6; Jer 4:4.

IN/by THE SPIRIT- #1:4. Does this mean the man's spirit? Or the Holy Spirit? Never fuss about such questions. God in His infinite wisdom has over-ruled that in His Word many statements express linked truths. The Holy Spirit is the sole source of all that's spiritual, all that's of God in a human life. It’s only by the Holy Spirit that anyone can know God, and know, speak, write down, and do the will of God. God's Spirit alone could make a man a Jew on the inside. But equally it was and is only in the spirit, the inmost being of man, that spiritual reality can exist, and it does so by the work and witness there of God the Holy Spirit. Only those who were in their spirits Jews were truly Jews.

PRAISE- In Hebrew JEW/Judah, and Praise, are from the same root. OF/from GOD- In spiritual matters the critical question is - who are we aiming to please? Mt 6:1-6. Whose appreciation and praise counts with us? This will determine whether we will be pre-occupied with the outward form or the unseen, inner reality. It's easy to profess that GOD is the one that matters - it's obviously true. We know real Christianity isn't the outward profession of doctrinal orthodoxy (Or show of apparent "Gifts of the Spirit,") but the reality of inward fellowship with God, producing the fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22-23. But in every age the approval or disapproval of those around us is immediate, visible and ever-present.

The more earnest, world-and-flesh-denying, Bible-conforming, zealous-for-God we are (the Pharisees Paul is describing were all that) the greater is the danger we'll become carnal Christians, concerned with the correctness of outward forms of words, dress, behaviour, Bible versions, hymn books, hours.. Groups almost identical in belief can be desperately critical of each other, focussing their attention on the details where they differ. This deadens spiritual life, grieves the Holy Spirit and quenches His work, and rightly makes us ridiculous in the eyes of those to whom we are supposed to witness. Aiming to receive glory from one another now, will cut us off from receiving Glory from God eternally, Jn 5:44.

CHAPTER     THREE

(Paul had hit hard at the wicked depravity of the Gentiles, and at the unjustified self-righteousness of the Jews. Some might ask if Paul was denying that God had chosen the Jews to be His people, or suggesting He'd abandoned them and failed to keep His promises to them? Paul assures them that Jews have the very real privilege of having God's Own Word, and are responsible to Him for the use they make of it.)

3:1-2 ADVANTAGE- Perissos- Primarily what is over and above. So, here, what does the Jew have that others don't have? PROFIT/Value- Opheleia or Ophelos- Usefulness, benefit, advantage.

CHIEFLY/First of all- See 1:8. The central essential from which a variety of blessings flow - spiritual, social, economic, political. COMMITTED/Entrusted with- Pisteuo- #1:16. Normally used for man to have FAITH in God. God entrusted them with His words to draw them to trust Him, and through them to draw others. It wasn’t a secret or mysterious advantage, and it did them no good unless they lived by it. The OT was given both as a treasure to them, and a stewardship towards the world at large. A similar Greek expression is used of God entrusting the Gospel to Paul, 1 Tim 1:11-12. He responded in Faith for himself so could proclaim it effectively. The Jews failed to.

ORACLES/Very words- Logion- An utterance, oracle. Diminutive of Logos- A word, or message. As in 9:4, it refers to the whole OT. OF GOD- Beyond all else their privilege was that God had chosen to reveal Himself, and His will, to them. To Abraham, Moses, David, the Prophets, etc. He enabled them to record and preserve what was revealed. God intended this to be available to the whole Jewish population, and through them to their Gentile neighbours, as a constant challenge, Deu 6:1-25, 31:9-13, so that they could know Him and live in fellowship with Him. Selfish, fallen human nature ignored the awesome, solemn privileges/responsibilities. And viewed it with complacency and pride in terms of their being God's favoured people - entitled to the "Perks," they thought should accompany their position. 
 In this attitude they rejected Christ, and God's purposes, and excluded themselves from the blessings which passed over to the Church, 11:11.

3:3  NOT BELIEVE?- Apisteo- To be unbelieving, to disbelieve, and so not obey - as a deliberately chosen attitude, and way of life. This was the attitude of the Jews that CAUSED the failure, as well as its visible EFFECT in disobedient living. There are only two possible reactions to God's revelation of Himself and His will – people respond in Faith/Obedience, 1:5, and Unbelief/Disobedience, 10:21. THE manifestation of unbelief by Israel at that time was the Rejection and Crucifixion of their Messiah, and the continued rejection of the Gospel preached to them "FIRST" by Paul and others. As the Gospel was preached to them from the OT this amounted to a rejection of the Oracles of God – the Bible in which they prided themselves.

OF NONE EFFECT/Nullify- Katargeo- To reduce to inactivity, to make useless, do away with. Kata- Down, Intensive. Argos- Inactive. Did their failures recorded in the OT, and the horrifying failure involved in rejecting and crucifying their Messiah, mean the end of everything God had attempted with the Jews, and empty the OT of any value?

A Parallel question today - Does spectacular hypocrisy among church leaders, boasted agnosticism by theologians, and the failure of Christians to live a life much better than their neighbours, mean that God won't keep the promises He makes in the Gospel?

FAITH- See 1:5. Faith in the sense of the truths stated in His Word. Faithfulness in the sense of the certainty that He will keep them. Nothing can destroy the advantage of having God's Word available, as God will always be faithful to His declared Word, whether in Blessing or in Judgment. It doesn't require human merit. And His word has rational, righteous effects, not ritual, magical ones, Isa 55:10-11.

3:4  TRUE- Alethes- True to the total unseen reality. See Truth, 1:18. God is True in that what He IS, is the ultimate reality at the back of everything in the Universe. Everything He says conforms to reality, and will always prove to have been true in its every outcome. God will always do what He has said He will do. His Nature – His Omniscience, Omnipotence, Righteousness, Holiness, Love, etc means that it MUST be so. Because He is what He is, nothing He says will ever prove pointless, or irrelevant, by failing. God, in revealing what He revealed in the OT, was aware of Israel's future unbelief - Deu 31:14-29. What was written allowed for this. The LAW was effective, indirectly - it brought us to Christ, Gal 3:23-25.

A LIAR- Whenever there's a question whether God or man is right, or responsible for a failure, it's obvious that the wrong and blame belongs with man. God cannot be ignorant, inconsistent, or deceive. We must make this fact the basis of all our thinking even if doing so at times involves disbelieving every human testimony, including the apparent evidence registering on OUR minds and emotions. The forbidden fruit registered positively on Eve's senses and the serpent's arguments registered positively on her rationality, but what God had said was true. Specifically God's promises will all be fulfilled, will all be proved true, in the end. JUSTIFIED/Proved right- #2:13. Not in order that You will be proved - as if it was somehow an artificially arranged thing - but You will certainly be shown to be right, “You will certainly win your case,” or “Whenever you speak everyone will see that you are right.” (Another possible meaning is that God must be true (to His Word) - even if every man is false (to his word.) 

SAYINGS/Your words- Logos- Words in the sense of the message conveyed in them. (Rhema is the form of the words, the words in themselves.) The written Word of the OT is referred to here.

JUDGED/Judging- #2:1. In Ps 51:3-4, David, speaking of his sin in the matter of Bathsheba, confesses that he has sinned against God, and that God's assessment of the situation, and Judgments as in 2 Sam 7:7-14, are True to righteousness, and true to the facts of the case. To this specific case Paul adds the general statement that in every case when Man queries the rightness of an action of God, God being all that He is must be True, and any contrary claim by man must be a lie. Therefore in the matter under discussion - the Gospel proclamation that no-one can EARN righteousness by works, WHATEVER ANY MAN MAY THINK OR SAY ABOUT IT God is being consistently faithful to His OT promises.

Paul goes on to refute SILLY HUMAN IDEAS about the interaction between OUR unrighteousness, and GOD's Righteousness. He may have in mind a Rabbinic idea that David's motive for sinning with Bathsheba was to prove the truth of Gen 8:21!

3:5  UNRIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:18. COMMEND- Sunistano- To place together, introduce a person, present as worthy. Sun- With. Histemi- To stand.  RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD- Not as in 1:17 God's placing men in a right relationship to Himself, but here His nature expressed in His actions which are always right. The blackness of man's sin is what makes the whiteness of God's righteousness stand out.

VENGEANCE- Orge #1:18. His righteous anger against people for sinful actions expressed by enforcing the appropriate penalty. A silly question. ALL sin shows up the righteousness of those who don't sin in that way. That Judas, Caiaphas, etc. played essential roles in Christ's dying for our sins is not to their credit! They did what their sinful desires moved them to do. Their hands were wicked even as they played their part in the fulfilment of God's promises and purposes, Acts 2:23. Whatever clever human logic may reckon, God is always totally consistent, and it's impossible that He should not punish sin and reward virtue.

AS A MAN/Using a human argument- As this is the foolish, sinful way men's thoughts tend to run, Paul meets them at their own level. But because it is foolish and sinful to think that way, Paul apologises for doing so. Paul is inspired in doing this - but Preachers have to be cautious about using smart or silly talk – both good AND bad effects are likely – see Prov 26:4-5,

3:6-7  GOD JUDGE- #2:1. a. God's total knowledge makes possible His consistent Judging of every action according to the measure of sin involved in the motives and purposes of every person. And it requires Him to do so. God cannot in fact be unjust, and be GOD. As God, He must intervene in Judgment so that everything in the Universe which He has created is made to conform to His Character and purpose. If God is not free to use His wrath, how can He judge. b. IF God was going to judge the world on the basis of whether the OUTCOME of any action proved GOD righteous and so Glorified His Name- no Judgment would be possible, for whatever happens DOES ultimately prove Him righteous and Glorify His Name. His being God ensures that. Everyone is judged on whether their desire and intention was to obey Him, fellowship with Him, and fulfil His purposes. c. Righteous Judgment can't be on the basis of the OUTCOME from a human point of view - as the "Advantage" rule works in some sports. Attempted murder IS murder even if it happened that the victim's being in hospital revealed an unknown cancer that was removed and his life prolonged. Neither Joseph's brothers, nor Potiphar's wife can expect their sins to be ignored, just because it ended up to God's glory, Joseph's good, and general blessing. THE WORLD- #1:8.

FOR IF THE TRUTH/Truthfulness- #1:18. OF GOD ABOUNDED- Perisseuo- To super-abound in quantity, or quality. GLORY- See 1:23. MY LIE- Pseusma- A falsehood, spoken or acted lie.

JUDGED- #2:1. SINNER- Hamartolos- One who misses the mark. This word is the most general term used to describe the fallen and rebellious condition of men. Because we are sinners God was able to show the wonder and Glory of His Love, at Calvary. God does turn the sins of Man to His Glory- eg David sinfully took Bath Sheba, but later Solomon was born and he is in Christ's ancestry. God has no men but sinners to work with. God's grace can work with and through man's sin, but His Holiness must judge it - although our crookedness shows His straightness. It's easy to pose questions about the profound mysteries of Divine Government. No man can either understand or give the answers. Paul, having stated the protest in its ridiculousness, leaves it at that.

3:8 SLANDEROUSLY REPORTED- Blasphemeo- See 2:24. DO- Poeio, #1:9. EVIL- #1:30. GOOD- #2:7. The "Mad Monk" Rasputin, influential with the last Russian Czar because of his seeming ability to heal the Czar's son, apparently used to proclaim to women that he seduced "Repentance is the greatest human virtue in God's sight. Sinning is the necessary preliminary step, so sinning with me is a step towards holiness." Mormons who call at my door profess to believe and rejoice in any Gospel verses and the salvation of which they speak. And yet I've read their verdict on Adam's sin which says "If in any sense Adam fell it was a fall UPWARDS, an essential step towards our becoming Gods." No doubt some of Paul's hearers DID twist the Gospel he proclaimed in such ways, to their own destruction 2 Pet 3:16. But the responsibility remains - Preach the Gospel, as Biblically and clearly as we can.

DAMNATION- #2:2. IS JUST/Deserved- Endikos- Just, righteous. En- in. Dike- Right. The word means a righteous verdict, and sentence. God will certainly condemn all such ideas at the final Judgment, and we must take a firm stand against them by preaching the WHOLE truth of the Gospel, Acts 20:24-35. When anyone says "I'm saved by Grace so am free to do what I like," his attitude (and probably the person capable of such an attitude) is under God's condemnation. It's ridiculous that any mere man should dare to question the rightness of any action of God, as if God needed to satisfy Man's warped and limited sense of what's good and right. Such impertinence needs to be dismissed out of hand, and not argued with. The same is true of the blasphemous interpretations of Christ's life produced from sinfully foolish imaginations to cash in on the market for sensational lies. Paul doesn't honour such slanders and distortions with reasoned argument - to do so gives them the appearance of credibility, as if they were a real problem, or threat. He merely dismisses them as damnable.

3:9 ARE WE (Jews) any BETTER?- Since we Jews have a privileged position compared to the Gentiles, does that automatically make us better off? Obviously they WERE better off when it came to the knowledge of God and His will, and lived relatively better lives morally in consequence of this. The question though is do the privileges of being a Jew LIFT JEWS OUT OF THE CLASS OF PEOPLE WHO ARE UNDER GOD'S WRATH AS SINNERS, so that they have no need to receive Righteousness from God as a gift? 

NO- The Jew STARTS from a better base, in that he knows the Law, knows what is required to earn justification by works, but as he never fully does what he knows of God’s will, the end result is still that the law condemns him, Gal 2:21; 3:10; Jas 2:10-11.

UNDER SIN- As slaves were UNDER the yoke = under absolute control of the Master whose slaves they were, 1 Tim 6:1. Man's sin controls him because its desires are built into his nature so that if we act the way we feel like instinctively, we will sin. Man is addicted to sin as to a drug. In spite of good intentions no person does consistently what he should. BUT it is because man chooses to sin, that he becomes the addicted slave of sin, Everyone who sins is the slave of sin, and only the Son can set us free, Jn 8:34-36. This is why we're told later that we must keep on reckoning ourselves dead to our old self nature, and sin. In offering the Gospel remedy we need to do so as those who are by nature sinful as our hearers are, but are witnessing to Christ that He sets sinners free.

SIN- #Hamartia- Literally "Missing the mark," but in the NT it is the most comprehensive term for sin. It refers to sin as the principle or source of action in human nature that produces sinful acts. It is the root of sin in man that Christ came as the Lamb of God to take away, Jn 1:29. Paul has already shown that Jews and Gentiles are sinners, so therefore they under God's wrath.

3:10-12  WRITTEN- A series of brief quotations sums up the OT verdict. NONE RIGHTEOUS- Dikaios- In a right relation with God, righteous in God's eyes, not merely "Does right," at times. See 1:17. Paul introduces this key word "RIGHTEOUS" into a quote from Ps 14:1-3; 53:1-3. The word isn't there in the original Hebrew or LXX but it fits the sense of the OT, and ties it specifically to the subject under discussion- which is Are Jews as Jews, somehow more naturally RIGHTEOUS than Gentiles?

UNDERSTAND- Suniemi- To put together mentally, understand. No one makes the effort to put together the facts regarding God, His will, and human responsibilities, in order to understand how to live a Godly life. The Natural man can't understand spiritual things, I Cor 2:14. We should present the Gospel as clearly as possible but the Holy Spirit alone can give the words power, and hearers understanding, Jn 16:8-10, Acts 1:8. We must learn to be patient and prayerful, 2 Tim 2:23-26.

NONE SEEK GOD- None seek to be with God. Want to have God with them. It is only because God seeks us FIRST, stirring us up by His Spirit to seek God, that we can meet Him. No one left to themselves would seek God. No one can claim that he took the initiative to seek God. OUT OF THE WAY- Ekklino- All took evasive action, to avoid God, avoid even thinking about Him, as in 1:28.

UNPROFITABLE- Achreioo- To make useless. A- Negative. Chreia- Use. Not wanting fellowship with God, turning away from Him, automatically makes them USELESS to Him, and they devalue themselves to worthlessness. None are USABLE by God. The OT Hebrew text has Corrupt. The  LXX has Useless- rotten things are useless!

DO- Poieo- #1:9. GOOD- Chrestotes- #2:4. If anyone resents God's verdict, and believe that the sum total of what they are doing is “good” it's because their standards are too low. Bristow uses the illustration of a person who was sure they had a GOOD voice because they sang only in low-grade choirs. When in that confidence they volunteered for a top choir they were embarrassed and shocked at how far short of its standard they fell. The Lord checked an enquirer who lightly called Him GOOD Master, saying in effect "Do you recognise that I am God? - God is the only GOOD person," Mt 19:17. The Lord's life on earth is the standard by which all human claims to being GOOD must be judged.

3:13-16  THROAT AN OPEN Grave- Their inner being is spiritually dead, Eph 2:1-3, although the outward show of their life was nicely whitewashed by religious or charitable activities, Mt 23:25-39. What they spoke came from the corruption and death within them, and infected their hearers with sin and corruption also. This is true of religious teaching from the spiritually dead, zealous, fundamentalists, Mt 23:15, or from worldly-wise sophisticated liberals. And professional "Experts" in human behaviour who cheerfully assure everyone that sin is merely natural, so we must avoid any sense of guilt. It is even more plainly true of the stench of their foul lives that is poured out continually by writers and entertainers, who make a fortune in the process.

DECEIT- Dolioo- To lure with a bait. People say and do things that are intended to trap others. ASPS- A small snake whose bite is fatal unless cut away promptly. Snakes strike with their venom when they feel threatened. When people feel threatened they may burst out into vicious speaking and actions.

CURSING BITTERNESS- They constantly speak curses and bitter words that bring a curse of bitterness into the lives of others. SWIFT- Oxus- Sharp- as a sword. There is no hesitancy or inefficiency in their violent actions. TO SHED BLOOD- They're quick to hurt and kill people.

DESTRUCTION- Suntrimma- A breaking in pieces, shattering. WAYS- Hodos- A road, a journey, or a way. Wherever they go they leave a trail of destruction and misery. Often self-destructive and miserable in themselves, but always shattering lives and causing people to suffer. It's a sombre thought that wherever human explorers, conquerors, and merchants, have gone, whatever GOOD they may have intended to do and have done, a lot of destruction and misery has followed. The natural human qualities and “fleshly” behaviour of Christian preachers and missionaries has often undone much of the value of their message.

3:17-18  WAY OF PEACE- #1:7. NOT KNOWN- #1:21. FEAR- The reverential fear of God that moves men to live carefully and well, so as not to have any fear of Him! The fear of the Lord is the basis of all wise and Godly living, Prov 1:7. BEFORE- The visible presence of God at Sinai produced trembling, awed respect, as it should, Ex 19:16-18. It made them feel eager to obey Him, and to keep well away from Him, 20:18-21. They should have kept the vision of God in mind and the result would have been that wholesome respect for God that stops wrong speech or action.

That they weren't Good/Righteous at heart in spite of the experience of Sinai is seen in their "Improving" on God's Command in Ex 20:4, by making a Golden Calf to represent Him, Ex 32:1-35. After experiencing God's Love and Discipline for 750 years the people as a whole demanded that the prophets get out of their way, and stop confronting them with the Holy One of Israel, Isa 30:11. This culminated in the Cross. These verses are God's X ray view of the Jews, and beyond them the whole human race. It reveals universal unrighteousness 3:10, ignorance and independence 3:11, violent, vicious speech and actions that corrupt society and make peace, and good living impossible. It echoes Chapter 1, and Gen 6:5-8.

3:19-20  NOW- Having reasoned the matter out on the basis of God's Word. WE KNOW- Oida- Have grasped with our minds, and understood. THE LAW- #2:12. The whole OT message. SAYS- Present tense. Although written so long ago it speaks with a message to the present time. UNDER LAW- The Jews having been given God's Law are responsible to do what it said. As quoted, it tells them clearly where they stand. MOUTH STOPPED- Phrasso- To fence in, close, or stop, so here to stop all excuses, leave everyone with nothing to say in self-defence.

WORLD- #1:8. BECOME GUILTY Hupodikos- Brought to trial, under sentence. guilty. Under judgment Hupo- Under, Dike- Justice. Gentiles-Non-Jews, aren't excused because they're ignorant of God's LAW, (or today, ignorant of His Gospel.) They all have the witness of Creation, and turned from it, Chapter 1, and Conscience which they used to criticise others instead of using it to live always as they knew they should, Chapter 2. Jews used their privilege of knowing God and His Law, to feed their pride and complacency. They were content to boast as they taught it instead of humbly thanking God and concentrating on walking with Him in it. They refused to let it do its work of convicting them of sin. The verdict on all humanity is "Without Excuse," 1:20.

Understanding the truth that Jews are without excuse means that all mankind without excuse, may be helped by two analogies. 1. In Choosing Abraham, and controlling the breeding of the next two generations, God may be considered as acting like a breeder choosing a promising plant to see how far it can be developed. The Jews were a representative sample of the best God could develop man to be. Their failure proved Mankind couldn't be perfected under Law. 2. A sample of the water in a reservoir may be tested for pollution, and the verdict on it is the verdict on the whole. So the Jews can be considered as a Sample of Mankind, tested under Law. The verdict on the Jews is therefore the correct verdict on all mankind.

THEREFORE- The final conclusion of the section. DEEDS- #2:6. LAW- #2:12. Trying to do what the Law requires, with a view to earning justification by the works people can do, rather than accepting by Faith the gift of righteousness. Trying to use LAW as a way of establishing one in a right relation to God. At one time Paul had believed that he WAS righteous - in a right relation to God - by doing such works, Phil 3:3-8, but as he states in Chapter 7, through the Law he came to see the true horror of sin and of his inability to free himself from sin.

NONE JUSTIFIED- #2:13. IN HIS SIGHT- Gal 2:16; 3:24. They may claim to live by the ten commandments, etc. Men may call them GOOD. God who sees all says the Law justifies NOBODY. The more determined men are to claim to be righteous, and to be able to earn righteousness by their own efforts, the more they prove the basic sinfulness of their nature because they're attempting to be independent of God, with their own rival self-righteousness.

Through LAW We become conscious of- #1:28. SIN- 5:13; 7:7-11; Gal 3:19. The Law makes us realise what sin IS, and so that we are UNDER JUDGMENT. The LAW is the straight line that shows the line every man draws is crooked. It is the mirror that looked in shows that the face is dirty - but it doesn't wash it. It’s the thermometer that shows a person has fever, but it can't cure it. The Law has done its work when it produces conviction of sin - it cannot justify. The practice of religion, including Law-Keeping with a view to establishing a man's own righteousness amounts to idolatry of self. To try to glorify God by OUR good works is really to glorify oneself, and to put God in man's debt. To try to manipulate God by Law-keeping, religious activities, good works, positive thinking, "Faith that visualises Him doing things for them" etc. is acting as if man is superior to God, and that He can be made to work for them. It's blasphemy. When we realise we can EARN nothing but Judgement we're ready for the Good News.

3:21-4:25. RECEIVING RIGHTEOUSNESS AS A GIFT from GOD

(The exposition of the NEGATIVE side of the Gospel revelation – that all by nature are under God's Wrath, 1:18 - is over. The Law-keeping Jews showed their true spiritual state by having their Messiah murdered without defiling their feet by entering a Gentile building, Jn 18:29. The guilt of the answerable-to-conscience Gentiles is shown by their representative, Pilate, declaring Jesus to be innocent, and handing Him over to Crucifixion, Lk 23:20-25. God, through Paul, sets out the POSITIVE side of the Gospel revelation - how such guilty sinners can be justified by a righteous God. Their sin is a DEBT that must be paid; a DISEASE that must be cured; a DEPARTURE from God that must be corrected; a DOMINION that must be broken. No man can break the hold sin has over them, and the other requirements are equally impossible to us. God alone can do it. The righteous terms on which God provides righteousness for ungodly sinners are now set out. Both its contents, and its careful, emphatic grammatical construction make it a solemn proclamation of the one-and-only, once-and-for-all, redemptive act of God, Heb 10:11-14.)

3:21-23 How God PUTS MEN RIGHT with Himself

(This short section is the heart of the whole Epistle.)

3:21 BUT NOW- Paul uses these words 19x in his Epistles, and always to indicate that what follows is totally new and different. We turn from the OT Law, and the revelation of the Wrath of God, to the revelation of God's provision of righteousness. NOW that Christ has come, died as the Lamb of God, and risen to offer righteousness as a free gift from God, to all who will receive Him, everything has been changed. It’s not merely a TIME contrast between two periods. It’s also a contrast between two RELATIONSHIPS - slavish dependence on the Law for justification which was sure to fail as it depended on human effort. And the automatically successful gift of sonship, which depends on God and on Grace, 8:1-17; Gal 4:1-7, 21-5:1. MANIFESTED- Open for all to see, in the Gospel. The OT only pointed forward to it.

RIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:17. OF GOD- Not here referring to His Righteous Character and Being - although that's the foundation. But its outworking in providing a way for man to come into a right relationship with Himself, RIGHTEOUSLY. God's way of putting men right with Himself. The whole idea is God's - His reaching down to us. The Righteousness is HIS, and made available to us by Him, as a result of His work, and on His terms, 8:1; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24. God is RIGHTEOUS in Himself, and actively Righteous in justifying Believers as in 3:26. His INITIATIVE in offering to do for us what we can never hope to do, moves us to love, worship, and a willingness to surrender and co-operate with Him.

WITHOUT/Apart from THE LAW- #2:12. The Law was involved in Christ's perfect life, and His perfect Sacrifice, which together met its requirements. But Man's Obedience to the Law plays no part in a man RECEIVING this righteousness, or in LIVING in this righteousness, Gal 3:2-3, or in ENTERING TRIUMPHANTLY INTO GLORY, presented in that righteousness, faultless before the Throne of God, Jude 24, Rev 1:5-6. The part played by Law is a negative one. The man who makes an earnest endeavour to keep the Law, comes to a knowledge of how hopelessly sinful his nature is, and in self-despair turns to Christ, and lives, as in Rom 7; Gal 3:23-29.

MANIFESTED- #1:19. In 1:17 Apokalupto is used, and in the present tense, saying that the good news is right now revealing the way in which God puts men right with Himself. Here the past is used to say that the Good News shines out from a definite historic event - the Cross of Christ. Christ has finished the work, once and for all. The basis on which man is put right with God has been provided.

WITNESSED TO BY THE LAW- Which brought men to a clear knowledge of their sin, condemnation to death, and the need for a sacrifice to die in their place to Atone –  In the Hebrew OT Kaphar – to "Cover" that sin until it could be taken away by the perfectly adequate Sacrifice of Christ, as set out in Hebrews 9 and 10.

PROPHETS- Who proclaimed that outward obedience was insufficient, and promised that Christ would die to take away our sins, Isa 53, etc. Although men always tend to view the OT as setting out things for men to DO in order to be right with God, it actually proves man cannot please God by their works, and it constantly points to the need of atoning sacrifice, and provision of Salvation by God's Mercy, Lev 16:2-34; 23:26-32. The Gospel is continuous with the OT - fulfilling its promises, developing its teaching to a triumphant conclusion in Christ. God's revelation in the Bible is progressive, cumulative, but consistent. In no way does God abandon His purposes and promises, but it is a disaster to turn back to the OT ways now that Christ has come, Gal 3:23-29; 4:1-11; 21-5:4.

3:22  RIGHTEOUSNESS #1:17 OF GOD BY FAITH- #1:5. All they have to do is to believe the Gospel, accept God's offer, and let the Saviour save them, transform them, 2 Cor 5;17; Gal 6:14-15. OF CHRIST JESUS- Salvation is by FAITH alone, by CHRIST alone, and by GRACE alone. Each inseparably intertwined, not standing alone. It's not faith in God in general, but specifically directed to Christ Jesus and His Saving effort and Grace. Christ Himself is the object of Saving Justifying Faith, Jn 1:12-13; 3:16; Col 1:27, not merely His promises or works, and Faith brings believers into a personal relationship with Him. The following verses show Christ providing redemption, propitiation, and vindicating the Justice of God.

ALL THAT BELIEVE- See 1:16. The RIGHTEOUSNESS that's been revealed in the Gospel is Salvation and forgiveness offered to ALL men for ALL that they have done, are, will do, or be. The Righteousness offered to Faith, is the same to ALL Believers, and believing is what they do in order to receive it. It's simply accepted as a free gift, but it MUST be accepted as a personal decision in order to be valid. It's effective only to those who BELIEVE, because God can save only those who trust themselves into His hands. A man must give up his self-confident or self-despairing attempts to make himself right with God by his own moral/ religious efforts in order to do this. Faith isn't to our credit as earning Salvation- accepting a gift isn't a virtue!

NO DIFFERENCE- Diastole- Dia- apart. Stello- To Set. There are no different groups being made righteous in different ways - ALL are in the same group – sinners. And all are made righteous in the same way.

ALL SINNED- So all qualify for the righteousness in Christ that God in the Gospel offers to sinners. COME SHORT- In the present tense, so describes the present natural, unsaved state of all men. It may be understood in several ways: 

<A> All fall short of the likeness to God which God intended men to bear, Gen 1:26-27. It has been forfeited by man's sin.

<B> All are far away from, and cannot come into, His glorious saving presence, or have fellowship with Him, or receive and reflect His Glory.

<C> All fail to glorify Him by doing what is to His praise and  Glory, 4:20.

<D> So, all fail to receive the glory and praise which God bestows.

<E> All fall short of the glory that will be ours at the coming of Christ, Rom 8:18,20 etc. but that's hardly relevant here.

3:24  JUSTIFIED- #2:13. In the beginning the earth existed in darkness and chaos, totally unable to improve itself. God declared Let there be light and there was light. Cp 2 Cor 4:5. So, into the darkness and chaos of our sin and shortcoming God declared "Dikaioo- Be Justified!" and the Dikaiosune- Righteousness, 1:17; 3:21, of Christ became ours, and we were Dikaos- Righteous 1:17; 3:18, in Him. The universal sinfulness of mankind lays the foundation for the universal offer of Salvation as a gift to be received by Faith, 11:32; Gal 3:22. Any attempt by man to JUSTIFY himself by protesting that he is righteous is doomed, Lk 10:29.

The BASIS of JUSTIFICATION is the fact that Christ has fully paid the debt of our sins. We're justified; a. by Blood – by the ransom price the Saviour paid to satisfy the righteous requirements of God's Holiness, Rom 5:9. b. By Grace - wholly apart from merit in ourselves. c. By Faith - we receive righteousness/Justification by believing on the Lord Jesus, Rom 5:1. We're enabled to believe because God reveals Himself to us in the Gospel and His Spirit moves us to respond. d. By God - He reckons us righteous, Rom 8:33. Christ Himself is made unto us RIGHTEOUSNESS 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 5:21. Our union with Him enables us to receive justifying righteousness as a gift from God. It is GOD-righteousness, because it is HIS property, and Faith-righteousness, as it comes to us when we Believe the Gospel and trust ourselves into the saving care of Christ.

The SCOPE of JUSTIFICATION is very wide, meeting our total spiritual needs. We were enemies and it reconciles us to God, makes us right with God, brings us into a right relationship with Him. God accepts us as hopelessly sinful, yet forgives us, clears us of all charges against us - nailing them to the Cross, Col 2:14. He reckons/declares us to be righteous, and makes us righteous, by crediting Christ's righteousness to our account, clothing us with the positive righteousness of Christ.

   No description of Justification can ever be fully adequate - its full significance being beyond human understanding or words - but this identification has been expressed usefully in the word play – Justified = Christ's death for me is Just as if I'd  died, the penalty of my sin has been carried out; and Christ's righteousness credited to me. Some say that makes me Just as if I'd never sinned. But not in the sense that it makes us INNOCENT – if it did we would soon fall into sin as “innocent” Adam did. The Believer has received Christ. Christ Himself is made unto us Righteousness, 1 Cor 1:30. And our new life in the Spirit is infinitely stronger and more secure than “innocence,” 8:1-39; Gal 3:23-29; Jude 24.

The EFFECT of JUSTIFICATION. Justification is a crisis with an immediate effect, a process with a lifelong effect, and a culmination in our being presented spotless in Glory to flourish in that state forever. ALL these are a single unity, planned from eternity, accomplished on Calvary, and made effective at the moment of Conversion, 8:30.

   At first it may not seem to ourselves or to others that we are any better than we were. To explain this some have coined a doctrine that our being Righteous is a "Legal Fiction." The expression gives an unfortunate impression, as if God, being God, can call black, white, when it suits Him. As a righteous God He can't, and doesn't. He will not justify the wicked, Ex 23:7. Dikaios = Righteous, and the natural sense of Dikaioo is to MAKE RIGHTEOUS. Or to Justify – which means to RIGHTEOUSIFY, but there isn’t such a word. At the moment of conversion He has spoken the creative word and we ARE righteous - set free to begin to live morally and virtuously. And enabled to live up to our new-found freedom to live in fellowship with God, Jn 8:32, 36; 2 Cor 3:17. The reality (or not) of our justification will soon be visible in our lives, Rom 8:1-4; James 2:4. Although it is in Glory that Justification will culminate in a display of Christ-likeness in His Saints, here and now, having been invisibly justified in our heart response of Faith to God, an outward confession in words and actions is expected, Rom 10:9. Christ is IN us, Col 1:29, and the outworking of the Christ-life follows Phil 2:12-16. Cp Gal 4:4-7; 5:13-25; 6:7-10.

BUT the assurance of Justification is in God, and in His Word - not in how we see ourselves or how we feel. Justification is God's act of declaring to be righteous, and in making righteous, all who believe in Jesus. It's something which takes place in the mind of God, not in the mind and feelings of the Believer."

FREELY- Justification isn't earned by the one justified, and nothing in him contributes to it. It comes from God the Giver at His infinite personal cost. He provided all that is required for our Justification. BY HIS GRACE- #1:5. This confirms that man contributes nothing to the process of being put right with God. It's not an "Exchange Gift" but one freely given by God's grace alone - HIS, is emphatic in the Greek, emphasising the not-of-Works-but-by-Faith principle. Salvation operates in the sphere of God's loving-kindness, compassion, self-giving Grace.

REDEMPTION- Apolutrosis- Deliverance, redemption, releasing for the price of a ransom. Apo- From. Lutron- The price of release, ransom. Although this is a noun in Greek, it describes an event - The Believer’s righteous status has been brought about by a definite and decisive action of God who bore the cost of our being set free. Apolutrosis is used in the LXX only in Dan 4:34 of Nebuchadnezzar's restoration to sanity, but related words are used of Redemption from Egypt, redemption by a Goel- A Kinsman-Redeemer, and of the redemption of the Firstborn. We are bought with a price, and as with the redemption of the Firstborn Ex 13:11-13, the price was the death of a Substitute, God the Son Himself, 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23; Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Pet 1:18, etc.

Gentiles could understand Redemption, without knowing the OT, from their custom in freeing slaves. The Redemption Price of the slave was handed to a temple. The God of the temple was then supposed to use the money to purchase the slave. The slave was then free of all slavery to humans. As he belonged to the "god" of that temple permanently he could never be re-enslaved to any man.

Believers have received Redemption already, but it will be visibly and fully ours to enjoy when the Lord comes to take us home, 1 Th 4:13-18.

IN CHRIST JESUS- It involved the total identification of our Lord with sinful humanity. This identification is proclaimed by our Lord in the Gospels by His referring to Himself 78x as "Son of Man." Of the 95x that title is used in the OT 94x it's used of Ezekiel who was required to identify Himself with his sinful people even to the point of having in symbol their sins laid on him, Ezek 4:4-6.

3:25  SET FORTH- Protithemi- Pro- Before. Tithemi- To Put or Place. It can mean to present as a Sacrifice, OR to display publicly, OR as in 1:13, to plan. In Christ's atoning death on the Cross God set forth and publicly displayed His eternal purpose that the Son of God should be the Lamb of God, Rev 13:8 to take away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29.

PROPITIATION/Sacrifice of Atonement- Hilasterion- Used in Heb 9:5 and in the LXX for Kapporeth- the Mercy Seat. There the blood of atonement was sprinkled, and on that basis God met and had fellowship with His people in the person of their High Priest, Ex 25:17-22; Lev 16:1-17. Noah's Ark was Kaphar- Covered with pitch Gen 6:14. Physically the Mercy Seat/ Kapporeth COVERED- Kaphar the Stone tablets of the ten commandments which condemned all who less than perfectly kept them. Spiritually, the blood sprinkled on and before the Mercy Seat on the Day of Atonement- Kaphar was accepted by God as COVERING- Kaphar the sins of the Nation and so permitting them to live another year under the Covenant God had made with them.

   Related words are used by Heathen for sacrifices which "Propitiate-Appease" the assumed anger of their "Gods" – to bribe or coax them into a favourable mood, but it's never so used in OT. In the Bible it is never God who is said to be propitiated. It is the sin that causes His wrath that propitiation deals with. There's no irrationality, caprice, and vindictiveness in God's wrath. And it is God Himself who takes the initiative to save mankind from remaining in the situation where justice requires His wrath to fall on the sinner. Speaking of the sacrifice's life blood He says I have given it to you to make an atonement- Kaphar for yourselves on the altar, Lev 17:11. God's presence waited above the Mercy Seat to meet His people there. He met them in mercy annually when the atoning blood was sprinkled there, Ex 25:16-22; Lev 16:2-34.

   The sprinkling of blood on the mercy Seat atoned for- covered- Kaphar the sins of the High Priest and people. The Kapporeth (Hebrew word), Hilasterion (Greek word), Mercy Seat (in English) refers to both the PLACE, and the MEANS of atonement. In a sense the Cross of Calvary is the Mercy seat - the PLACE where propitiation was made. Calvary was where Christ as THE High Priest offered Himself, Heb 9:13-14, to be made sin - a curse, to bear the whole weight of God's Holy wrath against sin, for us, 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13. There He  shed His life's blood as an atoning sacrifice for sin on our behalf, Acts 28:28; Heb 9:12; 13:12; Rev 1:5. On the basis of that once-and-for-all propitiation God meets the Sinner there in Mercy, Isa 53:10, Heb 10:1-14. 

THROUGH FAITH- #1:5. This fits loosely into the one sentence of 23-26, and applies to the whole process. Faith makes it all available, and faith is open to all men. BUT, Faith is the ONLY way it can be received – there can be no thought of earning it. BLOOD- When blood is shed, life is given up. In this case it was given up as a sacrifice of propitiation, Lev 17:11; Mt 26:28; 1 Cor 11:25; Heb 9:11-10:29; 13:12, 20; 1 Pet 1:2, 19; 1 Jn 1:7; 5:6, etc. Faith is in Christ who shed His blood as in 3:22, not in the blood apart from Christ.

DECLARE/Demonstrate- Endeixis- En- In. Deiknumi- To show. The act or process by which a thing is demonstrated to be so. The Greek word means both to show forth, and to prove by showing forth. RIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:17. In the propitiatory death of Christ on the Cross God displays His consistent, personal righteous character, and the righteousness of His action in granting Justification on the basis of that sacrifice. He does this beyond all possibility of challenge. At the same time He displays the means by which He puts men right with Himself - the righteousness which is now available to them in Christ. The justice of God and the Justification of the ungodly are inseparable elements in the provision of the propitiation.

REMISSION- Paresis- A passing-over of a debt or sin, a suspension of judgment. Not that God was unaware of or indifferent to the sins. He refused to look at them, and deal with them, postponing the application of absolute justice to man's sin, until He could deal with it righteously in Grace. He restrained sin and its effects by using human consciences - the inner questionings that echo God's voice to Adam, Cain, etc asking "What have you done?" Also by human Government, Rom 13:1-6, Law, Gal 3:21-25, and Object lessons of Judgment such as the Flood, and the destruction of Sodom. Plus the constant round of sacrifices that required man to confess his sin, and his being under Judgment which could be avoided only by the death of another on his behalf. It "Covered," sin for the time, but could not permanently satisfy God's justice, or man's conscience, Heb 10:1-4.

SINS PAST- The sins BEFORE the Cross. The OT Saints were justified and sanctified – in business terms saved “on Credit” - on the basis of a price yet to be paid. Their sins  were forgiven on the basis of a provision yet to be made, which God knew would happen on the Cross. God arranged for the Sacrifice of animals as, in a sense, God’s IOU/promissory note, pledging that the debt would be settled in full, by His Son’s atoning death. FORBEARANCE- See 2:4. God’s forbearance ran from the Fall to the Cross, Acts 14:16-17; 17:24-31. His intervention in the Cross is the basis for the new demand that all men everywhere repent. Suspension of judgment does not equal forgiveness. If men ignore and despise God's forbearance, their doing so adds to their sin and guilt, 2:4-5.

3:26  TO DECLARE/Demonstrate- Endeixis- See 3:25. TIME- Kairos- A set or proper time, or season, with its own characteristic - eg harvest time. God's intervention in the Cross of Christ is THE hinge point, THE new factor that changes everything. It reverses the disaster of man's rebellion in Eden, and opens Glory before mankind, with awesome privileges, responsibilities, and outcomes. God no longer overlooks men's sins. The Cross vindicated His righteousness as it displayed His abhorrence of sin and His righteous Judgment on it, proving that His passing-over of sin in the past was not indifference, or treating it lightly. The Cross anticipated the result of the Last Judgement, and as God Himself bore the punishment of sin He is able to offer righteousness as a free gift to all who Believe. NOW, He deals with men's sins, and puts Believers right with Himself, and places them triumphantly beyond the Judgment Day. Equally He commands that all men everywhere repent, Acts 17:30-31. NOW Heaven and fellowship with God has been opened to sinners, in Christ, Heb 10:20, and for them Eternal life has already begun. But those refusing it place themselves beyond the Judgement Day, and have already condemned themselves to Hell, Jn 3:36. The PRESENT time includes both the CROSS, and the ongoing preaching of the Gospel.

HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:17 His Character, and of His actions. BE JUST- #1:17. Not merely to SHOW His righteousness, but to BE righteous, not merely to be seen as righteous. JUSTIFIER- #2:13, 3:4, 20, 24. Righteousifier if the word existed. That God might be righteous even in making sinners righteous. He Justifies righteously without compromising His own Righteousness. God couldn't forgive men's sins lightly or cheaply. Such indulgence would dishonour man's dignity of moral responsibility as well as God's. Sin is NOT a trivial thing - the height from which man fell, and the depth to which he fell are vast. God's bearing of the intolerable burden of sin Himself in the person of His Son shows the fullness of God's hatred of man's evil, and of His real and complete forgiveness. WHICH BELIEVE- Ek Pistis- #1:5. Literally "Out of Faith."

Works and  Privilege play no part in Salvation.

3:27  BOASTING?- Jews were naturally proud of their superiority over Gentiles. GOOD people world-wide are naturally proud of their national, family, or personal superiority over BAD people. Under the Gospel, is there a superior class of Christians who were admitted on terms that were to their credit? are there "First Class Carriages" as we travel to heaven, or "First Class citizens" when we get there? EXCLUDED- The tense indicates excluded once-and-for-all. No-one can ever feel proud or superior to any other person - Superiority is impossible when all we can ever have is a gift of God's Grace, 1 Cor 4:6-7. Certainly God offers rewards for effort, and is delighted to share His work with His servants here, and the eternal reward of it in the Glory, Mt 25:21, 23. But none can do more than they should, Lk 17:9-10, all is given of Grace, Mt 20:13-15, and all that is done that isn’t done in fellowship with God, and His loving purpose, is an expression of self-effort, and is worthless, 1 Cor 3:11-15; 13:1-3.

THE LAW/Principle of FAITH, not LAW/principle of WORKS is the basis of our righteousness and salvation, so therefore nothing that we do can contribute anything to our credit, anything towards our Salvation - our Righteousness. Quite on the contrary, everything that we do should be the outworking of our response to what we have received as a gift by Grace, Phil 2:12-13. The works of a Believer are the EFFECT of Salvation, never the CAUSE of it, Eph 2:8-10. Grace provides, and faith takes and uses, at every step from conversion to Glory. There's nothing for boasting, everything is for thankfulness, wonder, and worship because it all happens simply as we believe in and walk with the Saviour. The idea behind justification by works is that a person shows how good and virtuous he is, by what HE does. Faith is based on trust in and commitment to another – to Christ, and what CHRIST has done. Faith is humble and self-renouncing, "Works" is proud and self-exalting.

28-31 CONCLUDE/Maintain- Logizomai- #2:3. MAN JUSTIFIED- #2:13. BY FAITH- #1:5. WITHOUT DEEDS- #2:6. OF LAW- #2:12. The person is justified with no consideration being given to whether he had worked at obeying God. Cp 9:30-10:4.

GOD OF THE JEWS ONLY?- The Jews Knew that God was the only God - as their first article of Faith was "God is ONE," Deut 6:4. No Jew doubted that He was the God Gentiles must face, although most of them assumed that Gentiles were under God's Judgment. As the God of ALL Nations, it was appropriate that He should provide justification for ALL ON THE SAME BASIS. Christ died for the whole world of sinners, as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of THE WORLD, Jn 1:29.

SEEING/Since- The Greek word indicates a certainty on which the reasoning is built, not an uncertainty. JUSTIFY- #2:13. CIRCUMCISION BY FAITH- Ek- Out of. Pistis- #1:5. Their justification is an outcome/result of their believing the Gospel. 

UNCIRCUMCISION THROUGH The same FAITH- Dia- Through. Pistis- #1:5. Through their trusting Christ, or because they believe. Using such variations as BY and THROUGH is a normal way of making the message more interesting- See 4:11; 5:10, etc. Paul uses a good deal of repetition in order to leave no room for the narrow nationalistic and racial prejudices which might blind Jews or others.

DO WE THEN MAKE VOID/Nullify- #3:3. LAW?  Does proving that mankind can be justified by Faith alone, mean the Law is destroyed, emptied of value, or pushed aside as pointless? ESTABLISH/Uphold- By proclaiming the Gospel Paul places the Law on a firmer footing, making it valid, giving it its true value. The Law isn't worthless, or to be disregarded - but it is to be used Lawfully, 1 Tim 1:8. The Law was intended to show the impossibility of EARNED righteousness, and point instead to the need of Sacrifice. As the Law could not produce Righteousness in frail sinful man, until Christ and His Gospel came the Law’s position in God's purposes seemed in a sense insecure - it had no successful outcome. Cp Gal 3:10-14, 19-27.

The Gospel shows that Christ perfectly fulfilled the Law Himself and so showed that a man could do so. Then He perfectly bore the penalty for all the sins, all the Law-breaking of the world. By doing these things He established the Law by showing how it should be lived, and paid the debt in full of those condemned by the Law for failing to live as He had lived. The Gospel firmly establishes the Law in its preparatory role of making man realise his sin, forcefully bringing us to Christ, handing us over to Him, and relinquishing to Him its authority over us, Gal 3:23-25. The giving of the Law at Sinai is established as a successful intervention of God.

THE LAW- #2:12. Paul has shown logically that the OT laid the foundation on which the Gospel is built, but in no way offered a rival, alternative method of Justification – of our becoming and being righteous. The Gospel completed, crowned and established the OT in its rightful place in God's purposes. And the Gospel is consistent with the OT. In the next chapter, that this is true is demonstrated in the life of the outstanding OT person who might be imagined to be an exception to the "NONE righteous" verdict.

CHAPTER    FOUR

4:1-25. JUSTIFICATION HAS ALWAYS BEEN BY FAITH.

(Even ABRAHAM & David had NO RIGHTEOUSNESS to Boast about. Abraham was accepted by the Jews as being in himself righteous before God because of his obedient actions – so if any one had the right to boast he was the man. And if he had no reason to boast, it was obvious that no-one had. Gen 26:5 simply says that Abraham obeyed – believed and acted on - all the commands that God gave him, Gen 12:1; 13:17; 15:5-6; 17:9-11; 21:12; 22:2, etc. But the Rabbis expounded Gen 26:5, to mean that Abraham had kept all the Law. And as it  wasn’t given until more than 400 years later, Gal 3:17, God must have given him a special pre-view of it. 
 Some Rabbis claimed that the Righteousness earned by Abraham was a sufficient treasure to pay the debt to God of every sin of all his descendants. The Apocryphal book "Prayer of Manasses" states that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were just and had no need of repentance.)

4:1-2  ABRAHAM FATHER ACCORDING TO THE FLESH- This asks “What did Abraham find when he was living in the Flesh, experiencing human life, exercising his human powers?” It also asks “What did those physically descended from him inherit from him in the way of human nature and spiritual privilege, and gain from his experience?” The use of the word FLESH may be a reminder that both Abraham and his descendants share in normal fallen human nature. FOUND/Discovered- The Greek word can mean obtained as it does in Heb 9:12. Some MSS omit this. They read What are we to say about Abraham our racial ancestor?

IF ABRAHAM WERE JUSTIFIED- #2:13. BY WORKS- #2:6. If Abraham was Righteous, made right with God, by the things he did. TO GLORY/Boast about- #3:27. If his experience in the Flesh had been successful in establishing his righteousness he WOULD have had reason for self-glorification – he would have been in a position to boast before other men that he was in a different class from them.

BEFORE GOD- Rabbis taught Abraham had grounds for boasting before both man and God. Gen 15:6 records that Abraham BELIEVED and was justified - declared to be righteous before God. Years later he expressed that Justifying Faith in God visibly - for all who read the story in Gen 22 - and was justified before man by his works, Jas 2:21. Whatever men's view of Abraham's position may be, God makes it clear in Scripture that it was Abraham's Faith, not his works that brought him Justification.

4:3 SCRIPTURE Says- Lego- The message it conveys. In the Greek this is a direct continuation of the previous verse as "Because the Scripture says." BELIEVED GOD- #1:5. COUNTED/Credited- #2:3, 4:6. AS RIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:17 That is, His FAITH was counted/ credited/ accepted/ regarded as - Righteousness. Paul quotes Gen 15:6 from the LXX "Was counted," rather than the Hebrew text which has  "He counted him." Paul doesn't dwell on the word "Faith-Believed," which Jews tended to translate as Faithful in resisting temptation - a meritorious work in spite of his recorded lapses. Paul concentrates on the word "COUNTED-RECKONED."

   As Abraham’s Faith was RECKONED as Righteousness, it wasn't itself Righteousness, but something different which was accepted in its place. (As bank-notes became accepted in place of Gold or silver coins, and then later in our history cheques became accepted in the place of bank-notes.) The LXX translates the Hebrew word in the same way in Ps 106:31 The Faith displayed by Phinehas in his act of obedient loyalty was RECKONED to him as righteousness, and so recorded for all time. So Abraham's FAITH-Believing was in no sense itself RIGHTEOUSNESS, and Faith stands alone in the statement – there is no mention of any Works. So it was Faith alone that justified Abraham, not a matter of faithfulness earning blessing or righteousness for him and his descendants. God had called Abraham- apparently when he was an idolater, Josh 24:14-15, in GRACE. Abraham's reliance on God's Grace-given promises is the Faith that is counted as Righteousness. God's promises dealt with Abraham's FUTURE - what God would give him, not with his past, or anything that his conduct had earned.

4:4-5  TO HIM THAT WORKETH/When a man works- #2:10. REWARD/Wages- Misthos- Wages, reward earned. A man doesn't expect to plead, or feel indebted to charity when he collects the wages he has worked for. Work and wages, Faith and Grace are contrasting pairs. RECKONED/Credited- #4:6. NOT OF GRACE/Gift- #1:5. DEBT/Obligation- Opheilema- The word is used of legal debts, or of sin as a debt that demands expiation. This illustration from everyday life is clear. When a man who works for wages gets paid for that work, no-one thinks of that payment as a GIFT, or has the right to speak of it as a gift.

WORK- #2:10. BELIEVETH/Trusts- #1:16. What has been illustrated from everyday life is now applied to working to earn approval or reward from God. So it refers to the man who puts his Faith in God, rather than in his own efforts at working to earn God's favour. OR the man who simply trusts God rather than trusting what he does to earn God's favour. The merit lies not in the sinner's faith, but in the object of that faith.

HIM THAT/God JUSTIFIETH/Justifies- #2:13. Only God can say this guilty man is right with Himself, and make him to be that. UNGODLY/Wicked- Asebes- Ungodly, wicked, without reverence for God, a person acting contrary to God's will. 
 They don't come to God claiming to have done good works (or to have tried to do good works), but come confessing to be ungodly, undeserving, claiming what Grace offers freely, God be merciful to me the sinner, Lk 18:13. The attempts of a drowning man to save himself may well frustrate attempts to rescue him. The man who ceases from attempts at self-righteousness and trusts himself into the saving care of the Saviour in response to the Gospel, sets God free to credit the righteousness of Christ to his account. Abraham MUST have been ungodly in himself, or God as a righteous God would have justified him by his works - not insulted him by saying He would forgive him/justify him as an act of Grace. FAITH- #1:5. COUNTED- #2:3. RIGHTEOUSNESS- #1:17.

4:6  DAVID- Paul's SECOND witness from the OT is their great King David to whom God promised a permanent Kingdom, ruled over by Messiah his descendant. DESCRIBES/Says- #2:22, BLESSED THE MAN GOD IMPUTETH/Credits- #2:3. Here it has its full meaning as a book-keeping term for Righteousness being entered on one's account. Adam's sin was imputed to our account – we were all born sinners, and by nature continue to sin. On the Cross all the sin of Man was imputed to Christ's account. All His RIGHTEOUSNESS- See 1:17, is imputed to the account of the sinner who receives Christ. Paul asked Philemon to reckon Onesimus's debt to his account, and his credit balance with Philemon to Onesimus's account. So our sins are reckoned to Christ. His righteousness is reckoned to us.

WITHOUT/Apart from- See 3:28. WORKS- #2:6. From Gen 15:6 we were shown the BASIS on which a man is accepted. Now David witnesses to the blessing such a man enjoys. In spite of not having earned God's favour through WORKS David is happily confident in God's presence - having been made totally acceptable and righteous as a gift. The positive words here are supported by the negative words David wrote.

4:7-8  BLESSED THE MAN/Are they- Makarios- Supremely blessed, blessed, fortunate, happy. As in the beatitudes, Mt 5:1-12, which declare the nature of the highest good, as well as what characters are blessed. INIQUITIES/Transgressions- Anomia- Lawlessness, wickedness. A- Negative. Nomos- Law. Sin in general, specific lawless acts, the whole state of independence and the disobedient attitude towards God in which all are born by nature, and live. Even the BEST men are unable to conform to God's Law, and the worst men don’t even want to obey Him. The LXX uses Anomia to translate Pesha- Transgression, the most active Hebrew word for sin and rebellion =  it refers to deliberate and open violation of God's commandment.

FORGIVEN- Aphiemi- Sent Away. Many people today are crippled with feelings of guilt, and as they are often unwilling to admit that what they have done is wrong, they will not even repent and ask for forgiveness. The Gospel offers forgiveness - the sending away of sin. The OT unfold pictures of this: The Scapegoat had men's sin placed on it, and it was sent away into an uninhabited place, never to be seen again, like the sins of the people, Lev 16:15-26. God's love is as high as heaven and separates us from our sins as far as East is from West, Ps 103:11. God has cast our sins behind His back Isa 38:17. He treads them underfoot and casts them into the depths of the Sea. Micah 7:18-19. Faith accepts that thankfully, and stops scratching the itch of guilt.

WHOSE SINS- #3:9. ARE COVERED- Epikalupto- To conceal, forgive, cover up, or cover over. Epi- Over. Kalupto- To cover. This Greek word translates the Hebrew word Kasah- To be covered in respect of sin. These parallel expressions describe, of course, the one person, they are inseparable. It is GOD who forgives and covers in one action. They are BLOTTED OUT – the account is settled and removed from God's sight, not merely hidden from man. God does this for His Name's sake, and with a view to their returning to Him and being blessed, NOT as a reward that they have earned, Isa 43:25; 44:21-22.

BLESSED- See 4:7. THE MAN- Aner- Man or husband - perhaps because David's sin that was before his eyes at the time was a Man's sin, not one that a woman or child could have done. THE LORD- #1:7. WILL NOT/Never IMPUTE/Count against him- #4:6. The statement is emphatic in Greek – God will never under any circumstances reckon. SIN- #3:9. The essence of David's religion was not earning righteousness by good works, and his evil works - sins - being not entered to his account. Sin NOT IMPUTED, is the exact counterpart of Righteousness IMPUTED. They're two sides of the same coin. Abraham's case, and David's, were closely parallel, Abraham’s experience was the positive, and David’s experience was the negative, that make up the whole. Together they sum up Justification.

4:9-10  BLESSEDNESS ON Circumcised ONLY?- This question isn't raised in Ps 32:1-2, and David was a circumcised Jew. So Paul reverts to Gen 15. Abraham was justified when he was not circumcised. So Law contributed nothing to it. Paul spells this out carefully and at length. HOW/Under what circumstances WAS IT RECKONED/Credited?- See 4:6. Was Abraham UNCIRCUMCISED or CIRCUMCISED at the time referred to? The Rabbis read Ps 32 as referring to Jews only. But in Gen 15 Ishmael had not been born. He was 12 when Abraham was circumcised, Gen 17. So in terms of RELIGION he was still a Gentile when he was justified. Therefore other uncircumcised people - Gentiles - may also be justified by Faith.

4:11  HE RECEIVED THE SIGN- Semeion- A sign mark, that which distinguishes one thing from another, a distinctive feature. A SEAL- The seal stamped on anything was a symbol of ownership - it marked what was sealed as being genuine, and that it was securely the property of the person who stamped it with his seal. It was the sign of the Faith that was the basis of the covenant, and the seal on its reality. Abraham's circumcision confessed and proclaimed his Faith in God and His promises, and that he was accepted by God and belonged to Him, by Faith. Circumcision was the RESULT, the CONSEQUENCE of Abraham's Justification by Faith, not the CAUSE or REASON for it. His obedience to God’s command that he should be circumcised (Gen 17) was an outward SIGN of the state of his heart, and the outward SEAL - the visible authentication, ratification or guarantee of the inward covenant between him and God. His Circumcision as an adult symbolised his intention to live to please God, in response to God's Justification of him. And in some sense that makes the circumcision of Abraham an appropriate figure of the water baptism of an ADULT Believer. But the Baptism that brings us into the New covenant relationship with God, as His sons, and so is essential for salvation is that of 1 Cor 12:13. Christ alone can work that invisible miracle, Col 2:6-15. 

THE FATHER- The spiritual father, the one who set the pattern for the spiritual life they profess, have received, and live in. THOSE NOT CIRCUMCISED THAT BELIEVE- #1:16. RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED/Credited- See 4:6. ALL Gentiles who believe the Gospel promises follow the pattern pioneered byAbraham, and share the family likeness of Abraham, who was also an uncircumcised man when righteousness was imputed to him. He is their Father in the sense that their faith, and the blessing and joy of forgiveness and acceptance echo his. (The Rabbis said he was the Father of the Proselytes as he called himself a Ger- Stranger, Gen 23:4, so this wouldn't be an entirely new thought.)

4:12  FATHER OF JEWS- The Jews were linked with Abraham by descent and by circumcision. WHO ALSO WALK IN THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM- They're physically descended from Abraham, and like him, circumcised. But to follow him where he was going, and walk in step with him on the way, they must START WHERE HE STARTED BY BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH. The outward form was empty, and without the reality of life, Jn 8 33:40. Circumcision and Law-obedience to God had value for Jews, only as an expression of loving trust in the God who in Grace had made them righteous, and made them His own people.

4:13  PROMISE- Epangelia- A summons to court, or an undertaking to do or give something. God's promises are formally proclaimed and guaranteed - as promises made in a court were. Abraham's experience demonstrates that PROMISES operate on the BASIS OF GRACE, and Faith, and aren't merited by Law-obedience.  HEIR- Kleronomos- Kleros- A Lot. Nemomai- To possess. So an inheritor, the person to whom property passes when it's shared out to someone’s heirs. It's not earned wages. The word is used of something assigned by God but possession not yet gained. The Hebrew of Gen 22:17 means will possess, the LXX means will inherit.

not THROUGH LAW- this comes first in Greek - an emphatic position. The right to inherit wasn't earned by fulfilling the conditions formally set out in a legal contract. God's promise wasn't qualified with any "If you do this or do that." Law came much later, Gal 3:17. THROUGH THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH- #1:5. God gave promises, and Abraham believed them. The fulfilment of the promised future was assured on this basis, just as our present justification is. It was a matter of simply holding out the hand of Faith to receive what God offered.

4:14-16  IF LAW-KEEPERS, HEIRS- See 4:13. IF people qualify for the promise by doing what the Law says, OR their best attempts to do so. FAITH IS of no value- Kenoo- To make empty, pointless, falsify, be in vain, empty. Faith = Man's responding to God - His Word, His promises, and trusting HIM - trusting themselves to Him according to His promise. Such Faith would be emptied of all value. It would mean nothing, make no difference, be pointless. PROMISE Worthless- Katargeo- #3:3. If Law-keeping is required in order to qualify for the inheritance there's no point in anyone trusting God to keep His OT promises, or Gospel promises. His promises are worthless, as no-one can qualify. In any case payment as a reward for work done is not a PROMISE to be fulfilled, but a contract which can be legally enforced. If a man is to inherit because he's fulfilled the contract, Promise and Faith don't come into it.

LAW WORKS/Brings- Katergazomai- #1:27. WRATH- #1:18. The real effect of The Law, is to show man to be incurably sinful, and so under God's wrath. Law NEVER enables anyone to qualify by merit to inherit the blessing, but can only bring wrath upon anyone depending on it, because he'll fail to keep all of it, 8:3; Gal 3:21-27; Jas 2:8-13. (Note that “the Law” isn’t limited to the 10 commandments -  what James warns against breaking isn’t one of them.) The law makes no allowance for Grace. NO LAW.. NO TRANSGRESSION- See 2:23. It's only when a country passes laws restricting the speed cars may be driven at, and enforcement officers are appointed, that speeding drivers begin to appear in court. There's no intention that those who keep the Law are to be rewarded. In NZ history the attempt to prosecute Captain Stewart for his part in the Akaroa massacre failed because there was no Law here for him to break. (See 7:7-13 for fuller explanation.)

THEREFORE- Points forward, it means “In order that... it might be sure.” OF/by FAITH- #1:5. OF GRACE- #1:5. God's free gift. This statement is made emphatic in the Greek wording. What God promised, He did so as a free gift of grace alone. Therefore God's plan was made to rest upon Faith in order that the promise might be a matter of Grace alone - not complicated by any measure of reliance on law-keeping and how good one must be in order to make the promise effective. God made it depend on man trusting God and taking up the promise, so that it could not fail. THE PROMISE- See 4:13. BE SURE/Guaranteed- Bebaios- Stable, firm, steadfast, sure. God's OT PROMISES, SURE, and TO ALL, are key words. Being saved by grace means the quantity or quality of their good works is irrelevant. And there are no racial, religious, or other requirements. The blessings are open to ALL, Jn 3:16. Abraham is father to ALL nations. God always intended to honour faith wherever he found it. If it depended on Man's work, man’s work could never be adequate. And if God could lower his standards, it would still limit those to whom it was available. Faith/Grace alone is open to all, and guaranteeing that the promise will be fulfilled.

ALL OF THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM- What they all have in common is not the CONTENT of what Abraham believed, but the FACT of their believing what God promises. Those who trust God as Abraham trusted Him. God's Loving mercy/Grace reached out to Abraham with the offer of future Blessing. Abraham believed God and received by Faith Righteousness/Justification/Acceptance/Fellowship, and the promised blessing was assured. Under the Gospel individuals everywhere can join “Abraham’s family” by responding to the promises of Grace in the same way that he did. 

 It is Faith in a person, GOD, and that gives total security. Faith in THINGS is uncertain - faith in an inaccurate watch may mean missing a plane. The strength of our Faith may add to our feeling of security, but it does not add to the security itself - great faith in thin ice is a disaster. The validity of our Faith is determined by the nature of the object. The volume of Faith should be determined by our knowledge of the object of Faith, and that grows as we obey. The Christian life runs on Faith/Obedience - if anything goes wrong it's with one or the other. By Faith we walk, stand, live... This trusting obedience sets God free to work in our life, and gives victory, 1 Jn 5:4. Lack of Faith is the result of not knowing God well enough because of our failure to obey and walk with Him.

4:17  MADE- Tithemi- To put or place in a position, or a form of service. FATHER OF MANY NATIONS- He is our Father in the sight of God. The one whose life sets the pattern for us to imitate in order to grow up. This illustration of the creative power of faith once seemed rather irrelevant to me, and a little embarrassing. But stop and think, and you'll find that it's a rich encouragement directly relevant to every aspect of our daily life of Faith. Abraham as our spiritual Father shares with us an intimate matter, appropriate for sharing within a loving family circle.

BEFORE/in- Katenanti- Down over against = Directly opposite. God faced Abraham with the Promises. Abraham didn't ignore or turn away but faced God the Giver of the promises, and faced Him with the facts of the case, the physical realities. When God made this promise He made it to a man who was DEAD reproductively, married to a wife whose capacity to bear a child was NON-EXISTENT. These are the facts Abraham faced when called to believe God's promise.

We know the radiant joy of self-abandonment and triumphant Faith we can express in singing "All to Jesus I surrender," "Make me a servant" or "It's no longer I that Liveth.." when we're supported by a mass of friends enjoying a spiritually inspiring time of Christian Fellowship. We know too how differently it feels back at home and at work on Monday morning. These verses challenge us to Monday Morning Faith.

The enthusiasms of young Christians are inevitably rather shallow, because they are as yet untested. Old Christians may view those enthusiasms cynically, and it is a shameful sin for them to do that. The Lord LOVES youth for its idealism and enthusiasm, Mk 10:21, and lovingly allows the tests to come which will strip off the selfish show and make it real, or see it evaporate. Keeping in mind God's love and loving purpose, and Abraham's limping (eg Gen 12:10-20) but persistent faith, helps us to hold on in faith – help us to keep on believing that God will keep His promises, even when they are delayed, and our human failure has been oft repeated. Abraham's was a Monday morning Faith- the Faith of a husband who was fully aware that throughout their reproductive years they'd been unable to have a child. But along with failure, he'd come to know that God acted in Grace, so His Wisdom, Love, and Power, could never be frustrated by even the most persistent human weakness and failure. God is eternal, patient, and acts to fulfil His promises, at the RIGHT TIME for maximum benefit and blessing. Cp Gal 4:4.

GOD Gives life to THE DEAD- The God who calls men to trust Him is the God who gave existence and life to the universe. He's totally aware of the limited ability and desire of every individual human. It's those hopelessly dead in sin that God calls to life in the Gospel, Eph 1:1-10. It's those who know their hand is paralysed that are told to stretch it out, and those convinced that it's useless to do so who throw out the Gospel net, Mk 3:1-5; Lk 5:4-11. Remember this when you face spiritual deadness.

THOSE THINGS WHICH are NOT- In Creation God spoke to the LIGHT etc, before they existed, and that speaking called them into being. At this point ALL God had promised to Abraham, and ALL that unfolds in Scripture hinged on the descendants of childless Geriatrics! In Salvation likewise God speaks CREATIVELY in the Gospel as frail humans preach it and live it, and calls into being those who respond and are Born Again. We are CALLED children, called righteous, servants, friends, saints, and His calling makes us so. It isn't anything that exists in the saved one or that will exist if God gives him the chance. It simply isn't there, doesn't exist, until God's creative Call, 2 Cor 4:6. God makes possible the response of obedience when He calls, and being brought into being we find to our amazement, awe and joy that the impossible has become real.

We ARE forgiven, Children of God, able to begin to live in fellowship with God etc. Faith means reliance on His Creative Power. The inheriting son, the seed in whom all nations would be blessed, etc, did not exist when God spoke Creative promises about him. God's promise to Abraham exemplifies His creative power as after so many failures Abraham once more attempted to father a child by Sarah, and God over-ruled to enable her to conceive Isaac. God asks us to look at Nothingness, and trust Him to bring something out of it.

4:18  AGAINST HOPE Abraham BELIEVED IN HOPE- Abraham hoping against hope means that when he knew that humanly speaking there was no hope of their having a son, he believed God - on the basis of nothing but Faith. When human hope has to be abandoned, real hope in God becomes possible. Only those who despair of self, can really hope in Christ for Salvation. Not that he believed in his hope - he Believed in God and His promise, and that was the basis of his hope, and in due course Isaac was born. Abraham continued to believe God when all human grounds for hope were gone – there had been little grounds for hope when the promise was made 25 years earlier. He faced the HUMAN facts of the situation, but also the fact of Who and What GOD was. God had said it. He believed it. That settled it. In one sense that was wonderful faith. In another it was perfectly reasonable, as God and His word is the surest thing in the Universe, 1 Pet 1:23-25.

Abraham was called to believe in a promise. We are called to believe in an established fact. Abraham trusted God to bring life out of death, and something out of nothingness. His Faith was in the God of resurrection, the God who could bring life out of Death. He needed this more specifically later when he was called to offer Isaac, Heb 11:17-19. We need, similarly, Faith to continue witnessing when we realise that no human persuasion, or loving concern, can bring life to those we love who are spiritually dead. THY SEED BE- Christ, descended from Isaac, made this come true, Gal 3:16.

4:19-20  BEING NOT WEAK/Without weakening- Astheneo- A- Negative, Sthenos- Strength. So strengthless. IN his FAITH- This illustrates what is meant by FAITH/ BELIEVING/ TRUSTING God and His promises. His trust in God continued strong -even as the years passed, and the unlikely birth of a son became the obviously impossible. God had spoken. Abraham believed, and acted, not unaware of the probabilities and possibilities humanly speaking, but disregarding them and acting on God's promise. He did not weaken in his Faith when he considered all the facts he knew, because God and His word was the greatest of all facts. Some suggest that "Faith" requires us to ignore the unfavourable aspects of our situation. But doing THAT isn't FAITH – it’s merely wishful thinking. It’s hypocrisy that sets the scene for later disillusionment. Faith sees the problem clearly - Abraham saw his deadness as the very opportunity for God to demonstrate His supernatural power to bring life out of dead, bring something out of nothing. Cp Jn 9:1-3.

CONSIDERED- Katanoeo- To consider carefully, thoroughly. NOT- RT./KJV. Considered NOT would mean that Abraham chose to ignore the physical impossibilities, and direct his attention on God and His promises and act on that. faced the fact that- Nes/NIV omits the “not” and makes a positive statement that Abraham faced the facts of their physical incapacity, but chose to trust and obey God with unweakened Faith without attempting to deceive himself. The alternatives express the same truth. Abraham could not help being aware that only by a miracle could God keep His promise. 

BODY DEAD- reproductively. DEADNESS OF SARAH'S WOMB- She'd been barren even when young, and was certainly dead as far as reproduction was concerned now. Isaac was a demonstration of God's ability to bring something - Isaac, out of nothing - her total inability to bear a child. The state of their reproductive powers made the birth of Isaac as promised impossible - Faith in God/ His promise was the only basis of hope.

STAGGERED NOT- Diakrino- Usually means to separate right from wrong, and judge. Here it means to have two separate things in mind, and be distracted from whole-hearted commitment as in Jas 1:5-8. God can't give us what we want when we can't make up our mind what we want - what we will commit ourselves to, Jas 1:5-8. Abraham made up his mind and stuck to it. He didn't pick and choose which bits of God's promises he would believe and obey.

PROMISE OF GOD- See 4:13. Abraham's Faith wasn't a matter of believing that the impossible would happen because he desperately wanted it to happen. And that believing strongly enough would make it happen - that's mere wishful thinking. He believed because God had specifically promised, and he knew that God was fully aware of the problems involved.

UNBELIEF- #3:3. STRONG- It doesn't mean Abraham became a forceful character, or felt powerful. It simply means that having begun to trust God, his confidence in God grew so that in obedience to God he was able to play his part in co-operation with God. This is true of those justified by Faith. As step by step we walk with God we grow in faith, and find that when we're willing to obey we have the strength to obey.

Everyone lives by Faith in the sense that we trust clocks, cooks, traffic lights, etc. As Christians we should be more prepared to Believe God and His Word than to believe such things. Faith in a valid object grows naturally when exercised. Give glory to God by trusting Him. Don't try to learn to swim with one foot on the bottom of the pool!

 GIVING GLORY- God's glory is His intrinsic, eternal, perfection. Man was created to declare with his mouth and demonstrate with his life the glories of God’s being, but we have all fallen short of that, 3:23. TO GOD- Sarah's giving birth to Isaac glorified God by proving that He kept His promises. Abraham's obedience made this possible. We give Glory to God when we acknowledge His truthfulness and goodness by doing what He says. Calvin wrote "No greater honour can be given to God than by sealing His truth by our Faith." To Give Glory to God is to reckon Him to be what He is, and rely on His power and faithfulness.

4:21-22  FULLY PERSUADED- Plerophoreo- Pleros- Full. Phero- to Carry. So carried to full faith - confidence in God. This confidence glorified God, precisely what the unbelievers didn't do 1:21. Only Faith glorifies God - trusting works of Law dishonours Him. (This verse may also remind us that Faith carries us to fullness of blessing. What the Bible means by Faith sets God free to fulfil His promises in our liives.) ABLE- Dunatos- To have the power, ability. TO PERFORM/do- Poieo #1:9. Abraham acted in obedient Faith to God and His promises - Isaac wasn't born as an incidental result of normal marital relations.

THEREFORE IMPUTED- See 4:6. In Greek it's clear that it's ABRAHAM'S Faith that's being referred to, though it doesn't name him. UNTO HIM RIGHTEOUSNESS- #4:6. Imputed to him years before Isaac was born, by God who knew that the birth of Isaac ould not be a "Work of the Flesh – of the natural self," but result from Abraham's Faith – his trusting obedience. That is the complete submission to God and confidence in God which is the human reflection of a right/righteous relationship with Him.

4:23-24  NOT WRITTEN FOR HIS SAKE ALONE- Paul has directed our attention to Abraham because the principle of Justification by Faith and living by Faith applies to all Believers. God, in grace, intervened in human History by offering promises to Abraham that he received by Faith. From Abraham and from that Faith, God's earthly people the Jews descended, and their promised Messiah/Christ came. This set the pattern for ALL who are justified by Faith in Christ. Gen 15:6 was recorded so that it might live on in men's remembrance so that those who read it would know how to be Justified, and how to live in fellowship with God - "By Faith."

FOR US- All who down the ages come to Faith and acceptance, and for whom Judgment on sins is past. Gen 15:6, and Rom 5:1, 9, are in the PAST tense, as Believers are Justified here and now and on this basis are to live their present life, stepping out each day "in Faith." The historical context of our Faith is different - we look back on the finished work of the Cross. But it functions on the same principle - FAITH in a God who creatively declares righteous those who believe in Him.

IF WE BELIEVE ON- Pisteuo Epi- Those who Believe, are those to whom Righteousness is imputed. Their believing is what brings righteousness to them. HIM THAT RAISED UP JESUS- Our justification is the same as Abraham's because it is rooted in the free and gracious will of God- the same unchanging God - who counts faith as righteousness. The One who brings life out of Death. But for us it is demonstrated not in the unexpected birth of Isaac, but in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the Dead. The parallel is sharpened when we remember that Isaac's birth was essential for Christ's incarnation which fulfilled the promises.

4:25  DELIVERED- #1:24. God handed Christ over to people and they killed Him, Isa 53:4-5; Rom 8:32. FOR, used twice in this verse, refers to two aspects of the one mighty act by which God in Grace brought us into a right relationship with Himself. Christ was delivered up FOR/because of the sins we had committed, and raised up FOR/to provide the justification that was to be granted to us. The Atoning Death and the triumphant resurrection are the assurance that Justification has been provided for us. 

OUR OFFENCES/Sins- Paraptoma- A false step, blunder. Para- Aside. Pipto- To Fall. As if God's revealed will were the safe bridge across a foul swamp, and deliberately or through carelessness, one stepped off it and fell into the swamp alongside the bridge, and were no longer in a position or state to walk with Him.

RAISED FOR OUR JUSTIFICATION- Dikaiosis- Acquittal, justification, the act of pronouncing righteous. From Dikaioo- See 2:13; 3:4, 20, 24, etc. This reads like an already established summary of the Gospel based on Isa 52:13-53:12. In Isa 53:11 the LXX has Dikaioo- JUSTIFY many. Our Justification is an objective, historical, once-and-for-all fact based on two objective, historical, once-and-for-all events. The Atoning Death of Christ, Jn 1:29; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 10:1-14; 1 Pet 2:24. And Christ's Resurrection - His re-appearance, like that of the High Priest after sprinkling the atoning blood in the presence of God, Lev 16:11-17, demonstrated visibly that the atoning blood had been accepted by God, an assurance of our Justification on which we can rest secure.

Also, we're justified by Faith in Jesus as the RISEN living Lord. It's in union with the risen Christ we're justified, 8:1, and only a LIVING Christ can make this effective, 1 Cor 1:30. It's through the mediation of the LIVING Christ that we come to stand in the grace of justification 5:2. The death and resurrection of Christ are inseparable, as are the results of them, 3:24-25; 5:9-10; 8:33-34, etc.

Appendix I -  GOOD people who Criticise are just as BAD?

(a) Our ability to judge that other people are sinning, DOES prove we're of the same species – we’re sinners - and understand what's happening. A goldfish can't evaluate a canary's performance. The referee's intervention in a game with which we're totally unfamiliar is a mystery to us.

(b) Those who condemn the sinners described in 1:18-32 are unlikely to do ALL the evil they do - although proud, selfish people do criticise the pride and selfishness of others. But by criticising others we show we know enough about sin to be answerable to God for our own sins. A JUDGE who condemns Law-breakers must know the Law, so has no excuse when he breaks any law.

(c) The forms of sin practised by cultured people aren't so shameless, crude, violent, direct, and uncaring as those of the people that they condemn, but their capacity to judge others shows the desires are known to them. Their own sins are more discreet, and possibly by mutual consent, but those sins are still rebellion against God. (Gambling has been defined as "Robbery by mutual consent" - a civilised expression of the greed shown by a brigand!)

(d) The self-righteous attitude manifested by good people is idolatry of self, and assuming God's right to judge, by judging fellow men.

(e) The sins of the Heathen, and the depraved in our own community, spring from the same fallen nature they share with the civilised and cultured. Note our Lord's interpretation of the sins of Murder, and Adultery, Mt 5:21-30, and his comment to the woman's accusers, Jn 8:7.

(f) Religious and respectable people who delight in expressing horror at the latest scandals are showing a sinful pre-occupation with sin. Such pre-occupation indicates that such actions interest and appeal to them. Perhaps only their religious reputation holds them back from doing such things. (This is obvious with young school pupils – as I found when I was a teacher. It's true that Televangelists making a living by preaching against sin are not exempt from the sins they condemn in others.) Pre-occupation with the sins of others may be a defence against, or a cover for, our own sinfulness.

(g) These verses aren’t saying that as all are sinners there should be no evaluation or judging, OR that as one sin makes you a sinner you might as well sin recklessly. It's a warning to good-living people not to be too proud to stand with the down-and-out sinners, as they must, to accept Salvation as a gift. Proud Believers mustn't imagine they're righteous in themselves and less in need of grace, than those they criticise.

Appendix II  Good People seeking and receiving Eternal Life?

 Much fuss has been made about the POSITIVE element in these verses - persistent GOOD work being rewarded by ETERNAL LIFE, and those knowing nothing of Law instinctively BEING GOOD and possibly acceptable in God's sight. But everything stated here is a step in the logical process which leads to the verdict of 3:10 – that no-one's life is in itself righteous and acceptable in God's sight. This is the direct purpose for which these verses were written. However Scriptures may give some indirect light on areas on which we're given no direct, plain statements. So these verses give some light on the basis on which God judges people. Any such light must conform to, not weaken or distract attention from, the main thrust of the Scripture.

A. Liberal or sentimental Christians twist these verses (2 Pet 3:16) into the lie that somehow being vaguely good, kind, well-meaning, religiously sincere etc is all that God requires. They may talk glibly of "Saintly" Moslems, Hindus, etc. and the value of spiritual fellowship with them in learning about God. That missionaries evangelise those of other religions shocks them. Their idea that “sincere people are saved without obeying the Gospel” has no support in Scripture, here or elsewhere. The idea is as  foolish and unjustified as its opposite extreme - the theory that man is so totally depraved that whatever he does is equally unacceptable and abominable to God.

FACT 1. Everything here is part of the statement that all are rebel sinners able to gain RIGHTEOUSNESS only as a GIFT from God in Christ.

FACT 2. While all are by nature sinful, and mankind as a whole drift from bad to worse, against that background men like Noah, Gen 6:5-9, Job, (Job 1:8) stand out. God values all human life as being in a sense still In His image, Gen 9:6. As His delights are with the sons of men Prov 8:31, it seems that as Creator any measure in which His Creation functions as He intended it to do brings Him pleasure. But His love for, and interest in Creation equally means that every neglect, injustice, commercial or sexual exploitation, and cruelty against any fellow man, is offensive to God. He is especially concerned about the way the weak, the poor, women, and children, etc, are treated, Ex 22:22-24. To sin against them is treated as a sin against God personally, and in justice He must intervene in punishment, Ps 51:4.

