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INTRODUCTION

Comments on Commentaries- I'm finding Heading's notes increasingly helpful, while those written from a different doctrinal background from his and mine continue to demonstrate that whatever their religious background those who look to God for instruction and guidance in His Word will find 2 Tim 3:15-17 blessedly true. 

Matthew as ONE of FOUR Gospels- Additional- If we had only ONE account of the Life and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ we might think we knew the exact order of events in His life, the exact form of words in which they must be stated, and that every godly reader must come to identical convictions as to what they meant. Study shows nothing to support this idea. God has chosen not to give us the truth set out in a single, rigid, never-to-be-varied form that we could be legalistic about. The difference between overlapping accounts may be due to each writer seeing, hearing, or remembering things in his own way, or they may record different occasions when a similar thing was said or done. 

We can't be sure that any Scripture in Matthew is reporting the same incident as Mark or Luke. But different words, tenses etc are used in apparently parallel verses which suggests God chose not to preserve His Gospel truth in one form of words. Eg Mt 6:24 NO MAN/No one- Oudeis <-> Lk 16:13 No SERVANT- Oudeis Oiketes, otherwise the verses seem identical. Mt 8:2 The Leper WORSHIPPED/knelt before- Proskuneo <-> Mk 1:40 BESEECHING- Parakaleo and KNEELING DOWN- Gonupeteo <-> Lk 5:12 FELL ON HIS FACE- Pipto epi Prosopon AND BESOUGHT HIM- Deomai. In Mt 8:5-6 the centurion seems to speak directly to Jesus, and describes the sickness in general terms. In Lk 71-10 he speaks through Jewish Elders and describes the sickness in technical terms. Mt 17:15 The father calls Jesus LORD- Kurios. Mk 9:17 he says MASTER/Teacher- Didaskalos. It seems that under the Spirit's guidance the writers of the Gospels were free to select and arrange the remembered facts in different ways so as to present their specific view of the multi-faceted glory of the life and work of Immanuel. In doing so the form of words used changes at times both the doctrinal impact, and the practical lessons which readers are to draw from what's been recorded. 

STRUCTURE
Theme 1  -  DISCIPLESHIP

5:1-7:29 Sermon on the Mount. End marker 7:28-29.

(After having them with Him in His preaching and healing ministry 4:23-25, Jesus teaches the Disciples the principles of His Kingdom - contrasting its values with traditional Judaism.) 

Theme 2  -  APOSTLESHIP
8:1-9:35. Jesus shows His authority over disease, demons, and nature, 

9:36-10:42. The 12 Disciples are given a share in His work - reinforced by warnings and promises of rewards. End marker 11:1.

While Matthew is full of OT references, it's proving to be a seed-bed for the truths set out in Paul's Epistle to the Romans. We must not rob ourselves by directing its light away from our lives by restricting it to the Jews and the dispensation of Law. To do so is to risk ignoring its warnings against the display of self-righteousness, pre-occupation with material possessions etc. 
CHAPTER   SIX

6:1-18 Fulfilling Religious Duties as Disciples 

(In Ch 5 the Lord showed that righteousness is a right relationship with God shown by sharing His attitude towards our fellow men. Now He shows that the religious observances the Pharisees were so scrupulous about were an empty show if not aimed at pleasing the Father. What's done to please men is rewarded by being praised by men. What is done as an expression of loving obedience to God will be praised/ rewarded by Him in heaven. The OT gave no encouragement to parading one's religious activities, but human nature always tends to look for credit for "being Good." Cp Rom 2:28-29.)

6:1-4 Religious Duty  A  -  Giving to Those in Need

(A Jewish thing. Greeks had no word for alms-giving as it wasn't part of their culture.)

6:1-2 Be careful not to do YOUR ALMS- Eleemosune. [RT] Your showing mercy to the poor /acts of righteousness- Dikaiosune, [Nes] Your acts of practical righteousness in being the channel of God's Mercy to the poor. **1 BEFORE MEN TO BE SEEN- To show people how good or religious you are. if you do.. NO REWARD from YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN- That what we say or do can bring pleasure to the God of Glory, and earn a reward from Him, is an uplifting thought. But our motives must be right if our giving is to have any permanent value. See 23:5; 1 Th 2:4. Cp 1 Cor 13:1-3. Don't make a public show of doing things to please God. Self-conscious witness is self-advertising. Our human nature likes to be the centre of attention - says with the small child Look at ME! This is quite different from Faith, which is the desire to please God, Heb 11:6. And Faith is shown in obedience to the revealed will of God/ unobtrusive fellowship with Him in His attitude and purposes of Mercy set out in Ch 5, etc. This will manifest the Good Works God saved us for, not earn us among men a reputation for being self-righteous, Eph 2:8-10.

THEREFORE/So whenever you give to the needy- As in Lk 11:41; 12:33; Acts 3:2-10, etc. God had commanded His people to do this, Deu 15:7-11; Ps 112:9, and by NT times it was well-organised - Synagogues have been unearthed with lists of donors carved in stone. DO NOT announce it with trumpets- At times of special need trumpets were sounded to call people to prayer, but this is probably figurative. 

AS HYPOCRITES DO- Hupokrites- An actor performing for an audience, wearing a mask which indicated the role he was playing at the time. So, anyone who pretends to being something he isn't at heart, as in  23:13-15, 23-29; 24:51. IN SYNAGOGUES- Generous people were invited to the front of the Synagogue, praised, and seated with the Rabbis. To be honoured by men- So people will praise them. THEY HAVE received- A commercial term - paid in full. THEIR REWARD in full- If when men do anything for God they want to be successful, popular and praised, God can't accept what they've done as serving Him at all. He demonstrated that for all time with Ananias, Acts 5:1-6. 

Footnote **1 Jews called giving to the poor Tsedaqah- Righteousness. Jacob ben Asher interpreted Isa 54:14 to mean that, and wrote "Its practice will alone bring about Israel's redemption." 

6:3-4 WHEN you give.. Do not let your LEFT HAND KNOW- A vivid picture of avoiding all needless publicity. When your left hand gives, it should be done naturally, and left at that - no need to have the right hand join it in clapping applause! Treasurers, handling other people's giving, need to keep careful records and issue receipts to maintain transparent honesty, 2 Cor 8:13-21, but the fewer who know about what we give the better. **2. God doesn't drop "Donated by your Creator" leaflets with the rain He sends on the just and unjust. It all happens naturally and unobtrusively, and so it should with our good works. Jesus expected disciples to give as an echo in their heart of their Father's concern for people, and in fellowship with Him. Inevitably some of our giving will be known, but PARADED good works bring ridicule from the world rather than praise for our Father, 5:16.

Your giving.. SECRET- A private thing between you and God. your FATHER sees- God cares about and sees all we do, appreciates, and is eager to praise as Jesus praised the Widow for her gift, Mk 12:41-44. Cp 10:42; 1 Cor 3:8. will REWARD you OPENLY- God will publicly acknowledge that you acted in fellowship with Him/ His purposes. Cp 25:34-40. God who, without fuss, sends rain on parched fields delights in seeing His children acting as He does. I find it easy to give help, but when those helped show only passing appreciation and no visible change for the better I just as easily lose interest. This shows that the desire to be appreciated, and feel successful in the Lord's service played a large part in my "doing good." Disappointments in His service challenge us to accept them as fellowship with Christ in His sorrow at the frustration of His grace in their lives, 23:37. We can do this by His love in us, Rom 5:5, knowing that nothing done in fellowship with Him is wasted, 19:29; Acts 20:35; 2 Cor 9:8-15; Gal 6:9; Col 3:12-17, 22-24 - we'll meet it again on "the other side," 2 Cor 5:6-10; 2 Tim 1:12. Fallen human nature may imagine ourselves strutting around in Glory being admired as a visible success to compensate for our lack of success here, OR it may disdain any thought of being rewarded as beneath our imagined selfless holy desire for God - Pride makes both miss the point. God NOTICES our actions, not as a distant God keeping a righteous record of our account with Him, but as a loving Father of a loved child, whose every deed is important to Him. The child who seeks fellowship with the Father - the limited, momentary fellowship available now - is rewarded by the unbroken, ever-growing fellowship in Glory. **3. The servant who shares with His crucified-risen Lord His work and rejection in this hostile world finds that fellowship in suffering bursting into permanent flower in shared joy and triumph in Glory. Faith comes to God because it believes He rewards, Heb 11:6, confident that any rewards are His concern, not ours, 20:1-16. 

Footnote **2 The Apostle Paul quoted the generosity of the Macedonian Believers to encourage those at Corinth to give, 2 Cor 8:1-5, but this publicised the generosity of a GROUP. And accountability required knowledge of amounts collected and transmitted. Modern professionally-organised, high pressure fund raising can be very profitable for the staff involved, TV stations used etc, and is quite different from giving prompted by personal fellowship with God in prayer. 

Footnote **3 Love between a man and woman moves them to think of and do things to please each other. The reward of this is marriage with the right to ever-growing surrender of self and its rights in a closeness of giving and receiving. 

6:5-15 Religious Duty  B  -  Praying

(Praying is talking to God. It should be natural, yet directed. ) 

6:5-6 not.. HYPOCRITE- Putting on a theatrical show for an audience. THEY LOVE TO PRAY.. SYNAGOGUES- Where the prayer leader stood at the front. To be chosen to do so was an honour. on THE CORNERS OF STREETS- In view of people on both streets. No rules encouraged this, but anyone who strictly kept the afternoon time of prayer, Acts 3:1, could take care to be in such a public place when prayer was due! A Rabbinic rule forbad praying LOUDLY in public, which was taken as approving praying QUIETLY in public. For us, giving thanks for food in a restaurant IS a witness to God, but there's a problem with prayer as a WITNESS because prayer is a God-ward activity and we can easily become more aware of our public than of our God. The Lord encouraged group-praying - plural verbs in 18:19-20; 21:22; 26:41, point to group-prayer. Cp Acts 2:42; 4:23-31; 12:5, 12; 13:1-3, etc. See also the public prayer in 1 Ki 8; Neh 9:1-3. to BE SEEN OF MEN- They chose to pray where as many as possible could see they were praying - using God as an excuse for self-display. THEY HAVE received THEIR REWARD in full.

BUT when you pray- Singular- You individually, emphasised. go INTO your room- Tameion. A small windowless/ airless room used for storing goods. This meant it had a door, and so was the only place (in most houses) where time could be spent in prayer without it being obvious to the household. Under the Law, the glorious Holy of Holies was the only place where the High priest alone could meet with God. Under Grace/ the fulfilled Law, God is present with us even in a drab storeroom, Jn 4:23-24; Heb 10:16-22. And our stumbling attempt to say something to God is made effective by His Spirit, Rom 8:26. 

SHUT/close your DOOR- Cp Elisha, 2 Ki 4:33. PRAY TO your FATHER who IS IN SECRET/unseen- God and His things are invisible, AND all-important, 2 Cor 4:8-18. His omnipresent invisibility, Jer 23:24, sets us free to pray unselfconsciously anywhere. Cp our Lord, 26:39-42; Mk 1:35; 6:46; Lk 5:16, etc. Real fellowship with God in prayer can grow only when our being alone with God frees us from distractions. When, as a child of God, sincere, confident, reverent conversation with our Father becomes a habit, Public Prayer can be built on it. This requires us to fellowship with others, vocalising thoughts they can share, and may see more clearly through our insight, Acts 2:42; 1 Cor 14:15-17. When God dominates our thoughts we largely ignore the presence of others and pray "secretly" to God, Neh 2:4; Dan 6:10. 

YOUR FATHER will REWARD.. OPENLY- The Glory of our knowing and being known, manifested joyfully, Jude 24, is a triumph of Grace, and the wisdom of God, Eph 3:10. But let's rightly value the privilege of being able to LEARN in this life, privately, making our confused, fumbling steps of faith and fellowship, unseen by any but the Father who enfolds us in His Love.

6:7-8 Do not keep on babbling- Battologeo- A meaningless word, perhaps linked with Hebrew Batel- empty, OR to go on saying batta, batta, babbling sounds as in speaking in "Tongues." Don't say a lot of words that don't make sense. 

AS THE HEATHEN DO/like pagans- As O Baal hear us.. in contrast to Elijah's brief, direct prayer request, 1 Ki 18:26-38. In the Pagan world, prayer was a matter of correctly reciting magic formulas, the more often the better. By attaching many written prayers to wheels, windmills, etc Bhuddist monks claim outstanding efficiency at this. To Protestants saying 50 "Our Fathers.." or "Hail Marys" is ruled out, but we all find it easy to repeat phrases in prayer that don't arise from our heart concerns - even if they were once earnest petitions of our own, or of Godly men we admire. As long as our heart's desire moves us we're encouraged to come again and again with the same petitions to our Father, Lk 11:5-8; 18:1-8. The Lord prayed His request three times, 26:44, as did Paul, 2 Cor 12:8, but the number of words said or amount of time spent in prayer has no value in itself. The Lord sets us free to pray as opportunity presents itself. 

THEY THINK.. HEARD because of.. many words- Pharisees (and devout Jews since) had beautiful, elaborate prayers to say - 18 benedictions 3x daily, blessings before and after meals, etc and so much repetition easily becomes a formality. We're to turn to God continually, 1 Th 5:17, not because God requires it of His children, but because in Grace and Love God is open to us, and praying blesses us with fellowship with Him. The Lord's words set us free to pray briefly, informally, and it's followed by Ask.. Seek.. Knock, as a reminder of the value of persistent prayer, 7:7. Formal times of prayer, and prayer forms, aren't given in the Gospel, and the Lord's recorded prayers are brief, as is the pattern prayer He gave. John 17 records a lengthy prayer, but it's pointed rather than padded. 

Do not.. YOUR FATHER knows- God can't be pushed into action by our pestering Him with a request until it's granted - as a child with a weak parent, Ecc 5:2. See on 7:7-11. And, contrary to a modern theory, our getting the details of what we want just right, insults God. He KNOWS, and in Isa 65:24, says He's ready to answer BEFORE YOU ASK HIM- So why pray at all? In prayer we acknowledge our need of God and our dependence on Him. A parent may well know the child's misdeeds, (and needs) but that child bringing themselves into the parent's presence to confess them, ask forgiveness, ask help to do better, etc, has its value. It's with those who best know us, and our needs, that we talk most often and freely, but with them we don't need to keep repeating the same things. We talk to enjoy and deepen our fellowship, and it's the same with Prayer. The Loved one may be in no doubt of our love, but coming into their presence - physically, or by phone, letter, etc to say it isn't a waste! That our Father knows our needs better than we know them, and has better solutions to them, cuts out both detailed explanations, and our giving detailed, tailored-to-suit-us solutions. Prayer is putting ourselves into our Father's hands, not trying to persuade Him to do what we want. Because God is GOOD long persuasive prayers aren't needed. Because He is GOD information is unimportant. 

6:9-15 The Model Prayer for Disciples

6:9 AFTER THIS MANNER/This is how you should pray- Follow this pattern, not repeat this form of words. The Lord isn't commanding us to repeat the form of words. He is encouraging us to follow the pattern of putting God and His purposes first in our thinking, see our needs as He sees them, and to ask for His provision, pardon, and protection. The Disciples were proclaiming the Kingdom, and as yet knew nothing of the Cross and the Church, but the principles of rightful praying were made so clear in it that the Lord saw no need to provide a specific-for-Christians pattern prayer later. 

OUR- No Believer stands alone. FATHER- Thanks to the indwelling Holy Spirit, in praying we come to God in the confidence a toddler has in a loving Abba= Daddy, Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6, who is interested in us, our hopes and fears, and who can do anything He wishes. **4. IN HEAVEN- The all-powerful, all-knowing, Sovereign of the Universe, far above His Creation, and who must be true to His concerns in responding to our concerns. A good father is the child's friend, but primarily the one responsible to be an example, provider, guardian and lord. Remembering this makes us ashamed of selfish, greedy, wilful or lazy desires and requests. We can't expect God to spare us from schooling/ discipline, Heb 12:4-17, or ask Him to help us beat other members of His family. He is OUR Father, not in any sense meaning we can manipulate Him to our advantage, but that He is the one who has brought us into being, to share His purposes, and in the process become like Him, 5:43-48. HALLOWED.. **5. NAME- Cp Ezek 36:20-23. God revealed Himself by His Name - to know God's Name was to know God, Gen 32:28-29; Ex 3:13-14; Isa 30:27; Rom 9:17. Worship, the realisation of the worthiness of God, is the essential atmosphere of prayer. We must not use His Name lightly, Ex 20:7, but be concerned that His Holiness, His being set apart from all foulness and folly, be acknowledged, Isa 6:1-7; Jn 17:11; Rev 4:8. Our prayer (and that directs our life and labours) should be that everyone may increasingly honour, respect and reverence God in their thinking, speaking and actions. 

6:10 THY/Your KINGDOM COME- In OT the equivalent prayer was for God to come, Isa 35:4; 40:9-10; Zech 14:5. The Kingdom was near/ within reach in the person of the King, His message and miracles. His Kingdom is always resisted by men who want to be rulers rather than subjects. Israel rejected its King and His Kingdom, Lk 19:14; Jn 19:15. Today the Kingdom is inward and moral Rom 14:17. It doesn't qualify us for personal perks (health, wealth and happiness in this world) but for the special privilege of fellowship-suffering with the crucified King. And for service-fellowship with Him in bearing the frustrations of life in a fallen world, and proclaiming  His  Gospel  offer of  Salvation-Sonship  based on His Cross,  that will 

Footnote **4 Islam talks about the 99 beautiful names of God. Jesus speaks simply of His disciples coming to God as OUR Father. (For Himself He prayed to/ spoke of MY Father, or THE Father, I am ascending to Your God/ My God, Your Father/ My father Jn 20:17.) To Israel He was  LORD God, Ex 20:2; Deu 5:6, but we glimpse His Fatherhood in Ps 103:13-14; Isa 63:16; 64:8.

Footnote **5 The synagogue Qaddish prayer runs Exalted and hallowed be His great Name, in the world which He created according to His will. May He let His kingdom rule in your life time.. speedily and soon. 

     fulfil God's purpose in Creation, Rom 8:1-30. Since Adam's rebellion, Gen 3, our natural desire is to rule our own lives, and the lives of others too. To pray "Help us to establish your Kingdom," could so easily mean "Help me to boss others into doing what I think you want done!" Instead we're to ask God to establish His Kingdom/ be Ruler, in us, and in everyone, everywhere, so we become the sort of people He can bless. Cp Christ's mind ruling, Phil 2:1-15. When we realise the centrality of God and His will our ideas and those of others fall into place. His Kingdom will yet come in triumphant glory, power and judgment, 25:31-46; 26:62-64, etc. When this will be isn't our business. Our responsibility is to Pray that God will establish His Kingdom, and, led and empowered by the Holy Spirit, to Proclaim His Word which He uses to spread it, Acts 1:6-8.

THY/Your WILL BE DONE- The whole of our Lord's life on earth was in obedient fellowship with the Father 26:39-42; Jn 5:30; Heb 10:7 so all He did and said reveals God's will. We need to remember this before we ask for things, as true prayer is bringing ourselves and concerns to Him for any instructions He may wish to give us - the surrender of our wills to His will so that what He wants done gets done. God knows best so, as His children/ servants, we qualify our plans with If it's Your will, Act 18:21; Jas 4:15. Our praying, being and doing arise from His will at work in us, Phil 2:12-13; 1 Pet 4:2. God's will is done when we do what we know of it in everything, Col 3:1-24. 

IN EARTH AS IN HEAVEN- In HEAVEN His will is totally done. In the stars and atmosphere even stormy winds do His bidding, Ps 148:8. Our hearts are important, as the source of good or evil actions, 15:19, but we're to be concerned that God's will be done on EARTH, not just in our hearts. We're to speak up for, and live, truth, justice, mercy etc, but our main task is to pray that God's will be done. The world around us desperately needs to be changed, but everyone in it needs to be changed inwardly for that to happen, and only God can work in them although He may use human witness in this. Remembering that His will covers the outworking of all God's purposes of blessing and joy for mankind will keep us from being taken up with OUR spiritual state, OUR duties, OUR Church. 

6:11 GIVE US today- The focus shifts from Heaven's point of view to our vulnerable position on earth. The Disciple struggling with an empty stomach, or nagging feelings of uncertainty, guilt or fear finds it hard to rejoice in God's eternal purposes of grace, love, and glory for mankind. Knowing this the Father asks us to come to Him with our needs, and meets them, Ps 103:1-18; Phil 4:4-13; Jas 1:5-11. OUR DAILY **6. BREAD- God provides food, Ps 145:15-16; Act 14:17, but we have a part to play in answering this prayer. The Manna He gives needs to be gathered promptly and carefully, Ex 16:15-21. "Faith" that expects God to feed us while we loaf is ruled out, Gen 3:19; 2 Th 3:6-15. That we pray OUR, not MY reminds us  that through no fault of their own the needs of our brothers in Christ may have to be met from what God has given us, 2 Cor 8:13-15; Phil 4:10-20; Jas 2:14-17; 1 Jn 3:17. Doing God's will is to be our first concern but that gives us the right to rely on 

Footnote **6 Experts argue whether DAILY- Epiousios means bread for eating today, or for tomorrow's needs. It may occur in an Egyptian account book as meaning daily ration. 

     Him to feed and clothe us, 6:33, so we're to ask Him to keep His promise. To provide the Bread of Life is our first responsibility, and to preach and practise the Gospel is essential for improving the provision of food for the hungry, **7  but we shouldn't be comfortable having too much while others are desperately short of the necessities of life. We're entitled to thank God for cake, but are urged to pray only for bread - poverty or luxury exposes us to risks, Prov 30:8-9. Having full food shelves, and bank accounts, makes sincere praying of this prayer difficult. Continuing to spend our income, and mortgage our future income on luxuries makes it impossible, 1 Tim 6:17. We don't live by bread alone, but we do need food, and that involves work, money, good government, laws and security - we're praying for the whole socio-economic structure of society. 

6:12 FORGIVE **8 US OUR DEBTS- This isn't a repentant sinner asking for the JUDICIAL forgiveness of sins provided at Calvary, granted at conversion, through Faith in the Son of God under the new covenant, Heb 10:14-17, etc. That forgiveness of our sins is unconditional, a sovereign act of God's Grace, but it makes us His child, committed to being, like Him, a forgiving person, 5:43-48. This is a child of God coming to his Father asking for the PARENTAL forgiveness needed to maintain fellowship with God, and family fellowship with His people. Cp David Ps 32:1-5; 51:2-9. In OT thinking the obligations to God we have failed to meet were debts/ sin that  built up a wall that cut us off from God and His blessings, Isa 59:2. The Lord commands us to come to God and ask to have all our debts cancelled, and the separation from God removed, 1 Jn 1:5-9. To ask Him to forgive if we're not forgiving others is like saying "Father I defy your command to forgive my brother, but forgive me for that sin I intend to continue in - I'm happy to know that Christ, knowing I would sin like this, had to bear the punishment for it on the Cross." A forgiving spirit is the fruit of the Spirit - refusal to forgive grieves and may quench His work in our hearts. 5:21-26; 2 Cor 5:9-10, apply.

AS- Not because, not as the basis of God's forgiving us (that would be salvation by works) but that our forgiving them is an extension of God's having forgiven us. WE FORGIVE/have forgiven- Forgiven people must be forgiving people - to ask God to forgive us when we won't forgive others is hypocrisy. Forgiveness has never been earned, God be MERCIFUL to me a sinner- is the plea that's met by grace. Such a broken, contrite heart, open to forgiveness, is also open to forgiving others. Knowing our need of mercy moves us to show mercy. Cp 18:23-35; Lk 6:37; Eph 4:32; 5:1.

Footnote **7 The economic prosperity of the Western world grew out of the Protestant Reformation and its work ethic- we're still reaping what our ancestors sowed! 

