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Going Forward with God

(An example for all time)

As usual, my quotes from Scripture are limited to a framework. My comments. are also only a framework. I trust and pray that this makes it clear that it is your study of your own copy of God's Word that is the vital thing. If this is clear in the reader's mind, in the great grace of our God, these notes may help you to listen to what the Lord has to say to you personally in your study.
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Explanation of signs

PROSPER/be successful is KJV/Niv, but the text is usually Niv. LXX is Septuagint (Greek) O.T. Cp= Compare with these Scriptures. BAR 98/2= Biblical Archaeology Review, 1998, No 2, (March-April.) 

Some resources drawn on: 

JOSHUA Tyndale OT Commentaries, R.S. Hess. JOSHUA The OT Library, R.D. Nelson. Joshua section of the BELIEVER'S BIBLE COMMENTARY, Wm McDonald. NIV STUDY BIBLE. GLEANINGS IN JOSHUA, Moody Press, A.W. Pink. THE BOOK OF JOSHUA, New International Commentary, M.H. Woudstra. 

For the sake of brevity I've generally used the name CANAANITES to describe the inhabitants of Canaan in general. And, Israelites, rather than KJV THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL which to modern minds suggests children, not adults.

More details, including the historical background, archaeological findings, etc will be given in the introduction to Booklet 2. However two sources of information about contemporary Canaan need to be mentioned. Tel Armana in Egypt was the capital city of Akhenaton, 1379-1360 BC, the Pharaoh who gave up the worship of traditional gods, and worshipped only the sun. In the ruins of the city were found a collection of letters from many city states in Canaan complaining about their rivals, and asking his help against them. In 1234 BC Pharaoh Merenptah of Egypt invaded Canaan and enforced Egypt's authority. On his victory stele (engraved stone pillar) he mentions among his conquests that he had defeated Israel, and the form of statement shows it was an ethnic group, not a city-state.

INTRODUCTION

God had made great promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Gen 12:3, 7; 17:1-8; 26:3-4; 28:13-14. The greatest, In your seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, was fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ. But, an essential step on the way was the promise I will give you the land of Canaan. Under Moses God had begun the process - read carefully Ex 6:2-8. Under Joshua Israel was established in the land. The NT records that in the glory of Heaven God intends there to be a great multitude in the likeness of His Son, of every tribe, language and people purchased by His redeeming blood, Rom 8:29-30; Heb 1:1-3; 2:5-15; Rev 5:1-9. In a sense our promised land is Heaven, but there are no battles there. The record of Joshua is to encourage us to maximise that future by battling to come into possession here and now, of all that God has provided for us in Christ, Rom 8:1-25; Eph 1:3-2:10; Phil 3:9-21; 1 Jn 3:1-3.

Joshua, the man. His name had been Oshea- Salvation, but in Num 13:16 part of the Lord's Name was added. His new name Jehoshua/Joshua proclaimed that the Lord is Salvation, Salvation is from the Lord, etc. He proved worthy of his name when he proclaimed the Lord could be relied on as Saviour, Num 14:7-9. The Spirit of the Lord was in him, Num 27:18. He's first mentioned as choosing and leading men to defend Israel against attacks from the Amalekites, Ex 17:8-14. He went part way up Mt Sinai, waited faithfully there for forty days, and returned with Moses, Ex 24:13; 32:17; 33:7-11. He remained in the Lord's presence at the Tent of Meeting as Moses mediated between God and the people. (Aaron being temporarily disqualified because of making the Golden Calf.) He was concerned for the honour of Moses the one he served, Num 11:28. The Lord ordered Moses, as part of his farewell address to Israel, to publicly install Joshua as his successor, Deu 1:38; 31:3-23; 34:9. He and Eleazar the High Priest were to divide the Land, Num 34:17. 

The Hebrew name Joshua is written as Jesus in NT Greek, Heb 4:8. The life of Moses witnesses to us of the Lord Jesus as God's Servant involved in Redemption and Lawgiving, Heb 3:1-6. The life of Joshua sets forth His leading us to possess all the blessings God has prepared for us. In a different sense Moses represents the Law. Joshua represents Christ and the Gospel. The Law can't bring us into our promised possessions - the Risen Christ, prefigured by Joshua, must do that. But the Law is an essential preliminary, Jn 1:17; Rom 3:20; 8:3-4; Gal 3:24-27.

The BOOK of Joshua in Hebrew begins with "And.." as it runs on from Deuteronomy, and links the books of Moses with the history of Israel in Canaan. In Joshua the laws of Deuteronomy are known, and applied, and its promises fulfilled, Deu 11:24. While Joshua must be active in this he emphasises what God has done, eg 24:2-13. Jewish tradition says Joshua wrote the book, 24:29-33 being added by  Eleazar and his son Phineas. Joshua had some documents written, 18:9; 24:26. The writer says We crossed over in 5:1, and us in 5:6, which suggests he was present when it happened, and Rahab was still alive, 6:25 - unless alive in the persons of her descendants. (Bible thinking can have the idea of people being present in the person of their ancestors, Heb 7:9-10, and long dead Rachel is said to weep with her descendants in Jer 31:15; Mt 2:18.) The vividness and detail of much of the narrative, sounds like eyewitness accounts, organised for oral retelling with much repetition of titles etc as is normal in Hebrew/ Eastern tradition. On the other hand Until this day, used 13 times from 4:9 onwards suggests the writer of those words lived at a much later time. It has been suggested that Samuel collected together the earlier records, and gave us Joshua and Judges in their present form. The book of Joshua teaches timeless truths about God, and morality, but they can be used rightly only when seen against the background God gave - God's unfolding of His purposes of redemption and salvation. It's a history of God's action on behalf of and through His people. When that's kept in mind the moral lessons become appropriate and helpful. 

Each book of the Bible has its own specific nature and function in the total revelation of God and His will. We should prayerfully seek to understand what God had in mind for each book, and seek to interpret it accordingly. Genesis is the book of beginnings, including God's intervention in Grace to build a way of blessing for mankind through Abraham, Gen 12. Exodus is the book of Redemption, and illustrates God's provision of redemption for His people, Ex 6:6, and the life-style necessary for them to live in fellowship with Him. Leviticus with its Tabernacle, Altars, Priests, etc displays the means God has provided so His people may remain in fellowship with Him. Numbers shows the practical life of God's people in the wilderness of this world - the blessings of fellowship for which He had redeemed them being constantly frustrated by their unbelief. The constant need to discipline rebels, and restore the penitent as He moves them towards the Promised land at the pace they're willing to go. Deuteronomy sums up God's dealings with Israel, as Moses makes very clear the issues they face. They must "Remember" 14x, "Hear" 30x, "Do" 100x, because only as in whole-hearted obedience they walk faithfully with God, can His people possess what He has given them to enjoy, Deu 10:12, etc.

The book of Joshua describes how God (in spite of delays arising from unbelief) fulfils the promise to Abraham that his descendants would be given the land of Israel. The book begins and ends with exhortations. That God has fulfilled His promise to Abraham is seen in that Joshua, Joseph, and Eleazar are buried in the land. Allotment begins in faith, 14:6-12, but peters out in hesitation, 18:2-3. God stirs Joshua to stir them up, and, under his leadership, Israel came into possession of the hill-country, and the tribes were allotted their shares of the whole land which they were to conquer for themselves. The book of Joshua shows us God's Redemptive purposes being fulfilled while at the same time His holiness and righteousness ensure that men are treated justly, according to their actions - reaping what they have sown. God's holiness demands holiness of His people - or they miss out on blessings, and suffer penalties. 