FACT 3. By God's decree we live in a moral universe where we have some freedom to act as we choose, and must reap the consequences of those choices - The husband and wife who honour each other and are good marriage partners and parents reap a far more satisfying life here than the sexually promiscuous who treat their partners as things existing for their pleasure. Similarly with Masters and servants etc. Righteous living makes a nation strong, etc. But the sowing is in this world's things and the benefits are reaped here. Stewardship of Creation's gifts brings benefits only in the life derived from Creation. What men do with the offer of Redemption alone will decide Heaven or Hell for them.

B. Evangelical Christians, while confessing that the Heathen are "Lost" and need the Gospel, may be tempted to excuse their own timidity, laziness, and selfish use of time and money by warping these verses into a vague hope that the Heathen will somehow be "All Right."

FACT 1. Cornelius was a Gentile whose prayers and Good Works pleased God. In response God sent Peter to give him the added light needed for Salvation. God's being pleased with him was no excuse for Peter to stay at home and leave Cornelius to the grace of God. That occasionally Missionaries meet individuals who are already seeking God and who accept the Gospel at once, is an added reason for supporting evangelisation in prayer, in money, and in person.

FACT 2. Everybody who knows the Gospel IS responsible that others have the chance to accept Christ or refuse Him, 10:13-15; Ezek 33:1-9, Acts 1:9.

FACT 3. There's evidence that Salvation may be granted to those who know very little of the Gospel. A Believer told me that as a child, he read in a story book that a boy prayed Create in me a clean heart O God. He prayed that prayer, and was at peace although it was about 10 years before he met any Christians, or learnt any more of God and the Bible. I have read that a reference to Jesus in the Koran – related to His claiming to forgive sins, was the means of conversion to a Moslem Mullah – who was martyred for his faith. I believe that if Cornelius had been beyond the reach of a human missionary, God COULD, and MAY HAVE brought the Gospel to him in a vision, dream, etc. We cannot limit either the light that God can give to seeking souls anywhere, OR the extent that the Holy Spirit can use limited light - but that's the business of our Sovereign Lord. OUR business is set out in Mt 28:18-20, and Acts 1:9. Acts 4:12, 17:30-31, Rom 1:14-17, and those verses sum up all that we need to know.

C. Do the positive statements apply to CHRISTIAN Gentiles or the OT Saints?

FACT 1. This passage is talking about the unsaved, and good works.

FACT 2. It doesn't set out an alternative to Salvation by Grace and faith alone, but are a significant step towards the fact that there's no alternative to the Gospel. What Paul is arguing and proving is that the reality of what a man DOES in life - not his POSITION or PROFESSION - is what will count in the Judgement. And that none will achieve righteousness before God by their works. Only condemnation is found here, 2:12. Even the most earnest endeavour to obey God’s Law fails as is seen in Chapter 7, and 8:1-5; Gal 2:21; 3:10-15, 21-25; 5:2-6; Eph 2:4-10, etc.

FACT 3. Not until 8:4 is the righteousness of Law-approved behaviour achieved  It's in the life of those already justified by Faith whose sole concern is living in fellowship with their Lord.

It's possible that the GOOD of which he writes may be RELATIVE Good - what men would call GOOD and expect to be rewarded.

It may be HYPOTHETICAL GOOD – saying If "Good" exists this is how it would be - but it doesn't exist, except in theory. Theoretically it's possible for any human being anywhere to live up to the nature God has given him, and the circumstances with which God has surrounded him, Acts 17:24-28. Theoretically a Jew could keep the promise made in Ex 19:4-8. In either case, if they did so every moment of their life they could in some sense stand in their own righteousness before God. The positive side is sketched in, but no-one qualifies for anything but condemnation, 3:20.

Paul,  may here appear to accept the statements of the opposition at their face value, as in 1 Cor 8:1-6. Then leads the hearers on to see, and reject any false ideas involved.

We may get side-tracked by OUR interests and fail to follow his reasoning, but what Paul's saying he'd tested many times against Synagogue Rabbis, and Greek Debaters as in Athens. His conviction that on the truth and clarity of what he said the eternal destiny of his hearers might rest, sharpened his wits, and the wisdom of God the Holy Spirit guided him. And, in WRITING he would be undistracted by the considerable probability that he would get beaten up if he won the argument!
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Introduction 5-8    THE OUTCOMES OF JUSTIFICATION

CONDEMNATION was our natural state, 1:1-3:23. God, in Grace, intervened to provide Justification in Christ. This involves our giving up the alienation/ rebellion inherited from Adam, 5:12-21.

JUSTIFICATION- being totally forgiven, cleansed, reconciled, and made right with God through union with Christ crucified and risen - became ours when we received Him, and it, by Faith, 3:24-5:11.

SANCTIFICATION- Justification LIVED OUT by Faith under the Grace of God, using what Grace provides. The continuous process of living on earth in a right relationship with God is our responsibility - the Holy Spirit, not Law, providing everything we need, Ch. 6-8. The FLESH/Our nature (inherited from Adam) remains unchanged, and must be continually put to death. Just as Law-obedience couldn't MAKE us righteous it can't ENABLE US TO LIVE righteously God the Holy Spirit in us makes us SONS OF GOD and sets us free to live appropriately. Christ likeness is God's eternal irresistible purpose for us, but the pathway to it involves us making positive use of suffering in our present life. Led by the Spirit, we're to learn to live this Sonship - invisible as yet - in natures and bodies which function under the same conditions as our unsaved neighbours to whom we are to demonstrate God's Salvation. And, do so in a world which still rejects the Saviour.

GLORIFICATION- Justification made visible, eternally, is guaranteed as God has provided for every possible challenge - In God's sight it's already accomplished. We can have confident Joy in the face of every trial, and assurance that God's Love will always be with us.

5:1-11.  The PRESENT BENEFITS of JUSTIFICATION

5:1-2. PEACE- our new relationship with God. GRACE- our environment.

5:1 THEREFORE BEING/Since we have been- Now that we have been put right with God on the basis of Faith. Emphatic in Greek. JUSTIFIED- #Dikaioo- To be shown to be, declared, or made right or righteous. God is righteous in Himself. A man must be righteous - totally conforming to God's character - in order to be acceptable to Him, able to enjoy His Fellowship and blessings, Deu 5:29. When God gave His Law to Israel He assured them that if they at all times, in all ways, lived perfectly in accordance with all His Laws they would earn His approval as being righteous. Any who fell short of this standard would be under His curse/ condemnation, Lev 18:4-5; Deut 27:26. We have stood in God's Court, and known we were guilty. But then, heard that Christ's Righteousness is declared to be ours, and that He has taken all our guilt and rottenness on Himself.

FAITH- #Pistis- A firm conviction or persuasion based on hearing. From Peitho= To Persuade. This firm conviction comes from welcoming the Truth of God's Word, and the Saviour it proclaims, Rom 10:17, 2 Th 2:11-12; Jn 1:12, and results in a life lived in obedient fellowship with Him - we LIVE by Faith, 2 Cor 5:7; Gal 2:20. It's not just a matter of an opinion held in good faith, without necessary reference to its truth. Our faith rests on GOD/ His Word/ THE Faith, Jude 3.

WE HAVE/Let us have- Both are equally true and helpful. Peace is ours, in Christ as God's gift to all His children - Paul is emphasizing what God has done for us and the blessings we're to enjoy as a result. More Mss have LET US HAVE, which turns it into an exhortation - Let's take up what God has provided. Since we have it let's enjoy it.

PEACE- #Eirene- LXX for Shalom- Total well-being in everyday life as God's people, living in fellowship with Him, Num 6:24-26. As the reflection of a right relationship with God it summed up the blessing Messiah would bring, Isa 9:5-7; 52:7; 57:19. As the normal Jewish greeting, good wish, and farewell, it enfolded the whole of life in a wish for God's Peace. Once we're justified, our war against God is over. Our alienation and antagonism is ended - Older folk will remember what the end of World-war 2 with its bitterness and fear meant to them. Beyond that, the Peace Christ made for us on the Cross Col 1:20-22, which became ours at conversion, Justified/ put us into a right relationship with God - that of being His children, resting secure under His care.

This objective fact is reflected in the feelings of peace enjoyed by those no longer enemies/condemned, now taken up into peace with God. This enables us to be at peace within ourselves. Self-acceptance, and contentment with one's lot comes from knowing we're in the hands of a God of Love, wisdom, and power, Heb 13:5-6. That sets us free to LIVE at peace with those around us. Guilt-complexes are wrecking lives today - and the cure is NOT to abolish rules - Men can't be happy when they look back on what they've done or been. As Christians we look back, face the facts of our past sin, knowing that in Christ the guilt is gone.

THROUGH- Every blessing flowing from Justification comes through Him. OUR LORD- #Kurios- Originally an adjective- "Having Power Authority" is used as a Noun to mean Lord, Master, Sir. In LXX, and in Mt 3:3; 4:7, 10; Lk 4:18, etc it's used to translate YHVH/ Jehovah. It's used in the Gospels as a term of respect for important men, and of Jesus as one. From the time Thomas saw the Cross wounds in the living Christ, and recognised Him as "My Lord and my God," Jn 20:28, the NT doesn't use it of any human 'lord.' It's the NAME above every Name in Phil 2:9-11; Acts 2:36; 10:36. Confessing 'Jesus is LORD,' or, 'The Emperor is LORD,' became a battle ground with Roman Authority. Jesus is our LORD - He owns us/ lords it over us.

JESUS- OT Joshua/Jehoshua= Jehovah is Salvation/the Saviour - the personal name of the incarnate Son of God. James, Peter, John, and Jude, who'd known Him as Jesus, always add the titles Christ, or Lord, in their Epistles. Paul usually adds one of the titles, or both.

CHRIST- Christos- Anointed. Used in LXX for Hebrew Mashiach/ Messiah. The High Priest, Lev 4:3, 5, 16; Israel's Kings, 1 Sam 2:10, etc, Cyrus, Isa 45:1; and Prophets, Ps 105:15, were all in some sense God's ANOINTED. The promised Messiah fulfilled all three roles. Ho Christos= THE Anointed, is used of Christ alone. It stresses that Jesus is THE Christ - THE Servant of God to fulfil all God's purposes/ OT promises.

5:2 ACCESS- Prosagoge- Pros= To. Ago= To lead. Freedom to enter, often through the assistance or favour of another. Or, a worshipper's right to approach a holy place by virtue of a sacrifice. We now enjoy a position of favoured closeness with God, free access into His presence on the throne of Grace, at all times, as Eph 2:18; 3:12; Heb 4:14-16.

BY FAITH- #5:1. Our Faith links us with the Lord Jesus, and His grace. 

GRACE- #Charis- God's Love and Mercy to those who don't deserve it. He displayed it once and for all in the Cross of Calvary. If a Christian feels burdened with guilt, or fearful of the future, he'll find relief in listening to what God says in these chapters. Our PAST can't be excused or changed, but God's Grace covers it. Our FUTURE is guaranteed by that same Grace. This sets us free to concentrate on the PRESENT opportunities to live as God's Children, by that same Grace.

STAND- We entered into Grace once and for all at our conversion and found it to be a new relationship with God, a new sphere of life, God's perfect ongoing provision for us to live and grow continuously in fellowship with Him as long as we live here. If we fall, we fall into grace - whatever happens our environment is God's unmerited kindness. Understanding this spiritual position brings joy.

REJOICE- Kauchaomai- To exult or glory in, or boast - the opposite of being apologetic, ashamed, or regretful about something. Not brittle, boastful silly self-confidence - a mood of the moment that's an incidental by-product of positive body chemistry, or pleasing surrounding circumstances. But, triumphant, rejoicing confidence in Christ and His finished work. It has a solid rational basis - JUSTIFIED, PEACE, ACCESS - the confidence is rooted in GOD and the GRACE that guarantees it all.

HOPE- #Elpis- In NT Hope always implies the certainty of something to which one looks forward with pleasure, and which forms the basis of one's whole attitude, sense of values, and lifestyle. God Almighty to whom everything is known has freely given us eternal life by Grace. He MUST know what He is doing. He cannot fail to complete what He has promised, 1 Th 5:23-24. Our survival as God's children depends not on our uncertain efforts, but on God's all-sufficient Grace that will certainly take us to Glory. Knowing we're safe in our Shepherd's hands, Jn 10:28-29, and that an inevitable glory lies ahead, frees us to concentrate on pleasing our Lord.

GLORY- #Doxa- Glory, honour, worship, praise. From Dokeo= To Seem, so VISIBLE Glory. LXX uses for Kabod - Weighty, glorious, glory. The GLORY of God is the revelation of what God is in His character, and being. That He is Glorious in wisdom, power, truth, and love guarantees that He will keep His promises. When His glory is revealed to us, we will see Him as He is and be conformed to the image of Christ - His Glory will be revealed in us and through us, 1 Jn 3:1-3. Without something of that likeness, fellowship with God is impossible. When we turn to Christ the Holy Spirit makes it possible, 2 Cor 3:16-18. What He in Grace accomplishes in us now, hindered and obscured by our fallen natures and bodies, will then be seen in its fullness, adding to and displaying the Glory of His Grace eternally, to our Joy, and to His. Knowing this lifts our minds and lives above pre-occupation with the present world, and moves us to adopt God's goals as our own, Phil 3:18-21. Justification, present Peace and future Glory sum up the total Salvation experience - the triumph of God's Grace, Col 3:4.

5:3-5 CONFIDENT JOY in the PRESSURES of life

(Many Christians have unrealistic expectations of the kind of life which will follow Conversion. As a result they become disillusioned, disgruntled, and discouraged into inactivity. Preachers may act like dishonest salesmen suggesting that as a child of God life will be free from suffering and sickness filled with all we like to ask for. Such a life wouldn't challenge us to maturity. The Lord and His Apostles make blunt honest statements, Lk 9:20-26; 14:25-33; Jn 15:18-27; 16:33; Acts 14:21-22; 1 Th 3:2-5; 1 Pet 1:3-9, etc. Joy is a work of the Spirit. Briscoe whimsically suggests many Evangelical Christians are like old beds, firm at both ends - confident in Past Justification/ Future Glory, but saggy in the middle, whining & worrying about Present problems/ pressures.)

5:3 WE GLORY/Rejoice- Kauchaomai- See 5:2. IN TRIBULATION/Our sufferings-Thlipsis- Pressure, Things that get us down. Paul was a realist, concerned with the realities of the present. The HOPE wasn't escapist day-dreaming to make the present life endurable. It gave value to all present trials and sufferings. Resentful pity for self or other suffering Christians is brushed aside with an enthusiastic "HEY Look what God in Love has given us! Let's plunge through it, it will make a positive contribution to our confident joy!" The negative restrictions of self-denial are swallowed up in the liberating joy of Delighting, as in Ps 37. The inevitable trials and sufferings of life as loyal followers of the Lord, are to be grasped gladly as being essentially positive things - Painful now, but profitable also, and eternally so, when the pain has passed. Tribulation robs us of comfort and self-confidence so that we learn to trust God only, and give glory to Him. It gives opportunities for Faith in/ fellowship with, Christ as He shows His power and Grace. This equips us to help others 2 Cor 1:3-6; 12:9-10; 1 Pet 1:3-9; 4:12-19. It tests/ proves the reality of our Faith, Jas 1:2-8. Joy amidst suffering is normal in Christ, who for the joy set before Him endured.. despising... Heb 12:1-13.

KNOWING- #Oida- To see, understand, grasp with our minds. As we grasp the truth of our position in Christ, under grace we are set free to put it into practice, "By Faith." As with understanding that water will support a human body, some gladly jump into Christian living, trust themselves to the Lord, and find themselves swimming. Tribulation pushes us ALL in, and all prove that He will hold us up under pressure. It's shallow Christianity to pray only for absence of, or relief from pressure. Maturity is possible only by abiding in Christ under pressure.

TRIBULATION WORKETH/Produces- Katergazomai- To work out/ fully. Kata= Intensive. Ergazomai to work. Cause and effect operate. The tougher the work-out session the more spiritual muscle is built up. PATIENCE/Perseverance- #Hupomone- Hupo= Under. Meno= To abide. Endurance, the ability to "Hang in there." This active endurance and constancy, can be produced only through trial, Rom 2:7; 2 Th 1:3-4.

5:4 EXPERIENCE/Character- Dokime- The process of proving, the state of having been proved, approved. God, to whom we are precious, permits/ controls the trials by which we are proved/ become the kind of people that He can view with pride and pleasure, Job 1:8. And by which we prove God and the value of what He has blessed us with, Rom 12:2. By detaching us from comfortable spiritual sleep, it makes the glory ahead more real and desirable, and the fellowship with Christ it has forced us to develop now, will blossom in Glory then.

HOPE- #5:2. The Confidence in the Lord produced by Justification, Peace, and available Grace, enables us to face trials and pass through them with our eyes on Christ, Heb 12:1-3. This strengthens our confidence in Him further, enabling us to face further trials - an ascending spiral of events that ends in the triumph of Glory. Perseverance through trials producing character growth and confidence is a normal life process that has many casualties. In Christ it's assured of success - He will see it through to completion, Phil 1:6. Nobodies who have lived abiding in Christ will shine in glory. Tested character is the purified metal that remains when affliction has purged the dross, 1 Pet 1:6-7.

5:5 NOT ASHAMED/Does not disappoint us- As in 1:16. Often in life false hope/ optimism leads us to make fools of ourselves. In the measure that our confidence is a response of Faith/obedience to God's Grace and truth, Jn 1:17, disappointment is impossible, Ps 23:5; 25:3, 20. The trials themselves sift out the real faith in God and His Word, from the mere self-confidence and wishful thinking, Mt 13:20-21. Each trial is the chance to experience something of the Lord's presence and help, and to grow in trusting Him and experience His unfailing faithfulness. We know His Love permits the trial, and will use it for His loving purposes. No trial can cut us off from His Love 8:38-39.

LOVE- #Agape- Love, affection or benevolence. God's attitude towards His Son, mankind, Jn 3:16, and particularly those who believe on the Lord Jesus, Jn 14:21, and the attitude which should determine the relationships between such believers, and theirs towards the world.

THE LOVE OF GOD- God's own Love FOR us, the essential basis of our Salvation including His saying "I love you so much I want you to be grown up, not a spiritual baby, so these Trials of life are spiritual disciplines to draw you into fellowship with Me." The Gift of the Holy Spirit is the assurance of our loving acceptance into God's family, our triumphant entry into future Glory, and the reality and adequacy of Grace for the present life - as set out in Chapter 8. Our responsive Love towards God, and one another, is also poured into us, and through us, by the Holy Spirit, but the security we enjoy, and the success we live out, don't rest on our love for God, but on God's love for us.

IS SHED ABROAD/Poured out- In unstinting lavishness as in Mal 3:10. IN/into OUR HEARTS- As a vital inner organ the heart naturally came to stand for the whole inner self. God the Holy Spirit pours the Love of God into us at our core, so that we ourselves can respond in sincere love to God, to one another, and to our fellow men.

BY THE HOLY- Hagios- Of God, set apart from all frailty, folly, or sin. SPIRIT- #Pneuma- From Pneo= To breathe, or blow. LXX Ruach. Air in motion- The Wind, Mt 7:25; Breath, Gen 2:7; Acts 17:25; The living human spirit, Lk 1:47; Mt 26:41; or departed, Lk 24:37; Heb 12:23; Angels, Heb 1:14; Demons, Mt 8:16; OFTEN, as here, God the Holy Spirit, Mt 3:16 etc. Used too of the 'spirit' of the age, pride, humility, etc.

GIVEN- Didomi- To give freely. Used in many senses including God putting His laws into our hearts/minds, Heb 10:16. God's love for us - and our responsive love - isn't a vague sense that "Someone up there" cares about us. What we experience in joy/ suffering, and the result in us character/ hope, are real because they're God's LOVE at work in our lives by His indwelling Holy Spirit. "Given" is past tense - at Pentecost, an element in Salvation like the Cross and Resurrection. And received at conversion when we're baptised into the Body of Christ and begin to fellowship there with the Lord and each other, 1 Cor 12:13.

5:6-8 The PROOF/REALITY of God's Love.

5:6 WITHOUT STRENGTH/Still powerless- Asthenes- Strengthless. A= Negative. Sthenos= Strength. Man lost the power (strength) to be what God intended him to be. Enslaved by sin we were powerless to save or improve ourselves and unable to please God or improve our relationship with Him. God didn't wait until we were helping ourselves - He acted when we were helpless. God lifted us from the pit. Let's wonder, worship, rejoice, Ps 40.

DUE TIME/the right time- Kairos- A set or proper time, or season, with its own characteristic- eg harvest time. Our weakness is not a hindrance to God's purposes. At no time would we be able to contribute to our Salvation. 

The Lord's atoning death was not merely an act of compassion. It was a long planned, perfectly timed intervention by God. God acted at what He decreed to be the RIGHT, and effective time.

CHRIST DIED- Used of physical/natural death, or the separation of man from God. To perish. As life means more than existence, so death (for mankind) never means non-existence. His death for the ungodly is referred to in Rom 3:25; 4:25; 6:10; 8:32; 14:15, and elsewhere.

FOR- For the sake of/even for those totally, UNGODLY- Wicked, without reverence for God, acting contrary to God's will. We weren't merely weak, we were positively ungodly, rebels, utterly unworthy, and alien to Him, and opposed to Him. When there was nothing about us that could qualify us for Eternal Life, God acted on our behalf. The nature of God is the source of the redemptive action - His Love, active, urgent, and efficient.

5:7 SCARCELY/Very rarely- Molis, from Molos= Toil. It's a difficult thing for someone to die even for a RIGHTEOUS MAN- Dikaios- Righteous, just. Such a man has the right to expect fair treatment, but no more- not that someone die for him. 

PERADVENTURE/Possibly- Tacha- Quickly, possibly. As an instinctive reaction a man might risk his life for another man, and in fact lose it.

GOOD MAN- Agathos- Good in character and beneficial in effect. Someone who will go beyond legal requirements to show kindness and mercy, like Barnabas, Acts 11:24. Such kind, friendly, loving, lovable, and beneficial qualities are more endearing than righteousness. Someone deeply conscious of their debt to such a person might DARE to risk their life to save them from death, or even face certain death for them. That Christ died for those who were sinning against Him is unique.

5:8 COMMENDETH/Demonstrates- Sunistano- To place together, introduce a person, present as worthy, show clearly. Sun= with. Histemi= To stand. Present tense in Greek - The Cross is a past event, but the love it demonstrates is a present fact. It brings out, and brings home to us His love. The sentence construction in Greek is emphatic too.

HIS LOVE- #5:5. TO US- God's distinctive love. WHILE WE WERE Still SINNERS- Hamartolos- One who misses the mark. The general term used to describe the fallen/ rebellious condition of men. The measure in which a man falls short of Christ-likeness is the measure of his sin, Rom 3:23. The Bible shows Man has lost what he was given, cannot be what he should be, and is getting worse - the opposite of what Humanism teaches. God's Salvation deals with the disease - the sinful nature -not just with the sin-symptoms, and effects. People need to realise that God must deal with what they ARE, not just forgive what they've done, leaving them to carry on as before. We need to make it clear that they're going to hell not just because of what they've done, but because of what they are, and insist on being, Jn 3:19.

CHRIST DIED FOR US- This shows both the EXTENT of His Love and the means by which He shows His love to us. The only thing that qualified us to receive Salvation was God's unselfish, supernatural LOVE.

FOR US- We daren't speak of Sin and Salvation in any angry or proud way. Only the grace of God saved the Preacher, and he stands alongside the worst sinner in offering Salvation to him. We all need to be saved from what we've done, where we're going, and what we've been, and are.

5:9-11 JUSTIFICATION is the basis for CONFIDENCE in the FUTURE.

(God has dealt with the GREAT problem of our sin/ enmity/ alienation from Himself, and did so without any help from us. The smaller challenge remains, that of finishing the work by bringing us triumphantly to Glory as He had planned to do all along, 8:29; Eph 1:3-8. Our continued weakness/ wilfulness is a lesser problem than our total enmity which He dealt with by DYING. He now LIVES to finish His work, Phil 1:6.)

5:9 BEING JUSTIFIED- #5:1. BY (means of, at the cost of) HIS BLOOD- Lev 17:11; Mt 26:28; 1 Cor 11:25; Heb 9:11 - 10:19, 29; 13:12, 20; 1 Pet 1:2, 19; 1 Jn 1:7; 5:6, etc. The Jewish sacrificial system emphasizes two aspects (1) The life of the Sacrifice given up in death/ the blood shed for sins, in the place of the sinner who deserved to die. (2) By that death the sins of the offerer were forgiven and he was set free to walk with God, until further sinning required further sacrifice. But, when Christ shed His life's blood as an atoning Sacrifice on the Cross it was once and for all time, and He ROSE from the Grave in the power of an endless life so that in union with the Living Christ, we should be set free to walk with God for ever, vs 10, Heb 9:26-10:14.

The FACT of Christ dying for the ungodly has been dealt with. Now the EFFECT - Justification, reconciliation, salvation is the subject.

SAVED- #Sozo- To save, deliver, protect, preserve, make whole. Related to Soteria= Salvation. Both are used of material and temporal deliverance from danger, suffering etc., but particularly for our being saved from spiritual and eternal disaster, into spiritual and eternal blessing. Salvation is for the Believer now, and in its fullness at Christ's coming. For Israel finally in the coming Kingdom.

WRATH- Orge- Not just an angry outburst- Thumos, but a settled attitude of mind. God's WRATH doesn't refer simply to His FEELINGS of anger, but to His ACTION in judging and punishing men for their sins. Because God is Righteous He must always act righteously. When Righteousness is faced with evil, Wrath is the result. It's the inevitable effect of His infinitely/ eternally Holy character coming into contact with sin. To avoid wrath men must let their sin be dealt with BEFORE they face God. God's righteous actions include Salvation AND Wrath, Ex 19:20-22; Num 16, Deut Chapters 27-32; Jer 50:13. See on Chapter 1. We are saved OUT of Wrath already, and FROM the future Day of Wrath.

THROUGH HIM- That Christ bore the totality of God's wrath against sin is the guarantee that He has provided the totality of that Salvation.

5:10 ENEMIES- We were angry with God, hated Him, would have nothing to do with Him, because we clutched our sins to ourselves in defiant preference to our being His, Jn 3:19; Eph 2:1-10; Titus 3:3-7. God is Almighty - how foolish to fight Him. God is Love, the unwavering source of all good, James 1:17, and acts only for men's good - How foolish to persist in rebellion. The state of the world proves that. Even though God's demands are for our good, in our WEAKNESS we cannot live up to them, and in our ENMITY we are unwilling to try.

RECONCILED- Katallasso- To change/exchange money, or persons to change from enemy to friend, be reconciled. (NOT Dialasso= Mutual concession after mutual hostility.) The ACTIVE voice is used of God, passive of man. We were hostile in our minds towards God and under His condemnation/hostility to our sin, and contributed nothing to the reconciliation. The enmity was all on our side, but God in the Cross provided the means whereby His wrath against sin was exhausted on Christ, who was made sin, bore its curse, and took away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29. God was set free to woo and win us to Himself. We, when reconciled, proclaim reconciliation to others, 2 Cor 5:10-20.

God's enmity to our sin was dealt with once and for all on the Cross - PAST tense. Our alienation/enmity remains until conversion. PEACE with God 5:1 springs from this reconciliation. The one event has two outcomes: Justification - We had offended/ were offensive to God and now the offence is removed. Reconciliation - We enemies, rebels, are brought into a loving personal relationship with God, now and forever.

BY THE DEATH OF HIS SON- It removed the barrier of God's wrath, without God in any way condoning sin. DEATH of Son/ His blood are used as parallel equivalents. From this point of view it is the Father who loves us 5:5, to whom we are reconciled.

MUCH MORE BEING/Having been RECONCILED WE SHALL BE SAVED- #5:9. From this point on - as already Justified and Reconciled - no future Wrath.

BY/through HIS LIFE- His triumphant resurrection life, in which He exercises the victory He won for us, and applies Grace to meet our every need. His resurrection DEMONSTRATED that He'd defeated Satan, dealt with Sin, and provided Salvation, Col 2:13-15. He lives enthroned at God's right hand to order our circumstances, and to intercede for us. He lives His resurrection life in us, and having by Death defeated all opposition, lives beyond its power - taking us with Him, Col 1:27; 3:3. We experience this by fellowship with Him in Cross, Tomb, and Resurrection, Phil 3:7-14. His DEATH dealt with/ ended the old state of enmity/ Sin. The resurrection provided for the NEW life of Salvation/ fellowship. His Death and resurrection are an inseparable whole, two sides of the one coin, God's redemptive action in Christ.

Reconciliation reached out to us when our attitude was enmity, and resentment that God should disturb our pleasure in independence/ rebellion. As God's children we're still weak and wilful, so that perseverance in the Christian Life is beyond our own efforts, yet our triumph in Christ is certain as we're indwelt by the Triumphant Christ, and dealt with solely in Grace. Our experience of it is limited, but increasing. In the future with the redemption of our bodies it will be complete.

5:11 WE JOY/Rejoice- See 5:2. IN GOD- What God is and has done causes us to rejoice. It's not a mere rational conclusion that we now have eternal life, but a personal triumphant joy in God who so loves us.

THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST- Not merely His gifts. He Himself has become the Source and Substance of our JOY. Not merely that we have ceased from enmity/ evasive fear of God, but positively we rejoice in exuberant awe/ wonder in our wonderful triumphant Saviour and Lord.

RECEIVED THE ATONEMENT/Reconciliation- Katallage- A reconciliation that is effected by one party in a conflict, as in 2 Cor 5:18-19, See Katallasso vs 10. God has removed all cause of disharmony between Himself and man. We begin to enjoy that harmony when we abandon our enmity.

5:12-21. ADAM and CHRIST - THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH MANKIND.

(See Appendix I)

5:12-19. ADAM and CHRIST- The SOURCES of our Past and Present State.

5:12 WHEREFORE/Therefore- Why we needed to be Justified/Reconciled - and why we need to triumph over Tribulation in Christ - as set out in 1-11. BY/through ONE MAN SIN- Hamartia- 'Missing the mark,' is used throughout this passage. It refers to sin as the Principle or source of action in human nature that produces sinful acts. The root of sin in man that Christ as the Lamb of God came to take away, Jn 1:29. Man isn't a programmed robot. He was made in the image of God, with the capacity to love and obey God and co-operate in growth towards God-likeness. Or not. Adam's choice determined the nature, and world setting, which he would pass on to his descendants. Most people accept that SINS exist, and may welcome the idea of being rid of some of their nastier ones, but only those who acknowledge the reality of SIN can be willing to accept the radical surgery involved in such a Salvation. The Gospel offers nothing less. Only sinners can be saved.

THE WORLD- Kosmos- Order, beauty. So the Ordered World of nature, and the Socially organised world system of civilisation. DEATH BY SIN- The historical event of Adam's sin is the reason for the current state of the world in regard to sin and death. DEATH.. ALL MEN- Anthropos- Mankind. All mankind die physically. A state of Spiritual death in relation to God is obvious too, Eph 2:1-10.

ALL HAVE SINNED- Aorist tense indicating an action at a specific point that had continuing effect. All have sinned IN Adam? BECAUSE of Adam? Collectively WITH Adam? All men sin IN IMITATION of Adam? BECAUSE his sin had corrupted their nature? - are all grammatically possible meanings. It's saying Adam's sin was a pivotal action with consequences to all his descendants. All are 'Born Dead,' spiritually, and they show it by the fact that their nature is instinctively biased towards sin. Equally, every human being has at times chosen to sin. In a sense each man dies for his own sin, Rom 3:10-23; Ezek Ch. 18. In a sense we sin and die because Adam sinned - as here. He opened the door to Sin and Death and they became the universal experience of mankind, 3:23.

5:13-14 UNTIL/Before THE LAW SIN WAS IN WORLD- Men sinned/disobeyed God. IMPUTED/Taken into account- Ellogeo- A commercial term= Put in the Ledger. They weren't innocent victims of Adam's sin - they were to blame for what they chose to be and do, 2:1-16. But their sin wasn't registered as deliberate defiance of God. A man is in debt, and knows it without an account being presented. Their sin was not an indictable CRIME.

DEATH REIGNED- All men were subject to Death, as sinners. TRANSGRESSION/Breaking a Command- Parabasis- A going aside, overstepping. SIN- an inward attitude of rebellion against God because men want to please themselves - becomes TRANSGRESSION when God draws a line and says 'Don't' as He did to Adam, and in defiance they step over it. Adam did so in a state of rationality unwarped by sin, from a position of innocence and fellowship with God. (Cp. Christ facing temptation.)

THE FIGURE/Pattern OF HIM/the One TO COME- The word suggests the coming was purposeful, a necessity. ADAM/one action, contrasted with Christ/One action, and the vast, lasting effect of what Adam was and did foreshadowing something of the effect of what Christ would be and do in rectifying it. 

5:15 BUT NOT- KJV and Greek are clumsy - It simply means that the actions and effects have similarities and contrasts. Adam stepped aside from God/ God's will and broke the relationship. Christ as man deliberately lived in fellowship with God, and stepped into the sacrificial role of Grace that made a relationship with God open to mankind. OFFENCE/Trespass- Paraptoma- Not merely Hamartia= sin in general, but a positive act of disobedience that breaks fellowship with God.

FREE GIFT- Charisma- A gift involving Charis- Grace on the part of God the Giver. The GIFT/ Charisma of God is Eternal Life.. Rom 6:23. THROUGH THE OFFENCE- Paraptoma- OF ONE MANY DIED- That anyone's actions may have consequences for their descendants is obvious.

MUCH MORE BY THE GRACE OF GOD- Charisma here, matched against Paroptma - both implying an effect, or result - The sin is the effect/ result, of disobedience, The Gift is the effect/ result of God's Grace. GIFT OF GRACE- #5:1. BY ONE MAN JESUS CHRIST ABOUNDED/Overflow- Greater in every way because infinite. Sin is finite.

UNTO the MANY- As in 3:23-24. In grace, Christ, as the Lamb of God, bore the sin of the world. That does not make it effective for those who refuse all He can do for them. It's God's Sovereign will that man be free to choose - so their will may over-rule His as in Mt 23:37-38; Heb 10:26-31. Adam's act of sin/disobedience, is contrasted with Christ's act of Grace/ Obedience - the same grammatical form is used. DEATH dominates the many sinners. GRACE triumphs for the many saved - Potentially ALL. Death also affects less than all - Enoch, Elijah, and the living Believers at Christ's Coming evade it. A comparison and contrast is given, ONE man compared with ONE man, their actions and the effects are contrasted.

5:16 NOT AS.. THE GIFT- Both the way in which God gives to men and the way in which the effect of sin, and of the effect of gift spread out, are different. It's much easier for an infection to spread, than it is to spread its cure. Vaccination etc. has to be given individually. One sin brings judgment and condemnation upon all. But, after so many sins Grace offers as a free gift Justification that covers any possible number of sins.

JUDGMENT- We've seen that Death - forfeiture of life on earth - results from sin. Beyond that the sinner faces God's righteous judgment. OF ONE- One MAN? One ACTION? Both! The ONE sin of the ONE man brought all humanity under condemnation. (All the common wasps in NZ could be descended from ONE fertilised queen wasp arriving here in packing.) CONDEMNATION- Katakrima-  (Intensified form of Krima.) The sentence pronounced, the condemnation, with the suggestion of punishment following.

FREE GIFT- Charisma- (5:15.) The expression of Grace - Charis. One offence did all the damage. The one gift dealt with ALL the many damages. JUSTIFICATION- Dikaioma- The state of those justified. Judgment and Grace both proceed from ONE person to the many. The one sin that branches out into all sin is reversed by the One act of Grace that gathers up all those sins upon the one person and offers righteousness to all.

5:17. ONE MAN'S OFFENCE- See 5:15. DEATH REIGNED BY/Through that ONE- See 5:14. Began to rule. Aorist - action at a point with continuing effect.

RECEIVE ABUNDANCE/Abundant provision GRACE AND GIFT- See 5:15. OF RIGHTEOUSNESS- Dikaiosune- The character and quality of being right or just – it used to be spelled Rightwiseness. What those JUSTIFIED- Dikaioo #5:1 receive. Righteousness describes God's character, the method by which He Justifies sinners - His righteous provision of Salvation in Christ, and the perfect standing which God provides for those who believe on His Son.

SHALL REIGN- See 5:14. IN LIFE- Death reigns over all sinners as a cruel tyrant. As in Bunyan's picture of the man with the muck-rake, God offers men a crown of Gold/ to reign as Kings if only they will lift their eyes and desires to it. KING BELIEVER is an exciting concept. Having been brought into a right relationship with God they begin to learn to LIVE righteously - eternal life - in fellowship with God, Jn 17:3. We have Eternal Life, Jn 10:28 - not power as kings over others - but spiritual strength to exercise initiative, and take responsibility under Christ - live with the freedom of a King. In this rebel world, in rebellious bodies and natures, this is limited. It will be manifested fully in Glory.

BY/Through the ONE man- Natural life is lived by breathing, eating and drinking. Spiritual life is lived by breathing in fellowship with the Spirit of God, eating the bread of life, drinking/ appropriating – taking and applying to ourselves - the cleansing blood, Jn 6:35-68. Let's ABOUND in living in the Word of God, prayer, obedient walk, by/ in fellowship with JESUS CHRIST.

5:18 THEREFORE/Consequently- 18-19 sum up the thinking of 12-17. JUDGMENT/Condemnation UPON ALL MEN- Anthropos Katakrima- See 5:16. ALL who choose to live in Adam, until death makes that choice final.

EVEN SO BY THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ONE/One act of righteousness-Dikaioma- See 5:16. The Lord's righteous life was an essential preliminary that qualified Him to be the acceptable sacrifice for sins. But the act of righteousness referred to is His Substitutionary, atoning death that made justification and life available to every individual Believer.

ALL MEN- Anthropos- Mankind. The 'Many' of vs 15, are the 'All' here. ALL on Adam's side choose to continue to live as independent self-reliant beings cut off from God and warring against Him. In contrast with ALL who are on Christ's side. BOTH are possibilities open to ALL mankind. The JUDGEMENT came upon ALL men from Adam's sin - but that is reversed in Christ for ALL sinners who claim it - and potentially for all. ALL who give up Adam/ His rebellion, and surrender to Christ, and come to be in Him. The effect of Christ's act is as universal as the effect of Adam's act is the point being made. The Damned are not damned merely because of Adam's sin, but from their choice to remain in Adam, Heb 10:26-31. The Blessed are not blessed merely as a result of Christ's redeeming death, but because of their choice to claim it for themselves. The ALL here are the ALL who are in Christ, as in 1 Cor 15:22.

JUSTIFICATION- Dikaiosis- The act of declaring someone as Justified, 5:1. Being justified in Christ sets us free to live LIFE in Christ.

5:19 DISOBEDIENCE- Parakoe- A refusal to hear, disobedience. Transgression vs 14, Trespass vss 15, 16, 17, Disobedience here. Adam's sin was all three. All have been 'normal' human behaviour ever since.

MADE SINNERS- See 5:8. There's no suggestion that all men are held responsible for Adam's sin. He as ancestor of the human race introduced the virus of sin/ rebellious self-nature which all men inherit. All who ignore/ reject Christ choose to remain in the state/ lifestyle of disobedient independence flowing from his ONE act, Jn 3:19; Rom 10:21. The day comes when God reluctantly accepts their decision as final, as the Lord Jesus did in Mt 23:37-38. (Mt 23:39 will be Zechariah chapters 12, 13, and 14.)

OBEDIENCE- Hupakoe- Attentive hearing, obedience. Hupo= Under. Akouo= To hear. To respond to what one hears by accepting the responsibility and challenge to be and do what one is being told. Obedience sums up the whole of Christ's life - Isa 42:1; 52:13-53:12; Jn 6:38-39; 10:17, 18; 17:4, 5; Gal 4:4; Phil 2:7-8; Heb 5:8-9; 10:7.

MANY MADE RIGHTEOUS- Dikaios- Justified. #5:1. Christ's one act of 'Obedience' on the Cross, Phil 2:8 created/ introduced Righteousness as a gift for all sinners, free for them to claim by Faith. Christ's ONE/ once-and-for-all act, is echoed by their one/ once-and-for-all acceptance of Him. This flows out into a life of increasing fellowship that grows by repeated acts of choice.

MADE sinners/MADE righteous describes a relationship with God, rather than personal character. Believers are related to God as Christ is. Not that they never do unrighteous acts, but sin is alien to their new life and position - it's to be dealt with promptly, 1 Jn 1:5-2:2. Paul writes of Adam and Christ as if there was no religious history intervening. He has been writing of what applies to all mankind.

5:20-21. The place of LAW in SIN and SALVATION.

5:20 LAW ENTERED/Was added- Pareiserchomai- To come in alongside, from the side. Adam's sin passed to all mankind. Law came in alongside as a new factor in the relationship between fallen men and God. Jews had thought Law all-important, but the central facts are Adam and Christ.

OFFENCE/Trespass- See 5:15. MIGHT ABOUND/Increase- See Ch. 7. The entry of Law didn't solve the sin-problem or even diminish sinning, but it did make men's sinful natures visible by their reaction to the Law. This effect is obvious in an infant. He sins mildly and cheerfully as long as he gets his own way. When he comes up against the "NO!" of parental Law, his defiance, protest, and disobedience are made very clear. Sin becomes greater in quantity because of the antagonistic reaction of men to God's revealed will, and more sinful because knowing God's will leaves them no excuse. LAW puts pressure on man, and he discovers the reality of his sinfulness. This is a gain because realising that he is a sinner opens his heart to the Gospel offer.

SIN ABOUNDED/Increased. GRACE- #5:2. MUCH MORE ABOUND/ Increased all the more- Read Gen 6:5, and the Daily News, and you will see sin abounding. Read the record of the Betrayal, trial, and crucifixion of Christ, and you will see Grace that is greater than all men's sin. The total sin of mankind is vast, vicious, and vile beyond all possible imagination. But God's Grace, like His Being, is infinite. The Lamb of God DID take away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29. All that man must answer for now, is whether or not he receives that Lamb as His Saviour.

5:21 SIN REIGNED- See 5:14. It affects everybody/every aspect of life until its final victory - Death. LAW can't enable man to throw off the rule of Sin and Death, 8:3; Gal 3:10, but can lead to Christ, Gal 3:22-25.

GRACE- #5:2. REIGN- Men never reign (14) in their own right, only in Grace. RIGHTEOUSNESS- See 5:17. UNTO/to bring ETERNAL LIFE- Grace reigns not through ignoring sin, but through RIGHTEOUSNESS manifested in Christ. In Christ Believers have died and are now ALIVE, Col 3:3.

THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD- His full title- because Grace exists and reigns only because He's all that He is. With Jesus a new creation has dawned which will be displayed in Glory. As Representative Man He lived in constant obedient fellowship with the Father. Through the work of the Cross, proclaimed in the Gospel, He's bringing many sons to Glory, Heb 2:10. The statement of the triumph of God's Work in Christ over Adam's Sin lays the foundation for the proclamation of the blessings flowing to us in Christ from the Cross, that follows.

Chapters 6- 8. JUSTIFICATION BY GRACE, not Law, COMMITS BELIEVERS TO LIVE BY GRACE in union with Christ - Holy Living, apart from Law-keeping.

(Ch. 6. It involves our KNOWING our position/standing in Christ- as already dead and risen with Him, 6:3,6. EVALUATING our daily life from this point of view, 6:11. ACTIVELY VOLUNTEERING ourselves/ abilities to God constantly so that we act appropriately, 6:13. God's blessings are:-

Given in Grace, by God, in and through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Received in Faith from "  "    "       "         "       "       "        "  . .

Acted on  "  "  towards"   "    "       "         "       "       "        "    .)

6:1-11. Believers CAN'T SIN CARELESSLY- With Christ we DIED TO SIN.

(Water Baptism proclaims this - LIVING in SIN isn't an option.)

6:1-2 WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN- No matter how much sin has abounded, Grace is more than sufficient to cover it and stop it enslaving us - SO? SHALL WE CONTINUE IN SIN/Sinning THAT GRACE MAY ABOUND/Increase- See 5:20. Such shallow, self-indulgent ideas can sneak into 'Christian' thinking. Jews then, Catholics at the Reformation, and modern legalists reject the idea of Justification by Faith saying "Salvation/ being sure of Heaven simply by Believing leaves no motivation for Holy living." Paul shows self-indulgence and legalism are equally absurd. And later that Life/Love achieves what Fear/Duty never could, 8:3, 13-17. Gal 2:20 gives the response to our knowing the love of God's Son.

HOW CONTINUE! Salvation automatically rules out continued careless sinning. A butterfly has died to its caterpillar life. Our new nature can't be comfortable with sin. If a man is a Believer he can't live in sin. If he lives in sin he can't be a Believer, 1 Jn 3:1-10.

DEAD/Died TO SIN- The Aorist tense points to a definite time in the past, and a continuing effect in the present. Our lives are united with Christ crucified, so we died to sin in His death on the Cross. That death was applied to us when we were baptised into union with Christ by the Spirit 1 Cor 12:13, symbolised/ proclaimed in our water baptism, and is to be lived out daily until we die to sin finally and irreversibly - and finally/ irreversibly enter into fullness of Life - in Glory, Rom 8:21-23, etc. These four aspects are inseparable.

6:3 KNOW- They would know this as an essential part of NT Christianity. BAPTISED- Baptizo- From Bapto- To dip a garment into dye water to dye it, or a small container into a larger one to draw off liquid. LXX uses for Naaman's dipping 2 Ki 5:14. Baptism was pictured in OT incidents 1 Cor 10:2; 1 Pet 3:21.

INTO JESUS CHRIST- SPIRITUALLY/invisibly at Conversion we're all "Born of the Spirit." Jn 3:5-8, and immersed into the Body of Christ by the Holy Spirit, and share life with other members in Him, 1 Cor 12:13. This makes us Christians, by uniting us with Christ Crucified and Risen. All else is built on that, including our PHYSICAL/ visible immersion in water that symbolises and proclaims that union. To possess the reality, and fail to proclaim it by water baptism is being ashamed to be identified with Christ, Mk 8:34-38. To teach that what is said here is true of those who have been 'Baptised/ Sprinkled' with water as a religious ritual makes nonsense of these verses. It can lull church members into a false security that relies on a “magical” ritual, without their having saving Faith in Christ.

INTO HIS DEATH- Immersion in water and re-emergence is such an effective picture of being dead to an old life and entering a new one that it's used elsewhere. Jews baptised Gentile converts to mark their entry into Judaism. Christian baptism isn't just a picture. It must proclaim two real events - That Christ has died and risen, and that God's Holy Spirit has united us with Him in this.

6:4 BURIED WITH HIM- Burial seals Death as being a fact, accepted as final by those who bury the body. The physical action of being put under water - a place of death for those who must breathe air - proclaims that by the Spirit's action the Believer shares in Christ's death.

INTO DEATH- THE death, in Greek- It's Christ's death, not death in general that's referred to. The Believer attends the funeral of His SELF when he is baptised, proclaiming that Christ's death was for him - and that he accepts that his right to be himself died there too. BY/Through THE GLORY OF- #5:2. God's power that reveals His glory. THE FATHER- From a root meaning nourisher, protector, upholder.

WE ALSO/too SHOULD WALK/May live- #Peripateo- To walk all around. The whole round of activities of the life/ Lifestyle as in 8:4; 13:13; 14:15; 1 Cor 3:3. Aorist tense= Beginning at a point, and continuing as a result. IN NEWNESS/a new- Kainotes- A life of a new, and better quality, from Kainos= New and different. Death brings an end to life's problems and goals, and opens the door into a new kind of life.

6:5 PLANTED TOGETHER/United WITH HIM- Sumphutos- From Sumphuo= To make to grow together. This suggests organic union with Christ, our being grafted together, or in modern terms gene-splicing. Not mere outward association, but the eternal reality of His identification with us conveying death to sin, and righteousness, reconciliation, life, etc. by grace, and our acceptance by Faith. It's so easy, and wrong, to think of water baptism, fellowship with God etc as works that are the CAUSE of identification but they are the outworking EFFECT of that identification. The reality of our identification dates back 2000 years to the Cross where Christ identified Himself with us. Water Baptism proclaims it. The daily business of the Christian life is to experience and express it, Phil 3:10-11. Such a union with Christ makes a casual attitude towards sin impossible. 

IN LIKENESS OF/United with Him in HIS RESURRECTION- Experience the reality of His resurrection life shared with us, Gal 2:20.

6:6 KNOWING THIS/For we know- #Ginosko- To come to know, recognise, from personal experience - used in eternal life is knowing God, Jn 17:3.

OLD- Palaios- Outworn, to be discarded as no longer appropriate, Heb 8:13. MAN/Self- What we used to be/the way we used to live. CRUCIFIED WITH HIM-  Our old self was put to death with Christ. We accepted this in accepting Christ. It's a constant struggle to express it in daily living.

BODY OF SIN- The body/nature as conditioned and controlled by sin inherited from Adam. The Body is the whole being/ sphere in which the interwoven/ interfunctioning elements - physical, hormonal, mental, emotional - of our selfhood live, and in which Sin operates.

DESTROYED/Rendered powerless- #Katargeo- To reduce to inactivity, frustrate Kata= Intensive. Argos= Inactive. Crucifixion allowed the man to live on for a while, but frustrated all bodily activity - HE COULD DO NOTHING. Baptism, and behind that, Christ's death on the cross, had in mind the intention that we should die to sin. Our sinful self was hung with Christ on the Cross in order that it might die. Our old Nature continues - we can't live in this world without it BUT ITS CAPACITY TO SIN IS BLOCKED AS LONG AS WE LEAVE IT ON THE CROSS, Gal 2:20. What the Christian is called to do is based on a spiritual reality. Christ HAS replaced Adam. Redemption HAS produced a new Creation, 2 Cor 5:17. By receiving Christ Crucified/ Risen as our Saviour He HAS become our HEAD - the source, pattern, and director of our life. So we're to live out Christ, not Adam/ self. Then Sin and death no longer reign in us 5:14, 17, 21.

NOT SERVE/Be slaves- Douleuo- To serve as a slave. A slave nailed to a cross could not be expected to continue working for his master. By receiving Christ as our Saviour and handing our life over to Him so that He could save us, we ratified the Crucifixion/ death of self, (fallen human nature) and repudiated its rights. So, Sin lost its right to function in us. As we face the moment-by-moment choices of life our natural self still tries to claim to be us - and we need to continue to ratify God's verdict on the Cross by disowning and nullifying it so that SIN is robbed of its power over our lives in practice, and we experience the victory which Christ won for us on the Cross.

In our modern world in every direction people are proclaiming their 'Right' to be Free to be and do what they want. As Adam found out, and our Lord taught, self-willed freedom to sin enslaves, Jn 8:34. Our 'Free' society is burdened with an increasing load of those who have exercised their 'Freedom' to experiment with drugs, sexual promiscuity and perversion, operate businesses dishonestly, express themselves violently, etc. Sin LORDS it over mankind and their struggles can win only a limited freedom, as Chapter 7 shows.

6:7-8 FOR HE THAT IS DEAD/Because anyone who has died IS/has been FREED- Dikaioo- #5:1. Lit Justified. FROM SIN- Adam's rebellion cut our natural self off from God, and gave Sin a rightful claim over it. Our death with Christ on the Cross frees us from any obligation to do what the sin-prompted body demands. If, when sin knocks at the door we respond "Sorry, the man you want doesn't live here any longer - in fact he's dead," we're speaking God's truth! We don't need to sin. Whenever people die they are set free, and sin cannot control them.

IF WE BE DEAD/Died WITH CHRIST WE BELIEVE- Pisteuo- To believe, have faith in/upon, have confidence in, to trust. Not merely to accept the facts of the Gospel, but to rely on, act on, and commit self to them.

LIVE WITH HIM- Suzao- To continue to live in common with, co-survive. Su/ Sun= With. Zao= To live. The full expression of Salvation will not be ours until the Glory. The challenge is for us to live as much of it as possible in the present, joyfully aware of how much more yet awaits us! As we look forward to THAT we'll live more of it now.

6:9-10 KNOWING/We know- #5:3. NO MORE/longer DOMINION/Mastery- Kurieuo- Lordship. Death has its hold on mankind because they are sinners. Christ submitted to the Lordship of Death in order to break its Lordship forever, Heb 2:15.

DIED UNTO/To SIN- The Lord Jesus lived sinlessly in obedient fellowship with the Father - dead to sin as He lived, Jn 14:30. As the sacrificial Lamb of God He took on Himself/ took away the sin of the World, and its penalties, and is done with them forever, Heb 2:9,14-15. ONCE/For all- His action was unique, effective, and final.

HE LIVETH UNTO/Lives to GOD- Throughout all His life on earth as a man He lived to God, Jn 15:10. Even on the Cross when being made sin for us, He uttered the terrible words "My God, My God, Why hast Thou forsaken Me!" God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, 2 Cor 5:21.  Our Lord's death ended both His suffering, and the whole rebellion/ challenge to God's will of Satan, sin, and death, Col 1:20. Christ now enjoys uninterrupted fellowship with God, Heb 10:12-14.

6:11 LIKEWISE/In the same way RECKON/Count- Logizomai- To reckon numerically, estimate, make something a matter of careful consideration and reach a reasoned decision on the basis of considering all the factors and facts. Christ united Himself to us in bearing our sin in His own body on the Cross and being made sin for us. This broke the power of sin over us as we have been united with Him in His death to sin. This makes it ridiculous/ blasphemous to talk of a Christian being free to sin. It is utter disloyalty to our Lord for us to "Come down from the Cross," and live the old life again.

DEAD UNTO/To SIN, BUT ALIVE UNTO/To GOD- We're not commanded to MAKE OURSELVES dead to sin and alive to God - God has done that for us in the Cross of Christ, and it was the state which we accepted and entered into when we received Christ. He has given us a cheque book on His account, the key to His door, His phone number.. It's for us to accept what God says about us as being true, and to live in the light of it. This is a specific ACT of faith, and a continuing ATTITUDE towards our old self, and our new life of fellowship with Christ.

At conversion we're not automatically, effortlessly made in our thoughts and feelings, or outward lives, dead to sin/ alive only to God. We're ordinary humans, and still largely think/ feel that way. But Christ, and a new life, are in us by the Spirit's indwelling, and we're challenged to take up God's original purpose for man, the whole eternal point of our existence, and live in His Likeness and Image, Gen 1:26. Our union with Christ doesn't manifest itself fully yet. It's our privilege to commit our hearts and minds to live in His likeness, to work out in our daily lives what Christ in us is working, Col 1:27; Phil 2:12-16. God has given us this privilege so that what we become in Christ is truly US, our unique contribution to His eternal Glory.

THROUGH/In JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD- As Paul unfolds the wonder of the Gospel, he nails each statement securely in place with these words which remind us WHO it is who provides the basis, and carries it out. It leaves no excuse for the pride that would claim any credit for our transformed lives, OR the unthankful, timid laziness of Lk 19:20-21, that would excuse our living on as we were, unchanged. Not a virtuous attempt to live as we might imagine Christ would live if He was us in our circumstances. But living on the basis of God's decision to take our sins upon Himself in the person of His dear Son so that we could live in fellowship with Him, and be transformed into His likeness, Gal 2:20; 2 Cor 3:17-4:2.

6:12-14. WE NEED NOT SIN.-  The power of sin is broken

6:12 LET NOT SIN REIGN- It's not that sin IS reigning and we're to try to end its reign. The Cross freed us from the power of Sin, 6:6. We were its slaves. Now we've been set free we're told to stop letting Sin control us. When a Believer sins it's really our guilty choice, our failure to resist temptation in obedient Faith, 1 Cor 10:11-14. Each such failure strengthens our feeling of helplessness against temptation. We must face God's word, confess its truth, and ignore that feeling.

MORTAL BODY- Our body, with what it desires/does, lasts a few years only. How foolish to let it run our lives, at the promptings of sin. In God's purposes it's to be disowned while there's time, and be replaced by eternal life. To act on what He's done with us in Christ, is a little like the action of someone who "dooms an egg to death" by setting it under a broody hen so that a new life (a chicken) may come from it.

TO OBEY THE LUSTS THEREOF/Its evil desires- Epithumia- Any strong desire, but especially for what is forbidden. Lusts aren't always coarse - they may be legitimate sources of pride in ourselves - but they are alternatives to the worship, service and love of God. Our mortal bodies are Sin's home ground, but God's wonderful provision in Christ enables us to use them to His/ our joy and glory - now and eternally.

6:13-14 NEITHER YIELD/Do not offer- Paristemi- Para= Near, alongside. Histemi= To Stand, Set. Present tense - A continual responsibility to not be where our abilities are within reach of sinful use. MEMBERS/Parts of your body- A limb, or a Capacity of the body and personality. Our tongues may lie/tell the truth; speak in Love/Malice and we must accept responsibility for what we say, Jas 3:1-12. UNRIGHTEOUSNESS/Wickedness- Adikia- The wrong lifestyle and actions that hurt men by their injustice, wickedness etc - Commandments 5-10.

YIELD/Offer YOURSELVES- Paristemi- UNTO/To GOD AS THOSE ALIVE FROM THE DEAD /Who have been brought from death to life- This time the Aorist tense. They're to give themselves once and for all to God, with an ongoing effect on their lives. We drift along in the old ways unless we take positive action. When we allow Christ to be LORD in our hearts, the natural result is that the activities by which our lives are expressed add up to RIGHTEOUSNESS - See 5:17, to the Glory of God, and the blessing of Mankind, 1 Pet 3:15-16; Mt 5:16; Lk 10:27:37, LXX for Tsedeq - righteous living including meeting the needs of others.

SIN SHALL NOT HAVE DOMINION OVER YOU/Be your master- Kurieuo- See 6:9. "Whoever sins is the slave of sin," Jn 8:34. When we've been justified we still have to learn to deal with SIN. Paul's consistent teaching is that sin is inevitable the moment our guard is down. He's proclaiming that God in Christ has set us free from the power/ Lordship of sin and empowered us to live for Him JUST AS LONG AS WE DIE TO SELF AND ITS DESIRE TO ENJOY SIN. His creative word of love and power says "You mustn't PERMIT sin to command you any longer - Future tense.

NOT UNDER LAW- Law demands total obedience, but does nothing to make a man want to obey, or give him the ability to do so. The moment he sins it condemns him. He has forfeited any chance to qualify for Salvation by further Law Obedience. That produces despair and confirms our enslavement to sin. (It does make a happier, better world than Humanism with its claim that man's naturally good, and should be free from rules.)

UNDER GRACE- #5:2. Grace delivers man from sin because it places him in a new sphere/condition that depends not on human will, strength and effort, but on God's activity. We're not locked into sin's slavery as soon as we sin. We don't have to labour until we have earned the right to ask God's help. We're granted righteousness/ sonship, by Grace, indwelt by God the Holy Spirit, and free to bring the Victorious Lord into every situation where sin endeavours to control our actions/ thoughts/ feelings, etc. This sets us free to serve God - not to sin against Him. It also changes our attitude so that we want to do this. Under Law, our old Nature was reluctant to confess its debt of obedience to its Creator. Our New Nature born of God, strengthened by the Spirit in us, reaches out to please its Father in Heaven, 8:9-17. His Love and His unmerited favour, unlimited forgiveness, unknown power, and unbelievable enabling, produces love, and thankfulness.

The CROSS made us Righteous, set us apart for God, broke the power of sin -totally, invisibly. The COMING will clothe the believer in Glory. At present, while in a body and nature still prone to sin, but with God Almighty in us, we're challenged to live in the Light of the Cross and the Coming - and no limit is set to the degree we can live without sinning. 

6:15-19. WE MUST NOT SIN - that would make sin our master

(Created beings are the property of their Creator for His purposes. Freed from slavery to sin to be slaves to God, our rightful Owner, we mustn't try to serve one or the other as it suits us.)
6:15-16 SHALL WE SIN BECAUSE NOT UNDER LAW, BUT UNDER GRACE? - In 6:1 it was "continue in sin as a lifestyle." Here it's to sin occasionally/ have a casual attitude towards sinning now we're not held responsible to Law, and assured that Grace forgives sin and keeps us in God's saving care. GOD FORBID/By no means- We who know God's Grace can't think that way.

KNOW- #5:3. An emphatic question= a positive statement. The basic facts of the Gospel show that God/ Mammon, Sin-Death/ Righteousness-Life are mutually exclusive options, Jn 8:34; Lk 16:13; Mt 6:24.

YIELD/Offer- See 6:13. Every decision makes us available to a Master to contribute to the accomplishing of His will.

SERVANTS/Slaves- #Doulos- Bond servant, slave. As slaves existed as human tools to do only what their Master wished, only ONE such owner was possible, and obedience to him was beyond argument, SIN... DEATH-There's a once-and-for-all choosing of self and sin/rejection of Christ which is eternal Death. Here it's the action of a disloyal Believer who wastes his time/ abilities on the things of this life and, when he dies, loses all they have produced, 1 Cor 3:1-15; Phil 3:18-19. Destruction there means WASTE, as in Mt 26:8. All they live for is useless rubbish.

OBEDIENCE.. RIGHTEOUSNESS- See 5:17. Obedience isn't ruled out when Grace replaced Law. The once-and-for-all decision to obey the Gospel is the foundation - see below. Moment-by-moment obedience is essential for us to abide in God's Love and each other's Love, Jn 15:7-17.

6:17 THANKED- Charis- #5:1. Only this time it means our response of thankfulness to God for His acting in Grace/ Charis in saving us. It's not to our credit, but something for which to thank God continually.

WERE SERVANTS/Slaves- #6:16. By nature slaves to our desire to sin. Instead of praising them Paul thanks God for the change in them.

OBEYED FROM THE HEART/Whole-heartedly THE FORM- See 5:14. The pattern of Gospel Truth as proclaimed by the Apostles and Prophets and recorded for us now in the NT and which is to mould the lives of Believers.

DOCTRINE/Teaching DELIVERED TO YOU/To which you were entrusted-Paradidomi- Para= Up. Didomi= To give. The Gospel wasn't handed over to us for us to do something with. Instead, in passing from Sin/ Death as a Master, to God/ Righteousness, converts are handed over to a whole new set of Household rules -the NT. Motives/ methods appropriate in the service of Sin - pride, deceit, bullying etc. are ruled out. Obedience is essential in our new life as servant-sons. The Lord patterned this for us, Jn 15:9-19. The examples and principles He's recorded for us don't inhibit spontaneity or creativity but set individual Believers and Congregations free to serve each other in Love. The Spirit frees them from Legalism, and Flesh/ sinful Nature, Gal 5:13-25, to conform to the Nature and Will of God in order to abide in love/ fellowship with Him who is unchanging, yet above and beyond all petty formalities.

6:18-19 FREE FROM SIN- We experience this by claiming it in obedient Faith and strenuous, persistent, unrelenting watchfulness to stay in fellowship with God. Deliverance can't be enjoyed apart from the Deliverer. SERVANTS/Slaves- #6:16. OF RIGHTEOUSNESS- Doing what is Godly/ right.

AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN/In human terms- Paul cautions that his illustration doesn't fit exactly. Total commitment/ being totally at the Master's disposal is relevant to both, but the service of Sin fits the Gentile pattern of being forced into slavery, and there's nothing slavish/ servile, unjust, humiliating, degrading about Believers serving God/ Righteousness. It's a voluntary commitment to a Master, Ex 21:5, AND a glad, liberating sonship, Jn 8:34, 36, etc. Under Grace, to be totally HIS, totally involved in His service in joyous fruitful fellowship of love with our Lord is what Salvation is Jn 15.

BECAUSE OF THE INFIRMITY/You are weak- Astheneia- See 5:6. Cp. 8:3. YOUR FLESH/Natural selves- Sarx- The body and human nature we inherit from Adam. This is unable to take in Spiritual Truth without the help of illustrations. Our natural mind views Grace as something to be enjoyed while ignoring its obligations. This turns Grace/ Liberty, into Indulgence/ License, Gal 5:13. Our nature is deliberately deaf to anything which it doesn't want to hear. Paul makes a blunt EITHER/ OR challenge that leaves no excuse for comfortable compromise.

YIELDED/Used to offer- See 6:13. SERVANTS TO UNCLEANNESS/In slavery to impurity- Sexual immorality – that’s one example of the slavery of Sin. INIQUITY UNTO INIQUITY/Ever-increasing wickedness- Anomia- Lawlessness, wickedness. A= Neg. Nomos= Law. The whole state of independence/ disobedient attitude towards God in which we are born by nature, and which, apart from the Grace of God, snowballs throughout life as consciences are hardened and men are blinded to the folly of their slavery. The more a man sneers at conformist virtue, and boasts his freedom, the more surely he shows that he is hopelessly enslaved to his lifestyle.

NOW YIELD.. TO RIGHTEOUSNESS- Dikaiosune- The exact opposite of the past experience - appropriate for those Dikaioo - Justified, made Righteous. #5:1. HOLINESS- #Hagiasmos- The state of being set apart for God, 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Th 2:13; its lifestyle, 1 Th 4:3' 4, 7; God's will for us, Jn 17:17, 19, our earnest pursuit, Heb 12:14. Built by obedience to the Word/ following Christ's example Mt 11:29; Jn 13:15; Phil 2:5, etc. God has set us apart for Himself in a fellowship of Love. As we continually separate ourselves from uncleanness and make ourselves available to Him we increasingly enjoy that fellowship in our increasing conformity to His character and likeness, 2 Cor 6:14-7;1. God provides Sanctification by His Holy Spirit, but it's ours only as we take it up and live it out in dependence on Him.

(Sanctification – being set apart to live for and in fellowship with God = Purity of life, only because God is pure. Being set apart to Greek Deities such as Venus or Mars would have a different effect!)

6:20-23. WE'D BETTER NOT SIN- It would end in disaster

(SERVING SIN= shame/death SERVING GOD= Fruitful/Eternal Life.)

6:20-21 SERVANTS/Slaves- #6:16. OF/To SIN WERE FREED/Free FROM RIGHTEOUSNESS- See 5:13. Their service to Sin was undiluted with anything done in fellowship with or to the glory of God. As a slave was totally under the control of/ at the disposal of his Master, it was wrong to serve anyone else - any righteous act was a sin against sin! In a sense Righteousness CAN'T accept the service of the slaves of sin, Mt 6:24. Not that they never did anything right or good when it suited them, but they didn't do it out of a desire for, or relationship with, God. Generally God's word and will was tossed aside with "Why should I!" Ex 5:2.

WHAT FRUIT/Benefit reap- We reap what we sow, Gal 5:16-25; 6:7-10. IN THOSE THINGS... NOW ASHAMED of- Meaning You certainly didn't get any good/ benefit from doing the things you're now ashamed of. Unless a person IS ashamed of his sinful past he's not a Christian. Excusing it or blaming others is the mark of the self-centred, self-righteous.

THE END OF/Those things result in- The point aimed at as a limit, the logical and rightful conclusion of an action or state. DEATH- By its nature any sin= any action in independence of/ disobedience to God, naturally, logically, and rightly produces death. Any pleasure/ value in even the best actions of human nature - self-motivated, self-righteous, self-fulfilling/ sacrificing comes to an end in death.

6:22 BUT NOW BEING MADE/Have been set FREE FROM SIN- God has set us free - not into sinlessness but from being helplessly enslaved by Sin. Sinful desire - as with drug addiction etc. is no longer irresistible.

BECOME SERVANTS/Slaves TO GOD- Being a slave of righteousness, 6:18, Liberating fellowship/ service with God is this. Set Free - Become servants, are Aorist participles describing the same life-changing event. God and Satan aren't the rival, alternative Masters. If Satan and his workers ceased to exist, mankind would still be enslaved by their sin. The current preoccupation of some Christians with Satan etc often coincides with their determination to live on good terms with the 'World,' and keep a positive self-image of their 'Flesh,' the alternative enemies.

FRUIT/Benefit UNTO/Leads to HOLINESS- #6:19. Every obedience to the New Master contributes to their sanctification. God has set them apart. Each obedience is a response of setting themselves apart.

EVERLASTING/Eternal LIFE. Fullness of life enjoyed forever in fellowship with God, Jn 17:3. Received as a gift of Grace, Jn 10:28-30. Every expression of it in the Believer's daily choices of life sows towards an eternal harvest of Joy and Glory shared with his Lord, Mt 25:21.

6:23 WAGES- Opsonion- Opson= Provisions. Oneomai= To Buy. The food allowance money of a soldier, or a slave on duty, intended to give strength for working. The wages Sin as a Master/ General pays his servants/ soldiers. Not casual, incidental earnings of sinning, but the terms on which the sinner commits his life to the service of Sin - even if he doesn't realise that.

DEATH- Sin and death are cause and effect, receiving what has been earned. Man's rebellion ends in death, Rev 20:11-15. Here it's in the context of the choices a Christian makes moment by moment. His every self-motivated action is a dead-end, producing corruption and decay. All that Grace can do with it is wipe it out, Gal 6:7-10; 1 Cor 3:11-15.

THE GIFT- See 5:15. God doesn't provide food-allowance money for us to spend. His servant-sons eat at His own table. As He gives all, He can never be in debt to any man. Human merit, or effort, isn't involved.

ETERNAL LIFE- The Gift of God's Grace IS eternal life, not merely that it leads to eternal life. It's given and received as a whole. Gift/ Life are cause and effect, but, unlike Sin/ Death; God, not man, is the cause, man has only to receive it for God to make it effective.

THROUGH/in JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD- This verse sums up the chapter, and makes its message clear. It's true of the once-and-for-all option the Gospel makes sinners face, but it's directed specifically to the series of options faced by those Justified by God's Grace. Everything Believers do is done acting as a SLAVE of Self/ Sin, or of God/ Righteousness, and so qualifying for the EARNED contract wage of DEATH, (that action is doomed to be burned up, 1 Cor 3:13-15) or is a use of the GIFT of LIFE, that will blossom and fruit in its fullness in the Glory ahead. The Source/ Channel/ Means/ Agent/ Empowerer/ Fulfiller and Goal is the Lord Himself. Union with Him BRINGS us to Eternal Life, and describes/ determines the nature of that life lived in fellowship with Him for ever. He is our life, Col 3:4.

Meanwhile, it's only in, by, and with, His indwelling by the Holy Spirit that we can in any sense or measure serve God. In even our best moments and efforts, the service of Self/ Sin intrude into our motives and attitudes. So that we need to be sensitive to the Spirit's promptings, and quick to accept correction, confess and be cleansed, 1 Jn 1:5-2:2, through the atoning blood, and intercession of our Saviour. By keeping our eyes on Him, and being willing to part with all else - our hopes, fears, and worries that would hinder and distract us - we will be able to RUN towards the goal, Heb 12.

7:1-6. DEAD TO LAW, MARRIED TO CHRIST

(Under LAW, SIN results in DEATH - DEATH sets us free from the struggle to keep the LAW. The Law about marriage illustrates how the justified are freed from the LAW and live a new life - both in union with Christ.)

7:1-3 Loosed- Katargeo #6:6 destroyed. Know- Ginosko #6:6. Under OT and other Law a husband's death frees his widow to marry. 

7:4 WHEREFORE/So- That's the way it is with those Justified in Christ. BECOME DEAD/Died (Unusual passive form= MADE dead.) 
 TO THE LAW BY/ Through THE BODY OF CHRIST- Our Lord in His BODY bore our sin, and the Law's penalty - Death - on the Cross. Now, united to Him, we've been MADE DEAD to SIN and the LAW. It's in Aorist tense - an action at a definite time in the past that has a continuing effect. Our DEATH happened on the Cross - we accepted it at Conversion - and the effect continues. (We DIED to the Law. We've no right to use it to produce in us despair or self-righteousness - that would be adultery?) The illustration doesn't fit neatly, as it's us that died, not the Law. Law is still useful in producing conviction of sin. But the death of one party breaks the marriage, and our having died frees us from the old, having risen frees us to the new. (In a sense the Law HAS died/ passed away, too. Christ fulfilled it, bore its full penalty, and replaced it by the NEW covenant Heb 8:4-13. The moment our union with Christ Crucified became effective in our lives at Conversion, the Law died to/ lost its claim on us and set us free to be fruitfully united to Christ.)

MARRIED TO ANOTHER- Heteros- Another and DIFFERENT. The new husband and marriage relationship described in Ch. 8 is totally different from the old one in Ch. 7. In the Gospel denying self/ being dead with Christ isn't an end in itself. It's the gateway to an overwhelming positive - Resurrection life in/ with Christ- an eternal bond, Eph 5:22-32. (There's no room for "I've died to the LAW - nobody's going to tell ME what to do!" In marriage both parties have committed themselves to work together in mutual love, mutual trust, and mutual respect. Christianity is a freely chosen marriage to a PERSON. We're Not married to a church, denomination, system etc. Their failures don't change the relationship, or excuse us from loving/ sharing life with Christ.)

HIM WHO IS/was RAISED FROM THE DEAD- Death ended our relationship to the Law. Resurrection opened a new relationship/ life. He loves us and endows us with everything we have- He should be first in our hearts, and on our lips - not any doctrine, denomination or lifestyle.

BRING FORTH/Bear FRUIT- In our transformed life, 6:21-22, witness, worship, work, and all the fruitful consequences in the lives of others. (We must not apply the Marriage situation closely to the life of the INDIVIDUAL Believer, as no other Scripture even mentions it. But this verse implies that in some general sense the Christian life not only transforms the Believer by his fellowship with Christ, but the mingling of Christ's life and his produces through him things which are fruit to the Glory of God, as in Jn 15:1-17; Gal 5:22-26. Heb 6:7.)

7:5 IN THE FLESH/Controlled by the sinful nature- See 6:19. When unsaved, living to please our natural self/ do what we felt like. The Flesh is not in itself sinful-  Christ lived sinlessly in the Flesh - but Fallen human nature inherited from Adam sins instinctively by pleasing itself. It's the sphere in which sin operates. Christians are still in the BODY, but the sphere in which we are to live is the SPIRIT, Rom 8:9; Gal 3:3; 5:24-25.

MOTIONS OF SINS/Sinful passions- Pathema- Anything experienced - pain, emotion etc. From Pathos= Suffering, passion. Our desires/ delights which should have been sheer joy and blessing, twisted by our sinful natures so that in a large measure they distressed and cursed us, and others. Natural desires are God-given/ God-honouring when exercised in fellowship with Him/ His will, 1 Tim 4:1-5. But there's no end to the folly, disgrace, cruelty, and corruption that results from mankind's doing what they feel like outside the Love of God, and their Neighbour.

WHICH WERE/Aroused BY THE LAW- Being told God had forbidden us to do certain things, and commanded us to do others, claims us and our actions for the loving service of God, and our neighbours. That challenges our independence, our right to do what we please, and the rightness of what we wanted to do. Our instinctive reaction is to defend our self-image and rights and the fight is on - see later in chapter.

FRUIT UNTO/For DEATH- See 7:4; Gal 5:19-21. All we did produced death.

7:6 BUT NOW- The words mark a dramatic transformation of our situation. ARE DELIVERED/Have been released- Katargeo- #6:6; 7:2. FROM THE LAW- God nullified it in regard to us, Col 2:14. We misuse the Law if we fight against it. But equally we misuse it if we turn back from Christ and enslave ourself or others to it, Gal 3:23-29; 4:21-5:1.

BEING DEAD/By dying WHEREIN WE WERE HELD/To what once bound us- LAW righteously held us prisoners until Faith was revealed, Gal 3:23. We're dead and done with this aspect of the Law. As an objective statement it's still a check on our subjective impressions of the will of God, Deut 13:1-5. It still points to the essential requirements of a life in fellowship with God, condemns us when we yield to the Flesh, and so drives us to repent, confess and be cleansed. It can't produce that life in us.

SERVE- See 6/6. IN NEWNESS/The new way- Kainotes- See 6:4. We're not lawlessly free. Our freedom in Christ is designed to produce a new life. OF SPIRIT- #5:5. As the source of the new way of life, Jn 3:1-16, the NEWNESS is His. He sets its pattern, empowers it, determines its character, Gal 5:22-25. Not as a benevolent Dictator, but in fellowship with our Spirit, wooing us into glad obedient sonship, and enabling us to live that way motivated by Love, not fear, Rom 8:15-16; Phil 2:12-16.

OLDNESS/Old way OF THE LETTER/Written code- We are no longer to depend on the Law as something written down for us to obey and make ourselves righteous - that idea is now old and outgrown, Heb 8:7-13. This, with 2 Cor 3:6 also warns us against a fussy concern with the details of the Law that ignores the spirit/ spiritual purpose of it. But it's no excuse for disobeying the obvious letter and spirit of God's commands, in favour of some fanciful idea that suits us. The Holy Spirit guiding us is Scripture's Author, 2 Pet 1:20-21, and guides in step with God’s Word.

7:7-25 THE LAW and SIN - Expounding 7:5

(Paul rejoices that we're dead to Sin, AND the Law. Are 3:20; 4:15; 5:13; 6:14; 7:5, saying Sin and Law are allies - both evil? He makes it clear that the fault lies not in LAW but in human nature when it produces defiance, despair, or the idea that making a half-hearted attempt to live by the ten commandments etc. will make one acceptable to God.

In 1954 Most of a cheerful Form I class of mine were confident that they "Could be good if they wanted to be." I suggested they try it over the weekend. A few claimed success for several hours, one, for a day. The over-all effect of the rather light-hearted experiment was bewilderment at their inability. An earnest adult attempt will convict any man of his hopeless depravity. The modern way of getting off the hook is to make an absolute declaration that there are no absolutes!)

7:7-13. God's LAW and its effect on HUMAN NATURE

(Paul writes in the PAST tense of his pre-conversion experience that brought him to realise that the Law can only condemn a man - he needs a Saviour, Gal 3:21-24. Unsaved people experience a conflict between their Better/Self-righteous, and Lower/ Self-indulgent selves [Ego/Super ego vs Id]. Many professed 'Conversions,' involve no change of ownership – people handing themselves over to Christ. They are merely a tactical victory for Self-righteousness.)

7:7. WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN?- A new section of Paul's reasoned exposition. IS THE LAW SIN? GOD FORBID/Certainly not. I HAD/Would NOT have KNOWN what SIN was BUT BY/Except through THE LAW- Law, far from being sin, was the Light that showed up the Darkness of sin to Paul. See 3:20.

KNOW- #6:6. Aorist- Paul at one point came under the conviction of his fellowship-experience of sin. This had a continuing effect - He came to an understanding of the nature of sin in relation to himself.

KNOWN- #5:3. Come to a mental understanding of it, and how it works. Imperfect tense= a continuing experience. LUST/Covet- See 6:12. THE LAW HAD not SAID- Every man naturally wants to have whatever appeals to him. That this is wrong is not obvious as long as a toddler, OR adult always gets what he wants. It's when "NO!" is said that human desire/ coveting shows its true nature. It defies authority/ Law, destroys peace of mind, and may prefer to wreck what it covets than to give it up! Paul realised that he was inherently and thoroughly sinful only when he came into conflict with the 10th commandment, which deals with inner nature/ source of external sins, Mt 5:17-30.

COVET- Epithumeo- To set the heart upon, desire earnestly. Everyone comes up against this command. Love for God would be happily content with what He gives us. Love for our neighbour would stop us from wanting to take what he has. The first sin was coveting what God had forbidden. Coveting is an expression of the ego-self and pits it against God's Providence and His will revealed in the Law. Paul learnt the hopeless corruptness of his own heart by battling with this sin.

7:8 SIN TAKING OCCASION/Seizing the opportunity- Aphorme- A foothold for military operations originally. Sin took advantage of the opportunity Law provided, as an enemy might seize a harbour, city, or height and use it as a base. In Eden God's one command 'Law' showed God's position relative to man - God gave orders. Man must obey. The Serpent seized that point and said "Transgress - be GOD, be independent, reject your subordinate status. Similarly, the OT Law of Moses placed merciful limitations on man to preserve his true freedom and dignity.

WROUGHT/Produced- To work out fully, thoroughly to its full potential. See 5:3. The rightness or wrongness of our desiring anything was a non-issue until we found that to do what we wanted to do was forbidden. Then Sin misrepresented God's kind Laws as insults to be resented. CONCUPISCENCE/Covetous desire- See 6:12. Being forbidden what we strongly desire fans the smouldering embers into a roaring fire of desire.