Footnote **8 The Gospel demands that we confess the reality of our sin, claim forgiveness, and put our lives in order. As a result of this the need for forgiveness used to be felt generally. Today Psychology provides people with the excuse that childhood distress, or the economic evils of society, are to blame for even their most vile and cruel actions. Even "Christian Counselling" may be directed at the removal of guilt feelings, and the upbuilding of their self-esteem, helping them to cope comfortably with living sinfully. This is tragic, as only those willing to confess their sin and forsake it can have the joy of forgiveness, and the power to live in fellowship with God which is needed to enjoy abundant life - growing into Christ-likeness. 

6:13 LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION- Spare us from being TESTED. God doesn't bring evil before people as an attractive option with a view to their doing it, Jas 1:13. But He allows their loyalty to Him and His revealed will to be tested as part of the growth process, **9 Gen 22:1-2; Ex 16:4; Ps 17:3; Heb 11:17; Rev 2:10, etc. It's hard to bear, but removes dross, Job 23:10-12, disciplines us helpfully, Heb 12:4-11, strengthens our confidence in the Lord, Rom 5:3-4; 1 Pet 1:6-9; Jas 1:2-4. If we're proudly eager to face tests like Goliath Give me a man.. 1 Sam 17:10, we may find we can't cope with a boy! Cp Peter Lord I'll never deny, Mk 14:29. To know that only God can enable us to come through tests safely, and is willing to deliver us, is wholesome, 1 Cor 10:13; Heb 4:14-16, etc. We tend to START with petitions to the Lord for guidance. The Lord wants us to wait until after we've asked for help to know and do His will, BEFORE petitioning, as unwillingness to do His will is our only problem. To have one's feet rightly placed at the critical moment is important for an Athlete, etc. The crisis/ test/ opportunity to witness may be sprung on us at any moment and may catch us out of step with the Lord - I've learned to pray "Lord help me to want to do your will in any crisis, and on the run-up to it." 

DELIVER US FROM EVIL/the evil one- Help us to avoid sinning, grieving the Holy Spirit, disgracing the family of God, and God Himself who has blessed us in His love. Save us from the evil that surrounds us, OR, from Satan as the Evil One, Cp 13:19; Jn 17:15; 1 Jn 2:13-14; 3:12; 5:19.

FOR THINE.. KINGDOM.. POWER.. GLORY,, AMEN- [RT] This ends the prayer well, even if it was probably added later **10 to make the prayer more suitable for inclusion in formal Church "Services" modelled on OT Rituals and Solomon's doxology in 1 Chr 29:11-12. (A dubious use in view of 6:5-8.) 

6:14-15 IF FORGIVE.. YOUR FATHER WILL FORGIVE- Aphiemi- Apo- From. Hiemi- To send away, cancel debts, forgive sins, remove them so they no longer cut us off from God, or each other. Parental forgiveness in a good family depends on children forgiving each other. In my youth I heard hard men insist this didn't apply to us as we are under Grace. But 18:23-35 is about Grace-given forgiveness. For us not to forgive others is a disgraceful failure to behave as a child of a forgiving Father, and calls for His discipline. Cp 1 Tim 2:8. 

Footnote **9 It doesn't say THE Trial/ Tribulation that precedes the Lord's Coming in Judgment. Simply keep us from Testing/ trial/ persecution as a general request.

Footnote ** 10 Some Mss have For yours is the power for ever and ever. or For yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit forever. Amen." The shorter form is likely to be the original form as it's more likely that a scribe would add a doxology than omit one.

6:16-18 Religious Duty - C  -  Fasting

6:16-18 WHEN you FAST- Go without food etc to honour God, by choice, or incidental to His service as in 2 Cor 11:27. The Law required fasting on Atonement Day, Lev 16:29-31, as it was associated with mourning, 9:14-15. Faced with tragedy no-one feels like eating, Dan 6:18; Acts 27:33, so fasting was normal in times of danger, Est 4:3, and God acknowledged it, Joel 2:12-14. Regular fasting was organised after the Exile. The Pharisees fasted on Mondays and Thursdays, and made sure everyone noticed they did, 6:16, but it left them without righteousness before God 5:20; Lk 18:12-14. Isa 58:1-12 says kind deeds are true fasting. Cp Jer 14:12; Zech 7:5-7. Our Lord said it wasn't fasting etc that marks His disciples off from other good-living people, but an inner fellowship with Him. A meal, the Lord's Supper, expressing God's love for us and our love for one another is central to our witness - not a Fast expressing our Self-denial! But as hunger pangs can be a useful reminder that there's something we intend to pray about specially, fasting is linked with praying in 1 Sam 7:5-6; Neh 1:4; Lk 2:37; Acts 13:2-3; 14:23. **11 

SAD/sombre- Used of the faces of Pharaoh's servants in LXX Gen 40:7. DISFIGURE FACES- Leave face unwashed, hair uncombed, look sad to show they are fasting- Using a show of self-denial as a way of self-glorification! Self-advertising in the things of God is hypocrisy. Beware of being Ananaias, Acts 5. received THEIR REWARD in full- Some want to be seen as holy, Isa 65:5, but youth workers pretending to be shockingly worldly to be popular with youth, are no better.

WHEN you fast- Many Religions (Hindu, Bhuddist, Moslem, Roman Catholic and Orthodox Christianity) regard Fasting as a formal routine that marks men out as being specially Holy. The Lord has just warned us against this, but we may well choose to give up for the furtherance of the Lord's work, many things as Paul did, and with protesting embarrassment pointed it out, 1 Cor 9:1-16; 2 Cor 11:16-12:13. If we do, that's between us and our Lord, and as far as possible He should be the only one who knows we're doing it. put oil on- Normal hair care WASH your FACE.. your FATHER.. will REWARD.
6:19-34 Discipleship & Material Possessions

(Our natural inclination is to think that heaping up possessions is success and security. But by asking God to give us our daily bread we're saying we trust Him and His fatherly care. Jesus says we must choose between being greedy, worried materialists, or being contented children of God. Cp Lk 12:22-34; 16:13.) 

6:19-21 Do not store UP TREASURES on EARTH- The material possessions so valued in our Western world. Cp treasure of religious reputation, 6:1-6. The Lord Jesus warns against our natural tendency to pile up more and more wealth and possessions, take pride in them, rely on them. Every one is slave of what dominates him - what he treasures, Jn 8:34; 1 Cor 6:12-13; 9:24-27; 2 Pet 2:19.

Footnote **11 In the earlier Mss there's no mention of Fasting in 17:21; Mk 9:29; Acts 10:30; 1 Cor 7:5. It seems to have been added there when Christians imagined self-denial made them holier, and many became hermits, monks, etc.

MOTH- destroy cloth. RUST- The word is literally eating, as in eating food, Jn 4:32, etc so may refer to Ecc 5:11. Or the corrosion that eats into most metals. THIEVES BREAK in- Earthly treasures are at risk from fallen human nature, as well as Nature. No matter how successful the greedy are they can't enjoy what they have for fear of losing it, Prov 23:4-5. Earthly treasures seem solid and real, but yesterday's financial success may be tomorrow's bankrupt, and anything we gain is lost when life goes. This should determine our values, 2 Pet 3:7-11. The Lord isn't being a spoil-sport. He's talking out of love for mankind with a view to their eternal riches. Solomon set his heart on gold to his own loss, 1 Ki 10:14-29. Cp Acts 5:1-10; 8:20; Jas 5:1-6. Like the happiness it brings, earthly treasure is temporary, so we're to use it well while we have it, Lk 16:1-9.

LAY/store UP- be laying UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN- See Mk 10:21; Lu 12:20-21; 16:11. Things of spiritual value appropriate to the presence of God. The wise/ glad use of earthly treasure in the Lord's service is part of this. Treasures Israel received in Ex 12:35 if not made into the Golden Calf could be used in the Service of God, the Tabernacle in which He lived with them, Ex 35:4-9. But the giving of our earthly possessions for the Lord's service is only ONE aspect of our putting ourselves at the Lord's disposal, Rom 12:1-16; 2 Cor 8:1-12. It's Love for our Lord, and sharing His Love for mankind that gives HEAVENLY value to anything we do, 1 Cor 13:1-3; Rev 2:2-5. Cp Phil 3:3-14; 4:17-18; Col 3:2; 1 Tim 6:5-12; Heb 11:24-26. MOTH/ RUST/ THIEVES- Are no threat to the work of His Spirit in us who have been made alive in Christ, and so choose to be dead to self, and alive to God to serve with Him in the freedom of Sonship, Jn 15:1-17; Rom 6:1-11; 7:4-6; 8:1-30. That fellowship and fruitfulness will be fully visible when what God in Grace has blessed us with/ enabled us to do is manifested in Glory, 1 Cor 15:58. The greatest treasure we can lay up for our children is to have them share with us in this. ** 12

WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS.. WILL YOUR HEART BE- This is why our attitude to possessions is important. It makes us see each person we meet as a soul to save or a sucker to exploit! The Lord doesn't say what the treasures are, or how we can store them up in Heaven, except that it's undistracted heart-loyalty to the Lord or not. The Western world is getting richer and richer. TV etc hammers us with new things to covet, presenting the desire to be popular and admired as successful. But to covet possessions or success is idolatry. Col 3:5. Cp Ezek 33:31. We need to respond with Ps 86:11. For us to be eager to bring help to people is fine, but for us to seek praise from them is the sin. When we set our hearts on things above, Col 3:1-25, we realise Reward in heaven is neither a claim on God, nor something to be self-conscious about. It's simply an extension into eternity of fellowship with God and in His work chosen and enjoyed in this life. 

Footnote **12 Jesus doesn't condemn desire - as Buddha did, but redirects it so that the life is invested in things of eternal value.

6:22-23 THE LIGHT/lamp- Photeinos- Brightness, source of illumination OF THE BODY IS THE EYE- The eye shows up the things around us to be what they are, and we use that information in deciding what we'll do. IF your eyes are SINGLE/good **13- Eg if when driving a car you're using your eyes/ concentrating your attention on ONE thing - the road ahead and the traffic - not trying at the same time to watch the scenery, an on-board TV screen, or your companion's face. This is good (NIV) in that it furthers the accurate reporting of THE IMPORTANT thing so that wise decisions can be made. The Lord is saying that if we concentrate on pleasing Him/ laying up treasure in Heaven, Your WHOLE BODY.. FULL OF LIGHT- You will see clearly what the situation is, what you must do, and can live as you should. For the part God's Spirit, and Word, play in this see Eph 5:18-21; Col 3:16-17. **14 If we concentrate on knowing God/ His will we live gladly in fellowship with His purposes, see earthly and heavenly treasure at their true value and make decisions accordingly, Jn 7:17; 15:8-12. Cp Paul's single-minded concern in preaching 1 Cor 1:17-2:5, and personal life, Gal 6:14.

IF your eyes are EVIL/bad- Used of jealousy or selfish greediness, 20:15; Deu 15:9, but here it's the opposite of sincere desire to fellowship with God. To have an eye on selfish advantages, trying to please others or gain possessions, distracts us/leaves us FULL OF DARKNESS- stumbling in the dark, 1 Tim 6:4-10, 17-19; Jas 1:5-7. IF THE LIGHT within you is DARKNESS- If what was provided to give you light is darkened. Physically our eyes can be darkened by glaucoma or a cataract. Spiritually, if we're trying to please God AND gain wealth etc, having two aims so clouds our consciences we're soon in a fog of uncertainty, unable to be sure what God's will is. Only by responding to the Spirit's promptings, and stepping out in obedient faith in God's word, can spiritual sight be restored, Jn 7:17; Rom 8:14-15. 

6:24-25 NO one CAN SERVE- Douleo- be serving as a slave TWO MASTERS- WE can work part-time for two employers, but a slave belonged absolutely to his Owner so he could be at the beck and call of only ONE Master. To win people's favour and the favour of God are competing Goals, 6:1-6. Here it's God and wealth that compete for our obedience. Success in either requires undivided loyalty to God, or to possessions. Those who serve God will have their eyes on Him, and live in that security, Josh 24:16-18; Ps 16:8; 123:1-2; 1 Pet 3:12-15.

HATE/LOVE devoted/DESPISE- At any moment a decision in favour of serving one is a decision against the other. Cp conflicting demands of the Spirit and the Flesh/ natural self, Rom 8:1-17. When we Christians choose to get a certain amount of money or possessions BEFORE we respond to the Lord's claims on us we're despising the Son of God who loved us and gave Himself for us, treating Him with contempt. The same is true when we worry about our lack of material possessions. 

Footnote **13 Haplous- Single, has the idea of being straight-forward, sincere, no mixed motives or goals. Haplotes- Singleness is used of single-mindedness, in sincerity, 2 Cor 1:12; 11:3; Eph 6:5; Col 3:22; and in generosity, Rom 12:8; 2 Cor 8:2; 9:11, 13. 

Footnote **14 That God and His revealed will is Light, and living in light is fellowship with Him in blessedness can be explored in 5:14: 22;13; Ps 44:3; 56:13; 89:15; Isa 42:6; 49:6; 60:20; Jn 1:4-7; 3:19-21; 8:12; 12:35-36; 2 Cor 4:6; 1 Jn 1:5-9; Rev 21:23-24; 22:5.

You CANNOT SERVE- be working for both GOD AND MAMMON/money- Mammon is a Jewish word meaning money, profit, wealth. In the OT wealth could be a sign of God's favour, Job 1:10; 42:10-12; Prov 19:14, but there were stern warnings against gaining it unjustly, Isa 3:14-16; 5:8; Amos 8:4-8. The Lord told one man if he wanted to be perfect to sell all and follow Him, 19:21. But He accepted invitations to wealthy homes and never suggested they were wrong to be rich. His concern was with the proper use of possessions, 6:2-4; 25:31-46; Lk 10:30-37; 16:19-31. Property as the Gift of God is to be received with thankfulness and used well, with our eyes on the Giver, and on eternity. Paul was equally happy with abundance or lack, whichever the Lord sent, Phil 4:11-13. It's not how much or little we have but whether or not we're SLAVES of our possessions - adjusting our consciences, priorities, time, etc to them. It's setting our heart on riches - loving money - that spawns evil, Ps 62:10; 1 Tim 6:4-10. It's not merely unwise or dangerous to serve two Masters, it's impossible! The Lord refuses to share us with idolatry, Eph 5:3-6; Col 3:5. 

THEREFORE- As the above is true, and worrying about possessions is serving Mammon. I tell YOU do not worry- Merimnao- To be worrying, distracted, unable to concentrate on the important thing, 2 Tim 2:4. Anxiety and trust in God are competing masters here. Cp Jn 4:8, 31-34; 6:27, Even when eagerly serving our Master as Martha was, Lk 10:38-42, we can be distracted from fellowship with Him. Forethought is part of all responsible living, and sets us free to both enjoy life, and to serve God. But for us to be worrying is to be ignoring the reality of God, and ignoring His provision that enables His people to live and do His will, Ps 127:2; Isa 32:17; Heb 13:5; 1 Pet 5:7. Worrying cripples our thinking and clouds the enjoyment of life, distracting us from fellowshipping with God in trustful thankfulness, and relaxed service. Paul worked to supply his needs, Acts 20:34, but also cheerfully endured hunger, etc, 2 Cor 11:27. **15

WHAT.. EAT DRINK or wear- A Master who valued his property must provide for the slave so as to retain his services - a starved slave was useless! In our fat Western World we're too interested in gourmet food or Health-fad food and supplements, and "brand name" clothing. If we cared less about them we might well care more to feed and clothe the hungry elsewhere. (And yet it's in the hungry countries that spiritual values may well be placed ahead of materialistic values.)

IS NOT LIFE- Psuche- Soul, life. MORE important THAN food. THE BODY.. than clothes- Isn't there more to living than just eating, drinking, and dressing up. A good Master freed a slave from such worries as a good parent frees a child. The fact that both rich and poor worry about money shows that being rich isn't in itself the cure for worry! Spiritual dress is more important than physical dress, Isa 61:10; Eph 4:24; Col 3:12; 1 Tim 6:8; 1 Pet 3:3-4.

Footnote **15 The Jubilee law was designed to challenge God's people to trust Him for a whole year, and find their needs met without their sowing or reaping, Lev 25:18-22. Their failure to do so is linked with the Exile, Lev 26:33; 2 Chr 36:21. 

6:26-27 the birds.. do not sow, reap.. YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER feeds THEM- God provides for them all, Job 38:41; Ps 145:16; 147:9. God speaks to us through the natural world He created, Rom 1:20 which continues to function efficiently under His care, Job 12:7-10; Ps 104; Prov 6:6-8; Acts 14:17. Birds don't worry over future meals, or live in the lazy "Faith" of 2 Th 3:6-12. God's provision involves persistent effort on their part - our contented, undistracted trust in God also involves forethought and work. But to be pre-occupied with building bigger barns is to miss out on life, Lk 12:16-21. It's the bird SPECIES and the disciple SPECIES that's maintained - individuals in either species will live long or briefly, but always long enough. And, we're included in our Father's concern to provide for the needs of His people. Those who make themselves and their possessions available for God to use find they have sufficient for themselves and for others, 2 Cor 8:1-5, 11-15; 9:6-15.

more valuable- Birds were created to serve their Maker unconsciously, and do so by His provision. God created us in His likeness so we could consciously share with Him in sonship-fellowship all we do, including providing for our food and clothing. Since the fall this involves hard work, Gen 3:17-19, and frustration, until our bodies are redeemed, but the Cross assures us God will provide everything needed to fulfil His purpose for us, Rom 8:18-39. So, instead of worrying we're to put ourselves and needs into His care and leave them there, Phil 4:6. who by worrying CAN ADD ONE CUBIT/hour- To be a cubit taller would be a BIG change and the other word was used more of life-span than height. It's a vague but striking reminder that while we're responsible to live thoughtfully, only some things can be adjusted by us. Fretting about things we can't change will only shorten our life span, and dishonours God, and robs us of peace of mind. Ps 37 and 139 help us to adjust our thinking .

6:28-30 WHY worry about clothes.. LILIES OF THE FIELD- The brightly coloured anemones growing wild in Galilee, and wild flowers in general, don't fret themselves over making their clothes. The effortlessness with which beautiful flowers flourish under harsh alpine conditions amazes those of us who wrestle to keep our flower garden beautiful. SOLOMON IN ALL HIS GLORY/splendour- He was renowned for his wealth and glory, but even his clothing wasn't as splendid and beautiful as these flowers are - under the microscope flower petals, butterfly wings, etc show the wonder of God's loving care in the perfection of their design and function. Those who choose to serve God rather than Mammon will have what they need provided - by their own effort as they serve God as with Paul's tent-making, or by the generosity of others. 

IF that is how GOD clothes THE GRASS OF THE FIELD- God isn't a grim ascetic. He made Eden full of beautiful trees etc, Gen 2:9. His wild flowers outshine Solomon's court, and He gives us richly all things to enjoy, 1 Tim 6:17. here today.. TOMORROW.. THE OVEN/fire- In the dry climate of Israel wild flowers and grasses have only a brief life. If not eaten by animals they will be gathered dry and used as cooking fuel. That pictures the brevity and fragility of life in Job 14:1-2; Ps 37:1-2; 90:5-6; 102:11; 103:15-16; Isa 37:27; 40:6-7; Jas 1:9-11. Here it shows God's generous provision for their beauty. 

SHALL HE NOT MUCH MORE CLOTHE you OF LITTLE FAITH- God cares enough to make them beautiful for such a short life because He enjoys seeing them, and all beautiful things (and wants us to) Rev 4:11. He has provided at such cost for our eternal blessing the things we need, Rom 8:28-39, so the high place we hold in His scheme of things means He will take good care of us, His loved children, and valued servants. Ps 149:4. The Lord wants His people to realise that being so worried about food and clothing is something to be ashamed of as it shows lack of confidence in their Father's care and provision. Cp 8:26; 14:31; 16:8-11; 17:20. Faith for Matthew is practical reliance on the care and power of the Father and of Jesus, 8:8-10; 9:2, 21-22, 28-29, etc. As it's clear we have little ability to change ourselves or circumstances - to have little faith in God's ability to do so is folly.

6:31-32 THEREFORE Do not worry- Aorist subjunctive- Don't start worrying, make up your mind to stop worrying. Anxious pre-occupation with needs is natural for those without adequate food or clothing. But starting to fill our mind with "What if.." soon grows until we can hardly think of anything else, and we forget we're a child of God, etc which is a poor testimony/ witness. EAT? DRINK? BE CLOTHED/wear?

THE GENTILES/pagans- Those who have no Bible knowledge of God, no promises of His to claim, no reason to trust Him. SEEK/run after- The desire for material things fills the mind of Godless people - it's all they have. The increase of lotteries, game shows, and gambling in all its forms show our society is increasingly and frantically pagan. How long before even a visit to a doctor, paying our taxes, or attending church is rewarded by a "Lucky ticket"! We Christians are in danger of thinking as they do, and losing our sense of God's presence and care, our enjoyment of Salvation, and our testimony to the reality of them.

YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER knows- The things that the secular world worries about need not worry us. They are being taken care of by One who knows and provides what is best for us. The bird may fall to the ground, and God's people will suffer, but only within the Father's will, and His presence with them, 5:10-12; 10:16-23 etc.

6:33 BUT SEEK- Be seeking. FIRST- Above all else, not first in a series slightly ahead of the second. First in your thoughts, desires, plans and prayers, other interest and cares being fitted round it. God has only ONE purpose for our life, and over-rules all towards that end, Rom 8:28-30. Let's not have other goals that compete with it. Cp Rom 12:1-18; Col 3:23. THE KINGDOM OF GOD- Seek by actively witnessing to its King, and so extending His rule. Put the Lord first, and concentrate on doing those things which fit in with His purposes of blessing. Other things must be adjusted to that eternal, all-important reality. This means our not fighting for our rights, but living in joyful, trusting fellowship with God in His provision, Gal 2:20. 

AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS.. ALL THESE THINGS will be given as well- (DP) In English we would say God will provide you with all these other things you need. To be self-sufficient we would have to gain enough wealth to meet every possible need in an unknown future. By putting the Lord first, and sharing with others 2 Cor 8:12-15 in His purposes and work, we're putting ourselves into the hands of One who knows all. God desires to fill our lives with Himself, and, if we allow Him to, He frees us from the slavery of possessions into sonship enjoyment of them in fellowship with Himself. **16 

6:34 SUFFICIENT UNTO THE DAY IS THE EVIL THEREOF/Each day has enough trouble- Things that have to be thought out and dealt with. Concentrate on each and do them as they come. The Lord reminds us we have a Father who knows all the future, and is committed to meeting all the needs of all His children. We're not to disturb ourselves and dishonour Him by worry. He's to be trusted to have the answers ready when the problems come, Jas 4:13-15. We often find our day crowded with small duties that meet the urgent needs of others. He will be with us in this if we're doing His will, and at its end we can leave the weary day in His hands thankfully, and rise refreshed. It's fretting about how we can do tomorrow's duties before they come that is both unbelief and crippling. 

CHAPTER     SEVEN

7:1-6 Earnest Exhortation A -  Criticising People

(6:25-34 expanded the petition for Daily Bread, forbidding worry, but not forethought. 7:1-6 expands the one about forgiving, by saying that how we judge others sets the pattern for the Lord's judging us. It forbids a Mote-and-Beam, unrealistic, fault-finding attitude in applying 5:1-6:34. Cp Jas 4:11-12. But the rest of the chapter requires us to judge which people are False Prophets, Dogs, and Swine so as to avoid being damaged by contact with them.)