In the Bible God reveals Himself and His will against the background of the beliefs and practices in the current world which made the ideas intelligible. At the same time each step developed Israel's Faith beyond and in different directions to that of Assyria, Egypt, Syria, etc, Ps 79:6; 147:20. We mustn't view the events in Joshua in terms of the NT revelation. It took God another thousand years to bring His people to understand and accept NT standards. After 2000 years, life in the Christian church still falls far below the teachings of Christ, and the secular world is rapidly abandoning any attempt to live by them. Joshua describes an active response to what God had at that stage revealed of His will for His people. What is recorded in Joshua reminds us that we today are challenged to enter into our inheritance, and do so in some measure by Faith in response to God's promises. Cp Ex 15:17; 1 Sam 26:19; Jer 2:7; 16:18; 50:11. 

God gives them His land as an inheritance, on His terms. It's a stewardship, to be used and enjoyed in fellowship with Him, and each other, maintained by remembering what He has done, and worshipping Him, Ex 20:6; Deu 26:1-19. Cp our enjoyment of our spiritual inheritance, Rom 8:17; Heb 11:13; 1 Pet 1:4. 
 In a sense it parallels the record in Acts of the disciples' response to the Gospel - a very different situation. Both describe God's fulfilment of His promises achieved and limited by the human tools involved. 

Through Israel and its land God chose to bring Spiritual Redemption - bring into fellowship with God, in eternal life, all who Believe, Jn 3:16; 17:3. This book has blessed many of God's people down through the ages, by encouraging us to trust God to keep His promises to us, and urging us to play our part in entering into and enjoying to the full the SPIRITUAL possessions promised to us. Election and obligation are balanced. Rahab by Faith opts into the chosen people of God. Achan by unbelief/disobedience opts out of them into the riches, position and fate of Jericho. 

In a sense our promised land is Heaven, but there are no battles there, so from Joshua we're to learn about the process by which we enter into, and enjoy, HERE AND NOW, the promised land of eternal life - all that God has granted to us in Christ Jesus our Risen-in-triumph Lord. Our Saviour has granted us the privilege of learning to fellowship with Him in the world that crucified His sinless self and body, and that requires us to voluntarily choose to allow our fallen bodies and sinful natures to join Him on the Cross, count ourselves dead with Him, and rise with Him from the tomb, Gal 2:20; Phil 3:3-21. The more fully He accomplishes this in us, the more fully we will be like Him for ever.

The Jews called Joshua to 2 Kings the Former Prophets. This sums up their role as giving an interpretive/prophetic history of God's people in the land of Israel. The great concerns of secular history may be mentioned casually in a single verse. Two whole chapters deal with the capture of a small town, Ai, because it illustrates a spiritual principle. The book of Joshua, like all Bible History, is written from the point of view of God's purposes. It selects and records historical events which demonstrate what God did in fulfilling His purposes for/ promises to Abraham and Israel. Bible history proclaims God's redemptive, saving actions from generation to generation, Ps 78:1-4. Our study of any part of God's word, centres on our search for the mind of God expressed in it. Our teaching from it should bring to others the blessing of a growing knowledge of God, and fellowship with Him and His saving purposes as they unfold, 1 Cor 10:11. God has ordained that these written memorials outlast the solid memorials of Joshua's Israelites, 4:1-9; 20-24; 22:34. 

Israel was given the land in sovereign Grace, as eternal life of Salvation is given to us. But it's also true that only where they, or we, step out in faith, forcefully and obediently, to claim in our experience what God gives freely, that we actually possess and enjoy it. It's a constant battle, to which we're committed as recipients of Sovereign Grace, 2 Tim 2:19; 1 Jn 3:1-3. We should not be content to stay with Moses, and the Law, viewing the land from afar, Deu 34:1-5. Let's learn from Joshua how we may enjoy and exercise its privileges, and under our Joshua-Jesus exercise ourselves vigorously to enjoy the REST His "Finished Work" has provided, Heb 4:6-16. Cp Jn 6:27; 2 Cor 5:9-10; 2 Tim 4:7-8. Eternal life is both the gift of God, Rom 6:23, and a crown to be won by faithfulness, Rev 2:10. The Christian inheritance is purchased by the blood of the Lamb. We're born into it by God's intervention, Jn 3:3-16/It's also a reward of those who serve Christ, Col 3:10, as they walk the narrow way of holy living, Isa 35:8. Mt 7:14; Heb 12:14.

What we read in Joshua has been carefully copied many times over three thousand years, by people to whom the meaning of words and events became less and less obvious. The geography of Israel, archaeology and ancient histories provide some clues, but the meaning of some Biblical statements remains uncertain. But never forget that God in His infinite love, power, and wisdom has put into our hand the book of Joshua in the form in which we read it. It's part of His God-breathed/inspired Word, and is all profitable to us, to meet the needs of our daily living. Let's receive it from His hands, content that the uncertainties are left uncertain, because He chose it to be so. Content to be little children whose Father knows everything, eager to hear again and again stories of what He has done that are beyond their comprehension. Yet eager to grasp what we can of His ways and works, so that we might think more rightly of Him, fellowship more deeply with Him, and honour Him more fully in the confusion of daily human life. The certainties of His Love, power, and wisdom are hinted at, even in the descriptions of situations that are beyond the experience and understanding of those living in countries blessed by the Gospel. We can't expect to understand the desperate situation where it was essential that a sinful race who had outworn God's patience and grace, had to be wiped out by a sinful race that only in a small degree was reaching up to know, love, and record something of God for the ultimate benefit of mankind.  

***** The rest of the Introduction, and Appendix I, II, and III are written n an attempt to help those who must deal with criticisms of God's Word. If you aren't faced with that challenge, I advise you to ignore those sections. *****

At what Point of History did the Conquest Occur?

Christians can be too ready to assume they KNOW what a Scripture means - long ago I read in the 16th century Trapp's Bible Commentary that the wheel marks of Pharaoh's chariots had been permanently preserved on the Red Sea beach in fulfilment of KJV Isa 19:20; Jer 32:20. A visit to the land of Israel shows that most of the "Mountains" there are only hills. Dig up the old cities, and they turn out to be small towns, and many of the Kings, Dukes, etc are local chiefs over small tribes and petty kingdoms. Battles may have been GREAT only because they had a great impact on a group of God's people, and therefore on the unfolding of God's purposes. But this new sense of proportion must not rob the events of their importance to those involved, or limit the lessons they hold for us. If the population of cities and the numbers in armies etc, are correctly translated, we must accept that the majority of the population were peasants living in flimsy housing that fails to register archaeologically. 
 Any attempt at finality/dogmatism involves the picking up of some of the pieces of information scattered throughout the Scriptures, selectively interpreting them, and discarding the bulk of the pieces, and perhaps the general sense of the Scriptures. In the Bible, and in secular history, even simple things like the length of a king's reign is confused by overlapping reigns (father and son, or rival rulers of sections of the land) whether part years are counted as years, or an accession year isn't counted.