WITHOUT/Apart from LAW SIN WAS/is DEAD- Inactive- cp. Jas 2:17,26. Sin was there, but a dead issue - didn't register on his conscience. A computer virus is 'dead' until activated by some action innocent in itself, so the Law is the innocent trigger for defiant sin. Sin can't make us defy God in order to please self until we know what God wants us to do. A few clashes with authority condition us to oppose anything it orders. If we obey or not we're made aware of SIN's power in our life.

7:9 I WAS ALIVE- In the sense that I was actively in charge of my life, unaware of the fact that I wasn't a free agent. Being confronted by Law shattered this comfortable illusion. Paul is stating a general principle that has some relevance to the experience of Adam, and to Paul as a child before having to face the Law at 13yrs, or his self-righteous complacency until the Holy Spirit used the law to convict him of sin. WITHOUT/Apart from THE LAW- When I didn't know what the Law required.

THE COMMANDMENT CAME- Entole- The specific commandment, not just Nomos= Law in general, came to me and focussed attention at the point of action/ conflict. When I wanted to do something and was told "NO!" SIN REVIVED/ Sprang to life- When they became aware that God's Law forbids what they want to do that transforms mild, 'Christian Style' people into violent protesters that "Their God wouldn't expect ...!" Men who say "Oh I could give up smoking," may react violently to a NO SMOKING notice. 

I DIED- He lost the illusion that he was in charge of his life/ did as he pleased. Us adults may have outgrown, or learned to conceal this reaction, but it's obvious with a toddler/ teen-ager that being indulged is accepted happily. Being forbidden/ having its will frustrated produces a tantrum, or sense of being rejected/ unwanted, 'Killed.' Law does this.

7:10-11 COMMANDMENT ORDAINED/Intended TO bring LIFE- It said "The man who does those things will live by them," Lev 18:5; Gal 3:12. Cp the Rich Young Ruler's desire for Eternal Life leading to his rejection of that life when he heard our Lord's command, Mk 10:17-22. UNTO/Actually brought DEATH- As with Adam, the death was invisible, a spiritual state in relation to God, that left unchanged would become permanent, Rev 20:11-15. The Law is like a warning road sign - life-preserving if obeyed. Condemning if ignored and a fatal accident results.

FOR SIN TAKING OCCASION/Seizing the opportunity- As in 7:8. DECEIVED ME- As with Eve- THAT commandment was intended to keep them from accidentally eating the fruit. The serpent used the fact it was forbidden to suggest God was keeping them from it to His own advantage. The Law gives us the opportunity to treat God as God and trust/ please Him. That we're not delighted to do so, but take delight in what He forbids, Prov 9:17, shows the truth about Human Nature. Men resent and defy Him - claiming that to do so is essential for self-authentication, self-expression and fulfilment, or more crudely "I gotter be me!" Our heart is wicked in its desires, and deceitful in its estimation of the outcome, Jer 17:9. Even after repeated bitter experiences it will still say "This time is different," and men prefer to believe that lie that somehow the commandment and Gal 6:7-10 doesn't apply. IT SLEW ME/Put me to death- Man sins/is damned by ignoring God's Laws, OR by trying to use them as a means to his being right with God.

7:12 LAW (Nomos) IS HOLY- See 5:5. Set apart by God to His holy purpose, in keeping with His Holy Character. The way it's used is the problem. THE COMMANDMENT- (Entole) The specific item "Don't COVET," 7:7 is HOLY- Hagios. JUST/Righteous GOOD- But NOT good at making man righteous, No Law can do that. See 5:7; Gal 3:10-14, 21-25.. Good, as God is. The Law shows what man must do to be in fellowship with Him, and man finds that to be impossible. But realising our inability to obey can be a step towards conviction of sin, and acceptance of Salvation. Vs 7 is answered.

7:13 SIN MIGHT APPEAR/Be recognised as- Phaino- To shine out, be brought out into the light, seen to be what it was. Sin's deceitful use of the GOOD Law exposed its own true character, and that of Fallen Human Nature. God's purpose in this was to destroy sin - strip from us the illusion that we COULD be righteous if we chose to be, and so show sin/ our sinful nature in its true colours, Rom 5:20.

BECOME EXCEEDINGLY/Utterly SINFUL- See 5:8, 19. The Law brings DEATH, 7:10, but isn't the cause of death. Law can neither cause man to sin, nor cure his sinfulness. Law strips away the excuse of ignorance, and men either defy God and sin is shown to be terribly sinful, OR they try to keep the Law, and find it is too powerful. Cp. the effect of men seeing God and God's will for them, in Christ, Jn 15:22-25.

7:14-25 God's LAW and the CONFLICT IN the BELIEVER

(Paul has patterned for us how life was in pre-conversion days. Now he writes in the PRESENT tense patterning for us how the Christian life goes when lived in the I-Me-My mode pre-occupied with our own efforts to obey and please God. Even the most earnest attempts at Law-obedience prove to be a disaster. As the Grace of God in Christ was the only way to RECEIVE Salvation, so it's the only way to LIVE and ENJOY Salvation, as set out in Ch. 8. The heart and mind of Christians have been won for God but they don't have in themselves a self-sufficient capacity for righteous living. 

Justification doesn't remove or transform our Flesh/ old self-nature. In fact our Flesh/ Natural sinful self tries to take over the running of our Christian life, and so maintain control, Gal 3:3. It directs our new life/ enthusiasm into accepting new goals, and energetic efforts to achieve them. It rejects direct dependence on the Lord, His Word, and His Spirit as too vague. It prefers to depend on an earthly Shepherd/ Prophet, set of church rules, or measurable and attainable personal goals that appeal to our self-righteous self, and give us something to be proud of.

Paul did what he preached - disowned self in all its forms good or bad, in conscious weakness cast himself on the Grace of God, and so glorying in Christ that he Glorified His Name, 2 Cor 12:7-10; Gal 2:20; 6:14; Phil 1:21; 3:7-21. Paul cuts the ground from under the feet of all self-righteousness - ego-preserving, God-distancing folly, Ex 20:18-21; Rom 3:19-28.)

7:14 WE KNOW- #5:3. THE LAW IS SPIRITUAL- Pneumatikos- From Pneuma= Spirit. To take the words of the Law and set out to do what they say mechanically to earn righteousness is nonsense. The Law is from God, so it's Spiritual in character. The Holy Spirit is the source of Scripture, and its interpreter, 1 Cor 2:10-16; 2 Pet 1:20-21. Only by taking our attention from the Law and how our attempts at obedience are going, and being guided by the Spirit, can the Believer live the kind of life the Law aimed at, but failed to produce, 8:3-4; 14-16.

CARNAL/Unspiritual- Sarkikos [RT]- Fleshly, flesh-driven/ flesh-controlled. Sarkinos [Nes]- Made of or existing in flesh. Sarx= Flesh- See 6:19. We must die to the self-righteous efforts of our human nature, as well as its self-indulgent ones, in order to live spiritual lives directed by the Spirit. Our natural self is incapable of responding in a SPIRITUAL way to the Law, Rom 8:3. (So our eyes are directed to Christ, 2 Cor 3:17-18; Heb 12:2.) The natural human response to the Law is to try to respond to it in a mechanical way and imagine that our response makes us RIGHTEOUS. The Pharisees did that. 

To command a caterpillar to fly is pointless, (except to make it want to be different) until it dies to that life-form and becomes a butterfly. Under the NEW Covenant the Spirit transforms us from death to life, 2 Cor 3:6-18, at our conversion, so that we become a NEW Creation, 2 Cor 5:17. We are then capable of fellowship with God. What we have in our fallen natures from Creation remains, and we must resist its desires. The final link with rebel Adam will be broken with the redemption of our bodies/ natures, 8:18-24. A totally new start at conversion would have meant God had failed in His original Creation, and there'd have been no continuity in the life of the convert.

Instead God in Christ took up Human Nature in the old Creation, and Redeemed it. WE, are still US. Redemption involves redeeming US, by uniting us with Christ, 6:5, creating a new life that must live. And we must learn to use, control and mortify the old life as we walk the road to Glory. Adam in one choice made a 'God' of self. Guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit we're to make the many choices a day that reverse this by putting self to death, and letting God be God in our lives - Ch. 8. When we fail to take this into account in our life, and that of others, we're in danger of being self-deceived, at the mercy of presumption, and wishful thinking, Jud 16:20; 1 Cor 3:1,3. The unguided, unguarded instinctive reaction of any 'Saint,' is likely to be sinful.

SOLD UNDER/As a slave to SIN- Not that he actively sold himself as Ahab did, 1 Ki 21:20, 25. But, those who sin are enslaved by it, Jn 8:34.

7:15 I DO- 5:3. I ALLOW NOT/Do not understand- Ginosko- #6:6. When he acts instinctively - does what he feels like - he realises afterwards it isn't the kind of thing he approves of. Living as a Christian isn't simple/ easy - we may groan with bewilderment and frustration, 8:20-23.

WHAT I WOULD/Want to DO, -  THAT I DO NOT/Do- Prasso- To do consistently. Not Poieo= to do an individual intended action - we can manage that! WHAT I HATE I DO- Poieo- An individual action. I-Me-My-Myself dominate the scene. It describes the hopeless conflict in a converted man who tries to conquer sin by making himself do God's will, determined to perfect himself by his own efforts, Gal 3:3. Any 'Christian' counselling that directs people to look within be pre-occupied with self, adds to the problem. Understanding what was going on in himself didn't solve his problem - realisation of having died with Christ was his only hope.

7:16-17 IF THEN I DO- Poieo- See vs 15. THAT WHICH I WOULD NOT/What I do not want to do I CONSENT/Agree- Sumphemi- To say jointly, agree with. UNTO/That THE LAW THAT IT IS GOOD- Kalos- Ethically good, right, noble, honourable, worthy of esteem. His conscience enlightened by the Holy Spirit agrees with the verdict of the Law. Many of his actions were done against his better judgement. The Law isn't to blame for them.

NO MORE/Longer I Myself THAT/Who DO IT- See 7:8. As he sees the whole pattern of his life he gladly disowns it. He's not proud of himself. Instead of resenting criticism, or encouragement to turn from self and look to Christ such a man welcomes it, 2 Cor 4:16-5:11; Gal 2:20. SIN IN ME- Not an excuse for our sin, or for a tolerant attitude towards our sinful actions. He's making it clear that Sin is an inescapable reality in fallen human nature. No human decision can set us free from it. It's part of everything we do to please our natural selves, 8.13.

7:18 I KNOW- #5:3. IN MY FLESH/Sinful nature- See 6:19. NO GOOD- See 5:7. Our Selfhood, inherited from Adam, can recognise right from wrong, and may do good when it's not too inconvenient, but there's no coherent desire or capacity to be good. Our natural desires are good if exercised in God's will, 1 Tim 4:1-4. But every instinct is warped by the sinful desire to please self, not God. Sacrificial Mother Love, can spoil a child, use it as a source of pride, refuse the child independence, or fight with its wife/husband and destroy that marriage.

When we learn this, we're set free to concentrate on looking off unto Christ. "For every look at ourself we need ten looks at Christ," M. McCheyne. Our anchor must rest in Christ, not within the boat of self. Adding "in the flesh" shows it speaks of a Christian. God's servants receive and exercise Spiritual Gifts, 1 Cor 12, but the moment their FLESH/ natural self acting independently of God motivates what they do with what God has given, they automatically become destructive.

WILL IS PRESENT/The desire- Parakeimai- Within easy reach, cp Mt 26:41. BUT HOW TO PERFORM/How to carry it out- See 5:3. GOOD- Kalos- See 7:16. I FIND NOT- The result of our best intentions/ endeavours as Christians is disappointing. We're "Subject to frustration," 8:20-23. It's dishonest, and dangerous, to ignore or evade the truths of Rom 7, and preach that after the new birth or any other spiritual experience sin ceases to be a problem. Unless a Christian comes to this self-despair, he's living in a Christian fool's paradise, play-acting, living a lie, 1 Jn 1:5-10. Ch. 7 must precede Ch. 8. Realising our utter, hopeless inability to defeat indwelling sin in our own strength frees us to take up in Christ the new Dynamic of 8:2. As long as we imagine Sin can be eradicated, or that Self can control it, or that we can now keep the LAW, we're distracted.

7:19-21 THE GOOD- See 5:7. I WOULD/Want to DO- Poieo an individual action. I DO NOT. THE EVIL I DO/This I keep on doing- Prasso- See 7:15. NO MORE/Longer I DO- See 7:8. SIN IN ME does it. 19-20 sum up/ bring into sharper focus 15-18 ready for the final summing up of vs 21-25.

I FIND THEN A/This LAW at work- This is the way things work out in me. Sums up the interaction of the Law of God, and the Law of Sin, in the life of a Believer who's trying to make himself keep the Law of God. WHEN I WOULD/Want to DO- See 7:19. Although I want to do GOOD - See 7:16. EVIL IS PRESENT/Right there WITH ME- As 7:18. To do evil is effortless.

7:22-23 I DELIGHT IN THE LAW OF GOD- THE INWARD MAN/In my inner being - Inmost self. The 'I' that hates evil/ wants to do good, and the mind - 7:23; 25, renewed by God's indwelling grace. Not the 'Inner Man/ Higher nature,' Philosophers/ Psychologists speak of, but the Biblical new nature created by the Holy Spirit at our new birth where the Holy Spirit witnesses with the Christian's Spirit, 8:15. It's constantly renewed, 2 Cor 4:16; 5:17; Eph 3:16. Paul speaks as a Born-Again man.

BUT I SEE ANOTHER LAW- Heteros- Another/different, that doesn't side with God's Law. IN MY/At work in the MEMBERS of my body- See 6:13. WARRING/Waging war AGAINST THE LAW OF MY MIND- Nous- That by which we take in ideas/ experiences, respond to them with thoughts/ feelings, and so make up our minds as to what we'll believe, say, and do. It's not a statement of Psychology, or saying that the body is evil and the mind good. The Believer experiences in a sharpened form what all men do to some extent - being torn between what we KNOW to be good, and what our bodily desires and natures instinctively assure us will be GOOD.

BRINGING ME INTO CAPTIVITY TO/Making me a prisoner of THE LAW OF SIN- It's not just the reluctance/ inability of our Natural self that frustrates the Christian. It Screams, whimpers, coos, but always it's saying; "ME first, Look after number 1. Why should I? Why shouldn't I? Mustn't become a fanatic, You're only young once. You've done your stint - sit back, etc." Behind this self-pleasing/ self-protection in our 'members' - minds/ thoughts, hearts/ emotions, etc is a 'Law' co-ordinating principle that's totally opposed to God, 8:6-8. Satan isn't mentioned by name, the impression given is that SELF is quite capable of fighting a successful guerilla war against God, in favour of itself. It's easy to see this in the self-indulgent alcoholic. It's equally true of the proud Self-Righteous in whom the "Law of Sin," uses even God's Law as a means of boosting their self-image, and to shut out any sense of need that would expose them to Salvation-as in 10:1-5.

7:24 WRETCHED- Distressed, miserable, unable to break free from compulsive desires - The Alcoholic knows it, so does the drug addict, the compulsive liar, thief, child molester, the compulsive eater, the chronic worrier. Even God's children know that battle against ingrained habits of mind, and the wretchedness of being unable to win. The further a man advances in his Christian life the more horrifying to his eyes is the gap between God's Holiness/ Holy will, and the actual achievement of his own life. The unbeliever, or shallow Christian is often well pleased with himself, Rev 3:17. Wretched, doesn't express despair. It sums up the disillusionment of a Justified man who has thrown heart and soul into making himself Christ-like, and is now ready to abandon his struggle to achieve Law-Righteousness and trust Christ Gal 2:19-3:14.

DELIVER/Rescue ME- Make the deliverance provided in Christ REAL in my experience, Col 1:13. See also 1 Th 1:10; 2 Pet 2:7-9. FROM- Ek- Out of. In its fullest sense this can't happen until the Lord Comes and takes us OUT of this world/ these bodies, 1 Th 4:16-17. Some distress is the normal experience of those who have been Justified, and are at present being Sanctified, 8:17, 23-25. As part of a rebel race, and Creation, we live alongside the unsaved, in bodies and natures like theirs so that we can witness to them realistically. As they see us living under the same terms as they do, our Christ-like contentment and concern for others shows that the Invisible Christ is a comforting/ strengthening reality to us, and can be to them right where they are, 2 Cor 1:3-11. (If we enjoyed instant invulnerable health, wealth, and happiness, and could offer it to them, it might be easier to sell that kind of 'Salvation,' but the buyer's motives would be wrong.)

BODY OF THIS DEATH/This body of death- This human body and nature that expresses itself in sinful ways that end in death - and drags us along in that direction, as in 6:21. While in this life we can no more by our own efforts throw off our sin-loving, sin-corrupted Flesh/ Sinful nature than we can detach ourself from our physical body. Law or Religious observances can do nothing for us - That's still something we ourselves are doing, and "Sin in the Flesh" will hi-jack even our best efforts, and use them for its purposes- eg to increase our pride.

7:25 THANKS BE/I thank- #6:17. Our response to it. In the darkness of self-despair we see Grace as it is.

JESUS CHRIST OUR (Literally  The) LORD- The Lord of the Universe, able and willing to give total Victory, so that opposition and distress is simply the essential challenge to give us the chance to enjoy glory, 8:17. "He breaks the power of cancelled sin and sets the prisoner free," but enjoying the freedom isn't automatic and effortless. Like the Israelites we need to enter into its reality by obedient faith - as set out in Ch. 8. We've been adopted into the family of God not like a family pet cat, but as responsible Sons and Daughters of Almighty God, to be His Ambassador/ representatives and spokesmen, 2 Cor 5:17-21; 6:14-7:1. Growing into that role as saved-sinners is a glorious challenge. Nothing that we are, in independence of Christ, can ever be relied on.

The victory was won on Calvary, Col 2;15, but until the Lord returns in triumph to take up His Kingdom here, there's a pause while the Lord gives sinners the chance to repent, 2 Pet 3:3-9. And gives US ex-rebels the chance to proclaim the Gospel and encourage other rebels to join us in His service. We defeat His purposes if having been set free from the chains of sin, we sneak back into the old ways with the old friends. Our fruitful Joy, and their Salvation, is in going forward to live on the high ground of Rom 8.

WITH THE/In my MIND- See 7:23. SERVE- As a slave/Doulos. 6:16. GOD'S LAW- in its NEW form, Heb 8:10-12, A selfless, rewarding service - as a body serves its head we serve Christ, 2 Cor 5:14-15.

WITH MY FLESH- 6:19. THE LAW OF SIN- See 5:12. Paul was fully aware of God's Grace that meets our every need by our union with Christ Crucified, buried, and risen. But before expounding how the Spirit makes all this effective in a Believer's life, he locks into place the grim reality that Sin continues to have entrenched power over our flesh, so the moment we let our flesh/ human nature please itself, it will defile everything we have and are. It may make a show of giving up its heroin form - Self-indulgence, as long as it's assured of a plentiful free supply of its Methadone form - Proud Self-righteousness. The triumphs of Grace in the lives of God's people shine out gloriously against this black background, when our flesh/ natural self is kept in the only safe place - the Cross, Gal 2:20.

Ch 8. SONSHIP LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

(Chapter 7 Spoke of us being DEAD to the Law - 7:7-25 with its 'I, Me..' SELF pre-occupation showed the need for that . It also showed the need for the Believer's new life in union with Christ which is spelled out now. All God gives in Christ is on the basis of the Cross, and became ours when we were BORN of the Spirit/ BAPTISED by the Spirit into the body of Christ. Now the Holy Spirit in each Believer, in union with our spirit, provides FREEDOM and STRENGTH to live as SONS. Through present distresses, ultimate triumph is assured by God's eternal purposes and His ever-present Love.)

8:1-4. Set FREE FROM CONDEMNATION by the Holy SPIRIT

(Life in Christ - the Son mode, dead to the Adam - Independent self mode.)

8:1 NOW NO CONDEMNATION- Katakrima- The sentence pronounced as a result of Judgment investigation, the condemnation with punishment following. Christians are free, not because sinless, but because justification freed us from the guilt of sin and made us dead to the Law and its condemnation, having died to it with Christ. We now turn our backs on Condemnation, and explore the freedom and power of Sanctification as we follow the Spirit guidance in the decisions of our daily lives.

IN- En- Already there, not Eis= into, on the way there. CHRIST JESUS- Paul rises from the valley of defeat with this shout of Triumph. From Adam we inherited sin and condemnation, 5:16-18. In Christ we're triumphantly free from it. Equally there's no place for SELF condemnation.

WHO WALK.. KJV [RT] Apparently written in from vs 4, by a scribe who wished to explain what kind of life was appropriate for those in Christ Jesus. See 8:4. It must not be taken to mean that those in Christ Jesus are divided into TWO classes, one of which faces condemnation and one of which doesn't! It is saying that ALL in Christ are free from condemnation – and must learn to live in that Grace-given freedom.

8:2 LAW OF THE SPIRIT- #5:5. OF LIFE- The way God the Holy Spirit works in us Believers as the regulating and activating power in our lives. We're under His Law, 7:2. He's the Spirit of Life/ the Life-giving Spirit, Jn 3:5-8. His power working in us is sufficient to raise the dead, and meet every requirement of the will of God, Eph 1:19-20; 3:20-21.

IN CHRIST JESUS- We're Justified in HIM, Sanctified in HIM, and Glorified in HIM - Under the NEW Covenant, 2 Cor 3:6-18 Meanwhile, by the agency of the Holy Spirit we LIVE in Him, and He in us. It's our death in union with Him that sets us free, 7:4-6. Now we have set out for us how we are to LIVE free, in union with Him.

FREE FROM THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH- The way sin worked in us to bring us to death. It used the Law to strengthen its authority over us, Ch. 7.

Examples of being set free from an established 'Law' by a new Law.

The LAW of Gravity keeps us on earth. By determined training and effort a man may be able to boast that he can jump higher than anyone else, but that's the limit of self-effort against Gravity. But in a rocket, the Law under which rocket engines work will set a man free from the Law of Gravity to soar up until he achieves orbital, or escape-velocity.

Throw a ball into the air and it falls to earth. Throw an equally heavy living bird into the air, and it flies off. The Law of life in the Bird makes the difference. The new Law has cancelled the effect of the old Law of Gravity. The Characteristic principle of indwelling sin is that it drags us down to death. That of the Holy Spirit is that it empowers Believers for Holy Living. An old verse runs:- "Run John, and work the Law demands, but gives him neither feet nor hands. A better word the Gospel brings - Bids men to fly, and gives them wings."

8:3 THE LAW COULD NOT DO/Was powerless- Adunatos- A= Negative. Dunatos= Ability power. Because THE FLESH/Sinful nature- See 6:19, 7:25. was WEAK- Asthenos- Strengthless. See 5:6. The LAW God gave through Moses was the best possible law for man. "It couldn't get men to fulfil its sacred requirements because they were already sinners, and lacked the ability to succeed even if they wished to. The Law's task was like that of a very musically gifted Choirmaster who produced only inferior music from us High School Boys - The weakness of our flesh frustrated his skill." Briscoe

SENDING HIS OWN SON- Huios- Signifies primarily the relationship of offspring to parent, so, those who share common characteristics. Paul is declaring that Christ possessed the full nature of God.

LIKENESS- Homoioma- See Phil 2:7, and "SIMILITUDE of Adam's sin," 5:14. OF SINFUL FLESH/Man- See 6:19; 7:25. Mankind's Flesh/ fallen nature was helplessly enslaved to sin ever since Adam chose to serve sin.

The Son wasn't CHANGED into a man, but took up a human body and nature - as Adam was created to have, (and every human since has in a fallen form) while remaining Himself, Jn 1:14. Unlike all others He submitted every impulse of His human nature to the Father's will, Mt 26:36-42; Jn 8:29; Heb 4:15, and so was sinless - "He KNEW/ (Ginosko= had no fellowship with/ experience knowledge of) no sin," 2 Cor 5:21; "DID/ (Poieo= single act) no sin, 1 Pet 2:22. "In Him is no sin," 1 Jn 3:5.

Yet the 'LIKENESS,' was such that He shared human life with us, became ONE with us, Heb 2:11, one of us. The Son of God assumed the nature in which all others were dominated and directed by sin, and in it, He broke sin's power/ condemned it. As David, associating himself with the Army of Israel, accepted Goliath's challenge on their behalf, so our Lord took up the challenge of our Goliath, and won the victory for us, and equipped Himself to be our Captain and High Priest, Heb 2:10, 14-18. He lived on earth under the terms in which we Believers are called to live, Jn 15:9-10, and it seems that it was no easier for Him to do so than it is for us, Heb 4:15-16; 5:7-9. ("Made perfect," (1) As a fully mature, competent, responsible human being, the end result of His 'Growing,' up, Lk 2:52. (2) Perfectly fitted for His role as the "Christ/ Servant/ Saviour, High Priest, and Lord." Made Perfect/ Teleioo, in both those roles, so that WE should be made perfect/ Teleioo, for ever by His one sacrifice, Heb 10:14.) Scripture tells us no more and we dare not speculate about His nature, or what He could do.)

FOR/To be a- Peri- Concerning- SIN/Offering- Hamartia- See 5:12. The LXX uses Hamartia for Chattath, which means equally SIN - The Negative, or SIN-OFFERING - The Positive that nullified the guilt of the sin. In the NT, Prosphero= offering. But, "Sin Offering," is a legitimate translation, as He came to deal with sin, by being a Sin Offering. CONDEMNED- Katakrino- As in 2:1. SIN IN THE FLESH/Sinful nature- As 6:19.

Sin in the Flesh has always been under God's Condemnation as not being His will/ what He made man for. LAW brings the sinfulness of Sin out into the open, making God's Condemnation sharply defined. Christ's Coming added to that condemnation, making it obvious to the Angelic Hosts, and any honest human. (a) By living sinlessly as a Human Being, limited to the resources God provides for man by His Spirit, Christ showed that a human being COULD live sinlessly, so condemning Adam and Eve and all their descendants for not doing so. God hadn't been asking Adam to do the impossible. (b) The Coming of Law showed that man's problem wasn't ignorance. And when those who claimed to love, worship and serve God SAW God, Jn 1:14, 14:9, and saw Christ living the kind of life He willed for them - they HATED GOD, AND REJECTED THAT LIFE, Jn 3:16-20; Jn 15:18-25. The world still resents and sneers at those better than themselves, likes to think they're hypocrites, and resists their rule. We've no reason to believe that Christ wouldn't be crucified in our land, if He'd chosen to come here and now, instead of there and then.

CHRIST IN THE FLESH, CONDEMNED SIN- as above, but also, in the Flesh gave Himself for us on the Cross, not only that the sins we'd done might be forgiven, but also to condemn/ destroy our sin nature that produced those sins. He CONDEMNED SIN IN THE FLESH in the sense of JUDGING it, SENTENCING it, BREAKING ITS STRANGLEHOLD ON HUMAN NATURE, STRIPPING AWAY ITS POWER, Jn 12:31; Col 2:13-15. Sin now has no claim on us, 6:2-14. Those whom Christ has Justified, He has also delivered from the power of Sin and set them free to live by the power of the Spirit.

8:4 In order THAT- Why the Father sent the Son, and the result of that action - NOT 'provided that' we walk- His work and will, is in view, not ours.

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS/Righteous requirements- Dikaioma- See 5:16. The concrete expression of Dikaiosune= the character/ quality of being righteous. The Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ produces in the lives of Believers the Righteous lifestyle which the Law demands but cannot produce - the outworking of LOVE to God and Man. (If marriage was a matter of signing a legal contract (with enforceable penalties) covering every detail of mutual obligations that living together would involve, plus the obligation to love each other, it could never work. But when a man and woman love each other such a detailed contract is irrelevant. Much that would have been covered in it happens without thought. The inescapable rewards and penalties of their behaviours are far more effective than any artificial, legally enforced ones could ever be.) It's no wonder therefore that when God writes His Laws/ Places His Law-giving Spirit in men's hearts, Heb 8:7-13, Law's requirements are met in that life as a by-product of Life in Christ.

FULFILLED/Fully met- Aorist tense- The once-and-for-all action of Calvary, made effective in us at conversion, and continuing to work itself out in our lives, achieves what the Law failed to. See 3:31, 6:13.

WALK/Live- #8:4. This sums up the whole round of activities of an individual life. We're not carried, or driven. WALKING is a personal action under our control moment by moment as we take each step, and so produces a lifestyle, and ensures a goal - for which we're responsible.

AFTER/According to FLESH/Sinful nature- 6:19. Those who let themselves be controlled by their lower natures live only to please themselves.

AFTER/According to THE SPIRIT- #5:5. Those who allow the Holy Spirit to control them find themselves doing the things that please God. In 7:22-23 the flesh and the human mind contend. Here the Holy Spirit in fellowship with our human spirit, defeats the flesh.

8:5-8. CONFIRMS/ EXPLAINS vs 4. Flesh and Spirit contrasted

8:5 MIND/Have Minds set on- Phroneo- The mindset. Walk/ lifestyle is the natural result of the things and values we choose to be concerned with. THINGS OF THE FLESH/What the sinful nature desires- We all have a human nature/ live in a human body - but they allow that nature and body to determine their lifestyle, so live independent of God, as Mk 8:33.

DO MIND/Have their Minds set on THE THINGS OF/What the SPIRIT- #5:5. desires - To Walk after the Spirit we must focus our attention on Christ, Heb 12: 1-3, and fill our minds with the thoughts and purposes of God from His Word, and be quick to seek His help to WALK in what we learn. (Eph 5:15-20, and Col 3:12-17, are two sides of the same coin.) In this way we escape the Sin/ Death LAW and MORTIFY all it tries to produce in us.

8:6 CARNALLY/Sinful man- See above. MINDED- Phronema- What one has in mind. So the mind occupied with and set on the things of the natural self. IS DEATH- Confining oneself to fleshly interests cuts a man off from God, the only source of Life - It's already a kind of death. All that we are and do that’s not lived in fellowship with God on the basis of the Cross of Christ is doomed to destruction, 1 Cor 3:11-15.

SPIRITUALLY MINDED/Mind controlled by the Spirit- Phronema- See above. IS LIFE AND PEACE- #5:1. Peace with God is established. As we let the Holy Spirit set our goals/ values the Peace into which God has placed us in Christ - the sense of being at one with God - becomes increasingly real in our daily lives, replacing the alienation and misery sin causes, Phil 4:4-9.

8:7 CARNAL/Sinful MIND- 8:6. Those living simply to please themselves. ENMITY/Hostile- Ecthra- An enmity, inherent, instinctive, inevitable. Ecthros= Enemy, Ecthos= hate. Ektos= outside. Rejection of those who are/ that which is, ALIEN! This hostility is the opposite of Agape. We need to be alert to this natural tendency in us and others. AGAINST- Eis- Into, GOD- The pressure of our natural desires moves us INTO enmity with God/ sets us on a collision course with Him. 

NOT SUBJECT/Does not submit TO- Hupotasso- Primarily a military term-Hupo= under, Tasso= to arrange. Applies to any situation requiring individuals to take their place and fulfil a role. When orders are given it doesn't take its place in the ranks, and move with God. So they are at odds with His order, at odds with themselves, and each other. Instead of an orderly and effective Army, Sports team, Orchestra, etc. they are automatically frustrated and frustrating.

NOR CAN IT BE/Do so- Dunamai- Hasn't the ability power to do so. It's not possible for our natural self, before or after conversion, to instinctively do the will of God - its instinct is to go its own way.

8:8 IN/Controlled by THE FLESH/The sinful nature- Who do what they want. CANNOT- Dunamai, as above. PLEASE- Aresko- To please or render service to. Even its intermittent desire to please God is blocked by its inability to do so. 
 Human Good works, religious observances, etc can neither bring man into a right relationship with God, nor enable him to function in that relationship when it's granted by Grace.

Human illustrations may help us to understand the spiritual situation: If the prodigal was becoming a better man in the far country the Father would have been pleased to hear that. But the return and confession was essential to establish a basis of fellowship. Or if a child has hurt his brother and the parent rightly demands an apology to the one injured, THAT must come FIRST, before family fellowship is possible. Until then, while the parent is pleased by any and all attempts to please him, in a sense he is unable to accept them, or take pleasure in them.

8:9-11. THINGS are DIFFERENT FOR us CHRISTIANS

(The position of his readers in view of the general statements made.)

8:9. NOT IN THE FLESH/Controlled by the sinful nature- See 6:19. BUT IN THE SPIRIT- #5:5. This change was made by God when in Grace He Justified - made us right with Himself; and Sanctified - set us apart to be special to Himself and have fellowship with Him. This set us free from having to do what our human nature tells us to do. To continue living to please our Flesh is like living on in an old slum shack when life with God in His Heavenly Palace has been made ours at the cost of Calvary. OR, like a child who has learned to walk, reverting to crawling.

IF THE SPIRIT OF GOD DWELL/Lives- This is the critical point, as in 1 Cor 3:16; Gal 4:6. IN- En. Already resident- not just influencing. God the Holy Spirit is also called here "The Spirit of Christ," because CHRIST-LIKENESS is the theme of the chapter. IF the Spirit of God is in a man EVERYTHING God has provided in Christ is his now and forever - He's Justified, Sanctified, Glorified, 8:28-32. 2 Tim 2:19.

IF NOT- It's ALL, or NOTHING. Those who lack the experience of Jn 1:12-13, Jn 3:5-16, may by their own efforts seem to be successful, even miracle working Christians, but the Lord's verdict is "I NEVER knew you," Mt 7:21-23. So, at times, God's Word challenges each reader - "If the reality is yours, PROVE it BY LIVING IT/ Prove its unreality by finding you CAN'T LIVE IT- and if so, repent, claim the grace of God and make it true." Untested profession, like an unpresented cheque, may be genuine, but we're called to prove it by using it, 2 Pet 1:1-11.

8:10 CHRIST IS IN- En- Already in- Because He has been received Jn 1:12. THE BODY IS DEAD BECAUSE OF SIN- The life/ bodies we received from Adam are under sentence of death, and live out their normal years only because God is patiently giving men the chance to repent, 2 Pet 3:8-9. That life/body is dead spiritually, unable to fellowship with God, Eph 2:1-3; Rom 8:7-8. Those Justified by Faith/ the Grace of God, have confessed this fact, and accepted that they and their body have forfeited all their rights, and are dead in being united to Christ crucified. As Sin is entrenched in the embodied human nature it's now their business to see that the body/ bodily nature is treated as dead, 6:1-14. The whole purpose of His crucifixion and our Conversion was the destruction of sin, 8:6; Heb 9:26.

SPIRIT- #5:5. As this is being contrasted with Body, it's our human spirit, regenerated in union with the Holy Spirit, and so ALIVE TO GOD and to its responsibilities to fellowship with, worship, and serve Him. If God the Holy Spirit is meant, He's in us as the enemy of the Fleshly nature, Gal 5:17. He functions in union with our spirit. BECAUSE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS- See 5:1. The Lord's righteousness - in being made sin for us, and us being given HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS -  RIGHTEOUSNESS that rightly became ours as we received it/ Him, at Conversion. OR Because of= with a view to the RIGHTEOUSNESS that's to be increasingly evident in our lifestyle as the Spirit directs us.

8:11 HIM THAT RAISED UP JESUS FROM THE DEAD- It seems all that HAPPENED to the Lord Jesus as man on earth, as well as all that He DID was in/ by/ through the work of the HOLY SPIRIT. Mt 1:20, 4:1; Heb 9:14, etc.

MORTAL Subject to death- a dead-end living. Our death/ deadness in union with Christ on the Cross is the basis of our new life in Christ, produced by the Life-giving Spirit who raised Christ from the dead. Our sinful nature needn't rule us. God lives in us. All His LOVE, Holiness, Wisdom, Power, is always available to us. What glorious possibilities open before every Believing, saved sinner if only we will submit to the Lord, and take up the role He mapped out for us. If we forget that, and are content to live dull, shabby, worried, disappointed lives, like many in the world around, they'll see no point in becoming Christians like us. Christians content to live as the world lives are like the Match seller in an old poem - "Broken and blind, a shivering bag of bones, against the darkening world he stands, and 'Matches!' 'Matches!' 'Matches!' cries. And yet he holds within his palsied hands enough quick fire to set his world ablaze!" Those matches could light bright lamps, and blazing fires - But no-one looking at him could guess that. Let's never be content with what we know and show of Christ - Let's listen to these verses and take heart to SHINE BRIGHTER.

8:12-13. The OBLIGATIONS of living under 

the Law of the Spirit

(In union with Christ we are DEAD to Sin, Self, and the Law, but this objective fact doesn't automatically and effortlessly produce a Christian lifestyle. Our part, under the Spirit's guidance and in His power, is to express this in our daily choices and decisions.)

8:12-13 THEREFORE BRETHREN/Brothers- #Adelphos- Those born of the same parents, and so sharing characteristics and rights in a common bond. DEBTORS/Obligation TO LIVE AFTER THE FLESH/According to the sinful nature- We must not allow our lives to be controlled by our instinctive reactions, and desires - doing what comes naturally to us, doing what we feel like. Our Great DEBT is to Christ. The awesome greatness of His gift to us, and its cost, demands that we achieve its potential as fully as possible, rather than fritter ourselves away on short-term pleasures.

IF YOU LIVE AFTER THE FLESH/According to the sinful nature YOU DIE.- By refusing to accept Christ and choosing to please self, men continue in Adam's rebellion and make their separation from God permanent, Rev 20:11-15. But this is written to Believers who have been gloriously rescued from that. It says that if we as believers waste our time and energy on pleasing ourselves, all that we do in that way is wiped out in death. A tragic waste of the Grace, wisdom, and power of God, and of our life with its talents in a luke-warm, no witness wishy-washy fog. Moses also set out 'Life and Death' contrasting options Deut 11:26-27, 30:15.

BY/Through THE SPIRIT- #5:5. Nothing SPIRITUAL/in fellowship with God can be done without the Spirit. We can't USE the Spirit, and He won't USE us as a blind tool. The wonder of life in Christ is that in Grace God Almighty joined Himself with us in our innermost core - our spirit - and works with us so gently that we cannot distinguish between our work and His.

MORTIFY/Put to death- Stop your sinful actions as though you were killing them, Col 3:5. We've been MADE DEAD to sin, 6:2. Now we're challenged to demonstrate its reality in our daily living. God won't do it for us. It must be really US that comes to be in the image of the Lord Jesus. We must be allowed to learn to do and be what we can in obedience to the Spirit. We must become Lords of/ exercise dominion over, our own self, 5:17. (God provided deliverance from Egypt - Israel applied the blood, packed up and walked out. He provided Manna - Israel gathered it, and ate it. God drove the Canaanites out of the land - in the measure that Israel did, Ex 23:31, Num 14:6-9, Deut 33:27, Josh 1:3-9.)

THE misDEEDS- Praxis- A doing, transaction, action in progress. The activities and scheming of sinful flesh, self-centredness, and self-assertion - the deeds/ practices that characterise the body of sin. WILL LIVE- Abundantly, In fellowship with the Risen Christ, Jn 10:10.

8:14-17. The JOYFUL REWARDS of those under the Law of the Spirit.

8:14 LED BY THE SPIRIT- #5:5. As God's goodness to men should LEAD them to repentance, 2:4. Not just the spectacular guidance of Great Saints, but the general family atmosphere normal to God's Children growing up. Such leading is there before conversion. But being "Born of the Spirit," involved our co-operating with Him in welcoming Christ into our hearts. Now in us the "Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus" has set us free to follow His leading increasingly as we develop and are trained into becoming responsible members of God's family -increasingly like Him in person/ increasingly involved with Him in His work.

Scripture shows such leading happening to people whose desire and habit was to do His will, walking by Faith, 2 Cor 5:6-10, obeying what they knew of God's Word, and committing their way to Him in prayer. It was AS THEY LOOKED BACK they said with confident assurance and praise "The Lord LED me," Gen 24:26-27. We read little or nothing of their 'FEELING led.' It's so easy to confuse feelings of happy confidence of the "How nice and God-honouring it would be if" wishful thinking variety with the Holy Spirit's leading. We must test all such by the Word of God, which the Spirit had written for that very purpose. As we obey what we know of God's will we'll outgrow childish whims and selfishness, and learn to make a responsible son-like intelligent response of obedience to the deep conviction that has come from Scripture.

SONS- See 5:10. Those who through the Spirit put to death the deeds of the body are led by the Spirit of God and are the sons of God. Separation from Uncleanness is a mark of this Sonship-fellowship with God, 2 Cor 6:17-18. Obedient fellowship with God by His Spirit frees us from Law's supervision and slavish service, Gal 3:26; 4:6; 5:18.

8:15 DID/Have NOT RECEIVEd- Aorist tense so refers to the once-and-for-all being born of the Spirit and baptised by the Spirit, Jn 3:5-8; 1 Cor 12:13, which is the basis of the Believer's present life. BONDAGE/Made you a slave- Obedience to the Spirit doesn't produce a slavish attitude in our attempts to please God, as OT Law did, Gal 3:23-4:11. We all were slaves to sin, Jn 8:34. We are now owned by Christ, but our bond-service is one of sonship, 2 Tim 1:7. We didn't exchange one slave-master for a better one. The Spirit's work doesn't result in FEAR, or anxiety, but the comforting, strengthening assurance of sonship eager for fellowship with the Lord in His work. John Wesley had driven himself tremendously in God's service to no avail. When he received assurance of Salvation through Luther's Commentary on Romans, he said he changed from the attitude of a slave to that of a son.

RECEIVED SPIRIT- #5:5. OF ADOPTION Sonship- Huiothesia- Son Placing. Huios= a son. As Claudius adopted Nero to be his son/ successor. In Roman Law a Father had total power/ possession over his family. Adoption into another family involved ritual sale of son by Birth Father to the adopting Father. This cancelled all his old rights and debts, and placed him totally into the power of his new Father with full rights in his family and made him co-heir with any other sons. At conversion we become God's Children/ Teknon= Born ones. Born of the Spirit, who as the Spirit of adoption unites us with Christ and so makes us sharers of His sonship. He creates in us a sonship attitude of love for God, and confidence in His Love that enables us to exercise our privileges and rights in His family, especially those of growing up and taking responsibility to express that sonship in this life, Matt 5:9, 44-45; 2 Cor 6:17-18; Eph 1:5.

CRY- Krazo- Originally the harsh cry of Ravens. An odd word, worth thinking through. Naturally it's used of the Mob's "Crucify Him." But also of the excited, uninhibited cries of the children in the Temple, Mt 21:15. Here it suggests the excited attempts of small children to claim a Father's attention welcoming him home, confident he'll share their pleasure in being together. Only the Spirit of God in us can give us both the RIGHT to expect a welcome, and the CONFIDENCE to be eager for our Father's fellowship. Self-consciousness and commonsense modify the public display of exuberance as a child grows - or else it becomes exhibitionist self-display. But hesitancy in approaching God is not the mark of true humility. A child's heart of awe and confident acceptance of the wonder of His Loving interest and care, fostered by the Spirit, should lie behind all we say to God privately or publicly.

ABBA- Aramaic word used by young children where we in English say 'Daddy.' It came into wider use, but in the Gemara the Jewish Rabbis forbade its use by servants. FATHER- Ho Pater- Father/My Father. Expresses a more mature intelligent understanding of the relationship than the instinctive/ emotional 'Abba.' Combined they express the love, and intelligent confidence of the child/ son, that the Spirit provides for our spiritual growth. He who is infinitely high, is intimately nigh. The OT proclaimed God as a Father to His people. NT Jews were distancing themselves by avoiding even naming God, preferring to say 'Heaven' etc. By calling God 'Father' Jesus proclaimed an intimate, affectionate, and as man, dependent relationship with God. His Teaching the Disciples to pray "Our Father," welcomed them to this relationship.

To be able to cry Abba Father sums up the whole transformation of Life by the Holy Spirit on the basis of our Justification - we belong to God, and can freely and confidently cry out to God, and are assured of both welcome and assistance. To understand this lays the foundation for us to understand 8:2-4, 14.

8:16 SPIRIT- #5:5. WITNESS/Testifies- Summartureo- to bear witness with. Endorses our inward conviction that we really are the children of God. (Cp. 2:15.) As we read God's Word, pray, sing His praises, and set out to live for Him, the Spirit gives this assurance within us. Not just TO our Spirit – by revealing God and His will to us, but WITH our spirit - taking up our spirit into fellowship with God in His will. Although God Almighty, He works with us so gently we can't usually tell His part from ours, as He stabilizes our emotional instability, and erratic thinking, and redirects them into growth in fruitful, Love, Joy, Peace, and patient Godly living, witnessing, and worshipping. Cp Gal5:22-25. He commends and confirms the promises of God TO us, but equally confirms us in our response to them, so that what we are and become is “US in Christ.”

CHILDREN- Teknon- One born into a family. From Tikto= to bear. It emphasises that the child's nature and being comes from the parents.

OF GOD- Our life is a derived-from-God life with a 'genetic inheritance' received from Him that equips us to live it, 2 Pet 1:3-4. Huios gives the dignity and character of the relationship into which we are born. The Spirit continually witnesses, assuring us we're God's children.

8:17-30 The INDWELLING SPIRIT and the Gift of HOPE

(Our PRESENT life is SUFFERING SONSHIP. The FUTURE we confidently expect is the GLORIOUS SONSHIP of being all God intended man to be.)

8:17 IF CHILDREN- ie Since we are children - see vs 16. HEIRS- Kleronomos- Kleros= A Lot. Nemomai= To possess. So the person to whom property passes when it's shared out. It's not earned wages. God has reserved a position, and possessions appropriate for each Believer, which they'll receive at the Lord's Coming, Rom 4:13, Gal 3:29, 4:7, Titus 3:7. Heb 6:17. This is an awesome and delightful privilege, grand beyond our understanding, or desire. In OT the land of Israel was the inheritance God gave His people.

GOD- Our heirship rests on our relationship with God who has claimed us as His own. He Himself, not just His Gift, is our portion/ inheritance, Ps 73:25, 26, Lam 3:24. Let's not live like orphan paupers.

JOINT HEIRS/Co-heirs- As Isaac and Jacob shared with Abraham in the promises, Heb 11-9, and Ishmael didn't, Gal 4-30. We share in the promises to Abraham etc in fellowship with Christ Himself the true heir. Jn 17 is also relevant - We're His inheritance - He's ours. Enter the joy of your Lord etc. Such rewards aren't arbitrary. God in grace gives us opportunities for fellowship and work with the Lord here and now. As by His Grace we take them up we enjoy increased fellowship with Him, increasing our capacity to share with Him in Glory.

SUFFER WITH HIM/Share His sufferings- Traditional marriage vows included 'For better/ worse' - a reminder that a shared life has both costs and joys. Christ bore on the Cross all the atoning/ redemptive sufferings that made us His. But we suffer the PRESENT consequences of our union with Him in a world that rejects Him, Jn 15:18-20. We're not free to pick and choose what we'll share with Christ - His route to glory is ours, Mk 8:34-38, Heb 12:1-3. It's ALL we have in self, dying in order to enjoy ALL Christ has for us. Suffering not caused by our own folly, can glorify God, 1 Pet 3:8 - 4:19. (Evil faced God with a challenge - the chance to display a quality of His character unseen until then - GRACE. Its display on the Cross added to His Glory. Evil faces us with a challenge. Evil done to us, if we take it up as a Cross, displays His Glory in us.)

GLORIFIED TOGETHER/Share in His glory- Glory is the visible manifestation of the worth-whileness of someone's person, possessions, and actions. God is GLORIFIED when what He is, is witnessed to, and made visible. On earth as man, our Lord's eternal Glory - what He is in Himself - was largely concealed. It will blaze forth at His Coming, together with all that His Love, Wisdom, Grace and Power has accomplished on our behalf which will be displayed IN US. We'll be HIS Glory, He will be OUR Glory, and all that we have come to be by His transforming Grace, and our co-operation, will be our mutual Joy and Glory forever, Jn 17:1-5, 22-24, Eph 3:8-13, 1 Jn 3:1-3, Jude 24, etc.

8:18. SANCTIFICATION/Suffering- at present- GLORIFICATION the GOAL

(Paul patterns a rational positive attitude to this. Cp. 12:1.)

8:18 RECKON/Consider- #6:11. A reasoned decision on the basis of considering all the factors and facts. Paul's present sufferings and humiliations were great enough, 2 Cor 11:23-33; 12:7-10. But knowing the wonder of God's eternal purposes for mankind enabled him to brush them aside as a necessary, but unimportant part of the process, Col 1:24. So should we.

Our once-and-for-all Justification is secure as a Gift of Grace. Our eternal Glorification is certain, 8:30; 1 Pet 1:4-5. But the quantity/ quality of the Glory we can display to God's Glory then, 1 Cor 15:41-43, depends on our willingness to join Paul in ignoring the distraction of current sufferings/ pleasures to concentrate our attention on the Lord Himself, and the course He's mapped out for us, 2 Cor 3:16-4:1, Heb 12:1-3. What WE 'Reckon' - the way we view things now - will determine the Joy and Glory we share with the Lord then, Jude 24.

GLORY- #5:2. REVEALED- Apokalupto- To uncover so as to present the whole truth or situation. Glory is a glorious reality MADE VISIBLE.

IN US- Eis- Into us. Glory, and the Lord of Glory will be revealed TO us. That will be Glory FOR us as will the Glory IN us of reflecting His Glory as we view it, 1 Jn 3:1-3. We're already securely IN/ En, Christ, Col 3:3, because at some point in time we Believed INTO/ Eis Him, Jn 3:16, and He is IN/ En us, because we received Him into our lives, Jn 1:12. Present suffering, and death to self, Gal 2:20 is an essential part of the Glory of Christ-likeness being revealed INTO us now, ready to be made visible then. God does nothing sham, or shoddy.

Genius, and patient effort enables a sculptor to turn clay or marble into a glorious work of art. The material feels no pain/ deserves no credit, for the Glory revealed in it is what the Artist put into it - the Glory is his alone. We feel the pain, submit or rebel, under the Lord’s hand at the process by which He works, enthusiastically seek time with Him or flee His presence, give ourselves to His concerns, or fritter ourselves away on our own. What He does with us now is suffering shared, therefore rightly the glory enjoyed and displayed then is mutual.

All came short, 3:23 of the Glory man was created for, Gen 1:26-27; 1 Cor 11:7. Christ lived as man in the image/ Glory of God, Heb 1:3; Jn 1:14. It's God's goal for us 8:29 to which we're to commit ourselves, 1 Jn 3:1-3; 2 Cor 3:16-18. Finally we'll be, and feel, NORMAL. Jude 24! This prospect of being truly human gives Paul his sense of proportion with regard to his present responsibilities and experiences 2 Cor 4:16- 5:10. His eyes are on His Lord, and His Glory.

8:19-22. CREATION'S present FRUSTRATION is a pointer to GLORY

(The mess Creation's in makes it clear God isn't finished with it yet.)

8:19 EARNEST EXPECTATION/Eager expectation- The Greek word suggests people standing on tip-toe craning their necks in eagerness to get the first glimpse of someone or something - ignoring other things. See Phil 1 20:21; 3:7-21.

CREATURE/Creation- Creation could presumably have unfolded itself into perfection, from its perfect start, Gen 1:31. The rebellion of its intended ruler, 1:28, distorted it and threw it into painful disorder.

WAITETH/waits- To confidently look for, stretch out hands eager to receive something/ someone expected. (It's natural at times to view the world of nature as a person, expressing joy, or sorrow - Isa 55:12-13, etc. OR, in the still tension before a drought-breaking thunderstorm.)

MANIFESTATION/To be revealed- Apokalupsis- Unveiling. See vs 18. THE SONS- Huios- See 5:10; 8:3, 13. OF GOD. Not merely Teknon, born of God, but adult sons taking up the executive positions God created them to fulfil, Gen 1:26. The Lord has already placed us into Sonship. We exercise Sonship as we respond to the Holy Spirit. Our present style of sonship is despised by the world that crucified THE Son. When He returns in Glory we'll be manifested in that Glory, and rule with Him.

Nature and Man are part of the same whole. By living selfishly and ignoring the needs of the world man is wrecking it, and himself. When man rebelled he fell, and dragged down nature with him. When God's purposes triumph for Creation it will be in association with the triumph of God's purposes in man. There's much beauty and awesomeness now, as we live as fallen men in a corrupted world - what it was before the fall we can only imagine. God will undo all the temporary destructive triumph of Satan and Evil, and use it as the dark background against which the glorious triumphs of Redemption will be displayed.

8:20 CREATURE/Creation- As vs 19. MADE SUBJECT/Subjected- Hupotasso- As in 8:7. Aorist so an event with continuing consequences, as Gen 3:17-19. VANITY/Frustration- Mataiotes- Emptiness. (Emphasized in Greek.) Mataios - empty of aim or results, unable to attain its purpose. Used in LXX Ecclesiastes for the pointlessness of the whole round of a life pre-occupied with its own selfish enjoyment, as in 8:5-7. (See also Acts 14:15; 1 Cor 3:20; 15:17; Eph 4:17; Titus 3:9; Jas 1:26; 1 Pet 1:18 and Rom 1:21 - where minds emptied of God produce idols - idols are often referred to as 'Vanities.' To ignore the Creator, His purposes, or sure outcome of life's choices empties thinking, and all else, of any value, Ps 14.) Creation can achieve its goal of glorifying God - only when Man fulfils his glorious role, under God. God made it that way. Each day's work was GOOD. With man in place it became VERY GOOD, Gen 1:31.

BY REASON/The will OF HIM- God. Creation was passive, Satan's purposes were destructive, Adam's ambitious, but God actively over-ruled so that man would find that Godless living was utterly frustrating, with death being the end of all its gains, as summed up in Ecclesiastes. Satan can act only within the will of God, who frustrated his attempt to frustrate God's plans by ensuring that man's rebellion could never be satisfying. God didn't wipe out Creation and start again, didn't nullify the fall, doesn't numb the pain, but allows it with the intent that men distressed by their situation, will cry out for deliverance.

SUBJECTED- See 8:7. IN HOPE- #5:2. The negative situation of life in a fallen world had a positive purpose - God's. He alone could pay the price of bringing it to Glory. Adam and Eve didn't seek, or expect Frustration/ Futility/ Corruption to be the result of their rebellion. They saw it as a short cut to fulfilment and glory. The independence they won was a victory of sorts, but God, according to His nature, ensured that it should be an empty and bitter one. ALL SINS/ Satan's short cuts, ARE. Because life in a fallen world is unsatisfying at best, there is HOPE that men and women will seek to return to God, and so ultimately gain by the long hard road, what God had in mind for them - CHRIST-likeness.

8:21 The HOPE/expectation is.... BECAUSE/That THE CREATURE/Creation itself- As in 8:19. DELIVERED/Liberated FROM BONDAGE- Slavery, as in 8:15. TO CORRUPTION/Decay- What begins when life departs from a body, 1 Cor 15:42, and of the spiritual/ moral effect of giving way to fleshly desires, Gal 6:8; 2 Pet 1:4. etc. All the good of life in this world is subject to this. Even the Great Pyramid was soon worthless to its maker. Slavery and Decay are the opposites of Freedom and Glory.

LIBERTY/Freedom- See 8:2. Creation will be liberated to be, and function as God intended it to, when Man is fitted to head it up. CHILDREN- See vs 16. OF GOD. Of course by then they will be ADULT SONS, but this reminds us that all they will then be, springs from what was in them - unearned and unasked - from being "Born of God," Jn 1:12-13. 

8:22 KNOW- #5:3. To see and know by the exercise of intelligence, grasp with the mind, understand as a result of mental effort. WHOLE CREATION- See Vs 19. GROANETH/Has been groaning. TRAVAILETH TOGETHER/As in the pains of Childbirth- Sunodino- Sun= With. Odino= Travail, experiencing birth pangs - as Paul did figuratively in his efforts to bring the Galatians to Christ likeness, Gal 4:19. It sums up seemingly unbearable shared distress, that must be borne until it achieves its purpose. Life on earth is subject to all sorts of sickness, suffering and abuse - man is not it's shepherd as he should be. When we face life's tragedies we may feel utterly alone, but in fact are part of the whole scheme of things in a fallen world. The Lord Himself stands with, and suffers with, His own, Acts 9:4. AND IT IS NOT POINTLESS. Birth will follow, and sorrow will be swallowed up in joy, Jn 16:21. Only the Godless, like spoiled infants, are free to demand that life be always pleasing to them, and that demand dooms them to slavery, frustration, and self destruction.

UNTIL NOW/Right up to the present time- The birth has not yet occurred, but the groaning caused by life's frustrations proves that it will.

8:23-25. His SPIRIT IN US - a pointer to GLORY

(His invisible presence and work indicate that we will be Glorified, Eph 1:14. The visible fruits of His work confirm this, Gal 5:22.)

8:23 OURSELVES ALSO- Those who like Paul have THE FIRSTFRUITS- Aparche- This may simply mean that Christians already experience the first results of the HOLY SPIRIT'S indwelling and work in us, OR that the Holy Spirit is the Firstfruit, of the inheritance/ blessing of Salvation, from whom all else follows. OR that in our spirits the transformation has begun which will blaze forth in Glory at the Lord's Coming. But it probably refers to the OT Firstfruit offerings. In LXX Aparche is used for Bikkur= Earliest Ripe, Ex 23:16, and Reshith= Chief, Principal part (from Rosh= Head.) Num 18:12; Prov 3:9 - technical terms from the sacrificial system. BOTH are used in "FIRST of the FIRSTFRUITS," Ex 23:19. The firstfruits were the assurance of the harvest to follow BUT GOD'S PEOPLE DIDN'T ENJOY THEM, THEY GAVE THEM UP TO GOD, AND ALL THE REST OF THE HARVEST WAS THEN ENJOYED IN FELLOWSHIP WITH HIM. In a sense our present experience of the Holy Spirit makes our lives a sacrifice given up to God, 12:1, and that involves groaning. The full harvest to come will be totally joy to us in God as a result.

SPIRIT- #5:5 GROAN- Expressing without words inward distress and grief, that may be beyond rational expression. Not collectively as Creation does vs 22, but individually from our own experience. God's Children share the sorrows common to all men in a fallen world, as well as some that come from association with their crucified Lord. But in them all they experience His comforting, strengthening presence, so are fitted to witness to, and demonstrate His love to, others, 2 Cor 1:3-6.

WITHIN OURSELVES/Inwardly- Our inward, heart experience, in regard to ourselves. But what makes us groan needn't cripple, or sour us. Instead, poured out to the Lord, with thankfulness that He's in control, we can rejoice in Him, and live in the peace of His presence, Phil 4:4-9. We're not called to Stoic or Bhuddist indifference, but to be often complaining of the world's evil, or our problems and disappointments dishonours the Lord, and discourages others. Our faces, and conversation should testify to the reality of the Lord's help in all of life.

WAITING- See 8:19. FOR THE/Our ADOPTION as sons- In 8:15 Adoption concerned our inner being/ spirit, that guarantees all will be well in the end. Here it concerns our BODIES, that so largely control our mental and emotional experience. It's grand to be, and noble to live as, God's sons against the pressure of these bodies and natures in this world. But THEN we'll ENJOY ITS TOTAL REALITY IN HIS PRESENCE, Jude 24, etc.

REDEMPTION- Apolutrosis- Apo= From. Lutron= The price of release, ransom. It's used of our deliverance from sin and its penalty through Christ's Atoning Death, Rom 3:24-25. Here it's our liberation from our fallen human BODY and natural selfhood. Salvation is ours - but until we're in our redeemed bodies it can't be fully experienced. Our BODIES are the HUSKS of our lives - but as the means by which we experience this world and those in it, and communicate with them - they're to be used to the full here and now. At His coming they'll be transformed to be like His GLORIOUS BODY and no longer HUMILIATING, Phil 3:20-21.

8:24-25 SAVED- #5:9. Saved already from the penalty of sin, and its power, and challenged to LIVE that way, the Christian, aware of his own weakness, looks steadily to the Lord in  HOPE- #5:2- Confident expectation. Our HOPE is directed TOWARDS God, rests UPON Him, and is securely IN Him, 1 Pet 3:5; Rom 15:12-13. We've had a vivid picture of the problems the Christian faces within Himself, and the present victory in the Spirit. Now we're assured of future total deliverance from the body with its weakness, sickness, and sin-proneness.

PATIENCE/Patiently- #5:3. Active persistence in witness, bearing fruit, etc. and passive endurance of that which must be endured in order to do so. We must patiently wait for freedom from sickness, pain, and death, as well as deliverance from our natural bodily resistance to Godliness, and inclination towards sin. We live and WAIT FOR- 8:19, God's appointed day not in dumb sullenness, but reaching out to the glorious reality which may burst upon us at any moment, Phil 3:20-21; 1 Cor 15:35-58.

8:26-27. The Spirit's caring INTERCESSION - GROANS and GLORY

(God isn't distant - He shares our distresses.)

8:26 THE SPIRIT- #5:5. ITSELF/Himself HELPETH/Helps us- Sunantilambano- To take hold with at the side for assistance. Martha wanted Mary to do this Lk 10:40. The Spirit doesn't take over the responsibility, nor the work. We're no less involved because He is. Rather we're able to do more, because He's working with us. Already we've been assured that the Holy Spirit Gives us life and makes us free. Provides guidance and bears witness that we're God's children. And now we're told that He helps us in our weakness.

INFIRMITIES/Weakness- See 6:19. Our future glory is certain. We're still weak by nature, 8:3, but with the Spirit's unobtrusive power within we're able to come to terms with our weakness, without FEELING triumphantly adequate. Paul thanked God for the sense of desperate need that forced him to seek/ find the power of God, 2 Cor 12:8-10.

KNOW- #5:3. HOW TO PRAY- An example of the Spirit's help. Having brought us to New Birth, He moves us to turn to God in confidence as "Our dear Father," 8:15-16. From that instinctive heart cry the Spirit enables the Believer, in his frail humanity, to develop real continued fellowship with an invisible God of unimaginable character and glory. The 'Weakness' of our 'Flesh' includes a strong objection to coming into God's presence to ask help because that threatens its proud independence, 8:7-8, and it fears God will forbid what it wants. And the Spirit helps us against our strong inclination to turn prayer into asking God to rubber stamp our shopping list, and valuing God according to the extent He delivers the goods. As we read God's Word the Spirit offsets this by drawing our attention to God's promises, provision for our need, and the possibilities they open to us. Even Paul could find the experiences of life bewildering, 2 Cor 12:7-10. The infinite knowledge of the Holy Spirit matches the immensity of our IGNORANCE. All our weaknesses must be faced, relying on His help as we endeavour to pray "in the Spirit," Eph 6:18, so that we can walk in/ be led by the Spirit, 8:14.

SPIRIT MAKETH INTERCESSION/Intercedes FOR US- He intercedes alongside us on our behalf bringing into focus the things which we're unsure of - as an attorney in court might explain the appropriate way to state our case. The Son intercedes with the Father, Heb 2:17-18; 4:14-16; 1 Jn 2:1, at the receiving end of Prayer. The Spirit wrestles in the sanctuary of our hearts, interceding in us, at the transmitting end.

GROANINGS/Groans- See 8:22. Groans express deep feelings, earnest concern, distress - but in themselves do no good. Creation groans. We whose bodies/ natures still function within Creation Groan. We may feel too helpless or hopeless to pray adequately. The indwelling Holy Spirit so identifies Himself with us and shares our distressed concern that He groans in us. His concern is directed positively into taking the up the burden of intercession, on our behalf. He convicts us of needs of which we would otherwise be unaware or indifferent to and with even our vague consent and weak concern He makes a strong case on our behalf.

CANNOT BE UTTERED/Words cannot express- Alaletos- Not spoken, unspoken - and perhaps inexpressible. A= Negative. Laleo= To speak. Not TONGUES, which ARE uttered - Laleo Glossa, 1 Cor 14:2, etc. Nor the groaning under conviction of sin reported in some revivals. But unvoiced groans of deep concern expressed by the Holy Spirit Himself directly to the Father. Or may mean that His concern is so deep it can't be described in words.

8:27 HEARTS- God is interested in and fully aware of all that goes on in us, all that concerns our lives, Mt 10:29-30. We, and the Spirit in us, don't have to try to get the attention of a distant, unconcerned God.

INTERCESSION/Intercedes- As vs 26. FOR- Huper- Literally On behalf of us. Not that He intercedes IN us, BY us, or THROUGH us. It's not something that HE moves US to do. SAINTS- Hagios- Separated to God. Set apart as SPECIAL to God for fellowship with Him in His purpose, by His Grace, and to His glory.

ACCORDING TO/In accordance with GOD- The activity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are interwoven in the same task - our good. The mutual concern of the Spirit as Petitioner/ the Father as Responder is instantaneous, total, needing no verbal expression. 

I'm as inadequate to explain prayer as I am to answer when a toddler asks how the man gets into the Radio and talks to us! It seems to be saying that the Spirit's help involves using our sense of need to bring our hearts and minds into line with God's will to gain that modicum of assent and desire in us that gives God the right to bless us. The desire doesn't have to be rationally understood, emotionally authenticated, and deliberately expressed in well chosen words by us, before God begins to answer it. God knows and answers any desire the Spirit can raise in a man's heart, 1 Sam 16:7; 1 Ki 8:39; Ps 7:9; Prov 15:11; Jer 17:9-10. After years in and out of prison, a man in utter despair vaguely wondered if God could help him. His cell-mate dropped an 'Emmaus' Bible study course on the floor. He picked it up and wrote to me asking for one. After coming to Faith in Christ through such studies he wrote with deep feeling "I think God heard the prayer I didn't make."

8:28-38. The FUTURE GLORY of the Justified is ASSURED

(Any present distress is part of God's eternal co-ordinated Plan.)

8:28 WE KNOW- #5:3. Because God in His Word has stated it clearly in a way that our minds can grasp rationally. Right now there's much we don't understand, but we know our Heavenly Father, 8:14-17 and know that in Sovereign Grace He'll complete His purposes of blessing for us. Our part is to rest ourselves and our wills within His will, thankfully, and respond to the Holy Spirit.

(KJV following the [RT] Manuscripts reads "ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD.." emphasizing that ALL THINGS that happen contribute to the good. NIV following the [Nes] text reads "In all things God works for the good.." emphasizing that it's GOD who makes it that way. To see the truth unchanged by such variations, as well as the enrichment from the difference in emphasis, it is helpful to test the meaning by asking questions such as - 

WHAT DOES IT SAY IS HAPPENING?

THINGS WORK TOGETHER- Interact with each other, and with us. ALL of them, whether pleasant to us or unpleasant. So, it's up to us to respond positively by Faith/ trusting God, avoiding panic, discontent, or paralysis, as Paul had learned to do, 1 Cor 10:12-14; Phil 1:27-30; 2:12-18; 4:4-13; 1 Th 5:15-18. God Almighty is in us, praying and working with us, and whatever our road may be like, at its end is certain Glory. 

(This truth is strong and wholesome medicine, best administered by those such as Paul who have themselves obviously taken it, and benefitted from it, under their own deep trials. The THEORY of it needs to be taught to all BEFORE they face such trials so that they have it ready for use. It's presumption to offer it lightly to, or try to force it down the throats of, those currently in deep distress.)

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE TO WHICH THEY WORK TOGETHER? 

FOR GOOD- Eis= into. Agathos- Good in character and beneficial in effect. Whatever God permits to come into our lives, even if it involves for us distressed groaning and bewilderment, is part of the process designed to produce our eternal, joyful GOOD of Christ-likeness, 8:29. Pain/ distress are bitterly real - but are meant to be to us like the irritating sand grain that the oyster responds to by forming a pearl round it. We daren't tell others who suffer that it's good for them. But, can remind them that all of us, and all our circumstances are in the hands of our Father who's too loving to be unkind, and too wise to err, Ps 103:10-18. If our trouble is our own fault, Micah 7:7-9, Heb 12:1-11 are still true.

FOR WHOSE GOOD? 

Those who LOVE GOD- are responsive to God's love poured into their hearts, 5:5, and know Him as their dear Father, 8:15.

THE CALLED- The CALL is personal, individual, and at cost to the One who called us. Unlike Israel Rom 10:21 they responded when He called. ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE- Prothesis- A setting forth, Pro= Before, Thesis/ Tithemi= To place. "Obtained their PURPOSE," Acts 27:13. Used of the 'Showbread,' Mt 12:4. So, a SET FORTH/ OPENLY DECLARED PURPOSE. God declared it before He created Man, Gen 1:26. Their love for God is a sign of His prior Love and loving calling of them, 5:8-10. They are Chosen and called by His Sovereign act - and have responded to that positively. Their present struggle to live for Christ stands between two certainties - Predestination, and Glorification, 8:30, Rom 9:11.

WHO DESIGNED AND CONTROLS THE WORKING? 

GOD- Whether God was named in Paul's original letter, or His name added later by a Scribe to make Paul's meaning clearer. (Later copies such as used for KJV are longer because scribes did this helpfully.) The Universe in which we live was created by God to function in a MORAL way - we've been made in His image/ likeness with freedom/ responsibility to choose, and in that sense determine what we'll become. What we sow, we reap, Gal 6:7-10. Ultimately those who reject Christ and choose darkness and independence will suffer its bitterness for ever. Those who say "YES" to Christ, will rejoice in the glory of being what God designed and purposed for man. But man's freedom and responsibility operate within the Sovereignty of God Almighty, infinite in Wisdom/ Knowledge, Righteousness, Holiness and Love. Our Lord upholds, keeps in being, and directs the Universe, Gen 50:20; Col 1:15-17; Heb 1:1-2.

Sunshine and rain are unaware of our needs, as are helpful/ harmful bacteria. We and our fellows can be foolish or malicious. Angelic and demonic beings are totally good or totally evil. ALL are under His control, and He uses them to work GOOD for us. (If we refuse the safety of Gal 2:20, we're legitimate targets for temptation - bitter experience should drive us to the Cross for refuge.) Persecution shatters our self confidence. God uses this to drive us to Himself, 2 Cor 12:7-10.

8:29 FOREKNOW- #Proginosko- Pro= before. Ginosko= To know personally/ have fellowship with. To KNOW/ Ginosko God is eternal life, Jn 17:3. I never KNEW you, Mt 7:23. Of course God Knew/ Understood/ Oida from the start what would happen in this world, including the repentance and faith of each believer. But this assures us that He purposefully knew them/ us as persons, and in principle had fellowship with them in what they would be, and their repentance and faith sprang from His intervention in Grace. Us believers are what we are because He is what He is, and He chose to know and love us not only before we knew Him, but before the world was made. The Faith He foreknew was the Faith He generates, Jn 3:3-8; 6:44, 45, 65; Eph 2:8; Phil 1:29; 2 Pet 1:3. (God's FOREKNOWLEDGE implies His ELECTION/ choosing, as in vs 33. Some relevant Scriptures are, Ps 139; Jer 1:5; Acts 2:23; Rom 11:2; Eph 1:4; 1 Pet 1:2; 19-20.)

When oppressed (as at times we need to be) with a realisation of our weakness, folly, and total unworthiness to be God's children, it's a comfort to remember that HE KNEW IT ALL long before He called us and made us His own, AND MADE PROVISION FOR IT ALL IN CHRIST CRUCIFIED. We need not sin, 1 Cor 10:13. In view of our position in Christ we desire not to sin. The new life in us can't sin, and all our Lord's work on our behalf has in view that we shouldn't sin 1 Jn 3:1-10. Yet the fact is that we fall into sin. When we confess our sin our Lord forgives and cleanses us because He bore that sin for us, 1 Jn 1:8-9; Jn 10:14-15, 27-30. God can be trusted to complete what He has begun, Phil 1:6; 2 Tim 1:12. This security gives us the incentive to avoid sin and live to God's glory, 2 Pet 1:2-11.

PREDESTINATE/Predestined- Proorizo- Pro= Before, Horizo= To bound, set a boundary (Horizon.) God's Sovereign will has decreed that human co-operation plays its part, and in love He urges us to put all we can into this rewarding task - as noted elsewhere. But all our Godly hopes, desires, willing, working, peace, and joy float securely on the ocean current of His Sovereign will towards His Goal of our being in the Image of the Son. 

All human history, all things and events in this Creation work together for this goal, accomplished by the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world, Rev 13:8; Eph 1:5-11. Knowing this enables even such a great sufferer as Paul to accept cheerfully the distresses of working towards that assured goal for Himself and others in these fallen bodies/ this fallen world, Rom 8:18; 2 Cor 4:16-5:10.

CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE/Likeness- Eikon- Likeness, image. Something intended to represent and manifest, in a trivial sense in the image on a coin, Mt 22:20, or in an awesome sense, as in this verse. This is happening Spiritually now, 2 Cor 3:18, fully, finally, physically, Phil 3:21, when we see Him as He is, Jn 3:1-3.

FIRSTBORN- Prototokos- Protos= First. Tikto= To Bear. First in time or importance, Ex 4:22; Deut 21:16-17. It's used in Col 1:15 in the ultimate sense of His eternal relationship with the Father, and His creative/ upholding relationship with the universe. In Col 1:18; Rev 1:5 in relation to Resurrection. Here He stoops to pick up the dear homely picture of the awed pride, and triumphant joy of loving parents in their firstborn. The babe is their very own, the fruit of their love. They delight in seeing, or imagining they see reflections of attractive features of their loved partner. And before the harsh realities of parental cares in a fallen world press too hard upon them, they see in their firstborn, the pledge of a whole family to come. It may be as frail and fleeting as a reflection in water, but the glorious reality it echoes is solid and eternal in the One after whom THE WHOLE FAMILY/ all Fatherhood/ Patria is named, Eph 3:15.

BRETHREN/Brothers- Adelphos #8:12- Those born from the same Delphus= womb. There is by grace a moral and spiritual continuity between the Lord and His own, who He lifts up into sonship under His headship, Heb 2:6-18; 1 Cor 15:49; 2 Cor 3:18; Phil 3:21; 2 Pet 1:3-4; 1 Jn 3:2.

8:30 CALLED- See 8:28. The NT often uses CALLED to indicate the way God approaches man, unresponding as in 10:21, or responsive as here. Generally at the time we have little appreciation of the awesome privilege and consequences of our responding, for it's the Lord's Sovereign will that we be free to choose Him freely. It's looking back after our eyes have been opened to see the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ that we realise we've heard God's Creating voice, 2 Cor 4:6, and are moved to wonder, worship, and serve. 

JUSTIFIED- #5:1. Made right in the sight of God and placed in a right relationship with Him, in Christ crucified and risen. GLORIFIED- The reality of Christ-likeness - in the distinctive form that's true to the unique human nature the Lord put into each of us, Ps 139:13-16 will be fully ours at last, and fully shining out in response to His revelation of Himself to us that we've accepted in our present life, 8:17. Of all the millions who hear His call and respond, not one will fail to be glorified, so it's rightly written in the past tense. We certainly may not feel glorious, or be envied by the world around. The Lord never offered His own, present pleasures or possessions that would seem glorious to the world around, but invited them to daily share His Cross on the road to future Glory that is secure in the irresistible purposes of God, Lk 9:23-26.

Paul has written convincingly of the guilt of all mankind in turning away from what they knew of God. The failure of Gentiles to live up to their conscience or Israel to obey the Law proves no-one can make himself right with God, 2:8-3:20. God's answer was the provision of Salvation as a free gift of Grace in Christ, received by Faith. The Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit liberating the Believer from the Law of Sin and Death and commencing a Sonship in him, will bring him to Glory in fulfilment of God's original plan. Paul sums up by asking WHAT SHALL WE SAY TO THESE THINGS/In response to this?- (Jn 20:28 is appropriate!)

8:31 GOD FOR US - WHO AGAINST? Obviously there IS determined powerful opposition, 35-36, but the Creator MUST triumph over the Created. God is on our side IF we're on His side. Grace puts us there when we are justified, but in any specific situation it's a matter of our will being exercised within His will as revealed in Scripture, applied to us by His Spirit - no matter what we feel like, Ps 23:4; 56:9, 11; 118:6, 7, etc.

8:32. SPARED NOT OWN SON. DELIVERED UP- Judas, Mt 26:14-15, Chief Priests and Pilate Mt 27:1-2, 26, in wickedly doing their own will in defiance of God, were unwittingly acting within "The determinate counsel and foreknowledge" of God, Acts 2:23. The physical agony and shame, was the setting of the awesome JUDICIAL action of God in handing over the Son to be the Sin Bearer, cut off from fellowship with the Father because made sin for us, 2 Cor 5:21, as the Lamb of God, Jn 1:29.

WITH HIM FREELY GIVE- Charizomai- To give freely, as an act of Charis= Grace. To bestow a favour unconditionally, to forgive. ALL THINGS- The great ones already spelled out - Justification, reconciliation, sonship and liberating power by the indwelling Spirit, glorification, and all the unnumbered and often unnoticed blessings which will further the doing of God's will in and through us.

The Father foreknew us/everything we'd need to become Christ-like, and gave His Son as the infinite, all-sufficient answer. Christ Himself is the gift that includes all gifts, that ensures that all else works together for good. We can trust and obey HIM therefore in every situation in confident fellowship - not the slavish distance of the Older Brother, Lk 15:29, or the laziness of the wicked servant, Lk 19:20-23.

It's easy in the sorrows of life to grumble "If God loves me why didn't He spare me THIS." We didn't DESERVE to be spared - much is the direct result of our own sin and folly. Christ DID deserve to be spared - He'd done dramatic good, and only good. In the Garden He asked to be spared the cup of the Cross, and cried WHY? in the darkness. God who gave the most costly sacrifice for our good cannot and will not spare us 'sons' anything needed to accomplish that goal for which He gave His own Son.

8:33 WHO SHALL LAY A CHARGE?- As Satan did, Job 1:11. ELECT- Elektos- Picked out, chosen. Ek= from, Lego= to say. "CHOSEN/ Eklego before the foundation of the World," Eph 1:4. The Lord foreknew them, and all about them - No sin could escape His notice.

GOD JUSTIFIETH- #5:1. No-one could be more Holy, righteous, or knowledgeable than God who has made and declared us free of all guilt.

8:34 WHO CONDEMNS?- Katakrino- See 8:3. The Lord Jesus Himself is the only One with the right to judge and condemn men, Jn 5:22; Acts 17:31.

CHRIST JESUS THAT DIED- Bearing all our sins in His body on the Cross, 1 Pet 2:24, taking the condemnation for them - there's none for us 8:1. RISEN AGAIN- In triumph over sin, and Satan, to give us life eternal.

AT RIGHT HAND OF GOD- The place of honour, power, authority, Ps 110:1; Mt 26:64; Mk 14:62; Acts 2:33; 5:31; 7:55, 56; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Pet 3:22. INTERCESSION FOR US- Rom 8:27, Heb 7:25. The only possible condemner is already our Saviour. The Salvation He's provided meets all possible claims against us, Col 2:13-16.

8:35-36 WHO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE- #5:8. OF CHRIST? The LOVE for us Believers that underpins and guarantees that each of us receive Justification, glorification, and all that may come between them. As we look at the BEING of Christ - God the Son - and the Cross which brings to us all God promises as a free gift of Grace, we know that provision is adequate.

But we ARE desperately weak and foolish, easily discouraged, snared, fall into sin, and our faith may fail, Mk 4:37-40; Jn 20:25. Satan is desperately malicious - His human agents seemingly all-powerful - some of Paul's Roman readers would soon be covered with tar and burned to illuminate Nero's night parties, or thrown to the lions. Could Paul call THAT "All things working together for Good?" Wouldn't such things cut them off from the Love of Christ and His loving provision?

Paul sums up ALL possible threats to the Believer - that might attack without/ within and prevent the Justified Christian from becoming the Glorified Christian.

TRIBULATION- Thlipsis- Pressure. Anything that burdens us. Gets us down. From our inner compulsions, unsympathetic family, the world around.

DISTRESS- Stenochoria- Narrowness of place. Stenos= Narrow, Chora= A place, so distress from crushing circumstances, anguish.

PERSECUTION- Diogmos- From Dioko= To put to flight, drive away, to pursue. Authorities like Caesar Nero, or the guy at work who resents our Christianity, and is so 'Out to get us' and make a fool of us.

FAMINE- Starvation. NAKEDNESS- Lack of sufficient clothing, or figurative of helplessness in the face of Enemies.

PERIL- Danger. SWORD- War, violence, or judicial execution, Rom 13:4.

Paul knew what these felt like, 2 Cor 11:23-29. He speaks from experience. 