7:1-2 Do not JUDGE- View people as He did, 9:36. Don't be quick to blame them or be eager to find fault with people, to identify and uproot weeds, 13:28. Only God can judge motives, consciences, or the work of the Lord's servants - as appearances can be deceptive, Jn 7:24; Rom 14:1-12; 1 Cor 4:1-5; Jas 2:1-4. It doesn't mean don't weigh up and evaluate the teachings and practices of other Christians. The Lord condemned the Scribes and Pharisees, but His concern was to save people, Jn 3:17. We're to be like Him, and speak always in Love, 1 Cor 13:1-7; Eph 4:15, etc. Paul always looked for things to thank God for in the churches he wrote to, but it's dishonest to defend un-Biblical behaviour, and he exposed it. Our Lord exposes False Teachers and demands that we judge them by their fruits, 7:15-20; 1 Cor 14:29; 2 Cor 6:14; 1 Jn 4:1. 

Footnote **16 Much of what the Lord has been teaching is found in the philosophers Plato, Epictetus etc, and the Rabbis, but Jesus LIVED what He taught, died for us and rose again for us so that we might share both in His Cross, and in His living on the far-side of death to self/ selfish pre-occupations, Gal 2:20. 

     We're to judge which Believers are qualified to be elders, 1 Tim 3:1-13, and which are unruly, faint-hearted, weak, etc so as to treat them appropriately, 1 Th 5:14. We need to make judgments about all things, so as to support good, not evil, 18:17; Rom 12:9; 1 Cor 2:15. Cp Lk 12:57; Jn 7:24; Acts 15:19; 16:15; 20:16; Rom 14:3-13; 1 Cor 5:3, 12-13; 6:1-6; 10:15, 29; 11:13, 31-32; Col 2:16; Jas 4:11-12. 

For in the way you JUDGE others- Lk 6:38. you will BE JUDGED **17- God judges righteously, and ensures that men reap what they sow. When we stand before the Bema we will see ourselves as He sees us, and see ourselves and actions through the eyes with which we viewed others and their actions, and so receive the things done in the body, 2 Cor 5:10. The Lord, who His disciples are committed to become like, constantly gave considered verdicts on things and people, but He also showed mercy, forgiveness and tolerance, 6:14-15; 18:21-22. Our Lord's words are given us so that in all the verdicts we're required to make we check that our attitude, tone of voice, and form of words are such that we're speaking the truth in love, Eph 4:15, and will be happy for the Lord to speak to us in the same way at His Judgment seat. Cp 18:33; Ps 18:25-26; Lk 19:22; Rom 2:1-3. 

with the MEASURE you use- As in honest business transactions the same scales are used for buying and selling. What God requires of us, Deu 25:13-16; Prov 20:10, 23, we can rely on Him carrying out. God will use the same rules for judging us that we have chosen to use. Cp 18:33. We'll be measured by the ruler we measured others with. Let's ask for forgiveness and forgive, etc. 

7:3-4 WHY do you look at- Blepo- Not just noticing the fault, but studying it, pointing it out to others, being eager to put the other person right, etc. THE speck of sawdust.. THE BEAM/plank- As often, the Lord Jesus lights up a statement of principle with a vivid physical illustration that reminds us how blind we are to our own faults, when we're eager to put others to rights. Even a speck of dust in our own eye unfits us to help remove one from the eye of another - as a small thing close to our eye may block out a large area of our vision. (The beam we see may be a projection from the speck in ours!) We're quick to see culture-based faults and weakness in other Christians, but may be unaware of the greater culture-based faults that distort our own view of things. The Pharisees boasted they were guides to the blind, yet were themselves blind, and their failure to do what they taught in His name disgraced God, Jn 9:40-41; Rom 2:19-24. Our eagerness to think well of ourselves makes human nature everywhere eager to find faults in others, Prov 21:2, and over-eager to "help" by putting them right. **18. The Lord highlights the folly of this, as part of His training us to view ourselves as our first mission field, 10:38, and others with His compassion, 9:36. 

Footnote **17 It's also true that those who eagerly criticise others are setting themselves up as a target for criticism - "People who live in glasshouses shouldn't throw stones." But in view of 6:1-5 the Lord isn't telling us to say nice things about people so they will say nice things about us! 

Footnote **18 "Man was given a carrying pole, and two bundles - the one with the faults of others he put in front of him, the one with his own faults he put behind" the ancient Chinese saying ran. Greek Philosophers and Rabbis made similar statements. 

HOW can- Dare you SAY.. FIRST- Only our willingness to live by the verdicts of God's Word will clear our vision so we can see God's will and realise His priorities. Only our willingness to stand with an erring one as his brother, frees us to see things as he does, and helps him to see them as God does, Ezek 3:15; Gal 6:1-5; 1 Jn 5:16.

The four phrases which follow form a poetic pattern where the inside two belong together, showing what happens to unwisely shared truth, and the outside two show what may happen to us. 

7:6 Do not give what IS HOLY/sacred- Things set apart for God as Sacrifices under the Law were to be eaten only by the Priests and their families - who He set apart for Himself/ who set themselves apart for Him, Ex 29:33-34; Lev 22:10:16; Num 18:8-19. to DOGS- As usually in the Bible unclean, Jackal-type street scavengers, 1 Ki 14:11; 22:38, etc. Such dogs if handed a fine roast of meat on a fine dish would snatch the meat and drag it through the dirt. There are people who if we talked to them of Holy things - the Virgin Birth of our Lord, His sinless life, His relationship with the Father, etc will defile the subject with their instinctively crude, depraved thoughts and words. TURN and tear YOU- To be urgent in season and out of season 2 Tim 4:2, doesn't mean insensitive, provocative evangelism. To insist people NEED to be told the follies of their dearly-held beliefs and practices will do them no good, and as Bruner says "some of those with motes in their eyes may have clubs in their hands!" Being wise as serpents, 10:16, means that when vicious or rotten people treat us and the Gospel with angry contempt, we're not to add to their guilt, or endanger ourselves, by persistent aggressive salesmanship.

Do not throw PEARLS- The Kingdom is a Pearl, 13:45-46, offered to all Jews, yet, if refused, disciples were to shake off their dust, 10:14. We're to limit the time spent on evangelising mockers. And there's no point in presenting complicated doctrines or typical teachings to those with no capacity to appreciate them. to pigs- Unclean animals under the Law, and a picture of those who prefer unclean living, against all that's done for them, 2 Pet 2:22. Spiritual things can't be understood by those not taught of the Spirit, 1 Cor 2:13-16, or those who refuse to be, 12:22-37. There's a great need of prayer in relation to evangelising. We also need to be conscious of the danger to us of the uncleanness it brings us in touch with, Ex 29:33; 2 Cor 6:14-18; Col 4:5-6; 2 Tim 3:5; Titus 3:10; Jude 22-23. 

7:7-12 Earnest Exhortation B -  Trusting God

(Although 6:32-33 promised He would provide for our needs we're told to ASK Him to do so - persistently. By now it's obvious that no one could IN THEIR OWN STRENGTH live the life the Lord is setting out. Only God's Grace Wisdom and Power make it possible, and He does so by His Spirit, hence Lk 11:13. Any idea that God will give us anything our human nature wants has been ruled out in 5:1-7:6, which set out what is GOOD for us and so can be granted by God. Cp Ps 66:18; Phil 4:7-10; Jas 1:5-8; 1 Jn 5:14. For other conditions see 7:11; 18:19; 21:21; Jn 14:13-14; 15:7, 16; Jas 4:3; 5:16; 1 Jn 3:22.)

7:7-8 ASK.. SEEK.. KNOCK- Emphatic. Three present imperatives, probably meaning keep on asking.. seeking.. knocking.. as in Lk 11:5-8; 18:1-8. Prayer and God's response are a continuous process, as part of an ever-present relationship. To ask may imply an almost immediate answer Eg Lord save me, 14:30. To SEEK- a patient waiting on the Lord, Neh 1:4-11; Ps 40:1. Jews used the expression "knock on the door where God is," to describe studying the Law and its meaning, as well as for prayer. To knock suggests that even when we're close to God and the answer we may still need to knock at the closed door. Not that God is ever distant, simply that we're to seek God's presence about what we see ourselves as needing. And WE may have a long way to travel before we're in a position to receive and benefit from His answer, the reality of our desire being sifted by delay. Cp 2 Cor 12:8-9. 

IT will BE GIVEN.. you will FIND.. OPENED to YOU- The Lord left His church not money, equipment etc, but His Spirit and His Word full of assurances that He'll guide and meet all needs. Cp Acts 3:6. God delights in giving liberally, rejoicing that we're acknowledging the reality of who we are and who He is. We tend to stop at wishing, or talking things over with ourselves endlessly in worry. God says ASK- bring the thing, ourselves, and Himself into the right relationship, that of the trustful little child in the presence of a father. Our greatest need is to turn to Him in all the circumstances of life. Nothing can be more honouring to the Lord than to believe what He says, and to do it/ take up His promises, constantly. Oh the peace we often forfeit.. because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. It's not a self-generated shopping list, it's a sermon-on-the-mount-generated one! It can't be selfish to ask etc for the grace, wisdom, and power to BUILD ON THE ROCK of what He teaches, 7:24-27, and so allow Him to fulfil His revealed purposes for us. 

EVERY ONE who asks receives.. seeks,, knocks- Not that prayer is a magic ritual, or that responses are automatic, simply that God is certain to pay attention to our requests, our needs, and in the best way (in the light of eternity, and His purposes) meet those needs. Cp Jn 16:24; Jas 4:2-3; 1 Jn 3:22. The Lord's great concern was to encourage His disciples/ us to ASK. Only when that growth is flourishing does it need to be pruned and trained.

7:9-11 IF HIS SON ASK BREAD.. A FISH- Bread and Fish were the common food in Galilee, as with the feeding of the 5000. WILL HE GIVE HIM A STONE.. a snake- Their bread can look rather like a stone. Fish and snakes have scales, and the Galilee catfish is rather snake-shaped. When a hungry child asked his father for food the father wouldn't give him something which wouldn't meet the boy's need. Animals and birds instinctively provide for their young what they need - survival of the species depends on that. Generally fathers use their intelligence and strength to provide proper food for their children. 

IF you though.. EVIL- God is realistic in His Word. He bluntly faces the fact of human sinfulness and the Gospel presents to us Salvation designed to cope with sin, and save us from it - if we face the truths and claim the grace and power He offers. Even though we have sinful natures fathers generally try to meet the needs of their children. HOW MUCH MORE.. YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN- Isa 65:1. While God is Teacher, Judge etc He has chosen to take up the role of FATHER in relation to us. Cp Lk 11:11. As an infinitely good, loving, Father God is eager to be and do to His children what they need if only they will give Him the chance by asking Him. Our father will give according to His Nature, and His means. Our human intelligence, mercy and kindness are only a distorted reflection of God's perfection, but they are sufficient for mankind to rear their young and the species to survive. Surely God will provide in the best possible manner for all our needs, spiritual or material, Rom 8:32; Jas 1:17. It's slander to imagine God will expect of us success beyond what He equips us for, 25:24-25. 

xxx

7:12 THEREFORE- Because of God's fatherly goodness on which we can rely at all times, we His children know how we should behave to other people. DO TO THEM- In effect Love your neighbour.. 22:39. Cp Obad 1:15. This sums up the "Greater Righteousness" 5:20 of our life in relation to others. God gives generously to all. His children receive His generosity so are to deal generously with others. We have no excuse for not doing so as this simple test solves all uncertainties.

THIS sums up THE LAW AND PROPHETS- They were written so you would behave like this. The Gospel goes beyond this by revealing God's Grace in the Cross and empty tomb that removes our sin and infills us with eternal life/ His Spirit. This life is to be lived out by the power of His Spirit, Rom 8:1-16, in the way we treat others - The forgiven forgive, etc. Rabbi Hillel had said "What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbour; that is the whole Torah; the rest is commentary on it." Other wise men have made similar statements. But the Lord Jesus states it in the clearest form, and guarantees that in answer to our requests He will make it possible for us to do it. See Phil 2:12-13. 

7:13-27 Three Solemn Warnings

( A. Discipleship is a choice made by a minority. B. Among that minority some will teach Falsehood. C. Among the minority loyal to the Truth will be some who fail to obey what they profess.)

7:13-14 Solemn Warning  A  -  The Two Ways 

(These ways, Life and Death, were set before Israel in Deu 30:19, and Jer 21:8. Cp Ps 1:6; 119:29-32; 139:24; Prov 28:6. The Romans and Greeks, as well as Rabbis, used the figure of two ways and the need to choose lifestyle wisely. The Lord Jesus made it clear that the present life may be followed by destruction or joyful fulness of life in fellowship with God, and we must choose accordingly. See Lk 13:23-24.) 

7:13-14 ENTER through the narrow GATE- The contrast is between life/ destruction, wide/narrow, easy/hard and few/many. People naturally think the verdict can't be made until they've completed their life, and their score sheet is full. **19. As Believers in Christ we know God's choice was made before Creation, Eph 1:4. But within/ in response to God's choice, the Lord makes it clear that for a happy ending people must make a deliberate effort to find, choose, and enter the gate INDIVIDUALLY, and that choice divides men into the perishing and the saved, Ps 118:19-20.

Footnote **19 Rabbi Ben Zakai, President of the Sanhedrin at Jamnia, about AD 100, wept as he faced death saying he saw opening before him the roads to the Garden of Eden and to Gehenna, and didn't know which God as righteous judge would make him tread. 

WIDE IS THE GATE BROAD THE WAY/road- So all of us enter naturally and find ourselves moving along a road where everyone has room to "let themselves go," live free of restriction, and choose a wide range of company and activities. These may be relatively good, but self-pleasing becomes slavery to sin, Jn 8:34. When their consciences are troubled - as Lot's was, 2 Pet 2:7-8 - they're encouraged on by False Prophets who preach in the name of Jesus, 7:21-22, that their sins are "problems" that He understands and makes allowance for, Jer 6:13-15.

leads TO DESTRUCTION- The wide gate/ way of self-pleasing, whether self-righteousness or self-indulgence, ignores God's purpose for mankind, and life with its opportunities perishes on the rubbish heap, in spite of Jn 3:16 being true. It's the absence of deciding, and pre-occupation with making the journey pleasant, that marks the drift to Hell. MANY enter- Those entering through it do so without noticing it or seeking, finding, making a choice. It seems right to those who travel it, fits their desires and inclinations, Prov 16:25. That it's easy to go with the crowd and to sin with them is so obvious that many religions acknowledge it. The Lord alone has provided in the Gospel a full and final way to escape from the rottenness of worldly life, but our continued co-operation is needed to make full use of what He has provided and enter into the future life triumphantly, 2 Pet 1:1-11.

But small GATE  NARROW road leads to LIFE- Or, How narrow the gate, how rough the road, how few.. The Lord Himself is both the GATE, Jn 10:9, and the WAY to life, Jn 14:6. The requirements for Discipleship-fellowship with the Lord, (Ch 5-7) restrict our lifestyle, and that's the message of Lk 13:24 where Narrow is Stenos. Here NARROW- Thlibo- Pressed in, emphasises that our loyalty to Him puts us under pressure from those opposed to God and His ways. The word is used in 2 Cor 1:6; 4:8; 7:5; 1 Th 3:4; 2 Th 1:6-7; 1 Tim 5:10; Heb 11:37. It's contrary to our natural desires to choose such "narrowness" yet such fellowship with Christ crucified, Gal 2:20 is the way to live more fully here and now, and that life will blossom and bear fruit in His presence for ever. The Lord warns that unless people choose Him, the narrow gate and hard road with Him, they will be lost forever.

only a few FIND IT- Traditional churches have tried to Christen 100% of the population. The Lord warns that the gate is narrow, ignored by most people as an unattractive alternative to the self-pleasing life chosen by Adam. We have to make a determined effort to find and enter the gate, against the pressure of the crowds of "normal" people making the easy choices in life. By entering we commit ourselves to a life-style that will often go against our natural desires. Yet, when taken up, the non-conforming-to-the-world narrow gate and difficult life proves to be a life of wide sonship-freedom, that will one day be manifested gloriously, Rom 8:12-30; Gal 3:23-29; 4:4-7; 5:1, 13-26. God has committed Himself to be with us, and all we need on that uphill road. As we share with Him in it we share with Him in its end, Jude 20-25.

7:15-23 Solemn Warning  B  -  False Prophets 

(Identifiable by the results of their preaching.)

7:15 Watch out for FALSE PROPHETS **20- The warning isn't against open enemies, it's people within Christian churches who claim to know God and be speaking for Him, but teach ideas different from what He taught. We need to be aware of the Gospel and beware of error, Gal 1:1-9; Jude 1:3-4, but our judging false from true must be done with due caution and humility in view of 7:1-6. Instead of the stern demands of the narrow gate and way false prophets will teach that some form of the broad way of self-pleasing is just as acceptable to God. They may offer good things - God's love for everyone, and desire that they should live happy fulfilled lives, tolerant kindness to the poor and suffering, a welcoming, supportive church fellowship where all share an attractive and positive programme. They may draw crowds with a "Gospel" that offers health, wealth, success, praising God for Miracles enjoyed. BUT THEY REJECT THE CROSS, 10:38-39; 1 Cor 1:17-2:5; Gal 2:20; Phil 3:18-20. Even those who become God's children make little growth as the preaching largely ignores sin and the Cross as its solution, and they drift from Preacher to Preacher, with little desire for anything but the "feel good" atmosphere. This FRUIT of the tree - crowds Born again who need to be born again and again.. Healed, who need to be healed again and again, while continuing to live Broad-Way style, reveals the ROOT from which it draws its life. Men and women conscious of their natural sinfulness, struggling up the narrow way of obedient fellowship with the Lord, conscious of His sustaining Grace, is another kind of fruit. When we see congregations proud of themselves and their church, boasting of accumulating wealth, living in self-indulgent luxury, happy at night clubs, unconcerned about divorce and remarriage, Or self-righteously content to walk a narrow road without seeing sinners won to it, alarm bells should ring.

IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING- As Heading says, a chocolate coin wrapped in gold foil is easily recognised as false, but counterfeit coins and notes are designed to be indistinguishable from the real thing as are sheep-clothed wolves. At first appearance they seem to be God's sheep, and to rightly belong among God's people under the Lord's Shepherd care, Jn 10. BUT INWARDLY RAVENING/ferocious WOLVES- Sheep join other sheep for company/ fellowship/ mutual support/ shared interests. Wolves are looking for a meal of mutton, Ezek 34:1-12; Zech 11:13-17. Some who deny Bible truths may live kindly lives, and preach virtuous living, but the attention of their hearers is directed towards self-righteousness that encourages them to live and die out of Christ to their eternal destruction. Or being cut off from the Word of God, and the Spirit of God, they lapse into vague or unrealistic spirituality that's likely to tolerate all forms of immorality. 

Footnote **20 Scripture warns of False Christs- 24:23-24; Mk 13:22; 1 Jn 2:18. False Apostles, 2 Cor 11;13; Rev 2:2, False Prophets and Teachers- 24:11; Deu 13:1-5; Jer 23:9-32; Ezek 13:16-17; Lk 6:26; Acts 13:6; 20:30; 2 Cor 11:1-4; Gal 1:4-7; 1 Tim 4:1-5; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Jn 4:1; Jude 4; Rev 16:13. BUT greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world, 1 Jn 4:4, and the gates of hell will not prevail against the church Christ builds, 16:18. 

7:16-18 BY THEIR FRUITS- 12:33; Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; Lk 6:43-45; Heb 13:15; Jas 3:10-12. The test isn't a set of doctrines and practices. What their preaching produces is what matters, not what they profess, or the attractive show they make. They may produce a congregation devoted to them rather than to Christ, or one with little evidence of battling joyfully up the Narrow way growing into Christ-like maturity, or one marked by divisiveness, scornful of other Christians, etc. Christian profession and life-style may be counterfeited, but sooner or later it will become obvious whether there is a new person, or merely a new pattern of behaviour. Paul's test is the relation of the person/ preacher/ doctrine to Christ crucified. Faith and works belong together. Fruit is works that arise naturally from what the person is/ their faith - it's not tacked-on ornamentation. 

GRAPES from thornbushes.. FIGS from THISTLES- Alternative Gospels are thorns/ thistles, product of an earth cursed by man's rebellion, and under a curse, Gen 3:18; Gal 1:6-9, as is what they produce, Gen 1:12. Cp Judges 9:7-15. EVERY GOOD- Agathos- Good by nature and beneficial in effect. TREE.. GOOD- Kalos- Pleasing, useful. FRUIT- The fruit of the Spirit, Gal 5:19-25, produced only where the Spirit dwells within, Rom 8:9. Health-giving fruit, good for food that will nourish a Christian and strengthen him in his walk with God in obedience to God's Word. Cp Lk 8:15; Jn 15:1-12; Rom 7:4-7.

A CORRUPT/bad- Sapros- Rotten. TREE- False prophets are rotting within, not restrained by the presence of the Holy Spirit, Gal 5:16-18; 2 Pet 1:2-4. bears EVIL/bad- Poneros- Actively bad and doing damage. Used of Satan 13:19 FRUIT- The False Prophet/ Teacher may be gifted, and energetic, and his teaching may be as attractive as the fruit was to Eve, Gen 3:6, but it's harmful for hearers. Wild vines produce wild grapes, Isa 5:2. A GOOD TREE CANNOT bear EVIL FRUIT- The SOURCE of the message preached ALWAYS determines the effect on the hearers. If it comes from God, it lifts them up to God, 2 Pet 1:3. 

7:19-20 EVERY TREE THAT does NOT bear GOOD FRUIT..cut DOWN.. FIRE- God, un-named does it. God may not cut short the lives or ministry of such fruitless-for-God trees, and they may seem successful, but their end is Judgment, 3:10; 7:21-27; 13:37-43, 49-50; 25:41-46; Lk 3:9; 13:6-9; Heb 6:7-8. Those children/ servants of God who for the sake of present success copy the methods and messages of False Teachers, suffer the lesser tragedy of a wasted life when the true nature of their works is revealed by the test of Fire, 1 Cor 3:12-17; 2 Pet 3:10-13.

BY THEIR fruit you will recognize THEM- Throughout the chapter the Lord emphasises that while we're not to be self-righteous critics, 7:1-5, we MUST evaluate which of the Two ways Preachers are encouraging people to be on. We're to test all things by Scripture, seek wisdom from God, and be guided by the Holy Spirit, and keep clear of/ give no encouragement or support to those who do not bear the fruit God looks for, Jn 15:1-17.

7:21-23 NOT EVERYONE- Attention shifts from fruit to the persons who claim to serve the Lord. It's not just a matter of deciding to serve Him, only the Holy Spirit can convince us that He IS Lord, and enable us to live and work under His Lordship, 1 Cor 12:3. ONLY HE who does THE WILL OF MY FATHER- Jn 6:29. Some may repeatedly call Jesus Lord/ appear to be Christ-centred in their preaching, and yet they don't do the Father's will as revealed by the Lord, Heb 1:1-3. The Lord knows who belong to Him, but it's up to all who call themselves Christians to keep clear of sin, 2 Tim 2:19. A man must be concerned to obey and teach what God says in His Word before we're free to follow him or support him financially.

MANY WILL SAY TO ME on THAT DAY- The Judgment day, 11:20-24; Isa 2:11; Rev 20:11-15. LORD, LORD **21 did WE NOT prophesy IN your NAME?- All Ministers and Priests in Christian churches profess to be doing that, even when denying Bible Truths/ traditional church confessions of doctrine. Cp Ps 50:16-21; Jer 14:14; 29:9. 

in Your name CAST/drive out demons and perform miracles- Wonderful works of power that no man can normally do, as in 11:20-21, 23; 13:54, etc. **22 All the Apostles seem to have done these, Lk 10:17, including Judas or it would have been obvious he was the false Apostle, 26:22. Confident successful preaching, and miracle-working isn't the kind of fruit that proves preachers are working for the Lord. He disowns these ones as False prophets, so it's possible to do great work FOR Him, and yet not work UNDER Him. A great show of successful building for God can leave nothing for eternity if on the wrong foundation, 7:26-27; 1 Cor 3:9-15; 13:1-3. Based on chapters 5-7 questions which will test Preachers for good fruit include: Do they avoid anger, lust, divisiveness, show love for saints and sinners? And does their preaching move others to live in that way? Are they children who reflect their Father in Heaven by Christ-like lives, words, and actions? In 1 Cor 13:1-14:40 Paul makes clear that Love, order, edification are THE requirements for church life/ worship, not gifts of prophecy or tongues. Here the Lord's great sermon/ systematic teaching concludes with salutary warnings that outward show and success must not be allowed to distract His disciples from practical obedience, which alone is fellowship with Him, Jn 15:1-16. 