If the book stopped at Chapter 12 we would have thought that Israel was firmly installed in almost all the promised land. But what follows shows that Israelites held the hill country, but that for many years Canaanite cities backed by chariot armies held the fertile plains. This fits what we learn from secular history and archaeology. Because of Israel’s unbelief Joshua was unable to give them rest. Not until the time of King David and Solomon was full possession of the land possible again - and again they failed in unbelief, fell into idolatry and lost the land. Cp Heb 3:7-4:10.

The Witness of the Bible- In 1 Ki 6:1 we read that in the 4th year of Solomon's reign he began to build the Temple 480 years after Israel had left Egypt. This was in about 961 BC, which would make the Exodus to have been in about 1440 BC and the Conquest under Joshua about 1400 BC. But Rameses, Ex 1:11 doesn't seem to have been built until about 1300 BC. So some think 480 is a stylised 12 generations of 40 years, 
 and suggest 12 generation 25 years, 300 years. If so this would make the Exodus at 1290 BC and the Conquest 1250 BC. They feel this fits better with information outside the Bible. But Jeptha, Judg 11:26, says that Israel had occupied Heshbon for 300 years, since Num 21:21-26. Both Saul and David reigned 40 years, Act 13:21; 1 Ki 2:11. If the gap between Jeptha and Saul was about 100 years this fits the 480 years of 1 Ki 6:1.

The Witness of Secular History- At Tel Amarna in Egypt were found over 300 letters from Canaanite kings to Amenophis III 1391-1353 BC and Amenophis 1V/ Akhenaten 1353-1337 BC. They show Canaan was divided into city states - Hazor, Megiddo, Shechem, Jerusalem, etc, who were often quarrelling. Bar 97/4; 99/3.

Papyrus Anastasi A. from     the time of Ramesses II, 1290-1224, describes an Egyptian's journey through the hill country near Shechem where a wild tribe, the Shasu led by a man called Asher ambushed him. The Papyrus Harris Ms claims that Ramesses III defeated, razed their tents and took captive Shasu from Mt Seir, etc. These largely nomadic Shasu are described as a danger to the Canaanite towns. They may have included Israelites  Bar 88/5; 91/5; 91/6.

The memorial Stele of Pharaoh Merenptah/Merneptah 1210 BC gives the earliest known mention of Israel by name. In his campaign in Canaan he claimed to have conquered cities, and defeated a people called Israel, so they were in the land at that time. Pictures carved into walls at Karnak show these victories along with those over Libyans and the Sea Peoples. The mark with the name Israel was used by the Egyptians for an ethnic group, nomadic, or in small settlements without a state capital. Bar 90/5; 91/6; 00/2. 

The Witness of the Text The book of Joshua describes Canaan as the Egyptians did at that time. They called the Phoenicians Sidonians as in Josh 13:4-6, until Tyre conquered Sidon in the 12th century. The Philistines aren't mentioned until 13:2-3 - secular history says they came in 1150 BC. The names Hivite, Perizzite, and Girgashite were in use at that time. Jerusalem is a Jebusite city, 15:8; 18:16. Hebron is remembered as Kirjath Arba, 14:15; 15:54; 20:7; 21:11. In the list of Achan's loot, 7:21, the name Shinar for Babylon was used only in 16th-13 centuries BC. Tongue of Gold is used in the Tel Amarna tablets in the 14th century. 

The covenant in 24:2-27 closely resembles secular covenants of those times. The absence of Persian and Greek words shows the final text of Joshua was finalised long before the Exile. 

The Witness of Archaeology. On many sites in Israel towns built largely of sun-dried clay have been destroyed and rebuilt many times, leaving each time a layer of debris about 2 metres thick - the most recent town being the top layer. If a town was totally destroyed and burned and the layer of ash and wrecked buildings is undisturbed it shows exactly what items were in use at the time of destruction. (In a thousand year's time finding a plastic milk bottle would PROVE the remains dated from AFTER the invention of such bottles.) When an iron knife is found it shows that Iron was in use, so the remains are dated to the "Iron Age." (The city may have been rated Bronze Age for 50 years before that.) Remains of pottery last very well and are used widely for dating purposes - eg the Sea People's/Philistines introduced a distinctive style. Finding a Scarab-seal of a Pharaoh, proves that the city was destroyed AFTER he came to the throne. One archaeologist will give a date 100 years earlier, or 100 years later than the standard dates for any particular age, but the terms are a useful guide. Many uncertainties and disagreements remain - see Appendix II 

MIDDLE BRONZE AGE 2000 to 1550 BC (or 1400 BC). The fertile plains of Canaan were heavily populated, and divided into city states. Towards the close of this period inter-city warfare, invasion by Hittites or Egyptians destroyed some cities, and others became heavily fortified. Cp Num 13:28; Deu 1:28; Josh 2:15; 6:1, 5; 10:20; 14:12. Bar 87/5; 88/5. Jericho was a large city destroyed by fire at the end of Mid Bronze II. Gibeon & Hebron were cities then and a gap follows Mid Bronze II. Bar 87/5. At the end of this time settlements flourished in the south around Kadesh Barnea for less than 100 years. Perhaps these were the Israelites, Num 13-20, although it seems rather early. These weren't linked with towns at all, but the few earlier settlements they replaced were linked with cities like Arad, Num 21:1. Bar 83/4.

LATE BRONZE AGE 15550(or 1400)-1200 BC. The Tel Amarna letters show high culture in a few towns, but heavily reduced total population and few hill sites still inhabited. Estimated population west of Jordan, (based on remains of towns, ignoring nomads etc who may have been equally numerous) dropped from 140,000 to 70,000. Bar 88/5.

IRON AGE I 1200-1000 BC The use of iron spread from the Hittite Empire after its fall in 13th century. It was introduced into Canaan by the Philistines, about 1150 BC, and they had a monopoly, 1 Sam 13:19-20. Although finds of iron are rare in Israelite settlements before the time of David, they're said to have been in the "iron age." There is evidence that Israel entered the hill country of Ephraim Manasseh from the 13th Century on. Until then there were only a few, scattered settlements in the Hill Country. They were closely associated with towns and their animals grazed the lower slopes. The archaeological remains show that by 1200 BC a new group of people were moving up the valleys from the Jordan into the Hill country of Ephraim Manasseh, as well as into Judah and Galilee. 
 No great battles are recorded from the Ephraim Manasseh area, so the land there may have been taken over peaceably, or in small attacks such as in 1 Chr 4:39-40. By 1980 the remains of about 300 of their villages had been discovered in the hill country from Beer Sheba to Galilee. They were nomadic animal herders settling down to grow crops. Cp Isaac in Gen 26:12. They set up a circle of houses around a courtyard - as nomads pitch tents in a circle. Their houses were the four-roomed type typical of a uniquely Israelite house style - no big houses for Chiefs. Cp Judg 17:6. These settlements are generally away from the Canaanite cities and self-sufficient. Among their new features are storage pits for grain and silage, plastered cisterns and large collar-rimmed jars for water storage. They cleared the forest, Josh 17:15-18, and introduced the terracing of the hills for cropping. City quality pottery and large numbers of pig bones are found in Bronze-age sites. The pottery on Iron-age sites is coarse and often made without the use of a wheel. Oak trees covering the hills would have provided a plentiful crop of acorns for pigs, so the absence of pig bones marks the inhabitants as Israelites obeying Lev 11:1-8. These facts and a rapid increase of population support the invasion by a new people. An Alphabet in Hebrew, 11th century and the name Ahilud on a 13-12th century jar handle suggest some literacy. Bar 82/3; 88/5; 91/5; 91/6; 00/2. Most of the settlements were destroyed in the middle of the 11th century, BC which fits what is recorded in Judges and 1 Samuel, about Israel's suffering enemy attacks, until delivered by David. After David's victories the hill country population fell as Israelites moved into dominating life on the more fertile plains. 