AS WRITTEN FOR THY SAKE- KILLED- ACCOUNTED SHEEP FOR THE SLAUGHTER-The ancient bitter cry of helplessness of Godly Jews under persecution is just as true of Christians. All of God's loyal servants in any land or age may be called to pay some price for that loyalty. Those that witness for Christ in Moslem countries such as Turkey or Iran, and those refusing to co-operate with terrorists in Peru, or drug dealers in Colombia, still face death in doing so.

8:37 IN ALL.. MORE THAN CONQUERORS- Hupernikaio- To gain an overwhelming, decisive victory. All opposition drives us closer to the Lord who's able to comfort and sustain His people with the joy of fellowship with Him in His suffering rejection, so that they share His TRIUMPH.

THROUGH HIM WHO LOVED US- He brings strength out of weakness, glory out of shame, sweetness out of bitter tragedy. Paul's testimony carries the weight of his experience. It's also the testimony of Believers who suffer in the ordinary affairs of life. A homely, Godly old man told me that years ago when clearing his farm from forest he lay all day with broken limbs crushed helpless under a tree that twisted and fell on him. In response to my sympathy he hesitated, then said quietly he had experienced a sense of fellowship with the Lord nailed helpless to the Cross- so its joy outweighed the suffering. The experience had been a privilege. We're not to SEEK suffering Mt 10:23; Acts 22:25-29, but are assured of His presence if it comes on us, Heb 13:5.

8:38 PERSUADED- Peitho- To be persuaded, come to believe, as a reasoned decision following adequate investigation and experience. Some of the odd items seem to have been technical terms for astrological or occult powers etc which people thought controlled men's fate. If so Paul lists them, not because they really existed outside man's imagination, but because he knew people in the world around were afraid of them, and Christians might be tempted to worry about them or take preventative action. Now that the Western world around us has turned its back on God and the Bible it's again being trapped in such follies and fears.

DEATH- in painful forms. LIFE- in its burdens/ grief, AND allurements. 

ANGELS- Messengers, whether from God, Satan, or a human, as Mt 11:10. PRINCIPALITIES- Arche- Human Magistrates, or Spirit Beings of great power, Col 1:16, etc. The Cross defeated hostile ones, Col 2:15; Eph 1:21, 22a; 1 Pet 3:22. POWERS- Dunamis- Beings with ability power.

THINGS PRESENT- That give us reason for fear, or suffering. THINGS TO COME- Arousing fear and forebodings. What happens today or what may happen tomorrow. 

8:39 HEIGHT- We are so tiny and frail in the face of high powers. DEPTH- Our understanding is so shallow in the face of life's deep mysteries. Or perhaps Height/ Depth, suggest Heaven/ Hell. OTHER CREATURE/Anything else in Creation- See 8:19. This is the key point. Satanic cunning and human folly, in Eden, cut man off from the natural, unbroken enjoyment of God's love, but God's love for mankind remained unbroken/ undefeated. And in due course, according to God's Pre-Creation purpose God's Love was manifested in the Lamb of God who came to take away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29; 3:16; Rev 13:8. The Temptation and rebellion/ fall of Adam was within the purposes of God and provided for as such, but nothing like it can happen again, through anything Satan can do, or we will do - God's whole purpose for us has been spelled out. 

All that is not God is His Creation, and exists in His presence/ under His observation only by His continued action, Col 1:15-17. Even Satan Himself would dissolve into nothingness if for a moment our Lord ceased to will his continued existence. 

God in His Sovereign Will gave everything its existence and function and He has not withdrawn them, Rom 11:29. They continue until the final judgment when all stewardships will be called in, and everything is put to rights in a re-ordered universe, 1 Cor 15:24-28; Col 1:19-20. Whether they rebel and are frustrated, or co-operate and are fulfilled, their actions are over-ruled to fulfil His irresistible will.

SHALL BE ABLE- Dunamai- Have the ability power. TO SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE- #5:8. OF GOD- Father, Son and Holy Spirit - shown in our Salvation.

IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD- God's love which He has shown us/ caused us to experience by means of Christ Jesus our Lord. These chapters 5-8 have dealt with great questions and needs. 

Each of these chapters has this full title Jesus, Christ, Lord, in their final verse because He Himself is the Infinite answer to every possible question and need. 

This verse completes Paul's statement of our present position, by Grace, in the eternal purposes of God. Received and acted on in faith it equips us to face all the challenges life may bring, in such a way as to make them contribute to the Joy and Glory we'll share with the Lord forever, Jude 24. 

The next three chapters on the negative and positive aspects of God's Sovereignty/ human responsibility with regard to Israel's promised Salvation, answer any remaining questions. 

Then 12:1 launches us into a description of the practical life-style appropriate to those who God has justified, and who, by His Grace and enabling, are heading to Glory.

Appendix   I               ADAM & CHRIST

Paul has already made clear that all men are sinners under God's wrath, whose only hope is in Christ Crucified because:- 

Mankind have turned their backs on God, 1:18-32. 

Each individual has chosen to sin against his own conscience, 2:1-16. 

None have obeyed God's Law, 2:17-3:20. 

Now he points to the sources of Sin and Salvation. (Ignoring Satan's part. In Scripture he, demons, etc are shown to be mere background factors. 

Many men, some Godly, have spent time, energy and intellectual ingenuity in interpreting this passage to make it seem 'Fair and Just' to questioning human minds. Their efforts have provided some helpful insights but even the most well-intentioned Theological attempts tend to foster two serious errors - that human experts can state God's Truth more clearly than He has, and that they have to help God - who is infinitely Holy, Righteous, Love - to justify His actions before the minds and consciences of shallow, fickle, and foolish men.

Always we must beware of making God's word more specific than it is, eg hinging everything on Adam's sin OR the individual's sin. Always we must allow for balancing views supported by other Scriptures. And we must not apply truths in ways Scripture does not. (Please check all I've said by going over the Scriptures yourself with the Lord.) We must avoid any conduct, or dogmatic/ provocative statements that put moral or rational stumbling-blocks in the way of those who might come to Christ as offered in the Gospel, 1 Cor 10:32. Or in any way distract their attention to side issues away from Christ. If our preaching suggests men are doomed by Adam's action it will seem unfair to them AND we're misrepresenting Scripture. God's Word makes it clear that what today damns men, is that they've rejected the Redeemer who died for their sins in agony on the Cross, Heb 10:26-31. Our dim sight cannot see how it can be fair to condemn those who have less opportunity to hear and see the Gospel effectively, but that's dealt with in Rom 2.

Christ's Redemptive action is not inherited physically, but must be claimed individually. Adam's rebellious action continues to be inherited physically as long as physical humanity lasts. Sin is not environmentally conditioned - The exclusion of all Satanic influence for 1000 years, and living in a perfect, perfectly governed world leaves mankind eager to rebel at the first opportunity, Rev 20:1-10. Until our bodies/ human natures are redeemed, sin and suffering are the normal experience of all Believers, Rom 8:23-25.

The roles of Adam and Christ have been illustrated by the idea of 'Federal Headship.' This should be useful in a land like Japan, where the Emperor and nation are still viewed as a single entity - the effect of his actions rightly falling on all his people. In our Western culture, shattered by individualism, this is no longer a natural concept. To be helpful it must be handled cautiously, retaining the Biblical emphasis on Individual responsibility towards God in both sin and Salvation.

These illustrations may be helpful:- 

Even in a democracy such as the USA the President's signature on a Law makes it binding on every individual citizen. 

By emigrating to USA and becoming a citizen a man becomes head of a family who are automatically born US citizens. 

In World War II Germany, ALL sinned, and suffered 'In Hitler,' simply because they had been born there at a certain stage of history. 

But, in a few years those US citizens may vote in a new president and new laws. The emigrant's children may return to his homeland, or emigrate elsewhere. The Germans who later faced a War Crimes Tribunal did so not simply because they'd been born in Germany at the wrong time, but for having agreed to being a Nazi Concentration Camp officer, etc. and as such committed crimes of cruelty and injustice. That's the situation in Rev 20:11-15, for those not in the Lamb's book of life.

In a series of similarities and contrasts Paul sets out how that from the ONE disobedient sinful action of the ONE man Adam, sin "abounded" into many forms spreading out to all mankind, bringing death to them all. Then carefully, step by step, in matched statements he shows that from the ONE obedient, Justifying action of the ONE man, Christ, Grace "Superabounded," - more than cancelling the negative effects of Adam's sin, leaving a positive balance of blessing.

THESE STATEMENTS ARE CAREFUL, EXACT PARALLELS

Adam   -    ONE ACTION affecting MANY, in fact ALL mankind.

Christ   -    ONE ACTION affecting MANY, in fact ALL mankind.

But neither doing so automatically by over-riding the Freewill God in His Sovereignty gave to mankind and will not take back, 11:28.

As descendants of Adam every individual man has by choosing to sin ratified Adam's declaration of independence from God, and identified himself with his rebellion, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE MAN CHRIST JESUS.

Christ as man resisted all temptation to act independently, as in Mt 4:1-11; Heb 4:15, etc. and as the sinless Sacrifice had laid on Him the iniquity of ALL who had gone astray, Isa 53:6. As the Lamb of God He has taken away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29. All the sin that had spread from Adam was gathered up and focussed on Him, taken out of the way, and nailed to His Cross, Col 2:14. As a result "All have sinned and come short of the Glory of God," is matched by `"Being justified freely by His Grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus." Rom 3:23-24.

ALL here can't be interpreted to mean that everyone will ultimately enjoy Salvation - that's ruled out by other statements of Paul in 2 Th 1:8-9, etc. OR be understood as meaning that only the saved in Christ are affected by His intervention. The careful parallel between the two sets of statements makes it clear that Christ's action changed the situation of mankind as a whole, as dramatically as it was changed by Adam's sin, giving them an option to be 'In Adam,' or 'In Christ.'

This added an eternal dimension to the Life or Death they choose, Jn 1:12; 15:22-25. Now all mankind face only ONE challenge - God's command to all men everywhere to repent, and accept the one and only Saviour, Acts 4:12; 17:30-31. Those who confess with God that Jesus Christ is Lord, Rom 10:9 disown Adam's rebellion, and disconnect themselves from its effects. Those who fail to take up this universal offer, damn themselves forever.

Appendix   II    -   For any who, like me, find it hard to believe/ obey what God has been saying to us in Chapter 8, yet are willing to hear it again.

CONTINUITY BETWEEN NOW AND THE GLORY

PERSONAL IDENTITY- 1 Cor 15:37-38, The plant is the seed sown, but in a new bodily form, Phil 3:20-21. Paul will be raised as Paul glorified in Christ-likeness. The FORM of our Christ-likeness is unique to each child of God, being the outworking of what He put into us, Ps 139:13-16. Because the plant is the seed sown suggests that the EXTENT of that Christ-likeness in Glory, and His Joy we'll share then, is determined by the extent to which, in this life, we allow Him to take us up into fellowship with Himself, and His purposes, 8:17; 2 Cor 3:18; Gal 6:7-10.

It isn't a case of a stereotype Christ-likeness being imposed on each Believer at the Lord's Coming, so making us all identical/ indistinguishable, OR to which each of us in a different measure conform – we will differ as stars differ in colour and brightness. In God’s purposes each is unique, Ps 139:13-18. What we have grown to be, the degree of intimacy and identification with Christ we have received and accepted, INVISIBLY in this life, will suddenly burst into VISIBLE Glory at His Coming. Our Lord is INFINITE in His Being and Glory. A Billion of Believers, each developed to the limit of their potential Christ-likeness, would be unable in their totality to reflect the fullness of what He is.

Glorifying our Lord eternally by being in His likeness, calls us to use our present opportunities to be: 

USING WHAT WE'VE BEEN GIVEN - Mt 25:20-23; 2 Pet 1:3-11.

SEEING and BEING TRANSFORMED - 2 Cor 3:16-18; 4:14-5:15; 1 Jn 3:1-3.

ABIDING IN/ FELLOWSHIPPING WITH CHRIST - Jn 15:1-17.

SOWING & REAPING - 1 Cor 15:35-44. (What is sown is raised with its individual characteristics glorified.) Gal 6:7-10. (Addressed to Christians who are assured that the eternal life they enjoy will be enriched forever by their present doing of God's will.)

REWARDS RECEIVED - 2 Cor 5:10, will be what we've done here. 1 Cor 3:10-15. The real nature and value of our service will be shown.

IDENTIFICATION FELLOWSHIP WITH THE LORD - Mt 10:32-33, Ashamed/ Confess. Rom 8:17, Suffer/ Reign. Men are saved by Faith alone, and Grace alone, but never by Faith that stands alone producing no changed life - Note the actions that demonstrated Faith, in Heb 11, and see Jas 2:14-26.

Beware of underestimating either the REALITY, or the COST of all this.

THE COST TO GOD.

God is HOLY, RIGHTEOUS, TRUTH - There can be nothing arbitrary, irrational, or underhand in our Salvation. Total WISDOM, LOVE, and POWER alone could achieve it in a manner acceptable to Infinite HOLINESS, RIGHTWOUSNESS, and TRUTH. Total identification of God the Son, with sinful humanity is the price He paid - Heb 2:10-15. He was PERFECTED both as to the ROLE of Saviour that He was to play, and as to the RIGHT He had to play it.

THE COST TO THE REDEEMED

When tempted to whine "Why couldn't God make the Christian life easier? Why couldn’t God make me GOOD and HAPPY without effort on my part? Make me overwhelmingly want to be GOOD? Why is everything so hard, uncertain, such a struggle? "Let's remember that while Mother/ Dad may provide the ideas materials, and skills that go into the making of a child's present for Fathers/ Mothers Day, THE CHILD'S JOY OF GIVING IT DEPENDS ON HAVING ACTUALLY HAD A PART IN ITS MAKING! Instead of complaining of the COST of pleasing our Lord, we should despise the alternative "Shall I give to the Lord that which cost me nothing," 1 Chr 21:24.

But beyond any desire of ours, or lack of it, to be Christ-like, and give pleasure to God at cost to ourselves, is the simple reality of the limitations God has set Himself to work under - He has to be true to Himself. We ARE foreknown, called, predestined to Christ-likeness, justified, glorified, in the purposes of God. The thing is DONE. It WILL BE. But, the steps in this life which are involved in the outworking of God's purpose - each already foreknown to God - are NOT foreknown to US. For us, it's a moment by moment challenge - Will I AT THIS MOMENT conform to the image of the Crucified, Risen Son of God?

All the WISDOM of Omniscience is available if I ask, Jas 1:5 and steadfastly choose to please the Lord, Mt 7:7-13; Lk 11:1-13; Jas 1:6-8. The whole POWER of Omnipotence supports me as I step out in obedient faith to try to do His Will. The whole LOVE of God is with me both to comfort me in any suffering involved, and to reach out through me to make what I do effective. I don't need to call these to come from far away, the HOLY SPIRIT in me, the Breath of my Spiritual Life is GOD. Frail Mortality though I am God FORMED ME for this very purpose - I will be doing what I was made for, fulfilling myself in God. And as I attempt to do God's will, the whole obedient universe will support me in doing so. I will be in step with it, and God is over-ruling it all for the good of making me Christ-like, 8:28.

YET, all this is frustrated in the measure in which I CHOOSE not to be and do what is Christ-like. Infinite Holiness, Righteousness, Truth, requires that I'm not deceived/ tricked, or forced into doing God's Will. Or bribed into it by irrelevant rewards - health, success, etc that would offend God's sense of fair play, or would feed my proud self-righteousness. By His Sovereign gift 11:29 I must in some measure UNDERSTAND what is involved, and in some measure WANT what God wants, in some measure be CHOOSING, and RESPONDING in LOVE, or all I do is empty and worthless, 1 Cor 13:1-3. God does all that He does FREELY. If I'm to be God-like He can't compel me to be God-like!

But the tiniest response at any moment, on any matter, opens doors to growth in Christ-likeness that are out of all proportion to anything you or I may contribute. As in Maths, the tiniest fraction of a number multiplied by infinity is beyond calculation, but zero multiplied by infinity remains zero. Without SOME response, Almighty God is helpless to help the sinner. God, the infinite One works gently in us to make us willingly choose to do his Will, and when we do so choose, He continues to work in us to enable us to do it. Fear and trembling is appropriate to that, Phil 2;12-15. And at the end, He will present us faultless before the presence of His Glory, WITH EXCEEDING JOY! Jude 24. HE will be OUR JOY, and we We'll be His - for ever, and ever.     AMEN!
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INTRODUCTION

In Romans 1 to 8 we have been shown the perverse sinfulness of our natural self (that must be actively reckoned dead until our body is redeemed) outweighed by the glorious realities - Justified, and Set Free by the indwelling Spirit. God's Sovereign Grace provides full and perfect salvation. His purposes in Creation will be fulfilled by our being manifested in Christ-likeness as the sons of God. He over-rules everything that happens to us towards this goal. Nothing can separate us from the love of God expressed on Calvary. 

We are soon to leave the “classroom” – the doctrinal teaching - to tackle the practical handing over our lives completely to this Grace and Will of God as set out in Rom 12-16. But, in His loving wisdom, God treats us as Adult sons and daughters and so takes us aside to show us something of His eternal purposes, consistent righteousness, and faithfulness to His word, that lie behind what may seem to us to be contradictions and failures. And, this emphasises that both Justification and Christian living is by the action of the Sovereign Grace of God, received by faith, and not earned  by WORKS.

To do this we're faced with the protests, doubts and questions natural to fallen humanity. These are dealt with at two levels: a. The situation is clarified by examples and illustrations. These help us to see the problem as it is, and something of the rightness of God's ways, freeing us for a whole-hearted response to 12:1. b. We're reminded we've no right to demand that GOD justify HIS actions to US. Natural human arrogance has no desire or capacity to please God, 8:7-8, 10:21, Heb 3:12. It's unwilling to trust Him or listen to His answers to its questions. It tends to shrug this section off as Paul's Jewish ideas, or "Difficult." See APPENDIX 1.

The Jews crucified their Messiah. The Gospel offered them Salvation on the same terms as Gentiles, in spite of their past privileges. This was resented by Jews who imagined that their Law-keeping should have saved them. Jewish Christians needed to see that what had happened was within the purposes and promises of God. They weren't to try to put the new Gospel wine into the old wine-skins of Judaism, Mt 9:17. Fellow-Jews cut off from God by unbelief could be grafted in. The Church wasn't God's final purpose. The Saviour and Lord of the Church would one day be Messiah and King of National Israel restored to be a blessing to the world.

Gentile Christians needed warning against "Judaising" teaching, as in Galatians. They also needed to be warned that just as self-righteous pride led to the Jews rejecting Christ, and being rejected by God, they also would be tempted to the same sins, and ultimately would be rejected. We ALL need to be shown that God's merciful Purposes were being fulfilled. He's always faithful to His Word.

9:1-29    ISRAEL'S PAST –

 the FAITHFULNESS & SOVEREIGNTY of GOD

(His absolute right to intervene in Mercy, or to harden. See APPENDIX 2.)

9:1-3  How PAUL FEELS ABOUT ISRAEL'S Present Situation

(Although often having to turn from Jews to Gentiles, Acts 13:46-47, his deep heart's concern for their blessing remains.)

9:1  I SAY/Speak THE TRUTH- Aletheia- Truth, adequately revealed - nothing forgotten or unnoticed. A- Not. Letho- to Forget. Lanthano- to Escape Notice. That which is true to the facts. IN CHRIST- Christ IS the TRUTH, Jn 14:6, He knows the truth of everything, and all that He says is truth. Paul functions in union with Christ. What he's saying is truth that flows from Christ through Paul.

MY CONSCIENCE- That by which we know right from wrong. Though largely conditioned by our upbringing in early childhood when we're too young to notice, it's that by which we respond to God and to what we know of His truth. Job's conscience wasn't entirely accurate, but it was useful. 

BEARING WITNESS/Confirming- We appeal to our conscience as an almost independent witness to the rights or wrongs of any matter. SPIRIT- Paul is speaking in conscious fellowship with the Holy Spirit who will confirm its truth in the minds of readers. The whole passage is covered by the triple guarantee - a life purposefully lived in Christ, Jn 15:1-15, a clear conscience, 1 Cor 4:1-4, and in submission to the Holy Spirit, 8:14. These mark a reliable witness, 2 Pet 1:21.

9:2-3 GREAT HEAVINESS/Sorrow CONTINUAL/Unceasing SORROW/ Anguish- Paul didn't view the unbelief and rejection of the Jews coldly as an intellectual problem. To him it was a constant heart pain. Such broken-hearted concern for those who in unbelief are rejecting Christ is appropriate for all Christians as it echoes the Lord's own heart attitude, Mt 23:37. That heart attitude has marked preachers and congregations in past revivals. The lack of such deep heart concern explains the lack of revival in any age. It gave weight to all Paul is saying.

COULD WISH- Euchomai- To pray to God, wish for. ACCURSED/Cursed- Anathema- Outcast, accursed, condemned. LXX uses Anathema for the Hebrew word Cherem- A thing or person devoted to God for destruction as under His curse, OR as a sacrifice to Him for His use alone. It came to mean exclusion from synagogue or Church fellowship. Paul had joyfully given up everything else in order to know Christ as fully as possible, and viewed lightly the distresses which followed, Rom 8:18, 2 Cor 4:6, Phil 3:8-11. The blessedness he'd proclaimed in Rom 8 was his daily experience, Phil 1:21. He had glimpsed the glory of the future, 2 Cor 12:1-6. He was willing to give up all this for the Salvation of his fellow Jews. He's like a shipwrecked sailor, rescued, but eager to leave the safety of the shore to rescue others at the risk of his life, Jn 15:13. 

Like Moses, Ex 32:32, Paul’s love reflects the Love of the Lord who alone could suffer as their Substitute. He gladly suffered to make known the Gospel, Col 1:24-29. He always went FIRST to the Jewish synagogue, and although a Roman citizen, Acts 22:25-29, submitted five times to their synagogue beatings in order to maintain his right to attend synagogues, and speak - risking further beatings for not saying what was approved by the management, 2 Cor 11:23-29. Against all Godly counsel he insisted on going to Jerusalem, even taking part in OT vows and sacrifices, Acts 21, as if to say "Lord I'm risking your disapproval - I've got to - I'll do anything if only I can WIN MY FELLOW JEWS TO YOU!" If Jewish readers understood this it might help them to listen.

MY BRETHREN/Brothers- KINSMEN AFTER THE FLESH/Own Race- By the New Birth Paul has been born into a new family, and into a new family loyalty of a different kind. But his fellow-Jews who rejected Christ were still dear to his heart – they were his own flesh and blood. The use of the words after the Flesh may hint that they viewed the OT and God on the basis of natural birth into a privileged position - the Law, the Temple, etc being matters of self-congratulation and pride.

9:4-5 Jewish PRIVILEGES -  as Displayed in their History

(Paul’s glowing description of these may help Jews face the truth proclaimed.)

9:4-5  ISRAELITES- A title of dignity, used of the nation as God's chosen people and as enjoying spiritual privileges. (It was foreigners who called them "Jews.") But it gave no excuse for racial pride, or complacent superiority. In themselves they were “Jacob,” and at their wits' end, when God in Grace granted them the status of being “Israel.” And Jacob limped in conscious weakness when he stepped out to live up to his new name, Gen 32. God made it quite clear that Israel had been chosen in sovereign grace so that He could show what He could do with such nonentities, Deut 7:6-8. All they had received from God was a gift from His mercy. To forget that would bring disaster, Deut 8:6-20, 26:1-19.

THE ADOPTION- The position of being a son given to one not born to it. (Although in Roman custom it was the granting of adult status to one’s own sons, or occasionally other lads.) In 8:15 the word is used of Believers being placed in a privileged relationship with God which they are to live up to. Here it is used of God in mercy taking up the Jewish slaves in Egypt and proclaiming "Israel is my Firstborn" Ex 4:22. (Hinting they were the start of a FAMILY of nations? Cp 4:16-18; Gen 17:4-5.) God chose them to BE special - not because they WERE special, Deu 7:6-7. A reminder that God's fatherly dealings with Israel were by Grace - not a status they achieved by effort.

Divine GLORY- Doxa- Visible glory. From Dokeo- to seem. The word is used of the bright cloud of God's visible presence, Ex 16:7-10; Lev 9:23-24. But is also used of the Glory of His Being, Nature, and Acts in Creation and Redemption that were revealed to them, and in His dealings with them, and recorded by them for our blessing down to this day.

COVENANTS- Diatheke - A disposition of property by will. A contract. The LXX uses Diatheke for Berith- a sworn covenant binding both parties as in Gen 15:18; 17:1-4; Ex 2:24, 19:5, 24:1-8; Deu 29:1-29; 2 Sam 23:5; Ps 89:3-4, 28-29. God's Covenants guaranteed that Israel would be His people, that they would possess their land, be Priests, and later guaranteed Kingship for David's family, etc IF they obeyed His Laws. But if not the OLD covenant brought a curse, Gal 3:10. They were promised a NEW COVENANT for them to claim by Faith - God's law to be in their hearts, their sins to be forgiven and forgotten, and, finally, an expanded city of Jerusalem, Jer 31:31-40.

THE LAW- Ex 19, 20 etc. The whole body of God-given law. The Law given at Sinai provides a sound basis of LAW and Morality that is still affecting most of the world. SERVICE OF GOD/Temple worship- Including the sacrificial system, appointed by God Himself, and pointing forward to the sacrifice of Christ as the Lamb of God Jn 1:29. 

PROMISES- #Epangelia- Primarily a LAW term - a summons, or a legally binding undertaking to do or give something. The word is used of the general promises to Abraham, and the later specific promises regarding the Messiah and the blessings He would bring, as formally proclaimed and legally binding. God in His Word solemnly guarantees what He will do, will be and give - and these were unconditional, Gal 3:13-18. FATHERS/Patriarchs- Abraham, Isaac, Jacob.. and all the spiritual heroes of OT history, as summed up in Heb 11. 

CHRIST- He is the last element in the series, and His coming gave point and value to them all. His coming tested Israel’s use of the rest of God's gifts. All SEEMED going well until the rejection of Christ proved they were using God's provision in a way that abused it by making Christ unnecessary, Gal 1:21, and unwelcome in His own things, Jn 1:11. Israel was the chosen agent of God's Saving blessings. Abraham was THE Jew from which every promise and blessing branched out. Jesus was the Jew in which they all came together. In rejecting Him they cut themselves off from all God's gifts. 

WHO IS GOD- The meaning of this statement isn't 100% clear. Some say it's a plainer statement that Jesus is God than Paul makes elsewhere so they choose to translate it as "May God...." That it COULD rightly be understood as meaning that Jesus is God is a strong testimony to the fact that He is God. Reasons for translating this as saying Jesus is God are:

a. Grammatical- The only possible subject of the sentence is CHRIST So, Blessed be Christ who is God.... is grammatically correct.

b. Logical- Paul is making a direct contrast between "Jesus is a Jew" (according to the flesh) "Jesus is God." (in His Person.)

c. Stylistic- If God the Father was meant, the word Blessed should BEGIN the doxology and the form should fit the general pattern of doxologies to God in LXX and NT - Eulogetos/ Eulogemenos ho Theos. This doesn't follow that pattern. Paul's doxologies of Praise to the Father always flow on naturally from the preceding text with no break - this doesn't.

d. While this may be a more direct and full statement of the Deity of Christ than Paul makes elsewhere he makes it obvious that Christ is God in Phil 2:6-11; Col 2:9; 2 Th 1:12; Titus 2:13.

9:6-13. God's WORD Hasn't Failed – His Promises were Selective

(Always God's blessings were granted at His sovereign choice - a minority only of Abraham's descendants received and enjoyed them.)

9:6  WORD OF GOD/God's word- His Creative, sustaining word. His intention which He declared in the OT. His revelation of Himself to them centred on the special position promised them as His people. TAKEN NONE EFFECT/Failed- Ekpipto- This word is used in the LXX of grass or flowers fading and falling. Paul is asking whether what God promised withered and died?

NOT ALL ISRAEL- Not all those in the nation of Israel, are the spiritually elect Israel. Mechanical factors - common race, culture, or country determine what NATION people belong to. NATIONAL VISIBLE ISRAEL were descended physically from Abraham, they shared Israelite religion and culture, and they lived in the land of Israel. They enjoyed the outward, material advantages of a God-given land, a God-given religion that freed them from superstition, and it enhanced the moral sensibilities of their cultural setting. They were the sphere of God's saving activity, and generation by generation some responded and became the TRUE, SPIRITUAL, INVISIBLE ISRAEL to whom all God's promises were made, and in whom they were fulfilled. Membership in that TRUE Israel wasn't determined by mechanical factors. The members were generated within National Israel by God who chose them to be His own, and knew who they were. cp.  2:28-29, Gal 4:29, 6:15-16. 

The true Israel, spiritually descended from Abraham were always a sub-set of National Israel descended physically from Abraham. When this NATIONAL ISRAEL rejected and cast out their Messiah and the SPIRITUAL ISRAEL that were loyal to Him they became an empty husk which forfeited all claim on even the physical blessings, such as living in the promised Land.

9:7  SEED/Descendants- #Sperma- From Speiro- to sow. The thought here is that Abraham's descendants were like the seed scattered broadcast by a farmer. There would be no harvest without the scattering of seed, but not every grain sown would grow, and produce a harvest - see Mt 13. Although they boasted that they were descended from Abraham, the Jews lacked the close connection with Abraham suggested by the word children - those reared in his family. Cp Jn 8:33-39.

CHILDREN- Teknon- Child. From Tikto- to bear. The word emphasises the fact that the child’s life came from the Parent, and the genetic inheritance the child received. Birth requires close personal involvement. CALLED/reckoned- #Kaleo- To call, be called, call someone with a purpose in view. Used often of the Call God makes in the Gospel.

SEED- Sperma- Here used of "Seed" in the sense of that which ensures a future harvest - as in The Seed, Christ, Gal 3:16. Only in Him can anyone inherit the blessings promised to Abraham.

9:8  CHILDREN OF FLESH/natural- Born in the ordinary course of nature as Ishmael was, Gal 4:21-31. These words hint that Ishmael, and the Christ-rejecting Jews were descended from Abraham as to their human nature, but didn't share Abraham's spiritual life and concerns.

CHILDREN- #9:7. OF PROMISE- #9:4. The true children of Abraham are those born, as Isaac was, through obedient Faith in God's promise. Paul makes explicit what was implicit in the promises - God in saving SOME Jews has done precisely what He promised to do. COUNTED/regarded as- Logizomai- To think, reckon, calculate. The mental processes by which we come to terms with what we see, hear, etc. and make a reasoned decision. God is FREE to create righteousness by COUNTING it to be so, Rom 4:3; annul sin Rom 4:6, 8; raise up children to Abraham from "stones," Mt 3:9. By the Gospel, God calls spiritually dead people – spiritually as lifeless as stones - to life, Eph 2:1-10. And God has the right to determine who are the SEED of his Creative Promise - Ishmael had as much of Abraham's blood and genetic inheritance as Isaac,  but Isaac was the child fulfilling an impossible promise. God CHOSE Abraham, rejecting the rest of the world, then chose Isaac.

9:9  AT THIS TIME- Kairos- The right or appropriate season, OR this time next year. Paul combines Gen 18:10, 14. WILL I COME/return. SARAH SHALL/will HAVE A SON- Huios- A baby boy who would grow up. The PROMISE was made specifically to Sarah's son ISAAC - the son born by God's intervention, when obedient faith laid hold on His promise, Gen 21:1-2, Rom 4:18-24. Similarly being born into an Israelite family didn't automatically qualify anyone for God's promises. Obedient faith in God's promises marks the elect out. In Israel when Christ came, or today, that involves receiving Christ, Jn 1:11-13, being born into God's family to inherit the good of the promises. God's WORD never fails, but each generation that grows up hearing God’s Word taught, unless they personally claim the promises for themselves, Drift Away from them, and receive their just punishment for ignoring so great a  Salvation, Heb 2:1-4)

10:10-12  REBECCA CONCEIVED BY ONE- OR conceived both her sons at one time by one man, our father Isaac. Esau and Jacob had the same Father, Mother, time of conception, and foetal life. This sharpened the point made with Isaac and Ishmael who had different mothers – that children who have Godly parents don’t automatically become Godly. 

NOT BORN.. DONE ANY GOOD OR EVIL.. PURPOSE- Prothesis- An announced or demonstrated purpose, setting forth. Pro- Before. Tithemi- to Set or place. Obtained their PURPOSE, Acts 27:13. By announcing His choice to Rebekah BEFORE their birth God made it as clear as possible that the promises operated on the basis of His elective choice alone. He chose Jacob with no possible reason for doing so that any man could know, and the choice was totally independent of any human effort being made to get themselves chosen. (If WE had known what they'd grow up to be we'd probably have rejected BOTH of them!) This elective purpose applies to the election of Israel as a Nation within which the individuals who formed the elected true Israel were generated, 9:6. It applies also to His election of all those who He foreknew, justified, glorified, in Christ, 8:29-30. God's choosing Jacob, not Esau, automatically affected their progeny, but equally God deals with Israel, the descendants of Jacob on the same sovereign-grace, elective principle - so that some like Paul and Peter are chosen, some like Judas, and Caiaphas are not. See APPENDIX 2.

Christ was THE full and final heir of the promise - then ALL those in Christ. His genealogy in Mt 1 also shows God’s electing grace – the list of Christ’s ancestors consists largely of nonentities, or flawed people with no obvious right to be chosen for the honour. God is free to choose as He wishes. He chose the Jews, and warned others against despising them, Gen 12:3.

THE ELECTION- Ekloge- A picking out or choosing, selection. The act of choosing. OR That which is chosen, the chosen ones. MIGHT STAND- Present tense- abiding condition. The use of the present tense indicates the immutability of God's election. NOT OF WORKS- #Ergon- Deed, doing, work. From Ergo- To work. 

CALLETH/Calls- #9:7. Their being elected and called was His choice, not determined by or based on WORKS. The blessings enjoyed by the Jews, and the promises made to them were not EARNED by their works or by their virtues beforehand. Nor were they chosen in view of the works that they would do as a result of their being chosen. 

SERVE- Douleuo- To serve as a slave. Of course Esau's freely chosen action showed how little he valued the birthright, but God had already chosen unknown to him. This doesn't concern individual salvation - It's two NATIONS, who coming from the one womb, will be separated by God into different contrasting destinies. The Law, prophets, and Jesus will grow out of Israel, not Edom.

9:13  JACOB LOVED- Agapao- To love unselfishly, sacrificially, Jn 3:16. ESAU HATED- Miseo- To reject, love less, hate. Mal 1:2 follows Hebrew idiom - extreme contrast to emphasize the elected / rejected theme. It doesn't mean individual Edomites can't be saved, OR all Israelites will be saved. God hates what evil men represent, but there's no pettiness, or malice - God's hatred is as holy and righteous as His love. Jacob and Esau were never told this - it's part of God's last OT message to Israel, Mal 1:2-3, urging them to consider that He had chosen THEM for His purposes and so they should respond to God's love. 

    How did God show his "hatred" for ESAU? By leaving him undisciplined, Heb 12:8, letting him run wild and free. No doubt it was all Esau would take from God. The only BLESSING worldly-minded men want from God, is to be left alone to do what they wish and be successful at it. God showed His love to Jacob by a long, painful process of discipline - LOVE that Esau had no desire for. At the end, Jacob was a man of God. God's love for us is also not without pain - to HIM Rom 8:32, and to us, 8:12-18:Heb 12:5-13.

9:14-29  God CHOOSES who He will Bless – Is that Unrighteous?

(To demand that God act solely in Righteousness is to demand that He condemn all mankind for their sinful choices and actions, 3:23. He acts in infinite Love AND in infinite  righteousness, always intervening in MERCY to save SOME sinners, with the incidental side-effect of hardening those who resist His merciful purposes, Jn 5:39-40. If we walked among Beggars in Calcutta we also might choose in Mercy to give to SOME. 

We can't know WHY God chooses as He does. We do know that He can't intervene in any way that's out of character. And having given mankind the right to choose, He accepts men's choices, in the end, as FINAL, Mt 23:37-38. Christ's, death and the WHOSOEVER offer does nothing for those who refuse its light, Jn 3:16-21. They'll receive Justice, Rev 20:12.)

9:14-16   God in Mercy Decides Who will be Blessed

9:14-15  WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN? Paul uses this expression when he wants to clear up any possible misunderstanding of what he's said. He grasps the nettle and says "This might seem as if.. But it's not so..” - and gives a Biblical, rational basis for the right meaning.

UNRIGHTEOUSNESS/unjust- Paul has shown that God has been faithful to His covenant in not blessing all the Jewish race. Now he deals with the question of God's JUSTICE and RIGHTEOUSNESS in so doing. GOD FORBID/Not at all- (The Greek doesn't mention God.) That God might be unjust is an intolerable thought. His dealings in sovereign Grace are a GLORY TO BE PROCLAIMED, not a shame to be concealed. Even our highest ideas of Justice are only a weak, pale reflection of what God is and does.

MERCY- Kindness shown in meeting the NEED of those with no right to expect it- God's rich in it, Eph 2:4. (The OT uses the word "Mercy." NT usually uses the word "Grace.") All people have condemned themselves by choosing to live in unbelief and sin, and have the right to demand their wages- the death which is separation from God forever, 6:23; Mt 23;41. God in Justice can't refuse if they insist on refusing His loving offer, Mt 23:36-37, but chooses in Mercy to offer Salvation to all. In sovereign grace-mercy He blesses the chosen, at no loss to the rest. The original Greek makes clear that God's sole WILL and PURPOSE is a MERCIFUL one. To show mercy can't be UNJUST. Justice gives men what they deserve. Mercy-Grace withholds what they deserve – condemnation and death, to give them something that they could never deserve - Eternal life. As God is RIGHTEOUS His nature demands Justice. As a God of Mercy His nature delights in showing Mercy. Men can neither earn, nor in any way control God's Mercy. He alone can balance the claims of Justice and Mercy. Our attitude towards the unsaved mustn't be antagonism, indifference, or fear. God shows MERCY to us, with a view to our receiving eternal life. We're to reflect that mercy towards everyone, for the same purpose. 

COMPASSION- Oikteiro- To have pity on, a feeling of distress at the ills and distresses of others. The Greek word comes from Oikos – Household, family, so it means Household or family compassion. Cp 2 Cor 1:3-5.

9:16. SO THEN- As a logical inference from the Scriptures quoted. WILLETH/man's desire- #Thelo- To will. Usually a natural inclination - what someone felt like doing, rather than a deliberate decision. RUNNETH/effort- An earnest and enthusiastic action, as in 9::31. MERCY- #9:15. A man's destiny isn't determined simply by his choice, or exertions. His will IS involved in his Salvation - the Gospel offer is directed at his will, Rev 22:17. A certain amount of spiritual earnestness is essential, Lk 13:24. But EVERYTHING IN SALVATION BEGINS IN GOD - what we do is in response to Him and His working. He works IN us to enable us to will and choose His will, and to enable us to do His will, so we've a solemn and joyful responsibility to co-operate, Phil 2:12-13. We ARE to run the race, not that salvation depends on it, but because our responsive love makes us desire to please the God who chose us in Love and Grace, 1 Cor 9:24-26; Gal 5:7; Phil 2:16, 3:12. God's intervention is a positive exercise of Mercy at His own discretion, not subject to the approval of anyone else.

Does this seem unnatural? We see all around us BIRDS FLYING, FISH SWIMMING, etc. None of them originated those abilities by their will or effort. God put into birds both the desire to fly and the ability to fly as part of the life He gave them. Of course they responded, and with parental help the young birds "WORKED OUT how to fly WITH FEAR AND TREMBLING." Cp Phil 2:12-13. We're born of God by receiving Christ, Jn 1:12-13, yet we are left responsible to deliberately cast ourselves on His grace, and do something as miraculous as flying - live by obedient faith - as in Rom 12:1; Gal 5:16-18, 22-25; 6:7-10.

9:17-18  God's Mercy on Some, Involves the Hardening of Others

(God's sovereign right to choose is exercised both in the triumph of mercy in some lives, and in the hardening of others, as they respond to Him and His actions in working out His total purposes.)

9:17  Says- Lego Gar- Using Gar shows that Paul presents God's dealing with Pharaoh that hardened Pharaoh ALONGSIDE His word to Moses about His mercy - rather than in contrast with it. Hardening is associated with God's intervening in Mercy, not an equal intervention in its own right. God doesn’t harden people because He enjoys doing so, or wishes to do so. That God deals with EVERYONE in Mercy, means that those who refuse His mercy are hardened by it, Ezek 33:10-11. 

I RAISED YOU UP- Exegeiro- Ek- Out of. Egeiro- To lift up. God lifted him up to the position of being King of Egypt, and He did so for His purpose. There's no suggestion that he was doomed from birth, in fact the LXX has Dieterethes- Preserved from being destroyed by Judgmental action - God was patient with him. He might have been only a bullying minor prince, but God over-ruled the palace politics so that this son got the top job. Chosen perhaps as artists select colours - dark ones as well as bright. He had every earthly privilege as God-King of Egypt with unrestrained freedom to be and do what he chose. He chose to be cruel, deceitful, and stubborn, in spite of God's frequent revelations of His will and power. He was a perfect foil to set off the character of God. Even God and Jeremiah couldn't do much with a Jellyfish like King Zedekiah! But a conceited, confrontationist like Jezebel, Nebuchadnezzar or Pharaoh could be relied on to give God the right to act visibly, and righteously against them. Pharaoh was a NEWSWORTHY opponent - Forty years later Rahab said "We're afraid, we know what the Lord did at the Red Sea," Josh 2:10.

POWER- Dunamis- God showed His POWER in His dealings with Pharaoh – Pharaoh was perhaps the greatest power on earth at that time. God's Dunamis is usually His SAVING POWER, as in 1 Cor 1:18; 2:5; Eph 1:19; 3:20, etc. Pharaoh's stubborn, persistent opposition served as the background against which God revealed, step by step God’s POWER TO SAVE ISRAEL!

DECLARED MY NAME- The NAME "William the Conqueror" tells us something of the character and role of that man. God revealed Himself to the world as the God of Israel, with Redemptive Love for His people, and His power to fulfil His purposes against all opposition. The dramatic conflict with Pharaoh meant that many people had heard of God – and they learned that it is important, and worthwhile, to please Him. Pharaoh - existed for God's ends, not his own, as we all do. Without his persistent opposition the Exodus would have been almost unnoticed! The form the Exodus took moulded the form of Israel's existence. In due time it was part of the context of the mighty deliverance of Calvary. The resurrection of JESUS declared Him to be LORD and CHRIST, Acts 2:36. His threefold "NAME" reveals much of the Nature, Role, and Purposes of God. Those who stubbornly opposed and crucified Him followed in the steps of Pharaoh, but God's Sovereign Mercy over-ruled so that Christ Crucified is the basis of all Salvation.

9:18  HARDENS- This isn't saying God deals willfully with people so that they don't have a chance. As He is GOD, He has the right to choose which people He will show mercy to, and which people He will harden. In choosing, He always acts according to His Nature in Sovereign Mercy, Wisdom, Justice, etc. As Scripture records, Pharaoh freely CHOSE to harden his own heart and defy God and God's revealed will. Pharaoh’s hardening his heart happened within the purpose and will of God. And that purpose and will preceded Pharaoh’s action, and over-ruled it to achieve God's purposes. Hardening IS the result of sin. But as in 1:24, 26, 28, it's also a judicial action - God gives men over to it.

    God as Creator and Sovereign of the Universe takes ultimate responsibility for everything that happens in the universe - no matter whether the agents are serving Him faithfully or are in violent malicious rebellion against Him. God's action in creating the universe with its characteristics, and the way He chose to deal with Sin in the person of His Son who bore our sin in love for us, lies behind all that happens in the world - good, or evil, Isa 45:6-8. God's patient Mercy that's still saving souls, involves inevitably the continuance of a world in which to God's sorrow, and in spite of His desire, men are hardened and perish, 2 Pet 3:9.

    HOW DID GOD HARDEN PHARAOH? By being gentle and patient with him! If God had sent an angel with the message, and vaporized the Great Pyramid as a sign, Pharaoh would have crumpled and pretended to be good. Instead God stood far enough back for Pharaoh to be himself, feel big, important, and free to act. He was faced with an elderly shepherd, and at first smaller miracles – miracles that Pharaoh’s servants appeared to be able to do, Ex 7:8-13, 20-22. Pharaoh felt free to harden his own heart, and to sneer "I don't know your Lord - I won't listen to him," Ex 5:1-2. Time and again God hardened Pharaoh by giving him the chance to let Israel go - and Pharaoh chose not to, giving God at last the right to punish him dramatically. God reserves the right to act in this way.

    Our Lord hardened Judas and softened Peter by the same treatment - Truth spoken, Love shown, gifts given and exercised, patiently day in and day out. Judas was able to harden himself to smile in the face of Jesus while pilfering more and more, until he felt free to betray his Lord for money, and kiss him publicly so the soldiers knew who to take! The sun that melts ice, hardens clay. 
 God's mercy breaks some hearts/ hardens others. If we got an electric shock every time we failed to obey we'd learn fast, but that's not God's way. He wants us to choose to respond in love to His love, Ps 32:8-9. Men treasure up wrath by ignoring the Saviour and His Word, 2:4-6. Believers who fail to respond TODAY to His voice are HARDENING their hearts against Him, Heb 3 and 4.

9:19-24 The Rightness of God’s Interventions - in Wrath & in Mercy

(Man has neither the right nor the ability to evaluate God's action.)

9:19  WHY FIND FAULT/blame? WHO RESISTED/resists HIS WILL- Boulemai-To will deliberately - a stronger word than Thelo, used in 9:16. Obviously Pharaoh and men in general deliberately choose to use their God-given free-will to fight back against God's expressed wishes. They don't sin as puppets. God DESIRES- Thelo that ALL men should be saved, 1 Tim 2:4. Our Lord WISHED- Thelo to gather the people of Jerusalem under His sheltering wing, but in spite of all He could do they persistently WISHED- Thelo not to come, Mt 23:37.

    God doesn't WILL AND DECREE- Boulemai the death of any man but that they should repent and escape destruction, Ezek 18:23, 32; 33:11, 2 Pet 3:9. But it's HIS WILL AND DECREE that men be free to choose, and He doesn't take back the gift of freewill from those who persist in choosing to use it to defy Him, 11:29. God in infinite wisdom and mercy over-ruled so that the ultimate outcome was in many ways better than if Pharaoh had quietly done God's revealed will. It was also by "The Determinate Counsel/ Boulemai and Foreknowledge of God that Christ was Crucified for our Salvation, but the "Wicked hands" that chose to sin in that way, are under God's Judgement for their action. God is God. He will always have the last word. Man WILL Glorify God in one way or another. It's God's desire that man should glorify God by enjoying His mercy forever.

9:20  WHO Are you?- This isn't a sneer - only the inadequate sneer. God gave people intelligence, so He EXPECTS us to ask questions and struggle to grasp the little we can of His Being and Work. God is patient with real questions Jas 1:5, and human distress. If an infant of ours is overtired, distressed enough to scream and strike out against us, we hold it with firm kindness, put it to bed, or do for it what else it needs. God is certainly not less firm or kind in the face of a Job cursing the day he was born, Job 3:1-10, or a Jeremiah protesting that God has used him for target practice, Lam 3:12-13. God obviously appreciated young Gideon's protest If the Lord is with us why…? Jud 6:13. 

But God has no answers for the spoilt child's "Why?" that slanders God, shows a defiant spirit and wants to make GOD answerable to man, or call the ALMIGHTY to heel as we would our dog. e.g. Oral Roberts wrote in one of his books "God must heal EVERYBODY. He healed me, and if He wouldn't heal my son, I WOULDN'T HAVE A GOD LIKE THAT!" That such an arrogant spirit is natural to us is why God must issue the challenge "WHO ARE YOU to demand that God should justify His actions to you?" Below are listed five ways in which man is obviously not qualified to argue with God:-

a. POWER- Man is part of God's Creation, and a weak part at that. If a man pits his strength defiantly against an earthquake, hurricane, or tsunami he isn't being heroic. If he throws stones or spits upwards against God, we know on whom they will land.

b. WISDOM and KNOWLEDGE- A wartime cartoon showed a goofy looking G.I. saying to another as they face a heap of potatoes "What's the use of all them intelligence tests if you end up peeling spuds!" Man is as unfitted to criticise the way God runs the universe as they were to criticise the army system.

c. MORAL SENSE OF RIGHT AND WRONG- Our human moral sense of right and wrong is totally derived from God our Creator, and since the Fall it has faded and been distorted.

d. GOODNESS- What man has done to himself, to others, and to his world, shows us that we're not in a position to judge God.

e. LOVE- Any protest should be hushed when we remember that it's against the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave His Son, and the Son who gave Himself, as the Good Shepherd for us the sheep.

    God has stated who He is, and what He does. In doing so He's not submitting Himself to us for our approval or direction. If a man finds sunrise ten minutes late by his watch - Does he adjust the sun? or his watch? If he finds a statement in God's Word which doesn't fit his ideas - Which does he adjust? In witnessing for the Lord we will meet people who say in effect "OK. I'll spare one minute to hear what God has to offer me, and see if I approve." Or, "God is love, if I love people I make them happy, if He loves me He'll make me happy - suits me!" They may even say  "I'm not happy with this world, so I can’t believe that there can be a God!" All that's available to any man, all that is POSSIBLE for us, is some glimpses, from different angles, of the vastness and glory of God. Only a humble teachable spirit will enable us to take in these hints and understand something of God’s work and His will. If we do, they'll move us to wonder, worship, and praise both HIM and all His ways. As we tackle the hard questions and problems of life we need to pause for a little to stretch our minds by recalling who God is, and the glorious rainbow qualities of His Being that make up the white light of truth.

   The best human wisdom and human sense of justice, in the best of us at our best moments, is a broken, disconnected, fragment of the image of God in man. Only in the measure that it's plugged into, and synchronized with the Word of God, in someone indwelt by and submissive to the Spirit of God, is our conscience trustworthy. The "Natural man cannot understand and will not accept" the truth of God, and we listen to human criticisms of God at our soul's peril, 1 Cor 2:11-16.

9:21  POWER/The right- #Exousia- Authority power. From Exesti- it is lawful. Freedom to act, and the authority for the action, the right to exercise power because of Who and What He is. If the potter left the clay alone to be itself it would be worthless. Instead He takes some sinners/ "Clay" and moulds them to the image of His Son, and shows the power and wonder of His grace in the process, Isa 29:16, 45:9, Jer 18:1-6. Of course man isn't indifferent, unfeeling clay, and God designed us to take an interest in and responsibility for what we're becoming. But instead of gladly identifying with God in His high purposes for us, and co-operating with Him in the process, rebel man centres his view of the universe on himself as if he were GOD and what he wishes is what mattered.

    Romans was written to help man see God's point of view. That Man's own rebellion is the cause of any evil in the world has been made obvious from 1:18 onward. God's intervention outside the sphere of justice and earned wages, is that of Grace/ mercy shown to SOME of the undeserving. The hardening of others is a “side affect” or unavoidable consequence of His offer of Mercy. The epistle shows God commending His love to rebels, NOT forcing men into sin against their will. Paul is stating that God has both the POWER and the RIGHT to act as He does, in accordance with His Character and purposes.

OF THE SAME LUMP- The Potter MUST exercise his sovereign right to decide what each piece of clay is to become – the clay has no say in that. GOD does the same in all His creatorial acts, and specifically with regard to His interventions for man's Salvation. Pharaoh was a vessel fitted for an ignoble role, Israel for a noble one, but both played their part in God's merciful intervention. It's talking about the POTTER - His actions, His right to act. It's not saying we're only lifeless clay with no will, no morality, or responsibility. Paul simply asks us to admit that God, who created all things for His own purposes, has the potter's right to show mercy or not as He chooses. Man's free will, morality and responsibility are a faint echo of his Creator's. God is as superior to man, as the potter is to the pot, but, in His dealing with man He can and does treat all man's God-given capacities competently with due respect and appreciation. The potter makes the most valuable thing he can out of the clay. The way it responds to his hands determines whether he can make of it a delicate work of beauty, or a clumsy thick-walled pot. We exercise our God-given right to choose and so must take responsibility for our willingness to be made into Vessels unto Honour, 2 Tim 2:21. Rom 12:1 urges us to put ourselves into our Potter's hands to be transformed as He wishes.

9:22-23  IF GOD WILLING/Choosing- #9:16. WRATH- #Orge- A settled attitude of mind built up over a period of time in response to provocation, frequently with revenge or punishment in view. NOT Thumos- an outburst of passionate anger that may be irrational, and soon subsides, Acts 19:28. Man's cruelty, filthiness, injustice and folly are a constant offence to God's Love, Holiness, Righteousness and Wisdom. MAKE KNOWN HIS POWER- By completing His purposes. In spite of all the tragedies and frustration caused by sin God will then be seen to be absolutely sovereign, in having powerfully done His will.

ENDURED/Bore with- As ENDURED persecution, 2 Th 1:4. LONGSUFFERING/ Great patience- Makrothumia- Long-tempered, opposite of short-tempered! He puts up with men until they're ripe for Judgement - as with Pharaoh - instead of making the last plague the first, and breaking him right away. That patient endurance allows Grace to produce its triumphs, 2:4, 2 Pet 3:9. A reminder to the Jews that God's patience isn't a sign of favour, but results in a fuller and more spectacular display of His wrath - if that's what they choose – as they did -to fit themselves for. Jerusalem chose Barabbas, and it would destroy itself through rival "Barabbas Messiahs" Mt 27:21, until it was crushed by its chosen King - Caesar, Jn 19:15.

THE VESSELS/Objects- Skeuos- 9:21 As it often means a container it suggests that - like Pharaoh - by their defiant response to God's patience they are storing up those rebellious acts and habits which must draw God’s Judgment WRATH  on them. 

FITTED/Prepared FOR- Katartizo- Made completely fit for, equipped, prepared. Used of the body PREPARED for the Lord, Heb 10:5. God's patient dealing with them, allowing them to exercise their free-will, had hardened them into a state where they were fit only for destruction. Unbelieving Israel of whom Paul was writing had deliberately trodden underfoot the Son of God, Heb 10:26-31.    The Greek wording emphasises the readiness and ripeness for destruction rather than any act of God or man. As God created man, their exercise of freewill was within His will - AND God placed them where they were in the picture as the dark background that offset the bright objects of His mercy. But the choices they made were also responsible for the result. Their hardening was an inevitable consequence of His purposes of Mercy, Jn 3:16-19. We're ALL fitted for wrath by our sin and rebellion. Justice demands that God deal with sinful man and wipe them out. But He endures the disgrace, shame, and hurt of allowing rebels to flaunt their rebellious independence, and earn deeper destruction. He does this in order to give grace the chance to show what it can do with those who respond to the Gospel. God's sovereignty is never exercised in condemning men who ought to be saved, but rather in the salvation of men who ought to be lost. The primary element in God's PATIENCE is His desire that men repent, 2:4, 3:26. That they're by nature and choice, fitted for destruction - deserve it - doesn't mean they NEED TO REMAIN so. Cp Acts 17:30-31; Eph 2:3.

DESTRUCTION- Apoleia- Destruction, as loss of well-being, not loss of being. The waste or ruin of something – Judas said it of the ointment poured on Jesus Mt 26:8. Paul used it of carnal Christians wasting their lives, Phil 3:19. It’s translated DESTRUCTIVE heresies, 2 Pet 2:1. THAT- Hina- In order that. This emphasises that Mercy is God's great central purpose to which His patience is directed – although He will later display His wrath and power in dealing with those who oppose His merciful intervention. God ENDURED Pharaoh, and was enduring disobedient rebellious Israel – who, having crucified the Son of God, continued to persecute Gospel preachers, Acts chapters 4-7, etc. Only such patience gave "Vessel-of-Wrath" Saul of Tarsus the chance to become Paul the Apostle - Paul's personal history is highly relevant to his doctrine. That to sin against a PATIENT GOD aggravates its sinfulness will be developed in the next two chapters.

MAKE KNOWN THE RICHES OF HIS GLORY- #9:4. God's glory is the sum of the perfections of His Being, displayed in all His actions. AFORE/in advance PREPARED- Proetoimazo- To prepare beforehand - as in Eph 2:10. PREPARED unto good works. Pro- Beforehand. This, (and the use of the aorist indicative active) emphasises that it was God's specific and deliberate intervention that MADE them vessels of Mercy, and continues to work on them in Grace and deal with them in Grace. God is patient so that He will have the opportunity to show mercy to as many as possible. 2 Pet 3:9.This involves the production of vessels of wrath as an unavoidable by-product that God ENDURES as part of the price He has to pay in order to perfect the vessels of mercy. 

9:24  EVEN US- The Godless mock at the Crucified, boast freedom from any restraining fear of God, and their rejection of His mercy - as they wilfully head for destruction, Heb 10:26-31. When they blame God for the state of the world, or sneer at the promise of His coming, we, so privileged at such a cost,  must not even SEEM to be in sympathy with them – or be  “Ashamed of  Jesus, That Dear Friend on whom our hopes of heaven depend.... " 

CALLED- #9:7. God has called these vessels of mercy. He calls His own sheep by name, Jn 10:3-5, 25-30. They could never come without His call. They're His sheep because He calls them, yet also His sheep because they come when He calls. Those mentioned as shut out - Ishmael, Esau, Pharaoh - were Gentiles - but Christian Gentiles are now in God's Church -
His Ekklesia- CALLED-out company. He came to CALL sinners - those aware of their need, and willing to accept Him and His salvation as a gift, Mt 9:13. Those CALLED refused to come to the wedding, Mt 22:3, but Jews now shut out, are sinners who may yet hear His call.

9:25-29   The CONSISTENCY of God  -  As seen from OT Quotes

(Selected/rearranged by Paul to fit the pattern of his reasoning.)

9:25-27  HOSEA- His unhappy marriage to an immoral woman was an object lesson of the spiritual adultery of Israel, obsessed with idol worship, and about to be disowned by God and go into Exile. In rejecting Jews who rejected His Gospel - and in accepting Gentiles with no right to His promises - God acted as He had foretold, 1 Pet 2:9-10. (Paul later speaks of God in mercy restoring outcast Israel to blessing.)

WILL CALL MY PEOPLE- Here CALL seems to mean to RE-NAME them with His creative word and so change the condition of those re-named, and treat them as such. Cp Isa 52:4. BELOVED- #9:13. God's love for them will triumph, and be displayed. NOT MY PEOPLE, CALLED- #9:7. CHILDREN/Sons- #9:9. OF THE LIVING GOD- In contrast to DEAD idol gods.

ISRAEL AS SAND.. A REMNANT- Paul quotes the general sense of Isa 10:22-23, moulding it to the Hosea quote. The thought is clear - Israel as a nation will be almost wiped out for its unbelief and rebellion. As Paul writes, once more unbelieving Israel were about to be ejected from their land for a longer national exile. He has lamented that only a minority of Israel has been saved, but reminds them that God had always said that this would happen. SAVED- #Sozo - To save, deliver, protect, preserve, make whole. As with Soteria- Salvation, Sozo is used of material and temporal deliverance from danger, suffering etc. But also of being saved from spiritual and eternal disaster, into spiritual/ eternal blessing.

9:28  FINISH WORK/Sentence- Logos- 9:6. He'll do what He's said. CUT SHORT- The Lord's patience is often misread as indifference, or incompetence. But when He has delayed as long as possible to give men the chance to repent He will carry out His promised judgment swiftly, and fully. Cp Amos 3:12. The prophecy originally referred to the Babylonian Invasion. But  it would also apply to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, and again apply to the final Judgment, Rev. 19:11-21. IN RIGHTEOUSNESS- #Dikaiosune- The character and quality of being right or just. God's righteousness is consistent with His holiness, wisdom, love, truth. His long, patient work of mercy, and short sharp work of Judgment are carried out in the same righteous consistency with His character. Even in fulfilling His Word in judging sin, He shows mercy to all He possibly can. LORD- #10:9 Translates Jehovah in the LXX and in NT quotes.

9:29  SAID BEFORE/Previously- Before He acted in Judgment He gave clear warning, Isa 1:9. Even in Sodom, LOT was, in spite of himself, saved, and his relatives offered a chance. God's mercy to Israel was the sole reason for the survival of the Remnant Israel. LORD- #10:9. SABAOTH- The Hebrew word for hosts, armies - probably referring to the angels. So the Lord who is All-sovereign and Almighty.

A SEED- In 9:8 the SEED are the children of the promise. Seed is used in the LXX to translate the Hebrew word for Remnant, Isa 1:9. As Israel faced exile, Isaiah was assured there'd always be a nucleus for further blessing/ expansion. Christ-rejecting Israel faces the same fate - and promise. It's like a plant breeder year by year, destroying the majority of his seedlings, saving a few with the desired characteristics to be the breeding stock for the next generation. So God's remnant at each stage - Elijah/ Elisha, Isaiah/ Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra/ Nehemiah, Peter/ James/ John/ Paul, played a vital role in producing the next generation, as their writings continue to do. LIKE SODOM- Totally cut off at the end of God's patient waiting.

9:30-10:21 The NATURE & RECEPTION of the RIGHTEOUSNESS of Faith that Israel had Missed & the Gentiles had Obtained

(In fulfilling His promise to Abraham God has in Sovereign Grace blessed the minority - Spiritual Israel - along with a minority of Gentiles. We're now told the NATURE of the Jewish unbelief/ disobedience and of the Gentiles' faith/ obedience. Biblical FAITH and OBEDIENCE are inseparable. Grace received by Faith is the only basis on which anyone can ever be blessed.)

9:30-33  Why ISRAEL has been BY-PASSED in Spite of their Zeal

(The Jews' zealous effort failed because they were stubbornly running a hopeless race in pursuit of righteousness - a race already won by Christ - and that righteousness shared with Jews and Gentiles who accepted it as a gift of grace. The Gospel angers those who think they don't need such "Charity" as free forgiveness. They don't understand that their desire for self-righteousness is a rebellious independence from God. The SELF-righteous and SELF-indulgent must equally abandon SELF. No matter how admirable our lifestyle or character... How much BIBLE we quote and obey... How often we name Christ as Lord... How busy in His service - or how successful... How zealous for His honour, or that of His Church. As long as the inner citadel of our personality remains unbowed, we remain in the rebellion and independence inherited from Adam, and are natural allies for Satan. See Mt 7:21-23; Jn 5:39-40; Mt 23:15; 1 Cor 13:1-3. Contrast Pharisee Paul, Gal 1:14 Advancing in Judaism beyond many, and Christian Paul, Phil 3:4-11, throwing away all that could be thought to be to HIS credit to gain ever more righteousness and Christ.)

9:30  WHAT SHALL WE SAY?- To sum up. GENTILES- Some of them, not THE Gentiles - there's no article in the Greek. FOLLOWED NOT/did not pursue- #Dioko- To pursue, persecute, follow eagerly after. The Gentiles had never made it a priority to be right with God and obey His laws - yet in Grace many of them were becoming His people, and gaining righteousness. Their religious systems were obviously unsatisfactory to thoughtful Gentiles, so they were ready to respond to the offer of righteousness as a gift. The Jews, having the best possible religious system - one that made them so much better than Gentiles - were tempted to make a God of it. And to spurn the offer of Righteousness, given to undeserving sinners, who asked in faith. Apart from such exceptions as Nicodemus and Paul, most Jews who accepted Christ had been failures within the system - Mt 18:11. Like the obviously ill, they were prepared to go to the Doctor, Mk 2:13-17. Those with enough confidence in their successful use of their "Bible based system" preferred to cure their own cancer. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS- #9:28. Some Gentiles obviously did seek MORAL Righteousness, but Paul is referring to the state of being right with God, and in fellowship with the Righteous God. The Gospel made them aware this could be theirs by Faith, so some of them grasped it. ATTAINED TO/Obtained IT- Katalambano- To take eagerly. It can mean "Overtake" so fits neatly with the idea of a pursuit. In response to the Gospel, numbers of them had claimed righteousness by faith in Christ, and now formed the bulk of the Church, God's people. 

FAITH- # Pistis-  Firm persuasion, a conviction based on hearing. From Peitho- to persuade. Faith isn’t unthinking credulity, but listening to what's said, being persuaded it's true, and acting on it. Pistis is used in NT always of Faith in God, Christ, etc, but it, and our word FAITH is the ordinary word used in everyday living. In this uncertain world characterised by human freewill, all we do - write cheques, post letters, buy, sell - is "IN FAITH." Some of us do so confidently, some with timid uncertainty, but the results are the same. The distinctive feature of CHRISTIAN Faith/Obedience is the OBJECT of our trust, CHRIST HIMSELF, as revealed in God's Word, and by the Holy Spirit. The Faith we live by is our response of heart and mind to "The Faith," Jude 3. Faith not only in the promises of God, but personally in the CHRIST of those promises, 2 Cor 1:20; Gal 2:20. It's the foundation, on our side, of all fellowship with God, Heb 11:6 enabling us to know God who is invisible, accept His truth, give ourselves to Him, and live in fellowship with Him, to His Glory, and the blessing of ourselves and others. FAITH is always completed by action By FAITH Noah.. etc, Heb 11.

9:31-32  ISRAEL FOLLOWED AFTER- #9:30 A LAW OF RIGHTEOUSNESS- Israel was right in seeking righteousness, but ignored the heart of the Law - Love for God, and neighbour, 13:8-10; Mt 22:36-40; Jas 2:8-11. And they refused to learn what the law was given to teach - the sinfulness of sin, and the need of atoning sacrifice and mercy, 4:13-15; Gal 3:10-25. In willful pride they set up a system by which they hoped to make themselves good enough to claim God's blessing as a reward. They twisted the Law into a matter of petty details which they could keep well enough so as to feel superior by being more fussy than others. And maintain the illusion that God could be put in their debt and that they could be proud of their efforts because of what they did, and didn't do, Lk 18:11-12.

WHEREFORE- Why didn't they find righteousness by their use of the Law revelation of the lifestyle that would enable them to live in fellowship with God? Because they aimed at achieving it independently of His help, to proudly claim and enjoy the blessings as of right - fellowshipping with God AS EQUALS! It's a general principle in life that trying desperately hard doesn't work, IF WE SET OUR OWN GOALS. Putting HEALTH first = making a "God" of health to which all else gives way, and doing that MAKES PEOPLE NEUROTIC! Putting your happiness or fulfilment as a person first = making a "God" of it to which all else - duty, consideration for others, submission to the will of God etc - must give way, and doing that MAKES PEOPLE MISERABLE and UNSATISFIED. So, SPECIFICALLY here the Jews were using the RIGHT LAW, but not using it in the RIGHT WAY - being self-reliant, self-righteous, building up their pride, rather than God-reliant, building a thankful, worshipping attitude of “Trust and Obey.” They couldn't win righteousness, couldn’t please God, no matter how hard they tried, because they were running on the wrong course!

FAITH- #9:30. Faith involves: Accepting without evasion or resentment the Law's critical verdict on one's life. Recognising that one can never obey it so adequately as to earn righteousness. Accepting the mercy and forgiveness God offers and responding in love and gratitude. This releases us from self-centredness into a humble obedient fellowship free from self-righteousness - moving us towards loving God with heart, soul, mind, strength, and loving one's neighbour.

WORKS- #9:11. OF THE LAW- The things that they could DO - like imagining that they were righteous because they tithed their herb patch - while they ignored justice and mercy, Mt 23:23. STUMBLED- If the figure of a RACE continues, their crash puts them out of the race for righteousness. STUMBLING STONE- An obstacle.

9:33. BEHOLD- Look!, or Listen! A word designed to call to attention. I LAY- Place in position for a purpose. The Greek word is translated ORDAINED to.. fruit," Jn 15:16. A STUMBLING STONE- #9:32. It's not its purpose or fault that men stumble over it. Rather it's man (insisting on going his own way, instead of TRUSTING GOD) who strikes against it and stumbles because it can't be shifted from the place and purpose God has for it. It makes walking happily in the way of self-righteousness IMPOSSIBLE, Rom 3:20.

ROCK OF OFFENCE- Skandalon- The part of a trap to which bait is attached, a trap. The Skandalon may be GOOD, as Christ was, but still He was the occasion of the fall of the wicked, revealing their wickedness of heart. He was the meaning and goal of the Law, yet the Jews failed to recognise Him, Jn 1;11. That they criticised and condemned Him when He was perfectly doing the will of the Father proved that their understanding of the Law was wrong.      

     Isa 8:14, 28:16 warned Jerusalem against relying on WORKS - walls they built, political alliances they made, or spiritist guidance. These would fail. Security could be found only trusting and obeying God - FAITH. It's God Himself who is a stone of stumbling.... so, in NT it's not His Servant-Son's FAILURE that's a problem to the Jews, but His perfect representation of God and His will. In rejecting Jesus they were rejecting their God who stood among them in human form, Jn 15:22-25. As they couldn't fit Him into their system they tried to kick Him out of their way, and fell. These quotes show that God’s rejection of Israel and His acceptance of some Gentiles, are essentially a matter of relationship with Christ. Always He's the test as to whether we're on the God-appointed course or not.

BELIEVETH IN/Trust in- Pisteuo- To believe, have faith in/ on/ upon/ with respect to, have confidence in, to trust. John uses the word 99x! It means to not merely give credence to, but to rely on and act on. BE ASHAMED/put to shame- Thoroughly embarrassed. (In Isa 28:16 the Hebrew has  not make haste - Have to flee in embarrassment or disappointment.) FAITH alone avoids this - our own clothes won't do, Mt 22:12. But Jews had so much more to give up than Gentiles had. Salvation for those who stand on the chosen stone by faith - failure and loss for those who ignore Him - are obvious in the two quotes. Both had happened as the Scriptures had foretold.

God always offers alternatives – Obey or disobey, choose and take the consequences. Christ was placed as a LIVING STONE right in the path of people. His coming tested and divided Israel. Those who believed received Him and were joyfully secure in Him. Others stumbled in unbelief and crashed in disaster. To preach Christ is a divisive thing. Many will resent His claim to be LORD, the only Way to the Father, and His insistence that all are received on equal terms as sinners. But only by preaching Christ do we provide a secure foundation for lives. If we give hearers nothing to stumble over we give them nothing to build themselves on.

10:1-4 Paul's Earnest DESIRE & Endeavour - Salvation for Israel 

(Their zeal is admirable, but misdirected, and so misses Christ.)

10:1. MY HEART'S DESIRE.. PRAYER- They resented Paul's word from God but his desire for the Salvation of ALL Israel remained. Paul’s attitude towards them echoed God's attitude, Ezek 18:23, 32; 33:11. Paul’s sorrow, 9:1-2, didn't cripple him with hopelessness. He poured himself out in prayer for them. We can't know who will receive God's mercy, but knowing God's over-all desire for their salvation, we should continue to pray, for all whom we love.

SAVED- #Soteria- To receive deliverance, safety, health, salvation. The word is used of earthly situations, Lk 1:69; Acts 27:34, etc. Or of Spiritual and Eternal Salvation granted to those who repent and claim Christ as Saviour by Faith, Rom 1;16, Eph 1:13, etc. It's also used of the future national blessing of Israel, in the LXX. Anger against those in error, or morbid interest in talking about errors is sinful, and destructive. Paul suffered terribly at their hands. Yet by God's grace he states the TRUTH of their error plainly in LOVE, bathed in prayer, Eph 4:14-16, 1 Cor 13:1-8, in grief at that error and its consequences. We need to seek that Grace to counter error with the Lord's TRUTH, with the lord’s attitude of loving concern for the salvation of those we must oppose, 2 Tim 2:23-26.

10:2. BEAR RECORD/Testify- A public, responsible, solemn declaration. ZEAL- Zelos- Zeal, jealousy. Single-minded commitment. Paul had shared this Zeal AND this ignorance with the best of them, Gal 1:14, Acts 26:4-5. He gives them credit, but zeal in itself is neutral – it’s the direction the zeal is exercised in that makes it a virtue or vice. Human enthusiasm IS essential, but it’s dangerous if related to error and we’re unwilling to give up our own ideas, Jn 6:29. Jewish ZEAL, to serve God and preserve traditions, had become a matter of pride, independence, sense of superiority and they wouldn't give it up to ask for Mercy. We also can become proud of our Bible-based doctrines and traditions. When that happens we make them the law of our life, and rely on keeping them, and that is a spiritual disaster, Gal 5:1-6.

KNOWLEDGE- Epignosis- Full discernment, complete or thorough knowledge of the personal relationship kind. Not Oida- understanding, seeing. The problem wasn't intellectual, it was personal. They chose not to get to know God and His will. Knowledge (self-centred) merely puffs up, 1 Cor 8:1. The fellowship-with-God knowledge that grows from submission to God's Word, is God-centred. Their zeal for God made the tragedy of NOT LEARNING from Him what He wanted, more terrible. They can't know God as He is until they accept the revelation of Him in Christ. Till then it's "Seeing and not perceiving," etc as in Mk 4:11-12. 

10:3. IGNORANT/Did not know- Agnoeo- To be ignorant, ignore, not understand. (In English– Agnostic.) The word is derived from Ginosko, so it’s the ignorance associated with and arising from lack of fellowship with the source of the Knowledge - God. They were deliberately ignorant in spite of what God said in His Word, and revealed in Christ, Jn 1:18, 14:9-11, Heb 1:1-3. GOD'S RIGHTEOUSNESS- #9:28. Offered as a gift, Jn 1:16-19, Rom 1:17.

ESTABLISH THEIR OWN- Idios- RIGHTEOUSNESS- Or system of Righteousness. Those who keep their distance from God are able to maintain their proud illusions, and their determination to achieve a state of Righteousness by their own efforts. Their refusal to accept the Gift of righteousness went with their rejection of Christ the Giver. People who really understand how holy He is, righteously abhorring sins, lose the illusion that by doing some things man can get himself right with God. (Their ignorance was proud ignorance - One Rabbinic tale has God requiring the assistance of a Rabbi before He could understand the finer points of His own law!) Religious self-righteousness selects from, and twists, what it knows of God to serve its own purposes. The Jews knew men can't stand before a righteous God except in righteousness. But they chose to ignore the fact that in trying to establish his own righteousness, man is a rebellious creature trying to make himself like God – that is the ULTIMATE Blasphemy, Gen 3:5; Isa 14:12-15.

SUBMITTED- Hupotasso- Primarily a military term - To rank under. Hupo- under, Tasso- to arrange. The word is used of any situation requiring individuals to take their place and fulfil a role. An athlete, or sportsman, submits to rules and conditions, 2 Tim 2:5, an orchestra submits to seating plans, music scores, and the conductor. Paul was a typical, zealously serving-God-without-knowing-Him, Jew until on the road to Damascus he SUBMITTED saying LORD what do YOU want me to do?
    Unless we SUBMIT as we read, pray, serve the Lord or worship, we're building our own little sand-castle empires - doing our own thing! Cp Mt 7:26-27. Only by accepting God's verdict and submitting to His righteousness, can anyone harmonize himself with God, enjoy His fellowship, and play his intended part in His purposes. So self-righteousness may build a greater barrier between man and God than does self-indulgence. The religious Pharisee saying to Himself "Thank God I'm someone He can be proud of" was farther from God, more hardened in unbelief against Christ than were the "Sinners" in Israel or among the Gentiles who cast themselves on God's mercy, Lk 18:10:14. God hates spiritual pride, not because it's any threat to His position, but because a man's illusion of self-sufficiency makes him unwilling to allow God to be the God of mercy in his life.

     The Gospel becomes unpopular with some people when they realise it isn't an easy handout. But many are offended when they realise that the Gospel doesn’t promise rewards for our "being good." It requires us to admit we're totally unworthy, and accept as a gift what we can never earn. Self-righteous, religious humanity still prefers to USE God's WORD at their own discretion, to establish their own righteousness, according to their own ideas, and by their own effort. It's salutary to remember that the Greek word for "OWN" in their own righteousness is Idios,  and that word is the basis for our word IDIOT. In Bible terms an idiot is  - The one who centres his life on his own ideas, own feelings, own efforts, and own purposes. There may be no sadder statement than "I have MY OWN Religion." And the reaction to Biblical statements that says "I don't see it that way," is little better.

10:4. CHRIST IS THE END- Telos- The goal, purpose, fulfillment, or termination. From Tellos- To set out for a definite point or goal. Here Termination is the main point. That Christ is also the purpose,  goal etc is also true, but if they had been the point here probably Teleiosis, would have been used, rather than Telos. 
LAW FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS- #9:28. The weakness of human nature meant that no-one could ever become righteous by Law-keeping, 8:3-4, Gal 2:16. Christ as man, born under the law, Gal 4:4, alone lived as man without being condemned by the commandments of the Law. Then, being the fulfillment of what the Sacrificial system of the Law proclaimed, Christ made righteousness available for the asking. It's CHRIST's action in providing Salvation as proclaimed in the Gospel, and the Spirit's work in the heart, that enables man to repent, ask for forgiveness and cleansing, and respond in Faith to the Gospel. Accepting Christ as Saviour is A GIVING UP OF WORKS, not a WORK. Cp Heb 4:10. Any illusion that man could make himself live up to God's standards was shattered when Christ embodied them. (He was the will of God, in fact God Himself, clothed in a human body and walking the roads of Israel.) His sinless life demonstrated the sinfulness of the lives of all other men, Any need for making a sacrifice for sins was abolished by His atoning death, as THE sacrifice, Jn 1;29. Law has now no role in obtaining, or expressing Righteousness - it can only show the sinfulness of human nature and the triumph of Grace, Gal 3:19-25.

    This verse gives a vital truth about the Believer's position in relation to the LAW, based on the LORD'S relation to it:

a. When anyone has reached Christ, Law - which divided Jew from Gentile - has fulfilled its purpose, and we look to Christ alone as our Righteousness. And look to Him to direct our lives by the Spirit, Gal 5:16-18. Our lives are Christ-oriented not Law-oriented, 7:4-6. For a Christian to take up Law-keeping is to revert to childhood, and slavery. It sets up barriers between himself and other Believers, and, worst of all, insults Christ, and frustrates the work of His Spirit and Grace in our lives, Gal 2:19 -3:3; 3:23 - 4:7; 5:1-6; 16-25.

b. Christ as the flesh-and-blood living Embodiment of the Will of God lived out the Human Life that God sketched out for Israel in the Law. Israel should have recognised Him as being what the Law pointed forward to, and as living the NEW Covenant, Heb 8:10-12. The Law was given for sinners, to make their sin more obvious, not for the Righteous Christ, nor for those made righteous in Christ, 1 Tim 1:8-10; Rom 7:13. Christ didn't KEEP the Law, and He certainly didn't break it. He FULFILLED it, and set it aside. (See Booklet “The Law, the Lord & Us.”) His eye, heart and mind were always directed to the Father, whose will was perfectly expressed in all He did. The Law, as a separate standard, played no part in His life. The Believer, too, is set free in Christ to live in Fellowship with Him far above the drudgery of Law-keeping, Rom 8:1-16. Law has nothing to say to Christians unless they're thinking of sinning. We must continue to teach the Law as God's minimum standards for all men, to challenge them and to bring to sinners an awareness of their hopeless sinfulness, and need of Salvation.

c. Christ as THE atoning Sacrifice, THE High priest, Mercy Seat, Veil, etc made all these OT things obsolete and irrelevant, mere temporary shadows of the solid reality which He embodied, Col 2:16-17. Christ is the end of the Law, not by destroying what the Law stood for, but by FULFILLING and REPLACING it.

    Because they lived closer to the Law than others Jews had some excuse for thinking they might be good enough for God, until Jesus came and showed by His life and words the vast gap between the fussy self-righteousness of the Pharisee, and the demands of the LAW. He made it clear that outward conformity to the Law was empty and worthless - nothing less than perfection of heart, mind and act would do, Mt 5:17-48. Paul showed clearly that Law never could enable man to be righteous by works, 3:19-20, 5:20-21. 

    The Law is holy and good 
 but its witness was frustrated by man's sinful nature, 7:12, 8:3. Christ MANIFESTED the righteousness to which the Law witnessed, 1:16, 3:21, and made it available to us by grace, and in Christ we began to live righteously, 8:1-4. Faith and Works are not options for men to choose – alternative ways of being right with God. Works can never put us right with God, or enable us to live in fellowship with Him. Christ's work alone makes faith an option, by grace. It breaks the power of sin, and equips us for God-oriented works, 6:14, Eph 2:8-10. Our will must be placed within God's will by Faith, to live by Faith.

TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH/Believes- #9:33. If only Israel would realise and respond. Later with the destruction of the Temple and its sacrifices Israel had to take refuge in further denying the reality of sin in every life - or accept Christ. HISTORICALLY, Law - having prepared the way for Christ, handed over to Him, as John Baptist did. INDIVIDUALLY, Law - by making us aware of our need of a Saviour, led us to Christ; its work was handed over to HIM, and so were we, Gal 3:23-26. Using the Law to try to earn us righteousness of our own, independent of Christ, either BEFORE or AFTER conversion, or to claim we're better than others, is forbidden – and ridiculous.