I NEVER KNEW YOU- They weren't true servants of God who lapsed, they were self-authorised, self-sent "servants of God" / false prophets, out of touch with Him in all their professed service, Jer 14:14-15; 23:32. Charismatic activity, good works, earnest preaching of fine sermons, or writing commentaries (like this) are no substitute for a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus, and no excuse for failing to obey His word. Cp Amos 3:2; Jn 10:14; 1 Cor 8:3; 2 Tim 2:19.

Footnote **21 The repetition emphasises and seeks urgent response, 23:37; Gen 22:11; 46:2; Ex 3:4; 1 Sam 3:10; Ps 22:1/ Mt 27:46; Isa 29:1. Lk 8:24 10:41; 22:31-32; Acts 9:4.

Footnote **22 The supernatural isn't always of God. Lying messages may be supported by lying miracles, 24:23; 2 Th 2:9-10; Rev 13:13-15. This warns us against assuming that what is today claimed as a Miracle is of God, just as 7:1-6; 9:34 caution us against saying it's demonic.

DEPART/Away FROM ME- 13:41; Job 21:14. you evil-doers- Anomia- Lawlessness - They, their message and actions, did not conform to God's revealed will, and so are disowned as unlawful, wicked 1 Tim 4:1-3; 2 Pet 2:1-3. God isn't the author of words or actions at odds with Scripture. Their fruit was tares sown by the Evil One. 13:25-40. They worked hard and successfully for the Lord, yet refused to live as commanded in these chapters - No turning the other cheek, forgiving enemies, putting unworried obedience to the Lord above popularity and possessions, no narrow road for them. To claim we're living in a different dispensation, or living under the guidance of the Spirit is no excuse for ignoring the principles the Lord has set out. The life-style described in the Lord's teaching is what Paul called living as crucified with Christ, Gal 2:20. These men had ignored the revealed will of God, acting as if it could be safely avoided if there was enough to be gained by doing so. Like the Pharisee, Lk 18:11-12, they stress their virtues I.. I.. in your name.. No brokenness of spirit, meekness, mourning - Seminars in Successful living, church-planting, etc are more in their line! The more successful Church Leaders are the more tempted to sectarian loyalty/ building personal followings Acts 20:30, and, like Solomon, may be so conscious of the Temple they have built for God that they allow themselves to cut corners on financial and sexual aspects of life.

7:24-27 Warning  C  -  The Two House-Builders

(Jesus closes the Sermon on the Mount, as Moses closed the Law, with promises and warnings - right and wrong ways, alternative Gospels, and now the security of obedience and the disaster of knowing God's truth, and living as if it didn't matter. Cp Ezek 33:31. )

7:24-25 Everyone who hears these words- The Sermon on the Mount. Of MINE- Emphatic in the Greek. The Law of Moses is now fulfilled in Christ, the words of the False Prophets are useless. puts into practice- The Lord says nothing about STUDYING His words, praising or preaching them - DOING them is what matters. is like A WISE MAN- Phronimos- Not Sophos- sophisticated wisdom, but practical wisdom, carefully trying to do what the Lord has said, as in 10:16; 24:45; 25:2, 4, 8, 9; Jas 1:23-25. This is open to all levels of intelligence. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom, Prov 1:7, as it means we take what He says seriously, 5:29-30; 7:13-14; 10:33; 12:33-37; 16:24-27; 18:7-9, 23-35; 24:43-25:30. BUILT HIS HOUSE/home on A/the ROCK- Petra- Solid rock. Our Lord's teaching that's an expression of Himself and His will, 1 Cor 3:11. **23 

RAIN.. FLOODS/streams.. WINDS. Cp Eph 4:14 BEAT against THAT HOUSE.. did not fall- There's no promise God's people will be spared the testing storm winds etc of life, only that He will keep us safe in them, Isa 43:1-3. But ultimately it's the storm of God's Judgment that matters, Gen 6-7; Isa 28:2; 29:6; 30:30; Ezek 13:10-16; 38:22. FOR IT had its foundation on the ROCK- The one impressive thing about this house is that it's still there at the end, 10:22; 24:13. 

Footnote **23 Confession of His being the Christ, 16:16-18, puts Peter- Petros, a piece of rock on that Rock- Petra foundation along with the rest of us living stones, 1 Pet 2:5. In a sense we're also built on the Apostles and prophets who wrote the NT so we could Know Him and build on Him, Eph 2:20. Our relationship with Him is also that of a plant, Eph 3:17; Col 2:7, with anchoring feeding roots GROWING securely. 

7:26-27 hears.. does not.. is like A FOOLISH MAN- Moros- Moron. BUILT on SAND- False Prophets - those who ignore the Lord's Words and preach what is popular - may build imposing congregations, but what they build isn't built on Christ crucified and risen, 1 Cor 1:17; 3:11. Even those who at heart approve what the Lord says may ignore it - using as an excuse that the terms are too hard to be acceptable in the modern world, Jn 12:47-48. RAIN.. BEAT against THAT HOUSE.. IT FELL with a great crash- Those who aimed at GREATNESS in the eyes of others, in material possessions, in Church leadership.. in Charismatic gift, in being up-to-date rather than loyal as a disciple. These have built a whole house - only to see it crash. Cp Deu 28:15-68; Prov 12:7; Isa 28:16-17; Ezek 13:8-16. 

7:28-29 WHEN JESUS HAD finished saying these things- The formula that marks the close of a section. The Lord has completed this important block of teaching 5-7. As the New Moses/ Law-giver, Deu 18:18, He had explained the life His disciples were being disciplined towards. The crowd who listened in was ASTONISHED/ amazed- A strong word expressing amazement and fear. Cp 13:54; 19:25; 22:33; Mk 7:37; Lk 2:48; 9:43. Because HE TAUGHT AS ONE who had AUTHORITY- Exousia. Authority-power. Not so much at the THINGS He taught, as the finality with which He stated them, as One who had the RIGHT to lay down the Law, who was authorised to do so. This is used both of His miracles, and His words. Cp 8:9; 9:6, 8; 10:1; 21:23-27 - and ALL authority-power 28:18. The words of False Prophets are powerless - they appeal to our natures, and leave us free to pick and choose what we will believe and live by. Our Lord's words are uncompromising - they will judge us at the last day, Jn 12:48. 

NOT AS THE SCRIBES/teachers of the Law- Who smothered each verse under the comments of earlier Rabbis so as to maintain the traditions. Dead Orthodoxy flourishes on repetition of past verdicts and interpretations. Deadening Heresy flourishes on what scholarly critics say they think of Scripture, and what Humanists say the modern man wants, or on exciting experiences by which False Prophets claim to have been inspired by the Spirit to offer a life of material prosperity and self-fulfilment that ignores the Cross, repentance, and the narrow way. Life-giving words spring straight from the mouth of God, as here, and from His Word under the inspiration of the Spirit as preachers eager to see God's will done are granted understanding and words to express it to the glory of God. **24 

Footnote **24 The Sermon on the Mount and the Gospel of Grace The doctrine of assurance, Jn 3:36; 10:28 etc is important, but so also is the need to take the warning texts seriously, because people may be deceived by a false sense of assurance or a false attitude towards Grace, and the will of God. An unrighteous life doesn't inherit the Kingdom, 1 Cor 6:9-11; Gal 5:19-21; Eph 5:5-6. True security is given us not to be treated with pride, smug self-assurance, and indolence, but with a view to our maximum growth - having been rooted in Grace, to work it out earnestly because God is at work in us, Phil 2:12-15; 2 Pet 1:1-12; 1 Jn 3:1-24. Our own works are useless, as also is our profession of Faith that isn't producing the fruit God designed for us Eph 2:8-10; Col 3:1-17, etc. Saved by Grace alone, through Faith alone is a safe doctrine only when built on what the Lord had already established, that Grace is granted only on God's terms - ie IN and FOR the fulfilment of God's purposes. God sent His Son, and Christ died for our sins, not to make us comfortable in living on in sinful ways, assured that selfishness and rebellion (continued on P 28)

8:1-9:38   10 Miracle Stories and 3 calls to Discipleship

(In 5:1-7:28 the Lord has exercised His authority in laying down the principles of His Kingdom. Now He demonstrates His authority over the material world in merciful actions appropriate to those principles. The collected stories (found scattered in Mark and Luke) are told briefly to teach different aspects of Salvation. Leprosy may suggest the uncleanness and incurability of sin, palsy its crippling effects, fever its restlessness, etc. His Salvation is for all - all who see their need and ask. Priests, Pharisees, and Scribes prefer to criticise rather than ask, and so none are recorded as blessed.)

CHAPTER     EIGHT 

8:1-4  A Leper Healed

8:1-2 WHEN HE came DOWN- Cp 5:1-2. Linking Him with Moses who also came down from Mt Sinai, Ex 34:29. large crowds FOLLOWED HIM- Still receptive to His teaching. A man with leprosy- What we call leprosy - Hansen's disease - was first diagnosed in 1871. In Bible times different skin diseases were called Leprosy. Under the Law Leprosy was seen as a picture of sin - Miriam, Num 12:10; Gehazi, 2 Ki 5:20-27; and Uzziah, 2 Chr 26:19-21 were struck with leprosy for their sins. Leprosy was seen as a living death, Num 12:12; 2 Ki 5:7. Lepers weren't allowed in any walled city, so couldn't come near the temple. Rabbis kept at least six feet away from lepers. The Lord touched this leper - who fulfilled the requirement ask, seek, 7:7-11. The healing of Naaman showed Elisha was God's prophet, 2 Ki 5:8. The healing of this Leper showed that Jesus was at least a prophet of God. 

WORSHIPPED/knelt BEFORE HIM- Proskuneo **25- Knelt to show respect, or worship. In Mk 1:40 the word used means simply knelt. LORD- Kurios- Lord, Sir. Probably meaning Sir, as Mark has Teacher- Didaskalos. It's unlikely that the Leper and the Centurion recognised Jesus as God and worshipped Him. Much later, in Mt 16:16 Peter's recognition of Jesus was a special revelation, 

IF you are willing- A good example of Faith - He asks for Healing IF it's God's will. He isn't dictating to God, doesn't assume he can "Name it and claim it" as of right. Faith doesn't KNOW if God will heal - we all die - but Faith knows to put itself and everything else into His infinitely competent hands. You can MAKE ME CLEAN- When lepers were cured they were said to be cleansed because Leprosy was seen as an unclean disease, cutting the leper off from other people, and from sharing in the official worship of God, Lev 13-14; Deu 24:8.

Footnote **24 (cont) didn't matter because we were saved, but to deliver us from this evil world here and now, Gal 1:4; 2:20; 2 Pet 1:4. The Sermon on the Mount has a lot in common with Romans 8. The Lord's Commands bring only despair to relying-on-the-Flesh DOers. Claiming to live by being led by the Spirit-sonship is empty nonsense unless the resultant lifestyle is recognisably growing towards fulfilling the righteousness of the Law, Rom 8:3-4, and its upgrading in the Sermon on the Mount. 

Footnote **25 Proskuneo is used of worshipping God in Mt 28:9; Jn 4:21-24; 9:38, but it's not used for worshipping in the Epistles - worship there is a spiritual action, not a physical one.

8:3-4 JESUS.. TOUCHED- Under Law this made Jesus unclean, but He was God acting in loving Grace, and His touching made the Leper clean. As in 5-7 He went beyond the letter of the Law to fulfil its intention of wholeness. When He touches sinners, they are sanctified/ made holy/ set apart for God, 1 Cor 1:2; Heb 10:10-14. I am willing BE CLEAN- True Faith is in accordance to the Lord's will. In fact, it's a response to the prompting of His Spirit, Phil 2:12-13. IMMEDIATELY HIS LEPROSY CLEANSED/cured- That it was immediate and complete shows it is God-given rather than a psychological response to a stimulating situation. To offer Healing to all as a Salesman for God may make a man popular, powerful, and wealthy in this world if he puts on a good enough show - but does so at the cost of adding to the misery of the unhealed, by blaming them for lack of faith. 

JESUS said don't tell anyone- As in 9:30; 12:16: 16:20, etc. The Lord didn't parade the man as a witness to His power. Modern Healers give much publicity to claims of successes. In the modern world it's assumed that the product won't sell itself, and that salesmanship will sell anything. SHOW yourself TO THE PRIEST- Go to the priest to have him examine you and declare you as cleansed, Lev 14:1-7. Do it without publicity - if the news reached the priests first they might, out of jealousy, refuse to certify the cure. OFFER THE GIFT- This would fulfil the relevant law, 5:17-20. as A TESTIMONY- A witness that he WAS cured, and in due course, once that was established, that it was Jesus who had cured him. The uniqueness of this would give witness to the Priest that the Kingdom WAS at hand. Cp Lk 4:27. 

8:5-13 Gentile   Faith 

(If Israel won't accept its promised King, and Salvation, the Gentiles (to whom it's not promised directly) will. As a Gentile he was excluded from all but the outer temple court.)

8:5-6 THERE CAME.. A CENTURION- A Roman Officer who commanded about 100 soldiers. Army units in Israel were usually from Syria as Rome wouldn't trust locally recruited soldiers to keep law and order. Centurions were professional soldiers, often competent - this one sounds as if he was, and from his position in the Roman Army hierarchy he saw that Jesus was also exercising authority effectively. In Luke 7 he approaches the Lord through Jewish elders, perhaps before what we have here. Matthew omits this, leaving the sharp contrast of a Gentile with effective Faith claiming and obtaining the blessings of Messiah's Kingdom. asking for help. LORD- Acknowledging the position and power of Jesus as having authority to heal diseases. MY SERVANT- Servant boy. Cp Lk 7:2. lies paralysed.. TORMENTED/in terrible suffering- Faith in the Gospels is a matter of bringing the state of need before the Lord Jesus. The Leper says "You can if you will," the Centurion says "My servant desperately needs healing," and both look to Jesus hoping He will meet that need. No one in the Bible says "Lord you MUST heal me because I've got faith in you, and I'll believe even harder if that's needed!" 

8:7-9 I WILL go AND HEAL HIM- Or, Am I to..? The Centurion had placed the need before Him, and Jesus, knowing his heart, offers the challenge of "You want ME to come?" and his faith rises to it. If Jesus entered a Gentile the Pharisees and Jews in general would have been offended. They were His primary mission field, and he tried not to offend them prematurely, 10:5-6; 15:24. 

I AM NOT WORTHY/do not deserve- He would know Jewish scruples, and didn't see a visit as necessary. Like the Leper the Centurion qualified for the blessings of the first two beatitudes, 5:3-4 - poor in spirit, mourn. just say MY SERVANT will BE HEALED. I.. UNDER AUTHORITY I SAY GO.. COME.. DO- There are those that give me orders to whom I'm responsible, and so those under me have to obey me. The Centurion's own experience of life in an effective authority-system enables him to see the Lord as having authority from God to deal with sickness. (Our experience of life is also part of the all things of Rom 8:28.) A word spoken by the Lord Jesus, under the authority of God, he believes is all that's needed for the lad to be healed. Nothing is said of the sick lad's faith - though the Lord would know if he believed. The lord is recorded as acting on the faith of the intercessor. This encourages us to pray for others. While ultimately each has to deal with Christ for himself, the witness, faith and prayers of friends may be the means God uses to bring them to personal faith. Cp 8:16; 9:2, 18-19, 32-33, etc. 

8:10-12 JESUS.. was astonished- As in Mk 6:6 at the Jews' lack of faith. In OT something very great, high, etc is said to be so to God who sees all things and can rightly compare them. In Hebrew Jonah 3:3 says Nineveh was a city great to God. That the Jews with all their privileges and preparation would reject their promised blessings and Messiah, and that a Gentile with no background of promises and training in the things of God should step in and claim the blessings by faith, was amazing even in the sight of God. I tell you the truth- The situation revealed by the Centurion's words is commented on in solemn, emphatic words as in 5:18. I HAVE NOT FOUND anyone IN ISRAEL with such great faith- In spite of its long history of God's goodness to them, and the promises of the Messiah, not one person in Israel trusts me like that. Gentiles were outside the offer of the Kingdom, but Faith bridged the gap that separated them from the Messianic promises, 15:21-28. Faith isn't a doctrine to argue over, but a practical reliance on Jesus and His power.

MANY will COME FROM EAST AND WEST- Gentiles from all over the world will trust me as this man does. God will fulfil His promises to Abraham on the basis of Faith - sharing the FAITH of Abraham, not Race - physical descent, Rom 4:16-18; Gal 3:7-10, 14; Eph 2:12-22; 3:1-9. take their places at the feast- Share in the promised Blessings of Messiah's kingdom, 22:1-14; 25:10; Lk 14:15; 22:30. The centurion came for healing for his servant - the Lord opened before him Heaven for himself. WITH ABRAHAM, ISAAC JACOB- To whom God made the promises, and with whom all Jews wished to be associated. No strict Jew would eat with a Gentile - as they reckoned to do so was defiling. Jesus says that the Greatest Patriarchs, from whom Jewish privileges came, would celebrate the fulfilment of God's promises to them, by feasting with Believing Gentiles. **26 Cp 21:43; 26:29; Gen 12:3; Isa 11:10.

Footnote **26 In Lk 13:23-29 this statement is given in answer to a question about few being saved. The Lord may have made the statement more than once. Or, the Gospels being written after many years of preaching the things Jesus said and did, the writers, guided by the Spirit, 2 Pet 1:21, may have organised their record of His actions and statements in the way that was most effective for the message they were to convey.

BUT THE CHILDREN/subjects- Huios- Sons OF THE KINGDOM- In Hebrew thinking = Those who naturally belong to it. Cp sons of the bride-chamber = wedding guests 9:15.) God's OT people to whom the promises of God's rule and Kingdom had been given. thrown INTO OUTER DARKNESS- By God, who isn't named. It's not God's desire that ANYONE should perish, 23:37-39; Ezek 33:11; 2 Pet 3:9. All who come to Jesus for Salvation will be welcomed into the light of God's presence and joy. Those who have refused and have chosen darkness, Jn 3:16-21, will be in the outer darkness of suffering forever, 22;13; 24:51; 25:30; Lk 13:28-29. WEEPING.. GNASHING TEETH- Loud expressions of regret, and continued anger against God and His Christ, Job 16:9; Lam 2:16; Acts 7:54. Cp Rev 16:11. **27 **28 

     There's no excuse for "Hell-Fire" preaching" in which the speaker seems to enjoy dramatising what the Bible says, but, as the Lord so often speaks of Hell, we've no excuse for failing to preach the truth of Hell in the solemnity and sorrow with which He did. The Lord in LOVE warned/ we must warn others in LOVE, so that they may know what's involved in their acceptance or rejection of Christ, Ezek 3:17-18; 33:7-8. Churches that offer through Christ a happier and more comfortably-fulfilling life, without any urgency to repent of sinning against God, ease their hearers along the downward, broad road. The Lord Jesus didn't preach Hell to Pagans, but to those who were sure they were safe in their privileged position. Like the Jews to whom Christ spoke, "Christian" Europe and USA a century ago saw themselves as a religious elite and despised Asians and Africans as ignorant heathen. But, like the Jews, their pride made them refuse to bow to the Lord and His Gospel - and today Africa and Asia are demonstrating to Europe and USA the Faith that obtains the promises of the Gospel. When the Lord comes many raised in Christian families will miss out, while children of atheists, heathen, in the most deprived and miserable situations, will shine like the stars in Glory with their Saviour.

8:13 JESUS having commented on the Centurion's Faith, as the pattern of the means by which men and women world-wide will come to enjoy the eternal blessings God has planned for the Jews and mankind in general, said It will be done just as you believed- Faith is a matter of believing, asking, and receiving. While it would have been true, the Lord Jesus doesn't say I have healed - that was God's unchanging attitude in offering the Kingdom. The servant is healed as asked by the believing Centurion. Others remain unhealed because they didn't ask. The Lord gives no training course for developing our faith to an effective level. In fact He emphasises how little faith we need AS LONG AS WE ACT ON IT, 17:20; Lk 17:5-6, etc. Today, in the matter of Salvation which is offered to all, Jn 3:16, the Lord, although not physically present, grants faith, and in response to their faith grants to those spiritually dead to be raised to fruitful life, Eph 2:1-10. 

Footnote **27 That Gentiles should replace Jews at Messiah's Banquet was a shock - as many Jews believed Abraham had such authority with God that he sat at the entrance to Gehenna to ensure no Jew entered there. 

Footnote **28 Israel's future enjoyment of the blessings God has promised in their Messiah must be claimed by Faith - as shown by the Leper and Gentile- see Rom 9-11.

8:14-17 Jesus Heals Peter's Wife's Mother & Others

(Under Law, closeness to God allowed in the Temple ran: Leper, Gentile, Woman, Man, Priest, High Priest. So Bruner suggests the Lord was still showing that He had come to bring blessings to outsiders.) **29 

8:14-16 PETER'S HOUSE- In a sense he'd given up all to follow Jesus, 19:27, but still had his house, and access to his boat, Jn 21. So today a Missionary may choose to buy a house for retirement. A FEVER- A serious fever, perhaps malaria. Matthew reports this briefly and omits Simon Peter asking Jesus to heal. HE TOUCHED HER HAND THE FEVER LEFT- Or as in Mark took her hand and raised her up. SHE got up and began to wait on him- She was instantly well enough to take up housewifely duties, and showed her appreciation/ used the health He had granted by doing things for Him, as we all should. Mark says THEM- She served food and drink to others as well. There are many opportunities for the Lord's people to minister to those sick and in need - and often the good turn can be repaid. Cp 25:40; Gal 6:10.

WHEN evening came- The Sabbath, Mk 1:21-34, with its restrictions on working, ended at Sunset, so people BROUGHT to HIM.. demon possessed- Controlled by demons. HE drove OUT.. WITH HIS/a WORD **30- No ritual formula, or struggle - He spoke and it's done, as in Gen 1. HEALED ALL SICK- Some symptoms of demon-possession were the same as for insanity, but the cause was spiritual not physical. While there was some confusion (and still is today where people live in fear of ancestral and other spirits) the NT generally makes a distinction between casting out evil spirits, and healing sick people. The Demon-possessed weren't touched, and weren't required to ask, or have faith. Those who brought them did so because of their faith in the Lord. Probably Faith becomes an option only after the demons are cast out. 

8:17 THAT IT MIGHT BE FULFILLED/This was to fulfil.. Isaiah  HIMSELF TOOK up OUR INFIRMITIES AND carried our diseases- The parallel statements make it emphatic. The Hebrew words often make no distinction between physical sickness and its healing/ spiritual sickness= sin, and its forgiveness. In the LXX Greek the words used in Isa 53:4 spiritualise the message applying it to the Lord bearing our SINS- Hamartia and sorrows. But Matthew takes the alternative meaning from the Hebrew. He says these healings fulfilled what Isaiah 53:4 said, as in 4:14 He was fulfilling Isa 9:1-2. As the suffering Servant of the Lord, Messiah would miraculously heal people, Isa 35:4-6; 42:1-7. As Isa 53:4 hints this wasn't done from a distance or effortlessly. He came to the sick in compassion, 9:36; 14:14, distressed at their suffering, Jn 11:33-35, and healed at cost to Himself, Mk 5:30; Lk 6:19; 8:46. 

Footnote **29 That the daily prayer of the Israelite man included thanking God that he wasn't a woman ignores the equivalent woman's prayer which thanked God that she was a woman. It was a confession by both that God knew best and had made them what they were! 