The Problem of Overlapping conquests. In Deu 7:2; 33:27 God had promised to drive the enemy out before Israel, but demanded that Israel destroy them completely. God gave them the land, yet it would be theirs only as they took it, 1:3. The early chapters show God keeping His promise as the Israelite national army under Joshua defeated Canaanite armies and established Israel firmly in the land, 11:23. This made it possible for Israel to keep their side of the bargain, if they obeyed God energetically, counting on Him to do what He had promised. The second half of Joshua describes the tribes taking actual possession and settling down in parts of the land, a patchwork of success and failure, 13:13; 14:6-15; 15:63; 16:10; 17:12-18; 19:47-48; 23:4-5, cp 23:9. 

There is no victory or blessing without obedient faith, 23:9-13. There's some confusion or overlap between the conquests under Joshua, and those under tribal leaders - In 10:36-37 we read that Joshua took Hebron and Debir. In 15:13-14, in the setting of tribal conquests the first example is Judah under Caleb took those towns. The latter may be saying that when under Joshua's command Hebron was conquered he gave Caleb and Judah the privilege of acting on Israel's behalf. Or the Israelites may have lost the town and had to re-take it - In Judges 1:1-15 this seems to be after Joshua's death. 

Hebrew accounts are often organised into groups of similar events, rather than chronologically. And in that kind of warfare sometimes a King was killed, his army defeated and inhabitants scatter and hide. Yet fighting ebbed and flowed, and as with Ai, Israelites could forfeit God's help. This might allow survivors to return, patch up the walls and gates, take in refugees from other towns, so that a captured city might need to be retaken 20 years later. 
 The puzzling things we find in our reading would be explained if we could read the WHOLE story. See Appendix I.

CHAPTER  1

1:1-9 The Lord Commissions & Encourages Joshua

(God confirms that Joshua is to take Israel over Jordan and conquer the land, Deu 1:38; 3:21, 28; 31:3, 7-8, 23. The land is God's gift, and Israel will possess and enjoy it only in obedient fellowship with Him. Joshua must set them a good example. The Lord's plain words make all this clear, and the whole book shows how it worked out in practice. The book also reminds us that successful Christian living is provided in Grace-given forgiveness, Rom 5-6, supported by Bible study, 1 Tim 4:11-16. Christians don't gain victory by Law obedience, but God in Christ grants them victory, through His Spirit in us, 1 Cor 15:57.)

1:1-2 After the death of Moses- A reminder of Moses' disobedience, Num 20:12, and the need for Joshua to obey. This book flows straight on from Deuteronomy. Moses had been duly mourned, Deu 34:7-8. God now steps in to authorise Joshua to lead Israel through their next stage. The priesthood was hereditary. Leaders were appointed directly by God, Num 27:15-23.

the servant- Ebed- Permanent slave-servant. of the Lord- The title is first used at the end of his service, Deu 34:5. Abraham was the Lord's servant, Gen 26:24, as was David, 1 Ki 8:66. The servant- Ebed songs of Isa 42:1-4; 49:1-7; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12, apply to Jesus who came in the form of a servant- Doulos, Phil 2:7. Godly men in the NT gladly confess they are the Lord's Doulos, Rom 1:1; Jas 1:1; 2 Pet 1:1, etc. As with Abraham, Jas 2:23, the Lord calls them His friends, Jn 15:15. But, honoured thus, we gladly confess Him Lord. 

The Lord said to Joshua- Directly, as He had done to Moses, 3:7; 4:1; 5:2, 9; 6:2; 7:10; 8:1; 10:8; 11:6. Moses servant- Sharath- A free person, who was called to serve another, and agreed to do so. God's slaves are not man's slaves. As Moses' attendant, Ex 24:13; 33:11; Num 11:28, he had worked in supportive fellowship with Moses throughout Israel's experience of God in the wilderness. This had prepared him to obey the Lord, and trust Him to give them the victory, Num 14:6-10. 

Moses my servant is dead- But God's work continues. The Leaders God provides serve their time, as David did, Acts 13:36, and are replaced. God who foreknows everything, knew Moses would fail. Now therefore ARISE GO OVER/get ready to cross Jordan- God commissioned Joshua as His man to lead Israel to accomplish the next phase of His will. Joshua had 40 years learning with Moses. Young Believers need to listen to God's call and learn to imitate those they see living to the Glory of God. If we see none, that's no excuse, as there are plenty in the Bible to set us an example, and also in Church History. It's less easy to learn Godliness from the printed page, but we should set out to be a Pacemaker. 
 Respond to the words Paul the Apostle used in 2 Timothy, and like Paul keep running until the end. 

into the land which I am about to give to the Israelites- God acts in Sovereign Grace. His Person, Promises, Plans, Provision, Presence is the basis for all action by His people. The land had been promised in Gen 12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 26:3-4; Ex 3:8. That God will GIVE it is confirmed in 2:9, 14, 24; 5:6; 8:1; 9:24; 18:3; 22:4; 23:15, 16. 

1:3-4 Every place you set your foot.. I have given you as I promised Moses- All the land was theirs by God's Sovereign purpose, promise and gift. Yet in a lesser sense, all of it that they would ever possess would be gained only by their own action. God's people must respond to God's sovereign Grace by stepping out in obedient Faith that actively seeks to know His will, and do it. It might seem to us kinder for the Lord to provide instant effortless possession of the whole land by wiping out the whole Canaanite population, But only what they were willing to desire, and claim energetically by faith, could be really theirs - with the spiritual value to them of fellowship with God. All the fullness of Salvation God has provided for us Christians has been ready waiting for us from the foundation of the world. It was empowered by the death and resurrection of Christ, and received by us in principle at conversion. Yet it's truly ours only to the limits we have set by our willingness to respond to the written word of God/the Spirit's promptings, and claim our inheritance. But none are ever entitled to boast, Ps 115:1; 

Eph 2:8-9; Titus 3:5-6. Their possession of the land flowed from Abraham's God-generated faith, and in this He is our "father," Rom 4:11, 16; Heb 3:1; 11:8. Cp Heb 5:9. As we read the many grand and precious promises God has made to us we're to say our Amen - our "Yes please Lord, let that be true in my life," and so live to the glory of God, 2 Cor 1:20. It's not a question of the strength of our Faith, but of our choosing to attempt to obey. 
 This includes our enjoying the fulness of Christ-likeness. It needs to be sought, and put on, patiently, item by item, Col 3. And if we refuse to claim what we choose to not want, that refusal may well prevent our receiving what we are eager to have. Besides, only as we learn to stand with the Lord, in fellowship with His purposes, can we become able to understand and desire much of what He seeks to bless us with. 