10:5-8  The O.T. Witness & the Present Reality – Salvation is for ALL.

(Quotes that contrast Law-derived righteousness and  Faith-derived righteousness.)

10:5. MOSES.. RIGHTEOUSNESS- #9:28. Lev 18:5. MAN WHO DOES- Emphasizing their efforts, DOING. The ideal of what COULD happen IF… - but they were already sinners, and condemned. Lev 18:5 is in a passage asserting God's claims on Israel, rather than specifically about Law-keeping, but Paul is pointing out that "DO - ing and living" isn't an option available to sinners - we can't DO and LIVE, we struggle to DO and we fail to 8:1-4. OR we trivialise Law-keeping by limiting it to what we are able to do, Mt 23:23.

LIVE BY/in THEM- They were God's people by grace, not earned by Law-keeping, Ex 4:22. The Lord would live among them but they must live by these laws in order to enjoy His blessing and fellowship – and avoid judgment destruction. The Lord is your LIFE, walk in His ways and be blessed sums up Deut 30. If they failed to serve the Lord joyfully in His blessings they would have to serve their enemies in hunger and thirst, Deu 28:47-48.

10:6-7 RIGHTEOUSNESS- #9:28. FAITH- #9:30. SPEAKETH/says- Paul's SUBJECT is different, but the WORDS Moses spoke are true of it. (In the Apocrypha 1 Baruch 3:29, "Wisdom" uses these words, too.) In Deu 30 Moses, as God's mouthpiece, promised that even in Exile if only they turned to Him wholeheartedly with a desire to walk in His ways, sinful Israel would be restored to blessing. This would be an act of His MERCY, easily available, to be claimed by Faith, not needing to be earned by law-keeping. The Gospel is more vividly, personally, offering such a life to ANY INDIVIDUAL in disobedient, rejected, Israel (or Gentile). And, offering that life  in the Incarnated, crucified, risen, glorified Christ.

DO NOT SAY IN YOUR HEART- As in Deu 8:17, 9:4, solemn warnings forbidding the Israelite to imagine that his own power and might or righteousness had brought him into the land and its blessings. A sound basis for talking about justification by faith.

ASCEND INTO HEAVEN- Where God is enthroned. BRING CHRIST DOWN- Pious Jews hoped (and some still hope) that by their perfect Law-obedience – even if only for ONE day - and by their earnest pleading in long prayers ascending to heaven, to bring Messiah-Christ down to save them. There was no need - He had already come!

THE DEEP- The Depths of the sea, or of Sheol, where men went in death. BRING UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD- OT says from over the sea. Paul changes it to make an association with Christ rising from the Dead in triumph. 
 He's using the general form of the text to present the Gospel situation. The quotes refer to the two key things the Jews found hardest to believe about Christ - His Incarnation, and His Resurrection. Both facts are essential truths that must be accepted, as Salvation depends on them.

10:8. SAITH/Says- Lego- The message. WORD- Rhema- The concrete form of words in which the message is stated - emphasising its availability. Christ Himself is the WORD- Logos of God Jn 1:1. Cp Heb 1:1-3. The Sword of the Spirit is the WORD- Rhema of God. NOT the ideas which the Word- Logos- message generates in us as we read the Scriptures. That is tainted with out own ignorance and prejudices. But the Scriptures AS THEY ARE WRITTEN, under God’s inspiration, 2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 2:21, must direct us, as God brings them to mind at our time of need. Eph 6:17.

IS NIGH/Near- The OT said Seek the Lord.. call upon Him WHILE HE IS NEAR, Isa 55:6-7. It is for us to make them ours, 2 Cor 1:20. MOUTH- Ready to be confessed. You can repeat the words that convey the Gospel. It can be expressed in familiar conversation. IN HEART- They already could appreciate it - all that was needed was a decision of their will in its favour. (In quoting Deu 30:14 Paul omits that they may DO them, as he's contrasting Faith and Works.) No work on our part is needed, or helpful - what God requires has been brought within easy reach. In Deu 30:11-14 it was the Law already in their hearts having been given on a similar basis to the Gospel (God's continual merciful intervention had brought them to Sinai) not that step by step they'd made themselves good enough! Paul applies what's said about the Law to the Gospel as Christ IS the Law's Goal. Christ and the Law aren't unrelated, opposing alternatives. Righteousness doesn't require impossible human effort - a super-Pharisee thing. Christ has COME, fulfilled the Moral Law and the Ceremonial Law, risen from the depths, and made righteousness available.

THE WORD OF FAITH- #9:30. The word expressing the Gospel about Christ to which our Faith is directed.  WHICH WE PREACH- Kerusso- Proclaim as a herald, brought within their reach, requiring only the minimal, but real, response - to say “Yes” to God in our innermost being, and to voice that "Yes" for others to hear.

10:9-13   The GOSPEL Message Summarized

(This summary fits it into the setting of its nearness, and the claiming of it by our HEART and our MOUTH. It focuses on the LORDship, and Resurrection of Christ.)

10:9  IF- All that's needed for Salvation- CONFESS & BELIEVE. Any other feelings, experiences, or actions are incidental, and personal to the individual and the situation. All Christ did from the Incarnation to the Ascension is summed up in the words RISEN LORD.

CONFESS- Homologeo- Homos- the same. Lego- to speak. To speak the same thing, agree with - What our mouth says is the same thing our heart has believed and that is the same thing that God's Word says, Acts 2:36, etc. The Greek implies to declare openly and freely before others from a deep conviction of the facts. Confession is put first, to fit the pattern of the OT quote in vs 8, then the order of the words is reversed to show that they are two sides of one coin. This subject is dealt with in more detail in Appendix 3.

LORD- # Kurios-  Lord, Sir, Master. Kurios is always used in the LXX and the NT for the OT word Jehovah. In the Gospels Kurios is used as a title of respect to others as well as Jesus. After He rose from the dead it's used only of Angels (two times) and of Jesus Christ - never of men.. The confession is that Jesus shares the name, nature, holiness, authority, power, and eternity of the one and only true God - Phil 2:10 - The Name above all. He sits as Lord on the throne of God having accomplished Salvation for mankind.

BELIEVE- #9:33. IN HEART- In Scripture “heart” sums up all a man is at the centre of his being - mentally, emotionally, morally, spiritually. Belief in Christ Risen involves all of these, so when counselling someone who is seeking Salvation helpful questions are: Do you NEED Christ to atone for your sins? - Intellectual conviction. Do you WANT Christ? - Emotional conviction. Are you WILLING TO SUBMIT to Christ? - Directed at the will, the final key to a decision. God says those who say "Yes," to these questions, knowing that it involves confessing that Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, is MY Saviour – those people are “saved.” 

GOD RAISED FROM THE DEAD- The word “raised” is in the aorist indicative indicating a once and for all act with permanent consequences. SAVED- #9:27. Christ isn't presented as a TEACHER telling you what to do, but as Saviour - You'll be SAVED. Being SAVED, and being made RIGHTEOUS describe the same event with different emphases.

10:10. BELIEVE- #9:33 In Greek stated impersonally "One Believes.. One declares" because it is true of everyone who does.

UNTO RIGHTEOUSNESS/are Justified- #9:28. God is INVISIBLE. Faith is INVISIBLE. The human heart (in the Biblical sense) is INVISIBLE. The new birth and the New life born in us, and which we are born into - is INVISIBLE. God deals with us unseen where no human can interfere. We deal with God unseen. He alone fully knows what's involved, and what has happened. The LORD KNOWS those who are His, 2 Tim 2:19. We're Justified, and all Christ has obtained for us - Reconciliation, eternal life, sonship, etc are ours HOWEVER LITTLE WE UNDERSTAND IT at first. The Finished work of the Risen Christ, and the Risen Christ Himself is ours, and we're His, Col 1:27, 2:6, 3:3.

CONFESSION/Confess #10:9. An outward, visible, audible indication that we're under new management and have started on a new road, a new life.

SALVATION- #10:1. We begin to experience and enjoy the Salvation provided by and received with CHRIST. No-one can be SAVED from the sea, or burning house, and left there. A stand-alone inward commitment is meaningless. Our life must start to change visibly. If there's new life it must express itself – in words first, and increasingly in a Christ-like life. Changed behaviour is the means by which we experience salvation, but without confessing with our mouth that Christ Himself is the source and goal of that life, we merely enjoy the credit of being thought to be a good person. Besides, confessing Christ with our mouth is the greatest possible aid to a changed lifestyle. The new convert who goes to work and confesses that Christ is now his Saviour, and being greeted with such sneers as "That'll stop you throwing a "sickie" and leaving us to do your work while you go skiing," will find such favourable changes of behaviour lined up for him, and easier to make. CONFESS/BELIEVE- Are inseparable - each valueless without the other - like the two sides of a coin or banknote, lock and key. Confession without Faith would be vain, Mt 7:22, 23, Tit 1:16. Faith without confession would be spurious - along with obedience to the Lord - it's the evidence that the faith is genuine, 12:1-3; Lk 12:8; Jn 12:42-43; Jas 2:17-22. What's believed must be confessed. What's confessed must be believed.

LORD & RAISED- Are inseparable. His LORDSHIP was demonstrated by His resurrection. It was easy in the Greek world to confess "Jesus is Lord," and mean no more than adding Him to their pantheon of many Gods and many Lords, 1 Cor 8:4-6. Belief in the resurrection involved confessing that Christ was truly human, and had died. And that He was truly Lord of Lords, truly God, 1;1-4. We can obey only ONE Lord, No man can serve two masters- Kurios- Lords, masters, Mt 6:24. At times the government authorities could insist that people confess that "Caesar is Lord," to prove that they were loyal and acceptable members of the Roman Empire. To confess Jesus as Lord would make it impossible for Christians to do that, and make them subject to persecution as enemies of the state.

RIGHTEOUSNESS & SALVATION- Are inseparable. Righteousness (IMPUTED/reckoned to us, 4:11, 22-25.) is invisible, total, permanent, as is Salvation, but the expression of that righteousness in a Christian’s life, and the experience of salvation, is only partial in this life, 8:23-25. Commitment to forthright confession in words and life helps us to experience the joy of salvation, and of deliverance from besetting sin. Self-protective fear of confessing Christ - and laziness - hinders it. Those unclear about Salvation, and ineffective as Christians, need to study Romans and face the Lord to find out what He really says, and what they really believe and  live by. Constant reading and praying over 6:14 made what it says become true for me.

    CAN A SECRET BELIEVER BE SAVED? God alone knows. Such would be spiritually alive only in the sense that someone born paralyzed and incapable of speech is physically alive. Some ARE saved as if fleeing from a burning house leaving behind all they've made their own, 1 Cor 3:15. But there are no promises of Salvation for such, and they can enjoy no assurance of it, and bear no witness to His Glory. Lord I was afraid and hid what you gave me, Mt 25:25-30, earns Wicked and lazy servant, and outer darkness, not Well done. In contrast to this note the glad assurance expressed in 2 Pet 1:3-11.

10:11-12 SCRIPTURE SAITH/says WHOSOEVER/everyone- These words make explicit what was implicit in the OT. BELIEVETH/believes- #10:9.  UPON- Epi. NOT BE ASHAMED/put to shame- When we face public confession of Christ it's natural to feel embarrassed. But when we have confessed Christ we don't feel ashamed of having done so. Christians who are timid and cowardly, afraid of being laughed at – as I am by nature – are strengthened and assured by the Lord’s words in Lk 12—9. And we find great encouragement in looking to the Lord, Heb 12:1-6.

10:12-13  NO DIFFERENCE- In this matter of Salvation, being put right with God, everyone who is saved - Jew or Gentile - is saved on the same terms. These terms are God's Grace to sinners, received by all who ask for it. SAME LORD- #9:28. "Lord" is a reminder that He sets the terms under which He saves people. RICH/richly blesses- The Lord not merely POSSESSES riches, He responds richly to all who call on Him - He is eager to pour blessings on them. 

ALL- God has made RICH provision for the needs of ALL, 3:21-26. As we look on the OUTSIDE of others, we may be attracted or repelled, but that becomes unimportant when we view them as the Lord does, with compassion, and remember that His riches can free them to be what they were made for, and equip us to witness to them so that they have the chance to receive Him.

CALL UPON HIM- #Epikaleo- To call upon, appeal to. Epi- Upon. Kaleo- To Call. Those who BELIEVE, CALL upon Him, and vice versa- those who call upon the Lord, do so because they believe He will respond to their call. Asking the Lord to save us is a  good work we do that earns or wins salvation for us. Anyone can CALL upon Him as Blind Bartimaeus did, Mk 10:46-52. It’s a matter of FAITH, not of WORKS – those who call on the Lord are confessing their helplessness, their inability to “save” themselves. 

CALL- #10:12. NAME- #9:17. OF LORD- #9:28. To call upon the NAME of a person is to ask Him to live up to what their NAME confesses them to be – saying "LORD exercise your LORDship," "SAVIOUR SAVE me," "Son of David - Promised Deliverer," deliver me from this situation, Mt 9:27. In Hebrew Name is Shem, and that word means also Reputation, so that makes the meaning of the word NAME more clear. Here men are urged to call on the Name of the exalted Christ, as in 1 Cor 1:2, confessing Him as Lord. SAVED- #9:27.

10:14-11:5.       WHY isn't Everyone Saved on these Terms?

10:14. HOW SHALL/can THEY CALL- #10:12. The OFFER is universal, but the EFFECT, the EFFICACY isn't universal. As Christians, our great and urgent responsibility is that EVERYONE  NEEDS TO HEAR of Christ and His Salvation. And we are COMMANDED to bring the Gospel to them, Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8-9, etc.

NOT BELIEVED- #9:33 To CALL is to be saved - but BELIEVING must come first as the reason for calling. The grammatical form used in Greek is odd - so the NEB version How could they have faith in one they had never heard of may give the sense.

HEARD- Often in Scripture means to hear, receive the message, understand, and respond. That Salvation is available to all Jews and all Gentiles requires us to ensure that EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE hears about it. Strictly translated it's HEARD CHRIST, not merely about Him. People must HEAR Christ speaking through the written Word, or through a Preacher who is saying aloud, to their ears, what Christ is saying in their heart and mind by the Spirit. And, the hearers must respond to Him personally – not just respond to the preacher.

WITHOUT A PREACHER/someone preaching- Kerusso- to Herald, proclaim an official message as a herald does. So, literally HERALDING. A herald's work is to state his Master's will loudly and clearly - Good news or bad, accept it or rebel, the facts aren't arguable. It's then up to the hearers to do something about it. We Christians are called to herald a factual message, 2 Tim 4:2, as well as to evangelise persuasively. The Evangelist’s concern to win souls must be anchored to Gospel facts he must proclaim as a Herald. 

10:15. PREACH- Evangelise.. SENT- Apostello- It's Christ who SENDS and who speaks and presents Himself in the words of those He has sent and empowered by His Spirit Acts 1:8.  Those to whom they speak HEAR Christ through His servants. In a sense all who obey and witness are His sent ones. In a special sense an evangelist is a GIFTED and sent one. It is right for Godly men to organise witnessing, to train witnesses, and to encourage witnessing. But all that men can do is empty unless we make ourselves available to the Lord, and go at His bidding in whatever we're doing. Then although we may be afraid to witness, and feel hopelessly incompetent as we witness, the Lord who has sent us will enable us.

WRITTEN- This quote is closer to the Hebrew than to the LXX - A reminder that, just as Scripture had promised, the messengers WERE sent - the Lord, the 12, Mt 10:1-16, the 70, Lk 10:1-17, and the demonstration miracles were adequate evidence that the Kingdom was at hand - and that the King Himself was present.

BEAUTIFUL- Horaios- That which is seasonable, produced at the right time, the time when anything is at its best, most beautiful. 

FEET- Messengers WALKED to spread the message, so in Hebrew the Feet = The COMING of the messengers. This was the process and means used to bring the Beautiful-timely message to the hearers. The message beautifies those carrying it - they REFLECT the Christ they preach.

PEACE- The result of GRACE proclaimed and received, is PEACE enjoyed. PEACE with God, within ourselves and lived out in relation to others. Experiencing the grace of God and knowing Him as the God of grace, enables us to face uncertain or threatening futures confident we're in His hand. God's people enjoy wholeness, and abundant life because of their relationship with Him and with each other. Cp Mk 10:29-30. 

BRING GLAD TIDING/Good News- Euaggelion- The good news of Salvation. GOOD THINGS- #9:11. We who enjoy these need to tell others of them.

10:16-21  But ISRAEL has HEARD the  GOSPEL  & Refused it

10:16. OBEYED/accepted- Hupakouo- Akouo- To Hear. Hupo- Under. So, to listen attentively to a command of authority, be obedient, obey. God in Christ and the Apostles (Acts chapters 1 - 7) had got the message to the Jews. Paul, like Isaiah, lamented that although the Lord SENT, and the people WENT with God's message, Israel heard and refused to believe it. GOSPEL- #10:15. LORD- #9:28. WHO BELIEVED- #9:33. OUR REPORT/message.

10:17. FAITH- #9:30 COMES BY HEARING- In spite of such failure it's true that Salvation IS by the preaching of those God sends. Hearing is the essential preliminary to Faith - men must have something to believe in, but hearing the Gospel doesn't automatically produce Faith.

THE WORD- #10:8. OF GOD- Calling on the Name of the Lord involves hearing God's Word, the Gospel message of Christ. The Lord’s words He that hath ears to hear, LET HIM HEAR Mt 11:15, etc reminds us that men can block the message out. Only the Spirit of God can bring conviction, And when He does, THEN the hearers have to decide whether to believe it, and face the moral responsibility to Call upon the Name of the Lord, and say "Jesus you are Lord and will BE MY LORD AND I WILL OBEY YOU." We need to explain and illustrate the Gospel Message so that hearers find the Scripture intelligible, winsome, and related to their needs. But our primary responsibility is to make sure that they hear what God has to say in the Gospel - The Rhema- form of words that present it in the Scriptures, not just our ideas as to what its Logos- message is.

10:18 HEARD? Greek construction requires the answer to be "Yes they have."

TO ALL THE EARTH- This Psalm starts with the GENERAL revelation in Creation, then the SPECIAL revelation to the Jews. Paul applies it to the FULL and FINAL revelation - the Gospel for all men, everywhere, Acts 17:30-31; Heb 1:1-3. Israel's rejection of Christ wasn't through lack of hearing - as soon as they DID understand the message the Lord Jesus had brought they began to plot to kill Him, Jn 5:18, etc. Those in the land of Israel had seen and heard the Saviour personally. They and representative Jews from far and near had heard the significance of His life, death, and resurrection at Pentecost, Acts 2:9-11. 

    Few Jews were totally UNAWARE of Christ - even if they'd only heard the Gospel attacked! Beyond that the Gospel was already spreading out towards the universal witness God intended. Paul hoped to go to Spain - where the Gospel was yet to be preached, 15:20-24, as part of this.

THEIR WORD- #10:8. TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH- Repetition for emphasis.

10:19. DID NOT ISRAEL- The word Israel is used in chapters 9-11, never elsewhere in Romans. He's speaking of God's chosen people AS A WHOLE/ NATIONALLY. It was to Israel that God had made the OT promises. KNOW- #Ginosko- Growing Personal knowledge gained by observation, experience and fellowship, in contrast to Oida- Complete understanding gained by the mental processing of facts. Knowledge of God and His will isn't gained simply by intellectual activity, but by the operation of the Spirit of God bringing us into increasing fellowship with God and His will. Ginosko- implies partial knowledge that needs to grow. 

    Israel had not only HEARD the sound of the Gospel as a form of words, but had experienced enough fellowship with it to be guilty of deliberate rejection. In spite of Moses' warnings they rejected the personal knowledge of Jesus that they could not help gaining from His presence among them, and refused to use what they learned of Him to gain saving FULL knowledge- Epiginosko of God, 10:2. They preferred to remain IGNORANT, 10:3. (As the old saying goes "You can take a horse to water but you can’t make it drink." )

FIRST- Protos- First, in time or place. Moses gave the FIRST warning to Israel, along with the giving of the Law.

PROVOKE YOU TO JEALOUSY/make you envious- Nobodies stepped into Israel's shoes - a mixed group, with nothing to be proud of, Mt 21:31; I Cor 1:26-29. God had warned Israel that their failure would lead to their resenting those they'd despised - Gentiles, and Jewish outcasts receiving the blessings they'd despised.

FOOLISH/no understanding- The Jews despised Gentiles as being ignorant of God and His Law, Jn 7:49. ANGER YOU- Those responding to the Gospel put Israel to shame. Moses warned in Deut 32:21 that the Jews would provoke God by worshipping "no-gods - vanities." So Jews would be punished by being provoked at the blessing of "no-people - Gentiles" who were ignorant of His promises and His law. These Gentiles, in response to a little knowledge of God in the Gospel, were leaving the "No-Gods" they'd been brought up to believe, and come into God's blessing. In contrast to this, God-taught Israel had willfully refused God's blessings. Moses had predicted that they wouldn't value what God had given them, until they saw people they despised enjoying it.

10:20. VERY BOLD- Daring to say something terrible or difficult. I WAS FOUND- Heurisko- To find with or without searching. Gentiles who, unlike the Jews, had, for generations, little interest in God, were now finding Him.

ASKED- Eperotao- to ask strongly, to demand an answer. Epi- intensive. Erotao- to ask, generally on a footing of equality or familiarity, with the expectation of a favourable answer. Gentiles had SOME interest in knowing God, in being rightly related to Him, and in being what they should be. But, unlike the Jews, they didn't make it the business or boast of their life - didn't demand it as of right! Gentiles had been largely unaware of God or what He offered, seeking blindly for something more than they had, Now, by God's sovereign intervention in Christ, and the proclamation of His Gospel, they had found Him, as an unsought gift – and were surprised and rejoicing. Cp Acts 13:42-48; Gal 4:14-15.

10:21. TO/Concerning ISRAEL SAITH/says- The quote is from Isa 65:2 exactly as in the LXX. ALL DAY LONG STRETCHED FORTH/held out HANDS- In appeal, welcome, friendship. Not only had Israel failed to call on the Lord - He'd called to them continually and they'd simply ignored or contradicted Him. Israel's rejection of the Gospel now, and of Isaiah's message earlier, was specifically a rejection of God's steadfast grace, and a disobedience to the proclamation of it. That's why they missed out.

    This is a reminder of God's steadfast purposes of Mercy towards Israel that is never quenched by their current unbelief and disobedience. Christ had offered Himself as their Messiah and been crucified. Salvation had been offered to the Nation of Israel at Pentecost, Acts 2:22-39; 3:12-26. This offer of the Gospel to Jews only continued until the Stoning of Stephen, which God seemed to take as the Nation's final answer. From Acts 8 onwards God extended the Gospel witness to include Samaritans and Gentiles. It was to SUCH people as the Jews of Jerusalem that God had patiently reached out the arms of Love. It was to such love that Israel responded in perverse rejection and contradiction of the message of His mercy. Israel's sad position was the result of their own deliberate, persistent choice – their choosing to respond in unbelief. See also Mt 23:34-37; Lk 13:34-35; 19:41-42.

DISOBEDIENT- Apeitheo- To disbelieve, willfully and perversely, refuse to be persuaded, be disobedient. A- Not. Peitho- To persuade.

GAINSAYING/Obstinate- Antilego- Anti- against. Lego- to speak. To argue against, contradict. Some ignored God's entreaty in Christ. Others responded by arguing against it, denying its content, refusing to accept it, belittling it, and – showing the same attitude towards the servant who brought the message, and to the God who gave it. THEY RESPONDED TO GOD AS IF HE WAS THEIR EQUAL, OR THEIR ENEMY - and were in fact enemies of HIM and His purpose of blessing, Mt 22:1-10. 
 

Chapter 11. Israel has REJECTED GOD'S MERCY

Has GOD ABANDONED them? 

(Will He yet bless Jews AS JEWS in the promised earthly Kingdom?)

11:1-6   God DIDN'T REJECT ALL Israel

(God has as always preserved a chosen minority for Himself.)

11:1-3  #CAST AWAY/Reject- Apotheo- Apo- Away from. Otheo- To thrust. As with 10:18, 10:19, 11:11 the form of the Greek requires "NO!" for an answer. Asking if God has broken His explicit promises makes it obvious He couldn't have. The MAJORITY may turn from God but He has said He NEVER will cast AWAY HIS PEOPLE- They're HIS - He'll never thrust away His own, 1 Sam 12:22; Ps 94:14.

I AM AN ISRAELITE- So all Israelites weren't rejected - God's promises remain, Gal 3:16-17. That there are Christian Jews in happy fellowship with God, through Jesus Christ, proves that God still blesses Israelites. Specifically that God blessed Saul of Tarsus, a violently Christ-rejecting Israelite, demonstrates God's mercy hasn't forsaken Christ-rejecting Israelites - their state isn't hopeless. That Paul was a “BEFORE TIME BIRTH,” I Cor 15:8, may hint at and picture beforehand the future instantaneous conversion of Israel when the Lord reveals Himself to them in Glory, from heaven, and they suddenly realise who the One they rejected and crucified is, Isa 66:5-16; Zech 12:10-13:1, 14:4. (Paul as a remnant Jew bringing blessing to Gentiles may pattern Israel's future role when converted from unbelief, 11:12, 15.)

NOT CAST AWAY/reject- #11:1 HIS PEOPLE HE FOREKNEW- #8:29. That from the beginning of God's dealings with Abraham He KNEW everything that they would do, and deliberately chose them out of the whole world, makes absurd any suggestion that what had happened could frustrate His purposes, or make Him regret and abandon any of His promises. Equally God in making the promises knew precisely whom He meant by the statements that expressed His choice. God's elect - those who received Christ - WERE only a minority of the current Jewish population, but His elect had always been a minority within the visible Israel. The elect remnant of Paul's generation have not been cast off - they were now church members.

    What about the unbelieving remainder - the Jewish Nation as a whole - has it a future in God's purposes? It wasn't obvious then, but the elect Israel of Paul's generation, and those Jews converted to Christ later, would soon lose their identity, by being absorbed into the largely Gentile Church. IF the promises to Israel of a future National restoration to blessing (and role of blessing among the Nations) was to be fulfilled, it has to come through Israelites who retained their identity by retaining their rejection of Christ. (It seems that within 100 years of becoming Christians Jews generally lose all knowledge of their being Jews.) Would God preserve a group of Israelites? He has. Would He use them as He promised? Most Christians have ignored such a possibility. Paul now deals with this. It isn't merely a matter of casual interest - Our own security as individual Christians rests on God's unchanging faithfulness to His Scripture promises, in spite of any human failure or unbelief, 11:29.

WHAT SCRIPTURE SAID- 1 Ki 19:10, 14. OF- En- In, ELIJAH. Eli- My God jah- Jehovah. So Elijah whose name means "My God is Jehovah," appealed to Him - LORD- #9:28. THEY HAVE KILLED Your PROPHETS- Those God sent to speak on His behalf. DIGGED/torn DOWN THINE/Your ALTARS- It's interesting that in spite of their association with the worship of Jeroboam’s Golden Calves, Elijah recognised Israel's altars as being the Lord's altars, as opposed to those used for the worship of Baal. I AM LEFT ALONE- ELIJAH, in despair, believed he was the only survivor of the Godly. God reminded him that he wasn't the judge of such matters. God alone knows who are His.

11:4  THE ANSWER OF GOD- To Elijah's words and attitude. I HAVE RESERVED- During the process of His judgments on Israel, 1 Ki 19:15-18. They continued to exist because of God's purposes and personal action. David's Israeli army was 800,000, 2 Sam 24:9. Secular history records King Ahab in Elijah's time sent 2000 chariots and 10,000 infantry to the battle of Karkor. God's army in Israel was a mere 7000 – that would have been perhaps 1% - to 5% of the people - a tiny minority. But equally clearly such an elect believing remnant proved that God hadn't abandoned His people. God's foreknowledge prevents Him starting anything which will fail, Phil 1:6. His faithfulness to His purposes of salvation will continue and achieve its Goal, in spite of any opposition or failure. Cp 8:35-39; 11:33-36.God will maintain a remnant of Israel from which all His purposes for them will be fulfilled. (WE also will often find ourselves in a minority, and need to remember that we're not the only ones God has used, or can use. The others may have failed to come out of the camp at God's command, Num 11:26-27, may still work for Ahab, 1 Ki 18:3, have failed to follow Christ closely, Mk 9:38, or preach Him truly, but we're to rejoice and thank God for them, Phil 1:18. God has always had, and always will have, a MINORITY that are truly His.)

SEVEN THOUSAND- Seven and its multiples are sometimes symbols of completeness, and perfection - when each week reaches its 7th day, that's the basis for the next week to start. BOWED THE KNEE- They haven't even gone through the motions of Baal Worship. Such outward conformity to idolatry destroys heart Loyalty to God. Christians today, living among people who worship material prosperity, or self-indulgence are tempted to join in with the life-style of those around them – and be influenced by the godless rather that be a witness to them. 

11:5-6 AT THIS PRESENT TIME A REMNANT- As in Elijah's time, a remnant of Christian Jews were in a relationship of blessing with God. ACCORDING TO THE ELECTION OF/chosen by- #9:11. GRACE- #Charis- The word originally meant something which brings pleasure as in Lk 4:22. It came to mean the GRACE of God that receives US freely in loving kindness, and provides all we need in that same spirit. Paul uses the word over 100x. The Believing remnant of Israel exist because of God's choice/God's Grace. Like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, these haven't EARNED a place of blessing, but been granted it by God's Sovereign GRACE, as vessels of mercy, 9:23. They've received righteousness in Christ Jesus by Faith, as a gift, having given up any claim of earned righteousness. It was obvious that God didn't choose Saul/Paul because of his love for Christ and obedience to the Gospel, but by GRACE ALONE. Israel's sin and guilt, and consequent rejection by God, isn't glossed over - cp. Stephen's concluding remarks Acts 7. Always there's a remnant, which God alone can count up, Chosen by Him in grace - Works, zeal, what people call sincerity, devotion etc are NOT the deciding factors.

IF BY GRACE- GRACE GIVES freely, and what it gives is claimed and used by Faith. LAW DEMANDS WORKS, and exacts full penalty for failure to meet those demands. If Grace is conditioned in any way by a need for works, it ceases to be Grace. God's mercy is based on God's free choice, not on what men do, have done, or will do. THAT mercy, selects those He blesses, on the basis of nothing obvious or revealed to men. But, simply as an expression of His desire to bless at least some from among the undeserving mass of humanity whose sin and rebellion fitted them only for Judgment. GRACE and WORKS are mutually exclusive. Gifts can't be EARNED, or bought, or merited. Grace-Faith and Works-Law are opposites in the same sense as Light-Day and Darkness-Night are opposites. Any teaching that mixes such opposites makes the words lose all meaning. Paul isn't denying that the remnant did perform works of law - he had himself - but their works were not the reason for their having been chosen.

11:7-10  God's PURPOSES in His REJECTION of Israel

(God is ALWAYS working out His purposes. His people, including us, are secure.)

11:7. WHAT SHALL WE SAY- Sums up 11:1-6, and builds on it. ISRAEL NOT OBTAINED- They'd set out to know and serve God BY WORKS yet they had not found Him. Or found the Righteousness of being rightly related to Him.

THE ELECTION/elect- Ekloge #9:11. Ekloge is an abstract, general term. Using it here, instead of using the concrete term Eklektos- The elect, the elected ones (as in 8:33) emphasises that it is talking about God's action in determining the existence of the elect as a class. Not of His electing of a particular individual. OBTAINED- By abandoning self-effort, and receiving by Faith.

THE REST- Continues to contrast the individuals who by Grace were blessed - seen to be His elect - and the rejecting/rejected Nation. BLINDED/Hardened- Poroo- Aorist Tense. The use of this tense shows that the rejection happened at a key point, with ongoing unfortunate consequences. Not being in the active voice it emphasises the state they were in, not who caused it. All God's merciful approaches to man carry the possibility of hardening - TODAY.. harden not - by not responding, Heb 4:7. Israel's rejection of Christ and of the witness of Peter etc in Acts 2-7 is the key to the current situation. Our Lord's lament over Jerusalem, Mt 23:37-38, sums up God's part in the process. In God's justice, rejection of Christ leads to decreased capacity and inclination to receive Him. They were, in God's will, at the same time being hardened because disobedient, and also increasingly disobedient because increasingly hardened. This hardening functioned within His mercy - they were responding to the outstretched arms of His universal offer of mercy, 10:21. Hardening may not be permanent - Paul got saved.

    The Christ-Rejecters DESERVED hardening, they earned it. Yet only God's sovereign intervention in Grace enabled the others to escape the same result and doom. God has given man a freewill - He outlines to man what He wants him to do - but man can't kick God around. God who gave mankind the right to choose to harden himself against His will decrees that in doing so he will indeed be hardened. The longer a person hardens his heart against God the more likely it will be that the hardening becomes permanent. We must all face that fact. We should be urgent in praying and witnessing BEFORE IT'S TOO LATE.

11:8. SPIRIT OF SLUMBER/stupor- A state like the stupor and bewilderment from drunkenness or sleep. Paul is quoting the LXX. In Deu 29:4 their blindness - unbelief -prevented God from giving Israel the POSITIVE blessing. In Ps 60:3; Isa 29:10 the stupor is a NEGATIVE, a punitive gift, a punishment. Paul modifies the LXX to make it more definitely God's act. As recorded by Moses, Isaiah, or Paul in 1:24 God Gave them up to a state of being insensitive to spiritual realities. We see the Sanhedrin showing this  insensitivity, this spiritual blindness, in their reaction to the tomb guards' story, Mt 28:11-14, or the healing of the Lame man, Acts 4:16-17, etc. They showed no interest in the spiritual truth – Christ was risen, Christ was healing – all that mattered as far as they were concerned was how they could hush up the truth! Those who refused to hear Jesus their Messiah reached the stage when they couldn't.

    The Deuteronomy statement comes in a passage speaking of God's Grace and goodness to His people, and Isa 29 also goes on to speak of a time when the hardening will have passed, and blessing come in.

NOT SEE.. HEAR. Emphasises that they became incapable of being reached by His message of Mercy - as in 10:21. THE LIGHT OF HIS TRUTH BLINDS THEM. HIS VOICE offering them Mercy, DEAFENS. HIS LOVING PATIENCE HARDENS THEM. THIS PRESENT/very DAY- The words MAY suggest, "But not always in future."

11:9-10  DAVID SAID- Ps 69:22-23. David's bitter words spell out his reaction to those who, in response to his kindness, heaped mockery and suffering on him. They apply more aptly to those who responded similarly to the infinite, sacrificial love of the Son of GOD. God sent His Son to them to offer them the promised Kingdom. But in rejecting Him, they changed what God gave in blessing into a curse on them. THEIR TABLE- What God has provided to FEED them, Ps 23:5. Their abuse of it makes it function as the bait does on a TRAP! Christ, the true Bread from Heaven had been a FEAST offered. Their response had meant His coming functioned as a trap that caught their true nature that had been hidden beneath their outward show of Godliness! The abuse of God-given privileges makes them have a destructive effect, Num 11:33. Instead of reclining at ease feasting on God's provision, they have placed themselves in outer darkness, Mt 22:12-13. (The story of Circe's Table from the Odyssey shows even worldlings see this sort of punishment as appropriate.)

STUMBLING BLOCK- #9:33. A RECOMPENCE/restitution- Antapodoma- Anti- In return. Apo- Back. Didomi- To Give. The word emphasizes the judicial nature of what happened. The very Scriptures - the LAW - in which the Jews trusted, Jn 5:45-47, became their snare and stumbling block. This happened when they refused to accept that Jesus was Lord of the Sabbath, because He failed to keep the Sabbath rules they had added to God’s Law, Mt 12:8-14.

 THEIR EYES BE DARKENED- This was a response to light, Jn 9:39-41. Christians too need to beware of this, 2 Pet 1:9. BOW DOWN/be bent- under the burdens of slavery, or as the Hebrew suggests with grief and terror. ALWAY- Diapantos - Continually, not "For ever." To confirm this, check the other places where Diapantos is used, Mk 5:5; Acts 10:2; 24:16; Heb 5:6; 13:15, and you will see that it means “Always” in the sense of a continuing, or habitual action.  If Israel’s rejection into blindness and misery was a  permanent situation, surely Paul would have used Aionios, not Dia Pantos. Paul uses Aionions when speaking of other situations where there is a permanent consequence of a present action as in 2 Th 2:9; Philemon 1:1. Aionios, or Aion is the usual word for Eternal, etc.

11:11-16  God's PURPOSES for ISRAEL/ GENTILES & its Working Out

(NATIONAL - or Racial-Cultural - ISRAEL was the husk within which the True Israel had existed, the sphere within which God had worked. It was that National Israel that had fallen from God’s sphere of blessing. True Israel had been joined by Believing Gentiles to form the true Church. Around that invisible, true, Church was forming the husk of a new sphere of God's action - Religious Christendom = visible nations and cultures that were called "Christian." These nations, and cultures- Christendom” would enjoy the outward benefits of the Christian Gospel in much the same way as national Israel had enjoyed benefits from God’s work among them through His Law - see 9:6, 11:17. This counterpart of National Israel is referred to as THE GENTILES in the rest of this chapter. God's purpose in rejecting Christ-rejecting national Israel wasn't to abandon them, but to open the door of Salvation to the Gentiles, irrespective of nationality or Law-keeping. God had kept His promises to Israel in the minority who received Christ by Faith. Through them He reached out to the Gentiles in the Gospel, Acts 10:34-48, 11:20-21. This interwoven Jew/ Gentile, Church/ Israel situation will – in the end -  achieve God's original goals, and fulfil all His promises. His eternal purposes will unfold, step, by step.)

11:11. I SAY THEN- As in 11:1, but now showing the POSITIVE, expanding effect of God's action, not the diminishing to a remnant aspect. STUMBLED.. FALL? They HAD stumbled and lost their place but: a. Was their Fall an end in itself? No. God had a merciful purpose in letting Israel reject Christ and the Gospel, Acts 2:23. He made positive use of it, as with the wedding invitation, Lk 14:21-23.

b. Was their fall FINAL? Was there to be no recovery from it? Does it mean that they are outside the sphere of Salvation FOR EVER? When one FALLS the fall need not be permanent. One can pick oneself up again, or be picked up again, Mic 7:7-9. What Paul is saying is a challenge for Jews to repent, and look to the Lord in Faith.

FALL/Transgression- #Paraptoma- Not a Humpty Dumpty crash, but a deviation from the course that disqualifies them from this race. SALVATION- #10:1. THE GENTILES- Israel's trespass was specifically their rejection of Christ and handing Him over to the Gentiles to be crucified. That led to Salvation being available to ALL sinners, including Gentiles. This "Whosoever" Gospel was offensive to Jews proud of their superior position. In Jerusalem the Gospel was offered first in a Jewish setting, but National Israel rejected it as they had rejected Christ. And Jewish believers in Christ were driven out by the National Jewish authorities, and they took the Gospel out into the wider world, Acts 8:1-4. Paul repeated this "To the Jew FIRST" policy, but driven from the Synagogue, Acts 13:46, 18:6, 28:23-28 he preached directly to Gentiles in their Gentile setting - not requiring them to become a Jew and then a Christian - the whole Galatian epistle sets this out. 

    The Salvation of the Gentiles is of such great importance that the fall of the Jews from being God’s people is not JUST a tragedy. As a NATION they had failed to bring blessing to the Gentiles by ACCEPTING Christ, (only a minority accepted Him) so God used their NATIONAL REJECTION to be the means of bringing blessing to the gentiles. National Israel drove the Christ-accepting minority out into the Gentile world, and they witnessed there, Acts 8:3-4; 11:19-20. 
 God is Sovereign and doesn't allow puny man to frustrate His plans, or limit Himself to using any nation or Church Group. Churches at the forefront of evangelism may lose that position through pride and lapse into “fundamentalist” legalism or into “liberal” unbelief.

PROVOKE THEM TO JEALOUSY/Make them envious- When national Israel disqualified itself, individuals from it qualified - as sinners claiming forgiveness and righteousness as a gift, Acts 2:40, and later Gentiles joined them on the same basis. The entry of Gentiles into obvious blessings would cause further individual Jews to want what they saw Gentiles enjoying in Christ. But, as NATIONAL Israel is being constantly contrasted with the Gentiles, here it follows that Paul is talking also about the Jews as a racial-religious-cultural entity being provoked into blessing, when proud unbelief disqualifies the entity he calls the Gentiles, 11:11-22. 

11:12. FALL/Transgression- #11:11. RICHES OF THE WORLD- Used as an equivalent of "The Gentiles." The Gentiles aren't just being used to make the Jews jealous - the Blessing they receive is GREAT in itself. God's grace to them brings them riches AS GENTILES. First through the rejection of the Jews, as at the time when Paul was writing. And, at some time in the indefinite future, he proclaims that the Gentiles will be blessed even more by the restoration to blessing of National Israel .

DIMINISHING/Loss- Hettema - If from Hetton- inferior, less, smaller - Paul is referring to the cutting down of Israel’s numbers to a remnant. If Hettema is derived from Hettasthai- defeat, failure as in the only other use of Hettema, in 1 Cor 6:7, here it would refer to the defeat and failure of National Israel's hopes - the kingdom of God taken away from them. The Rejection of Christ by National Israel was both a TRESPASS and a DEFEAT. RICHES OF THE GENTILES- Spiritually, bringing them the spiritual riches of Salvation.

THEIR FULNESS- Pleroma- It was National-Racial-Cultural Israel that had trespassed, stumbled, fallen and been defeated by their unbelief, so the future FULNESS will be theirs also. (It’s not talking about INDIVIDUALS coming to fullness, but the fullness of blessing coming to the groups, Israel, and the non-Jewish Nations.) Pleroma is the opposite of Hettema, and it will reverse what had happened to Israel following its rejection of Christ. At some time in the future National Israel will turn to God and their Faith-obedience will replace their present Unbelief-disobedience. Acceptance by God will then replace their current rejection, diminishing and defeat will be replaced by expansion, gain, and triumph. All of this will grow out of Israel abandoning her proud attempt at law-keeping, independent-of-God, self-righteousness, and accepting as repentant sinners, the free and abundant mercy of God in Christ. This is promised in Isa 66:7-13, Zech 12:10-13:1, etc. 

    In God's purposes of Grace National Israel had rejected Christ, and driven the believing Jews out to evangelise and bless the Gentiles. This verse says that as the witness of a minority of national Israel - a FEW Jews - believing in Christ, had brought such a blessing to the World, a tremendous blessing will result when the majority of National Israel – MANY Jews - come to faith in Christ and go out into the world as His witnesses. 

    Our Lord's response to Will you at this time restore the Kingdom to Israel? was to say that the Chronos- point of time in the world's history, and the Kairos- appropriate season and circumstances for the restoration of the kingdom to Israel, were in the Father's hands = The Kingdom would be restored to Israel WHEN God chose. Meanwhile witnessing is the business of His Servants, Acts 1:6-8. As the first great witness, the Apostle Peter was inspired to promise that if Israel repented and turned to the Lord, Jesus Christ would be sent back to them to fulfil all the OT Promises - but this couldn't happen until God intervenes to put the world to rights, Acts 3:18-26. See APPENDIX 4.

11:13-14  I SPEAK/am talking TO YOU GENTILES- Increasing their knowledge of God and His purposes for Israel will help them play their part. Gentile readers RECEIVED the Gospel and its benefits FROM Israel, and an interchange of blessing continues between Jews and Gentiles.

APOSTLE- One sent and authorised to act on behalf of the sender - the emphasis is on AUTHORISED, not on their travelling. In the LXX, Ahijah, sitting at home, greeted Jeroboam's wife "I'm an APOSTLE to you," 1 Ki 14:6. The 12 were chosen by the Lord as His AUTHORISED witnesses and representatives. Paul was chosen later as the authorised witness and representative to the Gentiles, Acts 22:21, Gal 2:7-9. As he was an Apostle Paul had the responsibility and right to speak candidly and give them the Lord's message.

THE GENTILES- The non-Jewish peoples, collectively- before they were converted, and whether they were converted or not - as distinct from the Jews NATIONALLY, to whom Peter was sent, Gal 2:7-9. The GENTILES in Rom 11 never means the Jew + Gentile CHURCH. The Bible speaks of everyone being either JEW, or GENTILE, by birth, with the CHURCH OF GOD being drawn from both, Eph 2:11-16, 1 Cor 10:32. When the Lord calls His Church home there'll again be only Jew and Gentile on earth.

MAGNIFY/make much of- Doxazo- To glorify, honour, magnify. From Doxa #9:4. God is Glorified by being seen to be what He is by what He does. Paul would "Glorify His Role as God's servant" by being and doing what God appointed Him to be and do  - as he was in writing this Epistle. Take pride in my work, Give thanks to God for my work, Make the most of my work - are all translations conveying something of this.

OFFICE/ministry- Diakonia- What a Diakonos- A Servant, a deacon, does. It wasn't the sphere of service his heart would have chosen, Acts 22:17-21, but it was God's will, and God’s way of blessing Paul's  fellow-Jews - indirectly. Whatever OUR spiritual concern may be, we'll further it best by doing the work HE gives us to the limit of our ability.

11:14. PROVOKE TO EMULATION/arouse to envy MY FLESH/own people- See 9:3. Even in his energetic witness to Gentiles which offended many of his fellow Jews, he had the blessing of the good of the Jews in mind. The Jews won't miss out by his success in evangelising Gentiles - he's acting in love for them. 
 

I MIGHT SAVE- #9:27. By bringing them to Christ. We know, and Paul taught, that God alone could save, yet in grace we join God in that grand work of His. SOME- cp. 1 Cor 9:22. God purposes/ plans/ intends that the MASS of Israel will be restored. Paul makes no boast of his being the means by which that will be done, but he's going all out to save at least SOME - as many as possible. Any success in evangelising the Gentiles furthers that. Paul is being realistic. He proclaims the vast goal of an indefinite future, and rather than daydream, spends himself energetically to accomplish what God made possible for him to do, now.

11:15. FOR IF- More about Israel's restoration blessing the Gentiles. THE CASTING AWAY/rejection- Apobole- From Apoballo- To throw off, cast away. He's been describing with increasing solemnity what ISRAEL had done, and was to blame for, and its results. Now he speaks the full horror of it – Israel has been CAST AWAY. When they rejected their Messiah, God accepted their decision – he disconnected them from Himself, at His end.

RECONCILING- Katallage - To be reconciled, restored to fellowship. Israel would some time in the future be restored to fellowship with God. Katallage is the opposite of Apobole- CAST AWAY. The only other time Katallage is used in the NT is in 5:10-11. When we are legally made right with God - Justified, we are restored to fellowship with Him. Israel had been God's witness to the Gentiles with some success – to Ruth, Naaman, Nebuchadnezzar, Nineveh, Gentile Proselytes in Synagogues, Acts 13:43 etc. But generally Jewish pride and separatism made them more a BARRIER between God and the Gentiles they despised, than a witness to them. By making itself a walled-off-from-the-nations nation, Israel had disqualified itself from being a witness, and had been set aside. That had opened the door to individual Gentiles to come directly to God, without first becoming Jews. 
THE RECEIVING/acceptance- God had CAST AWAY Israel as a righteous response to their casting out of Christ, Lk 23:18. He had given them what they had asked for and earned, Jn 19:15. Here Paul speaks of God in Sovereign Mercy reversing this action and receiving - accepting - again the nation of Israel, and fulfilling His OT promises to them.

LIFE FROM THE DEAD- That is that National Israel – the mass of the people who are Jews by race, religion and culture - currently DEAD to God, will instantly come to life spiritually when Christ returns to set up His Kingdom in Jerusalem. And the Gentiles will come to LIFE spiritually through Israel, Isa 2:1-5, 66:8-13, etc. 
 This isn't the final resurrection and judgment, but a BLESSING on Gentiles through restored Israel so overwhelming as to make the blessings of the Gospel pale by comparison. Only the promised Millennial Kingdom under the rule of Messiah is adequate for what Paul is saying - resurrected Israel enjoying Spiritual, physical and material blessings, and administering these for Christ to bring the Gentile world - A world dead to God since the Fall - into living relationship with Him, in a restored world. See APPENDIX 4.

11:16. FIRSTFRUITS- Aparche- The LXX uses Aparche- to translate Bikkur- Earliest Ripe, Ex 23:16; Reshith- Principal part, Num 18:12: and Terumah – translated “Heave offering” in the KJV – of Flesh, Ex 29:27, and in Num 18:8-32 the first part of the bread dough presented to God, as food for Priests and Levites. This sanctified - made holy - the rest of the bread to be eaten by God’s holy/sanctified people (not those in ritual uncleanness), Num 15:19-21. This isn't explicitly stated in Num 15 but was implicit because as an Aparche- Firstfruit offering it was associated with Lev 19:23-25, Num 18:8-32, Deut 26:12-15. In symbol, Abraham (with Isaac and Jacob) was the "Firstfruit," that was holy/set apart by God, for God. So the "lump" – Abraham’s posterity - were also set apart for God. 
 This sense of Paul’s words fits the figure of root and branch.

THE ROOT- Of the OLIVE TREE- Abraham and the Patriarchs are a HOLY ROOT from which God’s people sprang up and grew. And that was not by any innate or acquired virtue of their own, but by the electing Grace of God. In one sense this reaches out to ALL Believers, Rom 4:11-13, through their having received Christ, whose human ancestry was recorded back to Abraham, Mt 1:1. In a different sense it reaches out and affects the mass of Jews who rejected Him, but whose descendants - generation by generation- have lived and died in the OT truths as they understood them, and who as a nation will be reborn in a day, Isa 66:5-24 – “Life from the dead!” God still has loving purposes for them, 11:28. God is faithful to His original promises and those promises give the Jew a special place - FIRST in the Kingdom offer the 12 were sent out to proclaim, Mt 10:5-10, then FIRST in the Gospel offer, and when the fruit of it in the Church drifts into unbelief again the Jew FIRST in the Kingdom, 11:22-27.

11:17-24 The OLIVE TREE  -  the Channel of Blessing

(God planted the Olive tree – began the mighty growth of blessing that has come through Abraham, Gen 12:1-3, and will yet complete it. The "grafting" doesn't describe a NATURAL process, 11:24 – grafting won’t change wild olive.) It's an imaginative teaching parable (cp. Judg 9:7-21) warning Gentiles to avoid a proud and presumptuous attitude which would lead to damning unbelief.

The singular is used for the Gentiles, as the theme from 11:11 onwards is God's actions towards the JEWS as a unit, and the GENTILES as a unit - cutting off the Jews – as a unit - from the place of blessing to bring blessing to the Gentiles – as a unit. Now it speaks of reversing the process. 

An INDIVIDUAL unbelieving Jew wasn't cut off to make room for each INDIVIDUAL Gentile to be grafted in. It's NOT a warning to INDIVIDUAL Believers that their continued Salvation depends on the nature of their continued response to God. It isn’t saying that if they have Faith they are grafted in. If they fall into unbelief they will be  cut off. If they again have Faith they will be regrafted in. That would make Salvation dependent on WORKS - the persistent good conduct of Christians, and on HUMAN WILL, their choosing to have Faith. God has stated emphatically in this epistle that Salvation depends entirely on His ETERNAL, UNCHANGING foreknowledge, election, and faithfulness, 8:28-39, 9:16, 11:29, etc. He can't deny Himself, 2 Tim 2:12-13.)

11:17-18  BRANCHES BROKEN OFF- Aorist- Indicating that it happened at a point of time with ongoing effect. A single action happening once within that generation affecting National Israel as a whole, and individual Jews only indirectly. (This special significance of the Aorist tense is obvious here, though not always obvious.) God who planted the olive tree has the right to break off branches that won't grow in the way he requires them to grow. By their rejection of their Messiah, visible Israel cut themselves off from their place of privilege as the Lord's chosen people, and God broke them off from any connection with the blessings promised to Abraham, etc. and offered in Christ. The Christ-accepting Gentiles joined the Christ-accepting Jews in enjoying it. National Israel had wanted and enjoyed only the material privileges of living in the land God gave - see 9:6. When they drove out the Christian Jews, Acts 8:1, they forfeited the land. Their eviction wasn't immediate - Jerusalem wasn't destroyed for 40 years. The Jewish historian Josephus says the murder of "James the Just" the Lord's brother, Gal 1:19, was the action which brought God's Judgment. Total eviction from the land followed the revolt of Bar Kochba 65 years later.

A WILD OLIVE TREE/shoot GRAFFED IN- God in Grace, without their in any way deserving it, grafted the “wild olive” Gentiles into the stock of the promises to Abraham. As a result the blessings inherent in God working through Abraham, Isaac... through to Jesus, flow into their life. Again this is a single, once-and-for-all action, at one time, removing the mediatory role of Jews and placing Gentiles in direct contact with God through the one Mediator - Christ offered in the Gospel. It's the GENTILES, not the Church, who are the wild olive grafted in, and risk being cut off as the Church includes Jews. Individual Believers can't be cut off from God's favour, 8:38-39. Believing Gentiles now formed, with believing Jews, God's true people, the Church. Around them, as with Israel in 9:6, nominal Christian - outwardly Christianised - communities began to grow up. (See introductory note section 11:11-16.) "The Gentiles" and "Israel," as contrasted in this chapter, include the national-external, and the invisible-spiritual, viewed as a whole - God alone can draw the dividing line between them. Throughout this section the singular is used as it speaks of ISRAEL and the GENTILES as single entities. The direct challenge is to the Gentile Church - and the Christianised community in which it functions and out of which it is maintained - as to its attitude to the sovereign grace of God, and to the Jews whose heritage they've acquired through His intervention. The “wild olive tree” GENTILES don't replace the good olive tree. God doesn't abandon His previous work and promises.

PARTAKEST/share in- Sunkoinonos- Sharing in fellowship with Believing Jews. Sun- With. Koinonos- Having in common, having fellowship with, sharing. ROOT AND FATNESS/ nourishing sap- Piotes- Fatness. From Pion- Fat. The olive tree life and sap which produced Olive Oil. The Gentiles are reminded that all the blessings they have come to enjoy in Christ come to them through God's cultivation of Abraham and his descendants the Jews, Jn 4:22. They now share the position of favour and Salvation that had originally been given to Israel and is still held by the believing remnant of Israel, with whom they enjoyed it. There's no room for any contempt of the Jews.

OLIVE TREE/root. God had CULTIVATED Israel for 2,000 years while the Gentiles were left to grow wild. But this Olive Tree isn't Israel as a nation physically descended from Abraham – it isn’t national, VISIBLE Israel - Converted Gentiles didn’t become Jews. (They were forbidden to, Gal 5:1-6.) It is the PLACE IN RELATION TO GOD that had been occupied by spiritual Israelites, who walked with God by Faith as they had learned from Abraham. Cp 4:13-17; Gal 3:23-29.

BOAST- It's as natural - and as dangerous - for Gentiles to boast of having replaced National Israel, as it had been for Jews to despise Gentiles. THE ROOT Supports- The ROOT STOCK can easily sprout again, or receive a new graft. The BRANCH can't - in their dry climate - provide roots for itself if it tries to "Go it Alone." The Gentile Believer (and the Christianised community) owe their existence to the Written Word of God, and the Saviour, and both sprang from Israel. The Grace of God to Gentiles reached them through the electing Grace of God to Abraham and his descendants. That Grace through Jews, included Jewish rejection of Christ, and their handing Him over to the Gentiles to be crucified, as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world. There's no reason for ANYONE to be proud.

11:19-21  BROKEN OFF THAT I.. GRAFTED IN- self-righteous complacent egotism uses the half-truth as an excuse for a sense of superiority, and a contemptuous attitude towards Jews - which led to disgraceful persecution of Jews later. Anti-Semitism and all arrogance and contempt for others is ruled out by the fact that ALL God’s people depend on His Sovereign grace. The "I" is speaking on behalf of the collective Gentile wild olive branch who share a common privilege and common danger – that of adopting a sinfully proud attitude. The point of the whole passage is the present and future status of Israel as a collective Group, currently outside the sphere of God's Blessing.

UNBELIEF- Apistia- Refusal to believe, disobedience, unbelief. Israel disconnected themselves from the promises and the promised Messiah by refusing to stay with the growing tree in what it became with the coming of the Christ. It was National Jewish unbelief that opened the way to Salvation for the Gentiles, not any virtue of the Gentiles. STAND BY FAITH- #9:30. Unbelief and Faith are both datives - meaning that they're not the GROUNDS of punishment and reward, simply statements of facts. It is by the fact of their unbelief that National Israel were cut off, and the fact of their believing that Gentiles are grafted in. Jews might SEEM to have some claim on God through their Law-keeping. Believing Gentiles obviously needed to accept Salvation as a gift - by Faith, Acts 28:28. They didn't earn, or qualify for, the blessing.

HIGHMINDED/arrogant- A self-destructive attitude as in Jn 8:31-59. FEAR/be afraid- Beware. To have been given a privileged position one's predecessor lost through proud complacency is a very good reason for avoiding those sins. God isn't a random blessing machine. What's given in Grace is a stewardship, given for His purposes - not a lotto win, or a reward for our superior performance. Arrogance and presumption is dangerous, Mt 18:28.

IF GOD SPARED NOT THE NATURAL BRANCHES- If anyone had any right to security it was the Jews. The Gentiles must beware of following the Jew in using Scripture to build a system that gives a sense of rights or righteousness other than that granted freely in Grace. The fact is that Catholics, Orthodox and Protestants of all kinds have built such systems. Pride in “OUR Church,” its doctrines and practices and pride in our loyalty to them makes us feel we have a righteousness – a right to be used and praised by God - that other Christians lack, and  cuts us off from Christ and from Grace, Gal 5:1-6.

11:22. BEHOLD/Consider- Imperative = “You must pay attention to this." THE GOODNESS/kindness- Living by Faith is not in itself a virtuous and effective act, it's simply living by God's kindness. SEVERITY/sternness- The word is used of Judging and punishing strictly according to the Law. Privilege INCREASES responsibility, it doesn't excuse presumptuous laxity, 1 Pet 1:13-19. Kindness-Grace and severity/Wrath are attributes of God revealed in the Gospel, 1:16-19. And they are related to human Faith/obedience, and Unbelief/disobedience.

IF CONTINUE IN HIS KINDNESS- Continue to act in such a way that He can and will be kind to you. While His Kindness is God's activity - not caused by their actions - it can't operate against the character of God, or the character of man as man possesses freewill.

CUT OFF- God can't bless apostasy. The saved are to continue in the grace of God, the enjoyment of God's goodness, not claim the independence of self-indulgence, or self-righteousness. IF they don't continue, as foreknown, chosen, foreordained to Christ-Likeness by a God who never takes back His gifts, vs 29, they can't be LOST... but can become what Paul made sure he didn't become - A CASTAWAY/disqualified, 1 Cor 9:27. Unless he repents such a person is no further use for God because God can't bless or use them in that state - they're a menace to His work. Cp 1 Cor 11:28-32. Some enter Heaven with nothing to show for their lives, 1 Cor 3:15. While there's an indirect warning to individuals in this statement, it is speaking of God's severity to unbelieving Israel that cut off National Israel - Israel Collectively - not as unbelieving individuals. It was as individuals that Jews were invited to desert from this position and Save themselves in Acts 2:40. Nothing will cut the CHURCH off from its Head, or separate the individual Believer from the love of God, but unbelief does forfeit a privileged position. When God was no longer willing to use the VISIBLE Church in North Africa, Persia, Arabia etc He allowed it to be wiped out by Islam. But, true Believers in it would have been taken to Glory. The same will be true world-wide when God's redeemed are taken out before Judgement falls (as Noah, and Lot were taken out, Lk 17:26-29; 2 Pet 2;6-9.) when 1 Th 4:13-17 happens.

    The Gentile equivalent of National Israel – Christendom - "Christian" nations enjoying the material, civil, moral, and cultural benefits of living in a Christianised society - wasn't fully established until the time of Constantine. Today there is hardly anywhere in the world where the influence of Christ and Christianity isn't felt. People may still follow the harsh customs of their religion – Moslems in Iran etc murder those who convert to Christianity, and amputate the hands of thieves; Hindu’s occasionally may burn a widow on the husband's funeral pyre – but exposure to the Christian Gospel makes many of them UNCOMFORTABLE in doing so. They hate it becoming world-wide news. When Faith-obedience is strong among Christians and the Gospel is strongly proclaimed, Christian principles dominate the Christianised world. When churches lapse into unbelief, as at present, the material and social benefits of Christianity begin to be lost. Such unbelief-turning from the Gospel, will one day forfeit the privilege of hearing it and close the Gospel door when the Gentiles' day is over.

11:23-24  ABIDE NOT/persist- Don’t continue. IN UNBELIEF- #11:20. GOD IS ABLE TO GRAFT THEM IN AGAIN- That He cut off the Jews, and grafted in the Gentiles, is the guarantee that He can reverse the process. Spiritual things can be done by God alone. But men have the responsibility of setting God free to bless them, by turning to Him in prayer seeking His blessing on the right basis God be merciful to me the sinner, Lk 18:13, 2 Chr 7:14. WILD OLIVE BY NATURE- The Gentiles had been a wild olive by nature as well as by position. They would still be “wild olive” apart from God's intervention in sovereign grace. Whereas the Jews when they turn to Christ will be coming home - by that same grace - to where by nature they rightly belong. It's to be expected that God would welcome the Jews back into blessing, and natural for God to work towards that happening. It's THEIR OWN OLIVE TREE that they can be grafted into, not an alien "Church Olive Tree." There's only ONE Olive tree - the patriarchal root, and the OT - is never uprooted and replaced, no matter how many branches are cut off or grafted in. In fact Christ and the Gospel sprang from it.

11:25-30  The (now revealed) MYSTERY of God’s Merciful Plan

(The FULNESS of the Gentiles & the SALVATION of ALL ISRAEL. Paul switches from logical argument to direct quotations from God's Word that show God MUST restore National Israel to blessing. All that has been said about God's sovereign merciful purposes working though – and in spite of -  all human failure and unbelief, leads to this.)

11:25. I WOULD NOT/Do not want ... IGNORANT- Paul uses this lead-in when he wants the readers to pay careful attention to something which they might already know, but not be giving full weight to. MYSTERY- Musterion- Originally the word referred to the special secrets of heathen "Mystery Religions" which only those initiated could know. There's nothing secretive, selective, or unintelligible about what the Bible calls a mystery. When God reveals it, as in Lk 24:27, Acts 10:33-48, etc it's to be proclaimed to all. What are called “Mysteries” in the NT are things God chose not to reveal in the OT, or in Christ's teachings. The OT and Christ’s teachings prepared for the Messianic Kingdom AND for the Christian Church, but on the surface ONLY THE KINGDOM WAS BEING OFFERED. Presumably it wouldn't have been possible, or fair to the Jews, to have made BOTH options clear to them. At first Peter preached the Gospel as offering the Kingdom to Israel, as in Acts 3:19-26. Cornelius' conversion was a shock, Acts 10.45.

God chose Paul to complete the revelation of His will concerning the Church, and Israel, so Paul uses the word Musterion- Mystery 21 times - in Eph 3:4-6, 1 Cor 15:51, etc. Israel's blindness and rejection was no mystery, as this chapter has shown. It was made clear also in Jn 12:35-41, the Vineyard Parable Mt 21:33-46, etc. The AS YET UNREVEALED mystery was when Israel's blindness WOULD END, and Israel welcome Jesus as their Messiah – King, Zech 12:8-13:1; Mt 23:39; Acts 1:6-8. In 3:12-21 Peter witnessed in the power of the Spirit, to Christ in proclaiming the Gospel. But he also witnessed to the fact that if only Israel would repent and turn to Christ, that would open the way for Him to return and restore the Kingdom to them.

YOUR OWN CONCEITS/conceited- Pride is dangerous. Christians and Christendom –Christianised Gentiles must not imagine that they are better, or wiser than Israel. The secret is that they are being blessed as a step in the unfolding of God's purposes. It came THROUGH Israel, and has a purpose TOWARDS Israel.

BLINDNESS/hardening- As with Pharaoh, 9:17, and the Disciples Mk 6:52; 8:17, etc – the blindness of the disciples was not lifted until AFTER the resurrection of Christ. IN PART- Not PARTIAL blindness, but PART of Israel has blindness - the remnant of Israel, including the Apostle Paul, can see perfectly. From this hardening arose the Gentile mission, and it would continue until that was complete. UNTIL- The restoration of Israel was IMPLIED in 11:24. Now it is clearly stated. WHILE, is a possible translation – the blindness is continuing WHILE the fullness of the Gentiles is being gathered in. But UNTIL is better, as the emphasis is on a point in time when the blindness will cease.

FULNESS/Full number- Pleroma- The word has a variety of meanings, and the setting determines which is meant. In 11:12, FULNESS was contrasted with the minority, the remnant, so it meant the RECEIVING of the majority, the mass of Israel currently in unbelief-rejection. Here the  IN PART hardening has a numerical content - so it means "Until the complete number of the Gentiles comes to God."

GENTILES BE/Has COME IN- Those who accept that this statement is God's Word, but ignore the OT Kingdom promises it refers to, agonise over it saying things like "But when the LAST Gentile is added to the church, the number of the elect is also complete - so no more gentiles or Jews can be saved. So it can’t result in – be followed by - all Israel  being saved. And if All Israel WERE saved at that stage, it would be impossible for them to be a blessing to the Gentiles because it was all the elect Gentiles already being saved which released the Jews from blindness!!!!"

     Blind Optimists say it means "When the Gentile nations as a whole turn to God, the Jews as a whole will turn to God." While details must remain unclear, once one takes the OT Kingdom promises to Israel as still valid, as 11:29 insists we must, the general picture is clear. The terminating point for direct access of THE GENTILES to God through the Church has already been stated as being - When their dominant reaction is proud UNBELIEF they'll qualify for being cut off from being God's sphere of action as the JEWS had earlier qualified for being cut off. Then the proclamation of the Gospel among the Gentiles will have completed God's purpose. The Gentiles will lose their privilege of direct access to God with the closing of the Gospel Door into the Church as the completed Church is caught up to heaven, 1 Th 4:15-17.

    As Zech 12-13, makes clear, restoration into blessing won't happen automatically to all those born Jews. God's sovereign action will follow His normal pattern - Grace granted that will bring to repentance and Faith those willing to respond. Judicial blindness will be lifted from National Israel FULLY when, God pours upon them the spirit of grace and supplication and like Paul, Acts 9:3-6, they look on Him they pierced, Zech 12:10, and turn to Christ in their thousands. From Revelation chapters 7 - 15 it seems that God will before then have begun to take up Israel again as His sphere of action in the world. And restored them to their privileged position as Mediators between Him and the Gentiles - as the world shapes up for Judgment. (Times of Gentiles in Lk 21:24 seems to refer to the period of Gentile domination of the Jews, beginning with the Babylonian captivity, 2 Chron 36:1-21.)

11:26  ALL ISRAEL - What does ALL ISRAEL mean? 1. Some say it means - All the elect of the Nation of Israel. But there's no MYSTERY about their being saved, it's an obvious fact.

2. Some say it means - All the elect Jews and Gentiles. But the whole passage has been CONTRASTING Jews and Gentiles. It couldn't suddenly say that the FULNESS of the Gentiles is the SAME AS all Israel being saved!

3. Some say it means - Every individual Israelite. But the analogy isn't EVERY INDIVIDUAL Israelite cut off and every individual Israelite restored.

4. Some say it means - The nation of Israel as a whole. This fits logically into what God has been saying through Paul. This passage has recorded that the major part of Israel - visible National Israel - was unbelieving, disobedient, cast away, branches cut off, blinded-hardened. And it has been building up the idea that this would be reversed at some time in the future. This reversal has to be on the same scale and affecting the same group. So here ALL ISRAEL must mean Israel as a national unit - the same unit as was currently in unbelief and rejection. 

SHALL BE SAVED- #9:27. This is the final and emphasized part of the statement as it is supported by the quote which follows and the quote explains what SAVED means in this context. AS WRITTEN- The quote is a composite of Isa 59:20 -21a in the LXX, with some influence from Ps 14:7, 53:6, 110:2. The mystery revealed to Paul took its place along with the Scripture which confirmed the new truth. THE DELIVERER- Rhuomai- One who rescues, or delivers. COME TO ZION- Not to Bethlehem. Zech 14:4 speaks of this coming of the Lord to Zion – earthly Jerusalem surrounded by earthly enemies. It doesn't fit Zion as the heavenly sanctuary as in Gal 4:26; Heb 12:22-24; Rev 3:12. TURN AWAY UNGODLINESS/ Godlessness- Asebeia- Irreverent wickedness, disregard for/ defiance of God. A spiritual transformation, Zech 13:1. It can’t be a spiritual or heavenly Zion, because there is no ungodliness there, to be removed. JACOB- The use of this name, as in Isa 41:14 suggests it is talking about those who are Jews by NATURAL BIRTH, not an idealised ISRAEL. 

11:27. THIS IS MY COVENANT- #9:4. What God has promised in 11:26 is covered by God's unshakable covenant spelled out in Isa 59:20-21. The Kingdom prophecies are covenants, Isa 61:8, 62:8-12; Jer 31:31-34; 32:37-44; 33:25-26; 50:4-5; Ezek 34:11-31; 37:21-28. These have been partially fulfilled in the return recorded in Ezra, and some spiritual equivalents enjoyed by Christians, but Paul points forward to a day when the physical and material blessings will be enjoyed worldwide. These will follow the direct intervention of the Lord in coming to Jerusalem to deliver them from defeat at the hands of besieging enemies, and He will transform them into humble, joyful worshippers, and servants of Jesus their Messiah.

ALL ISRAEL TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS- Hamartia - The root of sin, man's sinful nature, and the sinful acts it produces. That Hamartia means literally "Missing the mark," suggests: The arrow's uselessness to the shooter - and with man that uselessness is willful. The pointlessness to the arrow, which exists to hit. The finality of the opportunity lost, unless the arrow is found and given another chance. And possibly damage done if the arrow struck a wrong object. And the arrow’s need to submit to adjustment/remaking for success to become possible. Israel has experienced all that - how gladly they will rejoice in and serve their Messiah Jesus who takes away their sins, Zec 13:1, Jn 1:29. While material blessings will be enjoyed in it the Earthly Kingdom has a spiritual core based on God’s forgiveness of sins by His Grace.

11:28. GOSPEL.. ENEMIES- Not here enemies of Christians - though they were that at times - but enemies of God in that they were alienated from His purposes, favour and blessing, while still objects of God's LOVE and loving purposes. The CONTENT of the Gospel as in Acts 2, etc proclaimed God's love for Israel, and brought those accepting it into fellowship with Him. But the EFFECT on the rest was to stir them up to enmity against Christ, the Gospel, its preachers, and God Himself, Jn 15:18-25.

FOR YOUR SAKES- See 11:11, etc. Even their rejection of Christ - their enmity- provided a crucified Saviour and without that there would have been no Gospel. Gentiles should stand with God in still loving the Jews, as Paul did, and working towards their blessing.

ELECTION- #9:11. In 11:6-7 those chosen “elected” are the remnant faithful to God amid national apostasy. Here it refers to National Israel - God's chosen sphere of action in the world, Deu 7:6-8; 10:15; 14:2; Isa 45:4 - not merely the individual Jews within it who are, as individuals, God’s chosen ones. The firstfruits, root.. 11:16, still affect the whole, National-cultural-religious Israel. It's still their OWN tree, though that generation rejected Him. Their current enmity-unbelief can't cancel GOD's purposes for His chosen. Israel became God's people by the election of Sovereign Grace, not their own merit. Their demerit can't cancel it.

BELOVED- Agapetos- Not friends in the sense of present mutually enjoyed fellowship - Phileo would be appropriate for that. But objects of God's affectionate loving Agape- Jn 3:16 type Love. This was true all the time, in their enmity He was working out His loving purposes for them. BELOVED FOR THE FATHERS' SAKE- For the sake of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. NOT for any imagined merit EARNED by the Fathers and available for their descendants, as the Rabbis liked to pretend. But because God in sovereign grace CHOSE the Fathers in His electing mercy, as stated earlier. (Modern western man is bound by the tyranny of the present. He lives in comfort by borrowing $Billions, using up oil reserves etc, and finds it difficult to show any concern for the effect this doing this will have on his descendants. Other cultures were - and are - less selfish. Godly Israelites had, in distressing times, taken comfort in the fact that in a future day their descendants would prosper in God's triumphant Kingdom. God – who lives within eternity, where all things are ever present - can let a thousand unfruitful years or generations pass, for the sake of the BEST POSSIBLE HARVEST, at whatever cost to Himself, or men, and so fulfil the elective purposes of His Mercy.)

11:29. GIFTS- Charisma- Things God gives in sovereign Grace- Charis, including Eternal Life, Rom 6:23. CALLING- In the NT the word is always used of the calling that has a Heavenly origin, nature, and destiny. Especially God's invitation to men to accept Salvation with all its benefits. He called Israel to be His special people to stand in a special relation to Him, Hos 11:1, and to perform a special function in relation to His purposes of Grace in the world. cp. Paul's calling, 1:1.

WITHOUT REPENTANCE/Irrevocable- Ametameletos - Not repented of, unregretted. The word refers to emotional repentance, a change of heart A- Not. Meta- After. Melo- To care for. There can never be any change of heart on God’s part. This word is used elsewhere only in 2 Cor 7:10 - Godly sorrow works repentance- Metanoia- changed thinking, changed Nous- mind; unto salvation, not to be repented of- Ametameletos. The person who repents will always be glad that he repented.  In a sense God does adjust the details of His treatment of men to take into account THEIR changes of attitude and behaviour - their response to His announced plans/thinking, Jer 18:7-11; 26:1-13, Jonah and Nineveh, etc. Those changes are always in harmony with His unchanging Holiness, Righteousness, Wisdom, Truth, and Love. And God's ATTITUDE of Love, and ANNOUNCED loving purposes remain unchanged. God never takes back His gifts or cancels His choices. In all He does He is consistent with the character of His Being, faithful to His Word, and ultimately triumphant in His purposes.

    People can be at the same time God’s ENEMIES - the position they have placed themselves in - and also God’s BELOVED - God's attitude towards them never changes. Those who have dealt with rebellion in a child will understand that we don’t cease to love the child while we must deal with his rebellion! Romans 9:6-13 established that God is free to call and create His people as He pleases. Here we're reminded that as He's unchanging, and knows all from the start, He never regrets or revokes any acts of Grace - such as the promises He gave to Abraham. God has given National-racial-religious Israel special privileges, 9:4-5 and a mission to be a blessing in the world. In a sense  National Israel existed, and will exist, for the sake of the true spiritual Israel within it. But spiritual Israel could not exist without national Israel, and at some time in the future National Israel as a whole will again enjoy spiritual blessings. God's purposes and promises will then be fulfilled FULLY in them. Not that Jewish descent establishes a claim on God that limits His freedom. His freedom to act is limited only by His own Nature. Even His wrath and Men's actions that cause it, is made to serve His purposes of Mercy, Ps 76:10. Throughout this chapter Paul has built up the picture of God accomplishing His announced purposes, by restoring currently cast-off National Israel to Himself and His bringing them into ALL the blessings He has promised in the OT and NT.

11:30-32  Pivotal Points in the Implementing of God’s Purposes

(The past switch of God's sphere of action on earth from Israel to the Gentiles, and the future switch back from the Gentiles to Israel.)

11:30. NOT BELIEVED/disobedient- #1O:21. Deliberately unbelieving, and increasingly lawless rebels, Rom 1:18-32. UNBELIEF/disobedience- Apeitheia- The condition of refusing to be persuaded, obstinate rejection. Salvation by Faith became available to Gentiles when Israel rejected its promised King, and Jesus remains in Heaven until that future day when 11:31 is fulfilled, Acts 3:19-21. God's face is towards all mankind, always. Having achieved Jn 3:16 through Israel, and their rejecting the Gospel invitation, He opened the door of access to Gentiles directly - as in the Wedding Feast parable, Lk 14:15-24. The Gentiles lacked the OT - Christ's preliminary invitation, but in spite of this, and in spite of any unworthiness, all who responded were welcomed.

11:31. THESE (The Nation of Israel) ALSO NOW NOT BELIEVED/become disobedient- #10:21. Refused to be persuaded, disbelieved/ disobeyed. 

THROUGH YOUR MERCY- #9:15. The mercy for undeserving disobedient sinners which the Gentiles had claimed and come to enjoy. Salvation not of works, but Grace alone, as in 3:22-26.

OBTAIN/receive MERCY- When the Lord reveals Himself to Israel and they look on Him they'd pierced, they'll abandon all claim to superior privilege or good works, and joyfully accept forgiveness of sins and salvation on the same terms as Gentile believers now do. Unbelief, disobedience, conscious failure and sin qualify them for Mercy as recorded in the Gospels for Jewish outcasts, Mt21:31-32, and in Acts for the Gentiles who had, under the OT Law, been outcasts, Eph 2:12-13. God's Sovereign grace will grant Mercy to them NATIONALLY, Isa 66:8; Zech 12;10, 13:1, in the conversion of thousands of individual Jews. (Did Paul expect this in his lifetime? Of course! He did. In 1 Th 4:15 he models what he taught - in any age we're to look for the Lord's return "in our lifetime.")

11:32. FOR- What follows sums up Man's unbelief and God's Mercy. Think this through: UNBELIEF/disobedience- #11:30. From Adam onward this is always man's natural reaction to God, and His will. It's always sinful, always by man's wrong choosing. And God's justice requires Him to pay man the wages sin earns – death, 6:23..

GOD CONCLUDED THEM ALL/Bound all men over- Sunkleio- To shut up with - as fish are shut up in a net, Lk 5:6. Israel was included with the Gentiles in unbelief as candidates for Salvation by Grace, Rom 11:32. What is said about the effect of Law, in Gal 3:19-29, is relevant. When God created man with freewill it was inevitable that man wouldn't always make the right choice. He was bound to lapse into unbelief-disobedience. That being so, God being righteous was bound to condemn man - it was inevitable.

THAT HE MIGHT HAVE MERCY- #9:15. UPON ALL- His Mercy provides for Men to be remade in the image of His Son, with all that it costs both God and man. Those redeemed by Christ, and justified by Christ will be forever in His likeness, 8:28-30. And THAT will make them so much better than angels or robots that it will display God's mercy and wisdom to the universe, Eph 2:7-10, 3:10-11. 
 

11:33-36  Concluding Expression of Adoring Wonder & Praise

(Paul has dealt with misunderstandings of and objections to the Gospel. He has set out its nature, and its relation to the  OT Law, and to God's promises to, and purposes for Israel. Paul knew that man's natural reaction would still be to question, argue against, and refuse to understand what God has said, as shown in 1:18-32; 2:3-5, 17-21; 3:10-12; 6:1-3; 7:15,23; 8:7-8, etc. Those not indwelt by the Spirit of God who take an interest in, or even make a living out of the Christian religion, will continue to argue and refuse to understand – and as a result increasingly blind themselves against God's truth in the process. God, through Paul,  has REASONED all He can.

He has shown man's hopeless, rebellious lostness. Those who are determined to damn themselves will exercise their RIGHT to defy their Creator, distort His Laws to try to be self-righteous, independent of Him, and trample their Redeemer underfoot. God OWES US NOTHING. To accept His Mercy, confess Him, and live by His Grace and Spirit and grow towards the glory of Christ-likeness - in spite of the resistance of our natural self - is our task and joy. The mystery of election produces not fatalism but a hymn of praise to our Sovereign and Merciful God. 

Jewish Rabbis had some idea of an ordered Universe under God. Greek philosophers had come to view the Universe/Nature as a consistent whole with which we should live in harmony. But their ideas - like New Age philosophies - were impersonal, lacking moral certainties, and open to superstition. To both Paul proclaims what arises naturally from God's revelation in Scripture as summed up in Heb 1:1-3. He invites Jew and Gentile alike to adore and worship the God by whose initiative all things exist, whose purposes are wise, righteous, merciful, and glorious beyond all human understanding or imagination. Purposes which will inevitably triumph gloriously in God’s own good time - a glory which in Grace He plans to share with us. Let's abandon petty questions and protests to plunge with Paul joyfully into total fellowship with Him in His purposes.) 