Footnote **30 An over-simplification is that Matthew emphasised the WORD of the Lord, Mark His WORKS, Luke His MISSION, and John His PERSON.

     The Lord Jesus is our compassionate High Priest in Glory, Heb 4:15, and as God's children we're to bring ourselves and needs (and those of loved ones, neighbours, enemies) into God's presence, and ask for Him to help and heal according to His will. This is vastly different from spectacular "healing shows," where if God does heal, it's a miracle of His Grace to co-operate in what is so different from NT practice, and claims the right to force God to do what men demand. This verse refers to what was happening at the time, and says  nothing about what happened on the cross - the atoning sacrifice in which He was made sin for us to make His righteousness available to us, 2 Cor 5:21. While sickness, and death, are consequences of sin, and Christ on the Cross defeated Satan and took away our sins, Col 2:13-15, Rom 8:18-25 makes it clear that as long as we're in this life God's children continue to be subject to sickness and death. After the Cross nothing is said of our Lord taking away our sickness, there's no promise of healing for all, and no preaching of any offer to heal.

8:18-34   Disciples?    Storm    &    Demoniacs 
8:18-22 Would-be Followers of Jesus

(A word from the Lord removes Sickness & Demons, but Christians aren't passive recipients of God's blessings. We're disciples & the fellowship God wills for us is that of SONSHIP, a freely chosen response to Him, and His purposes of Grace, Jn 1:12; Rom 8:1-17, etc.)

8:18-20 JESUS.. cross.. the lake- Even if sharing successful work with the Lord, they (and we) need time to be alone with the Lord, Mk 6:31. Also crossing the lake faced His would-be followers with the cost of following Him - sleeping rough in the open, or in the boat, would be likely on the poorer other side. Only those who accepted that cost had the reward of seeing Him still the storm, with the reassurance that in following Him they were in good hands.

A SCRIBE/teacher of the law SAID MASTER/Teacher- An expert in Jewish religious Law was willing to become a Learner from Jesus who he recognised as having a superior understanding of the Law. I WILL FOLLOW you wherever you go- He's offering himself with a flourish, talking confidently as the Pharisee did in prayer, Lk 18:11. People from a privileged background are like that. People would consider him a real asset, and we're tempted to bend the rules to welcome any volunteer who seems gifted or important, Jas 2:1-4. The Lord tests the reality of His commitment by facing him with the reality of the situation. Peter made a similar self-confident declaration, Lk 22:33. 

FOXES HAVE HOLES- Even the wild animals have their homes. BUT THE SON OF MAN has no place- The scribe comes with self-confidence - the Lord offers self-denial. Generally the Lord and His disciples were welcomed into homes, 10:11-15, but the one certainty was to put themselves into the Father's hands and trust Him for provision. Beyond the physical, this world would never provide a spiritual home for the Lord or His own - Heaven is THE home. Cp Jn 1:11-12; Phil 3:20-21; Heb 11:8-10; 13:14-15. His security was in the love and fellowship of the Father, 6:33-34; Jn 15:8-10, where He slept and what He ate was secondary, Lk 9:53-55; Jn 4:30-34. Becoming His disciples committed them to learning this from Him as He travelled in the service of needy people. As with Abraham responding to God's call, discipleship is a commitment to an unknown - unknowable future, putting oneself into the hands of the invisible God for His invisible-to-us purposes, to be at His beck and call. We all want converts, especially those who are potential leaders, but the Lord wants such only if they are willing to be disciples/ with total commitment to Him, not to a place, position, or programme. (This is a Problem with advertising "positions" in the Lord's work.) The Lord doesn't capitalise on His current missionary success to recruit the most promising volunteers - He warns of the cost of selfless service. We will share His joy and glory when the Son of man **31 comes in His Kingdom, but His disciples serve Him in a world which often ridicules and persecutes them. Cp Lk 19:13-14. 

8:21-22 ANOTHER- A disciple, but discipleship can be renewed, re-directed or cancelled. As circumstances change/ our service develops the Lord continues to say Follow me. LORD- Sir- he isn't committed to the Lordship of Christ. let ME FIRST.. BURY MY FATHER- Under the Law, their special commitment to God prevented the High Priest, Lev 21:10-12 and Nazirites, Num 6:6-7, from doing this. So, disciples following the Lord is a higher claim than any other, 6:33; Lk 9:61-62; 14:25-27. A soldier isn't free to rush home to bury his father, or to use commercial opportunities, 2 Tim 2:4. Cp 10:37-38; Lk 14:26.

LET THE DEAD BURY THEIR own DEAD- One of the Lord's statements that shock us/ make us think. Let spiritually dead people bury physically dead people? If God calls you to a spiritual work leave it to others to handle natural responsibilities. But as literally dead people can't do any work, there's no reason to take it to mean the man's father is literally dead. LORD.. ME FIRST.. is a poor start. It's likely he meant "Until my father dies, and I inherit what he gives me - I might miss out on that if I follow You now." Cp Abraham's delaying obedience for years at Haran waiting for his father to die, Acts 7:4. Ezekiel was forbidden to mourn for his loved wife to shock others into realising Judgment was about to fall, Ezek 24:16-25. But, honour Father and Mother has a higher claim than any obligations to God WE CHOOSE to commit ourself to, Mk 7:10-13. The Lord isn't committing all His disciples to the cruelty of cheerfully abandoning parents to unsatisfactory nursing homes, children to boarding schools, wives to living at a distance, etc. The more any such unnatural options appeal to us the less likely it's the Lord's will. 

Footnote **31 The title Son of Man would set men thinking, but as it wasn't a popular term for Messiah it didn't put Him in conflict with the Rulers, until He used it in response to their final challenge, 26:63-64. God often called Ezekiel Son of Man as He sent him as His Suffering-servant Messenger to Israel Ezek 2-3. This involved his totally identifying himself with his fellow Israelites, and in symbol taking on himself their sins, defilement, and God's Judgment on their sins, Ezek 4:1-17. The Lord fulfilled the reality of this for mankind, 1:21; 12:40; 17:22-23; 20:18-19; Lk 9:22; 18:31; 24:37; Jn 12:32-34; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24, etc. In Dan 7:13 the title is used of the glorious One who comes to rule. Jesus will be Son of Man in this sense, 16:27; 19:28; 24:30-31; 25:31-32; 26:64, etc. Stephen saw Him in this role, Acts 7:56. Cp Ps 8. Jesus was Messiah/ Christ to the Jews, Teacher to those He taught, Lord to His Disciples, Son of God in His Being, but Son of Man relates Him to all mankind, both as offering them Salvation, Jn 3:16, and as Judge if they refuse it, 13:41-42; 19:28; 25:31-32. 

     Sometimes it's essential/ God's will, but providing adequately for one's own is required, 1 Tim 5:8. What's adequate in any individual case is their responsibility before the Lord. In a decaying world of the (spiritually) walking dead, disciples are living people who concentrate their efforts on living things.

8:23-27 Jesus stops the Storm

(This reveals the Lord's power over Nature, and the protection this provides for His disciples. Jonah wakened was powerless. Jesus stands up and as LORD commands the storm, Ps 65:7; 89:8-9; 106:8-9; Isa 51:9-10.) **32 
Footnote **32 The restless sea can symbolise the wicked, Isa 57:20; Rev 17:15. Cp Rev 4:6. Winds- evil spiritual influences whip it into storms, Eph 4:14; 2 Pet 2:17; Jude 12-13.

8:23-25 A furious storm- Seismos- An earthquake in 24:7; 28:2, but here a sudden, violent storm. An experience of great shaking that tests their faith, which fails, and the faithfulness of the Lord which never fails, 2 Tim 2:13. THE SHIP WAS COVERED- The waves were breaking over the boat. Waves are seen as threatening things, Ex 15:10; Jer 51:42. Jesus sleeping- Our Lord, who as man worked and rested in obedient fellowship with the Father alongside His disciples, was asleep and they were safe with Him in spite of appearances. He showed that God's obedient children/ servants can safely sleep Ps 4:8; 127:2, because God doesn't sleep, Ps 121:3-4. Storms are part of life, but the Lord is with His disciples as they face them. The DISCIPLES.. WE PERISH/drown- The Greek says We're drowning, sinking. They don't want teaching on how to save themselves. They own their need of a Saviour, and they're willing for Him to be Lord. There's something of that in every conversion.

8:26-27 WHY.. so afraid- Here the Lord rebukes the disciples first, in Mk 4:39-40; Lk 8:24-25 the storm first. Either the order doesn't matter, or the Lord spoke words of reproachful reassurance before and after rebuking the storm. You OF LITTLE FAITH- You don't trust Me much do you! 6:30; 14:31;16:8; Lk 12:28. The Lord is with them, and they believe in following Him, but the boat being swamped is too much for their faith in Him so they were right to come crying to Him. Our faith may be weak and fearful, but when we call to the Lord He saves. Our being more confident in Him would honour Him more, but the reality of discipleship is our inadequacy, and the super-adequacy of the Lord who keeps us, and keeps His work going, through all human failure. We too may be over-confident, too cautious, or cowardly, but as we walk with Him, and offer Him to others, we find that Jesus helps each to face reality, and is sufficient for each in it.

HE.. REBUKED WINDS AND SEA/waves- Matthew as usual has plural winds, Mark singular wind. A GREAT/it was completely CALM- The Creation obeys its Creator. He is our Creator and Redeemer and we must learn to obey Him also, Job 38:8-11; Ps 29:3-10; 65:7; 89:8-9. Cp the nations who rage like a storm, Ps 46:3-6. 

WHAT KIND OF MAN- An expression of amazement. A question looking for an answer as they saw Jesus display more and more of His Work and power. Being with Jesus moved the disciples to record the facts, even when these show the Lord's Grace and Glory against the background of their failure to trust Him. God's Living written Word is like that, and if we're going to be living witnesses, we must do the same. Those to whom we witness must realise that we're as weak as they are, but the Lord being with us changes our present experience and our destiny. 

8:28-34 Jesus Casts Demons Out of Two Men
(Matthew is briefer than Mk 5:1-20; Lk 8:26-39, and so stresses the authority of Jesus who deals swiftly with the situation. He also mentions a second demoniac, perhaps because Jews required two witnesses, 18:16; Deu 19:15. The Lord's power over chaos in the physical world is matched by His power over chaos in the Psychical/ spiritual world. Any disease which involved loss of control, epilepsy, delirium, etc, was thought to be demonic possession. In many cases medical science provides physical explanations. Still, there is (especially in lands where there is strong belief in/ fear of spirits) physical, mental, moral, and spiritual damage produced in people involved with spirits/ spiritism. )

8:28 THE COUNTRY/region OF THE GERGESENES/Gadarenes- The oldest Mss have Gadara, a town 5 miles from the lake, which owned land down to the lake shore. Some coins have Gadar and boats on them. Most Mss have Gergesa- perhaps Choirsa- ruins called today Kursi/ Kersa a small town East of the Lake, and having a nearby cliff. Some Mss have Gerasa/ Jerash 60 miles away. Copyists may have thought bigger, better-known towns were meant. MET TWO demon-possessed men.. TOMBS- The entrance chamber of burial caves would provide shelter, and a bizarre setting - unclean tomb home for man with unclean spirit!

shouted- WHAT.. us- A hostile shout, implying leave us alone. JESUS THOU SON OF GOD- Demons knew who He was and hated Him. Cp Jas 2:19. Jesus discouraged their witnessing, Mk 1:34. Have you COME.. BEFORE THE appointed TIME?- When they rebelled, Satan and demons were allowed to keep some of the power entrusted to them. This continues in spite of the Lord's triumph on the cross, Col 2:15 - Judgment is delayed while men are given a chance to repent, 2 Pet 3:3-10. The Centurion had great Faith, the storm-tossed disciples little faith, these men show no sign of Faith, but the Lord shows total faithfulness in meeting the needs of all. Nothing in the Bible says the Lord demands a certain quantity/ quality of Faith before He will act.

8:30-34 THERE WAS a large herd of pigs- As this was a Gentile area pigs were a favoured food, and a large herd scavenging the countryside made sense. The demons begged.. send us.. pigs- Unclean spirits - unclean animals. GO- One quiet word. THE HERD.. PERISHED/died- Nothing is said of the demons dying - spirits don't drown. Some suggest Demons need a home, etc but as their control of the pigs promptly drowned them and made Jesus unpopular suggests this was their motive. If so Jesus was willing for the local people to face the choice between Pigs and profits/ and Christ and Deliverance from Evil.

Those tending.. reported all- The loss of the pigs and the men restored to normal. THE WHOLE CITY/town- As usual the people as a whole. pleaded.. leave- Pigs are profits. Restored men aren't, so they refuse both Jesus and His work, Cp Acts 16:16-24. Those serving Mammon always resent the coming of Jesus - He makes them uncomfortable. Today those contemplating being set free by the Saviour often have their mind flooded by reminders of what it will cost them. The Lord permits this - Sonship is a life of freedom, and so must be taken up freely.

CHAPTER   NINE 

9:1-17 Sins Forgiven, Sinner Recruited, & Fasting .

9:1-8 Sins Forgiven & Paralysis Cured

(In contrast to Mk 2:1-12; Lk 5:17-26 Matthew's brevity stresses that Jesus was God in their midst healing sickness and forgiving sins, Ps 103:3. This pictured that as their Messiah, He was offering Israel forgiveness of sin, and power to walk with God.)

9:1-2  Some men BROUGHT a paralytic- Carrying him as he could not move himself. Maybe we have helpless friends who need us to bring them to the Lord in prayer, and in contact with the Gospel. When JESUS saw THEIR FAITH- Including the man's faith - the Lord doesn't forgive sins or heal against people's wishes. Cp 8:5-13; 15:22-28. SON, BE OF GOOD CHEER/take heart- A friendly way of greeting someone in need of help. 

Your SINS are FORGIVEN- Aphiemi- Sent away, as Israel's sins were sent away on the scapegoat, Lev 16:21. God has done it, but the Lord in 9:6 makes it clear He is more than the mouthpiece through which God announces forgiveness, He Himself is involved in the forgiving - hinting that He is God with us, 1:21-23. Any Jew knew that all sin was ultimately against God, and God alone could forgive sins, Ps 51:4. We know that forgiveness is possible only because of the Cross, Eph 1:7, etc. Perhaps the man was paralysed with guilt and fear of God and His Judgment. Scripture doesn't say it was so, but Jesus uses the situation to demonstrate His ability to forgive sins, and picture the freedom to walk with God He gives. From 1:21, to 26:28, Matthew emphasises the forgiveness of sins. (See also, 6:12-15; 18:15-35.) This would be specially relevant to Jews, when the destruction of the Temple, AD 70, meant that the offering of sacrifices for sins ceased.

9:3-4 SCRIBES/teachers.. THIS MAN is blaspheming- Cp 26:65. The LORD alone forgives sin, Ex 34:6-7; Isa 43:25 44:22. Nathan had told David that the Lord had forgiven his sin, 2 Sam 12:13. But Jesus proclaimed forgiveness without mentioning the Lord. They may have objected also because there was no evidence of the man having kept the Law, offered sacrifices or even asked for God's forgiveness. Messiah wasn't expected to forgive sins, God alone did so, Jer 31:34; Mi 7:18-19. JESUS KNOWING- SEEING in some older Mss may be original, to parallel SEEING their faith, 9:2. THEIR THOUGHTS- 12:25. SAID why.. EVIL thoughts IN YOUR HEARTS- They were judging Jesus as blaspheming. He assures them that the problem was in their minds. It was their thoughts that were evil in thinking evil of Him. 

9:5-6 EASIER TO SAY- It's just as easy to say one set of words as the other. The first is obviously easier (I understand priests say it regularly) as no visible evidence is to be expected. But the second is exposed as mere empty words unless the man stands up and walks. so you MAY KNOW THE SON OF MAN has POWER/authority- Cp 12:28. As Emmanuel, God with us, 1:23, ON EARTH- While He is on earth before His death and resurrection, OR while people are alive on earth, without waiting for Judgment day. TO FORGIVE SIN.. ARISE/Get up.. GO HOME- Our Lord publicly shows He has authority to forgive sins. Authority from God - expressing His unbroken fellowship with God, Jn 8:29, etc was seen in all the Lord said and did, 7:29; 21:23-27; 28:18. God exercises His authority through us when Jn 15:8-10 is true of us.

9:7-8 HE AROSE/got up, went HOME- The Lord's claim to forgive sins was confirmed at once, and their criticism condemned. The crowd MARVELLED- Thaumazo [RT] were filled with awe- Phobeo [Nes]. Mark and Luke say amazed, as no doubt they were. The older Matthew Mss say they had a sense of awe as they realised that at the word of Jesus, God had instantly healed a paralysed man who carried his bed home. This emphasises the sense of the presence of God at work, and the thought of sins being forgiven. Cp 17:6; 27:54; Mk 4:41; 5:15; 10:32; 16:8. GLORIFIED/praised GOD- Cp 5:16 15:31. GIVEN SUCH POWER/authority to MEN- Acknowledging Jesus as being a man to whom God granted authority to work miracles, like Moses, Elijah, etc. It's not clear that they accepted that He was authorised to forgive sins. We now know He is, and proclaim it in the Gospel, Acts 13:38-39; Eph 1:7. 

9:9-13 Jesus Calls Matthew to follow Him

(The Lord, who has just shown He forgives sinners now shows He takes them into His service.)

9:9-10 JESUS.. SAW.. MATTHEW- Presumably the man called Levi in Mk 2:14; Lk 5:27. AT THE tax collector's booth- Probably at the city entrance, collecting tax-duties on goods entering Herod's Galilee. The Lord calls people individually, and He comes to them where they are, even if the associations are unsavoury. Tax collectors were despised: for working for the oppressing pagan Romans and their puppet Kings, for dealing with unclean people and goods, and for setting their own wages by the amount they could collect in excess of what they promised to the Government. Greed was normal, Lk 3:13; 19:8. They were banned from the synagogue and their word as a witness wasn't accepted by Jewish courts. By calling Matthew Jesus showed how fully He forgave/ cleansed sin. FOLLOW ME- Cp the call of Aaron & Paul from the depth of sin to the height of service Ex 32:22-30; 1 Tim 1:14-16. Matthew FOLLOWED HIM- He gave up a secure, good income, and found a destiny and honour. 

While Jesus was having dinner- A great feast organised in His honour by Matthew as a witness to his companions, Lk 5:29. Tax collectors AND SINNERS- The term included Tax-collectors, the immoral, Lk 7:37-50, Gentiles, Gal 2:15. The Lord was willing to sit and eat with = identify Himself with, such, Lk 15:1-2; 19:1-10. That God's people need to separate themselves from sinful company and actions is taught in Ps 1; 26:4-11; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1, etc. But in Christ that is to be a heart separation in SAVED sinners as they are kind to and witness to UNSAVED sinners. The Lord was willing to forgive sinners, and have fellowship/ share food and life with them. The Kingdom was a banquet offered to Israel in taking up the covenant and promises of God. Jesus made it clear that this was open to all who repented and in faith responded to the Gospel invitation, 8:11-12; 221-14; 25:1-13; 26:29. The Pharisees offered men the hope that if they kept the law perfectly they might earn the righteousness needed. Jesus, and the Gospel, offered righteousness/ life shared with God, by Grace, to be received by Faith, and THAT transformed their lives/ made it possible for them to live righteously. 

9:11-13 PHARISEES.. Why.. eat with.. SINNERS- They were condemning, not asking for information - How dare your Master claim to be a teacher from God, and yet mix with religious outcasts. Under the law none are righteous at heart, Rom 3:10, but it's possible to go through the outward motions of Law-keeping and be proudly self-righteous. To the Pharisees, outward behaviour was all-important. Formally separating themselves from unclean people and things was part of this. JESUS.. not the healthy need a doctor, but the SICK- Doctors may catch disease from a patient and die, yet the whole point of being a doctor  is willingness to deal with the sick. The OT described sinners in terms of sickness, Isa 1:4-6. He spent time with the spiritually sick for their spiritual health, not for His personal pleasure. 

BUT LEARN what this means- A routine way of directing someone to a Scripture that will give them information needed to improve their understanding of the truth. I desire MERCY NOT SACRIFICE- The Lord doesn't discredit the sacrifices, but they were part of God's reaching out in mercy to sinners with a view to restoring them to fellowship with Himself. The Pharisees rigidly followed the outward form of OT worship, because it made them feel superior to the "sinners" who didn't, Lk 18:11-12. All good actions can be a selfish effort to be proudly self-righteousness. The Lord was showing mercy by being present with the sinners who would be interested in why Matthew had left such a well-paid occupation. That was more pleasing to God than offering sacrifices, Heb 10:5-7. Cp 1 Sam 15:22; Mic 6:6-8. Mercy requires an identification with others moved by heart-love for God, and those in need, 1 Cor 13:1-3. The Lord often refers His Pharisee critics back to the Scriptures with which they were familiar, 12:3-8; 15:3-9; 19:4-6; 22:43-45. 

NOT COME TO CALL THE RIGHTEOUS BUT SINNERS TO REPENTANCE- They thought their outward obedience to the routines of the law made them righteous. The Lord warned that this self-righteousness was not enough for admission to God's Kingdom, 5:20. Until they admitted that, He as Saviour of sinners could do nothing for them. Cp Jn 3:1-16. The Lord spent time with sinners, not because He shares their love for sin, but with a view to freeing them from the slavery of sin by bringing them to repentance. Eg Matthew-Levi, Zaccheaus, the woman, and Saul the Pharisee, Mk 2:14-17; Lk 19:2-10; 1 Tim 1:15. "He came where we were so we could be forever where He belongs," McDonald. The sacrifice most acceptable to the Lord is a repentant heart, Ps 51:17. 

9:14-17 Jesus Questioned about Fasting

(We're to choose our company to fit in with God's purposes of Mercy and choose to feast or fast to the glory of God, 1 Cor 10:31, but not expect to be able to follow the OT routines.)

9:14-15 THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN- And Pharisees, Mk 2:18; Lk 5:33. John lived a self-denying life, 3:1-4, and called them to repentance and earnest living. Matthew celebrates becoming a disciple by turning on a party so his friends can enjoy meeting Jesus. How is it that we and the Pharisees fast? [RT] has OFT- Made a habit of fasting regularly. Fasting is part of almost all religions as it symbolises the suppression of bodily appetites in favour of the spiritual life. This may be a sinful, self-righteous refusal to enjoy what God has given, 1 Tim 4:1-5, or a sensible temporary concentration on prayer, seeking God's guidance etc 4:1-11; Acts 13:2-3; 14:23; 1 Cor 7:5. They thought a spiritual leader should make a show of being superior to the natural desire for food, and train his disciples to do the same. 

Your disciples do not fast- They would have fasted on the day of Atonement as required in Lev 16:29; Num 29:7-11. But the Pharisees insisted on being seen to fast every Monday and Thursday. The holiness/ separateness that Jesus embodied and taught was an inward heart-fellowship with God that was unbroken when He ate with all sorts of people, and enjoyed doing so. Fasting is a self-centred, self-cultivating discipline, not neighbour-centred. It's self-denial, that easily became proudly self-righteous, Lk 18:12. The Lord brought the "New Wine" of Love that delights itself in the Lord, and reaches out in love to others, Ps 37; Jn 15:8-17, Rom 5:5, etc. In Ch 8 the disciples were being trained to keep their eyes on the Master. In Ch 9 trained to look through His eyes on the needs of others.

THE CHILDREN OF THE BRIDE CHAMBER/guests of the bridegroom MOURN- Fasting goes with mourning. Weddings are a time of feasting. The Lord, the bridegroom, being with the disciples makes it a time of feasting for them. A Jewish Wedding party was a week of relaxing and enjoying the best available food, drink, and company. To fast would insult the bride and bridegroom, and lessen the happiness. The Lord doesn't want His disciples to draw attention to their discipline and piety. He wants them to be known for their mercy and not sacrifice. Cp Col 2:16-23. John's fasting was part of the preparation for Messiah. The Pharisees would expect to Feast, not Fast when Messiah came, Isa 62:1-5. Cp Rev 19:7. The Lord hinted that He, the bridegroom Messiah, Hos 2:19; Jn 3:29, was with them - although he would be taken away. 