Your territory will extend from the WILDERNESS/desert- Uncultivated land. Lebanon.. to.. the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites 
 to the Great Sea- This gives the greatest extent of Israel's promised land, Cp Gen 10:19; 15:18; Num 13:17-21; Deu 1:7; 34:1-4. Only briefly under Solomon was all this under the control of God's people, 2 Sam 8:3-12; 1 Ki 5:1, 4; 8:65. Joshua's conquests were more limited, 10:40-41; 11:16-17, 21-22. Are we living in the joy and fruitfulness of all that God has provided for us as His Sons and Daughters? 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Phil 2:12-16. Col 3:1-25, etc. As Heb 4 warns us, neither Joshua nor David was able to bring Israel into their full inheritance, but that fulness is open to us today as we cease from our own works and by faith rest in the finished work of Christ. Cp Rom 10:1-12. 

1:5 No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life- Heb 13:5. Power was provided and God's presence assured. We too are not serving a distant God. He's right with us in all His Almighty Power, Wisdom, Holiness and Love as He was with Joshua, Mt 28:16-20. He has ALL POWER to give orders, and to make things happen, therefore we're to Go and make disciples. Those who submit to the Lord's authority, and obey Him, have the right to expect that He will use that obedience. Believers are obeyers, or empty frauds. Baptism symbolises our discipleship, and we bring others to stand with us in relation to our Lord. That's the land promised us, and for which the Lord's presence empowers us. 

If our hearts are set on being His disciples, His servants, Christ-like 24 hours a day for the rest of our life, that will be a real foretaste of Heaven. If not, life will be embarrassing, uncomfortable and frustrating. A stray cat can be adopted, and remain unchanged, allowed to live as it pleases. But a son can't be adopted on that basis. Those born again of the Spirit of God, are committed to the family likeness, and our happiness depends on us living that new life in His presence. God does His work through empowered servants, assured of success to the limit of their courageous, intelligent, and persistent obedience. In this we're supported by the godly example of the Lord Jesus, Heb 12:1-3. Apart from Jericho and Ai, the initiative was with the Canaanites who attacked Israel. Our witness being attacked saves us from dithering. 

as I was with Moses, so I will be with you- Cp Deu 3:21-22. That the Lord commissions servants means He will equip and support them as in Mt 28:20. This makes us responsible to choose to commit ourselves to persistent obedience. Cp Ex 4:11-12; Jer 1:17-19; Acts 26:15-19. 

1:6-7 Be strong and of good COURAGE/Courageous- Three times Joshua is urged to be this, 1:6, 7, 9. Cp Deu 7:24; 11:24-25; 17:18-20; 31:6-7, 23; 2 Sam 7:9-10; 1 Ki 2:2-4; 2 Ki 18:7; 22:2. The Lord knew even better than Joshua the unbelief, cowardice, fickleness etc of Israel, but what the Lord commands His servants, He also enables. There are good reasons for Joshua to be strong - God's promise of victory, 1:5-6, God's Word, a safe guide and enabler, 1:7-8, and God's presence and sustaining power, 1:9. The real battle of faith is to depend on what God is and has said, not on what we think or feel. Any resting on the promises of God that results in laziness, and half-hearted effort, is not of God. God's assurance of His equipping us is to be a spur to our fullest effort to do His will to the full. His assurance of finishing His work in us, Phil 1:6, assures us that it's always worthwhile for us to try to do His will, 1 Cor 15:58. Israel had already failed, Deu 1:19-45. Unbelief saw only the giant men, the walled cities, and the iron chariots, 17:16; Num 13:33; Deu 1:28. Only by standing with the Lord, looking at the situation as it was in His purposes, could they step forward. So must we, 1 Cor 16:13. 

FOR/because you will lead these.. to inherit- A rich word. And a reminder that the blessings which may be enjoyed by mankind aren't earned, or achieved by human effort. They are gifts from the Creator and Redeemer, offered freely in Grace, and received and enjoyed by Faith - the more vigorously and appreciatively the better for the joy of all concerned. the land I swore to their forefathers to give them- See 11:23; 14:13; 16:4; 17:6; Deu 1:1-18; 12:10; 1 Pet 1:4. 

Only be strong and very courageous.. Be careful to DO/obey all the Law- We tend to think of Law as an enforceable code of rules with legal penalties. God's Law set out a life-style which would help men to live in fellowship with Himself and His purposes of blessing for them - that would free Him to bless them without in any way His acting out of character. See 8:3; Deu 5:32; 17:20; 31:29; Ps 1; 16:5-6; 19:7, and 119. The Law is summed up and restated in Deuteronomy. Military skill and efficiency play their part, but the strength and courage needed involve a commitment to understand God's revealed will, and to carry it out in practice. Faith and courage in spiritual matters grow out of meditation on, and obedience to the Word of God. Unredeemed human nature, and the Godless world, admire the free-thinker, and lawless. God proclaims the blessedness of those who submit themselves to His will and so play their rightful part in His eternal purposes. It takes courage to proclaim truths that are despised as being out of step with the wishes of our age and culture. To pick and choose which of His commands we will preach and obey makes us self-pleasers rather than God-pleasers. This robs the Gospel we preach of its power, to our great loss, Phil 3:18; 2 Tim 3:4-5. 

Moses my servant COMMANDED/gave you. Do not turn from it to the right or left that you may PROSPER/be successful- Sakal- Wise, and successful. 
 God, as Creator, and Redeemer, has the right to give orders. God's Word is our instruction and maintenance manual. Only when it's understood and obeyed can we be successful. Cp 1 Ki 2:1-4. Confidence requires a clear conscience, Prov 28:1. Only when that conscience has been enlightened by God's Word is it reliable, Ps 19:7-14. Peter, James, Jude, and Paul called themselves the bond-slaves of the Lord, and their lives were lived in the way appropriate to those bought by the precious blood of Christ and so set free to serve Him acceptably. We too are bought with a price, and so required to glorify God in our bodies and selves that now belong to Him. Slaves to serve in His household. Soldiers to fight under Him in His battles. And the most wonderful picture of all, we form the bride for whom He gave His all, Eph 5:25-27. Any way we look at it, we are His. God doesn't enforce His rights on us, but in Rom 12:1 calls us to the Glory of volunteering for His service in view of His Mercy as set out in Rom 1-11. That's not slavery or drudgery. It's love and reason responding to love and reason - lovingly and reasonably. We're to abide in His love the way He stayed in His Father's love, Jn 15:7-10. 

1:8-9 Do not let this book of the Law- Torah. It had been written after the defeat of Sihon, and Og, Deu 1:3-5. It was to be stored by the Ark, Deu 31:10-13; 24-26, and taken out and read to the assembled nation every 7 years, DEPART OUT OF/from your mouth- People generally used to read aloud, so it may mean keep reading God's Law. But also, keep chewing on it, don't reject and spit out what it's saying as too hard, Jn 6:60. Keep asking "How Lord?" "Why Lord?" "This doesn't seem to fit me Lord!" "How does it fit in with X Scripture?" Thank you Lord, help me obey. In his position over Israel Joshua was to issue orders based on the book, not on his own wisdom, Deu 31:9-15. Israel's total obedience to every command in it was to be the foundation of their national well-being and blessing, Deu 5:10, 33; 6:6-9, 24-25; 10:27-28; 11:31-32. 
 meditate on it- Gen 24:63; Ps 119;15, 48, 97, etc. Time spent on thinking over God's Word is fine if we DO what we read, Mt 7:24-27; Jn 13:17; Gal 5:6; Eph 5:17; Col 3:2; Heb 2:1-4; Jas 1:22; 1 Jn 2:4. It's THEN we can expect success. 