11:33.  O THE DEPTH... RICHES- Infinite mercy, love, grace, power and faithfulness have been poured into His provision of Salvation which He's eager for all men to accept and use to its fullest extent. WISDOM- An awareness of the reality that lies beyond the appearance, an insight into the true nature of things. See 1 Cor 2:7-8; Mt 16:16-17; 2 Pet 3:15-16; Acts 6:10; 15:13-21, etc. KNOWLEDGE UNSEARCHABLE- None but God can comprehend it all. 

JUDGMENTS- Krima- The verdict or sentence given, the process of judgment leading to that decision. God's decrees - by which all things have been created, their performance evaluated and rewarded, and Redemption provided - are far above the grasp of our reason or moral sense. For us to attempt to evaluate God's verdicts is for us to hold our flickering candle up to evaluate the sun's light from which, by a long diluting process, the light of the candle came. 

WAYS/Paths PAST FINDING OUT/beyond tracing- The Greek word root means footprints. We can’t follow God’s tracks, and explore all that He has done and understand the reasons for it. All we can do is to gain little glimpses of God's wisdom, power, and skill in Creation, 1:20. As to His purposes and how it will all work out we grope to grasp what in wisdom and love He's chosen to tell us. Men are bewildered and resentful, or thankful and moved to worship, not by what God is, but by how they choose to react to what their understanding grasps of His Being and Will. 

11:34-36 WHO KNOWN- #10:19. A series of exclamations in Greek. What it is saying is something like this - "No one can explain His decisions! None understand His ways! His wisdom and self-sufficiency are complex, and glorious beyond all human understanding. No one is qualified to evaluate His motives or actions.” WHO HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR- Sumboulos- A Counsellor with. God had no need to discuss with anyone what to do in planning the universe, or Salvation – and there was no possible consultant.

FIRST GIVEN- Prodidomi. Pro- Before. Didomi- To give. God Created everything, and it all belongs to Him. When we  give something to God , we are acting as infants do when they "Give" something to a parent. RECOMPENSED/repay- Antapodidomi- To give back an equivalent. Anti- A complete return. Apo- back. Didomi- To give. All we can do for God is the outcome of His Grace/Mercy to us. All we can do in thanks is to ask for more, and use it well, Ps 116:12-14. If he wishes to please God man must allow himself to be loved and treated with mercy. God has no debts.

FOR OF/from- Ek- Out of HIM.  THROUGH HIM. TO- Eis- Into. HIM ARE ALL THINGS. TO HIM BE GLORY- #9:4. FOR EVER. God is the self-sufficient source of all that's good in the universe, and God is its destiny. Eternity will reveal this to all the intelligent Universe in His dealings with the Church, Eph 3:10. AMEN!. 

APPENDIX  1 

DIFFICULTIES in UNDERSTANDING SCRIPTURES. 

It is inevitable that we will have difficulty in understanding Scripture: 

(a) Human language is inadequate to convey eternal, spiritual reality. Our experience is too limited to make it comprehensible to us, and our mental capacity is too small to hold it. When people demand the impossible, we may say that they are like an infant crying to be given the moon to play with.  When we humans demand that God give us the knowledge of His Being and Purposes, and the reasons for His actions that will satisfy US - we are making a totally unreasonable demand!

(b) Our human minds are "Fallen" ones, with an instinctive bias towards rebellion. We are self-centred, wilful, quick to protest "THAT’S NOT FAIR", unwilling to listen to unwelcome truth, quick to assert our own opinions, Rom 8:7-8. Much Religious or Theological study is designed to equip people for that sort of thing. It treats "What I think about God, the Bible, Jesus, Paul" etc as fit material for the award of degrees, for publication. "What God thinks about me" is regarded as naive, Sunday School stuff! 

(c) When we, or other  people, complain that something in God’s Word is difficult to understand, it is helpful for us to remember that Scripture itself gives useful examples of that sort of thing: 

The PHARISEES twisted the moral Law into a system that made them feel GOOD. It was DIFFICULT to fit Christ into it. By its rules He was a Godless Sabbath-breaker, who must be killed, Mk 3:1-6. 

The SADDUCEE Priests twisted the temple Law into a system that made them rich, and powerful. The Lord's cleansing the temple, was DIFFICULT for them to understand - they decided to kill Him, Mk 11:-15-18. 

The DISCIPLES, were eager for top positions in their Master's Kingdom so they found His teaching about His rejection, DIFFICULT, Mk 9:31-34.

Those who make a God of any system - Arminianism, Brethrenism, Calvinism, Dispensationalism - or any other "ism" all the way down to Zionism will want to ignore or explain away whatever in God's Word is DIFFICULT for that system. If we dismiss a passage as "Too difficult," it is probable that it requires us to believe and do things that we are unwilling to believe and determined not to do - even if this distances us from our Lord, Jn 6:60-69; Jn 7:17. If we're willing to walk in the Spirit, in every aspect of life, He's able to give us all the understanding we need to function as Adult Sons, Rom 8:14, 1 Jn 2:20. Apart from Chapter 11 some Bible-Believing Commentators found Chapter 7 difficult because they insist that Law-keeping is the basis of Christian life. OR Chapter 8 difficult because they insist that it must be somehow true of those christened and confirmed as church members. Whatever our beliefs, practices, or spiritual state may be, before long we will meet Christ as we study His Word, and He will make us uncomfortable. Then we will either bow in worship and get up and obey, OR we will push Him aside, ignore Him, try to find a way round Him that still leaves self in control. And if we do that, in our small measure, He will become a stumbling block to us, as He was to the Jews, 9:32-33. Let us always seek grace. "Trust and obey - there's no other way to be happy in Jesus," is the minimal - 12:1 is the Reasonable - level of response. The one who trusts/ obeys Him in the truth – even if he can  glimpse it only dimly - will never be put to shame! 

APPENDIX 2  The SOVEREIGNTY of GOD 

Confusion and controversy may be avoided if we allow our thinking to be guided by these facts: 

1. God alone can reconcile (understand how they work together) the action of His SOVEREIGNTY, and the action of man's FREEWILL/responsibility. For us they seem to be parallel lines, and we cannot see how they can meet in a single truth. But we must never, in our thinking, ignore either truth, or allow them to cancel each other. 

2. Man's Freewill is a sovereignty over his life and destiny DELEGATED to him, as a stewardship for which he must answer to God, Gen 1:27. He exercises it unaware that in obeying or defying what he KNOWS of God's will his decisions are being made within God's Sovereign will. God knew in Creating man that He – in the person of God the Son - would take on Himself all the consequences of Sin, on Calvary. And that mankind in general would refuse to accept what this provided, Jn 1:29, 3:16-21.

3. God's absolute Sovereignty has set itself limits in that God never takes back His Gifts and Calling, Rom 11:29. So, His Merciful intervention in human lives never forces man to accept it, but accepts his right to damn himself, Mt 23:37-39; Heb 10:26-31.

4. God in His Being, Purposes, and Actions is vast, complex, and glorious beyond all human understanding. The little that is revealed has to be stated in human terms that obscure this. (This is symbolised in God’s presence being hidden in a “Cloud,” Ex 13:21-22; 16:10; 19:9, 16, etc.

5. God's Sovereign Purpose is the reason for all that exists, and gives meaning to everything. When people ignore or deny the existence of God and of His purposes that – for them - makes everything depend on random chance. This reduces life to pointlessness and despair, or to the irresponsible snatching by man of what man wants, while he can. The Believer knows that God is at the back of everything, with a purpose that runs through everything and a glorious role for him to play in it. So he finds meaning in life and fits into his place in the universe to play his God-given part, 8:28-30. Those resenting and/or disputing God's Sovereign rights are making a self-centred attempt to be their own God, and to exist for their own purposes. As we remember this it gives us a sense of perspective – enables us to understand what is going on in the world around us..

God gave us minds to think, emotions to feel, consciences to evaluate, wills to exercise in choices. He expects us to ask questions, seek information from Him. But He wants us to remember that he is the Sovereign Lord of the universe, and so He  has the right to expect us to ask our questions and make our decisions conscious of who we are, and who HE is. And we need to have confidence in His infinite wisdom, righteousness, love, power, and holiness, so that when we have placed ourselves in His hands we will cease to fret - whether we are given explanations we can understand, or not, Phil 4:5-7. God's sovereignty, a bitter pill to the wilful, is a wonderful comfort to the Believer, so that we can face the questions, and sneers, of others in the spirit of 2 Tim 2:23-26. 

APPENDIX 3

The CONFESSING & BELIEVING that GOD DECLARES to be SAVING

Raising hands, signing cards etc isn't in itself an adequate confession of faith. God wants people to put into words their realization that JESUS IS LORD. We must present the Gospel intelligently, Acts 17:2, show our hearers how to respond in heart-commitment and mouth-confession of His Lordship in their life. Then we must trust the Spirit to move them to do so, pray and encourage them in it. It's most important that they express their thanks to the Lord, and promptly tell someone else that Jesus is now their Lord and Saviour. It's an integral part of salvation - not an optional extra for outgoing people. The longer people take in voicing their faith the less likely they are to ever do so. Asking Jesus to save us automatically commits us to obey Him as Lord, although we may not clearly realise we're handing our life over to Him. His Lordship is never perfect in any of us, so Salvation can't depend on the DEGREE of our submission to His Lordship. In proclaiming Salvation by FAITH in Christ alone, we must make it clear that He IS Lord, and Confession is the natural, inevitable outcome of that. Being blessed and sharing the good news are inseparable.

As a child I asked the Lord to SAVE me, meaning I wanted to go to Heaven, not Hell, when He came. I'd no desire to know or serve Him. As an adolescent I became aware of the need to be saved from my empty lifestyle, 1 Pet 1:18, and Ecclesiastes. Instead of demanding GOD GIVE ME SALVATION FOR ME TO ENJOY AT MY DISCRETION, I began to be willing to put my life in His hands, on His terms, so He could SAVE me. He did. Ever since He's been SAVING me, by making me uncomfortable enough about a succession of sins of attitude - instinctive, self-protective ones - to accept His verdict on them and hand them over to Him to deal with along with the thoughts, actions, and habits they produce. I can't get inside me and deal with the legacies of the past, or the reactions of the present. Thinking "I mustn't think about.." is no help in dealing with Temptation. Thinking "I can't help feeling.." is largely true, but it is gloriously true that Christ can meet our need in every situation,  Prov 18:10. We can turn our back on the temptation, count ourselves dead to it, and hand over one's whole self for God's use, 6:1-14. We need to look often in the mirror of God's Word, Jas 1:23-25. And reflect on, and reflect Christ Himself, 2 Cor 3:15-18, instead of arguing what is permissible for us to be and do, 1 Cor 6;12. Making prompt use of 1 Jn 1:9, and persisting in 1 Jn 1:7 gives me foretastes of the day when I'll be SAVED in the Jude 24, Rev 22;3-4, sense.

Our experience is affected by personality, upbringing, cultural background, the philosophical attitude of age group etc. But popular "This-World oriented/ ME-CENTRED salvation" has no Biblical warrant. A “Testimony” in "Encounter" Magazine. August. 1985, spoke of being "Liberated by God's Love," but "I-Me-My" came into the “Testimony” 67 times, "God" was mentioned 12 times, other people only 2 times - BOTH NEGATIVE! Mt 1:21 states Biblical SALVATION. JESUS, is its source, its centre and its goal. It concerns people who by it become and live as HIS people. It saves them FROM THEIR SINS - not just unpleasant consequences. Their attitude towards sin is that of a cat, not a pig, to mud, 2 Pet 2:22.
APPENDIX 4     GOD’S PURPOSES for JEWS & GENTILES  

PATTERN of ACTION & EFFECTS in Chapter 11
Ch. 11.   JEWS/Israel->             GENTILES/Church->             JEWS/Israel->               GENTILES.

11:11.    Stumbled/fell->            Salvation->                            Made envious.

11:12.    Transgression->           Receive riches->                     Fullness->                    Greater riches.

11:15.    Rejection->                  Reconciliation->                    Acceptance->                Life from Dead.

11:17.    Branches broken->       Branches grafted in.
11:20.    Unbelief->                    Faith.

11:21.    Not spared->                Won't be spared.

11:22-3  God's sternness->         God's kindness->                    Grafted in again.

11:25-6  Israel hardened->         Until full number->                 All Israel saved.

11:30.    Past Unbelief->            Present Mercy.

11:31.    Now disobedient->      God's mercy to Christians->    Jews will receive mercy.

Things SCRIPTURE Says About ISRAEL'S FUTURE KINGDOM 

(A Crash course of reading some highlights, as a help in understanding what Paul means by the restoration of Israel:

Permanent world peace under David's son (who is also the Mighty God) in Jerusalem, Isaiah 2:1-5; & 9:6-7.

 Israel, abandoned because of her sin, Isa 1:1-31 will be saved when the Redeemer comes to Zion, Isa 11:1-16; 32:1-5; 35:1-10; 40:1-31; 41:8-20; 49:22-26; 54:1-17; 59:1-21. 

The Spirit of Lord upon Christ, as in Lk 4:16-19 - Isa  60:1-22; 61:1-11, but also bringing vengeance on sinners.

Priesthood, righteousness, and praise granted to Israel with Gentiles doing their manual work for them, in a restored land of Israel. 62:1-12; 63:1-19; 64:1-65:7, after Israel's  plea had remained  unanswered because of sin, while God blesses those who didn't expect it. 65:6-25.

A Jewish remnant preserved until God intervenes and wipes out wicked, creating a whole new scene of Joy in Jerusalem – people dying at 100 yrs rated as premature death, total security and prosperity of home, harvest and blessing on children. 66:1-24. All humanity will worship at Jerusalem. 

Israel - dry bones - Made alive by the Spirit, Jer 30:1 - 31:40; 33:1-26; Ezek 37:1-28. They return to their land, under God's servant King in everlasting covenant. Ezek 38:1-39:29; 40:1-48:35, A Temple and Worship central to Israel's life – a detailed account, yet obscure – possibly entirely symbolic? 

The history of Israel dominated by other nations ending in 3.5 years of religious oppression, Dan 11:1-12:13. Israel under God's Judgment becomes Israel prospering in the land, never to go into exile again. Joel 3:1-21; Amos 9:1-15.

 God's Ruler born in Bethlehem, smitten, yet feeding and defending the returned remnant, Micah 4:1-5:15; 7:1-20. 

Israel’s King comes to Zion, but has no Kingdom, Zech. 9:9. (Fulfilled Mt 21:5.)l 

Grace, repentance, cleansing from sin given to besieged Jerusalem. The Lord stands on Mt of Olives, destroys its besiegers. Surviving Gentiles come to Jerusalem to worship or suffer drought, Zech 12:1-13:9; 14:1-21. 

The SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS rises,  burns up the wicked and heals Israel, Mal 4:1-6. 

Some of these promises were fulfilled IN PART in the return from Exile – as recorded by Ezra and Nehemiah. But never since the exile has Israel been under a King of David's family. And the material and spiritual prosperity has always fallen far short of the promises. 

The NT Gospels tell of the Lord's coming and that He proclaimed the Kingdom for Israel to accept. After they had rejected Him, and the Kingdom He offered them, what He had taught is seen to also have been the preparation for the Gospel and the Church. Not all the Lord’s teaching applied to us Christians. Some Scriptures which seem to apply not to us, but specifically to the Kingdom are: Mat 10:1-15 - the Twelve sent out to Jews only, announcing the Kingdom, and demonstrating its nature, healing sickness, driving out demons. 19:28 – which promises that the 12 will sit on thrones with Christ in His Kingdom, judging 12 tribes. 21:1-11- where Christ rides into Jerusalem offering Himself as King, and is welcomed – for the moment.  Mt 23:37-39, 25:31-46 - where He laments over Jerusalem's rejection of offered mercy, and abandons them until He is TRULY welcomed as King. Confusion and disaster will precede that and alert stewardship is essential, until He comes enthroned in Glory, drafts nations into His Kingdom or into everlasting punishment on the basis of their attitude to Him shown in their treatment of His servants. 

Acts 1:6-7 says the Father will restore the Kingdom to Israel, when He sees fit. And in Acts 3:19-21 we are told that Jesus will remain in heaven until He comes and puts everything right. 

In 2 Th 1:7 - 2:12, we read that the Lord will return in glory to execute Judgment, on Apostasy and on a Wicked Leader who is a deceiving miracle worker. 

In Rev 6:1-17 we read of the beginning of Judgment. In Rev 7:4-8, 12,000 of 12 tribes are  sealed by God as His, before Judgment continues. In 11:1-19, Gentiles trample holy city 3.5 years - as in Daniel - while God's two Elijah-style witnesses are killed, and then raised to glory. In 12:1-17, Israel gives birth to the future World Ruler (a FLASH-BACK to BETHLEHEM, before unfolding the future) and He is taken beyond Dragon's reach into Heaven. The Dragon persecutes Israel. In 13:1-18, the Beast, who is worshipped as World Ruler, persecutes God's people. In 14:1-20, 144, 000 stand with Lamb on Mt Zion singing His praises as Judgment falls on earth. In 19:11-21, the Lord with an Army destroys the Beast and rebel mankind. In 20:1-15, Satan is bound for 1000 years. Resurrected martyrs rule the Nations of the earth as Kings and Priests with Lord Jesus. This is NOT HEAVEN, as after 1000 years of life in this perfect Kingdom, these obedient-because-they-have-to-be natural human beings eagerly rebel as soon as Satan is released and tempts them. 

At the time Paul wrote Romans 11 a series  of miracles were needed to fulfil it & the OT promises:

1. Israel must be exiled again AFTER the Ezra return - Rome enforced total exile from land. 

2. Israel must be preserved in Exile as Racial/ Religious unit yet without a homeland – This has been true for nearly 1900 years to date. 

3. This Racial-Religious Israel must return to the Land of Israel still rejecting Christ and His Gospel, and live in the land under threat from the neighbouring states – This has been true for more than 50 years. 

4. National-Religious Israel sidelined by God because of their rejection, yet under persecution remaining loyal to the OT, and to God as revealed in it. (Largely following the traditions of the Pharisees. Persecution has been frequent – From Moslems, Communists, but  more often from people who call themselves “Christians” but disgrace the name and teachings of Christ. This has been true for 1900 years. In Zech 14; Mt 24:21-22, etc we are told that persecution will reach a terrible climax and then Christ will return to deliver Israel. 

5. Before Christ's physical return to Mt of Olives to deliver them (Zechariah Chapters 12-14) Jewish hearts and minds must be educated/prepared so that they will recognise Christ instantly as the One they crucified, and turn to Him in repentance and faith.

As an example of how 5 is already being fulfilled, note what a Modern Jew says in his book – “THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS.” Pinchas Lapide S.P.C.K.  1984. 

Page No. 7 A "JESUS WAVE" has been flowing through the Jewish World - a willingness to read the New Testament/ and to see Jesus as a good Jew. 

P. 9 "I accept Jesus as a believing Jew who had a central role to play in God's worldwide plan of Salvation and in whose name a worldwide church was founded." "I do not see why I should reject a person out of Judaism such as the Rabbi of Nazareth, just because some pictures of Christ do not suit me." 

P. 12 "Christianity is a WHO religion, with a REDEEMER-KING." Judaism a WHAT religion, with a REDEMPTION-KINGDOM." "Every morning Press and TV confirm with terrible clarity the world is not yet redeemed." 

P. 17 "The coming to being of Christendom was a God-willed Messianic event on the way to the conversion of the world to the One God." 

P. 18 “No man comes to the Father but by Me. is true, but Jesus meant No man who's not already with the Father - as the Jew is. If Messiah, when he comes, proves to be the One Christians profess has already come as Jesus of Nazareth... I cannot believe a single Jew would have the least thing against that." 

P. 32 "Christianity is a historical religion founded on two fundamental events.. the Cross and Resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth." 

P. 143. "The Christianising of a billion people is a significant way-station on the way to the conversion of the world to God. Since this is based on the resurrection of Jesus the Easter Faith has to be recognised as part of the Divine Providence." (End of quotes. )

The mistaken belief that the Church has taken the place of Israel, and that God has nothing for Israel or the world outside the Church has been the general belief and teaching in Christendom down through the centuries. A Bible of my youth headed page after page of Isaiah, etc “CURSES ON ISRAEL” / “BLESSINGS ON THE CHURCH.”  Such a system discredits itself, as it is IMPOSED ON Scripture and does not grow naturally out of the text. Mormons, SDA's, JW's, etc claim they and they alone are the fulfillment of the "Kingdom Promises." 

Israel's return from Babylon was a partial fulfillment of the OT promises. Thank God for some spiritual fulfillment in the Church. BUT, The attempt at claiming Rome as Zion, the Medieval Popes as God's "King David," and the then Roman Catholic Church's exploitation of the nations as Israel receiving the wealth and service of the Gentiles as it ruled them, has to face God's verdict in Revelation chapters 17 and 18. Modern claims that the fulfillment of the OT promises of a Kingdom must be found in the Church. requires us to reject anything but a vague association with the bulk of those promises. In Isaiah, Zechariah etc God clearly promises to set up His Kingdom on earth under Messiah-Christ the Son of David, Isa 9:6-7. To say that this is fulfilled in the church makes the words almost meaningless, and makes God the author of empty promises. 

The Epistle to the  R O M A N S

Section  4  -  Chapters  12-16

The  CHRISTIAN  LIFE    -    

PRINCIPLES   &   PRACTICE

(How the JUSTIFIED BY FAITH 

are to LIVE BY FAITH )

OUTLINE

How the JUSTIFIED BY FAITH are to LIVE BY FAITH
12:1 – 13       How to RELATE to others and function in the Church ...…...... 169

12:14-13:14  How to RELATE To the State & Neighbours ......................….... 182

14:1-15:13    How to BEHAVE when convictions clash ............................…... 195

15:14-16:27  Paul's EXAMPLE - Co-operating with all in God's Purposes ... 218
INTRODUCTION  to  ROMANS  12 - 16.

Chapters 1-11 are DOCTRINAL - they set out the doctrines of Justification by Faith. Chapters 12-16 are PRACTICAL – they show how the doctrines determine the way Christians are to live. These doctrinal truths must be kept in mind constantly as we deal with each aspect of the Christian Life.

The Christian lifestyle isn't WORKS. It is the outworking of obedient Faith, motivated by a realisation of God's MERCY to us in Christ, Eph 2:8-10. It displays God's Righteousness in the lives of the Believers.

This isn't an idealistic portrayal of what a spiritual elite may achieve, but follows naturally on all that's been taught about the hopeless sinfulness and weakness of EVERY man, and the perfect provision God has made for us all in Christ crucified, risen and glorified.

It's not a set of rules by which a determined man might make himself GOOD. To aim at self-righteousness has already been shown to be both hopeless, and sinful. Instead it sets out the general principles by which those justified by Faith in Christ as a free gift of God's grace, can best use their time on earth to God's glory, and their own eternal blessing. This involves the fulfilment of God's purposes in the Gospel – that God might have many human “sons” in Glory, 8:28-30, h 2:9-11.

It's not a set of prohibitions so that we're recognisably His by what we DON'T do. Paul sets out a positive lifestyle which will fill the Christian's life with good things, crowd out the bad things, and enable us to cope with what the enemy throws at us. It shows those justified by Grace how to respond in everyday life towards believers, others, enemies, rulers and the Government, and the responsibility to spread the Gospel.

This life is possible only for those Justified by God's grace, and living this life liberated by the Spirit of Life in Christ, 8:2-17. This life is lived as we use our privileged status as sons to put our whole selves into the hands of our Heavenly Father, to live under the Lordship of the triumphant Christ, as the Holy Spirit enables us. Cp Gal 5:13-25.

To attempt this life on any other basis is to face despair – if we are honest - or to become a hypocrite in a fool's paradise. The "therefore" with which it begins follows directly the adoration of God for His Mercy and grace to mankind. The Epistle has cleared our understanding, touched our hearts and awed us with a sense of God's great purposes of glory for us. Now Paul urges us to come to God consciously and freely saying "Here is the totality of my being, it's YOURS. All I am, have and hope to be." The challenge is to each of us as individuals but there's nothing selfishly individualistic about the outcome. It involves positive mutual interaction between God’s people – The Greek word Allelon - Each other – is used ten times in these chapters.

12:1 - 13    How to RELATE to others and function together in the Church
(In relationship to God, every Believer is indwelt by God the Holy Spirit, and is being transformed into Christ-likeness – the likeness of the Servant-Son of God, 8:14-21, 28:30. In relation to each other we have been baptised into the body of Christ to function as members of that body. Our  different God-given capacities are to be used in mutual love to the comfort and benefit of all – and to the glory of God, 1 Cor 12:4-31; Eph 4:11-16; Phil 2:1-15.)

12:1-2  HOW THOSE JUSTIFIED by FAITH    are to LIVE by FAITH.

(We're Forgiven, Cleansed, Justified, God-Indwelt and destined to the Glory of Christ-likeness ON THE BASIS OF GOD'S GRACE TO US IN CHRIST, secure in God’s love, 1:1-8:39. This is part of the pattern of God’s eternal purposes of Grace, 9:1-11:36. Now we're shown how we must respond ON THAT BASIS to make it effective. We are to Present Ourselves. Stop Conforming. Be Transformed, so as to Prove and experience God's will for us in daily living. The rest of the Epistle shows how it's to be worked out in practical situations.)

12:1  BESEECH/urge- #Parakaleo- Para- Beside, alongside. Kaleo- to Call. To Call to one's side, to exhort, give help, strength and comfort - comfort is a by-product of the help given, not the goal. God the Holy Spirit, as COMFORTER/Counsellor- Parakletos, Jn 14:16 is in us with all the wisdom, power, holiness, and love we need, pleading with us, sharpening our consciences, and helping us to respond. He uses Godly men like Paul to make earnest appeals based on the Gospel for us Believers to live -consistently with that Gospel. God is Sovereign, yet appeals to our wills with an authoritative, loving, rational summons to obedience.

THEREFORE- 11:33-36 Sums up the message so far - All things are OF Him as their source; the course of our life is to be TO Him; and the enabling force to live that way is THROUGH Him. On that basis, God (through Paul) reasons with us as sons, not slaves, Isa 1:18-20; Rom 8:14-17; Gal 4:4-7; 5:13-25, asking us to co-operate. Christian morality, ethics and lifestyle is centred on God, not a matter of humanistic self-betterment, fulfilment, or the attainment of moral superiority. Christian virtues are by-products of life in Christ, and we must keep our eyes on Him, not on how “good” or “happy,” we are. Only those grounded firmly on the truth that God's Grace alone can justify us, and that it's received simply by Faith, are ready to understand how Christians are to live. What we are to do is based on who God is, what He has done and what He had in mind for us. And we are to look to Him in faith expecting Him to work these things out in and through us, 8:29-30; Phil 2:12-13.

BRETHREN- #Adelphos- Those from the same womb- Delphus, so true brothers and sisters. Adelphos is used 12 times in 12;2-16, reminding us that the life described is for ALL Believers. While others can go through the motions, the reality is possible only to those spiritually related to God by the New Birth. There's a warmth of family fellowship in the appeal, but it grows straight on to the grander motivation - the Mercies of God.

MERCIES- Oiktirmos - Oikos- House. The mercies of a Father to his household, 2 Cor 1:3. The LXX uses Oiktirmos for the Hebrew word Racham - Compassion.  As Racham is from Rechem- womb, it’s compassion like that a mother has for her baby. The plural – mercies -  is used as in Hebrew, to describe the complex manifold mercy of God, as shown in the previous chapters. We were condemned, living under God's wrath, enemies, 1-3:20. God gave His Son on Calvary/ the Lord gave His Body into Death for us, but beyond that into Resurrection Life on our behalf. The FINISHED-WORK of atonement-substitution-Justification laid the foundation for the as-yet-UNFINISHED WORK of His High Priestly Intercession and representation. This sustains and sanctifies us until the day of the FINAL WORK of Glorification, when He presents us faultless before the presence of His Glory with exceeding JOY, Jude 1:24. 

    There are no ordinary Christians. We are all caught up into the glorious purposes of God, and must not be content to live ordinary lives. We're not exhorted to duty, or driven by fear, but reminded of the overwhelming compassion and grace of God, and this moves us to respond with thankfulness and joy. To accept those mercies of God, commits us to hand ourselves over to them so that God’s merciful purposes will be fulfilled.

PRESENT/offer- The word is used of the infant Jesus being PRESENTED, Lk 2:22. Not just place oneself at God's disposal as in 6:13-19, but to do so as a sacrificial offering. This is in the Aorist tense which indicates that we're to make a DEFINITE ACTION which will change us by starting an on-going process. God has been addressing our minds with DOCTRINE. Now He addresses our wills, demanding that we respond to what God in grace has given to us, and made us to be, in Christ. It's sad when Christians are content with knowing doctrine. The secret of healthy spiritual life is our willingly submitting our will, abandoning our Rights. What we DO decides how much we gain from what we KNOW, Jn 13:17. Yieldedness or disobedience, is the basic choice of Christian life.

BODIES- Our bodies are the means by which we function, express ourself, and interact with others. In presenting our body we're presenting our whole selves and lives - all that others can see, know, or receive of us. We're not in total control of our thoughts and feelings, but we can control what we say and do, and that is what God requires of us. Despising of the body, and gross indulgence of the body existed side by side in their world. God created our embodied self. We must neither worship nor despise our bodies, but place them in God's hands for the purposes for which He made us, 6:6, 12; 8:10,11, 23; 1 Cor 6:13, 15-20; 7:4; 9:27; 15:44; 2 Cor 5:6, 8, 10. These show the importance of the body in relation to the Gospel, the saving process, and manifestation of Christ-likeness in Glory.

    The Lord loves US, bought US, and welcomes US not our works, our money, etc- though our later use of effort, time and money shows whether the offering of our selves and bodies was real or not. (When an animal’s body was offered as a sacrifice its life went with it!) It may be helpful to make a list of every aspect of our being and life and as we think of each put them into God's hands. It isn't enough to promise to use our talents for God, in some ways, at some times. Their every use is involved. The tongue that speaks for the Lord mustn't gossip, etc Jas 3:1-12. We must hand over our BAD points to the Lord for Him to destroy, and be quick to repent when we find we're taking them back. It's easy to yield our PAST to the Lord because it needs forgiving, but we must also yield our PRESENT and FUTURE so that He can DIRECT it.

LIVING- Not handing ourselves over to death as OT sacrifices were, but after the pattern of Christ's Death for us. Handing over self into DEATH, in order to take up the resurrection life beyond that death. And then living it wholly to the Glory of God in fellowship with Him and in His Joy, 6:1-11. Not merely a life of dying to self and giving up self because we're bad, but presenting our whole selves to Him INTO LIFE, because we're set free in Christ to fellowship with God, Gal 2:20. Dead to ourselves and selfish interests but ALIVE to God in the deepest fullest sense, a continuous process of being SANCTIFIED, and living to please Him. God being pleased by our conformity to His righteous will. Living, Holy, and Well-pleasing, have equal force in the Greek.

SACRIFICE- The word is used of OT sacrifices, of Christ's offering Himself for our sins, and of the Believer sharing goods, doing good, and offering praise, Phil 4:18; Heb 13:15, 16; 1 Pet 2:5. Being a LIVING sacrifice is a constant option. Yielding ourselves totally to God for whatever He wills in things big or small, pleasing to us or not, for the rest of our life. Christianity is designed to show people how to LIVE. How to die follows as its natural conclusion. We can face the challenge of how to live only if we've really listened to what Paul wrote in chapters 1-11, claim it all by Faith, and by Faith put ourselves into God's hands for it to be made real in daily living. This sacrifice has both painful and pleasant aspects as it's a response of love to Christ who bought us by giving Himself for us, Gal 2:20. It's acknowledging we're bought to be His - bought with His precious blood. As in the OT, what is offered ceases to belong to the offerer. When they ate the PEACE/Fellowship offering, they had already offered it as a sacrifice to Him, and then they ate it as God's Guests, not as eating their own property as of right. We, having put ourselves in God's hands for His purposes, enjoy food, marriage, work, holidays, etc as things He has given us back enriched, to be enjoyed in fellowship with Him, 1 Tim 6:17. Sacrifice, offer, holy, well-pleasing are technical terms to do with sacrificing.

HOLY- #Hagios- Holy, saint, wholly set apart for God. All we have is separated to God, dedicated to God because we ourselves are. The LORD has purchased us to be His own in an intimate fellowship, 2 Cor 11:1-4. That separates us from our rebellious self, from the claims of sin, and Satan. On that basis we're able to place ourselves as HOLY into His hands as a voluntary response of our LOVE responding to His LOVE. Nothing less is appropriate. Saints are those saved by Sovereign grace, and set apart by God to be His own. Being “saints” is not a state of attainment but a state into which God, in Grace, has placed all Believers. It’s also the standard He calls us to live up to, requiring us to keep from defilement, and have fellowship with Him in His Holiness, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. In daily living our neighbours are to see us being what God has made us in Christ – and so the Gospel becomes credible to them. The Lord Jesus is to come FIRST in our lives. Maintaining that fellowship is our priority. God must be allowed total control of our lives for Salvation to be fully effective. (Christian marriage is HOLY matrimony. The blessing and joy of that relationship is that we're SPECIAL to each other, having publicly committed ourselves WHOLLY to each other in the sight of God and Man, to a relationship that EXCLUDES all others.)

ACCEPTABLE/pleasing- How wonderful that the God of Glory is PLEASED in you and me, when we present ourselves to Him in this way, in Christ. People can be sacrificial yet totally unacceptable - as Cain was. Much Christian service may be done in a wrong spirit, from a sense of duty grudgingly, or in competitive pride, etc. It must be done FOR love/ IN love to be acceptable, 1 Cor 13:1-3. God ASKS, and EXPLAINS WHY, and this helps us to respond as it does with our own children, when we treat them as our Father in Heaven treats us.

REASONABLE/spiritual- Logikos- Rational, reasonable, intelligent. What Paul is asking IS REASONABLE in view of the Truth in Chapters 1-11. As the Son of God has DIED for us, it is reasonable that we should LIVE, for Him, 2 Cor 5:14-15. It's equally our SPIRITUAL worship, involving a response of our spirit, our deepest inner being fulfilling itself and achieving its potential in responding to God its Source. It is in keeping with our true nature as a person. Service and worship of God which is merely a matter of following formal, outward routines was never pleasing to God, Isa 1:10-16; Hos 6:6; Amos 5:21-24, etc. God gave us intelligence, and a capacity to love, so only a sincere response of heart and mind enables us to be what God created us to be. Presenting ourselves bodily to God is loving Him with heart, mind, soul, and strength. Nothing less than the offering of one's whole life - inward thoughts, feelings and aspirations, and outward words and actions, is CONSISTENT with the truth of God revealed in Jesus Christ, and it is SPIRITUAL in that it's prompted and enabled by the Holy Spirit, 8:11-16.

SERVICE/worship- Latreia - Rewarding and rewarded work. Latreia is used in LXX for the service of God. Our Service-worship is to be from our inward being, not just reactions of our minds and bodies. Service and worship aren't separated in God's thinking and His purposes as seen in Christ, and they must not be in ours. Works are PHYSICAL responses of Faith, but to be acceptable to God they must flow from the same basis and attitude as our worship – our SPIRITUAL  response, does. Both are to be the response of our heart overflowing to God, as we are caught up into an understanding of His purposes in Creation and in Christ. And we respond gladly and freely by being what He created us to be in fellowship with Him. God always wanted that kind of response, Ex 25:8, etc. But when God in Christ came to dwell among them, the Pharisees, proud of their mechanical obedience to the Law, crucified Him. The continuous offering of our selves into fellowship with Him in daily life, is what God made us for. Times of deliberate, conscious, private or congregational worship are to be the fruit of that whole-life worship. To seek to worship God when our daily life isn’t consistent with worship earns the rebuke, first be reconciled, Mt 5:23-24.

12:2  BE NOT CONFORMED/Do not conform any longer- Suschematizo- To make one thing like another in OUTWARD form- Schema. WORLD- Aion- A period of time marked out by its characteristics. Literally "The NOW age." Our nature is self-centred, addicted to self-pleasing - and the world is designed to enslave us by pleasing us. As we have to overcome the bias of our nature towards conformity we must ask ourselves how much time we spend reading, listening to, and watching plausible, interesting, entertaining material whose source is DARKNESS. If that material gets our attention, our affections, appetites, and lifestyles will follow. $millions are spent on advertising because those who pay for the advertising have proved to their profit that they CAN mould people to be and do what they wish = Make humanity obsessed with material possessions, and sensual pleasures – and indifferent to, or amused at, moral or spiritual values. The world is the society or system that man has built in order to make himself happy without God. It's a kingdom antagonistic towards God, under Satan its Prince, who uses it to blind men's eyes to the Saviour, and their need of Him, 2 Cor 4:3-6; Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 1 Jn 2:16. It hates those who by not conforming to its ideas make its subjects uncomfortable, and interfere with its profits, Acts 16:19-21, 19:24-27; 1 Pet 2:11-25; 3:13:18. In its idealistic, or coarse, forms this system is constantly being modelled and presented as desirable on TV, etc, and in our contacts with our fellows, from kindergarten days to geriatric ones. That the present tense is used suggests we’re being forbidden to do something we're already doing if we're not thinking about it. 

    Without deliberate, persistent co-operation with Christ who died to deliver us from this evil world, Gal 1:4, its cares will choke off our spiritual life, Mk 4:19, 1 Tim 6:9. The pressure to conform is ever-present, strong, and insidious. We must constantly ask ourselves "In what sense and in what measure am I conforming, and must cease to do so." Paul faces facts by starting with the negative. It's natural for us to be conformed to the selfish pattern of life around us, so as to be comfortable here. If we conform, the age to come to which we belong loses its grip on us, and our testimony loses its grip on others. We're here to witness to Christ - but can say nothing of value unless our own lives are GOD-CENTRED. Older Christians may condemn the young for conforming to the “Youth Culture” without realising that in doing so they themselves are conforming to the “Oldies Culture” by criticising young folk. Similarly with other groups.

TRANSFORMED- Metamorphoo- To change into another form- Morphe. To be TRANSFIGURED as the Lord was, Mt 17:2, and we can be, 2 Cor 3:18. Then our OUTWARD form expresses what we have become INWARDLY. Like a caterpillar metamorphosed into a butterfly BY LETTING WHAT'S INSIDE BE WORKED OUT AND MADE VISIBLE. When we put ourselves bodily in God's hands we let Him transform us - the tense is passive imperative. It's the work of the Holy Spirit, not our own doing, although we have the responsibility of actively yielding. We're not to be content to drift with the Crowd and do what they do, because The crowd leaves God out and pressures us to leave God out of our desires, goals, decisions. If we conform to this world, that will hide the fact that we are now God’s children. It will blunt our witness to Christ, and stop us from being TRANSFORMED. We must avoid doing this. We belong to God by His merciful decision, so we ought not hinder the process to which this commits us. If we choose to let Christ transform us, God's grace will grant us the intellectual, moral, and spiritual courage to NOT conform so that we become VISIBLY different wherever we are, and so are a challenge to the "This world" people, 1 Pet 3:15-16.

RENEWING- Anakainosis- Ana- Again. Kainosis- Made new and different in quality. MIND- #Nous- What we think with, take in ideas and respond to them with thoughts and feelings, and so making up our minds what we'll believe, say, and do. Our MIND must be saturated in Bible Truth, or it will be moulded by godless nonsense. New birth, new creation, new mind - the Spirit of God reveals to us what Christ thinks of things, 1 Cor 2:6-16. Conversion starts at the core of our being. As we expose ourself to God's revelation of Himself that change is worked out, and we increasingly experience His will, Col 3:1-17. Cp 2 Cor 3:15-18; 4:3-12.

    The MIND which serves God 7:25, isn't naturally GOOD. It needs constant teaching from God’s Word, constant renewing by His Spirit. That's why Paul gives us instruction. The new age which began for us at conversion, is advanced by every choice we make to the glory of God. It's a matter of yielding ourself freely to the Spirit's leading, 8:2-16; Gal 4:6-7; 5:16-25. Scripture is the means by which we see Christ, and are renewed in His image, 2 Cor 3:15-16; Col 3:10. From the start of our Christian life, 1 Pet 2:1-3, we need to explore and store its treasures in our mind. As we mature, we need to study it more closely. In old age – even if blind - we can still meditate on them. As we face the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God on the face of Jesus Christ, Col 4:5; Heb 12:2-3, in Scripture, our own opinions shrivel, our priorities are adjusted, and the mind of Christ in us is strengthened as we let it be so, Phil 2:1-15. The Christian continues to live in this humanistic, Satan-controlled age, 2 Cor 4:4, but already belongs to the future age. As we let the Holy Spirit lead us we're being constantly transformed into the Lord's likeness, and so an effective witness to Him.

PROVE/test and approve- #Dokimazo- God's will IS Good, etc but only as with the Spirit's help we apply His Word to our lives and bring everything into His presence and agree with God on everything will we experience its goodness for ourselves. The Christian finds out the will of God, not to think about it, but to DO it. The renewed mind is capable of recognising the will of God, IF that is what we choose. While we have to have our mind made new, we're granted the dignity of actively seeking, discovering and carrying out the will of God. The Christian isn't someone processed by priests, and answerable to priests, but is to discover by experience what the will of God is, and learn to approve it.

GOOD- #Agathos- Good in character and beneficial in effect. Used equally of physical, moral, and spiritual good. We were CREATED with this in view, Eph 2:10. Vague ideas of spiritual communion, or gifts and graces that don't make us VISIBLY GOOD are unbiblical. ACCEPTABLE/pleasing- 12:1. To GOD. The goodness isn't man-centred, man-approved goodness, but that which is well-pleasing to God who IS good. His revealed will establishes for us what is good.

PERFECT- Teleios- Having reached its end or goal- Telos. So finished, complete, perfect, just as it should be, Mt 5:48. Love with ALL heart, mind, etc. God claims us wholly for Himself, and for our neighbours. It's not something we can choose to do in part as the young man imagined, Mt 19:21. WILL OF GOD- His WILL corresponds perfectly with His Being, with none of the uncertainties, conflicting interests, inadequate understanding, or perversities that spoil even the good desires of fallen mankind.

12:3-5  How to View Ourselves in Relation to Other Church Members

 (Paul begins to show us how our being a living sacrifice works out in various practical  situations. God the Holy Spirit is in us as a Spirit of Sonship 8:14-15 to guide and enable us so Paul gives us the principles by which we will be  living, not a  list of rules to keep.)

12:3  FOR I SAY- A formal command, as the Lord gave in Mt 5:34. GRACE- #Charis- Paul uses the word over 100 times. It's the unmerited, generous, wise response of God to our need that receives us freely in loving kindness, and provides all we need in that same spirit. All Grace gives is claimed and used by Faith, Eph 2:8.

GIVEN ME- The specific Grace which God exercised in making Paul an Apostle, and the continuing Grace given him to do the work of an Apostle. This establishes his right to challenge the Believers to put themselves totally at God's disposal, and to specify how it is to work out. In writing as he does he is exercising the gift/ function God in Grace allotted to him - that of being Apostle to the Gentiles. 15:15.

EVERYMAN/one- This is universal truth applicable to every Believer.

MORE HIGHLY/too high- An attitude of Superiority. Many problems come from taking ourselves, our gifts and roles too seriously, and being too confident that we know the will of God so have the right to enforce it on others. Such lack of humility sets us in conflict with others, and cuts us off from God's Grace - our only hope of functioning to His Glory, 1 Pet 5:3-7. THAN HE OUGHT TO THINK- #Phroneo- To think, have an opinion. The result of having used our mental faculties to develop a mindset, Rom 8:5. Cp Phil 2:1-16.

THINK SOBERLY/with sober judgment- Sophroneo- To be of sound mind, sober minded. Sozo- To save, make whole, healthy. Phren- The mind. The SAVED MIND God gives us at conversion, for us to use, 2 Tim 1:7.

MEASURE OF FAITH- Whatever we have isn't to OUR credit, it isn’t a reason for our felling superior to others. GOD decided what it would be, and gave it in Grace for His purposes. We received it by Faith, and must exercise it by faith as a Stewardship, 1 Cor 4:1-7. We stand between the Cross of Christ and His Judgment seat. That should sober us. Paul is addressing ALL Believers. Saving Faith is God's gift to all Believers, Eph 2:8. All are given some gift to exercise by Faith, 1 Cor 12:4-18. Each is to measure himself and his progress against the standard God has given us in THE FAITH, Jude 2.

    To try to work out what MEASURE of Faith God has given us or the measure of our faithfulness compared with others misses the point, 2 Cor 10:12. Each of us is unique, formed and endowed by God for His purpose by Creation, and by Redemption, Ps 139:13-16. Regarding oneself as superior or inferior is presumptuous. That sort of thinking belongs to this age. We mustn't conform to it, 12:2. As all we have comes from God's Grace, in His will, we all can be happy in serving Him with the strength that He supplies, without taking ourselves too seriously, or feeling superior or inferior. We then live and function in the joyful awe of a true sober estimate of ourselves as SINNERS dependent on, and recipients of GRACE - the undeserved, triumphant mercy of God. This frees us from relying on our fluctuating feelings, or the opinions of others, as it anchors us to the rock of Scripture.

    GIFT, and GRACE to exercise it, are inseparable. ALL believers are called to exercise FAITH in The FAITH, manifest the fruits of the Spirit Gal 5:22-24. But, each of us is to exercise his faith in the specific sphere of activity to which our gift commits us (I can do all things in Him that strengthens me Phil 4:13) Sober thinking on this will keep us from assuming we know how others should live or exercise their gifts.

12:4-5  MANY MEMBERS ONE BODY- Each with their own distinct and different gifts and functions - to be used for the good of the whole body. All that we have is a GIFT from God that placed us in relation to all others in the body with a unique, non-competitive role to play. To function without divisive pride in relation to each other is essential. Union with Christ in His church body is symbolised in Baptism 6:3:11; Gal 3:27, and the Lord's Supper, 1 Cor 10:16-17. We don't exist for ourselves and our purposes, but for each other in Christ.

OFFICE/function- Praxis- An action, a doing, a deed still in progress, the full effects not yet being obvious, or felt. The health, well-being, and usefulness of the body depends on the proper functioning of ALL its parts, Eph 4:16. No gift is self-sufficient, and no member is unnecessary. IN CHRIST.. MEMBERS/belong to ONE ANOTHER/all the others- The governing thought of the whole passage is diversity of gift and function exercised in the harmony of mutual esteem, and  recognised interdependence.

12:6-8  How to FUNCTION in the BODY of Christ

(Exercising our different Spiritual Gifts wholeheartedly, in appropriate ways and spirit.)

12:6  HAVING/We have- A sober, business-like, unselfconscious attitude - We HAVE received these gifts - therefore we are to exercise them - we are to function. GIFTS- Charisma- Things God gives in sovereign Grace- Charis. Our giftedness is not in ourselves, but in the grace of God which gives each their differing gifts and functions for His purposes of Grace. DIFFERING- Each of us is given distinctive, different gifts equipping us to contribute to the upbuilding of the Body, Eph 4:15-16. The individual and Church share responsibility for its exercise, 1 Cor 14:28-32.

ACCORDING TO THE GRACE- 12:3. The wide variety of GIFTS are all grounded in the one GRACE of God - His undeserved love in action for the good of men. The gifts do vary in importance, 1 Cor 12:28, but that grants no superiority to the holder of important gifts. He is merely responsible to use well whatever God gave him, as a stewardship.

PROPHECY/prophesying- Propheteia- Pro- forth. Phemi- to speak. To speak forth the message God had given directly to them. Sometimes the message was about the future, Acts 11:27-30. Messages were in intelligible speech, directed to the understanding of the congregation, conveying edification, exhortation, comfort, or rebuke 1 Cor 14:3. Those who respond obediently are blessed, Rev 22:7. The ministry of the Prophets comes down to us through the NT. In 1 Cor 12:28 prophets are mentioned directly after Apostles, so here Paul passes from his own gift, 12:3, to that of prophet.

THE PROPORTION- Analogia- Ana- According to. Logos- Word, statement. OF FAITH- Tes Pistis- THE Faith, as in Jude 3, the truth of God as set out in the Scriptures. It’s not the proportion of OUR Faith– not how confident WE FEEL, that we are doing God’s will, saying what He wants us to say. Or what WE see as being the proportion - the relative importance of the different aspects of God’s truth. A prophet was to speak ALL the message God gave him, not just the parts he wished to speak. Cp Paul Acts 20:27. And he was to be careful not to go beyond what God specifically gave him to say. Not blending in his own ideas of what it meant or how it was to be applied. ALL preachers and teachers should make a clear distinction between the word of God, and their view of its meaning and application. That a man has been the mouthpiece of God in a specific matter, doesn't give weight to ALL or ANYTHING else he says. Peter spoke for both God, AND Satan in Mat 16.

     Also the message preached is to be in agreement with THE Faith - the Scripture, Jude 3. Those who listened were to judge prophecy by that standard, Acts 17:11; 1 Cor 14:29. The prophet's confident FAITH in himself and his message (that he was inspired to speak what he did,) was mistaken if it didn't agree with what God had already said.      Paul reminds any prophet that genuine new revelations would not contradict, but develop, build on and harmonise with what had already been revealed, Deut 13:1-5; 18:20-22; 1 Cor 14:37; 1 Jn 4:1-6; 2 Pet 1:19-21. THE FAITH, the body of truth already revealed, is the standard by which all preaching must be tested. Each Scripture is to be interpreted according to Scripture as a whole. Analogia also means corresponding with something else in mathematical proportion. This gives a valuable guide to preachers. It's God-honouring, and wholesome for their hearers if the amount of time spent on teaching the various truths and topics, and the emphasis given to them, is in proportion to that of the Scripture. Some times presentations of Scripture Truth are seriously unbalanced. They may be as truly a labour of love as is a toddler's sketch of its mother, but equally far from providing an "analog" - reliable guide - to proportions! 

12:7-8 MINISTRY/serving- Diakonia - What a Diakonos- Servant, deacon does. Diakonia is used of helping people by feeding them physically, Acts 6:1, or spiritually, Acts 6:4. As Prophecy came from direct revelation it was possible only when God intervened. Diakonia- Ministry in the sense of serving people, doing things for their good, sums up the rest of this list of servant tasks. All are things those with servant hearts eager to serve the Lord, could be on the look out for, and seize the opportunity to do them, without waiting for God's specific prompting. We don't need to wait for specific guidance in order to teach, show kindness, etc. All are Spiritual-Rational services, 12.1, which we can take initiative on.

TEACHING- A teacher EXPLAINS the Word of God so that the hearer understands it. Teaching was based on the OT, the oral testimony of the Apostles and Prophets, and increasingly on the Epistles etc as the NT was written. From speaking GENERALLY of the exercise of GIFT in 12:6, Paul speaks directly of the person who does specific things in 17:7-8. In a sense According to the proportion of Faith applies to all these. TEACHING/let him teach- Use his gift wholeheartedly as in Vs 1-2.

EXHORTETH/encouraging- Parakaleo- #12;1. The gift of getting alongside the saints and stirring them up and helping them to give up every form of evil, and to press on to greater holiness and service. ON EXHORTATION/let him Encourage- Paraklesis- The work of a Parakletos- Advocate, comforter, Jn 14:16; 1 Jn 2:1. There isn't a sharp division between teaching and exhortation as there is between Prophecy and Teaching. Both have the Glory of God and the edification of men in view. Teaching imparts instruction, information, explanation, and this can be done without the teacher becoming closely involved with the lives of the hearers. Exhortation uses what has been taught to help and encourage Christians to live in obedience to the Gospel, and to be really helpful requires close involvement in their lives and circumstances – getting alongside them right where they are, sharing their concerns and struggles and showing them how to honour the Lord in them. Exhortation is the pastoral application of revealed and explained truth to the specific situation of that congregation at that time, and to individuals within it. The eyes of the exhorter must be firmly fixed on the Gospel, AND the practical situation of the hearer. Teaching is directed to the understanding, exhortation to the heart, conscience, and will. Prophecy REVEALS truth, TEACHING EXPLAINS it, Exhortation APPLIES it.

HE THAT GIVETH/contributing to the needs of others- Used of sharing temporal things here, or spiritual things, 1 Th 2:8. The gift of GIVING endows a person to SEE NEEDS, and contribute towards meeting them. The giving is from private means, not those of the Church. Liberality and sincerity of purpose wouldn't be so relevant to the latter. WITH SIMPLICITY/give generously- Haplotes- Single-minded ungrudging liberality. From Haplous- single, simple in contrast to Diplous- double etc. Giving requires the simplicity which without ulterior motive or secondary purposes is wholly directed to the person's need and has no other consideration than relieving that need. Not giving, and then demanding those to whom we have given do what we want them to do. And not like Ananias and Saphira who gave in order to be thought generous!

RULETH/leadership- Proistemi- To stand before. So, to lead, direct, rule, take responsibility for ones own household, or the Church 1 Th 5:12; 1 Tim 3:4-5; 5:17. Some members have the grace-given gift and function of prompt obedience to Scripture, and whole-hearted loyal love to the Lord. So their example, and their exhortations, provide LEADERSHIP in the local church body, as ELDERS etc. DILIGENTLY- Spoude- Haste, earnestness, zeal. As Mk 6:25; 2 Cor 8:16; Heb 6:11. Not slow to act, or careless in acting. While it's natural to want to "Boss others," painful, painstaking diligence is required for us to become the sort of “Leaders in Christ” that people will want to follow. There wouldn't be just ONE teacher, exhorter, giver, etc in a Church. The singular is used because in each situation Paul is addressing the individuals - each elder is to make sure that he is diligent, Acts 20:28; Heb 13:17. Where no one is willing to take the lead in serving the Lord –stand out in front of the congregation and move ahead in obedient fellowship with the Lord, the life and witness of the church will be luke-warm, slack and lazy. Cp 1 Tim 3:15 and Rev 3:15-16.

SHOWING MERCY- God shows MERCY to us, to eternal life. We're to reflect that mercy towards the unsaved for the same purpose as God does. And to show mercy to each other as God shows it to us. Mercy suggests a more personal involvement than does giving. To show mercy requires us to give ourselves in caring effort and time, etc not merely to give something of our possessions. 

CHEERFULNESS/cheerfully- Hilarotes- Freely, cheerfully, to give while smiling. The gift of MERCY is supernatural, but we're responsible to not spoil the effect! When showing mercy to the sick, sad, lonely, or poor, to do so as a delight rather than as a duty transforms the meeting of needs into a winsome, easily accepted, and effective demonstration of the Love of God for those who receive help from us. Those with a special gift of God's Grace in this should be encouraged to use it well, but it has a message for us all. The early Christians, moved by God’s grace to them, gave generously in their poverty, 2 Cor 8:1-6. Few of us are as persecuted and poor as the Macedonians were, so this is a challenge to us who are rich enough to be able to live in reasonable comfort. We live in a world of poverty and need, where modern communications makes everyone "Neighbours." 
 The objects of mercy MAY be undeserving or unthankful which makes the work of mercy disagreeable, and tempts us to be grudging, or as briefly in contact as possible. But we must treat them as God in Grace treated us when we were undeserving and unthankful.

12:9-13  How EVERY BELIEVER is to DEAL WITH all OTHERS

12:9-10  LOVE- #Agape- Love, affection and benevolence. As God is LOVE, 1 Jn 4:8, LOVE is His constant attitude to all, whatever their response. This is the heart of the Gospel – the Christian faith and practice. Christ manifested that Love, not only in sermons, but at meals, in walking, talking and working. 

The Father LOVES the Son, Jn 5:20, and has drawn us into that fellowship so that Agape is to be the distinctive mark of the Believer, Jn 13:34-35. Our love for God is in response to His love for us, and is shown in obedience, Jn 14:15, 21, 23; 15:10; 1 Jn 2:5; 5:2-3. Lacking it, all possible good we might be or do is valueless, 1 Cor 13:1-3. By the work of the Holy Spirit, Christ is in us guaranteeing to us our home in glory, Col 1:27. He also pours His Agape love into us so that we reflect God’s concern for the highest possible good for all others. God loves us, not for what we are, but on the basis of a decision of His will and the inclination of His heart, Rom 5:8. As our wills and hearts fellowship with Him we reach out in Love seeking the welfare of all, Rom 15:2. Agape love sums up our fellowship with God, with fellow-believers, and with the unsaved around. God's infinite LOVE is available in our hearts to the limit of our willingness to fellowship with Him, in His loving those around us, Rom 5:5.

WITHOUT DISSIMULATION/sincere- LOVE is the basic virtue, hypocrisy the basic vice. Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss! LOVE and TRUTH must go together. What we say must be the TRUTH. Our attitude in speaking it must be LOVE. Not the eagerness to tell harsh truth of the loveless legalists. Nor the willingness to ignore falsehood and self-deceit of those who pretend that sin doesn’t matter. Cp Jude 20-23.

ABHOR/Hate EVIL- Poneros- Evil that causes labour, pain, and sorrow. From Pono-= Heavy Labour. Not merely refrain from it, but have an intense inward rejection of all attitudes and acts that are evil. CLEAVE/Cling TO- Kollao- To join fast together. Used Mt 19:5 to CLEAVE to his wife. In your heart hold on to what is GOOD - 12:2. Cp Phil 4:4-9. KINDLY AFFECTIONED/devoted- Philostorgos- Phileo- Friendship love. Storge- Family Love that cares for one's own, as parents for children etc. This is the practical outworking of a heart attitude of Agape. Not cool indifference, or routine acceptance but the close bond of affectionate care and loyalty that belongs ideally to a family, is to be the basis of interaction between Christians in their congregation. Another name for it is BROTHERLY LOVE.

HONOUR- #Time- As due to a parent, ruler, a worthy person, or to God. PREFERRING/above yourselves- Proegeomai- To go before and lead. To show deference by allowing someone else to take the lead. OR Be eager to show respect for one another. It doesn't mean we're to PRETEND that all others are always more worthy of honour, better and wiser than we are. Love doesn't PRETEND, and it couldn't be true anyway. But CHRIST is in every Believer so we must treat them with respect. And we can honour Christ in us by treating every other Believer as He treats us all, Jn 13:1-18; Phil 2:1-15. As we are naturally more interested in ourselves we tend to assert ourselves above others. So we must make the effort to give others the benefit of any doubt and nudge them forward to receive any applause, or to take the lead. This doesn't contradict the truth that we’re to have a sober estimate of our gifts and functioning, and are to use them to the full, but it does counter self-assertion or the desire for maximum publicity. ONE ANOTHER- Note the continual emphasis on mutuality.

12:11 SLOTHFUL/lacking- Okneros- Shrinking, timid, hesitant, lazy. IN BUSINESS/zeal- Translated as Diligently in 12:8. In our REASONABLE SERVICE/ worship to God by whose mercies we live, 12:1, we're not to become slack – not seek to live with as little inconvenience and work as possible. We must not resent the fact that serving the Lord cuts down the time available for our ease or pleasure. Time spent with the Lord, in His service, is never wasted, 1 Cor 15:58. To put our selfish desires first leads to disaster, Phil 3:17-21. We are to put others forward in the Lord’s service, but not because we’re too lazy or timid to take the lead 12:8. 

FERVENT/keep your fervour- Zeo- to boil, fervent. English, Zest. IN/of SPIRIT- The human spirit, Lk 1:47; Mt 26:41; OR God the Holy Spirit, Mt 3:16, etc. Diligence in well-doing requires the zeal which the Spirit of God kindles in our spirits, 5:5; 2 Tim 1:6-9. This is the Gift of God - yet we're responsible to not frustrate it by careless living, Eph 4:28-5:2, and to not quench it by listless, reluctant response, 1 Th 5:16-24. SERVING- Douleuo- To serve as a slave. THE LORD- Some think of being fervent in Spirit solely in terms of spiritual ecstasies, or in enthusiastic expressions of their love for the Lord. This verse reminds us that the Spirit's zeal in us is directed towards our living under the Lordship of Christ. Living in happy obedient fellowship with the Lord is the true manifestation of our love for Him, and of the Spirit's work in us, (and of spiritual fervour) Ps 32:8-9; Jn 14:15; 15:18; Gal 5:22-26; Phil 4:4-9; 1 Jn 3:1-24. Serving with our eye on the Lord, Heb 12:1-3, is a counter against both laziness, and misguided enthusiasm.

12:12. HOPE- #Elpis- A confident, happy expectation of something good. It’s not a careless confidence. It is HOPE that is secure IN Christ, 1 Th 1:3. This is the kind of HOPE that leads people to act in the way which can be expected to result in the hope being fulfilled. E.g. "I've studied hard, gained good marks, and enrolled in Medical School as I HOPE to be a Doctor." The Believer does what he does because he has reason to believe that it's pleasing to God and will ultimately be a blessing to himself and to others. Whatever our circumstances, we can rejoice in the certain hope-confidence, that beyond this life lies eternal glory and joy. Not passing pleasure gained by conforming to this world, but the solid joy of doing and being that for which God created us, of eternal value and worth-whileness, Eph 2:10. This is partly pleasurable now, but fully so when the certain future to which we orientate our lives becomes present possession. We're Pilgrims with a grand prospect ahead.

PATIENT- Hupomeno- To persist instead of giving up. Hupo- Under. Meno- To abide, continue. Bravely bearing up under troubles, and so turning misery into glory. The word means our being actively steadfast rather than passively patient. Swimming upstream against the pressure of the current.

TRIBULATION/affliction- Thlipsis- Pressure, affliction, anguish, persecution, trouble. Anything that burdens our spirits. Such pressure is a natural part of human life as it's natural for sparks to fly upwards, Job 5:7. Pressures and conflicts arise in us, and we're under pressure from outside forces. As Christians, the "World, Flesh and Devil" combine to pressure us to conform to the "Normal pattern" of life in this world. God the Holy Spirit through the Bible, Christian fellowship, and Conscience, apply pressure to transform us, Rom 12:3. Our responsibility is to place ourselves in the Lord's hands in everything, so that the pressures combine to mould us into His likeness, Rom 8:28-29. Unbelievers may feel free to avoid much of this pressure but in so doing face judgement.

    Being oriented towards the Lord, and the future, puts inevitable pressure on us because of the world's resistance to Christ Himself, Jn 16:33, Acts 14:22, etc. The world hates Him so it hates us when we manifest Him and His Word. Mt 10:22; Mk 13:13; Lk 21:17; Jn 15:18-25. We glorify God when our witnessing to Christ by life and words is their only reason for hating us, 1 Pet 2:11-25.

PRAYER- It brings power into our lives, because in prayer we're linking ourselves with Omnipotence. And prayer brings PEACE into our hearts because we're placing ourselves and concerns into His hands. This receptive fellowship with God is essential if we're to persist in the patient, joyful, enthusiastic reaching out in obedient service just described. Prayer enables Him to transform us by orienting us towards Him and His world - the world to come.

    We so easily allow discouragement, OR our self-confidence (the two sides of the coin of self-reliance) to limit our praying. Hence the NT emphasis on CONTINUALLY praying Lk 18:1; Acts 1:14; 2:42; 6:4;,Col 4:2; Eph 6:18; 1 Th 5:17. Prayer is the God-ordained channel through which Grace is made available to us in every need. Our steadfastness in praying will determine the reality of our Christian life.

12:13  DISTRIBUTING/Share with- Koinoneo- To share with, or to go shares with. A genuine fellowship is aimed at, not a handout from a superior to an inferior. Not merely CONTRIBUTING to meet the need, as an outsider might, but standing alongside them in their needs and in the meeting of those needs. We should identify with their needs and make them our own just as we share in the consequences of their GIFTS, 12:5.

NECESSITY/need- Often in the NT world, as in “Third World” countries today, Christians loyal to the Lord in spiritual matters and lifestyle, would be among the poorest of the community, Heb 10:34. While wealthy Christians have a responsibility towards the poor of the world in general, we have a specific obligation towards those who belong to our Lord, and who are impoverished for that very reason, .

GIVEN TO/practice- #Dioko- To pursue, persecute, follow eagerly, try to catch. HOSPITALITY- Philoxenia- Friendly Love for strangers/ guests. When we entertain strangers for Christ's sake we're entertaining Him, Mt 25:34-40. Both persecution and preaching caused Christians to go to new places, so hospitality was a specific Christian need. Public lodgings were scarce, and often dangerous. Hospitality included providing room for church worship and witness, 16:23; Philem 1:2. The Believer was not to just take in those who ASKED for hospitality at their door, but to actively look for opportunities to entertain strangers, Heb 13:2. 

    Our homes (or cars) may be small, and our resources limited, but as far as possible we are to welcome into our homes missionaries, visitors, transferees, refugees, lonely neglected people, Christians, or not. We may feel offering hospitality is impossible in our circumstances when it's only inconvenient. It always has been inconvenient in some ways. The need is always there. Today, rich people who have everything that money can buy, may still lack kind, loving Christian friendliness. Hospitality is sharing the love of God for the welfare of the members of the Lord’s body, His church. Some people may abuse our hospitality - be difficult, demanding, spongers, etc. We need God's Grace to PERSIST in hospitality cheerfully after bad experiences, 1 Pet 4:9. And, we need common sense – we’re to find work for those who stay more than three days, says the oldest Christian book "The Didache." Cp 2 Th 3:6-13.

12:14-13:14 How to RELATE To the State & to Neighbours
12:14-21  How to RESPOND to PERSECUTION –

Overcoming Evil with Good

(This applies to life within the Church and in the wider world. It reads much like Mt 5, but the FORM of the Lord's words isn't used here. Ritualism - the idea that the repetition of the “correct forms” of Scripture was the important thing was an apostasy that came later.)

12:14-15 BLESS- To ask God's blessing on, cause to prosper, make happy. PERSECUTE- #12:13. Literally, are persecuting. When we are treated unjustly and maliciously because we have received and are proclaiming the Gospel - that is a challenge to the Christian. It requires God's grace to respond with caring courtesy when persecuted while trying to be a quiet Christian pupil at school, Christian wife at home, Christian at work, etc. It's so unfair, frightening and hurts us so much that it's easy for us to ADD to the evil by hitting back. We mustn't retaliate, or work too hard at avoiding the persecutor. As our mind is renewed by Christ, 12:2; Tutus 3:5, we can see evil as it is, and refuse to make it worse. Instead we are to look for ways to overcome persecution by sheer GOODNESS. It brings God into the situation so He can bless them, Mt 5:44; Lk 6:27. We're to desire their GOOD, the good of conversion - as Christ did for us. None of us do this perfectly. But a sure mark of reality in a profession of faith in Christ is the Spirit convicting a person of their need to cease conforming to this world's tit-for-tat attitude, and begin responding as the Lord Himself did. Persecution for most of us is simply people seeming to "Pick on us," or "Put us down." A petty matter, but it's not easy to BLESS them. CURSE NOT- We're not to wish evil against them, or ask God to curse them.

REJOICE WITH- It's natural for those rejoicing to be rather careless of others. It's natural for the others to be jealous. To thank God for the joy shared by Christians in a group where we feel left out, or to sincerely congratulate parents on their child's success when ours has failed, is a triumph of God's Grace. To refuse to make spiteful remarks about them, or to say nothing at all when there's nothing good we can say about someone, is to stop conforming to the world in that situation, and to be transformed by the renewing of our mind as we present ourselves to God, 12:1-2.

WEEP/Mourn- It's easy to despise weepy people, and to think they should pull themselves together or that their problem is their own fault. It may be. But what if the Lord had treated us that way? Jesus wept over Jerusalem as it prepared to crucify Him - and 3000 were converted there by the first Gospel Sermon. To be pleased at the grief of others is a terrible sin, Prov 17:5. We're not being asked to rejoice with the neighbours over a win at the races, or mourn over the failure of a drug deal. But in the natural joys of life - a good marriage, the birth of a fine child. OR, sorrows - a premature death, the onset of cancer – at such times people are most vulnerable to spiritual hurt or blessing. 

    We're to be ready to stand beside ALL, friend or foe, as fellow humans, ready to share in their joys or sorrows, and to do that to God's glory. To stand with our fellows in those things which are most truly human and closest to God-given personal life, is loving our neighbour as ourselves. Unwillingness to be involved with those crushed under problems will rob us of chances to bring Christ to them. But, it's essential that we insist on standing firm on Scripture, and in Christ whenever we seek to help, Jude 21-23.

12:16  SAME MIND/Live in harmony- Not uniformity of ideas and beliefs, but harmony of relationships. The members of the Church are as different in their characters and ideas as the instruments of an orchestra. The potential for disastrous discord, or delightful harmony is similar. God planned it that way, for His purposes, and any attempt to enforce external conformity is an insult to Him. Our proud childish self may be too eager to blow our own trumpet, or to tell others how they should play the violin God gave them. As each Believer places himself in God's transforming hands and responds humbly and intelligently to what is written in these chapters, the mind of Christ becomes effective in us, 15:5; 2 Cor 13:11; Phil 2:2-4, and consistent, fruitful collective conduct results.

    Then the best in each of us will be blended into a robust, balanced, harmonious whole that will proclaim convincingly the Glory of God in Salvation. If even the best and wisest ignore the score of Scripture, and the Holy Spirit's conducting baton, and stubbornly insist things must be done their way, that proud stubborn assurance, 12:3, will add the evil of dogmatism to the evil of confusion. Harmonising thoughts isn't mechanical but the result of caring as much about each other as we care about ourselves. When the unsaved hear Christians criticising other Christians, for whatever reason, it's easy for them to believe the Gospel has no value. A couple I know were converted as a result of contact with three Believers, one after the other, from different Christian backgrounds who lived and shared the same Gospel.

MIND NOT- Phroneo 12;3. HIGH THINGS/Don't be proud- Human groups, like animal ones, develop a "Pecking Order." Church fellowships must beware of forming cliques of "Spiritual Elite" who are considered superior in doctrine, culture, intelligence, leadership etc, Lk 18:10-13; Jas 2:1-9. Such divisions misrepresent God, distort the Gospel, prevent effective witness. In presenting the Gospel we must not dare to look down on those witnessed to as YOU SINNERS, with filthy rag righteousness. It must be US sinners whose present self-righteousness is filthy rags, Isa 64:6. The Lord is the only source of any REAL righteousness we have, and He is just as accessible to them.

CONDESCEND TO/be willing to associate with- Sunapago- To be lead along with. NOT view ourselves as being superior to certain people, or certain jobs. The Gospel binds us to the Lord and urges us to get alongside needy, unattractive ordinary people. Being in fellowship with the Lord of Glory who befriended the woman at the well, Zaccheus, etc, and was pleased to take any infants in His arms and bless them, gives value to the smallest, least-seen tasks done to meet the needs of people. We can't know NOW what person or action is most important to God's purposes. In the day to come some who lived in harsh obscurity, or apparent unimportant helplessness will be seen to have glorified Him, Mt 19:30; 20:16, etc. Work we were too busy, or important, to take up may be the one rewarded with the heartiest "Well Done," Mt 25:2123 and 19:29-30.  

    We're tempted to think some gifted people would make wonderful Christians, but the grace to humble themselves so that God can exalt them, is the essential, 1 Pet 5:5-7. God wants us to have a friendly, unselfconscious attitude towards unimportant or outcast people, not patronising condescension, or undue fear of being thought one of them. Paul knew nothing of the vital role in our bodies of such unseen nonentities as our glands, but God told him to remind us of the supreme importance of the work of unnoticed Believers, 1 Cor 12:22. MEN OF LOW ESTATE/people of low position- The Greek equally means be willing to help in little ways, do what no-one wants to do.

WISE.. CONCEITS/proud- Literally "Wise with yourselves," Knowledge of Scripture, of God's work in the world, of secular knowledge and culture are all valuable. BUT, there's a great danger of becoming increasingly self-sufficient and less God-aware and God-reliant as the years pass, Prov 3:7; 26:12. Imagined wisdom, or wisdom relied on, cuts us off from Him who is true wisdom and its source. Reliance on our own wisdom and despising any wisdom expressed by others destroys harmony, 1 Cor 4:10; 10:15; Jas 3:13-18. Self-centred pride in knowledge, culture, etc can easily destroy churches.

12:17-18  RECOMPENSE/repay NO EVIL- Such repaying is normal and natural to mankind. Giving people "What they deserve" is not for us, 1 Th 5:15; 1 Pet 3:9. PROVIDE/be careful to do- Pronoeo- To take thought beforehand for, consider in advance. Plan to lead a life that won't disgrace Christ. HONEST/right- Kalos- Good, suitable, right, honourable, what people should look up to. Kalos is used in LXX Prov 3:4. This is the opposite of discrediting the Gospel by living in ways, or doing things that the world can condemn as wrong. All we do must be visibly honest. But onlookers rightly demand more than that of Christians. All we do must commend itself to the highest and best instinct of the world at large if our witness is to be effective, Dan 6:4-5; Mt 5:16; 1 Cor 10:32; 1 Tim 5:14; 1 Pet 2:12-15; 3:16. Paul aimed at this, 2 Cor 4:2; 2 Cor 8:21; 1 Tim 3:7. All we do must pass the test of Rom 2:15.

IF POSSIBLE- Dunatos- Powerful, possible, able. We must assume it's possible to be peaceable, and work towards it. PEACEABLY- We're to be peacemakers - not fight-starters, Mt 5:9. We’re to avoid all quarreling and discord where possible. Loyalty to the Lord, and to Truth, may make peace impossible at times. Jesus didn't order peace at any price, Mt 10:34-36; Lk 12:51-53. His Wisdom is PURE and peaceable Jas 3:17. We're to follow peace and holiness, Heb 12:14. We mustn't condone or share in evil for the sake of peace, but we're ambassadors for the Prince of peace, proclaiming reconciliation, 2 Cor 5:16-21; 1 Cor 6:1-8; 1 Pet 2:20-24. And even when we must disagree with people, and argue for the truth, we must do so in the spirit of Mt 12:18-21; 2 Tim 2:24-26. Wherever offence has been given or taken we should work tirelessly towards a peaceful solution. We must neither decide to have peace at any price, and ignore truth, nor be the means of stirring up strife, etc. Jas 3:17-4:12.

12:19  DEARLY BELOVED/Friends- This reminds us that those told not to take the Law into their own hands are under the loving care of the Father, in the loving fellowship of His children, and being spoken to lovingly. AVENGE NOT/don't take revenge- Even if peace is impossible because we're attacked, a Christian isn't to consider personal revenge. (God's justice may use human agencies, 13:1, 4.) In the measure we've obeyed 12:1-2 we have put behind us all personal rights and selfish concerns. When we feel a desire to avenge, or to go against the other practical principles of this chapter, we must examine ourselves, repent, be cleansed, filled by the Spirit to experience and exhibit the good and perfect will of God, 12:2 – display the fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:23-24.

WRATH- #Orge- A settled state of Anger that will take angry action when it gets the chance to. As God is Holy, Righteous Love, the fact that people deliberately choose to continue in corruption, injustice, and cruelty, demands that He act to put things right. The essence of UNgodliness is that WE take the place of God, and we try to enforce what we see as necessary justice. The essence of Godliness is that we stand back and let God occupy His rightful place, and act, casting our care and our selfish interests into His hands to act as He sees fit, Rev 3:9. God will do perfect justice in every case, in the right way, at the right time, 2:6; 1 Pet 1:16-19. It's not for us who live by God's mercy, to demand vengeance on others.

AS IT'S WRITTEN VENGEANCE IS MINE- God is the only RIGHTEOUS ONE with the wisdom, power and love to enforce justice rightly. In this life, while there is hope of repentance, God smites in order to heal, Isa 19:22, and some respond, Ps 119:67; Dan 4, etc. We're to pray as we suffer, that God may grant repentance and salvation to those who cause us to suffer. I WILL REPAY- Antapodidomi- Anti- A complete return. Apo- back. Didomi- To give. NOT that God will avenge - pay back - personal grievances for offences against Himself. Rather He will ensure that in dealing with His children, 2 Cor 5:10; and in dealing with light-rejecting rebels, Jn 3:19; each gets what they deserve for the way they've treated others.

12:20  THEREFORE/on the Contrary- Christianity goes far beyond non-resistance - we're to do good to all, Prov 25:21-22. IF.. FEED HIM- Psomizo- To feed with morsels, as an infant is fed, and then, from that idea, to dole out food. This is a personal, direct, kind action, not a mechanical provision of food. IF HE THIRST/is Thirsty GIVE HIM something to DRINK- Having left their case in the Lord's hands, this is how the Christian is to respond.

COALS OF FIRE- Kind actions would show Christ's influence on the Christian. His kindness would shame the obedient Christian’s enemy into repentance and conversion if anything would. Saul's response to David's sparing his life was only temporary. But David's attitude of respect for the Lord's anointed persisted in Judah, under God. In contrast to Israel, the Kingdom of Judah had only one royal family. In the early Church Chrysostom wrote "Even if the enemy was a wild beast he'd scarcely continue to injure after being fed, and the Christian would lose his desire for vengeance after feeding him." Remembering how God treated us when WE were enemies, 5:10, moves us to so treat our enemies. Our action MAY lead to his greater condemnation, but its intention is to make it easier for him to listen to our Gospel, and come to repentance. The Lord healed the ear of one of those arresting Him, etc. Generally His enemies remained enemies, but they had no excuse Jn 15:25.

12:21  OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD- This is how God triumphs. His Mercies have overcome our enmity and rebellion. If we respond to anger, jealousy, spite, etc with similar attitudes, words or actions OR self-pity, and despair, we're doing just what the enemy aimed at. Evil done to us has triggered evil in us. By accepting the evil done to us without resentment or retaliation we weaken the power of evil, and limit its effects, by not letting it separate us from fellowship with God. We may not stop the enemy hating, but we can show that he's not hated by us or God. So we share in and manifest the Lord's victory, 1 Jn 4:4; 5:4-5.

    It's not enough to lead a harmless life, or withdraw into a defensive attitude that cuts us off from non-Christians. Preaching against the world or sin from a safe distance creates a feeling of superiority that raises further barriers. We're here to overcome EVIL by living out and proclaiming God's righteous requirements and His love that provides for sinners as in Jn 3:16. If the unsaved see among Christians rivalries, self-love, criticism of other Christians and eagerness for material prosperity, any Gospel we preach is powerless to reach them. They need to see us Christians living in selfless, co-operative fellowship with each other – showing mutual appreciation - overcoming the evil that attacks us by Christ-like goodness.

    It's easy for us to preach against the evils of Society, while those same evils are obvious in the preacher's life. Or by preaching a "Gospel" that offers excitement, material and physical blessings and self-fulfilment so that "converts" are following an uncrucified Christ who is happy to boost their egos, and is tolerant of their continuing in sin. Such preachers and churches may seem to prosper by using the advertising techniques of big business, and psychological manipulation, to "Sell their Gospel," as an attractive commodity to meet men's selfish “felt needs.” But if we are to proclaim the Gospel of Christ-crucified in fellowship with our Lord – Bible style - we must show Evil to be what it is, and overcome Evil WITH GOOD. The natural way to overcome evil is to LEGISLATE against it, or to oppose it with evil - anger, insults, ridicule, etc. To oppose evil with GOOD is only possible when we have taken in the teaching of Romans chapters  1-12, and are living by the truths it teaches – especially 8:1-39.

13:1-7  Our OBLIGATIONS TO State AUTHORITIES 

(Not conforming to the world STRENGTHENS our need to obey Authorities. Claudius had expelled Jews from Rome as troublemakers, Acts 18:2. Christians must carefully avoid any idea that serving God sets one free from serving Caesar.)

13:1  EVERYONE- Psuche- (Psyche) Soul. A reminder that we have minds, feelings and wills which we are responsible to use as we should. BE SUBJECT/Submit himself- Hupotasso- Hupo- under, Tasso- to arrange. Used of the way an army is organised, but applies equally well to any situation requiring individuals to take their place, obey orders, and fulfil a role - Orchestra, Team, etc. We're to ACTIVELY submit ourselves. An inclination to resent, ridicule, and resist authority is natural, and sinful. We must obey except where God's Word plainly forbids it. Seeing God behind the State makes us obedient when we could avoid obeying the laws of the land without being found out- a loyalty beyond that of most citizens. When God's servant the State disobeys Him, we may have to disobey it, Acts 4:19-20; 5:29-32. But that is an effective witness to God only against a background of obvious loyalty and respect in other matters. If Christians can have a say in who will Govern, we've a spiritual responsibility to co-operate with God in His purposes, exercising our rights out of love for God and Man. Always we're to PRAY for rulers that they will achieve God's purposes. 1 Tim 2:1-4.

POWERS/Authorities- #Exousia- Authority power. From Exesti- it is lawful. Earthly rulers as in Lk 12:11. Not Angelic ones as in Eph 6:12. We have no responsibility towards the latter. NO POWER/Authority BUT OF GOD- All Exousia is Christ's, Mt 28:18. All authority DERIVES from God, is RELATED TO God, DELEGATED BY God, so in dealing with it we're dealing with God indirectly. Man-centred thinking resents authority as limiting its freedom to please itself. There are various authorities in the life of this world. The Bible says that our attitude towards those people and their laws and rules must reflect our attitude towards God Himself, who is the source of their authority. We are responsible to God for our attitude to all Laws and Authorities.