THE BRIDEGROOM- Messiah will BE TAKEN FROM THEM- By death on the Cross, Isa 53:8; Dan 9:26; Jn 2:19. The joy and glory of life with His Bride in His Kingdom would be postponed. THEN they will Fast- This applies specifically to the crucifixion-burial period, Jn 16:20, but in a general sense still applies. The Lord is physically absent - we live by FAITH, not sight 2 Cor 5:7 and the world we live in isn't HIS wedding party/ all joy for us! Though in a real sense the Lord is also with us always, 18:20; 28:20. The Lord leaves His disciples free to fast from food, or marriage, 19:10-12, if before the Lord they are convinced it is His will for them - temporarily, or permanently.

9:16-17 No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old- Palaios- Old, worn out garment- To repair it when it needs patching. Cp Mk 2:21-22; Lk 5:36-39. The NEW Covenant of Grace/ the indwelling of God by His Spirit, 2 Cor 3:3-18; Heb 8:10-13 made the Covenant of Law OLD- Palaioo, DECAYED/Obsolete- Palaioo, WAXED OLD/Aging- Gerasko- Geriatric. READY TO VANISH/Soon to disappear. The new-cloth patch will shrink and pull away- from the old cloth. To try to patch Grace onto Law to make up for the defects and failure of Law is worse than useless. A whole new garment needs to be provided in Christ. Law-keeping having done its work is to be discarded and replaced by Christ-pleasing in response to the promptings, and in the power of, the indwelling Spirit of God, Rom 7-8; Gal 3:19-29. Ritual fasting/ wedding feast fellowship with Christ, new patch/ old garment, new wine/ old wineskin, were impossible situations. Pharisaic Christians tried to use the Gospel to patch Law, Acts 15, but with Jesus the NEW has come, and it can't be combined with the OLD routines of the Law, or any set of external church routines, rules or requirements.

NEW WINE- The indwelling power, energy, and joy of the Spirit under the New Covenant. OLD BOTTLES/wineskins- Pottery jars of wine were hard to carry so leather "bottles" were made from a goat skin with neck and feet tied off. As the wine fermented the built-up pressure stretched a raw skin, but an old skin, already stretched and brittle, would burst. Cp OLD/NEW contrast in Rom 7:6; Eph 4:22-24; Col 3:9-10. wine run out.. wineskins PERISH/be ruined- Men tried to contain the Gospel in the old forms of Law, Acts 15:5, but this made the work of Christ ineffective, Gal 2:21. Over the years the church formalised worship and witness into rituals under Priests, modelled on those of the Law, and the Gospel of Grace was ignored - the New wine lost. The Gospel regained in the Reformation was again buried under formal religious routines. We who have benefitted from the "Be a NT church, Brethren revival" are also tempted to enforce the FORMS of worship and witness we inherited, even if irrelevant in a changing world, instead of the IDEAL of freedom in direct dependence on the Word of God and the Spirit of God. The transforming work of the Spirit in the lives of converts and congregations tests/ reveals the weakness of the old skins, which have hardened/ lost flexibility, and both will be damaged unless we're prepared to change and grow in Christ. Older Believers don't have to LIKE changes, Lk 5:39. The changes may not be BETTER when measured by our standards, or Bible standards. God's concern is that they be effective means of His Mercy reaching sinners, 9:13 - to SAVE and transform them, not just entertain them. 

NEW- Neos- New in time, newly made from a new harvest. WINE. NEW- Kainos- New in quality, new and different. BOTTLES/wineskins- The Lord, His Teaching and the discipleship He is forming are the NEW wine and NEW wineskins. Calvary will replace Sinai, along with being baptised in the Spirit into the Body of Christ, 3:11; 1 Cor 12:13, and His indwelling providing New Birth, New Power, New Covenant, New Guidance in a New Relationship, and New Fruit. Obedience to external Laws, rituals - of Separation from sinners, Sacrifices, Fasting etc are the OLD. 

      They CAN'T be mixed. To do so wrecks the old system and the new will go to waste uselessly. Christ has introduced the NEW, which needs to function under NEW terms.

BOTH- the NEW WINE, (which isn't spilled) and the NEW SKINS (Which being flexible aren't burst) ARE PRESERVED-The OLD skins were VISIBLE EXTERNAL BEHAVIOURS, AND VISIBLE EXTERNAL RITUALS. The NEW skins are INVISIBLE, SPIRITUAL REALITIES AND PRINCIPLES, Jn 4:19-24. Cp Jn 7:38-39; 2 Cor 3:6-17; Eph 5:18-20; Col 3:1-17. This makes unspiritual people uncomfortable - as to them invisible means non-existent. They either try to put the Gospel back into the forms of the OLD Covenant, or try to create visible wineskins of external church order patterned on the OT order, and enforce them, or try to create visible "Pentecostal" wineskins of speaking in tongues, prophesying, working miracles, or visible "our tradition" wineskins of retaining Bible translations, hymnbooks, hours and forms of worship and witness.

Only NEW people made new in Christ, and being renewed in His likeness, Col 3:10, can appreciate the NEW with its freedom to conform to Christ, rather than rules, and be kept from lapsing into lawless, arrogant and oppressive behaviour, Gal 5:1, 13-26. Only those Christ indwells by His Spirit are able to carry out the tough commands He has been expounding since 5:1 = live in the son-ship freedom and enjoyment of fellowship in Christ, Gal 2:20. The Lord Jesus is laying down PRINCIPLES, to be followed as individuals with our eyes on Him in order to fellowship with Him, not RULES or RITUALS to which all must conform/ force others to conform. 

9:18-34 Jesus Gives Life, Healing, Sight & Speech 

9:18-26 A Girl Raised & a Woman Healed

(The authority/ power of Jesus is shown again by raising a dead girl and chronic illness cured by touching Him. That the stories link a dead 12 year old girl, Mk 5:42, and a woman ritually unclean 12 years may picture 12 tribes of Israel spiritually unclean/ dead, with  Messiah/ Christ her only hope.)

9:18-19 A RULER- Of the synagogue, Mk 5:22; Lk 8:41. WORSHIPPED/knelt .. SHE will LIVE- Or come back to life- confident faith. JESUS.. went with HIM- Or Jesus started out to go with him - to fit Mk 5:21 where the incident (if the same) began when Jesus was walking by the Lake.

9:20-22 A WOMAN.. TWELVE YEARS- If, as is likely, the bleeding was from her womb she would have been ritually unclean for those 12 years, Lev 15:25-30, and would defile anything she touched - so, unseen, touched only THE HEM/edge OF HIS GARMENT- Probably the tassel the Law required a Jewish man to wear on the corners of his garment, Num 15:37-41. Jesus was faithful to OT Law, but objected to making a show of faithfulness to it, 23:5. Jesus was never annoyed at interruptions, Jas 1:5. Despair of medical help, Mk 5:26, drove her. IF I TOUCH HIS cloak.. be healed- The healing power was in Him, not the robe, Lk 8:46. 

JESUS.. SAID DAUGHTER, BE OF GOOD COMFORT/take heart- As in 9:2, a friendly reassurance, Mk 5:33. Many thronged Christ, but He knows those who in their need come to Him in Faith, and assures her that all is well. Your FAITH has healed you- Perhaps the woman thought in terms of magical healing, but the Lord makes it clear that she was cured because she believed in Him/ that He would heal her. Blessing doesn't come from touching blessed persons or objects, but from personal contact with the Lord, in response to hearing about Him, Rom 10:15-17. Once again FAITH is the trigger of His healing action, as in 8:8-13; 9:2; 9:29; 15:28. Cp Mk 10:52; Lk 7:50. It's Faith in Jesus, moving us to make some contact with Him that saves/ heals. healed- Right then, as in 8:13; 15:28; 17:18. 

9:23-24 WHEN JESUS entered THE HOUSE- After the delay. SAW THE flute players.. noisy crowd- In Jewish tradition even a poor family hired two flute players and one wailing woman to lead the mourning. The neighbours and friends joined in with loud wailing etc to express their sympathy and sense of loss in the death. Go away.. NOT DEAD, BUT asleep- Katheudo- In the NT is generally used of literal sleep, 8:24, or figuratively of spiritual inertia Eph 5:14, etc. Koimao is used for sleep/ death, 1 Cor 15:51; 1 Th 4:14, etc. Katheudo is used for the sleep of death, followed by wakening, in the LXX Dan 12:2. THEY LAUGHED at Him- They were certain she was dead, Mk 5:35. The shallowness of the mourning of the friends and neighbours as well as the paid mourners is obvious in their instant switch to loud mockery at the thought that the family might be robbed of the need for them. 

9:25-26 the crowd put outside- Only the parents and three privileged disciples were allowed to remain, 17:1; 26:37; Mk 5:37. The Lord made it very clear that Healing shouldn't be a "show" of His power to an applauding audience, and that a simple word or action was all that was needed. The father had believed that Jesus was greater than death, and He honoured that Faith. Cp Elijah, 1 Ki 17:19, Elisha, 2 Ki 4:33, Peter, Acts 9:40. HE TOOK the girl BY THE HAND- By omitting the words Matthew makes it clear that no magic formula was involved. she got up.

9:27-34 Jesus Gives Sight and Speech

(Life for the dead, sight to the blind, speech to the dumb - He gives life, understanding, and the ability to witness. Macdonald )

9:27-28 TWO BLIND MEN FOLLOWED calling SON OF DAVID- The promised Deliverer/ Messiah, 1:1; 15:22; 20:30; 21:9, 15; 2 Sam 7:12-13; 1 Chr 17:11-12. HAVE MERCY ON US- Mercy isn't an emotion, but practical help in response to need as in 15:22; 17:15; 18:33; 20:30-31. They want a share of the promised blessings, Isa 29:18; 35:5; 42:7; 61:1 through Jesus as Son of David. We easily accept this Messianic title being applied to Him, for we know He IS that. It would be to the Pharisees a shocking claim that Jesus is the Christ.

INTO THE HOUSE/gone indoors.. CAME TO HIM- They had been required to "knock and enter" as this time the Lord hadn't at once done what He was asked to do. Delay can sift the reality of our commitment to our request **33 and our commitment to the One we're asking. It gave them the chance to display pursuing faith that's determined to get an answer, making them a valuable example to us. 

JESUS.. Do ye believe?- They may have started with only a casual hope but the delay had brought them into a closer contact and a clearer expression of faith. We must really WANT what we ask for, and BELIEVE God can grant it - if it's His will. Yes LORD- Yes opens them to His Grace, Lord opens them to His power. The Lord insists on personal conversation because He wants permanent, personal fellowship with them. He has no desire to be a blessing machine, and Secret faith/ discipleship have an unreality about them, and no way forward with the Lord. Profession without heart-belief is empty, but heart-belief without expression gives no confidence/ joy in Salvation, Rom 10:9-10.

9:29-31 ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH **34- Not in proportion to your faith, but in response to faith - which is our response to God's revelation of His will in promises in Christ, 2 Cor 1:20. In the Bible no one is ever told they can't have what they asked for as their faith is too small, but they may need to persist in asking in order to receive what His Mercy gives. The world says Seeing is believing. The Lord said believing is seeing - until men are willing to believe Him they remain blind to what He has said. Cp Jn 11:40; Heb 11:3; 1 Jn 5:13. One day, when they believe/ receive Him, Christ will remove the blindness from Israel, Isa 35:5; 42:7, Rom 11:25. 

THEIR sight restored. JESUS warned THEM SEE NO MAN knows- Jesus didn't like to "show off" - He healed them in the house, not publicly. Generally His dealings with us are a private matter. Cp 6:1-8, 16-18. Jesus knew it would be a temptation to them to make themselves and their experience the centre of attention, and warned against such self-preoccupation, and showing off - Look at me I'm the man..!

BUT THEY SPREAD the news- Gratitude isn't an excuse for disobedience. People need a personal experience of the Lord followed by obedient fellowship with Him in the power of that new life. But their wonderful personal spiritual experience didn't produce obedience. A wonderful public testimony to an experience of God's Grace, may drown out any sense of need of obedience, 7:7-29. Our only hope is Grace 

Footnote **33 As a School Principal I liked to get equipment teachers said they needed for their work. But when it had taken two months for one item to arrive, none of my staff would admit having asked for it, and it remained unused. From then on I made sure that nothing was purchased until a reasonable delay showed by their persistent repetition of the request the item would really be used! 

Footnote **34 As always He could have said, according to MY GRACE.. but His Grace is constant, ever available. Faith earns nothing, but whether men are saved and blessed or not is determined by our willingness to turn to Him and ask. Christ accepts us as we are, but with a view to our being transformed to what God wills us to be - to be like Christ, Rom 8:29-30. Faith isn't merely mental assent, it's also a willed commitment to the Lord and His will.

     received by Faith, but this doesn't automatically, effortlessly propel us into obedient living. Commitment is needed as well, 2 Cor 5:5-10. Ever since Gen 3;3-6 man has been tempted to believe his own ideas about God are better than what God's Word says. So God's plain commands can be ignored/ disobeyed in strict Fundamentalist churches, and enthusiastic Charismatic ones. Having been born again/ received the Holy Spirit requires us to co-operate by learning and obeying the written Word of God, against our natural inclinations, Rom 8:1-16. 

9:32-34 A DUMB MAN- The word suggests he was deaf as well (11:5) and  demon possessed- The Lord Jesus alone can work the miracles of Salvation, but often that involves the work of unknown people who bring others to Him in prayer and witness. Generally Scripture distinguishes between sickness which is healed, and demon possession, but WHEN THE demon WAS CAST/driven out the man.. spoke, apparently right away.  The crowds were amazed- Cp 8:27. Nothing like this.. in Israel- God has never revealed His saving power in this way before in their history, or personal experience. The Priests sacrificed, the scribes taught, but only with the coming of Jesus did such miracles happen - indicating the presence of the Kingdom of God. The Lord's words and works are beginning to make the ordinary people consider that Jesus might be the Messiah. Knowing this THE PHARISEES- will do anything to discredit everything He does, 12:24; Lk 11:52. by THE PRINCE OF demons- Their anger that the Lord showed up the shallowness of their proud external Righteousness, and jealousy of His success, goads them into increasing opposition and irrational comment. 

9:35-10:15 The Lord Prepares & Sends out His Apostles

(Bruner points out that as 4:23-24 summarises the Lord's ministry to the needy crowds and leads into "The Sermon on the Mount," 9:35-38, summarises and leads into 10:1-42 which he calls "The Sermon on Mission." Jesus asks them to see the crowds as He sees them and to pray for the Father to send out workers to meet that need. This prepares them to hear His call to join Him in His work. By His written Word, and the work of the Spirit of God, our Lord still urges us to SEE people as they are in the light of eternity and God's purposes, to PRAY, and to put ourselves into the Lord's hands to fellowship with Him in His work, at His direction.)

9:35-38 Compassion & Prayer

9:35-36 JESUS WENT- Cp 4:23. TEACHING IN SYNAGOGUES- Where Jews met to worship, and wherever He was PREACHING THE GOSPEL/good news OF THE KINGDOM HEALING EVERY SICKNESS/disease.. HE had COMPASSION/on them- The word means to be inwardly emotionally distressed, filled with pity and concern. As in 14:14; 15:32; 18:27; 20:34. This contrasts with the smug superiority with which the Pharisees looked down on the ordinary people, Jn 7:48-49. As we look at people around us it's easier to stand with the Pharisees and blame them for their unhappiness, or fear them for their evilness, rather than to share our Lord's distress at their present unhappiness, and their hopeless future. Our pre-occupation with their sin, and the need of repentance, can smother compassion, and wall us off from those in need of the Gospel.

FAINTED/were harassed- Or bewildered, SCATTERED/helpless- Or thrown around, vulnerable. Oppressed with the deceitfulness of life, and by leaders who demanded more of the people than they gave them, 23:4. The Herods, the scribes, priests, and Pharisees each looked after their own interests and cared little for the flock. The Lord saw them through Shepherd eyes Jn 10:1-16; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 5:4 and was more concerned for their helpless suffering, even if it was the natural result of their foolish choices, than He was concerned about their non-conformity. 

SHEEP without a SHEPHERD- Moses and David were shepherds before being called to shepherd Israel, Ex 3:1; 1 Sam 16:11-12. The only hope for the people was the coming of their Shepherd/ Messiah, 15:24; Num 27:17; Ezek 34:23-24; Zech 13:7. People today need shepherds sent by THE Shepherd to lead them through the green pastures of Scripture so that they learn of Jesus Christ crucified, risen, interceding, and coming. People need to know that God loves them, has provided righteousness in Christ for them, so that they can learn to live righteous, Christ-like lives.

9:37-38 THE HARVEST- People in this life are sheep who need shepherding. But as far as eternity is concerned they're a harvest field to be reaped for God, brought into the barn of His eternal blessing. This is urgent as if a harvest isn't reaped when it's ripe, much grain will be lost. workers ARE FEW- A harvest of people who are aware of their need, who might be persuaded to turn to God and trust Him, may pass that stage and become indifferent unless workers contact them with Gospel information and urge them to act on it while their openness lasts.

PRAY/Ask THE LORD OF THE HARVEST- The Father in Jn 15:1. The size of the task, and its urgency in view of the eternal consequences, would crush us in despair if we didn't remember it's the LORD'S work - our part is to pray that people like us will accept His direction, Acts 13:1-4. Faith, being made aware of a need, turns to God in prayer. Seeing the need constitutes a call to pray, but not a call for us to rush out because others don't. The Lord is sovereign. He has commanded us to pray, and prayer over the matter will make us receptive to God's guidance as to any part we may be trusted to play in meeting the need. We must be loyal to the Lord and do this. Liberal churches view prayer as impractical, so form committee meetings to raise funds, organise activities, lobby Governments, etc and see no need to consider or submit themselves to God and His purposes. Progressive Evangelicals hire advertising consultants, organise seminars to show us how to imitate Big Business and create a successful "Gospel Product," that will be bought by the public.

to send out- Ekballo- Throw out LABOURERS/workers INTO HIS HARVEST field- Generally the harvest is when God steps in in judgment, 13:30, 39; Joel 3:11-17; Mk 13:27; Rev 14:14-20. But here we're to get people ready to be harvested into His barns by pointing people to Christ while they are willing to flee from the wrath to come. It's the decisions people make here and now, regarding Christ and His Salvation, that settle the verdict. The Judgment Day simply enforces the consequences of their decisions. 

CHAPTER    TEN

10:1-15 The Twelve Apostles Sent Out

(The Lord had taken up His Ministry, (3-4) proclaimed the principles of His Kingdom, (5-7) and toured Galilee demonstrating them, by miracles of compassion that proved He was the promised Messiah, (8-9). He had expressed concern for the hopelessly lost sheep, and, changing the metaphor, urged the Disciples to pray that the Father would send out reapers to bring them in to Him as a harvest. Having looked and prayed - which tunes us into God, and His purposes - they hear the Lord's call to answer their own prayers, (So may we.) Sayings found scattered through the other Gospels are given here as a continuous discourse. OR, items from this discourse were repeated in other settings - 9:37-38 is in Lk 10:2. Moses, who had worked miracles, put some of his power on Joshua, only at God's command. Elisha received power direct from God after Elijah had gone. Jesus commands and equips others, giving them authority to act as He has acted. They're not a ruling hierarchy - being Apostles is part of being disciples, and Matthew calls them disciples everywhere else.

They are to join Him in reaching out to the lost sheep of Israel, challenging them specifically that their Messiah had come, and rejection of His servants was unforgivable. And, in a cultural setting rather like village India today, itinerate as they had done with Jesus, working miracles and accepting any hospitality offered them. Cp Mk 6:7-13; Lk 9:1-6. God's intention to reach out to Gentiles later, is hinted in 8:11-12; 21:43; 25:32, and Gentiles who sought Him out in faith were blessed, 4:24-25; 8:5-13. While the principles are for our instruction today, Rom 15:4; 2 Tim 3:16, the Lord countermanded these orders in Lk 22:35-36, and gave us a new, post-resurrection commission in 28:18-20. There the Lord gives no authority to work miracles, but retains all authority and assures them of His presence. From then on He granted miracles as signs confirming their message, only as HE wills. Cp Mk 16:15-18; Acts 13:11-12; 1 Cor 12-14; Heb 2:3.)

10:1 HE CALLED TWELVE- A small enough number for close fellowship. There were 12 Tribes. The 12 are mentioned as a unit in 11:1; 19:28; 20:17; 26:14, 20, 47; Acts 1:13. DISCIPLES- Mathetes- Learners who spent time with a Teacher, watching, listening, obeying so as to learn to be like him. The Lord chose them, but they also made the choice and effort to follow Him physically, and inwardly with heart and mind, and open themselves to be changed by what they learned.

HE GAVE THEM POWER/authority- **35 Exousia- Authority-power. The right and ability to act in the matter. The work they were sent to do is done in enemy territory, for Satan has been "The God of this world" 2 Cor 4:4, ever since man chose to trust him rather than God. 

Footnote **35  Miracles were signs to the Jews, 1 Cor 1:22, that Jesus was their Messiah. The 12 were given Authority-Power to work miracles on their own initiative as He wasn't present with them. After His rejection, crucifixion and resurrection the Lord Jesus holds all Exousia- Authority-Power, and is with every one of His servants, wherever they are. On that basis He gave them/ us different commissions, Mt 28:18-20 - to DISCIPLE- bring people into obedience to Christ, BAPTISE those disciples into public identification with God and the Gospel, and to TEACH them all Christ taught so that they live in fellowship with Him. The Exousia- Authority-Power to decide when the "Church-Age Commission" of Mt 28:18-20 is to run out, and the Kingdom be restored to Israel, belongs to God the Father, but the Dunamis- Ability-Power for our witness is provided by the indwelling Holy Spirit, Acts 1:7-9. It wasn't their business to decide to heal the sick or cast out demons, nor was Authority-Power to do this given them. 

drive out UNCLEAN SPIRITS- Every response to Satan's agents, the World or fallen human nature, defiles us, no matter how innocent and attractive the thought, feeling, or action may seem to us. They are lying spirits, speaking on behalf of the murderous Liar, Jn 8:44. The Apostles were given authority/ the right to rule, not over men, but over what hurts men. HEAL EVERY SICKNESS- Nosos DISEASE- Malakia- Weakness, disability that follows sickness. Cp 4:23; 9:35.

10:2- 5 THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES- Apostolos- One sent forth. The Lord says COME and learn from Him as Disciples. In due course these may be told to GO, on His behalf. The TWELVE and Paul were AUTHORISED SENT ONES, in a special sense, but in their measure every Believer is also sent.

FIRST SIMON PETER- Petros- a piece of rock. Hebrew, Cephas. Not FIRST as a senior position - the Lord forbade any idea of a hierarchy, 20:20-28; 23:8-12. Peter did have outstanding qualities - Impetuous, generous-hearted, a born leader, but Matthew (the only one who says he was FIRST) shows him as first in folly as well as in spiritual leadership. There IS leadership in the Church, but it's kept in place by the Gospel. Peter is answerable to criticism, Acts 10; 11; 15; Gal 2 for having acted in fear of James. ANDREW HIS BROTHER- He brought Peter and others to Jesus, Jn 1:36, 41.

JAMES SON OF ZEBEDEE.. JOHN- With Peter made up the privileged inner group, 17:1; 26:37; Mk 5:37; 13:3. James was killed by Herod, Acts 12:2. PHILIP- Who brought Nathanael to Jesus, Jn 1:47. Probably son of Tolmai, so BARTHOLOMEW. THOMAS- Twin- Te'oma in Aramaic, Didymus in Greek, loyal pessimist and doubter, Jn 11:16; 20:19-28. MATTHEW tax collector- Other gospels put him ahead of Thomas, and spare him the title tax-collector. But Matthew presents God as blessing and using those who human pride would keep out of sight - The women in the Genealogy, the Magi, the Leper, Centurion, Cp Ps 25:8-9. As Jesus tamed the wild men at the tombs He shows His power by "taming a Zealot, and having him work with a tax-collector. (He still puts contrasting characters together in one Fellowship.)