OBSERVE/be careful to do everything written in it: for then you will be prosperous- Tsalach- To have the inner power-wisdom-skill to do what is good, right, beneficial and so, successful. and have good success- Sakal. Happily reach your goal. Obeying wise rules gives true freedom. 
 Lawlessness leaves us the slave of passions - our own or other people's. Be strong, of good courage; NOT AFRAID/terrified. DISMAYED/ discouraged. For the Lord- What He is in Himself. your God- What He is to me. My understanding is limited, my attention is intermittent, my love needs constant feeding by my attention being directed to Him and His work for me. with you wherever you go- Joshua now sets in motion the process of obeying God's command to enter the land. 

1:10-18 Joshua Responds by Giving Orders

(All Israel must co-operate to secure possession of the land, 3:7; 4:14; 8:15; 10:9, etc. Joshua obeyed the Lord by passing on the Lord's commands promptly, not waiting for a consensus of human support. To delay obedience is to defy God, and make any obedience improbable. Cp Ps 119:60; Col 3:23. Preachers are commanded to pass on the Lord's commands in His name, Jn 13:20; Titus 2:15.)

1:10-15 Joshua COMMANDED/ordered the officers.. tell the people, PREPARE/get your supplies ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan, to go in and take possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you- Spiritually, third day is resurrection day, and only those counting themselves dead with Christ and risen with Christ can be strong for the Journey, Rom 6:6-11; 7:1-10; 2 Cor 5:15; Gal 2:20; Phil 3:3-21; Col 3:1-24. Practically it would take three days for them to get everything ready to move. They had to trust and obey God in this while facing a flooded river with no reason to expect it to be crossable. They must in faith prepare provisions for what God demanded of them and would do for them. Nothing is said about fighting. They are to cross and take possession of the land in principle. Claim the promises and face the consequences. God provides everything we have but to prepare meals is our responsibility. Hypocrites claim the presence of God without bothering to meditate on His Word, and fail to prepare food for the journey, 1 Tim 4:6. 

To the Reubenites, Gadites, Manasseh, Joshua said remember the command of Moses the servant of the Lord.. the Lord is giving you rest- The special quality of life in the land God gave His people was to be rest - the security established by the defeat of the enemy, and living in the will of God, 1:13, 15; 21:44; 22:4; 23:1. Cp Deu 12:10; 25:19. Rest is the goal set out for God's work, Gen 1:1-2:3; and for His people.

this land- See 22:1-34; Num 32. Joshua neither took their obedience for granted, nor gave them any option. He reminded them by restating what they had agreed to, as something required of them by God's will, and their consent. Human nature needs reminding, 1 Cor 11:24-25; 1 Tim 4:6; 2 Tim 1:5-6; 2:14; Heb 10:32; 2 Pet 1:12-15; Jude 1:5. 

Your wives, children, CATTLE/livestock stay in the land.. But all your MIGHTY MEN OF VALOUR/fighting men- Gibbor Chayil- Strong and effective men. fully armed must cross over ahead.. to help your brothers- As in Deu 3:18-20. They had been granted the right to settle in Trans-Jordan on this condition.. It's important for national unity that Joshua should restate their responsibility, and that they should accept his leadership. So all Israel would be committed to seeing all Israel receive their inheritance.

until the Lord gives them rest, as He has done for you.. After that go back and occupy your own land- The land the Lord was giving them involved constant danger and conflict. So it doesn't picture for us Heaven. The Promised land that has been assured us, and that we're called to enter and possess, is our present spiritual inheritance - and that involves our fighting the good fight of faith, 1 Tim 6:12; 2 Tim 5-8. Each tribe is to be concerned with ALL Israel achieving possession and rest. Each Believer is to be concerned for the welfare of the whole church body. 

1:16-18 They answered.. All you have commanded we will do.. wherever you send we will go. As we obeyed Moses.. we will obey you; may the Lord.. be with you, as He was with Moses- Hardly reassuring in view of their record, but typical of human optimism and self-righteousness - We'll do whatever you say AS LONG AS (we think) God is with you. Such remarks are not easy to take from underlings. Still, their optimism proved God's timing right as they were ready to face the challenge. Israel had been quick to deny that God stood with Moses when faced with challenges, as at Kadesh Barnea, Num 14:1-10. Fellowship with God, and commitment to unity, is still the essential qualification for leadership, Jn 17; 1 Cor 3; 1 Tim 1:3-10; 3:1-13; Titus 1:6-9. Whoever rebels against your word will be put to death; be strong and OF GOOD COURAGE/courageous. 

CHAPTER 2

2:1-24 Rahab & the Spies

(This chapter records a further step in God's giving Israel the land of Canaan, but it also pictures Israel's mission as God's witness to the nations. And as a result, some under God's judgment being blessed by being converted to Him and His cause. God's work on behalf of His people is a witness that invites others to join them in being blessed. The story confirms God's calling and welcoming anyone, anywhere, who calls on His name, Joel 2:32; Rom 10:13. (Not merely those who work at being righteous, Act 10:30-35; Rom 2:7.) Still it's an embarrassing story. God's men, the heroes, are spies, associated with the heroine a prostitute, or possibly innkeeper. 
 Much of the Bible is embarrassing. It's a realistic description of how a holy and righteous God of love intervenes in this world to save all sorts of sinners. He does so by meeting them right where they are in their sin and rebellion. God is HOLY. He doesn't need to be prudish. He deals in facts - using language that leaves no uncertainty about the reality of sin, and of the salvation He offers.)

2:1 Joshua.. sent out two men to spy- There's no suggestion that this was lack of faith. God had commanded Moses to send out spies, Num 13:1-2. The sin then was the unbelief of the 10. Trust in the Lord doesn't rule out our responsibility to act with due caution and preparedness. God gave Joshua encouragement through their experience and findings. It's sinful to put our wisdom above God's direction, Prov 3:5, but equally it's sinful to test God by choosing to act on promises which don't apply to our situation, Mt 4:6-7. Jericho- the name means Moon City. Probably what is now called Tell-es-Sultan, but other possible sites aren't yet explored. Even entering the city would show them the inner defences of the gates. 

they came to a HARLOT'S/prostitute's- Zanah- Highly fed, so, wanton, fornication. house, named Rahab- The name Rahab is recorded from pre-Israelite Canaan. and lodged there- They acted freely and yet God guided, or at least provided for them, Ps 37:23, as He does for us, Phil 2:13. In Babylonia the word Sabitu- One who provides drink, meant an inn-keeper, so Zanah probably goes beyond the specific meaning of the word to the general function of inn-keeper. Cp modern use of "hostess." Jewish tradition - Josephus and Targums say Innkeeper. 