    God wants an orderly life for mankind. He delegates authority to rulers, magistrates, husbands, parents, elders etc not to give them any right to have their selfish demands met, but that they should accept responsibility for seeing His authority maintained in their respective spheres, Eph 5:21-6:9; 1 Pet 5:1-3. This is the basis for submission to them, and where love reigns there is mutual submission. The husband's obligation to his wife, the elders to the Church, etc are greater because the latter are subject to the former. To be subject to one another, Eph 5:21, doesn't mean to OBEY one another, but to treat our responsibilities to each other as more important than our responsibility to look after our own interests. Behaving responsibly as an authority figure, and as one under authority, is to be both our duty and joy - An urgent spiritual challenge to stop conforming... 12:2.

THE POWERS THAT BE/Authorities that exist- Whatever Government we may find ourselves under. Describes FACT, not an IDEAL Government. ORDAINED/ Established- Tasso- To place in order, arrange, appoint. The Jews acknowledged this by daily sacrifices in the temple on behalf of the Roman authorities, as for the Persian kings, Ezra 6:10, etc. The existence of civil authorities to protect mankind from the effect of unbridled sin is – as the provision of sun and rain is - part of the providential order which God has established for our good. We may not like what we've got, but any government or weather is better than none! The universe operates under God-ordained natural laws. At Sinai God gave Moral laws decreeing how men should live in relation to Him, and to each other. These are supported by what survives of His law implanted in man's nature, Rom 2:14-16. The Believer and the Church operate under the spiritual laws God has ordained. Human Government establishes its own laws, but those laws are good and effective only in the measure that they conform to God's Laws. When Governments exercise rule they're doing what God willed them to do, but He holds them responsible for the carry out their stewardship, Isa 10:5-26; Acts 2:23. It's not just that God PERMITS authorities to rule. Presumably as a Righteous God He ensures that people get the type of rule that they deserve. And as Sovereign God of Love He ensures that it will show up sin as undesirable, and salvation as a positive good. The risen Lord is LORD OF ALL, and in a day to come He will assume all Government, and judge righteously all Governments. All who exercise authority are wise to acknowledge that they are answerable to Him, and live accordingly, but He will not yet enforce it.

13:2 RESISTETH/rebels against- Antitasso- Opposite of Submit- Hupotasso. RESISTETH/is rebelling against THE ORDINANCE OF what GOD/has instituted- What God has ordered, arranged, put there.

DAMNATION/Judgment- Krima- A Judgment, condemnation, a decision against. Resistance to ANY authority or law brings its penalty. It's an example of the normal pattern of sow/reap. Paul was a realist, as in 8:35-39. He isn't saying Government actions will always be just and kind. It wasn't so when Jesus was brought before Pilate, or with Paul at Philippi, Acts 16. But in both cases God over-ruled it for good, as we may well find He has in all cases, when we reach Glory. Whether so or not Paul is establishing the BASIC ASSUMPTION on which the Christian must act. He states the situation in absolute terms, undiluted by listing exceptions. Human nature instinctively struggles to find any possible exception, and easily takes it as an excuse for evading all responsibility, Eg Honour Father.. but Ye say.. Mk 7:9-13. There are times when a Believer must suffer the wrath of Government by obeying God, but this doesn't justify his rebelling.

13:3-4  NOT A TERROR TO GOOD- As a rule law-abiding, good-doing citizens have nothing to fear. The State is responsible before God to deal with actions which injure others. Good and Evil go beyond "State approved/disapproved," but there's an overlap –God and the Authorities often say the same thing. Paul as a Roman citizen exercised his right to appeal to Caesar. We as citizens of Heaven have our right to appeal to God. He will in His own time rectify any unjust decision or action against us.  PRAISE/commend- The state occasionally honoured those considered public benefactors with statues, inscriptions, public ceremonies etc. But generally bad actions are rewarded with physical and material punishment. GOOD ones are merely praised.

MINISTER/servant- Diakonos- See 12:7. He's God's servant in the sense that it's God's will that there should be government. Saul in rebellion against God persecuted David, yet David referred to him as "The Lord's Anointed," 1 Sam 24:5-7 etc. All states are composed of and ruled by sinners as there's no other kind of human. The Godless head of a Godless state is an ORDAINED MINISTER of God! We're to help them in prayer. FOR GOOD- #12:2. To promote and provide security, and general welfare for all, including us. We are to think of the fact that we have a Government, and the way it governs as a positive GOOD - not merely as a lesser evil than lawlessness. We may often find it hard to believe that is true, but we should obey and pray that we lead quiet, peaceable lives 1 Tim 2:2.

BEAR THE SWORD- Justice is usually pictured with a scale in one hand, a sword in the other, and blindfolded. The sword is the symbol of the right to punish including the final penalty, execution. Gen 9:6 isn't contradicted by Thou shalt not kill which applies to the individual, not the State in exercising its responsibility towards murderers. The traditional attitude of Justice was "This man is EVIL and must be punished." Today it's often "This man is sick, so needs treatment." Those responsible to exercise God's Justice should ensure, as far as possible, that the offender is treated if he's sick, and that the evil he has done is punished. The love we practise mustn't ignore Justice. Many people want a God of love, minus justice. If people can avoid legal punishment the whole legal system disintegrates, because man has failed to be what God ordained him to be in this matter. Although our legal system exercises only a partial (in both senses of the word) element of God's wrath against sin, it points to, and warns of final judgment.

MINISTER/servant OF GOD A REVENGER to execute/Agent of punishment- Ekdikos- Out of Justice = simply the one who executes justice. WRATH- 12:19. God's WRATH is to be executed in the last days 2:5, against Governments and citizens alike, squaring all accounts. But preliminary action has already begun, 1:18. One form is the exercise of God's wrath against criminals by the authorities. Paradoxically this partial execution of God's wrath inhibits sin, and so makes possible God's patient postponement of Judgment Day that gives time for repentance 2:4: 2 Pet 3:9. God alone is entitled to wrath, His wrath lies behind human punishments. THAT DOETH- Prasso- To perform repeatedly a habitual act, continuous action or as a yet uncompleted one. EVIL/Wrongdoer- 12:17.

13:5-7  BE SUBJECT/Submit- Hupotasso- 13:1 NOT ONLY WRATH/because of possible punishment- 12:19. God's wrath and/or the wrath of the earthly rulers. CONSCIENCE- The witness our conscience gives with regard to our actions. Though largely conditioned by our upbringing in early childhood when we were too young to notice, our conscience is a standard to which God holds us responsible, 2: 14-16. Many accept authority because they're frightened of the consequences of being caught, but disobey if they expect to get away with it. A Christian knows God has delegated authority to the ruler, so has the added incentive that the ruler and he are servants of the same LORD. And He knows that when he meets his Lord he will have to answer to Him for any disobedience.

TRIBUTE/taxes- We owe Government financial support as we benefit from Law and Order being maintained, fire protection, schools etc that the government provides. To have a clear conscience before God we must pay taxes, customs-duties, local government rates, etc and in full. Yet it's natural to resent having to pay. When Paul wrote, all tax collecting was farmed out to the highest bidder, who did his unpopular work with a greedy eye on personal gain, as Zaccheus had, Lk 19:8. Tiberius Caesar urged tax collectors to treat Taxpayers as a farmer treats cows - milk them, not bleed them to death!

GOD'S MINISTERS/servants- Leitourgos- One who discharges a public office. It's used of Christ Himself, Heb 8:2, and of Paul, 15:16, etc working for God. ATTENDING THIS THING- Applies to Governing, and collecting taxes too. RENDER THEREFORE/Give- 12:17. DUES/What you owe- This is an imperative - something we're ORDERED to do. Give back what is owed as a debt. Render to Caesar, Mk 12:17. Being citizens of Heaven, Phil 3:20, doesn't exempt us from responsibility to human Govt., or to the world at large. 

TRIBUTE/taxes- Phoros- direct taxes. CUSTOM/revenue- Telos- #12:2, but here means indirect taxes paid for public ends/purposes - customs duty, etc. The two combine to mean "All kinds of taxes."

FEAR/Respect- 13:3. HONOUR- 12:10. Show respectful fear of displeasing those exercising authority and enforcing laws. Our human natures prefer to ridicule their personal shortcomings as an excuse for disobedience, but that undermines God-given authority, and it's sinful for Christians to make insulting remarks about those in authority, or anyone. We're to pray for them, 1 Tim 2:1-2. The same words are used in Fear God, Honour the King, 1 Pet 2:17. Perhaps this means FEAR/respect them because they represent God; HONOUR (or value) them for the good their work does for people. 
 Our attitude towards those in authority must acknowledge that they play their part in God's order. An OUTWARD show of respect would be hypocritical if we don’t obey at least the spirit of  the laws, or don't pay our taxes, customs duties, rates, etc. We need to remember that while any Government, like the Roman one, was guilty of injustices and excesses, under it a measure of peace, law and order, and moral restraint was maintained. When, as in Revelation, the State appears to be the enemy of God, the real enemy is the demonic powers behind it.

PROBLEM- What if the Authority CONTRADICTS GOD? Do I have to subject myself to it? In Mk 12:17 Render to Caesar... Jesus made a differentiation between that which belongs to Caesar and that which belongs to God. If Caesar moves out of his legitimate God-given area of authority - taxes, building and traffic laws etc - and legislates on moral-spiritual matters in opposition to what God has commanded us We ought to obey God - as in Acts 1:8, rather than men, Acts 5:29,  applies, and we're to accept the consequences cheerfully, Acts 4:19-20; 5:40-42. The natural rebelliousness of our sinful nature against authority will find many pious excuses for our disobeying Laws we don't want to obey. I've read fundamentalist Christians in USA claiming the right to evade paying tax because the Government was stealing it from them to pay the dole to loafers! If the authority is corrupt, as it was in Paul's time, that does not excuse us from our responsibilities. Paul said Obey, Pay, and PRAY.

13:8-10.  Our OBLIGATION TO  the World of PEOPLE

(Demonstrating the righteousness of God in relation to all we meet.)

13:8  OWE- Opheilo NO MAN ANYTHING- An emphatic statement in the Greek. We're to lend -  and borrow when we are in need, Ex 22:25; Ps 37:26; Mt 5:42; Lk 6:35; but not be careless about repaying, Ps 37:21. Today home ownership, and business can seldom be managed on a cash basis, but OVERDUE accounts are to be avoided. We must live within our means, not go into debt for non-essentials, Prov 22:7. When those who claim to belong to  Christ fail to pay their debts - that disgraces His Name, and provokes blasphemy, 2:24. Right handling of our finances, and of our relationships with others, and with authorities, are all important.

LOVE- #Agapao- (See Agape 12:9) To love unselfishly, sacrificially, persistently, fully. The constant attitude of God towards mankind, Jn 3:16 is to be our attitude towards each other and to those we meet, Jn 15:12. The Holy Spirit moves us to love, and directs/ empowers the actions that show love, Rom 5:5; Gal 5:22. Being a Christian commits us to LOVE people whether we find them lovable or not. Whatever our natural inclination, the Lord commands us to seek the welfare of all, and harm to none, 15:2. That we're COMMANDED shows it's an option we can choose, and which we must take if we're to please the Lord. We owe the debt of love to everyone. It can never be paid and done with. It's a constant challenge to find ways of paying it. "I've never done anybody any harm" won't pass. We're here to do as much good to as many as possible, Gal 6:10. Paul was in debt to present the Gospel, Rom 1:14. Only by DOING loving things can we reflect God's love to others.

ONE ANOTHER- A reciprocal obligation within the church, but also His children are to reach out to reflect God's love to everybody we meet. LOVES ANOTHER/fellow-man- Heteros- Another of a different kind. Not just Alla- Another of the same kind. Of course we are to love those of the same race, culture, tastes, interests or who are close to us, but this says that we are also to love those who are different from us. FULFILLED- #Pleroo- To make full, fulfil potential. A richer word than OBEY, Mt 5:17. The Law isn't LOVE and vice versa, but acting in love fulfils the Law, Rom 8:3-4. Acting without love for God and man breaks God’s Law, Mt 22:37-39. A Magistrate, Husband, Teacher, Master, Elder cannot exercise his function rightly without doing so in love. One commentator gives this summary - Love is EMOTIVE- it creates affinity with the object, MOTIVE- it impels to action, EXPULSIVE- it expels what is alien to the interest which the love seeks to promote.

LAW- The general principles of right and wrong, spelled out at Sinai, Rom 2:12-27. Romans teaches that it shows man his sinfulness; that Christ is the end of the Law for Righteousness, 10:4; that we're set free from the Law of sin and death so that the righteousness of the Law may be fulfilled in us, 8:1-16. As we take up this challenge the Spirit sets us free from selfishness/sinfulness into the sphere of God's LOVE, and so are obliged to express that love in all our contacts with others. We are meant to live far above the possibility of breaking the Law, or of self-righteous legalistic thinking. Fellowship with God, in Love, with our eyes on our Lord and Saviour, sets us free to fulfil all the Law without thinking about it. Our sole responsibility is total commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and the fullness of the Spirit, with LOVE the attitude of our heart. Cp Gal 5:13-26; 1 Tim 1:5; 1 Pet 2:22.

Specific examples of acts of UNLOVE / ANTI-love against one's neighbour.

13:9  ADULTERY- To continue in adultery, and profess to be a Christian is totally incompatible. The world to which we mustn't conform may pretend that sexual immorality is justified if those involved "Love" each other. God says you CAN'T love a person, and commit adultery with them. In God’s order sexual union is the expression of the total permanent commitment of a man and woman to each other involving their personalities, minds, and purposes. Anything less isn't what He made us for, and therefore it’s a sin against Him, ourselves, and any others affected. Adultery is dominated by the union of animal appetite for each other, and that has very little to do with love and its insistence on the long term good of the other. Anything outside the God-ordained bonds of marriage is NOT love in the Biblical sense because it opts out of major responsibilities. We're not to live in fear under a legalistic system, but in fellowship with God, and in His LOVE, empowered by the Holy Spirit. Those living in this love cannot commit adultery. Love doesn't exploit another's body - immorality does.

KILL/Murder- We're forbidden even to let anger grow, Mt 5:21-26. STEAL- Love doesn't steal another's property. And so it doesn’t fail to pay reasonable wages, or to make good use of time paid for. It doesn’t fail to pay for goods received, or to give value for money paid for them, etc. BEAR FALSE WITNESS- Or even speak the truth unlovingly, Eph 4:15. COVET- We Christians are not to allow our desires and ambitions to control us, 1 Cor 6:12. OTHER- 13:9 COMMANDMENT.

LOVE NEIGHBOUR AS SELF- Mt 22:37-40. This is NOT an excuse to LOVE OURSELVES, or to foster our self-love. Chapter 7 showed SELF, as an alternative centre to God, and that it is our worst enemy. Looking after ourselves is natural. Love for one's family means that we care for them as well. In Christ our care is to include all the people we come in contact with. We're to have the same attitude towards others as we have to ourself. We should provide what is essential for our personal health and well-being physically, mentally, emotionally, socially, and spiritually, keep tidy, behave rightly, and fit self for what God wants us to be. The value God has set on us, Gal 2:20 requires us to value ourselves, and our neighbours, and to reach out loving hands to help them enjoy God's goodness with us, and to develop into what God wants them to be. Our NEIGHBOUR is anyone who we're in a position to do good or ill to. 

    We're not to ignore our own self, and needs, Eph 5:28-29 but to put others and their needs alongside, or even ahead of, our own, Jn 15:13; Rom 5:7; 12:10; Phil 2:3-4. Negative self-denial is neurotic, not Christian. Love of GOD is the first essential - and that involves the fulfilment of His purposes in us and in others. This will at times involve real loss to self of privilege, or pleasure, but that loss is never an end in itself.

13:10  LOVE- #12:9. NO EVIL/harm- 12:17- Stated negatively, like the commands quoted, it faces the reality of sin. Some claim if we "LOVE" people we'll ignore any sin they may be involved in as we mustn't "Judge" others. Professed Love, which comforts or strengthens people in their independence from God, or defiance of God and His will as revealed in His Laws in fact harms them. It's hypocrisy to pretend to love a neighbour if we're harming him, or helping him to harm himself by going against God’s will.

LOVE.. THE LAW- Love does all the Law positively or negatively requires. Inversely, anything that doesn't do this isn't an expression of Christian LOVE. This isn't a new legalism. It's a simple statement of fact. To walk in fellowship with the God of Love sets one far above legalistic rules and attempts at righteousness. If it doesn't do that it is a sham. Professions or intentions of LOVING don't set us free to ignore the 10 commandments. Breaking the Law instantly shows the urgent need of repentance. The Law of Christ – LOVE - 1 Cor 9:21; Gal 5:14; 6:2; isn't a means of Salvation, but it’s the channel through which the new life of Christ expresses itself.

13:11-14  Our OBLIGATION to Make Good USE of Fleeting TIME.

(It's essential we do all we can for everybody while we can.)

13:11  TIME- Kairos- NOT time on the clock or calendar (That’s Chronos.) but the season, and seasonal activity. This is the SEASON for witness - Sowing the Gospel and gathering the harvest. The season for loyal service to our absent Lord, for our being transformed, and for sharing His rejection and his concern for the lost, Jn 4:35; Acts 1:8; 2 Cor 3:1-4:18; Heb 13:11-21, etc. All the exhortations of these chapters are matters of urgency because the age we're living in is rushing to its climax. How we live in it will have permanent, irreversible effects. Any time we spend in being conformed to this world in order to enjoy this world is time lost for ever. We need to realise this so our whole life becomes oriented to eternity. To act right we must remember who we are, where we came from, and where we're going. The future has been revealed to us, so we can make the best use of the present time, in view of what Christ has done AND is going to do Eph 2:8-9; Phil 1:28; 4:4-7; 1 Th 5:1-11; Heb 10:24-31; Jas 5:7-11; 1 Pet 4:7-11; 2 Pet 3:1-18.

TIME- Hora- Hour ... TO AWAKE- We live on the edge of the Age to Come. We must get up and get going rather than live in comfortable, sleepy indifference. OUR SALVATION- Our Spiritual, eternal Salvation granted to those who repent and claim Christ as Saviour by Faith, Rom 1:16; Eph 1:13, etc. Our Salvation is not to be viewed in a self-centred way – it is OURS, BECAUSE IT OWNS US!

NEARER- We already HAVE Salvation, are JUSTIFIED, saved from sin's consequences, Rom 5:1; Jn 3:36. But as well as that instantaneous aspect there's the lifelong aspect of being saved from the power of sin, made dead to it and alive to God. We experience this as we allow the Spirit of God to lead us, Rom 6:4-11; 8:1-13; Gal 5:13-25. This battle continues as long as we're in this world/ in these bodies, 8:23-25. Then when Christ comes He will save us from the presence of sin. We'll see Him as He is and be like Him forever. Salvation will be complete. That's nearer than when we first believed.

    Beware of blunting the challenge of these words with speculations about Paul mistakenly thinking the Lord MUST come in his lifetime. He warned against unhealthy, unsettling pre-occupation with the nearness of the Coming, 2 Th 2:1-12, as Peter did, 2 Pet 3:8-9. But Paul was aglow with the conviction that at any moment the Lord MIGHT return. The days in which we can serve Him in this life are rapidly passing. We must awake and grasp every chance to live for our Lord in view of His certain, rapid coming, and perhaps soon coming. To treat each day as possibly the day of His appearing would help us to spend each passing hour well, Eph 5:8-16. It would help us to judge the value of everything by the looming Glory.

13:12  THE NIGHT- Of this world's darkness of sin and alienation from God to which we mustn't allow ourselves to continue to be conformed. NIGHT/ DAY, DARKNESS/ LIGHT are constant spiritual pictures in Scripture, Lk 16:8; Jn 3:19-21; 8:12; Acts 26:18; 2 Cor 6:14; Eph 5:8; 1 Th 5:4-10. The NIGHT'S response to the Lord's coming had shown up the full horror of its darkness, Lk 22:53. His atoning death and triumphant resurrection had proclaimed its defeat and ushered in the LAST DAYS, Col 2:13-15. Full provision has been made for repentant sinners, and for the final putting down of all rebellion, 1 Cor 15:20-28. The current age had lost any right to continue - its potential for good was FAR SPENT. Even if God's grace and patience permitted it to linger on as it has, its end was certain, and in that sense imminent. From the completion of His first Coming the next event we're to look for is His Second Coming, Acts 1:7-11; 1 Th 1:10; 4:13-18; 2 Pet 3:1-18. God alone will decide the length of time His patience will permit this world to continue as a disorderly blot on His universe, Acts 1:6-7. In the end the universe will display nothing but His power and glory.

DAY almost here- The DAY when God will manifest His glory, His purposes in Creation and Redemption, and so end forever the present NIGHT, Rom 8:18-23. The change from night to day requires a change in our way of life. It's very easy to become so wrapped up in living as if THIS world was all bright and glorious day, and so, waste the present time because ignoring the future, Phil 3:19. Our minds must be renewed and transformed so that our lifestyle reflects the DAY. We're to wake up to the reality of this and make sure we're putting into practice what we've been learning.

CAST OFF/put aside WORKS OF DARKNESS- We’re to do this because God in His wonderful grace has totally changed our position from darkness to light, Col 1:9-23. We’re to stop doing anything that isn't worthy of God and contributing to the Glory ahead. We’re not given a set of rules about external behaviour but a set of principles to adopt INTERNALLY, Col 3:1-17. Our life will then be the out-working of the work of the Holy Spirit writing Christ in our hearts, Gal 4:4-7; 5:22-25; 2 Cor 3:3. This will change our lifestyle to make it appropriate for one who has been redeemed by the Son of God and who at any moment may join Him in Glory. To say "I don't see anything wrong with.." is a symptom of self-centredness and/or deliberate blindness, 2 Pet 1:9.

    As we choose to live in the light of eternity our lives will be transformed by the possessive love of God who is eager to fill our lives with the PERFECT good if only we'll part with the permissible, 1 Cor 10:23; Phil 3:7-14; 2 Pet 1:1-11. As we put ourselves into His hands the Spirit will make clear to us what we must do next to fulfil God's priorities for us in His purposes. NIGHT and DAY require different clothes and equipment. To be ready to make full use of the DAY we must dress and prepare for it BEFORE Daybreak.

ARMOUR- Hoplon- Any tool or instrument. Plural, as here, means weapons of warfare, used literally or figuratively. Armour includes positive weapons for us to use on the side of LIGHT in this present dark world. Works of darkness = what we do in our own strength. ARMOUR of light = what the Lord provides for us - armour derived from the arsenal of light AND which is appropriate in the service OF LIGHT- God exists in LIGHT, 1 Tim 6:16. The Incarnate Word brought Light into the world, Jn 1:1-6, and into our life, 2 Cor 4:6. God gives LIGHT for us to live by, Jn 8:12; 12:35-36. He equips us for the battle of life in a dark world so we can get His Gospel light out into the world, Phil 2:12-16. In contrast to the Splendour of THAT light all that's within us by nature, and around us, is relatively darkness. Sleep, night, and darkness - dark deeds go together in ordinary life, and in the moral/ spiritual realm. ALL of us must be manifested before His judgment seat on that day - so must live in its light here and now, 2 Cor 5:9-11.

13:13  WALK/behave- Peripateo- To walk around, live, behave. A course of action which, taken a step at a time, produces a lifestyle, and ensures a goal – whether we desire that goal or not. (Hell is clearly the goal of a godless life, as it is a place and state utterly without God.) The figure of walking reminds us that we're taking a step at a time, at our choosing. Being pushed is likely to land us flat on our face! Again the Greek has the sense of "Let us begin to do/ do more fully, as a deliberate action. We're already OF THE DAY, and that fact is to determine each step of our whole lifestyle. The day is NEAR, and it's not easy to live as if it was here, but let's make the effort to.

HONESTLY/decently- Euschemonos- Eu- well, good. Schema- A form, a visible appearance. Gracefully, becomingly, honourably = with nothing to be ashamed of when the full light breaks in upon the world and us and shows what's really there. In contrast to disorderly and shameful living. Live step by step in the light of the dawning day to which invisibly we belong, 2 Cor 5:8-10. This is to be a heart attitude, not a religious pose, just as Rom 6:11 doesn't mean PRETEND you're dead to sin. We're to recognise the truth the Gospel reveals and act on it.

RIOTING/orgies DRUNKENNESS WANTONNESS/debauchery- Aselgeia- Excess, indecency, An insolent disregard for decency that indulges in all kinds of sexual immorality. These words sum up wild parties involving lawless drunkenness and sexual immorality, as in Lk 21:34; Gal 5:21; 1 Pet 4:3. The words are plurals indicating frequent or habitual actions. Once anyone becomes involved in that life-style it takes over their lives. STRIFE/dissension ENVYING/jealousy- Strife and envying are natural outcomes of drunken orgies, but – to our shame – they are also sometimes a problem to Christians who live respectable lives. ALL of these are opposite to LOVE.

13:14  PUT ON/Clothe yourselves with- 13:12. LORD JESUS CHRIST- Not simply try to adopt the lifestyle Jesus taught and patterned for us, as something WE do. But having put ourselves in His hands, 12:1, all His provision for our need is available for us to claim. He Himself IS the clothing, armour and weapons. He indwells us, Col 1:29, and wants to express Himself in and through our daily lives, if only we let Him - put Him on. Our life was hid with Christ in God at conversion, Col 3:3, and by being baptised we declared our identification with Him. But this is present tense imperative, as our putting on Christ in the sense of loyalty and obedient Faith is something which is our constant responsibility. We’re to follow Him, wanting our lives to express the pattern of His earthly life. We’re to do this, trusting and relying wholly upon the righteousness before God which is ours in Him, and letting it be manifested by the power of His Spirit. See 8:1-16; Eph 4:24; 6:11-14; Col 3:10-12; 1 Th 5:8.

FLESH/Sinful nature- Sarx- The totality of human inheritance from Adam. All of spirit, soul, and body, that makes us human, Mt 24:22. The seat of sin in us, Rom 7:18. If we go on putting thought into doing what it wants, that strengthens its hold on us, and locks us into the things of this world. The FLESH constantly presses its claims on us, and we need to act as in 12:1. Our bodies and natures have legitimate claims which have to be considered, but that isn't to be what we spend our time daydreaming about or scheming for. We're to keep our eyes on the Lord and the age to come, not on short-term goals.

LUSTS/desires- Our old nature constantly clamours to have its real and imagined needs met, irrespective of whether this would involve sinning, or at least falling short of God's best. Its works are listed in Gal 5:19-21. Flesh and Spirit are rival, contrasted Masters in 8:4 etc. Our stewardship of our life does require us to make provision for our body and bodily needs, but the ways in which we do this are to be the result of placing them in the Father's hands, Mt 6:25-34. LUSTS/Desires aren't always coarse. They may be legitimate sources of pride - except that they are alternatives to the worship, service and love of God.

14:1-15:13 - How To BEHAVE When Convictions Clash

(Maintaining fruitful Fellowship tests the reality of our response to 12:1-2. Convictions clash because God in His wisdom has made us sons, Gal 4:4-7 – every Believer is in a direct Sonship-Servant relationship with the Lord, and required to live in fellowship with Him with a clear conscience, Acts 24:16. Each Believer is free to serve Him in love according to the unique natures He has given us, under the unobtrusive guidance of the Holy Spirit. Jews were in the slavish state of a young child under the control of Law until they came of age, Gal 3:23-4:7. We're now set free to live above its detailed DO/DON'T, black/white rules, 8:3. We're NOT in the grey of uncertainty, but in the multi-coloured variety of ways in which Believers may freely choose to please and serve the Lord. Jews didn't easily appreciate their new freedom, or the freedom of Gentiles to be welcomed into the Church without becoming Jews, Acts 10, 11, and 15. The Apostles acknowledged that God had set up a new order, but Jews tended to cling to the outgrown law-keeping, Heb 8; Acts 21:20. It gave them a sense of security and superiority. It still does to groups strictly regulated in details of belief and behaviour.

While the Law-Gospel clash of conscience faded, in every age Godly people find themselves in disagreement. It's part of God's will for us as a constant painful challenge to deny self - including GODLY self - and take up our cross in order to keep on paying our debt of love, 13:8; Lk 9:23; Gal 2:20; Phil 2:1-16. Godly disagreements arise from differences of temperament, age, background, attitudes towards the cultural setting in which we live and witness, different stages of spiritual maturity, and the different gifts and work God has given us to do. We agree that public worship should be appropriate to the presence of God but does that require calm dignified restraint or spontaneous uninhibited enthusiasm? We SHOULD be excited about God and the Gospel, AND be awed. What one sees as dignified reverence, another sees as lifeless and boring.

In England Godly Lord Shaftesbury insisted that Godly General Booth founder of the Salvation Army was Antichrist because he used the tunes and entertainment tricks of the music hall. Others sneered that Shaftesbury, Wilberforce etc indulged in "the fleshpots of Egypt," (Ex 16:3) as they put on banquets for politicians to influence them to abolish slavery, child labour in mines, etc. Godly Christians desiring to please their Lord still disagree about lifestyles, doctrinal systems, forms of worship, methods of evangelism, Bible translations, who to co-operate with, etc. Such disagreements between those believing they were being loyal to Him and His Word have wrecked God's work. His people have been side-tracked, divided, discouraged and embittered because they ignored the message of these chapters and were too confident in themselves and the rightness of their views, 12:3. SO, let's listen patiently to what Paul has to say, and equip ourselves for the next time we're shocked at the ideas of our fellow-Believers.

God has placed us in the Church – the body of Christ – to function as different members – eyes, hands, ears, feet, etc. He has fitted us for our different roles by giving us different minds, and insights, different conversion experiences, spiritual capacities, convictions and experiences. If we submit to the Head, Christ, continually, and keep our eyes on Him, Heb 12:1-3, and take our directions from Him, we will love, accept and value each other as He does. And we will be able to work well together as we submit to one another in Christ, Phil 2:1-16; Eph 5:14-21.

FAILURE TO OBEY THESE COMMANDS IS THE ROCK ON WHICH "NEW TESTAMENT STYLE" CHURCHES WRECK THEMSELVES!

 14:1-2. Receive those whose Scruples/Views Differ & Cause Problems

(To round out the truth, study also 1 Cor chapters 8-10.)

14:1-2 WEAK- Not the weakness of being nobodies, 1 Cor 1:26-31, that can be matched by the Lord's strength, 2 Cor 12:9-10. Not weak in obeying God's plain commands. But, weak in that they feel the need of detailed rules to lean on. Freedom IS frightening. We should put our hand in the Lord's hand and step out in Faith with Him. Our natural self prefers a set of rules to fuss over, as that leaves US in charge. In this context they would be Jews, with scruples about non-kosher food, Sabbaths, etc. Their consciences are tender, weak, over-sensitive. (The STRONG (confident) Christians risk hardening their consciences.) People with weak consciences aren’t weak in character either. Such may be determined to enforce their views on the whole church, or wreck it.

FAITH- 12:3. Unlike those condemned in Galatians, this “weak” person may not view the Gospel as requiring Law-obedience. But his grasp of the Gospel, or his rejoicing in the freedom it gives is weak. He may lack confidence in himself, in his Lord, and in his position as adult son free to live by the principles of the Gospel and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. He may want the security of being a child under detailed rules from the OT, or from Christian leaders willing to displace the Lord and take over his life.

RECEIVE/Accept- #Proslambano- To take to oneself food = eat, or to take to oneself people as here = Welcome them and make them feel at home as part of the Christian family. Unless they're defying God's clearly revealed will we're to receive them warmly and build them up in the Lord in any ways they may need. DOUBTFUL/disputable matters- Dialogismos- Dia- Through, to separate between. Logismos- A reasoning. Things that God left not obvious, for us to reason out and decide the best alternative - to decide what we think will please Him.

DISPUTATIONS/passing Judgment on- Diakrisis- A distinguishing, discerning, judging. The word is used in Heb 5:14 of the capacity to DISCERN good and evil that can cope with strong meat. Our obligation to a new recruit is not to JUDGE him as a specimen for dissection and rectification, but to receive him as a brother to be loved and built up in his knowledge of God and His will, and in his fellowshipping with Christ. In our Lord’s eyes the important issues are given in 8:1-30; 12:1-21; 1 Cor 13:1-3; Gal 2:19-21; 5:13-25; Phil 2:1-16; Col 3:1-17; 1 Th 5:14-24, etc. 

    Paul says don't argue with him about his personal opinions/scruples as if they were important issues. If we do that the details of doctrine and practice soon become the focus of attention. Then the life and work of the Church may be constantly disturbed by his efforts to get everyone to live exactly as he believes Christians should, even though he himself may do little but fuss over petty details. If he's able to make his fad – or our opposition to it - THE BIG ISSUE that distracts or divides the Church, then that feeds his pride. If he is expelled he may be stumbled, or his illusion of being a martyr will be fed. 

ONE BELIEVETH/man's faith EAT ALL THINGS/everything- Can eat any kind of food with a clear conscience, including meat, 1 Cor 10:25. God, it seems, in Mk 7:19; Acts 10:14-15, had revoked the food laws of Lev 11. WEAK.. HERBS/vegetables- All vegetables were "Clean" by OT food laws. It's not that he believes he can earn righteousness before God by such works. That's already been shown as sinful. But he believes he's pleasing God by following rules which God had previously required.

14:3-4 REFRAIN FROM JUDGING Others - Mutual Forbearance

14:3-4 DESPISE/Look down on- The meat-eater must not despise the vegetarian. The strong generally DO despise those with weaker bodies, minds, consciences etc. In despising the weak he shows that he  thinks his strong faith makes him superior! That pride in not being fussy puts him in danger of hardening his conscience, so that he may break even God's plain laws when they are inconvenient. ALL of us are strong in some points, and need this warning.

JUDGE/Condemn- Fussy people criticise the less fussy. A fussy Christian tends to assume that anything in others that upsets him must distress God more, because God is so much holier. Those who bind themselves by rules feel a need to condemn others - as doing this keeps them from being tempted to join them. Pride chooses to condemn. The Pharisees convinced themselves that as Jesus was less fussy about the Sabbath than they were He must be of the Devil, and needed to be killed. 

    Knowing God better, or having a less small-minded view of Him and His Salvation, sets the strong free. But both are tempted to make a wrong response to the problem of their views differing.  The WEAK is in danger of externalising and reducing the righteousness of God to petty rules for behaviour. As they see it, the more fussy scruples a person has, the holier the fussy one is. This TRIVIALISES the subject of righteousness and of being right with God, and by turning attention to petty details misses out on the central things, Mt 23:23-24. We're ALL weak on some points, so need warning.

FOR GOD HATH RECEIVED/accepted HIM- Whether he's right or wrong in the things in which we disagree. This commits us to act as Peter did, Acts 10:47-48. God's acceptance of everyone of us is based on God's grace, not on our having right ideas, or doing things the right way.

JUDGE- ANOTHER'S SERVANT- Oiketes- House-servant. In Paul's time a slave's master had absolute rights over him. No-one else had any right to say what a slave should do. As God's servants we're bought by Him at infinite cost, set free to be sons, and are answerable directly to Him to do what we believe HE wants us to do. That liberty is dear to us. Others have the same right to do what they believe pleases the Lord. How dare we despise or criticise our fellow-servants, or expect them to do what we think they should. (Pointing them to what the Scriptures say ALL of us must do, or that none of us must do, isn't judging them. Cp Lev 19:17.)

HIS OWN MASTER- Kurios- 12:11, and the clear expressions of His will. ABLE- Dunatos- 12:18. MAKE STAND- The Lord isn't aloof or judgmental. He is involved in our lives to enable us to succeed in being and doing what He wants us to be and do. What God has provided in Christ is made effective in us by The Holy Spirit, Gal 5:22-25; Eph 1:19-20; 3:14-21.

14:5-8  RECOGNISE their RELATIONSHIP to the Lord

14:5 ONE DAY ABOVE/more sacred- Christian Jews were likely to have "Weak" consciences, feeling they should keep the old Sabbath rules. The Sabbath didn't lose its holiness, but lost its distinctiveness from other days. We're to place ourselves in God’s hands for His fellowship and use, 12:1, so that ALL our days are sacred to the Lord. The LORD's DAY isn't "The Christian's Sabbath." The Lord Jesus Himself is our Sabbath Rest. In Him we cease from our own works, Heb 4:8-11.

    The Gospel gives no commands about food, holy days, etc. They belong to spiritual infancy. God's people now stand directly responsible to the Lord Himself, Gal 3:23-4:7. Our use of the Lord's Day is a matter of personal conscience. We regard the 1st day of the week as specially the LORD'S Day, as on it He demonstrated His Lordship by rising from the dead, Lk 24:1-9. He indicated it as the preferred day of meeting with His own, Jn 20:19, 26; (EIGHT days = a week as eastern custom counts the days at both ends.) Pentecost was SEVEN Sundays after the Feast of First fruits which symbolised Christ's resurrection, 1 Cor 15:20, 23. See also Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2. 

    The Lord's Day stands out as a special privilege, but that's no excuse for pleasing ourselves six days of the week. We need a weekly rest from normal work, and special opportunities to meet for witness and worship. The provision for this in New Zealand secular Law is disappearing, as our nation gives up even lip-service to Christ, and the Bible, but it's CHRIST the Godless need, not "Lord's day Observance."

PERSUADED/convinced- Like Abraham, 4:21. We are not to close our mind to alternatives, but having sought God's will in all relevant Scripture, we are to become fully persuaded as to what God wants us to do. Yet aware that others facing the same facts may come to a different decision, and have the RIGHT and RESPONSIBILITY to be fully persuaded in it. The Lord having given us responsibility to choose, forces none against his will. What arrogant fools we are if we try to force others to believe what we believe when God will not force them! 

    The Lord doesn’t suggest that we should be all the same, or always reach the same decisions as to what His will is. He has made us as different as ears, eyes, legs, tonsils, etc. We're not to pressure others to believe or act as we do, but to accept them, rejoice in their uniqueness, share with them in their experience, and manifest the wisdom of God as we fellowship in His love to mutual benefit, and to His Glory, 1 Cor 12. As each member of Christ’s body does what they believe the Lord says each enriches the life of the body and contributes to the fulfilment of God's purpose, Eph 4:16.

    Without a stubborn closed mind that insists on its own way, we're to accept responsibility before the Lord for what WE do. He doesn't want slavish, fearful service, OR rootless following of the most popular or dogmatic teacher, Eph 4:11-16. Parents, Bible Class leaders, and Bible Teachers, are responsible to teach and shepherd converts, and the converts are to make good use of what they're taught, Jn 21:15-17; 1 Cor 3:1-23; Eph 6:1-4; Heb 13:7-8, 17; 1 Pet 5:1-5. But all of us must resist the natural instinct to be like the world, and lord it over those we teach by giving rulings on details when God hasn't, Lk 22:25; 2 Cor 11:12-20. Or be content to let others take responsibility for our own actions by saying "I did it because they told me to." Cp Gal 5:1-6; Col 2:13-23, etc.

    God is commanding every Believer to reach personal convictions about all matters on which He has not revealed His will explicitly. To do so takes INTELLECTUAL exercise, MORAL conviction, and the COURAGE of conviction for each individual. And, the granting by leadership of the opportunity, liberty, and encouragement to develop the direct dependence on the word of God and the Spirit of God that makes this possible, Jn 16:12-14; Gal 4:1-7; 5:13-25.

    Scripture makes plain statements of fundamental doctrines. There's no room for individualistic interpretations of them, 2 Pet 1:18-20. We must teach these clearly so that others see the truths for themselves, and know that the Lord expects them to obey Him in what He has said. Where God has given no plain ruling, each must be exercised in Bible Study and prayer to come to clear personal convictions in fellowship with the Lord by following any relevant Bible hints. The converted lad doesn't need to be told what coloured tie is appropriate to wear at church - or whether he should wear a tie at all. What he does need to know is that even such petty details of life are opportunities to have fellowship with His Lord, in deciding what to do, and to please Him by enjoying doing it to please Him.

    Detailed rules are a short-cut to an outward appearance of Godliness, but they stunt or prevent the growth of the inner godliness that walks in unseen dependence on the Lord. Rules such as "Don't go to cinemas," may mean the same material is watched on TV at home. "Wherever you are watch only what you can enjoy in fellowship with the Son of God who loved you and gave Himself for you, and that afterwards you can sincerely thank God for," is a blessing and safeguard in any situation. (Personally I avoid both Cinema and most of TV as time wasting - but then I'm a bookworm.)

    A congregation may be controlled by the way a strong-minded man interprets the Scriptures so that time there stands still – nothing changes - for 50 years. But the futility of that is seen as the congregation dies out, or changes to the opposite extreme soon after his death. Worse still, mental, moral, and spiritual disaster can result from a self-styled "prophet" forming a "Christian Cult" group around themselves.

    As Christians we face constant pressure to conform to the world around. Our defence against it is not external rules, but internal. The fragile creatures of the deep sea enjoy freedom because their internal pressure matches the tremendous pressure that surrounds them. We're to enjoy similar freedom as the sons and daughters of God Almighty set free in our hearts, minds, and attitudes by the One indwelling us who is infinitely greater than he that indwells the world, Rom 8:2; 2 Cor 6:14 - 7:1; Gal 5:1-13; 1 Jn 4:4.

14:6 REGARDETH IT/does so- Phroneo 12:3, 16. UNTO THE LORD- He keeps the day holy simply TO PLEASE THE LORD, not as a matter of gaining, or keeping Salvation. Eg God is honoured by the voluntary decision to "Keep Good Friday" solemnly, or to ignore it, so long as EITHER is done with a desire to honour Him. A clear Conscience towards the Lord is the Gospel's one requirement, 14:22-23; 2 Cor 1:12; 1 Tim 1:5, 18-19; 1 Pet 3:16. External pressure to conform outwardly is worse than useless. Ridicule of those who do conform, is a disgrace. [THAT REGARDETH NOT THE DAY TO THE LORD HE REGARDETH IT NOT- RT.]
EAT .. THANKS- Rejoicing and thanksgiving are the mark of the Christian Faith - man's appropriate response to God, His Grace, and its Gifts, in everything, 1 Th 5:18. Cp 1 Tim 4:1-5; Failing in this is dangerous, Deut 28:47-48. 

EAT NOT/abstains.. THANKS- Gives thanks to God for the vegetarian food he eats. Not for the fact that he doesn't eat what others eat. That would be Pharisaic and sinful, Lk 18:11-12. We may rightly be convinced that we can do a thing to the Glory of God and thank Him for it. But we must appreciate that the one who believes and teaches differently is our Brother in Christ, obeying His Lord's command to be convinced in his own mind, and doing what he considers to be His will.

14:7-8 NONE LIVE.. TO HIMSELF Alone- It is true that no one can live in self-sufficient isolation. BUT the main thought here is our responsibility to live our lives in fellowship with the LORD, aiming to please Him. DIETH/dies TO HIMSELF- This refers to our Living and Dying physically. In a different sense Christians are united with Christ Crucified/risen, and actively manifest that death by choosing to be dead to the Law, to self and to sin in order to be alive to God, Rom 6:1-7:6; 8:1-14; Gal 2:19-21.

LIVE TO THE LORD- The Greek means equally live FOR the Lord. As long as we're alive physically, being the Lord's commits us to live in joyful, obedient, purposeful fellowship with Him in every thought, word, action, and attitude, Rom 8:1-17; 2 Cor 4:16 - 5:21, etc. All we are and can do Spiritually is related to the Lord Himself, and this controls our relationships with ALL our fellow believers, 1 Cor 12:12-20. The motivating and controlling fact of Paul's life was Christ, AND the needs of his fellow Believers, Phil 1:20-26 etc. We need constant reminding of this - and to repent - as our selfish nature instinctively wishes to conform to this world, 12:2.

   The Western world's motivations are- Pleasure, Visible success, and Individualistic greed. These produce people who are less and less happy because they've got more and more pleasures or possessions and so can visualise having even more. Christians destroy their fruitfulness by conforming to this impoverishing habit, Mt 13:22; 1 Tim 6:10. Yet some Christians rank churches on the basis of which caters best for their pleasure, seems most successful in terms of numbers, or promises them health, and financial prosperity. 

    Duty used to be a powerful reason for church attendance, etc but is a less popular motive now. It produces dedicated people that keep many churches functioning, but leaves them spiritually barren, and often embittered. Instead of joyfully displaying their Lord to the world, their life offers it nothing but what is seen equally in dedicated Hindus or Moslems. Cp Rev 2:2-5. The Lord Himself is the all-important factor in the Christian life. We mustn't allow any external rules or pressure applied by either the STRONG or WEAK to take our attention. It's a privilege to lift our eyes beyond whatever we're doing - weeping at a grave, receiving an Olympic Gold medal, being told off by our boss or a customer, wrestling with the noise and clutter of young children at a wilful age, or relaxing at the beach.. and say "Lord this is from you, I want to do it well TO you, and THROUGH you.”

DIE TO LORD- When we will die is in His hands, and we will die in union with Him - so that death for us is swallowed up in His Victory 1 Cor 15:54; 2 Cor 5:4; Heb 2:14-15. Meanwhile only by continually DYING to self is continually LIVING to the Lord possible. Obviously the death of a Believer brings him into closer, more immediate fellowship with the Lord than he experiences while still alive, 2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:21.

LIVE/ DIE.. THE LORD'S- No man has the RIGHT to take His life or to RUN his life. Our union with Christ abolished all our "rights." Worldliness = the world's philosophy takes over Christians when they say "I've the RIGHT to marry who I like, work where I like, make as much money as I like, and give as much as I like" etc. Receiving Christ committed us to glorifying Him in our body, and spirit, 1 Cor 6:19-20. Salvation is effective day by day on this basis. Self-assertion frustrates God's work in us. When we ignore that we are HIS totally, all sorts of problems with possessions, people, and work spring up, as we take ourselves out of the Lord's hands to worry and work to get what God can't help us to have, and can’t share with us.

    Apart from the grace of God, the man with the weak-sensitive conscience will become over-sensitive and take pride in becoming increasingly fussy. And the man with the strong conscience will become increasingly hardened so that he will confidently find fewer and fewer things in Scripture that he'll submit to. And the more they despise and criticise each other the more they are pushed to these extremes. All ARE responsible to keep a clear conscience before the Lord in the convictions they hold. Each in receiving the other must assume that the other's motive, in doing what he does that differs from what we believe and do, is trying to please the Lord as we are. This makes it possible for us to work together to build each other up IN THE LORD. If we accept LORDSHIP of Christ over His own blood-bought people we can't criticise each other. 

14:9-12 Realise that the LORD ALONE has the Right to JUDGE

14:9 CHRIST DIED/ROSE.. LORD OF DEAD/LIVING- His death and resurrection had in view His being LORD over us in life and death, and so is all that was needed to save us from sin and fit us for Glory. He's also to be Lord of our LIVING to God, and DYING to self as part of that. We're not to imagine He can save us as Saviour without that involving our being under His Lordship. We obey Him in Believing in Him, and believing in Him commits us to obedience. We're saved by Grace apart from anything we can do, by believing in our innermost being that God raised Him from the dead, and confessing that He's LORD = owning His Lordship with lip and life, Rom 10:9.

    Adam took mankind away from God's Lordship into rebellion. Christ secured LORDSHIP over us by His Redemptive action in taking our place. By His death AS us we're dead to sin, rebellious self-centred living, and law-keeping. By His resurrection life IN us we live to God. He IS Lord over all in general, but this refers specifically to His Lordship over Believers in their physical life and death, spiritual living and dying. He is our basic motivation. We can't have Him as LORD in one without the other.

     He lived His life as Man to the Glory of God in eating and drinking, Mt 11:19. So in eating meat, or exercising our right to live out life in other ways, we can do so in fellowship with Him, under His authority. He's the LORD of those rightly expressing natural life, 1 Tim 4:1-5. Equally He DIED to the right to express His natural life – he fasted for forty days, Mt 4:1-4; and giving up Himself wholly on the Cross, to the glory of God. So those abstaining from eating meat, etc, or dying to the desires of self in any matter, can do so in fellowship with Him, and under His authority because He DIED, and IS LORD of those DYING to self. Every knee is to bow to Him and to Him ALONE. We who disagree need to do so/ let others do so.

14:10 WHY JUDGE- 14:3. SET AT NOUGHT/Look down on Your BROTHER- Emphasising a common source of their spiritual life, a common dependence on the Grace of God, and obligation to each other.

ALL.. JUDGMENT SEAT- Bema- Where a ruler/magistrate sat to hear cases and deliver judgments on them, Mt 27:19, etc. All we've been/ done as Believers will be displayed, and rewarded there, 2 Cor 5:10. Neither STRONG exercise of freedom, nor WEAK submission to scruples will in themselves be worth anything then. It's the effect on others of our attitudes, words or actions, that each will face when we hear His verdict on the way we have served Him by the way we lived. When we see our Brother disobey the Lord's commands we must point him to them, Lev 19:17, pray for him, 1 Jn 5:16, and seek to restore him, Gal 6:1. But if we give verdicts which He has not yet given we're usurping the Lord's role.

    Confidence that by God's Grace we already possess eternal life, and are held eternally secure in the hands of the "Lord of all," produces not complacency but consciousness of the awesome holiness of God, the infinite cost of Salvation, and the loving glorious purposes the Lord has for us, and the fellow-believer who differs from us. And the horrifying lostness of those who have not received the Saviour, or even perhaps never heard the Gospel, 2 Cor 5:9-11; Heb 12:28-29. That WE will not perish is no reason for indifference to their fate or to our being "SAVED but SINGED," 1 Cor 3:11-15. That our lives, interests, time, and money should be wasted on things that will be seen at the end to be worthless trash is a shame and disgrace to us. Infinitely worse it's a shame and disgrace on the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us. That Paul faced this, explains why he went all out to persuade men, believers or unbelievers, 2 Cor 5:11. To what degree does our behaviour make the Gospel credible to others?

    If we ignore the Lordship of Christ in our lives, Christian witness becomes like a football match in a kindergarten - everyone free to join in or drop out when they feel like it, to play in whatever position they feel like, and free to change the rules when it suits them. If they have no clear idea of their Lord's purposes, and no intention to obey Him, it's no wonder the witness of such Christians is ineffective.

14:11-12 FOR IT IS WRITTEN as I LIVE- This is from Num 14:28; Deut 32:40; Isa 49:18; Ezek 33:11, and the LXX Isa 45:23, which begins "By myself I have sworn." Because God is GOD He will judge. We should be more concerned with this, and His Glory, than with the more selfishly comforting aspects of the Lord's coming removing us from pain and problems.

EVERY KNEE BOW.. TONGUE CONFESS- Exomologeo- To confess/proclaim, freely. Paul shows that what he has been saying grows out of the OT revelation, the words quoted having different senses for the Believer/ Unbeliever, and different occasions of facing and submitting to the Lord of All. GIVE ACCOUNT OF HIMSELF- An emphatic statement. We've neither the knowledge, authority, or responsibility to judge our brother. But we do have in regard to ourselves, Mt 5:21-26; 7:1-5; 1 Cor 11:31. That requires of us a "Hands off" attitude towards what other believers do (in matters where the Lord has left us free to choose) to concentrate on being/ doing what WE ought. OUR behaviour will be judged then, in the light of God's Word, and the witness in us of the Holy Spirit. We can't always control our thoughts or feelings, but we must control our actions. It's what we have DONE we'll face and receive back as our eternal reward 2 Cor 5:10.

14:13-23 MAINTAIN A CLEAR CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD

(And enjoy righteousness, peace and joy together. This is central.)

14:13 NOT.. JUDGE/Stop passing Judgment on- 14:3. The tense makes clear that they ARE being critical of each other and must stop. We must never adopt a superior attitude and act as if we were the Judge of the rights or wrongs of things. We all have critical capabilities, and it's easy to use them against others, 2:1. If instinct, training, experience, and Bible knowledge, make us good at it, we must be especially on guard against using this strength against a weaker believer. Criticism or ridicule will force him to entrench himself in his scruples. A weak brother is finding things difficult as it is and needs to be encouraged to grow/ must stand on the word of God/ do what the Spirit of God tells him. Both strong and weak can be guilty of taking up God's prerogative and voicing judgments on things He hasn't given His verdict on. (More concerned with God's "Honour" than He is, as were Joshua and the Lord's disciples? Num 11:27; Mk 9:38.)

JUDGE/Make up your mind- This time the form and tense means to come to the right kind of judgment. Our critical capacity must be turned on OURSELVES not others. It's more natural, easier, more fun to criticise others, but it's destructive of our own spirituality, and of our hearers and victims. We must judge ourselves now, not others, if we're to avoid judgment when we face our Lord, Mt 7:1-2; 1 Cor 11:31.

STUMBLING BLOCK- Proskoma- Pros- to, against. Kopto- To strike. Anything which people may strike against and trip over. We're free under God to do all God sets us free to do but NOT in ways that stumble others. We must critically evaluate the impact our words and actions may have on them. God hasn't forbidden my drinking wine with dinner, but as 10% of people are vulnerable to alcoholism, I, or  some who would imitate me, might be stumbled in that way if I did. My refraining from alcohol isn't legalism, but exercising liberty not to use it. We're to be increasingly conscious of the other person as we evaluate our own actions - so regulate our liberty to be helpful to others.

OCCASION TO FALL- Skandalon- The bait that triggers the trap when someone takes it. GOOD may trigger an evil reaction as in Rom 9:33. Generally it's an evil example or provocation that encourages evil in others. Scandals in the Christian church are a stumbling block, something people trip over, and curse the church, God, and Christ as a result. Pride and divisiveness is a source of scandal. Lapsing into a sin by those unable to cope, who imitate those who can, is another.

IN BROTHER'S WAY- He's our brother, our responsibility, His progress is to the credit of the church family, and the heavenly Father. We should concentrate our attention on avoiding doing/ saying anything that will hinder his spiritual progress.

14:14 I KNOW- #13:11. AM PERSUADED/Fully convinced- Peitho- To persuade, convince by argument, or, to have confidence because convinced. The two words are used to strengthen each other to make a strikingly emphatic statement. BY/in THE LORD- An insight gained as a result of fellowship with the risen Christ - or from His teaching, Mt 15:10-11; 15-20; Mk 7:15-23. NOTHING..  UNCLEAN- Koinos- LXX for Tame= ritually unclean for Jews. (Not physical dirt, or moral evil. Many things men think, say, and do ARE unclean, 2 Cor 7:1, etc.) Pharisees said ANY food prepared by Gentiles was unclean, as they didn't keep the food laws. Paul knew that obedience to food laws didn't affect one's spiritual state. But he conformed to Jewish scruples when he needed to do so for their Salvation, 1 Cor 9:19-23, etc. Our eyes are no longer on OT Laws, but on Christ who fulfilled them.

OF/in ITSELF- The resources of the world were created by God, so are not in themselves unclean or wicked. BUT men pervert them into evil. These evils can provoke a worse evil, that of regarding the thing God created for our blessing as itself evil, 1 Tim 4:1-5. Gluttony is disgusting, but there's something odd about eating nothing but plant leaves so as not to take life, and I've known only one who did so. God created sex to be powerful, holy, and beautiful, but the ugliness of sexual perversion and abuse is regarded so widely as "entertainment," that it creates problems for Christians. What God has made and given us remains available to us as unsullied good, but we have to walk carefully so what we say or do isn't a stumbling block to others. We mustn't seem to accept sexual immorality as in any way to be lightly regarded, 1 Cor 5:1-5; 6:9-20, etc. Or seem to promote the demonic lie that sex/ marriage itself is to be rejected as evil.

ESTEEMETH/regards- Logizomai- The mental processes by which we come to terms with what we see, hear, etc and make reasoned decisions. TO HIM IT IS UNCLEAN- He can't eat it and give God thanks from a clear conscience, so he mustn't eat. No foods are ceremonially unclean for the Christian as they were for Jews under Law. They're sanctified by the word of God - the statements of Scripture that set it apart as being good. And by prayer when we ask God to bless it for His Glory and to strengthen us in His service, Mk 7:19 (Niv); Acts 10:11-15; 1 Tim 4:1-4. Paul states his view, and that he knew it was also the Lord's view/ held in fellowship with HIM. But he acknowledges that others hold a different view, and have the right to do so until/ unless they reach a new conviction in fellowship with the Lord. While, objectively, foods forbidden in the OT are no longer unclean - subjectively, to those who don't understand this, they are still unclean.

14:15 GRIEVED/distressed- As Peter, Jn 21:17. If 12:1-2 is true of me I'll love my brother, 12:9-10, 13:8-10, and distressing him distresses me. To exercise my freedom to eat or do anything which I know my brother's conscience condemns, shows I value my pleasure more than I value his, or his spiritual welfare. Pride will move me to blame him for his foolish scruples, and they may be foolish, but I'm sinning against the love of God/ God of love. I can't love him and continue to distress/ trip him up.

DESTROY NOT- Apollumi- To destroy, waste, make useless. As the wineskins were DESTROYED, Lk 5:37, the son LOST, Lk 15:24. The destruction isn't eternal perdition. None can do that. But we can all too easily destroy the joy, growth, and usefulness of each other, so that lives become WASTED. Love compels an older brother to be careful not to show off what he feels free to do, or talk about it, where there is any risk that his young brother will try to imitate him, and injure himself.

    A Christian Jew then, or convert from Islam today, might have a conscience about eating pork because at one time God had forbidden it. And he knows that to eat it might so shock his unsaved relatives that all hope of their listening to the Gospel would cease. For him to see around him believers breaking the food rules he believes he should follow would distress him. Yet the fact that they eat pork might move him to override his own conscience - especially if Christians ridicule him, or despise him as being only "Half-saved." Pressure to conform, not miss out on something, not be laughed at, powerfully affects the weak. For him to go against his conscience, and what he believes to be the Lord's will, would destroy his sincerity, and deny the Lordship of Christ in is life.  Missionaries have a tremendous responsibility, and need our prayers. They rightly see that the whole cultural setting of the convert is weighted against obedient Christian living. They may forget that their Western individualistic, materialistic culture, is also Anti-God.

    God's will is that a convert remain WITH THE LORD in the situation he was in when converted, 1 Cor 7:20. It's a temptation to step in and detach him from his culture and conscience, in order to IMPOSE ON HIM THE OUTWARD FORM OF what we see as a "proper Christian lifestyle." Our doing this means that the convert has by-passed the slow painful process God uses, but destroys the inner reality of the convert's spiritual dependence on God, and destroys his effective witness to his own people. 

    God takes no short-cuts with man. He reasons with us, moves us by the display of His love, and, by showing us the glory He purposes for us, he appeals to our will to choose Him. But leaves us free to choose to refuse His will - weeping if we do so, Mt 23:37; Lk 19:41. It is presumptuous for us to try to ridicule or browbeat anyone out of following their conscience when God holds it so sacred. There are no short-cuts in spiritual things. We're to be careful about the example we set, and we’re to teach God's firm truth gently, patiently, and lovingly so as to educate the hearer’s conscience with a grander view of what the Lord achieved for us on Calvary.

    Those strong in FAITH in the matter of eating, might well imagine they're strong in Saving-sanctifying Faith, and that the weak, are weak in it. Life isn't so simple. Some such strong might be so weak in Christian Faith that they would risk destroying God's work, and dividing God's people rather than restrict their selfish desires and pleasures! Weaker brothers can react so strongly that they wall themselves off into a group that imagines being loyal to their conscience on one matter exempts them from the responsibilities common to all Christians, such as accept one another, 15:7.

MEAT.. FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED- Our attitude towards a weaker brother must be determined by the fact that Christ DIED FOR HIM. The bond between all Believers is that all we are and have depends solely on Christ's death for us. Because of that, the strong brother shouldn't hesitate to lay down his life -  give up his rights - on such a small matter as his right to eat pork, or use other things intrinsically right and good.

14:16 YOUR GOOD- #12;2. The Christian freedom to eat, drink, etc that the strong Believer gave thanks for in 14:6. In general all we see as being GOOD needs to be seen to have a good effect on us, and on others, 12:17.

EVIL SPOKEN OF- Blasphemeo- To blaspheme God, speak evil of, slander. We mustn't exercise our freedom in any way that will bring disgrace to the Church in the eyes of anyone. If they see us being inconsistent, uncaring, divided or quarrelsome - that disgraces Christ, and gives them reason  to speak evil of Him as we are known by His Name – we’re CHRISTians. The sinful habit of criticising the doctrine or doings of other Christians in front of our children, or with unsaved neighbours, is especially shameful. 
 

Many people are so smugly aware of the publicised inconsistencies of Christians, and their bitterness against each other, that to them the thought of becoming a Christian is quite ridiculous. We're to be convinced in our own mind as to the rights and wrongs of all things. But not to take a stand and fight for convictions in ways that will wreck the work of God by bringing bitterness and division. The principle is that we mustn't allow secondary things, permissible in themselves, to result in us being condemned for looseness OR lovelessness.

14:17 FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD- The sphere of His rule - the sphere in which His rule is acknowledged - the sphere in which He is obeyed – in any age. NOT MEAT- At that time some churches would have given the impression that THE important thing to God, was whether they kept Jewish food laws. Today what may seem to be important is which Bible translation is used, what form of service, what clothes worn, whether to enthuse about "Speaking in Tongues," or condemn them, what music and hymns, etc. Belonging to God, as His child and servant, isn't a matter of being committed to a set of rules enforced by Church leaders or of individualistic independence that insists on doing what it thinks right, regardless of others.

    We need this sharp reminder that God's rule in our lives isn't characterised by outward conformity. It’s not outward conformity that distinguishes God’s people from Satan's rebel Kingdom. All Believers belong under God's rule, and our behaviour should proclaim its nature. But when external things become our main concern it shows that we have strayed far away from God, Gal 5:1-6. A JEW could be recognised by what he didn't eat. In the rest of the verse Paul sets out the things that mark men out to be obedient citizens of the Heavenly Kingdom - those who do God's will on earth, His children, His servants, His ambassadors, etc. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS- Chapters 1-8 set out the fact that this righteousness is provided only in Christ, given by Grace and received by Faith quite irrespective of what the person has done. Chapters 9-11 showed that this righteousness is granted in God's sovereign mercy for His purposes. From 12:1 onwards we are shown how that righteousness is to be made increasingly visible as the Christian's life is placed in God's hands and transformed. Those who notice that our lifestyle has changed are to be told simply and humbly that it's God's doing, and our doing as an appropriate response to all He has done for us, 1 Pet 2:11-17; 3:9-17, etc. We must not let what we, or others, are doing become too important in our thinking and talking. If that happens, what Christ has done, and our debt of love to everyone, 13:8, fades in our thinking. Consciences clash and we start to fight for what we believe is right, demand freedom from rules, or freedom to enforce rules, but there is no righteousness in that, Jas 1:20.

PEACE- The Righteousness and Peace are those given by God, and enjoyed in relation to Him as set out in earlier the chapters - not simply a good opinion of ourself and contentment with our achievements.

JOY- Gladness, cheerfulness, a calm delight. What the angels announced in Lk 2:10, is the result of Christ being in us if He's in control. Christians are to be easily identified by their smiling faces, their blameless lifestyles, and their relaxed enjoyment of each other's company - visible when they're together, audible when they speak of each other. Righteousness and peace are an objective relationship with God, from which we experience them in our lives as we let the Holy Spirit lead us. Joy and cheerfulness is then our experience too, as another fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:22-25. These proclaim that God is ruling in us - and they are better than any natural pleasure.

IN THE HOLY SPIRIT- His presence and activity creates the objective fact of Righteousness, Peace, and joy in us, 8:1-16. The subjective experience and manifestation of them are the fruit of His indwelling, Gal 5:22-26. What counts in the Kingdom of God isn't regulations adhered to, but spiritual realities. His citizens aren't meant to stand out as being food faddists, gourmets, anti-liquor campaigners or wine connoisseurs, but to be marked by lives lived in practical righteousness, peaceful harmony and joy in the ungrieved Holy Spirit. The nature of the Kingdom of God shows the terrible absurdity of the strong Christian's readiness to bring about the spiritual ruin of his weaker brother over such a triviality as which food to eat. And the weak Christian’s making up “rules for holiness” and condemning those who don’t keep them. 

14:18-19 THESE THINGS/this way- (Singular) as righteousness, peace and joy are granted by God and produced by the Spirit as an inseparable unity. Those who SERVE- 12:11. CHRIST- in the peace and joy of living in a right relation to God as a gift of Grace. Live in a way ACCEPTABLE/pleasing to God, and APPROVED- Dokimos- Used of genuine coins or silver. by MEN.
FOLLOW AFTER THE THINGS/Make every effort to do- #12:13-14. Positive persistent effort is essential or we will be trapped in conflict. MAKE FOR/Leads to PEACE- The PEACE of united, enthusiastic, fulfilling preoccupation with the Lord in worship, witness, and work is the proper outcome of the wonderful gift of peace with God. Bickering or sulking over lesser matters, or insisting on rights, mustn't be allowed to distract and divide us. The strong must not ride roughshod over the consciences of the weak. The weak must not demand that everyone conform to his fussy, unliberated conscience, as that would tie the congregation hand and foot with petty regulations. When the doctrine or effective witness and worship of the church is concerned we must act as "Strong" Paul did with "Weak" Peter as recorded in Gal 2:11-16 and have the grace to respond as Peter did in 2 Pet 3:15-16.  Everyone must learn in everything to live in the light of Calvary, Gal 2:20, Christ's Judgment seat, 2 Cor 5:9, the love God put in our heart for our Brother, and the LORDSHIP of Christ.

EDIFY- #Oikodome- Oikos- a home, Demo- to build. Used in the sense of spiritual growth, upbuilding in Christ, on the Biblical foundations - the Lord Himself, and His will, as revealed in His Word. Following individualistic ideas won't build up the body as a whole. Individuals need to grow and be built up in knowledge of, and obedience to the Faith, and fellowship with Christ in ways that mutually build up one ANOTHER and so build up the congregation as a whole. Not the lazy, tolerant peace that fails to build up, and not the attempts at building up that must fail because destructive of peace. Indifference to what others do isn't Christian love. It's indifference to God's will and our neighbour's good. Everyone is to work his hardest to contribute whatever will make for peace, and for building up everyone in Christ.

14:20 FOR FOOD- For the freedom to eat any kind of food. DESTROY NOT- Kataluo- To loosen down, destroy, overthrow. OR to unyoke animals and so stop their united working. This would be the opposite of building up. Loveless uncaring brandishing of liberty may break down God's work in the weak brother. And, the collective witness may "come unstuck" through bickering. Those arguing have no longer inclination or energy to spare for working together, Phil 4:2.

THE WORK OF GOD- The wonder of the fact that GOD is doing a work in each Believer should check any carelessness about hindering that work by asserting our rights, or criticising others who assert theirs, Phil 2:12-16. The unity, righteousness, and joyful effectiveness of the fellowship, and its witness to the world, is vital.

    Leadership that concentrates on making and enforcing rules about permissible Christian Behaviour also destroys God's work in weak brothers by supplanting the direct dealing with the Lord in the weak Believer's conscience that's essential for real permanent growth. The apparent spiritual growth will be unable to cope with changing circumstances, and may collapse, indicating that it was enforced legalism, not Christian maturity that had been produced. Legalism is a short cut to produce the APPEARANCE of spiritual maturity but in fact it stunts spiritual growth.

ALL THINGS/food INDEED ARE PURE/clean, (Mk 7:19) BUT IT IS EVIL/wrong FOR THAT a MAN WHO EATETH/eats anything WITH OFFENCE/that causes someone else to stumble- 14:13. Two meanings can be taken from this. Both are true. The STRONG Brother sins if he sets an example that stumbles the weaker brother who copies his behaviour. The weak brother sins if he lets the example move him to act against his conscience.

14:21 NEITHER TO EAT FLESH/Meat- Kreas- Butcher's meat. DRINK WINE- The strong who has no hang-ups is the one who has greater room for manoeuvre and so is the one asked to adjust his visible pattern of eating. It's not simply talking about Jews, as only Priests in the Temple, Lev 10:9-10, and Nazirites, Num 6:1-4, were forbidden wine. The mention of wine is a reminder that what is being stated is to be adapted to all and any situation where the exercise of one's right to do unforbidden things could damage other Believers. 
 EATING and DRINKING naturally go together, and alcoholism has always existed. Then, as today, to provide and drink wine in the presence of an ex-alcoholic Believer would be an act of provocation and temptation. Rabbis advocated two parts of water be added to one part of wine to avoid drunkenness. I'd guess celebrations were exempted, Jn 2.

BROTHER STUMBLE- 15:13. He IS my brother. I'm to give up my legitimate rights for his sake, rather than damage his conscience, and the unity of the Church. While the instructed Christian knows he is free to do something, he must not risk the spiritual ruin of one who hasn't yet received inner freedom to do it by encouraging him to act against a restrictive conscience. Equally, for elders to apply pressure to compel others to conform to rules, risks violating the personal integrity of those Believers – it risks denying their sonship relationship with God by becoming slaves to us and our rules. The Epistle to Galatians makes this clear.

[RT only OR IS OFFENDED- Skandalizo- see 13:13. OR MADE WEAK- 14:1.]
14:22 FAITH/whatever you believe- Faith is an invisible relationship between man and God. No religious scrupulosity – obedience to Laws and Rules, even those God gave Moses - can add to its security or the enjoyment and exercise of that relationship, Gal 5:1-6. But the moment our Faith begins to parade itself in visible things we must make sure that what we do is an act of love for others that will build them up in righteousness, peace, and joy. We're to enjoy inward freedom before God without any outward expression which is going to hurt a weaker brother, Gal 5:13-14.

HAPPY/Blessed- As in the beatitudes which declare the nature of the highest good, as well as what characters are blessed. Being blessed is not so much a matter of favourable circumstances, but the heart attitude and pattern of life that can enjoy fellowship with God because God-approved – and does in fact enjoy it. Being in tune with God's purposes means fulfilment and fruitfulness as Ps 1:1-3; Mt 5:3-12. Those who avoid stumbling others, not the one who flaunts his Christian liberty to the full to extract maximum pleasure, is the one who is truly happy - eternally, and already now in a fair measure. Acting with clear conscience is still sin if it hurts others.

CONDEMN NOT- 14:3,5. ALLOWETH/approves- #12:2. Having a clear conscience before God now, will avoid embarrassment at the Bema, 2 Cor 5:10. This blessedness is for us EVERYONE, strong or weak. It doesn't say blessed is the man whose conscience is so insensitive that it allows him to do what he likes cheerfully because he's so sure anything he feels like doing is OK. with God!

14:23 DOUBTETH/has doubts- Diakrino- Dia- through, between. Krino- To judge. Diakrino- To separate thoroughly, discriminate, OR, to be divided, pulled two ways in himself! Wavering, torn between what he WANTS to do, and what he believes he OUGHT to do, Jas 1:6. If the Waverer eats he's condemned. His conscience isn't free. Yet to please them, be like the strong, he makes himself conform to them. This makes expediency, his own convenience, popularity, seeming maturity, or the opinions of others determine his behaviour. It dethrones GOD from the LORDSHIP OF HIS CONSCIENCE and that is a form of idolatry. It abdicates his responsibility to exercise Freewill before God, so it is a denial of sonship.

DAMNED/Condemned- Katakrino- Give judgment against, pass sentence on. EATS.. NOT OF FAITH- Conscience isn't an infallible guide. It needs constant re-educating and renewing 12:2; Eph 4:22-32; Col 3:9-17. But it is OUR conscience, and our moral personality, and our fellowship with God is damaged when we go against it.

NOT OF FAITH IS SIN- Hamartia- Sin, but literally "Missing the mark" as an arrow might. Failure to act on what we believe to be God's will for us is the source of sinful acts. And like a damaged arrow, a hardened conscience will mean that we cannot “hit the mark” of being the kind of child of God who lives in His fellowship and joy, Jn 15:7-10. And our failure to doe what we believe God wants us to do, will cripple us in His service and rob us of fruitfulness.

    Although it refers directly to eating, like all specific statements it hints at and testifies to a general principle that without faith it's impossible to please God, Heb 11:6. Only what's done with our eyes on the Lord with a view to pleasing Him, can please Him. Everything done in disobedience to the revealed will of God, OR against our conscience, is SIN. This is no excuse for inaction if we're less than 100% certain of God's will. We're to pray, and do what seems most likely to be His will, step by step, keeping our eyes on Him expecting further directions, Gen 24. Even God can't steer a drifting boat or one tied to the wharf.

    Paul here isn't speaking of SIN as an independent power controlling man, manipulating him through the flesh, as in Ch. 7. But as an option which the believer is in a position to choose BY GOING AGAINST HIS CONSCIENCE. Doing something he doesn't feel free to do - can't do joyfully and thankfully with his eye on God, glad to know God's eye is on him. He acts like the child who hides before eating something sneaked from the pantry, or reading something he knows he shouldn’t, etc. A mother said of a toddler "I had to smack her. She looked so guilty when she saw me coming it would have disappointed her conscience if I hadn't!”

15:1-7 GLORIFY GOD by our Use of DIVERSITY & Disagreement

(God's revealed purposes for His Church are as solid and unchanging as a cathedral seems to be. Yet each sees it differently according to where he stands. No one person can see it in its three-dimensional reality. All benefit from listening to and learning from the views others have. God's Church is invisible, its members living stones in it with different roles and common responsibilities towards each other - we’re not to be mere viewers. This commits us to united action with all the other members, based on our total dependence on the same Lord and His Word, as in 12:1-2. Only then can the outworking of His Grace be effective in us, and we glorify Him by the way we treat each other as we function. God's GLORY is the ultimate objective of BEING a Christian, and of all we DO. Each will see things rather differently and be convicted of different aspects as minor contributing objectives. By receiving each other, and the distinctive views of each, the whole is kept in balance. Our weaknesses and strengths can contribute to the whole to mutual edification.)

15:1 WE.. STRONG- Dunatos. Paul includes himself with those who have entered into the full liberty of being the adult servant-sons of God, and who live by the principles taught in Scripture, interpreted and applied by the Holy Spirit, 8:1-16; Gal 2:20; 3:28; 5:1-6, 13-25; 6:7-10. Paul was completely convinced that we don’t stand or fall by keeping God’s Law, Church rules, etc. He now uses Dunatos, and Adunatos for the STRONG and the WEAK. The strong have an inner freedom, and power to maneuver – to modify their behavior – because they walk in fellowship with God in obedience to the Holy Spirit as sons, and do not rely on slavish obedience to rules, Gal 4:1-7. As they enjoy this freedom, they must use it well for the good of the weaker Believers, Gal 5:13-18, 22-25. 

OUGHT- Opheilo- To Owe, have a debt that needs to be repaid, as in 13:8. OUGHT comes after a Spiritual truth has been taught to show us the obligation we are under, and what we ought to do in order to pay the debt we owe. Cp Eph 5:28; 1 Jn 2:6. etc. As the Strong are more fully aware of the liberating power of the Grace of God they have a great responsibility to those who disagree with them. While in a sense Salvation can be said to be simply “me trusting Jesus and that makes everything right,” that trust includes obedience to Him, and a selfless willingness to "wash feet," Jn 13. 

    A Mature, 12:1-2 type Christian is one who recognises he has a moral responsibility towards those fussier about details than he is. Our fallen nature resents having to stop and cope with such people but we're not to counter-attack, or ignore them. We're to be patient with them and look for ways to help them to grow spiritually.

BEAR WITH- Bastazo- To support, pick up and carry. As Jesus CARRIED His cross, Jn 19:17, and we, ours, Lk 14:27. The word can mean endure, but the strong aren't merely to put up with the weak, they are to take some of the weight off their shoulders and carry it themselves, Gal 6:2. This self-denial of slowing down to stand with them and look at Scripture from their point of view enables us to help them deal with the problem - and work through it so they can continue in the faith in fellowship with us. It includes carefully educating them out of scruples by bringing to their attention a wider range of Scriptures. If someone is over-fussy, inclined to Pharisaic legalism, concerned with the details of behaviour, if we go to the opposite extreme, or despise them, our attitude will harden them in their prejudices. If we “go half-way to meet them” by agreeing with as much as we can, it will help them to come half way to meet us. Human nature objects to doing this – it calls it “compromising” but it’s a matter of our not conforming to the world’s confrontational ways but being transformed to the Christ-style - demonstrating the saving Grace of Christ.

WEAK- Adunatos- Lacking power/ability. They aren't just being awkward. They can't drop their scruples at will. They're weak in the Faith in that area – they have a spiritual sickness and need help. Maybe they shouldn't be where they are, but that's all the more reason for us to come where they are, burden ourselves with them to help them along. We must not pass by on the other side, Lk 10:29-37, or laugh at them or exhort them to "snap out of it."

PLEASE OURSELVES- It's instinctive to please ourselves. When our lifestyle or the Lord's work in which we're involved is questioned by the weak we naturally resent it and dismiss it as mere fault-finding. It is easy for us to say "Why SHOULD I change? It's MY life!" "Why SHOULD God's work be held up while we waste time allaying the fears of supporters? It was MY vision. I know what God wants done. Why waste time listening to fuddy duddies!" 

    But we're not the centre of any universe. If we want to do only what we enjoy we're in conflict with all Scripture. God wants us to be, and do, what will be most help to others, not what we'll enjoy most. Indulgence doesn't produce the best Christians, and never glorifies God. Living for self is pouring pleasure into a bottomless pit of selfishness, it increases our appetite for pleasing ourselves, and we become more and more disgruntled. Mature Christians know it's unspiritual, unscriptural, and unsatisfying to be selfish. It dishonours God, and debases us. NOT that it's wrong to enjoy life. God gives us richly ALL things to enjoy, 1 Tim 6:17-18. We should gladly accept all that He has provided for our good and happiness. But it's sin for us to continue enjoying doing anything after it becomes obvious that doing that thing upsets or injures others, 1 Cor 8:12; 10:33.

15:2 EVERYONE.. FOR HIS GOOD- 12:2. THE Good = God's will and purpose, 8:28-29, both in us, in the neighbour, and ultimately in all God's work connected with us both. Not all men-pleasing is GOOD, or edifying, Gal 1:10. Not pleasing by flattery or condoning his sin or laxity, or humouring all his whims, but pleasing him by encouraging and strengthening the good in his life, that which builds him up in the Lord as he grows in grace. EDIFICATION- #14:19. As he's weak, take the initiative. He's part of the same family, same body. Build him up, not let him get away with everything. Exercise responsibility and restraint in order to build him up in the areas we share of God. It's natural to just want to be free, glad to be saved and going to heaven but that won't glorify God. The best way to get yourself built up is to befriend and work at building up someone else, not wait for someone to befriend and build us up. To help even one Believer towards being a stronger more mature Christian will build up the whole body.

15:3 CHRIST PLEASED NOT HIMSELF- In all He did He delighted in pleasing the Father, and had in mind our good. The Lord of Glory became man, to live on the terms we live under, Jn 15:10. As such He took the lowest servant's role in washing the disciples' feet when no disciple would stoop to do so. This sets the example for us to follow as we face the challenges of Presenting our bodies a Living Sacrifice for the good of others, in situations from the grand and dramatic, to least and least noticed. That the Lord Jesus didn't look on His own things but on those of others - Phil 2 - is our great encouragement to stop pleasing self and to glorify God in relation to others. There would be no hope of our following His example in our own strength by trying to follow rules. But the fact is that He is Saviour, He lives in us by the Holy Spirit, who transforms us inwardly as he unfolds the Scriptures to us, and we respond, 2 Cor 3:15-18. Christ is God in us moving us to want to live as He lived, and giving us the enabling power to do that, as we bow the knee to Him in humble, thankful obedience, 8:1-16; Phil 2:1-16r. He is our Lord and High Priest on the throne of power, Heb 4:14-16. If He had pleased Himself there was no hope for us, Mk 14:36. That's why we bring glory to God by not putting self first.

AS IT IS WRITTEN- Paul quotes the OT because the life of Christ is the true fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets. REPROACHES/insults. ON ME- As in Ps 69:9 Christ suffered insults and hatred because He pleased God as He calls us to please God. He could say "Out of loyalty to You I acted as You would have done, stood visibly where You, God the Father, stood invisibly - and exposed myself to the insulting behaviour that was their response to You," Jn 15:18-25. The disparity between the Lord and His actions and the small unselfishness asked of the strong is a powerful appeal. Christ as the only true, strong, free man was prepared to give up all self-will and rights, in loyalty to the Father and His purposes, by identifying Himself with weak and sinful humanity for our Salvation. Surely therefore the STRONG child of God can make the effort to identify with the weak, scrupulous, fussy children, even if it means being despised by the World, as the weak ones are despised. 