JAMES SON OF ALPHAEUS, LEBBAEUS-THADDAEUS- Most Mss have either name rather than both. Also known as Judas son of James, Lk 6:16. SIMON THE CANAANITE/the Zealot- Kananites- from Aramaic Qan'an- Zealot used in Lk 6:15. Zealots were patriotic revolutionaries/ terrorists/ freedom fighters determined to make the situation in Israel under Roman rule intolerable to Romans and Jews alike. JUDAS ISCARIOT- Man of Kerioth in Judah, or from the Aramaic word Isqarya- False one, deceiver - the name given AFTER his betrayal of Jesus. WHO BETRAYED HIM- That he would betray was foreknown by Jesus, Jn 6:70, and foretold in Ps 109:7-8; Jn 17:12. Judas was called, and functioned successfully as an

Footnote **35 (cont) The Lord was with them personally, and would grant that such things happened incidentally as they travelled and preached, if He chose. By doing so He confirmed the fact that He had sent them, and approved of what they were saying, Mk 16:17-18; Heb 2:3-4. The FORM of our Christian witness is not spelled out (as it was for the "Kingdom Commission" Mt 10) as we need to be free to adapt to culture. Bare feet and no spare shirt isn't always appropriate!

     Apostle, without anyone but the Lord seeming to have any doubts about the reality of His faith and work. In spite of his privilege of being with Jesus, the Lord could say of Him as of those in 7:21-23 I never knew you. In general terms we must all remember that all we have in Christ is by His Mercy alone. Matthew sets the names in pairs. Going in twos, Mk 6:7 provided supportive fellowship, and adequate testimony to the truth, Jn 8:17. Cp Peter and John, Acts 3:1; Paul and Barnabas, Acts 13:2, Paul and Silas, Acts 15:40. We're all different, and all benefit from the stimulus, support, balancing, etc of fellowship as brothers in spiritual things/ the Lord's work. Note the obvious differences in background and temperament. That none were important men in the world made it obvious that what they had to give was received from the Lord, Acts 4:13. Some names were EARNED, by past choices- Tax collector etc - or future choice- Judas Betrayer. The Lord gave Simon a NAME TO LIVE UP TO- ROCK. He gives US the name SAINT!

10:5-6 THESE TWELVE- Emphatic in the Greek. This is specifically for them, then, not for disciples in general OR for us and now. COMMANDED THEM/with the following instructions- Sent out having commanded, in the Greek. SAYING GO NOT- Aperchomai- To go away or aside- from the appointed path. INTO THE WAY OF/among GENTILES- The places where the Non-Jews live - there were such in Palestine at the time. The Gospel was also to the Jew first, Acts 1:1:8; 13:46; Rom 1:16, but then, it's open to all, everywhere - the distinction between Jew and Gentile having been abolished, Eph 2:14. 

SAMARITANS- Part Jews of Samaria, descended from settlers brought in by the Assyrians, 2 Ki 17:24, and Israelites left in the land after the exile of the nation, 2 Chr 30:1-11. They were rejected by the returned Exiles, Ez 4:1-3. By the time of Christ they had the Bible books of Moses and had dropped idolatry, but were still at odds with the Jews, Lk 10:29-37; Jn 4:9. The mission of the Twelve was restricted to Galilee which was surrounded by Samaritan and Gentile areas. Cp 4:23.

GO TO THE LOST- Lost permanently if not found, as the sheep in Lk 15:4. Moderns may criticise early Missionaries who went out to save the lost, but the Lord Jesus who knows all things and died to save them says they ARE lost - in spite of their virtues and gifts. All that anyone is and has is lost and wasted forever unless it's put into the Lord's saving hands, 16:24-26. SHEEP OF ISRAEL- Not that only some of them were lost sheep, but a Jewish way of saying the house of Israel are lost sheep, 9:36. Cp Jer 50:6; Ezek 34:1-16. 

10:7-8 PREACH.. THE KINGDOM- The sphere over which a King rules. OF HEAVEN- Following Jewish scruples HEAVEN is substituted in Matthew for GOD, on all but four occasions. IS AT HAND/near- They were to preach the same message as John Baptist, 3:2, and Jesus 4:17. HEAL THE SICK- Jews rightly expected miracles of mercy would accompany their Messiah and His Kingdom, Isa 35:7; 61:1-2; 1 Cor 1:22. So the healings they did would reinforce the witness of the Lord's words and Healings, and the Jewish people should realise that their Messiah- King had come, and was offering them the promised Kingdom and its blessings. CLEANSE LEPERS, RAISE DEAD, CAST OUT Demons.

FREELY RECEIVED.. GIVE- As Jesus GAVE them the ability they must not charge people for preaching and healing. Paul also urged this principle, Isa 55:1; 1 Cor 9:18; 2 Cor 11:7-12; 1 Pet 5:2. They were not to operate in anything that even looked like a commercial way, and neither should we. Both preaching and healing were commercialised down through the history of the Church. Commercially-organised fund-raising for missions, and wealthy Preachers and Preacher-healers have no authority from the Lord in the NT, and we should avoid them.

10:9-10 PROVIDE NEITHER/Do not take along- Ktaomai- To get, gain or possess. The work was urgent. They were to go as they were without gathering funds or equipment, trusting the Father to provide for them, 6:25-34. They mustn't gain money as they went along. Their only business was to do the work the Lord gave them. God was using as His messengers the poor and powerless, 5:3-12; 1 Cor 1:25-2:5; Jas 2:5, as representatives of a King whose Kingdom isn't of this world, Jn 8:23; 18:36. It's natural in our business-oriented world to plan, prepare, arrange convincing publicity and fund-raising designed to send the Missionary confidently to his field riding on a wave of popular support - or not send him if the strategy fails. The Lord still calls His servants to put first things first. This spirit of not treating material things as important is good for the missionary as by trusting God in practical things he shows the reality of his God and that he's not using religion to gain wealth and power. A church whose members are busy with material concerns finds it hard to convince the world the things of God are important. A wealthy, well-provided-for Missionary is a contradiction in terms, but for wealthy and well-provided-for stay-at-home supporters to tell them that, is hypocrisy. 

GOLD.. PURSES/belts **36- Where they stored money. take no bag- Pera- A traveller's leather bag or pouch for holding provisions, or a beggar's collecting bag. extra tunic- Everyone would see they had only the bare necessities of life. NEITHER SHOES/sandals or staff- Probably carry no spare sandals, and don't get a staff specially for the journey, use the one you have, Mk 6:8-9. 

The NON-COMMERCIAL NATURE of their work shown by their setting out in what they stood up in, and their making no charge for what they did, is also to be shown in their willingness to receive support from all who chose to give it. Freely RECEIVE, balances freely GIVE.

FOR THE WORKMAN- Not one simply holding a position! IS WORTHY/worth HIS MEAT/keep- Lk 10:7- HIRE/wages, The food etc needed as they worked. They were to take nothing with them as they were working for God who would provide. It should be obvious they were trusting God/ depending on the goodwill of His people to whom they were ministering in a worthwhile way. That the servant of God is entitled to financial support for food/ clothing/ accommodation, 1 Cor 9:14-17; 1 Tim 5:17-18, etc isn't the same as his insisting on a salary or payment. Montanus was apparently the first to put missionaries on a salary. Cp Paul's concept of the church helping to equip travelling servants of God for the next stage of their journey, Acts 15:3; 21:5; Rom 15:24; 1 Cor 16:6, 11; 2 Cor 1:16; Titus 3:13; 3 Jn 1:6. Work, worthy, wage, is the Lord's summary of Christian service.

Footnote **36 Eidersheim said the Talmud forbade going to the temple with these items, so they were to approach God's work in the same spirit as they were required to approach God's house.

10:11-13 WHATEVER CITY.. you ENTER ENQUIRE/search- Take the trouble to find some worthy person- Shown by their interest in the things of God, a Kingdom-seeker, Lk 2:38, who would welcome Kingdom-proclaimers. OR because a worthy example of hospitality to strangers, Gen 18:1-8, etc. We're encouraged to be hospitable, Rom 12:13; 1 Tim 3:2; Heb 13:2; 1 Pet 4:9. Cp Martha and Mary, Lydia, Acts 16:15,  Aquila and Priscilla, Acts 18:2-3, 24-25; 1 Cor 16:19. until you leave- Don't look for or accept better accommodation if available. This would make it clear they weren't self-seeking, out to get the best. 

SALUTE/greet- Their greeting, Shalom- Peace, was both a wish and a prayer for the blessing of God's Peace. Here it was associated with the PEACE Messiah would bring. Cp Isa 9:6-7; 52:7; Zech 9:10; Nahum 1:15; Acts 10:36. IF WORTHY/ deserving- A son of Peace, Lk 10:6. LET YOUR PEACE rest- If the household welcomed them and their message it would bring true PEACE to that household. Today the welcoming of a Christian neighbour, or the Gospel preacher, may well be followed by the welcoming of the Gospel. IF NOT LET YOUR PEACE RETURN- The preached promises of God are like a cheque. If returned uncashed they and we have lost nothing, 2 Cor 2:14-17.

10:14-15 If anyone- house or town not welcome YOU or listen to YOUR WORDS- It's their message that's vital as their words convey Christ, Rom 10:14-15. SHAKE THE DUST off YOUR FEET- Jews who had been in Gentile cities shook off their dust on leaving lest they bring some of the uncleanness back to Israel with them. Mk 6:11; Lk 9:5 explain it was a witness/ warning. Cp Neh 5:13; Acts 13:51; 18:6. It warned them that in rejecting the message/ messengers, they remained unclean, and disqualified themselves by remaining outside God's purposes, and the Kingdom of His Messiah. Those who reject God, and persist to finality, are rejected by God. It was also a reassurance in the face of failure/ discouragement that the Lord knew of and provided for that situation. Israel, as a nation, having tasted the good of the kingdom, turned from it, Heb 6:5-6, and so were by-passed and left unblessed. 

I SAY/tell.. MORE TOLERABLE/bearable- (DP) In God's righteous JUDGMENT will be less harsh on SODOM, GOMORRAH- Towns that were so wicked God violently destroyed them and used to picture His Judgment, 11:24; Gen 19; Isa 1:9; Lk 17:28-30; Rom 9:29; 2 Pet 2:6; Jude 7. The rejection of Jesus/ the messengers of Jesus is a more terrible sin, more offensive to God than the sins of those towns. The 12 etc were the light of the world, the salt of the earth, 5:13-16, so those who refused the salt would corrupt and be judged as Sodom was. Those who refused the Light of the world would find no alternative light. The Jews looked for signs as they had been promised as marking Messiah, Isa 35:5-6, but they were deliberately blind to all evidence as they closed their eyes to the light, Jn 9. Today, people in the Western World's post-Christian age are far worse in the sight of God than the heathen who have not rejected the Gospel. It isn't arrogant to say this- true humility is believing what the Lord says.

10:16-42 The Hardships & Rewards of Discipleship

(In representing their Lord they must expect trouble from earthly authorities who reject Him. That the world will be opposed to them as they reap a harvest for God doesn't disprove their Father's care. Trouble is the habitat of the Christian, as water is for fish.)

10:16 BEHOLD I- Emphatic- In contrast to the way others send out servants. Heavenly wisdom that's effective in spite of the objections of our nature, and the mockery of the world, 1 Cor 1:18-2:5. sending you out.. SHEEP among WOLVES- Defenceless people, under threat of attack by authorities as powerful and ruthless as wolves. The threat would increase as the rulers moved against Jesus, Mk 10:32-33; Jn 11:16. This situation has been intermittently true in Church history, and will reach its worst during the Tribulation, (Mk 13:9-13, Lk 21:12-17 put this warning in connection with that.) Paul, who warned about wolves in Acts 20:29, had been a wolf himself - a reminder that it isn't a waste of time for sheep to love, pray, etc for wolves, 5:43-48; Cp Lk 10:3. The harried flock of Israel are sheep, 9:36; 10:6, but so are the Lord's Servants as we witness. Our conquering Lion is the slain Lamb who triumphs by the Cross, Rev 5:5-6. He is also our defending Shepherd, Jn 10:11-15. The Rabbis said Israel was a sheep among the Gentile wolf nations. 

BE WISE/shrewd- Phronimos- Prudent, sensible, wise in practical ways. as snakes- Snakes are generally unpopular, but they survive because they take few risks, and move away fast at any threat of danger. God's servants are to flee, not court martyrdom by defiant actions, 10:23. HARMLESS/innocent- Akeraios- Unmixed, free from foreign substances. Their shrewdness is to have no malice in it, no resentment, desire for revenge etc, solely concerned with the Lord's work. AS DOVES- Pigeons have no desire or capability for retaliation. We're to be motivated by single-hearted love for God and man that should be as obvious as the fact that a dove isn't a bird of prey, 5:1-12, 38-48; Rom 12:9-21; Phil 2:15. They are vulnerable sheep, but He commands them not to be stupidly vulnerable. Sheep who take up weapons cease to be sheep, but sheep who remain as harmless as doves in their goals, methods and motivation, live longer if they use their intelligence to avoid confrontation as snakes do. Cp David in relation to King Saul.

10:17 Be on guard against men- We tend to assume that if we're good, kind people we have the right to be appreciated. The Lord appreciates us, but others may not, Eph 6:5-9; Col 4:5-6; 1 Pet 2:12-25. Suffering is a mark of the people of God. Snakes by nature are wary of people - they don't demand or expect good treatment. We're to love our enemies, but not to assume they love us or will treat us well because of that. We're not to be cynical and suspicious - sheep and doves aren't, but we're not to be too trustful, over-confident. 

hand you over.. local COUNCILS- Ruling local Jewish communities, not the national Sanhedrin. Any member of the Jewish community had to accept their discipline, so Paul maintained his right to attend synagogues at the cost of synagogue beatings, 2 Cor 11:24. Arrests, Beatings, Confrontations are the ABC of life for Christians who are loyal to their Lord and active in His work, 2 Tim 3:12. Our mission can be accomplished through our being backed into it by persecution, 1 Pet 3:15, rather than a triumphant well-organised series of conversions and revivals.

THEY WILL flog YOU- According to the Mishna, Triple leather thongs were used, the victim receiving 13 strokes on the bare chest and 13 on each bare shoulder. They would suffer as heretics in the synagogue, and as disturbers of the peace in the secular courts. Even allowing for the Christianising of our community, we shouldn't assume we have the right to enjoy a life of unbroken comfort and ease in which we gain maximum popularity or wealth. The early Salvation Army in England were sometimes arrested when gangs - generally hired by liquor traders whose profits were threatened - attacked them! 

10:18-20 BROUGHT BEFORE GOVERNORS- As the Lord Jesus was before Pilate, 27:2, and Hostile Jews brought Paul etc before Gallio, Felix and Festus etc, Acts 18:12-17; 23:24, etc. FOR MY SAKE/on my account- Because you're My followers, as a result of your obedience to Me, Acts 9:15-16; 12:1-4. FOR A TESTIMONY AGAINST/as witnesses- God permits this to happen, and we're to regard it as a chance to tell people about Christ. THEM- the Governors and Kings. THE GENTILES- Generally, who would be in the court for various reasons, and who would afterwards naturally talk about what happened. When this witness TO them was rejected, it was against them, Acts 24:25-26; 26:9-28. Cp 2 Cor 2:15-16; Phil 1:27-28.

WHEN THEY arrest Throughout the NT it's assumed Christians will submit to arrest by authorities, and speak for their Lord, 5:38-48. Only in Non-Biblical writings is magical defence and retribution claimed. do not worry- 6:25-34. Instruction to Martyrs, not preachers. What to say- Pride, and undue concern to speak well, can paralyse. The Lord wants us to put ourselves into His hand confident that He is able and willing to give us the right thing to say. 

It will BE GIVEN- (DP) God will give you the right ideas and words as He did to Moses, Ex 4:12, Jeremiah, Jer 1:9, and Peter, Acts 4:8; 5:29. Cp Ps 119:41-46; Eph 6:19; 2 Tim 4:16-18; 2 Pet 1:21. This doesn't exempt the preacher from careful use of Scripture, prayer and planning in preparation for preaching, or expected confrontations. Cp Ecc 12:8-12. But as we prepare we're to trust the Lord, knowing He knows what we'll face. At that time- When you need to speak. WHAT to say- A heart full of the Lord and His Gospel will be given the needed words to make good use of the opportunity He has provided. Cp 1 Cor 10:13.

FOR IT will not be you speaking- This isn't magic, and it WILL be them who is speaking, but by God's enabling, as they trust and obey Him in their whole life, Rom 8:1-16 it will be THE SPIRIT- Who is guiding, over-ruling, and taking responsibility. See Isa 42:1; Acts 4:6-10; 5:32; 1 Pet 4:12-14. YOUR FATHER- Cp Jn 14:26. Our human family may betray us but the Father of our true family will be with us. Speaking through YOU- Just as God spoke through the Prophets, Heb 1:1; 2 Pet 1:19-21, so effectively as to carry on His work up to that point. He, who knows what's in the minds of all men, will give us the needed ideas and skills to be effective witnesses, Acts 1:8. The challenged Christian doesn't stand alone, Mt 28:20; 2 Tim 4:17; Heb 13:6. 

      Not that our mind is to be blank - we must take responsibility for what we say, 1 Cor 14:32. The responsibility to speak well and winsomely of our Lord IS ours, but as we are the Lord's bond slaves- His property, He's responsible for US, our well-being etc. All the Gospels assure us of the Spirit's support in our human weakness, Mk 13;11; Lk 12:12; Jn 14:26, and Lk and Jn end their Gospels with Jesus' promise of the Spirit. Matthew mentions the Spirit seldom, and his task is to emphasise the other side of the Gospel coin - The Lord's personal presence, and our responsibility to live consciously-discipled lives before Him, Mt 28:19-20.

10:21-22 BROTHER.. betray- Hand them over to the authorities even though they know it will result in their DEATH- Cp Ps 27:10; Mic 7:1-7. Family persecution makes civil persecution more effective, and harder to bear. Family loyalty is shattered. And if a culture emphasises the closeness of family ties, the conversion of a family member will be viewed more bitterly as a disgrace and betrayal of the family. Our Lord's words are realistic, and must be faced by all involved in cross-cultural witness. The Koran is understood to require any devout Moslem family to murder a convert to Christ, promptly. Sikhs, Upper class Hindu, Bhuddists etc may do the same. A bright convert is made, and his family may kill him with poison, etc. God in His Mercy has committed us to a task that if we take seriously and have some success will make us in the world's eyes a public nuisance, and in some lands risk prison and death, Acts 16:16-24; 19:24-39. Even in the nominally Christian Western world taking the Lord and His Word seriously is increasingly unpopular. 

ALL men will hate you- Mk 13:13; Jn 15:19-21; 16:2. Jews had assumed that association with the Messiah would bring success. The Lord says the opposite is true. Our modern minds are so affected by the success syndrome of our culture that we also instinctively feel that being God's children OUGHT to make us successful in our personalities, health, work and possessions - or if we're "spiritually minded" - at least successful in our work for God. Some Christians read eagerly books by Christians who say they're successful, and attend their seminars to learn how to be successful like them. Others who resist that as unbiblical, may feel - as I have at times - like giving up in our Lord's service because He hasn't given them enough success in it.

FOR MY NAME'S SAKE/because of me- Because I am your Saviour and Lord, and you witness to Me. Cp Isa 66:5; 1 Pet 4:14. If we preach the Gospel we proclaim that people are so sinful and rotten that when the Son of God came to offer forgiveness and Life, even the best and most religious people murdered Him. And that unless even the most intelligent, virtuous, unselfish, kindest, and religious people anywhere in the world turn from self-righteousness and accept Salvation as a gift on the same terms as the hopeless drunkard, thief, murderer, etc they live and die under God's Judgment - forever. 

     To the world such beliefs mark Christians out to be ARROGANT- as we seem to be saying "I'm totally right, everyone else is totally wrong" - and sometimes we do think that in our pride. And IMMORAL- as if we were saying "A good life is just as bad in God's sight as a bad one" - and sometimes we do say that, misapplying Isa 64:6. But Isaiah wasn't a Preacher telling the Heathen that THEIR righteous actions are filthy rags - see Acts 10:4 - he was speaking of God's self-righteous people, and identifying himself with the, He said OUR RIGHTEOUSNESSES.... The Gospel strips from Preacher and Hearer all self-righteousness, and all lesser loyalties - hence the Roman accusation that Christians hated the human race. That the world hated the Lord, and so hates us Christians, is a comfort in all persecution, so long as we're careful that we didn't bring it on ourselves by failing to be sheep-doves. The more we make people aware of Christ, and the folly and cowardice of failing to own Him, the more bitter the resentment.

HE THAT stands firm- In spite of pressure. The same word is used in Rom 12;12; 1 Cor 13:7; Heb 10:32-33; 12:3; Jas 1:12; 5:11; 1 Pet 2:20. The ideal Christ sets for us isn't spectacular success but patient loyalty in the face of hostile pressure, TO THE END- Eis Telos- The limit, when either the person dies, or the persecution ends. (Unless its adverbial - meaning fully, finally without denying Me.) will BE SAVED- 24:13; Mk 13:13. On the surface this may seem to suggest that endurance earns salvation, but Salvation is unearned, a gift, Eph 2:8-10. I believe it's not contrasting those loyal to the end and those who deny Christ, but contrasting two ways to "SAFETY." The persecutors say "Deny Christ, and you'll be SAFE - otherwise we'll kill you." The Lord says "I'll never give you up, and will keep you so you don't have to give Me up - endure whatever they do to you, and you'll find salvation at the end of that road." Cp Hab 2:3-4; Mic 7:7-9; Dan 12:12-13. The true Christian acknowledges God COULD deliver him if He chooses, but clings to the Lord in Faith in spite of the uncomfortable consequences, Dan 3:16-18, refusing any deliverance offered that involves denying his Lord, Heb 11:35; Rev 2:10. Stephen Acts 7, James, Acts 12:2, Antipas Rev 2:13, endured/ were saved. 

10:23 WHEN persecuted.. FLEE- We're to be loyal to the Lord and His Word in our witness, but not to court martyrdom by defying increasing rejection - we're to move out and let the pressure ease on those who remain. not finish.. THE CITIES OF ISRAEL before THE SON OF MAN comes- In irresistible power, glory and Judgment, as in 24:30; Dan 7:13-14 - previewed in 16:28-17:3. This would make it a message specifically to the Godly Jewish remnant witnessing in Israel under bitter persecution interrupted by His Coming. (The 12 were still in Jerusalem, Acts 8:1, and witness restricted to the cities of Israel ceased soon after.) This also gives a general principle. When persecution becomes severe - move on, as the Jerusalem believers did, Acts 8, and God uses this to spread the Gospel. Later the Apostle Paul followed this command by leaving Thessalonica, Acts 17:10; Ephesus, Acts 19:30-31; 20:1-3, etc.

10:24-25 DISCIPLE/student- We're God's Children, Jn 1:12; set apart to Him as Saints, but, like the Twelve, we're Disciples- Learning under the Spirit's guidance to live in dependent fellowship with the Father, as Sons, Jn 15:8-17; Rom 8:1-30; 2 Cor 5:20-7:1, etc. NOT ABOVE HIS Teacher- In the measure we learn to live in fellowship with Him/ His life is manifested in us, we can expect to be treated as He was. We can grumble, refuse to share His Cross, and waste our lives, Or, cheerfully endure the suffering, 10:22; Acts 5:29-32, 40-42; Rom 8:17-39; 2 Cor 4:6-18; Gal 2:20; Phil 3:1-21, etc. NOR a SERVANT- Doulos- Slave ABOVE HIS LORD/Master- Note our dual relationship with Christ as Learners and Obeyers.