2:2-7 It was told the king of Jericho- The Tel el Amarna tablets show that at this time the land was divided into city states ruled by Kings. some Israelites have come here tonight. The king sent to Rahab.. bring out the men- Whatever her dealings with them it would now be treason for her to help them. 
 the woman TOOK/had taken the men and hid them- Cp 2 Sam 17:18-21. said. Yes the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from- She wouldn't be expected to ask questions of customers. Rahab knew that Israel was under God's protection, and believed that God would give them victory. She promptly chose to side with Israel, and hid the spies knowing they were Israelites. Rahab's faith, Heb 11:31, saved her from death when the city fell - did it save her eternally? Repentance involves choosing God by Faith, 1 Th 1:9-10. Her repentance and faith involved changing sides from Canaanite religion to the God of heaven and Earth as seen in her kindness to the spies. This brought her reciprocal kindness. The Bible doesn't commend her lying words, but commends her actions - which expressed her stand for God/His purposes/people - as saving her, Jas 2:25. Trust and Obey, Choose, and Pay. Sinners are justified by Faith that claims God's promises and forgiveness, and it transforms them. She is honoured by being in the Lord's genealogy, Mt 1:5, a link in the chain that brings salvation to the world. But nothing justifies sinning. The blessed Lord was never guilty of the aggressive sins of the strong, nor the self-protective sins of the weak, Isa 53:9. We His people should imitate Him in this. But it's not surprising that, under pressure, standards fall. The sins, weaknesses, and follies of the Godly are no excuse for any of us. when it was time to close the gate.. the men went out, which way.. I don't know, go after them quickly, you may catch them- As wise as a serpent! Her advice to hide in the hills, and her decision to save only her family, were equally wise. The woman's desire/strategy to gain life for her family through sheltering the spies has behind it God's purpose to use them to encourage the faith of the Israelites. God's work and ours are involved in all that He does to fulfil His purposes.

but she had brought them up to the roof.. and hid them with flax- This fits with it being harvest time, 3:15. A humiliating hiding of the men who, with the gate shut, were at the mercy of an enemy woman. God provides a way of escape, but it may be humiliating, 2 Cor 11:33. the men set out in pursuit of the spies.. shut the gate- When the pursuers failed to find the spies, the obvious thing to do would be to search Rahab's house on their return. 

2:8-11 Before the spies lay down for the night.. she said. I know the Lord has given this land to you.. all.. are melting in fear because of you- Rahab's treachery to her godless nation was also loyalty to a higher King and people - a transfer of faith to God, and actions which declared and made that faith obvious. 
 Her confession supports the Lord's declaration to Joshua, 1:2-3. we have heard how the Lord dried up the Red Sea for you.. and what you did to Sihon and Og, whom you UTTERLY/completely destroyed- Charam- Made accursed, destroyed. Num 21:21-35. News of Israel and Israel's God had spread widely in the 40 years, Ex 15:15-16; 23:27. God had chosen the right man to be Pharaoh to make the events newsworthy. Her Faith came from hearing a report of God's actions, Rom 10:17. In a fuller sense Israel had heard God's promises and personally experienced His Saving power in what was only a rumour to her - yet perished in the wilderness in unbelief, Heb 3:5-19. Her fellow citizens heard what she heard, in desperate fear, Deu 2:25, but not in faith. She saved herself from them in terms of Acts 2:40-41, and equally was granted faith, Acts 16:14. Her works saved her in the sense that if she had professed to believe what she did, and handed the spies over to the king's men, she would have died with the rest in the city - her faith moved her to choose to change sides. Cp Heb 11:24-26; Ruth 1:15-16; Mt 10:32-33; Lk 14:27.

When we heard.. everyone's courage failed.. for the Lord your God- He is YOUR God, she doesn't acknowledge Him as HER God. as she hasn't yet assurance that Israel's God will allow Himself to be her God. Is God in heaven and earth- As we all should, she turns to God from where she is and uses that for Him - a public house, the drying linen flax, the house being on the wall. In a world dominated by men, 1:14; 23:12, this story is a reminder that even in the masculine world of war and conquest, women can actively choose God and His will, and so play a part. Cp Deborah and Jael, Judg 4.

2:12-13 Now THEREFORE/then, please swear to me by the Lord, because I have shown kindness- Chesed- Family loyalty, Covenant kindness, mercy. The word is used of God showing kindness to Abraham by providing a wife for Isaac, Gen 24:12. It's used of God's kindness in Ex 20:6; Deu 5:10; Jer 32:18, and often elsewhere. show kindness to my family- Her choosing to show loyalty to them/Israel, justifies her request/demand for reciprocal action from them. Cp Gen 21:22-24. spare the lives of my father, mother.. save us- Natsal- Snatch away, defend, rescue. from death- That death for all Canaanites was God's intention is referred to in Num 21:1-3; Deu 2:34; 3:6; 7:2; 20:17. She deals with the men as God's agents, and they deal with her on that basis. She confesses God's redeeming acts on behalf of His people, and in effect joins them by faith. Today such a confession of faith brings salvation, Rom 10:9; 1 Jn 4:15. In a sense Rahab (and her family) by her confession and choice, ceased to be Canaanites under the ban, and opted to become, in association with Israel, inheritors of the blessings promised to Abraham, Gen 12:3. News of her story may have prompted the Gibeonites to follow her example. 

2:14-15 The men ANSWERED/assured her, our lives for your lives- Was this lack of Faith? They were commanded not to deal with Canaanites, Deu 7:2. But then as a Moabite Ruth shouldn't have been received, either. Or David and his men eaten the shewbread, Mt 12:3-6. God's commands should be obeyed, but a heart right with God may sometimes ignore them to achieve God's holy purposes of mercy. 

If you don't tell what we are doing.. we will treat you kindly- Chesed. and faithfully- They hadn't yet been shown how they could escape so they had to trust her, but made it clear that safety for her depended on their escaping. Once they were out of reach of harm from Jericho she couldn't own up without being killed. She had to trust them, as well as trust their God, and believe that her action is the way of escape God has provided. Cp oaths in 1 Ki 20:39, 42; 2 Ki 10:24.

2:15-20 She let them down by a CORD/rope through the window- Cp 1 Sam 19:12; Acts 9:25. for the house was part of the city wall- The simplest town walls were a ring of houses joined to each other around a central area. Until the Assyrians with their battering rams made solid walls necessary even large cities had casemate walls - Inner and outer walls with rooms between them. In God's providence they had entered the house of the one person who wished to be saved in saving them, and whose house "happened" to make a silent exit easy. They were still responsible to save themselves by hiding in the hills, and she must tie the identifying cord in her window. God's providence is total, but it doesn't deprive us of the privilege of being alert to dangers, and taking reasonable steps to ensure our welfare and the fulfilment of God's purposes. We're sheep under His shepherd care, but also His sons and daughters, not His family pets. God's care of us is no excuse for laziness, or carelessness. God's promises are made to those who honestly strive against sin, and mourn when tripped up by it. We're kept by the power of God who is able to keep us from falling, and requires us to keep ourselves in His Love, 1 Pet 1:5, Jude 21, 24. We're to guard against having an evil heart of unbelief that turns from God and His ways, Heb 3:13. 

Now she had said. Go to the hills.. hide- Rahab continues to take charge in case they don't think of the obvious need to go into hiding. God and a woman nursed them along.

the men said we will be blameless- In our tradition a story should be told step by step, and it may seem to us that this conversation was carried on AFTER they'd escaped - at the risk of other in-the-wall dwellers hearing them. But Eastern stories don't cover all facts in strict sequence, preferring to arrange them for dramatic effect, and ease in memorising. Eg 2:9-11 apparently has a complicated balancing of contrasting statements. Having covered their escape the writer goes back to fill in some of the details as to what had been agreed to. Unless.. you have tied this scarlet cord- This reminds us of redemption/salvation by blood, as applied at Passover, Ex 12:13, and of the Lord's atoning death for us, Mt 26:28. and unless you bring.. into your house- It must have been uncomfortably crowded.