15:4 WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING/to teach us- Paul uses the OT Scriptures often for that purpose in this Epistle. While The OT Scriptures were not written directly TO us they have valuable lessons FOR us. 1 Cor 10:1-12. What's written here of STRONG and WEAK also has lessons for us today. ALL Scripture has its relevance and applicability to us and to our whole lives, 2 Tim 3:16, but must be applied rightly, 1 Tim 1:8. Our spiritual life is nourished if we eagerly and prayerfully explore, learn to understand, and apply God's Word to our daily life.

PATIENCE/Endurance- Hupomone- The word is used PASSIVELY of Christians enduring opposition and persecution, 2 Cor 6:4; 2 Tim 3:10, etc. And it’s used ACTIVELY of our persevering in doing what's good and right, Rom 2:7; fruit-bearing, Luke 8:15; and in running the race with our eyes on the Lord, Heb 12:1-2. It’s the opposite of cowardice or despondency. It grows under trials not triumphs, Jas 1:3.

COMFORT/encouragement- 12:8. OF SCRIPTURES- The Scriptures come FROM God, speak ON HIS BEHALF, and speak to us ABOUT Him and the wonderful provision that He has made so that we are able to live Godly lives. We are all to learn from them to be patient and so become steadfast, 4:3; 9:17; Jn 7:42; 19:37. Their Divine Authority and their practical Usefulness go hand in hand, 2 Tim 3:16.

HOPE- As we read the record of God's dealings with His people we're assured that He will see us through life's problems and struggles. Scripture generates HOPE by giving sound reasons for enduring, confident that God will make it worthwhile for us to be His people, Heb 11:26, if all we are and do is built on what it says, Mt 7:2427. A solid understanding of Scripture and grace equips us for the patient endurance needed to fellowship and work with those who disagree with us. No effort at fellowshipping with the Lord in His work can ever be wasted, 1 Cor 15:58. It is discouraging to have to restrict ourself, and spend time with hesitant brothers, helping them to fight battles which we had to fight and win many years earlier. But God stood patiently alongside us to strengthen and encourage us in OUR need and now it's our turn to pass it on, 2 Cor 1:4. As we spend enough time in His Word to take in His grand purposes and provisions we're encouraged to patiently encourage others, because we have been reassured as to the outcome of obedience.

15:5 NOW/May- Not quite a prayer to God, but a wish expressed to men that encourages them to LOOK to God in prayer for this to happen, and to EXPECT it to happen, and to WORK TOWARDS making it happen. Other "prayer-wishes" are vs 13, 33; 1 Th 5:23; 2 Th 3:5, 16; 2 Tim 1:16; Heb 13:20-21. GOD OF PATIENCE/Who gives endurance- 15:4. Behind the blessed effect of Scriptures is God Himself who speaks to us through them, and is patiently active in our lives in using them for His purposes.

CONSOLATION/encouragement- 12:8. Scripture reveals Him as such. We experience Him in our life as we look to the Scriptures and to the Lord. It's God's purpose that Jew and Gentile, weak and strong should live in unity and be built up in harmony. In terms of Ps 113, their unity will feature the pouring on them the oil of the Spirit and that marks them as His own people and servants, and the refreshing dew from heaven that makes them flourish and be fruitful. Unity is a blessing they must ask and receive from the Lord, and then their unity enables Him to bless them and their labours. The lord Himself is the source of the patience and strength to achieve this.

LIKEMINDED/spirit of unity. ACCORDING TO/as you follow CHRIST JESUS- Phil 2:1-5. Not identical views on disputable matters, but a determined humility that lovingly accepts and works alongside those who disagree with us, doing this for the sake of the Lord, His church, and the weak. To imagine we understand and know the whole truth of God's will in any matter, is arrogant. Yet that's the way we act when we object to another Christian disagreeing with us. Uniformity isn't what's aimed at. God isn't glorified in a rigidly disciplined church where everyone must conform to a pattern of belief, behaviour, witness and worship which perpetuates what someone in the past considered to be right. And the mindless unity of a cult group where an "inspired" leader controls the life and cheque-book of each member is to that leader’s glory, not to God’s glory. There is no uniformity in God’s rainbow. And there is no uniformity in a good orchestra, but each member contributes in a unity that honours the composer of the music played, and the Conductor – God is the Composer of what His Church is to play, and the Holy Spirit is the Conductor He has granted to us.     God in Grace grants to each of His children some particular insights that belong to their unique personality and background. When they stand before the throne in Glory each will be Christ-like, and DIFFERENT, so that collectively as the Bride, they will reflect Christ fully. When on earth the individual Believers of any church fellowship live in a fair measure what these chapters set out there won't be uniformity, but a harmonious, complex, convincing display of Christ that will draw others to Him. Our neighbours judge Christ by what they hear us say about fellow-Christians.

15:6 ONE MIND/Heart, ONE MOUTH- Without one heart, the one mouth is hypocrisy. Expressing the inner unity makes despising and judging 14:3, impossible and vice versa. (See the changing role of the MOUTH, 3:14,19; 10:9.) GLORIFY- The GLORY of God is the revelation and manifestation of what He is. The Lord Jesus glorified God in all He was, said, and did. We Glorify God when what we say about Him, and the visible fruit in our lives, Jn 15:8, makes people praise and honour Him. This is hindered by the stumblings of the weak, the arrogance of the strong, and the dissension roused in the Church by violently-expressed and enforced opinions. When strong and weak unite in heart and witness God is Glorified. As our eyes are on the Lord and His word we see each other increasingly as He sees us, objects of His loving purposes. Those with extreme views become willing to love, honour, and stand with each other as they are, without demanding that they change their beliefs or behaviour. The assurance of God's love, His loving purposes, and that we're in His hand, saves us from being afraid to listen to each other. As long as we are proud and self-important, exaggerating our brother's foibles and slandering his character will please us better. In doing so each will drive the other to further extremes. God is glorified when diverse people start learning to look at things from the other's point of view, and to say only what will draw them nearer to Him. Receiving each other enables us to function together to His Glory.

GOD.. THE FATHER- Let's not rush in with the folly of taking STRONG or WEAK positions on what the words mean. "God even the Father" "God who is the Father" or "Both the God of, and Father of," seem possible. The eternal relationship of God the Father and Son stands alongside the relationship of the Man Christ Jesus - God incarnate, taking our place in relation to God. We must beware of being smugly confident that any neat packaging of complex truths tells us all there is in the relationships inherent in the Deity. Such false confidence in OUR understanding disgraces God when we fight over it. See Mt 27:46; Jn 20:17; Eph 1:17; Heb 1:9.

15:7 RECEIVE/Accept- 14:1. ONE ANOTHER- We began in 14:1 with the church receiving, for his good, the Christian who is weak in the faith - has scruples, hang-ups, lives by rules. We end with God being glorified by all the Believers receiving each other. CHRIST RECEIVED/Accepted US/you- All else is secondary - denominational affiliation, spiritual maturity, social status. WE were problem people yet Christ's reception of us was unrestrained, and so must be our reception of each other in spite of any distinctive beliefs or behaviours – differences that hinder fellowship. Christ received us in His Grace, for His purposes, for which His provision was adequate. We can rely on the adequacy of His provision for us as we obey, and receive one another.

TO THE GLORY/to bring praise to GOD- Doxa- Glory,  praise, reputation that comes from what the person has done. The word is used of the Nature of God and His actions which display it, Jn 1:14; 2:11; 11:4, 40, etc. The GLORY of God is seen in creation, in the life of Christ, and should be displayed in the life of each believer here and now, and eternally in the Church. God's glory is the appreciated manifestation of His worthiness. Our Lord's reception of us and our reception of one another, have as their purpose the glorifying of God, as people look at us and praise HIM for what they see

15:8--13. God's Eternal Purposes for Jew & Gentiles are  Interwoven

(God blessed the Jews by separating them to Himself, and then reached out in blessing to all nations through them in Christ, Acts 1:8. Gentiles welcomed into the Church to be God's people, 1 Pet 2:9-10, automatically brought in “weak” / “strong” conflicts. Jews who valued the Law highly and had a “weak” view of the work of Christ proclaimed in the Gospel demanded that Gentiles surrender the freedom granted them in Christ, to be circumcised and keep the Law- become Jews, Gal 2:20-21; 3:51-3, 22-29; 5:1-6, 13-26; 5:12–16. Each new culture contacted with the Gospel would bring further problems and disagreements. What Paul wrote applies to all situations, all people, all times. God's heart is big enough to welcome ALL so ours must be too, to fulfil God's world-wide purposes. We mustn't raise barriers. Becoming a good Christian must make us a better member of whatever culture we come from. Our realisation of the world-wide purposes of God will move us to pray, pay, send, or go to play our part IF we don't get bogged down in petty arguments and loveless conflicts over details!)

15:8 NOW I SAY/For I tell you THAT- A strong form of wording which shows he is going to state an important truth flowing on from the main statement of 15: 7. MINISTER/Servant- Diakonos, 13:4 Perfect tense = became and remains. THE CIRCUMCISION/Jews- Those under God's covenant with Abraham Gen 17. 

TRUTH- In Christ's coming and actions the truth and faithfulness of God and His promises were CONFIRMED - Established, and brought to realisation. PROMISES- Epanglia- Formally proclaimed, legally binding promises. A law term. God in His Word solemnly guarantees what He will do, be, and give. 

FATHERS- As in 3:1-4; 9:4-5; 11:13-24, Paul emphasises that the Jews were God's channel of blessing. His dealings with them were the basis of Salvation. Their irritating scruples, fostered by the Pharisees, Acts 15:5, were an undesired and undesirable by-product of the process of Salvation – a process that had in the past  REQUIRED them to be different from the Gentiles. (Some modern scruples are also a "hang-over" from a godly past.) The Gentile Christians must make the effort to deal kindly and helpfully with the Law-strong, Gospel-weak Jews, as without the Jews they would have still been enemies of God. 

    Christ's fulfilling of the PROMISES in His ministry to the Jews, AND the Salvation of Gentiles through the Gospel based on Christ’s ministry to the Jews, arose from God's covenant with Abraham. Abraham left Ur because he trusted God to do what He'd promised. God started with the JEWS, the people He chose for Himself in a special relationship, Gen 15;18. The ministry of Jesus Christ was almost entirely to Jews. The promise of Gen 12:3 wasn't fulfilled through Jewish evangelism, until after Pentecost. We too have been caught up into the eternal international purposes of God to offer blessing to every family in the world. We must get that TRUTH out to ALL the world, Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8.

15:9-12 THE GENTILES (Non-Jews)- must not despise the Jews for their rejection of Christ, 11:18-21, or for their persistent scruples, as the Gospel came through Jews as part of God's eternal purposes. Jews and Gentiles must not barricade themselves off from each other in the Church, as fellowship between them was essential to God's plans.

GLORIFY- 15:6. MERCY- Eleos- The expression of pity, meeting the NEED of the receiver, from the ADEQUATE RESOURCES of the Giver. As Jews glorify God for His faithfulness, Gentiles Glorify Him for His Mercy. WRITTEN- what follows is one quote from the LAW, one from the Prophets, two from the Writings. CONFESS/Praise- Exomologeo- 13:11. Here Confess = to give thanks and praise to God. Confess that He is merciful and worthy of praise. Glorify God for His mercy (In 10:9 it is  confessing Christ as Lord to the glory of God.) AMONG THE GENTILES- The triumphant Messiah of the Jews, proclaiming the praise of God among the Gentiles through His evangelists, is the fulfilment of the promises made to the Jews. NAME- Implies the authority, character, majesty, power, excellence etc of everything that the Name speaks of and means to people.

PRAISE THE LORD- Paul quotes Ps 117:1 - a call to worship from a Jew written to his Jewish friends appealing to ALL nations to join in. Petty differences between Jew and Gentile, weak and strong, fade when we think of  the wonder of God's purposes and grace. 

A ROOT- The word means a root, or a new sapling that springs up from the root of an old tree. (Rev 22:16 adds the vice-versa truth.) RISE.. REIGN.. GENTILES TRUST/hope- What He is, and His rule, will be the grounds for Gentiles to live confidently as they share in the privileges brought by Messiah in the future Kingdom. Meanwhile, under the Gospel, Gentile and Jew at Rome can go forward confidently in Him.

15:13 GOD OF HOPE- 12:12. The quotes had climaxed in the HOPE which Faith in God's promises brings to Jew and Gentile, so now we're swept beyond the promises to God the Giver who always keeps His Word, and in whom we can rightly have joy and peace. This expresses another indirect prayer-wish, and exhortation to look to God who is revealed in the Scriptures quoted. God is the giver of Hope, He is the ground of our hope, and He is the One to whom our hope looks.

JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING/as you trust Him- 13:11. Joy and Peace grow from our Hope = our confident Faith in God and His purposes revealed in His unchanging Word whatever our changing circumstances may be. Joy and peace are made real in our experience not by our taking a weak position, or a strong position about eating, drinking, etc but by the Spirit's indwelling and power, Gal 5:23-24. and His not being grieved, Eph 4:22-32, or quenched 1 Th 5:19, by our quarrelling. We experience Joy and Peace as a gift of God's Grace to be sought continually by our willingness to become and be what He in love purposed us to be, in fellowship with Himself. Believing is itself a joy and peace to us. The Process and Result are inseparable.

ABOUND/overflow- The Greek indicates continuous action - to continually have more than enough in quantity, and quality, of hope to cope with all problems. Realising this should stop both weak and strong from spoiling the joy and peace with their scruples, or their opposition to scruples. The reality of the world around us, or the church, is good reason for pessimism. The natural self-Flesh refuses to face facts, and escapes into unreality by pursuing excitement in the world or church. God wants us to face ALL the facts - our differences shrink to manageable levels when we turn our attention to THE fact of His Being, His purposes and provision for us as revealed in Scripture. As we begin to respond in obedient Faith the Holy Spirit begins to make it real to us, so that in joy and peace we can build our lives on that hope, and tell others of the blessedness that God has provided for all.

HOPE- The epistle has stressed that Hope characterises the genuine Christian. His whole life is oriented towards that which is not yet obvious and fully experienced, but will be so in due course, 8:23-25. THROUGH/by THE POWER- en Dunamis- Ability power. OF THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit- The empowering for WITNESS, Acts 1:8, Work, Worship, Growth provided by the Indwelling of God the Holy Spirit, and set out in these verses from 12:1 onward.

15:14-16:27 Paul DEMONSTRATES in his own life the LIFESTYLE 

he has been Describing & Hopes they will Share it with him

15:14-16  Paul’s REASON for WRITING so Strongly

(Paul's bluntness reflects his confidence that their knowledge and Christian maturity, 1:8, equipped them to benefit from it. They weren't under his fatherly authority, 1 Cor 4:14-17, but as Apostle to Gentiles he has written to them, and now explains his role in God's purposes.)

15:14 PERSUADED/convinced- 14:14. GOODNESS- Agathosune- (Agathos, 12:2.) I, myself and you, yourselves are emphatic in Greek. Paul has spoken very strongly, but not to suggest they were failing to do all he'd taught. In fact only those already working at anything can take in and benefit from coaching, Lk 8:18, etc. Their knowledge included some understanding of what those who put themselves into God's hands should do about disagreements among Christians, and their GOODNESS meant they were working at treating each other as they should for one another’s good and God's Glory.

KNOWLEDGE- Gnosis- Linked with Ginosko- Personal, fellowship/knowledge, not Oida- Seeing, intellectually grasping. So, knowledge gained from fellowship with God to be used in fellowship with Him, in doing His will, rather than mere information grasped with the mind.

ABLE/competent- Dunamai- To be able, to have power. ADMONISH/instruct- Noutheteo- To put truths in minds. Nous- Mind, Tithemi- to put. Inform people's minds as to right and wrong so that they can adjust their lives. They were able to give advice to ONE ANOTHER in all the situations that occur. Paul has been teaching – giving advice to them - in support of what they already know and do, not because he imagines he alone has the truth. Faced with fine Christians Paul doesn't pat them on the head, instead he challenges them to go on to perfection, Heb 6:1. If we think too highly of ourselves, 11:20, we become intolerant, and resent further teaching. We mustn't be content with the GOOD, as Christ calls us to the BEST, Phil 3:12-15.

15:15-16 WRITTEN.. BOLDLY- He had not met most of them, but had written to them boldly as to his own brothers in Christ, because what he'd heard of them made him so confident of their goodness and knowledge he was sure they could cope with and benefit from "Strong Meat," Heb 5:11-14. PUTTING IN MIND/to remind- There's a constant need to remind people of what they may know but may forget OR may prefer to forget, 2 Pet 1:9. Believers have accepted God's truth, know the main essentials, but need many reminders.

GRACE GIVEN- Paul was writing on the basis of God's GRACE to him, and the responsibility that Grace had laid on him, Acts 9:15-16. It wasn't something which was his by right or virtue in himself. It was GIVEN IN GRACE for God's own purposes. Consciousness of this gave him boldness in sharing all the truths of the Gospel of Grace, Acts 20:27; Phil 1:20.

MINISTER- Leitourgia- 13:6. Although the word means public servant it's used of priest's ministry in LXX, and far more often of the work of the Levites who assisted the sacrificing priest. Paul is viewing himself and his role as that of a subordinate helper to Christ, the Priest making the offering, as in Num 3:6; 18:2. Paul had referred to his appointed role in Rom 1:5; 11:13; 12:3. Here he defines it more clearly.

OFFERING UP- Hierourgeo- Priest work, offering sacrifices, Hieros- Sacred, Priest. Ergon- Work. Christ is THE Priest, called, qualified, and competent to present the converted Gentiles as an offering to God. The Priest made the sacrifice, sprinkled the blood, voiced the prayers etc but the Levite, under the Priest's direction, did the physical work, bringing the sacrificial animals to the altar, holding them for the priest to kill, skinning the carcase, removing intestines, cutting the carcase into joints, putting the sacrifice on the altar etc.

    The visible work of God - the preaching, teaching, works of mercy etc is done by God's human servants. The eternal, spiritual work is done by our Lord Himself through the Holy Spirit. Paul delights in putting Himself into God's hands as a Levite totally available to assist in priestly work, 12:1-2. He is earnestly, enthusiastically and persistently doing all he can to get the Gospel out to Gentiles. And to get them to respond as fully as possible - knowing that, humanly speaking, this makes the Lord's Priestly work possible and effective. This is the God-honouring way to look at all we do for Him - whether preaching to crowds, or patiently caring for a baby or a handicapped person. The work is often a duty, but the Lord Himself is with us, supervising and helping as we do the clumsy little we can do - and perhaps unknown to us, using it to produce a spiritual result.

    As in things small or great we offer ourselves to work as His hands, feet, voice, etc we may, or may not, be rewarded by human praise or appreciation. But we will one day be rewarded with a realisation that some things we said or did have been part of the eternal salvation of a fellow man. Being human we can't help feeling joy, or despair, according to how we or others view the work we're doing. It transforms everything when we realise that having put ourselves in His hands we can leave the outcome to Him. That also cuts out the minor motivations. Being a mother, salesman, preacher, SS Teacher etc, are for Believers a Priestly service in which we are to function in His Grace and to His Glory.

Proclaiming THE GOSPEL- The Good News of the Atoning Death, burial and resurrection of Christ, 1 Cor 15:1-3; and truths based on those facts.

OFFERING UP GENTILES- The work of the Levites assisting the priests had in mind that the offering would be acceptable to God. SO, Paul's preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles was the necessary human side of Christ's priestly service of offering them to God as an acceptable sacrifice. In Paul's whole work, including the writing of this epistle, he had in mind the desire that God might be able to use it – use it to produce the willing and intelligent response of the Gentiles' gratitude for all God had done for them, as in vs 10-12.

SANCTIFIED- Hagiazo- Holy, set apart for God and His use. Every soul won by Gospel Preaching, every Believer built up in the Faith and in Spiritual maturity isn't only a soul saved and blessed,  they are also an offering to God that pleases Him. This LIVING  SACRIFICE 12:1 isn't acceptable because of any value it has in itself, it’s the One to whom we offer ourselves that gives it value, Mt 23:17-19. It is set apart for God’s fellowship and use by the Holy Spirit who brought them to life in Christ. and baptised them into the body, and continues to bring fruit from their lives to the Glory of God. The work of the OT Priest involved PHYSICAL materials and actions. The nearest OT parallel to the NT offering up of the Gentiles is Isa 66:19-20 which records the blessing of all nations - and those nations bringing Israelites back to their land as an offering to the Lord.

15:17-24   Paul’s WORK & PLANS as part of God’s Purpose to Bless

all Nations

15:17-18 IN THINGS- Accomplished by, for, with, or related TO GOD- 2 Cor 2:14. Paul’s joyful enthusiasm and pride in his work is the opposite of his being ashamed in his Lord's presence, 1 Jn 2:28. His joy and boasting isn't in himself, 1 Cor 1:29-31; Gal 6:14. It involves his dying to self, Gal 2:20, and placing himself totally in God's hands, Rom 12:1-2. his doing nothing independent of God, but as the bond-slave of Christ accomplishing what glorifies HIM.

NOT DARE TO SPEAK- He doesn't presume to evaluate the work of God's other servants, OR to speak of work started by others that he had contributed to, as at Antioch, Acts 11:25-26. How much the work there was the fruit of his efforts would have been unclear. But there were churches formed solely because he visited and preached the Gospel there with his helpers. He dared to speak of the result there as it was CHRIST'S work rather than his own, and it was Christ's work THROUGH HIM, rather than Christ’s work through other people. The conversion of the Gentiles was a work especially committed to Paul, 11:13; Acts 22:21; Gal 2:8. A positive statement would have been simpler, but this negative statement does give emphasis.

GENTILES OBEDIENT/Obey God- Hupakoe- Attentive hearing, obedience. Many of the Gentiles had responded to what they heard from Paul of God and His Gospel. BY WORD/what I said, DEED/done- His preaching, the miraculous signs that authenticated the message, and the Christian lifestyle he had demonstrated.

15:19 MIGHTY- 15:13. SIGNS- Semeion- Miracles as SIGNS of God's activity and authority. WONDERS/miracles- Teras- Something strange that makes people wonder. A sign appeals to the understanding, a wonder to the imagination. As they saw and heard the miracles they learned something of God, His power, wisdom, love, holiness, etc and that helped them to believe the truth being preached to them. The Resurrection, Pentecost, and subsequent miracles were SIGNS that Jesus was indeed Messiah, and the atoning sacrifice.

    Signs and wonders are two different ways of describing the same events. Word pairs like this are used to make a strong statement. Miracles taught lessons and amazed them. As a sign, a miracle pointed to God and His power, and it confirmed the message, and that the messenger was authorised to act and speak for God. As a wonder the extraordinary nature of the event is emphasized, and the effect it had on those who saw it happen. Paul's work was well authenticated, see 2 Cor 12:12; Gal 3:5; Acts 19:11-12; 20:9-12.

SPIRIT- That the Gentiles were brought to obey God and the Gospel showed that the Holy Spirit had empowered Paul’s preaching. This, and miracles (as in Acts 19:1-12) confirmed him as the APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES. In writing boldly to them he was doing what God saved him for, not writing dogmatically because he was a dogmatic person with a high opinion of himself who liked to throw his weight around!

JERUSALEM- The starting place of the Gospel and the whole Christian church. It was also the place where God personally and directly gave Paul his own special commission, Acts 22:21; Gal 1:18; 2:1-10. Jerusalem was also of vital importance as the place where the Gospel he preached, and his calling to preach it, was confirmed by the other Apostles, Acts 15:5-29.

To ILLYRICUM- Acts 16-18 record Paul’s evangelising of Macedonia and Achaia, and they had borders with Illyria. OR Illyria-Dalmatia may have been evangelised by Paul, but his visit there may not be recorded in the NT.

I FULLY PREACHED/proclaimed THE GOSPEL- He proclaimed its FULL content, Acts 20:17-32. As a result it was known, practised, and preached by churches established by Paul’s preaching. The preaching from these Christians would give the people from the surrounding areas the chance to hear the Gospel - if their hearts were stirred up to seek the Lord. Paul’s task as an Apostle was foundation-laying, 1 Cor 3:6-10.

15:20 I STRIVED/my ambition- Philotimeomai- To love honour. Used in 2 Cor 5:9; 1 Th 4:11. If a Christian is ambitious for things he can't offer to God as a priestly service, that ambition is sinful. But as Briscoe says it's a disgrace to flop around like "evangellyfish," content to be going to Heaven not hell. We should be ambitious to achieve as much as possible, small or great, of the things God created and redeemed us for.

CHRIST NOT NAMED/known- Not named in witness and worship, not confessed as Saviour and Lord. Paul was a PIONEER. There's a desperate need for believers to be eager to try new things, do new things. If Paul and the NT Believers had been like conservative churches today Christianity might have remained a mere sect of Judaism. As the world around us changes, old doors close to the Gospel. We should be eager to open new doors. If SS fades, we need to try a weekday club, etc. Paul's eagerness for people to hear the Gospel drove him out to new areas, so he could fulfil the commission entrusted to him by God. We too must face 10:8-15; Mt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8.

BUILD ON.. FOUNDATION- Not work where others had begun working. Not merely to avoid rivalry, but to ensure that the Gospel is adequately heard over as wide an area as possible. This was clearly Paul's work, 1 Cor 3:12. (He visited churches founded by others eg Jerusalem, when necessary.) When Paul wrote this he was a veteran missionary, but was still an eager pioneer. As a young man I was impressed when I saw Reginald Sturt, by then an old man, return to his field of service in Mongolia to do what he could to spread the Gospel there before Communism closed all access.  

15:21-22 WRITTEN- Isa 52:15 LXX describes what Paul believes in doing. UNDERSTAND- Suniemi- To bring together, or to set together mentally, to see, to understand.

HINDERED- Completing pioneer evangelism of the areas in which he had laboured, and established churches, was his present priority. That, and tying the work of those churches in with the work at Jerusalem (Acts 15, 21) had kept him fully occupied. God had given him that task. He wasn't free to leave it until it was done. We must beware of the temptation to dash off to some seemingly "brighter and better" situation when the work we have been given is dull or disappointing.

15:23 NO MORE PLACE- He'd finished his pioneering, God-given, Apostolic work as far as that area was concerned. Others could build on it, 1 Cor 3:5-11. He was free to tackle a new unevangelised region.

DESIRE.. YOU- A God-given desire may need to be held in check for years until we have completed the work we have begun. And there's a constant need to submit our thoughts and plans to the Lord so that He can redirect us. Cp Acts 16:1-10. God's plan for our life isn't a detailed once-and-for-all blueprint that we approve and sign. God will guide us to begin a work for Him, but we can't expect Him to give us further guidance until we've done what He has already told us to do, starting with general moral commands - repenting of pride, lovelessness etc, Eph 4:17-5:21; Col 3:1-17, etc. And at any time if doing what we believed to be God's will becomes impossible we must accept that too. Perhaps our being willing is all God can accept, as with David's willingness to build the temple, 2 Sam 7.

15:24 SPAIN- Spain was the Western limit of their world, and was as yet unevangelised. (The East where there were many Jews was the responsibility of the Jewish Apostles, Gal 2:7-10.) Rome was the natural centre from which to evangelise the West, as roads, and trade routes fanned out from Rome. Paul's plans were closely related to the great need of the world. Wherever we are is our missionary responsibility, but any plans not related to the world's need are out of order. We need to sense that NEED, and the call to specific situations and work should grow out of that sense of the needs. But also it must grow out of our increasingly being drawn into fellowship with the Lord Jesus - and with His purposes of Grace for the world.

I.. BROUGHT ON MY WAY/have you assist me- Propempo- The word is used as a technical term for assisting missionaries on their journeys - providing God’s servants with food, money, travelling companions, means of travel, lodging, etc, - Acts 15:3; 1 Cor 16:6, 11; 2 Cor 1:16; Titus 3:13. 3 Jn 6. Paul looked to the Christians at Rome for help in the carrying out of his planned visit to Spain, and their fellowship with Him in prayer about it. His exact needs, and the ways they might meet them would become obvious later. FILLED WITH/enjoyed- Empiplemi- To fill full, satisfy, have full enjoyment of, make the most of the opportunity to benefit from fellowship. In God's will personal needs are to be considered in planning. Paul would move on from Rome when they had met his needs and he had been refreshed.

15:25-33.  Paul wants PRAYER for Success of his Mission to Jerusalem

15:25-26 MINISTER/In the service of- Diakoneo- In this case it means to give financial aid to THE SAINTS- 1 Cor 16:1; 2 Cor 8, and 9. Showing Mercy is part of proclaiming and manifesting God and His Gospel. Fostering fellowship between the Jewish Church at Jerusalem, and the Gentile Churches formed through Paul's ministry, was a vital part of his Apostolic work, Gal 2:6-10. It was relevant to his exhortation about "weak and strong" – in relation to being liberated from Law-obedience Paul and Gentile Christians were STRONG, but consideration for the weak at Jerusalem would mould his behaviour, 14:14-19; 1 Cor 9:19-23. It's obvious that Paul faced this task with great hopes and fears, and a strong sense of the need for the Lord to over-rule. Much for good or ill could result from the attempted fellowship.

IT HATH/were PLEASED- Eudokeo- The word means a decision that was made because people were happy to make it. MACEDONIA, ACHAIA- The area mentioned in his Epistles to Corinth. See especially 2 Cor 8:1-9:15. As he travelled on towards Jerusalem other churches might join in. CONTRIBUTION- Koinonia- A having in common, partnership, fellowship. The Gentile Churches were sending trusted members with collected money to share in caring for the poor Christians at Jerusalem. Money will feed bodies, loving Christian fellowship feeds souls.

JERUSALEM- Many lived there for religious reasons only. Poverty was a problem from the start, Acts 2:45; 4:32-5:2; 6:1-7. Selling assets to give to the poor made a short-term improvement only and reduced the income of richer Christians. But the main reason for poverty in Jerusalem was persecution, destruction of property, exile, the boycotting of Christians, their shops, etc, Acts 8:1-4; Heb 10:32-34.

15:27 DEBTORS/they owe it to them- As at Antioch, Acts 11:28-30, knowing the FACTS becomes a challenge to God's children to decide in fellowship with Him whether they should do something about the information. Paul had exhorted these Christians to give, 1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8:1-9:15, but he had emphasized that the decision must be theirs for it to have any real value. it PLEASED- This stresses the giver's real involvement. It's wrong for Christians to exert psychological or social pressure to such an extent that it robs people’s decisions of their proper freedom and human dignity.

GENTILES.. PARTAKERS/shared- The word is used in 12:13 where it refers to sharing material things. SPIRITUAL THINGS/blessings- Pneumatikos- Things that have their origin in the Spirit of God. Not here spiritual gifts, which came directly through the Holy Spirit, but the whole setting in which Jesus the Messiah came, and of the Gospel Good News which spread out from Jerusalem.

MINISTER TO/share with- 13:6. CARNAL THINGS/material blessings- Sarkikos - The things needed for bodily life. Gentiles and scattered Jews had benefitted spiritually from the witness to Christ of the Jerusalem Jews, Acts 11:19-21; 13:1-4. That witness to Christ was the major cause of the poverty of the Believers at Jerusalem. Paul, under God, had convinced the "Strong" Gentile Believers to contribute to "Weak" Jews who had been trying to restrict them by insisting they must get circumcised, and keep the Law, Acts 15:1-5. Paul says that without those fussy Jews you'd never have heard the Gospel, in fact there wouldn't have been one.

15:28 SEALED/made sure- A stamped seal made the source of an item clear and it also guaranteed that the full quantity was being delivered. Paul made sure that all the money would be known to have been received by having each Church send its own trusted members to deliver it, 2 Cor 8:16-24. Paul accepted responsibility for the effort as a whole. This included making clear that it was a fellowship gift of Love in Christ by the donors, and received to the glory of God and the strengthening of a mutual acceptance by the Jerusalem Jews and the Gentile Churches.

    It's a disgrace if those handling Christian or Charitable funds fail to make it obvious that the funds given have in fact achieved their purpose. Worse still if it's handled as a business speculation. Eg spending a $Millions in skilled advertising featuring pathetic figures of starving children, even if it brings in a $Millions beyond the advertising costs it does little of SPIRITUAL value while draining funds from less commercialised Christian work. (I read of a Believer who resigned from a Mission Board in protest against their policy of always having to have a "Desperate need of the month" advertised!) We should always examine the balance sheets of any Christian or Charitable fund before giving, and give only where there is good stewardship. (I've not given to Underground Evangelism since their 1981 Balance sheet showed that for their "International Christian Aid," administration took 20.71%, Promotion 24.46%, and only 54.83% of donations were spent on the work.)

15:29. I'M SURE/know- 13:11. BLESSING- Eulogia- Good speaking, praise. The expression of appreciation and praise appropriate to what God has been seen to have done. Paul is saying "We'll be praising God together for our blessings when I come and share with you in the Gospel of Christ." God's word preached in the power of the Spirit produces blessings and praise.

    ALL God's children have “off” days and “off” months, and get discouraged at times in whatever their service is for God - SS teacher, home-maker, farmer, church treasurer, carpenter, part-time preacher, husband, father etc. Full time missionaries, evangelists, etc, are even more vulnerable to crippling pressures, and to the pride that goes before a fall, Prov 16:18, or to discouragement, Cp Elijah 1 Ki 19.

    Paul's plans assumed the Sovereignty of God, who could be relied on to fulfil His purposes in the best possible way. His own concern was to act in fellowship with God, as he wrote this, and to continue to do so every day until he stood with them in Rome, 2 Cor 5:6-10; Gal 2:20, etc. What he'd learned to be NOW, and had every intention of being always - by the grace and power of God - made him honestly confident of what would happen when in due course he reached Rome. Their prayers would play their part in this, and Paul himself would accept responsibility for adjusting plans as seemed needful, 2 Cor 1:8-24. John Wesley, when asked what he would do if he knew the Lord would return at the end of that day, is said to have listed the day's planned activities unchanged. Checking our plans against the Lord’s Coming is helpful, but Bible study or translation would cease unless one also remembers that the Lord may NOT come today. Only those who rejoice in and actively pursue being the Lord's Bond-slaves, avoiding their own prejudices etc, can rightly have confidence that what they will do will work out to the glory of God.

15:30 l. BESEECH/urge YOU- Appeal as in #12:1 encourage, as in #12:8. FOR.. CHRIST- This was Paul's general motive, and the specific goal of the visit to Jerusalem he had planned. It was natural for him to urge others to pray for him on that same basis. The Lord's work in him requires their prayers. The Lord's work in them qualifies them to pray. The more Believers pray for one another the more we are all brought into tune with the Lord Jesus.

LOVE OF THE SPIRIT- That love for fellow-Christians that results from the Spirit's indwelling, as part of His work of love in us moulding us towards Christ-likeness, Gal 5:22-23; Phil 2:12-15. The Holy Spirit pours the love of God into our hearts, 5:5, as God's agent for the accomplishment of all His will.

STRIVE TOGETHER WITH ME/join me in my struggle- Sunagonizomai- The word is associated with athletes, wrestlers, etc at the Olympic games, or in the arena! A fervent appeal for prayer – for them to put their whole heart and soul into identifying with those who are struggling to do God’s will against the opposition of the world, the flesh, and the devil. Energetic striving is essential in order to pray effectively. Earnest and persistent intercession involves WRESTLING. Some link this with Jacob's experience in Gen 32:24-32 but no form of Agon occurs in LXX.

IN YOUR PRAYERS- Paul asked Believers to share with him in prayer for the work the Lord gave him to do. No thought of our using prayer to exert pressure on God to do what WE want is found in Scripture. But God challenges us with possibilities so that we will persistently ask for what He wants to give us. Prayer is a means ordained of God for the accomplishment of His merciful purposes, and prayer is the fruit of our trustful faith in Him, and our expectation that He will meet our personal needs and those of the work He has given us to do, Mt 6:25-33.

15:31 DELIVERED/rescued- Paul was ready to die for his Lord at Jerusalem, Acts 20:22-25. He wouldn't compromise the Gospel to save his life, but he did not seek martyrdom. He wished to finish any work the Lord had put into his hands. It is contrary to the Gospel to take unnecessary risks, or to have a fatalistic attitude towards the plots of ungodly men, Mt 10:16-17.

NOT BELIEVE/unbelievers- Apeitheo- Those who disbelieve, wilfully and perversely. Those who refuse to be persuaded, refuse to obey. Paul was fully aware of the violent hostility towards him of the Jews who rejected Christ. They would view his presence in Jerusalem as especially insulting to their holy city and to themselves, and his enemies were the most powerful people there. Cp Jn 15:20-25; 16:2-4.

SERVICE- Diakonia.. ACCEPTED- 15:16. Jewish pride might refuse to accept the money given to them by Gentiles as defiling because it came from “unclean” GENTILE hands. Or they might receive it grudgingly, resenting that Gentiles could afford to give, and that God had left them dependent on the charity of despised foreigners. Either attitude would disgrace the Lord, hinder the Gospel, and widen the division between Christian Gentile and Christian Jew. It IS more blessed to give, than to receive, but it is also easier for some of us to give than to receive.

   OR the gift could be received as a wonderful demonstration of the Grace and Love of God on the part of the givers. If received in that spirit the hearts of Jewish Believers would reach out in thanksgiving, praise, and appreciative love to God, and to the Gentiles He had saved. This would glorify God and further His purposes for Jew and Gentile, 2 Cor 9:13-14.

SAINTS- God has made us to be SAINTS. That privileged position we are in can produce sinful pride, or it can produce worshipping awe. These alternatives were delicately balanced as Paul approached Jerusalem with the gifts and the givers, 1 Cor 16:3-4, etc. We must never be too proud to acknowledge that God's work in which we are engaged MIGHT fail, through human weakness, folly, and sin. It's pious folly not to admit that we face problems, and so not to ask the help of our praying friends. Faced with a hostile world and a church at risk of being divided against itself, earnest persistent prayer was needed.

15:32-33 WILL OF GOD- 12:2. That he was acting in the will of God - as God had moved him to act – was the only hope for a BLESSED fulfilment of Paul's wishes. His purpose in going to Jerusalem, and on to Rome, was in fact God's Will, although that will worked out by a rough road – imprisonment and shipwreck. When Paul reached Rome he was REFRESHED when they came out to meet him, Acts 28:15. When God's people receive one another as Christ received us, 15:7, it's spiritually refreshing to all concerned. In the tumultuous pressures of his work, Paul looked forward to this, and to refreshing them by assuring them of the answers to their prayers in the goodness of God.

GOD OF PEACE- He is the God of peace, as He is  the God of patience, consolation and hope, 15:5, 13. All our blessings flow from the peace He grants and we receive.

AMEN- A Hebrew word meaning Trustworthy, so be it. God is the FAITHFUL- Amen God, Deu 7:9. What He says is SURE- Amen, Ps 19:7, and certainly true, VERILY/truly- Amen, Amen Jn 3:3. God's AMEN = It is so, and will be so. In response to God's statements Men say AMEN = Let it be so. Deut 27:15, Neh 5:13; 2 Cor 1:20.

16:1-2  PHOEBE - a Sister Active in her Local Church

COMMEND- Introductory letters were in common use. They are a courtesy to the churches visited, and a help to the visitor, 2 Cor 3:1.

SERVANT- 13:4. The Bible Societies Translators Handbook says "It's unlikely this was a technical term in Paul's time, the general word servant is better than deaconess." That she did valued work for the church was an extra claim on the hospitality of the Church she was visiting. CHURCH AT CENCHREA- The Port of Corinth on the EASTERN side of the Isthmus of Corinth.

RECEIVE HER- Prosdechomai- To accept favourably, Lk 15:2. This is the way that she should be received because she is one of the Lord's people, and the way that we as the Lord's people should receive each other.

SUCCOURER/great help- Prostatis- A woman who provides help as Lydia did, Acts 16:15. Prostatis- is the Feminine of Prostates, and  in Athens that was the title of the official who saw to the welfare of resident aliens. That a male Prostates could be a leader, or president doesn't mean she was the “President or Leader of Paul and the church!” It's right to understand her contribution to the life of the church at Cenchrea within the bounds Paul proclaimed in 1 Cor 14:34-38; etc. She would have done her work in love for the Lord in ways appropriate to the church in the current society. She had befriended, helped, looked after others. Now she needed to receive in Rome that kind of help. Sowing and reaping is Biblical, Gal 6:5-10.

16:3-16  GREETINGS

(These greetings demonstrate what Paul has been teaching about mutual acceptance and appreciation between all sorts of Believers doing all sorts of work for the Lord. It challenges us to accept and appreciate those with whom we share in the life and work of Christ’s church – whatever their different natures and gifts may be. It reads like a preview of Christ's Judgment seat where each will be known by name, and their loving service commended. The idea that Paul had a low opinion of women and their work has no basis in Scripture. Many women are listed and praised in this chapter.)

16:3-5 GREET- Aspazomai- To draw to oneself, fold in one's arms, so to greet or  farewell, welcome, send greetings - a word that conveys WARMTH. PRISCILLA AND AQUILA- A husband and wife team in Christ who weren’t concerned as to who was listed first – the order of their names is varied in Acts 18:18, 26; 1 Cor 16:19; 2 Tim 4:19. Presumably Claudius' death had reversed his decree (referred to in Acts 18:2,) or there was a new Emperor, and they were back in Rome.

HELPERS/fellow workers- Sunergos- One who shared work with. Paul didn't think in terms of who was superior or inferior in the Lord's work he shared with others. IN CHRIST JESUS- gave it value and effectiveness. LAID DOWN/risked- In the riot, Acts 19:23-40 perhaps? GIVE THANKS/are grateful - Appreciation of people/ service should mark Christian congregations.

GREET THE CHURCH- Early Christian churches met in houses. Presumably the church at Rome functioned in groups meeting in different houses.

EPAENETUS- First converts are an especial joy and encouragement.

16:6-7 MARY- What she did isn't specified - or whatever most of the other men and women in this list had done. Public prominence isn't the measure of value, Mt 19:301 Cor 12:24-25.

KINSMEN- 9:3. Fellow-Jews? Close relatives? We know nothing about them except what is said here, but family and racial links, or shared experiences in the Lord, are to be valued. APOSTLES- The original 12, and Paul, were uniquely APOSTLES, but the word Apostles is used in a lesser sense of other itinerant preachers like Barnabas, Acts 14:14. What this verse says may mean that they were known to be Apostles in that sense - or simply that they were known to the Apostles.

16:8-15 IN THE LORD- Under His Lordship - all our relationships should be lived under His Lordship. APPROVED- 14:18. Trying experiences prove genuineness, Jas 1:2-4.

HOUSEHOLD- Christian slaves are of value in God’s sight and in His purposes - unsaved owners are irrelevant.

TRYPHENA, TRYPHOSA- Their names are from Truphe- Luxury, softness, daintiness, but they toiled to exhaustion as the word LABOUR indicates.

PERSIS.. LABOURED MUCH/worked very hard- Past tense perhaps she was no longer able to labour, because getting old? Or unwell? Those no longer able to work as they did aren't forgotten in Christ.

CHOSEN IN LORD- ALL Christians are chosen, beloved, and Brothers/Sisters, many toil and help. BUT it's still appropriate to use such expressions.

MOTHER- Motherliness, like all God's gifts, can be used in the Lord.

Being BRETHREN/brothers, and SAINTS is true of all in Christ, but are still good grounds for affectionate appreciative greetings.

16:16 HOLY KISS- The Bible Society Translators Handbook comments that "In many cultures kissing is an indication of sexual interest, so is not appropriate as a Christian greeting. Others languages have a word for kissing on the mouth as an indication of sexual interest and a different word for kissing on the cheek as a friendly greeting. In others kissing between adults would be considered childish nonsense. It follows that often the best translation would be "Greet one another affectionately," leaving it to be obeyed in a way that is appropriate in different cultures." Freedom to use alternative forms of greeting is reasonable - it's not even an ordinance, but in a culture where bread and wine are unknown, even the ordinance of the Lord's supper may need to use other elements. 

    Origen, 185-250AD wrote "the custom has been handed down to the churches that after the prayers the brethren shall greet one another in turn.” Men and women seem to have been seated separate from the men as in the Synagogue so men kissed men, Lk 7:45, women kissed women. This was an appropriate expression of mutually accepting one another in Christ, 15:7, at that time, as a hearty handshake is for many of us. The casual mention of the greeting here shows it had already become an accepted custom as Paul felt no need to explain what he meant.

THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST- Paul expresses, and cultivates, the solidarity of ALL Christ's churches. It was appropriate as he finished this phase of his ministry to send greetings from the churches in the area where he had been working to the churches in the new area where he hoped to visit.

16:17-20  BEWARE of those who EXPLOIT Disagreement

(Paul has been teaching how members of a local church can learn to avoid being divided by their differing views about how God is to be honoured in their personal lives, and in their collective worship and witness. They are to accept one another as Christ has accepted them, and with one heart and mouth glorify God, 15:5-7. Now he gives a solemn warning that there are Christians who for personal gain, or to win a victory for their point of view - what they believe is right - would destroy unity and love. And so divide and discredit the Lord’s church. Cp Acts 20:30-31; 2 Cor 11:4-21. We need warnings, Prov 1:17.)

16:17 I BESEECH/urge- 12:1. MARK/watch out for- Watch out for them so as to avoid helping, encouraging or supporting them. Paul had ended his greetings with the holy Kiss of peace and loving fellowship. That is a sound basis for another plea to be on guard to preserve loving unity.

CAUSE DIVISIONS OFFENCES/obstacles- Skandalon- 14:13. Paul had written about the divisions between “weak” and “strong” which arise naturally from the different natures and backgrounds of believers – Jews/Gentiles, etc. He dealt with them gently, assuming that all to whom he was writing had a desire to please God and would wish to have fellowship with each other for the sake of Christ and His purposes. 

    But now he speaks of those who deliberately exploit the situation, foisting themselves on either group as leaders who will see that their cause triumphs. BUT DO SO DECEITFULLY concealing their own motives. They boost their own pride, and line their own pockets by dividing God's people, by building a personal following, Acts 20:30. Paul needed to warn the Believers, because those who take people and proclaimed intentions at face value can be dazzled by boastful gifted preachers. And they may be deceived by their show of devotion to the Lord and to the Scriptures, as Paul wrote in 2 Cor 11. They may then be tricked into paying attention to the Preacher, and the cause he proclaims – that will take their eyes off Christ, His purposes, and the essential part played by LOVE and loving acceptance of every member of the whole Body of Christ. 

    When we take our eyes off Christ - His work for us and His purposes - division occurs, and Christians are likely to speak evil of each other. This is offensive to God, a scandal before the world, and a stumbling-block to Believers. Zealots for legalistic law-conformity, and those who insist on self-indulgent laxity, are equally condemned here. When we fight to defend our views, and attack those who oppose it, both sides of the division strengthen each other as our human pride, anger, etc is involved. Both sides shout slogans at each other, instead of humbly seeking to increase the common ground shared, by searching the Scriptures and praying together.

CONTRARY- They may teach things contrary to God's Word but even if the cause they champion isn't contrary to God’s word, the divisiveness that results is contrary to God’s will and contrary to His Word. Apart from the commands given in 14:1-15:7, see Jn 17:11-23; 1 Cor 1:10-17; 12:25; Eph 4:1-16; Phil 2:1-16; 1 Jn 3:11-24; 4:21. 

LEARNED- Manthano- To learn, especially to learn from enquiry and observation as a Mathetes- a Disciple. To learn by spending time with.

AVOID/Keep away from THEM- Don't go near to them, don’t listen to them, don’t associate with them.

16:18 BELLY/Appetites- See Phil 3:19. The leadership they offer is based on MEETING THEIR OWN FELT NEEDS - serving their own selfish interests, Acts 20:30. GOOD WORDS/smooth talk- Words that sound reasonable, and plausibly God-honouring. FAIR SPEECHES/flattery- Eulogia- They quote the right slogans and flatter people that they're fighting for God and the RIGHT, as Judas enlisted others in condemning the "wasting" of the perfume, Jn 12:4-6; Mk 14:4-5.

SIMPLE/Naive people- Akakos- opp. of 12:17. Those inexperienced as far as evil is concerned. They may lack: 

(a) A sense of proportion about potential evils. 

(b) An understanding of themselves and their motives. 

(c) An understanding of the motives of those who seek to lead and exploit them. Believers may have genuine scruples, held with a clear conscience before God, and these incline them to one interpretation of Scripture about Law, Creation, Prophecy, Spiritual Gifts etc or even about Bible Translations and hymn books. Slogan-shouting, divisive Leaders take advantage of this to recruit them into their armies to fight civil wars in the Body of Christ. And flatter their followers that they are being heroes for God. 

    We must beware of any pious talk that distracts us from simplicity before the Lord and His Word, 2 Cor 11. We must beware of anything that distracts us from love for all Christians, and enthusiasm for the proclamation of Christ's Gospel to the Lost. There are always those who by exaggerating and attacking the "errors" of others, justify heading an opposite extreme campaign in order to gratify their own self-importance. By their fruits - that they divide God's people - it is obvious that they aren't working for the Lord in this, Mt 7:15-20. 

16:19-20 OBEDIENCE- 15:18. WISE- Experienced, qualified, knowing how to function in the GOOD- #12:2. They had made a good beginning so it was important that they shouldn't be divided and Christ disgraced.

SIMPLE/innocent about- Akeraios- Unmixed- as pure gold, silver, etc, uncontaminated by EVIL- eis Kakos 12:17. Inexperienced, unqualified in doing evil. Being interested only in the Lord, His Word, and doing His known will, keeps us safer than we would be if we became an expert in errors and their refutation. 

16:20 THE GOD OF PEACE.. BRUISE/crush SATAN- The "Angel of Light" for whom divisive leaders are working, 2 Cor 11:1-15. It is GOD who will crush Satan to maintain peace in their church in spite of whatever disturbs their unity, joy and fruitfulness. But that makes it all the more important we work hard at adjusting our life-style as set out in these chapters to ensure that God's peace is enjoyed, Phil 2:12-16. UNDER FEET- They will walk over him if he gets in their way as they obey God! Satan's attempt to hinder will humiliate him! SHORTLY/soon- The Lord crushed Satan beneath His Feet by His Death and Resurrection, Col 2:15, as promised in Gen 3:15. As we walk in fellowship with Him and with our fellow believers in Love, God makes this effective in our experience. We will be kept safe from Satan's snares and baited traps - and he won't be able to trip us up, divide us, embitter us, make us unfruitful, Ps 31:3; 119:110; 124:6-7. And at any moment we may be all taken out of his reach to Glory – Satan’s ultimate defeat will be demonstrated to all. 

    DIVISIVENESS comes from human pride, a manifestation of Satan and his work. He is “the accuser of the brethren,” Rev 12 10, before God, Job 1:10; 2:4-5. He spoke through Peter to try to distract the Lord from doing the will of God, Mt 16:22-23. The Lord speaks of us as Beloved, Justified, Righteous, Saints, Brothers, Sisters, Members of His body, fellow labourers, etc and as we think of ourselves and each other as being those things we are encouraged to be like that, and the Spirit enables us to love each other and work together in the will of God. But Satan distracts us from doing that, by stirring up our natural pride in ourselves and our ideas, so that we see our gifts and ideas as superior, and see others as inferior, annoying, etc and every difference between us we judge to be THEIR fault. (Note how Adam blamed Eve, Gen 3:12.) When that happens division is inevitable, and once more, as in Eden, Satan has marred the work of God.

     Only as we refuse to listen to Satan’s ideas and agents can the peace and unity of fellowship to be maintained – or restored, a triumph over Satan. Victory was PROMISED in Eden, and it was PROVIDED on Calvary. But it needs to be PROVED daily as by obedience we share HIS victory with our eye on the Lord knowing that at any moment, at His COMING, instantly and irresistibly, that victory will be PRESENT and PERFECT as we all stand united together triumphant with Christ in His likeness. The assurance of ultimate, swift, total, and perhaps soon victorious completion of Calvary's triumph is an encouragement to live in fellowship with one another, and be simple concerning evil, wised up to what is good.

GRACE- 12:3. The undeserved and triumphant love of God acting in and through Christ by which, and in which, God gives Himself to men to be their saving God, and in which they respond as in 12:1-2, and triumph.

16:21-24 GREETINGS from those with  Paul 

(Paul functioned in Christ, for His purposes, dependent on fellow-servants of God, as we all are. Each in terms of 12:1-2 under the Lordship of Christ using their God-given abilities [Tertius' writing skill, Gaius' large house.] to share with him in all his plans, and work, so rightly join him in sending greetings.) (Gaius COULD be the first name of Titius Justus of Acts 18:7.)

14:21-23 ERASTUS- A few important people became Christians, 1 Cor 1:26. A Latin pavement inscription in the what has been excavated of 1st Century Corinth reads "Erastus, commissioner for public works laid this pavement at his own expense." Perhaps the same Erastus held that office at another time.

16:24 [RT/KJV- This is repeated from vs 20.

16:25-27 CLOSING Prayer - Praise

(Some have suggested that this, and  the end of the “Lord's Prayer,” Mt 6:13 (in contrast to Lk 11:4) were perhaps added or  adapted to be part of a Liturgy. It is longer and more like the close of Hebrews or Jude than like the endings of Paul's other epistles. But the wording of this fits well with the wording of  1:11.)

16:25 STABLISH/Establish- Sterizo. Sterix- a prop. When we put cross-timbers into a framework it makes it strong and firm. Time-consuming effort on the part of Bible teachers and converts establishes a strong framework of rightly-related doctrines. Sterizo is used of Peter STRENGTHENING, his brothers, Lk 22:32, and in Rom 1:11. There's no point in propping up Church tradition and routines that God hasn't established, but Human commitment and effort is essential to ensure God's work goes on soundly.

ACCORDING TO/by MY GOSPEL- It was God’s Gospel, but it was Paul’s Gospel in that he accepted it from God as his stewardship, made it his own, based his life, his belief, and his preaching on it. PREACHING/proclamation- Kerugma- That which is proclaimed by a herald.

REVELATION- Apokalupsis- An uncovering. MYSTERY- Musterion- Things known only to the Mustes - the initiated, because intuition, or rational calculation, can't discover it. In Scripture a MYSTERY is a truth of God that couldn't be known until He chose to reveal it. God's secrets revealed in Scripture are now OPEN SECRETS, open to all who hear, believe, listen and do. See 1 Cor 2:6-10; Eph 1:9-10; Eph 3:3-13; Col 1:26-27; etc. The Gospel is described here in different ways which combine to make a fuller description of it. SECRET/hidden- Jews needed reminding that God had it in mind throughout the OT. Gentiles needed to be reminded that all human religion was and is ignorance.

16:26-27 MANIFEST/revealed- Phaneroo- To be brought into the light, shown to be what it is, the reality shining out. From Phaino- To shine. God's hidden purposes were made manifest in the life and death of Christ, and in the proclamation of the Gospel based on His life, death, Resurrection and Ascension. These wonderful events fulfilled the OT promises that were unclear until the Gospel went forth to all nations after Pentecost, Gal 3:8-9, 26-29, etc. This great change was according to the commandment of the eternal God 1 Tim 1:1; Titus 1:3. It aimed at Faith-obedience Rom 1:5.

KNOWN- Gnorizo- From Ginosko, so involving fellowship. GOD ONLY WISE- The doxology began focussed on the POWER of God. It ends focussed on the WISDOM of God, who alone is GOD and alone is WISE. GLORY THROUGH JESUS CHRIST- Paul has shown that God will be glorified through the Redemption provided in Christ which will finally triumph over all sin/ failure in Creation. We're to co-operate fully and gladly.

E. Read 14.12.92. Revised 2.12.03. 
(Criticism, correction, and addition with a view to improvement is welcomed)
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� Everything we are, have, and do as God's children/ Servants has three aspects which can be summed up under the letters GRA:


Given in Grace,        by      God,   in  and   through   the Lord Jesus Christ.


Received in Faith     from     "       "     "         "           "      "       "        "    .


Acted on in Faith    towards "       "     "         "           "      "       "        "    .





� Even some humanists acknowledge that this is true. Scientific Philospher Koestler, in “Beyond Reductionism,” 1969, wrote of the fact that with every other species what individuals did instinctively, was automatically good for the individual, and for the species as a whole. But that when humans allowed themselves to always do what they felt like doing it was destructive both to the individual and for the species as a whole. His comment ran “Man is an aberrant species, suffering from a biological malfunctioning, a specific disorder of behaviour that sets him apart from all other species, as much as language, science, and art set him apart.” He adds “Man is the victim of a subtle engineering mistake in evolution.”


This acknowledges the FACT of man’s Fallen/Rebel state. It is pleasing to human pride to claim that we are innocent victims of an engineering mistake, rather than inheritors of the consequence of our ancestor, Adam’s deliberate, foolish, wrong choice. But the account in Genesis 3 is far more scientifically logical. After all if “Evolution” is what its claimed to be, and credited with producing automatically all the “helpful to each species” elements of life, how could it be blamed for producing such a unique negative one.








� Emil Bruner formulated a “Law” that the more closely a subject relates to the centre of man's being, the less accurately his mind functions. He pointed out that Mathematicians have little problem in agreeing, Sociologists and Psychologists have more problems in agreeing on what is true. Philosophers and Theologians have the greatest problem in reaching agreement as to what is true as their studies deal with the core of man’s being - BECAUSE IT WAS AT THE CENTRE OF MAN'S BEING THAT HE FELL, AND THE FALL HAD ITS GREATEST EFFECT THERE.)





� Research in USA indicates that homosexuals are much more promiscuous than heterosexuals, less able to form stable, caring relationships, and have, even apart from AIDS, a much shorter average life-span. 


An example of how the public have been deceived into accepting homosexuality as "Normal," the Christchurch "PRESS," 16th Dec. 1995, "Weekend" section Page 11, says that Kinsey was responsible for "revolutionising our sexual mores." His 1949 report on "Sexual Behaviour and the Human Male," included two lists documenting pre-adolescent sexual experience, which he claimed were "an important substantiation of the Freudian view of sexuality as a component present in the human animal from infancy."  "Kinsey's text says that of nine of his sources of information for this .. some were technically trained adults." The article  from the "Washington Post," says "The director of the Kinsey Institute, Washington DC. now admits that Kinsey's conclusions on the sexuality of children are based not on scientific study, but on the diary of ONE pedophile's criminal experiences with 317 pre-adolescent boys.” (And that man had no scientific training.) 





� The end product of Humanism is a lawless, reckless, exciting, unsatisfying, self -destructive lifestyle that tears apart the social and commercial life of a nation when it turns its back on God. 60 years ago when I first read these verses (Rom 1:18-32,) I and other Bible Believers accepted the truth of these statements of God’s word - by Faith,. It's now visible in the "News," of every day. The Glorification of sex and its perversions has broken down the intended pattern of male/female roles, vs 24-27. This has destroyed the fabric of family life in many homes, and so produced a crop of wilful, rootless young folk who missed out on the security of family love and discipline that develops the virtues that make social order and social relationships enjoyable. This is a matter of cause and effect, sowing and reaping in Society as a whole.  And children in good homes and families are influenced, and sometimes caught up in it.





� In any age and in any culture certain actions are assumed to be Good or Bad. Often these coincide in a fair measure with God's law. That in the natural order females care for their young, and males defend the whole group, is obvious to primitive savages - a witness from Creation. Most cultures have some disapproval of adultery, murder, theft, deceit and greed, though they also provide "legitimate" excuses or ways to make them acceptable. Cowardice and betrayal are seldom seen as being “good.”Laws directly concerned with God are generally unknown. This answers the question of how a man can be judged righteously OUTSIDE the Law. The Greek moralist philosopher Aristotle  wrote of the "Well-bred man who doesn't need external Law." Those without the Law can be righteously judged, because there is no rational human who doesn't sometimes realise that he's facing a choice between what he sees as GOOD, and what he sees as BAD.





� With the Jews GOD'S FAITHFULNESS WAS FRUSTRATED by Human Unbelief. Heb 3:15-4:2. From the first God made it clear they'd been chosen in Grace, and their special relationship with Him would be special Blessing, OR Cursing, according to whether their attitude was gratitude, love, and obedience, OR smug self-satisfaction, that took advantage of privilege for selfish ends, and felt superior to others, Deut 7:6-15; 8:10-20.)





� Are those born in a "Christian" country, Christened and confirmed into membership of a Christian Church, which they attend, and who live lives generally conforming to a Christian lifestyle- right with God without personally receiving righteousness as a gift?





� When an angry and intolerant man preaches an Angry God, it loses all its moral appeal, and awe. In the Bible, the Terror of meeting God while still in one's sin, is that He is Holy LOVE. And that His righteousness has been expressed RIGHTEOUSLY in love to provide full forgiveness and reconciliation, and fullness of life. AND IT HAS BEEN REFUSED! It's the LAMB men flee from, Rev 6:15-17. (The horror of a GI in Vietnam, in fear of Viet Cong, blazing away at a movement in the long grass, and finding he'd killed a toddler pales before the horror of falling into the nail-pierced hands of the One who they have trampled underfoot, Heb 10:26-31, and to know that by refusing Him they have made it impossible for those hands to save them.)





� We ourselves, must beware of our human tendency to “explain away” inconvenient verses of Scripture because they don’t fit neatly into what we consider to be the sound pattern of doctrine. God requires us to give full value to every Scripture, 2 Tim 3:16-17, even when WE cannot see how it fits. E.g. We must not dismiss the “Sermon on the Mount” as being “Kingdom Truth” and use that as an excuse for ignoring the solemn warnings the Lord gave in it about anger, etc. 





� The LXX uses Asebes- Wicked, ungodly, in Ex 23:7 I will not justify the WICKED/guilty. That verse is saying that as long as they rely on their own merits they must be condemned because they ARE ungodly. But when God justifies the ungodly because they are in Christ, they cease to be ungodly. They ARE Justified, made right with God, made ethically righteous, and so acquitted.





� Scribes had sometimes to decide whether the negative or positive best states the facts. That they made different decisions at this point is clear as some  Mss have the “not” and others don’t.





Briscoe gives a vivid description of being 'Married to Mr Law.' Although an admirable husband - Holy, Just, and Good, 7:12, Law-keepers have a very difficult time, because Mr Law by nature can have no flexibility. He demands and rewards total obedience, but any failure brings them under a curse Gal 3:10. He can approve of only a perfect wife and home, and can offer no help towards achieving that. The day begins with "Good morning Dear I want you to have a happy day Loving God with all your heart and mind and soul, and your neighbour as yourself." And ends "I have been perfectly holy, just, good. Have you? If not I can only pronounce God's curse on you." Law HAS TO BE LIKE THAT. Those charged in court with Murder, or theft find that saying "I did it only once," OR "I've always been kind to animals, and paid my bills promptly" is no help. Being 'Under the Law,' either makes one sour, or hypocritically concerned with irrelevant details. There's no winsome witness, freedom, or joy in such lives.)





� The doctrines of 'Total Depravity,' and 'Total Inability to Please God,' have been built on these verses and distorted to teach that any natural action is of no pleasure to God. As the doctrines of 'Election,' and 'Freewill,' have to be held in balance; so here the balancing truth is that WHEN THEY ACT IN CONFORMITY TO HIS INTENTIONS IN CREATION – as GOOD parents, children, workers, bosses, etc, 2:14-15, God takes pleasure in fallen humanity, and their actions, Prov 8:31; Mt 21:15-16; Acts 10:1-6, etc. His grief in the corruption of the world is balanced by His joy in men such as Noah, and Job, Gen 6:5-8; Job 1:8. There's truth in both the negative and positive views of Israel in the wilderness, Ps 78:40; 106:14; Jer 2:2-3; Hosea 9:10. God valued all Israel's positive responses to His love, in the wilderness, even though almost all  the adult Israelites who came out of Egypt perished there.





� Theological speculation and argument for4 and against Calvinism etc is the Devil's snare to distract us from rejoicing and living in the light of God's revelation of Himself and His will, 2 Tim 2:14. Whatever the virtues or vices of their followers, there's no evidence that Calvin used his freewill less energetically or effectively than Arminius. Certainly the effect of these truths on Paul the writer was to spur him on to offer Salvation freely to "Whosoever will," and knowledge of the eternal security of the Believer set him and his hearers free to concentrate on pleasing the Lord in reliance on the Spirit, knowing and fellowshipping with Him to the fullest possible extent in the process, 2 Cor 5:1-10; Phil 3:7-21.





� The Jewish race didn't PRODUCE Christ. God the Son, for their Salvation and for our Salvation took up Abraham's descendants and so made them HIS BROTHERS, Heb 2:5-18. He was born under the law, to redeem those under law to give them sonship, Gal 4:4. Christ had come to them FROM God before He came to them from Israel – from David’s descendants, and David’s town, Bethlehem. And they rejected Him – crucified Him. It should weigh heavily on our hearts as we see Christ on the Cross dying for us all, and those around us still perishing. No community on earth is transformed unless Believers and Preachers are burdened about its lostness. We need God's help to break free from our selfish love of ease, so that we can face the reality of our Gospel responsibility.





� It's not that what we do makes no difference to whether God blesses us or not, but that what those who are blessed choose to do is chosen within the larger secure framework of what God makes possible. Of course God knew beforehand what Jacob, Esau, and each of us would choose to do with their lives, but it's not a case of God using His foreknowledge to pick the winners. God's CHOOSING stands not by what men choose, or do, but by HIS choice - "You've not chosen Me, I've chosen you," Jn 15:16. Of course they - and each of us who belong to Christ - in some way and at some time CHOSE Him, but our choice was possible only because of HIS CHOICE. Maybe us married people find this easier to understand - any human relationship that has value involves something of mutual, reciprocal choice. Many a man who is certain that HE chose his partner, and she responded, may learn in due course that she chose him first, and quite deliberately made it possible for him to choose her. It matters nothing. Their mutual joy is in their mutual choice. So, considering who GOD is, it's no surprise that our choice, real though it was, lay within His choice. God's ELECTION doesn't rule out our responsibility - we're to make our calling and election sure 2 Pet 1:10-11, by choosing to make every possible effort to choose all that God's chosen for us.





� Whether we are Parents, Teachers, Elders etc, it's not LOVING to let those under our care run wild. Empty threats or trivial punishments are likely to harden. If something is serious, and the facts are clear, we must treat it seriously enough to stop it dead right away. This is especially true early in life. God made it quite clear to Samuel not to copy Eli's sons. But generally, aware of our limitations as well as responsibilities, we need to copy His patient love by standing far enough back for those under our care so that they are able to develop into independence of us, and dependence on the LORD.





� If a potter wishes to make delicate glazed ware, the thin walls of such objects, and the intense heat needed to bake and glaze them, make a high rate of failure certain. The Potter may check and see that most of the objects in the kiln will be fit only for destruction, BUT HE KEEPS THE KILN FIRED TO THE END FOR THE SAKE OF THE FEW EXCELLENT OBJECTS that will survive. God's patience with King Manasseh, and the city he ruined beyond redemption, 2 Ki 21, permitted the reign of his Godly grandson Josiah, and in old age, Manasseh himself repented and turned to God. That the bulk of Israel failed didn't mean God's work had failed. The success of a diamond mine is measured not in the tons of waste clay thrown aside, but in the ounces of diamonds gained.





� Some argue that because the Law is Holy and Good it cannot be set aside, and Christians must live by it. But the HOLINESS of the Law can never make men holy – make them fit for fellowship with God who is Holy. And the superior Holiness of Christ and His work proclaimed in the Gospel, does make men holy, and enables them to live in fellowship with Him, 8:1-16. And the Law IS “GOOD,” only if it is used lawfully – i.e. for the purpose for which it was given, 1 Tim 1:8-11. The God-ordained use of the Law is not that we should use it as a means of righteous living, but that we should allow it to force us to put our trust in Christ, alone, and in His righteousness alone, Gal 3:19-25; 4:1-7, 28:31’ 5:1-6.





� Often quotes from God's OT Word are placed in a new setting, with some change of meaning or emphasis. This isn't dishonest. The Spirit as source of the OT is the best judge as to the appropriate use of Scripture 2 Pet 1:21. Often the NT setting suits the quotation better than the old. OT setting. What Ps 22:1, or Isa 7:14 meant to the people who heard them in their original setting is unclear. In the New, they so perfectly describe aspects of the Lord's birth and death that it seems almost the sole purpose for their having been given. Still we need to explore and understand the OT statements in their settings, or we may miss the point.





� We must beware of the tendency to excuse all sin as being the result of unfortunate upbringing or circumstances. To do so slanders God, and hinders repentance and change. We rightly recoil in horror from what the Bible says is the future of Christ rejecters. We can't comprehend what it means, but GOD CAN. He took it on Himself on the Cross, 1 Pet 2:24, 2 Cor 5:21 so that they might never experience it. We've a solemn responsibility to witness, work, pray, and give time and money to bring the Gospel to them effectively - WE, never do all that we can, but God certainly has done all that He can – all that is necessary for every man’s salvation, Jn 1:29; Acts 17:30-31. Heb 10:26-31 reminds us that Christ crucified stands between those who've heard His Gospel, and the punishment of their sins, and THEY TRAMPLE THE SON OF GOD UNDERFOOT as they go uncaring to their reward. They WIN, they get their own way and so He loses, and they lose. Cp Mt 23;37-38; Lk 13:34-35. We're responsible to do all we can to plead with them to be reconciled to God, Ezek 33; 2 Cor 5:14-21.





� A modern Non-Christian Jew, Pinchas Lapide, in his book “The Resurrection of Jesus,” points this out. On Page  16. He states this plainly "It took a minority of Jews to say YES to him, and the majority to say NO, to drive the history of Salvation beyond the particularism of Judaism into the universal horizon of the Nations."





� Other meanings that have been suggested for the FULLNESS- Pleroma are: 1. When the Jews completely do the will of God, as in 13:10  2. Love is the FULFILLMENT- Pleroma of the Law. 3.When the number of Believing Jews is brought to its FULL STRENGTH. 4. When the iniquity of the Jews reaches its FULNESS, as with the Amorites, Gen 15:16. But it seems to me that none of these fit.)





� This may not make sense to us. Within Paul’s lifetime perhaps only a few Jews were provoked into turning to Christ and being blessed, and this has continued over the years since. But God’s Word presents the true view of every situation – the way it is in His sight. God stands outside Time, and what Paul writes has in mind the ultimate blessing of the Nations through the restoration of Israel to faith and blessing, as being directly associated with Israel’s current rejection, the present reality – the background against which Paul’s witness is being presented. 





� That God has promised to give Israel an earthly Kingdom again may seem an alien idea to many. To those reared on the “Scofield Bible” it will be familiar, but perhaps the familiarity that "breeds contempt." Those who proclaimed it were rather too ready to assume knowledge of details of the future from uncertain clues, and so discredited the idea in spite of its solid foundation in Scripture. As the idea that Israel will be restored as a nation was contrary to the main stream of traditional Church teaching, it was considered tactful to ignore it, or treat it lightly so as to be free to fellowship with, and work with other Evangelical Christians.


To assume detailed knowledge of the future IS presumptuous, but it is more presumptuous to brush aside a whole area of truth because some details are unclear, and it seems expedient to do so. National Israel is the subject of this whole chapter. It forms an utterly convincing statement that God still intends to restore it to spiritual and material blessing, and make it a blessing to the Gentiles. This will fulfil all the promises made in Isaiah, Zecharaiah etc THAT ARE NOT FULFILLED IN THE CHURCH.


All commentators I've drawn on are Bible-Believing Christians. ALL AGREE ON WHAT IS SAID, STEP BY STEP. They deal faithfully with Paul's explicit OT quotes. But when it comes to what is MEANT by what's said only Macdonald is comfortable. Briscoe brushes aside the question of what Paul means by what he says, saying that it is divisive, outside his purposes. The rest solemnly lament that it is "difficult" to understand what it means - seemingly unaware that the difficulty is caused by their determination to ignore what Paul had in view - the OT promises to Israel.


They attempt to fit the promises into the Church scene. Cranfield makes the best attempt. He says it "Must mean God's final acceptance of what is now unbelieving Israel." "It cannot denote the spiritual blessings already enjoyed by believing Gentiles." Or "the trickle of Jewish converts to Christ throughout the ages." What Paul is pointing forward to is a startling new intervention of God, and none of those are that. So far what he says is clearly true. But then he dismisses any connection with the setting up of a Jewish state because it's secular, not spiritual. But the current situation fits the prophesied situation that Israel’s restoration would become spiritual, ONLY WHEN Christ reveals Himself as Israel's Deliverer, Zech 12:10-13:1. Cranfield concludes by saying "It's difficult to resist the conclusion that LIFE FROM THE DEAD should be taken as the final resurrection itself, and that Paul's meaning is that the RECEIVING of the mass of Israel can signify nothing less than the final consummation of all things.” I.e. God’s Judgement Day, and the eternal consequences of it.


Cranfield has already said that Paul’s words “Must mean God's final acceptance of what is now unbelieving Israel." But now he says it means the final Judgment when they – as unbelievers facing Judgement will all go to Hell! Throughout the chapter he's correctly built up the fact that the rejection of Christ by the "Mass of Rebellious Israel" isn't final but will be reversed at a future date - and NOW says that this restoration to blessing means their facing final Judgment condemnation, and being replaced by resurrected Jewish Believers. That such an event could be called restoration of Israel, and that it will bring blessing to Gentiles greater than the Gospel brought, is absurd. Whatever what God is saying through Paul may mean in detail, the main thrust is clear. At some time in the future God will intervene and bring Israel into faith and blessing. And that from their restored state of fellowship with God, there will flow out an ongoing blessing. And, that blessing will be much greater than that which flowed out from the Christ-accepting minority of Jews, following God’s intervention which formed the Church on the Day of Pentecost.





� Alternatives suggested, but unlikely are: 1. The minority believing Jews sanctify the LUMP of rebellious Israel - as in 1 Cor 7:14. So at some future date the offspring of the interchange between believing and rebellious Israel will be sanctified. 2. Recently Jewish converts have formed groups/churches of "MESSIANIC JEWS" retaining Jewish customs – they may be the  firstfruits. 3 Jesus Christ IS the "Firstfruit" who sanctifies all who associate themselves with Him by Faith. That’s true, but not relevant.





� In the LXX the Greek words for All Israel used here, are used with this meaning in 1 Sam 7:5, 1 Ki 12:1; 2 Chr 12:1, Dan 9:11. Isaiah and Zechariah clearly promise a national Salvation that excludes unbelieving Jews. The Rabbis also said "All Israel have a share in the world to come" - followed by a list of exceptions, Sadducees, heretics, magicians, the licentious etc, Mishnah Sanhedrin 10.





� To have created man as a free agent who couldn't and wouldn't sin is impossible. A God of righteousness couldn't create man and make any ruling that made it inevitable that any individual man must be doomed. That rules out what most of mankind seem to expect God to do -decree a cut off point for Salvation. E.g. Give Salvation to those who did more good than harm, or for those who tried hardest to be good, or those who would be most useful to God after they were saved. Instead of drawing any such line God decreed that there should be only one classification for sinful mankind- SINNERS- Those who have disbelieved/disobeyed Him. As this ruled no-one out it was fair to all – it was A RIGHTEOUS decree.


As Creator He accepted responsibility for the evil consequences  inevitable in creating man, and took them upon himself on the Cross, Jn 1:29; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13; 1 Pet 2:24. And He declared that there should be only ONE requirement for men to qualify for mercy  - Salvation should be free to ALL sinners who asked for it. A merciful decree that provided Salvation by Grace alone, to be received simply by taking God at His word - i.e. by Faith. Men, especially Jews, miss out because they will not abandon their claim to superior self-righteousness. But it opens the door to all, whatever their genetic or social background. God created man in order to show His MERCY on them. He offers that Mercy to all, on the same grounds. 





� People who grew up in relative poverty, and were helped by kind Christian neighbours, as I did, find it easy to realise this. Christians who have never experienced poverty may feel they need to reach a much higher standard of living before they can give much. While us Christians have some responsibility to meet the physical needs of the poor, I believe our first responsibility is to give to meet the spiritual needs of the world’s poor –especially Bibles, etc. In a land like New Zealand the meeting of material needs can be left largely to the compassionate among the materialists and humanists.





� Note the way 2 Pet 1:2-8 shows us how the Believer is to accept God’s wonderful provision in Christ, and build up patiently a life that is crowned with brotherly love - while Gal 5:22-25 sets out these qualities that mark the Christian life, viewing them from the source – as the fruit of the Spirit.





� Is it wrong for those under “Democratic Governments” to criticise their Government? As the system of Government requires its citizens to decide who will be in the Government by choosing who they will vote for, it is necessary for them to discuss everything the Government does – and to decide whether it is right or wrong. Whether they vote, or don’t vote, they share responsibility for the kind of Government elected. We can’t blame God for giving us the Government that our people chose. To me, that is simple. The strong temptation I had to fight as a School teacher was to criticise the policies, decisions, etc of the Government Education Department which employed me – as if I always knew better than they did. We must always guard against our self-righteous pride – God has chosen to give the position of authority to them, (through whatever means they obtained it) not to us, and as His servants they are answerable to Him, not to us. Our struggles in exercising our own more limited authority should move us to pray for them in theirs.





� In practice this isn’t simple. The man with the weak-sensitive conscience may be right in claiming that God’s will HAS been made clear in some matter, and those who want to hush up his protests may also be right - because things with higher priorities need to be dealt with first. The Pharisee in me is uncomfortable in a congregation where hatless women lead in worship, but it’s a joy to me if I know that those doing so have recently been won to Christ. I have to confess that the state of any believer’s heart before God, their reputation among their neighbours, and their willingness to be dead to selfish ambitions, in order to win them to Christ, is vital. The outward details of dress, language, and behaviour is not. If I visited an Assembly and found their style of worship featured a band, shallow words sung to “Christian rock” tunes, prayers, praises, and “messages” expressed in casual language etc that left the deep things of the Gospel ignored, I would be shocked. As a child – physically or spiritually - I outgrew the equivalent of that sort of stuff 60 years ago. Surely our congregations should not be allowed to fall below the spiritual level they reached years ago, and each generations should build worship-fellowship with God to a higher level than the previous generation! But in asking God to do that am 1 not being ridiculous? In God’s order, each generation of trees in a forest MUST START AT GROUND LEVEL – none can “reach upward to heaven” starting from the tree-top level of the previous one. If I see the ground-level of life in this world today as being so horrible as to make godliness seem impossible in it – that should make me appreciative of what God does manage to get young Christians to be and do.





� Many years ago, far from home, I met a “non-Assembly” Believer from a foreign town. He was a kindly and friendly man, and asked questions about our beliefs and practices, as he thought he knew nothing of us.  As I was trying to explain the NT Church concepts that guide us I remembered the name of a NZ missionary who was witnessing in the man’s home town. In response he thought for a while and then said “Yes I have heard of him – they have quarrels in their church!” That those Assembly Christians believed what I believed, and were known for their quarrelling, gave him confidence that his remaining in a denomination that was known for loving good-works was more honouring to the Lord. 





� Alcoholic addiction is a tragedy for individuals and their families. "Social drinking" causes car crashes, and lapses into sexual immorality, especially among young folk. Those of us who have seen this, will not drink alcohol because of the probability that it would be a stumbling block/ cause of scandal among some who imitated us. We gladly deprive ourselves of the potential pleasure knowing that we have plenty of wholesome, enjoyable alternative drinks. Timothy hadn't these, but a little wine in the water he drank would kill disease organisms that caused his constant digestive upsets. It's pointless to deny that wine was praised in Scripture as pleasure-giving and part of celebrations. Sadly those who diverted their Gospel preaching efforts into political efforts to enforce “Prohibition” of alcohol achieved only temporary gains, that soon became counterproductive. Legislating against alcohol, or any other drug abuse within the church or the nation is not Biblical. Proclaiming the Lordship of Christ, and patient acceptance and edification of our brothers is. 





� As the strong is being asked to give up his freedom, and identify with the weak at cost to himself, it may remind us that Christ associated Himself with penitent Israelites at His baptism, He paid temple tax etc. In His death He, the strong, so totally identified with us, the weak, that He bore all our spiritual infirmities, being made sin for us. He demonstrated that bringing good to others at cost to self is a greater joy than self-pleasing, Heb 12:1-3. This is gloriously true but here it's reproaches aimed at God that fell on Him. Perhaps those of the "Principalities and Powers" at the marring of God's Creation which are silenced forever by the Son taking all the consequences on Himself and showing the ultimate triumph of God's wisdom in the Church, Eph 3:10. In a sense God WAS vulnerable to reproach for the state of Creation. Christ took on Himself the cost of putting it right.