To be like their teacher is the natural goal of all who voluntarily accept a teacher. We want to be like Him, permanently, 1 Jn 3:1-3, so shouldn't WANT to be treated better than He was, as that treatment resulted from His being what He was. THE SERVANT like HIS LORD/Master- The Lord warned of shared rejection/ suffering in Jn 15:20-16:2. Throughout chapter 10 the Disciples are being commanded and encouraged to follow the example of their Teacher-Lord. To this reasoning is added the HOPE- everything will be known, and FEAR- of the final Judge. IF- Since THEY HAVE CALLED THE MASTER/head OF THE HOUSE BEELZEBUB- Beelzeboul. 12:22-24. Baal-Zebub- Idol-god of Ekron in 2 Ki 1:2. Parodied as a mocking title of Satan as Beelzebub= Lord of the dunghill, (Hebrew), Beelzeboul= Lord of Flies, (Greek). members OF THE HOUSEHOLD- Can expect to be called even worse insulting, lying names.

10:26-31 Disciples Need Fear Only GOD

(The Lord commands us to let our light shine/confess Him, so fear of Him must over-ride other fears. We must choose to serve God, not those who threaten or bribe. God is Sovereign. We're not to fear the defeat of His work, or the murderous hate of His enemies. )

10:26-27 Do not be afraid- There's no need for us to panic, or let opposition intimidate us into avoiding opportunities for witness. As the Lord knew all about the persecutions His people would face, His commands and provisions were designed with them in mind. Flee when persecution is too severe, but witness in the new area, Acts 8:1-4.

NOTHING COVERED/concealed.. NOT REVEALED/disclosed- Mk 4:22; Lk 8:17; 12:2; 1 Cor 4:5. When people treat us badly, and falsely accuse us of evil (as they did our Lord) that's fellowship with Him and the lies don't matter in the long run as God will make the truth clear at the Judgement, 10:24-25; 1 Pet 2:12; Rev 3:9. In spite of the threats of the Lord's enemies we're to proclaim the whole truth of the Gospel - In the end everyone will know it WAS the truth, and our motives for what we chose to do will be disclosed. Our cowardly denying will be a known shame, our loyal confessing a known glory, and the consequences of what we have done will also be known, all to the shame or glory of both ourselves and our Lord, 10:32-33; Jn 3:21; 1 Cor 3:8-15; 2 Cor 5:10.

WHAT I TELL YOU IN THE DARKNESS/dark- The things I am telling you that aren't generally known, in this world's darkness/ rejection of the light. SPEAK IN THE LIGHT/daylight- Openly. They'll never hear it if they wait for the Lord to speak to them directly, because they have no desire to come close enough to hear what He's saying. We must bridge the gap, and give them the truth while they can respond to it. 

whispered in EAR PREACH/proclaim from roofs- From the flat housetops news - births, death, etc were shouted to those in the street or on other housetops. What Jesus taught them in private was to be made known in the most public way possible. Preachers need to remember this. Fear of being thought out-of-date, etc pressures us to speak only on subjects that appeal to the current culture. Paul made the options clear in 2 Tim 3:1-17. We need ALL Scripture to equip us with all we need to know in order to live to God's Glory. Popular desirable humanistic goals - how to develop feelings of personal fulfilment, positive self-image, smoother social relationships and success in work and church - can be packaged around texts to give them a "Bible Flavour." They may do some good, but are "another Gospel," and the good they do will vanish with this life. Only what is built on Christ Crucified will last. The best way to ensure that Fear of Man doesn't rob us of the balance of truth is to Preach and Teach through whole books of Scripture, expounding God's Word, so that what He says is heard against the setting He chose for each truth. If we Fear God, to do that will be more important than our choosing to speak on what men see as interesting and relevant. The Lord says Don't be afraid of people, tell them everything I've told you, that's your job, 28:20. 

10:28 Don't be afraid of those who KILL THE BODY- Our physical life, popularity and possessions may be at the mercy of God's enemies, with His permission, Job 2. BUT cannot KILL THE SOUL- Our real life may flourish amid physical weakness, suffering and in the face of death. 2 Cor 4:16-5:10; 12:8-10. Any extra suffering that comes on us through our obedient fellowship with the Lord while we're in this BODY, is temporary and limited. The gain to our SOUL, invisible personality and being, is eternal and unlimited, as is that of those to whom we are sent. Persecution may part body and soul in death, but God reunites them at the resurrection, 1 Th 4:14-17.

FEAR/be afraid of HIM who can DESTROY- Perish, as in Jn 3:16, or as the wineskins were, 9:17. BOTH SOUL AND BODY IN HELL- Geenna- From Hebrew Ge-Hinnom, Jerusalem's rubbish dump. The word is used 12x in the NT (11 being by our Lord) to symbolise the destination of those who refuse eternal life offered in Christ crucified. While Satan is eager to destroy men by keeping them happy in Christ-rejection it's God Himself who alone is to be feared. Those who trample on His Son who died for them, Heb 10:29, have good reason to be afraid. Fear of men is selfish cowardice. Only fear of the consequences of defying God and refusing His forgiveness, cleansing, and re-direction, frees us from fear of the hurt that man can inflict on us for being loyal to God. 

     To know God develops in us both fear and love - a wholesome faith and obedience that moves us ahead in His purpose, our likeness to His Son. Cp 1 Pet 3:14; Rev 2:10. To not fear Him leaves us at the mercy of fearing everything else. In the modern world, morals and values are moulded by the Media, not the Bible. Opinion polls, not God, decree what should be done. This verse warns us to resist pressure to follow the world on that "Broad Road."

10:29-31 TWO SPARROWS SOLD FOR A FARTHING- The smallest piece of money. Yet.. NOT FALL- A nestling from nest, bird drop dead in flight, shot, etc WITHOUT/apart from the will of YOUR FATHER- He provides their food, 6:26, and welfare, Deu 22:6-7. God is so much greater than man, that with Him the fall of an Empire isn't too much bigger than the fall of a sparrow! The bird falls, not in spite of the Father, but with Him. It will be so with us when we fall. Even THE HAIRS OF YOUR HEAD ARE ALL NUMBERED- We may not understand the sad events of life, but it's strengthening and comforting to realise that God is interested in all the details, and His care extends to them, Ps 139:1-18. Cp 1 Sam 14:45; 1 Ki 1:52; Lk 21:18; Acts 27:34. The sacrifice of His Son for the good of us "sons" assures us of His over-ruling all for our eternal good, but not of His sparing us, Rom 8:29-32. So don't be afraid- When people hate, slander, try to get you into trouble or hurt you for being loyal to Christ.

10:32-33 Whoever CONFESS/acknowledges ME BEFORE MEN- Is willing to live his life for me in front of his friends and neighbours. The Lord in this verse switches from talking to the Disciples, to state a general principle for all Christians in all times. Everyone who knows the Gospel has to choose between standing with mankind in its rebellion against God by denying Christ. - or standing with Jesus in His provision of Salvation by confessing He is their Saviour and Lord. Our lives are to make this obvious, but we must be ready to state in words the reason for our lifestyle, whatever the consequences, 1 Pet 3:15. The warning against fear is against fear of living for Jesus, and witnessing to Him and His truth - when doing that risks insults, slander, beatings, imprisonment or death. Heart-choice puts a man right with God, publicly confessing that he's on the Lord's side - saying and doing what He says allows him to enjoy Salvation, Rom 10:9-10. The secret disciple will find his secrecy destroyed by discipleship or vice versa - see Nicodemus- Jn 3:1; 7:50-51; 19:39.

I CONFESS/acknowledge BEFORE MY FATHER- As lights in the world we're to let our light shine, 5:14-16, and in the day to come He will say of us Behold I and the children the Lord has given me, Heb 2:13. Whoever DENY/disowns- Refuses to be known as my follower. While this is true of those who HEAR Christ proclaimed in the Gospels, our Lord was saying this to His Apostles/ Preachers. In a sense no Christian Preacher outgrows the temptation to disown aspects of the Gospel and Teaching of our Lord by choosing to expound only the texts and truths that we and our audience enjoy. WILL I DENY/disown..
10:34-39 Jesus Brings - Not Peace, but a Sword

(Jewish thinking made no distinction between the PURPOSE of an action, and the RESULT of it. Isa 6:9-13 sounds as if God's PURPOSE for Isaiah's mission is to make Israel incapable of responding to his message, and so be destroyed. As you read the rest of the book you see Isaiah trying to get Israel to face spiritual realities, and avoid judgment, and he has some success in this. But the END RESULT of all Isaiah, Jeremiah etc and God could do was blindness, deafness, exile. So here the RESULTS of the Lord's coming are stated as if they were the purpose. The result of our Lord's coming to save His people from their sins, 1:21, is that those who refuse Him declare war on those who receive Him and blessing. The Gospel, by offering Salvation to every individual who believes, shatters Godly Jewish families when some accept Jesus Christ, and some cling to the old Law and continue to try to use it to establish their righteousness, Rom 10:1-5.)

10:34 NOT PEACE, BUT A SWORD- The Sword that divides, Heb 4:12. The Coming of Christ divides the world into opposing camps - Christ accepters/ rejecters; narrow/ broad roads; sheep/ wolves; Light/ Darkness; God's children/ Satan's. The enforced WORLD PEACE He brings as Messiah follows world JUDGMENT, Isa 9:5-7; Zech 9:9-10, Lk 2:14, etc. The peace made available through the Cross, Eph 2:14-17, between the believing individual and God, commits us to confess Christ. This brings us into conflict with those who NEED Christ, but reject Him. And commits us to deny self/ be crucified with Christ, and live in union with the risen Christ so as to become like Him. This is bewildering to, and resented by, family and friends who remain controlled by self - whether elevated, religious self-righteousness, or depraved self-indulgence. We're committed to reject the common ground we share with them - SELF. The world which crucified Christ can't be expected to be comfortable with our loyalty to Him. The Lord gives this warning at the start of His Mission so when things get tough we should already know this is normal, not a sign that the mission has failed, 1 Th 2:13-16. Disciples must of course be keeping watch against their own fanaticism that causes needless division. 

10:35-36 I AM COME TO turn A MAN against HIS FATHER- He came to bring Salvation to everyone who believes Jn 3:16-17 - as a result even the closest family members may be set on a collision course. God's Word is a sharp sword that penetrates the inmost core of Christians, and moves their spirit to decide for Christ against the natural desires of their soul and flesh, Heb 4:12-13. So the Gospel when proclaimed to families is a Sword that divides them for or against Christ, and so against each other. This is most distressing to all concerned. A MAN'S Enemies.. HIS OWN- Because they are most affected by his conversion. Our deepest joys and hurts come from those closest to us. This is quoted from Mic 7:6, but as in Lk 12:53 isn't exactly the Hebrew or LXX text. **37 This conflict wasn't foreseen by Jews looking forward to Messiah's coming, as they assumed He would function WITHIN the Old Wineskins of the OT order. Many Christians also ignore the implications of the change the Lord here states plainly.

Footnote **37 Abraham's choice changed the status of his household and descendants. Joshua could pledge that his household would serve the Lord, Josh 24:15. The head of each household was required to bring male babies, and slaves, into covenant relationship with God by circumcision, and ensure they kept the Law. Kings such as Josiah accepted their responsibility to change the status of the whole nation, 2 Ki 23:1-3. 

10:37-38 Anyone who loves- Phileo- Friendly love. Present participle- Anyone loving and making decisions accordingly. FATHER OR MOTHER MORE THAN ME- Shown by pleasing them against the Lord's commands. IS NOT WORTHY OF ME- The Christian who chooses loyalty to Christ above family loyalty is actually continuing to show the deeper love- Agape - to them, as their present distress is their best chance of eternal well-being. Loyalty to the Lord may require leaving the family, 19:29, and be seen as "hating" them, Lk 14:26. (In Hebrew it meant showing less preference to, Gen 29:31; Deu 21:15.) The tribe of Levi was praised for turning against their brothers out of loyalty to God, Deu 33:8-11. We rightly love our family, neighbour, and enemy when God has the love of all our heart/ mind/ soul/ strength, as then our desires for them are in tune with His purposes for them - their highest good. There is neither pleasure for God nor good for man without that Love, Jn 21:15; 1 Cor 13:1-3; Rev 2:4. Families are God-approved, Ps 68:6, family ties are valued and to be honoured, but the Family must not dictate to a disciple - loyalty to the Lord must come first. 

HE.. NOT take HIS CROSS AND follow ME- As the custom was, Jesus had to carry His own cross to the place of death, Jn 19:17, so we should expect to carry our cross as we follow Him. Love of Christ must master our love of self-preservation. In Baptism we confessed union/ identification with Christ Crucified- Buried- Risen, and are to live out that truth, Rom 6:1-23. While only rarely would a disciple be crucified, it pictures clearly the rejection, suffering etc he was commanded to take up in loyalty to his Lord, 16:24. To put loyalty to the Lord Jesus ahead of loyalty to those we rightly love is a very real Cross, but we're to take it up as God's gift - the negative half of eternal life in this world, the death of self, Gal 2:20.

Footnote **37 (cont) This change of status was of course external, and no doubt individuals within households and the nation determined their eternal status by their heart response to God. But what our Lord now proclaims is that the new order will by its very nature DIVIDE Families, because it will depend on INDIVIDUAL CHOICE. Attempts to convert their nation - a King of Tonga is said to have made all his people march past with being christened or clubbed to death as their option - are ruled out. But much of Europe was Christianised in a similar way. Church systems designed to process infants by Christening, and adolescents by Confirmation are also false and misleading. Pressure applied to children or others to change their status before God, by processing them through a form of profession of faith in Christ by Evangelicals, is equally well-meaning, and equally foolish and misleading.

There are no Christian NATIONS, and only the Grace of God can produce Christian FAMILIES, or Christian CONGREGATIONS - each added one at a time, Acts 2:47. We all should, under God, encourage all under our control or influence to receive Christ. We do this not by trying to hi-jack the work of the Spirit of God - the new factor/ basis of the new Covenant, Jn 3:1-8; 2 Cor 3:3-18; Heb 6-13. Rather by our OUTWARD testimony of life and speech, being in touch with His INWARD testimony in their heart, Jn 15:26-27. (The individual inner-response nature of the Kingdom had already been spelled out in Mt 5-6.

10:39 Whoever finds HIS LIFE- Psuche- His soul-life. Cp Lk 12:19-23. Centres his attention on self-preservation, advancement, fulfilment, etc. Sets out to find these and having found what he looked for will LOSE IT- Apollumi- To destroy, waste. Anyone disowning Christ and coming to terms with the world on its terms, for personal advantage, will miss out on life. (C S Lewis said we're like eggs - can insist on remaining unchanged and go rotten, or submit to the destruction of our present state and hatch out into a higher form of life - a bird.) Our family will urge that not to use our gifts, education, etc to worldly advantage and self-fulfilment is a waste. Judas said the precious ointment poured on Christ was Apollumi- Destruction/ waste- Apoleia, 26:8; Jn 12:4-6. The Judas in us agrees, and for the same reason, but this attitude makes us enemies of the cross, and ends in the Apollumi- Destruction/ waste of what God has given us, Phil 3:19.

HE THAT loses- Apollumi- Destroys, wastes. The tense suggests he has made a decision to fellowship with the Lord that set him on a course of putting self to death Rom 8:1-16. HIS LIFE- Psuche FOR MY SAKE- A decision to live for Christ as set out from Chapter 5 on, could mean being killed as a martyr, but the general meaning is the counting-as-dead frustration of our natural selfish desires in order to live in fellowship with the Lord Jesus/ share His resurrection life, like Paul, Rom 8:1-20; Gal 2:20; Phil 3:4-14, etc. Choosing this as an alternative to climbing the ladder of success is violently opposed by our family as to them it is seen as personal, social, professional and economic suicide. But such SELF-destruction means will FIND IT- Abandoning Self - self-pleasing, self-fulfilment is the only means to achieving it, eternally. **38 

10:40-42  Rewards

(The Lord has shown the nature of the work of His preaching servants. He now speaks of those who support them. Those stay-at-homes, as at Bethany, Lk 10:38; Jn 12:1-3, who in their love for Christ cheerfully and faithfully provide for the needs of the faithful preacher, share in the work done, and in its reward. Love for God is essential, but not easily pinned down as He isn't seen. So the Lord speaks of our dealing with God indirectly, through the Preachers and Righteous men we meet. The reality of our love for God and the assurance that we are His, is tested by our reaction to them. There are also Little Ones, who because they are nobodies who can't do us earthly good or harm, we're able to show our real attitude towards God and His purposes of Grace, Jn 15:8-17; 1 Jn 3:1-18; 4:7-21. The way Men treat GOD - when they meet Him filtered through these imperfect agents - will be rewarded. Cp 25:31-40.)

10:40 HE who receives you- As in 10:11-13. receives ME- Present participles - In receiving you they're receiving Me. They were a link between those they met, and the Lord who sent them. Cp 25:34-40. 

Footnote **38 Humans are like a Bumblebee at a shut window, damaging itself against the glass as it frantically attempts to reach what it rightly sees as the outside world it was made for. Only by allowing themselves to be taken AWAY from what they see as the way to life and self-fulfilment, can they hope to reach what they were made for. Real life/ true self-fulfilment is found neither by drifting, nor by aggressive self-assertion. As Jesus has been making clear, only His being our Saviour and Lord will fulfil God's purpose that we should be made like His Son, Rom 8:29-31. 

HE THAT receives ME receives HIM THAT SENT ME- The Father, Jn 5:36 13:20. Behind the Messenger stands the Lord Jesus who sent him, and behind Him stands the Father. Master and Servant are in a sense one. The member of the body who is obeying the invisible Head is the Head at the point of contact- rather as a Roman Legate dealing with a local King, etc was Rome. **39 

10:41 Anyone who receives- Receiving. A PROPHET- One who speaks for God. Received because he's God's Messenger. IN THE NAME OF/because he is- He's named as/ known to be A PROPHET- He is not received for his personal charm, ability to entertain, be useful etc, but because he's known to be one who speaks God's Word. A servant of God should be a better guest because of his fellowship with God, and should do all he can to make attractive by his life, the message he preaches. But it's the Master he serves, and the work he does that matters most, and receiving him for that reason, helping and encouraging him to continue to preach, is sharing in his work, and brings a share in his reward. The greatest preacher has to eat, and he will have no audience unless us unimportant people come and bring them.

will RECEIVE THE REWARD OF A PROPHET- The reward/ wages a Prophet GETS, for his work, or GIVES. Both are true. The Prophet gives to those who receive him his message from God, the example and influence of his life and service, and this may be an eternal blessing whose benefits begin right away. (There may be other gains, as in 1 Ki 17:8-24; 2 Ki 4:8-37.) But the main thought is that by welcoming the Prophet, as the servant of God, or supporting Him in any way, we share with Him in the work God does through him, and equally will share in the reward - the joy of seeing Christ honoured in the triumph of His work in the redeemed. God who knows all, and who is totally just in all His dealings, knows what each has done, the motives involved, and the cost to each, and will reward each accordingly, 1 Cor 3:8-15; 15:58; 1 Pet 1:13-25. When the Prophet stands before His Master to receive the reward of his service, in a sense all those who have helped to make that service possible, share in the joy given to the Lord, and the honour given to the servant. 

receives A RIGHTEOUS MAN- Not a naturally, or self-righteous man - the Lord is talking about people who are what they are, in relation to Himself. This righteous man is one who LIVES for God by His Saving Grace and Power as the Preacher SPEAKS for God by that same Grace and Power. 

Footnote **39 As in the famous story in which such a legate refused to be fobbed off by the then Antiochus of Syria, and drew a chalk-mark circle around him and said "Rome demands an answer before you step outside this circle." Those who welcome His messengers will hear of Christ, and be moved towards receiving Him. (An old saying was that they were the thin end of a wedge, God being the thick end). In the measure that a Disciple truly represents His Lord by his life and message, those who welcome him are coming into touch with Christ. Cp Lk 10:16; 1 Th 4:8. Those who have Christian friends have come within reach of Christ. Receiving a Christian neighbour may lead to receiving Christ. 

     In view of 19:27-20:16 we realise that Apostle, Prophet, Righteous man, Little one aren't ranked in order of importance, but parallel - A prophet needs to be Righteous, as well as remember he's a Little one, who needs to act meekly. Because he is A RIGHTEOUS MAN- Living as a God-approved, because a God-enabled, man will RECEIVE A RIGHTEOUS MAN'S REWARD- The people we admire, and whose company we seek, strongly influence what we ourselves become in this life, 1 Cor 15:33-34; Heb 10:32-35 - by choosing to fellowship with them now in their fellowshipping-with-God life we're choosing to share in the life in Glory that's the reward of such a life. Prophets and Righteous men are linked also in 13:17; 23:29. 

10:42 If anyone gives.. to ONE OF THESE- Presumably in the first place the Disciples He was then sending out. LITTLE ONES- Status, not age. ALL disciples are "Little Ones," in terms of the Beatitudes, their non-retaliatory lives, willingness to deny self and carry their cross, and to share the yoke of His humble unselfish service for others. Cp David least in his family, 1 Sam 16:11. The lowly exalted, 18:1-6; Isa 60:22; Lu 1:52. While being as dependent as infants on those who show hospitality to them, and suffering rejection etc for Christ's sake, they will know that God will abundantly bless those who show kindness to them. THEY can't repay in this world's goods. God may do so in the present, and certainly will in eternal riches, 2 Cor 8:8-12; 9:6-15, etc. A CUP OF COLD WATER- An accepted obligation for which no charge could be made, but God would reward. Even a child can do this, for another child- children are effective witnesses to children. The Lord wants no one to think their poverty means they can't contribute to the cause of Christ and the Gospel.

ONLY- Only a cup of cold water. Or, Only IN THE NAME OF/because he is A/my DISCIPLE- Because the one receiving it is a disciple of Jesus, as in Mk 9:41? This is true, and it fits the pattern of 10:41. BUT, it doesn't say receive a person, but GIVE a thing, and doesn't say will receive a little One's reward, so may mean the GIVER gives because he is a disciple, obeying His Master. Or the giver gives in the name/ on the authority of a Disciple. He gives because a preacher, SS teacher etc had told him it was the kind of thing the Lord wanted His people to do. We may not have the direct personal knowledge of the Lord's will that sets us free to direct our life by it, but if we sit and do nothing until God makes His will clear to us we may sit in His vineyard/ harvest field till the weeds cover us. While the Lord Himself is THE Master to whom we're responsible, Rom 14:4, often He speaks to us through our fellow-believers who have been longer in His service, or know more of His Word. (Putting ourselves and what the Lord has given us at their disposal, is like putting it into the bank, 25:27, 2 Cor 8:1-5.) In the secular world only by learning work effectively under the orders of others can we qualify to run our own business. So, unless we're faithful in the work other believers give us to do, it's folly for us to imagine that God will directly call us and entrust work into our hands, Lk 16:12.

VERILY/the truth- Used with statements of reward and punishment, 5:26; 6:2, 5, 16; 19:28; 23:36. I tell you.. REWARD- Misthos- Wages, hire, reward. The consequences of the action, the reaping from the sowing. God's Universe is made that way - every word, or action, has consequences. **40

Footnote **40 Thoughts and motives also have to be watched and dealt with in God's presence, because they're the source of our words and actions, 12:34; 15:18-20; 1 Cor 13:1-3. Seeking a REWARD in this world, 6:1-6, or in the next, isn't rewardable, but the reward of fellowship with the Lord in service is fellowship with Him in the joy and fruit of it, 25:21. Anyone who acted from selfish motives would not be acting In the name of.. It's the motive, not the size of the kindness shown that matters, Mk 12:42-44; 2 Cor 8:12. Before every Christian opens some fellowship with the Lord in His work here, and in fruit, eternally in Glory. 
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