If anyone goes outside.. his blood will be on his own head- For blood guilt see 2 Sam 1:16; 1 Ki 2:37; Ezek 3:18-21. Only those willing to separate themselves from the wicked and shelter under the scarlet cord, were spared the fate of the wicked. The positive assurances of God's grace to us who believe, are also hedged about with an IF in Rom 8:13; 11:22; 1 Cor 15:2; Col 1:23; Heb 3:6, 14. We must bear the identifying mark of the people of God, and abide in the house. IF you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath- Until they were out of sight of the town they felt unsafe, but from the moment she had lied to the King's men Rahab was as vulnerable as they were.

2:21-24 She tied the scarlet cord in the window- Promptly. As with our receiving Salvation, it's too late if people wait till Judgment falls. they went into the hills.. three days- Those hills are rugged with many caves - excellent hiding places. Then the two men.. came to Joshua.. they said.. the Lord has given the land into our hands.. for all the people are melting with fear because of us- Joshua had received the reassurance he needed. It was clear that God was keeping His promise, and the way was open for God to reveal Himself as Captain of the conquering army, to Joshua the visible, human captain. 

CHAPTER 3

3:1-4:24 The Crossing of Jordan & its Memorial

(God intervened dramatically at two key points in Israel's history. The Red Sea had blocked their escape from the enslaving power of Egypt. Now their entry into the promised land was blocked by the Jordan in full flood. In both cases the Lord opened a passage through the barrier as Israel obeyed in faith. That barrier may well have allowed Israel to cross unopposed as the Canaanites believed that the Jordan in flood made crossing impossible. As we face the difficulties of life we too need to remember Rom 8:28, and keep our eyes on the Lord to see what He will do about it, or tell us to do, Ps 123:2. 

This is recorded to teach us, Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:11, how to step out FOR the Lord, WITH the Lord, and IN OBEDIENCE TO the Lord. And to identify ourselves with His purposes, and thankfully experience the blessing of His presence as we do so. The lessons are clear as the actions required of Israel were physical, and visible. Under the Gospel much of our preparation and obedience is personal, invisible and spiritual. Unless their physical actions were done from the heart they weren't effective spiritually. Our invisible/spiritual heart obedience needs to be willing to express itself in physical actions where appropriate. See Appendix IIa Baptism.

As usual in Hebrew there is much repetition. When one aspect of the story has been taken through to its end, the writer goes back to an earlier stage to take up another aspect, before moving ahead. That Joshua ensured careful obedience to God's instructions is made clear, with every person playing their part in submission to him. Submission to God-provided leadership is still essential today, Rom 10:3; 13:1; 1 Cor 14:32, 34; 16:16; Eph 5:21, 22, 24; Heb 12:9; 13:17; Jas 4:7; 1 Pet 2:13; 3:1; 5:5. Our proud sinful natures resist this, but the benefit of submitting to leadership is obvious in secular armies, sports teams, or orchestras. 
) 
3:1 JOSHUA ROSE EARLY- Shakam- To load up on the back of man or beast, to start early. To take up promptly the responsibilities of the day. He honoured God by prompt action. Cp Abraham, Gen 22:3, about to sacrifice Isaac. Prompt obedience may not be easy, but every delay makes it harder and less effective. Joshua was acting on the promise of 1:11 that they'd cross Jordan within three days. The spies must have been sent out prior to that, and returned with their encouraging message when Joshua needed to go ahead. they.. went to the Jordan.. camped before crossing- Moving and settling down would have taken most of the three days. Being close to Jordan, ready to move, would make them sharply aware of what a barrier its floodwaters were. They had no evidence that the Jordan would dry up, but they submitted to God's plan and put themselves in place ready for God to do the impossible. We need to do that too. 

3:2-3 After three days the officers went through the camp giving orders.. When you see the ark- God's Ark is central, mentioned 16x in Ch 3-4, and referred to as "it" 5x more. The Lord, symbolised by His ark, acted like the Good Shepherd in going before His Sheep, Ps 23; Jn 10:4. Num 10:33-36 vividly portrays the Ark, signifying God's presence among His people, going before them to His chosen place of rest. 

of the covenant of the Lord your God- Calling it the ARK of the COVENANT emphasises that it contained the 10 commandments which were the core of God's covenant terms which Israel had promised to keep, Ex 19:1-6; 24:1-8; 34:28; Deu 4:13. At Kadesh Barnea they had rejected His covenant provision, Num 11:1; 14:1-5, 32-34. Cp Ps 78:10. God's covenant relationship with them was likened to a marriage covenant, Isa 55:3; 56:6; Jer 1:5; 2:2; 31:31-34; Ezek 16:60; Hos 2:18-20. The Law set out the terms under which they were entering the land, and could continue to live there in fellowship with the Lord, Ex 26:33-34; Deu 10:1-5; Ps 25:10. But mechanical carrying out of the Law as a set of rules was worthless. Following the Ark was a profession of following God, personally, not just following the rules of the Law. For us also, nothing less than a commitment/giving ourselves to the Lord has saving reality, Col 2:6; Heb 12:28-29. The Mercy Seat of the ark pictured Christ as our sin-bearer, Saviour, Rom 3:25; 1 Jn 2:2; 4:10, the Author and Finisher of our faith, Heb 12:2.

and the priests who are Levites carrying it- The priests were Levites descended from Aaron, Ex 6:16-20. But the way this verse is worded reminds us that the priests were in charge of the ark, the tabernacle, and everything in it, but under their control the Levite sons of Kohath did the actual carrying, Num 3:30-31; 4:15. The Ark was kept in the Holy of Holies, screened behind a curtain. It remained hidden while this curtain and tent was collapsed over the ark by the High Priest and his sons. When all was ready the Kohathite Levites took hold of the carrying poles, Num 4:5-20 - all they were allowed to touch. Everything remained under the care of the priests who supervised the carrying, and then re-erected everything at the next place. See also Deu 10:8; 31:9, 25-26; 1 Sam 6:15; 2 Sam 15:24; 1 King 8:3, 6; 2 Chr 5:4-5; 35:3. Only the High Priest ever SAW the Ark itself, but he could guarantee that what was being carried under the Tabernacle coverings was indeed the Ark. 

Their Leaders had to be trustworthy and God's people had to trust their leaders - it would be death to seek to prove it for oneself, 1 Sam 6:19. The Priests and Levites carrying the Ark were visible leaders of God's people, united in His presence, carrying and surrounding the sacred symbol of His presence among them. In a sense Christian leaders also carry God in the midst of His people, as they minister Christ from God's Word.

then you are to.. GO AFTER/follow it- The eyes of Leaders and people alike must be on the Lord, Heb 12:2. The Priests and Levites had a privileged position, but it didn't save Nadab and Abihu, Lev 10:1-2. Cp Jas 3:1. Leaders have no right to expect others to follow them except as they follow Christ, 1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:17. 
 This pictures for us that always God must be allowed to lead, and as we attempt to follow Him by obeying His rational instructions, we're to trust Him to give further guidance as needed. The obedient Levitical Priests were visible, as God had ordained. God's will has to be clear to His Servant-Leaders, if not to all the people. Carrying the Ark of the Lord required them to be close together, all moving in the same direction and in step, as they obeyed the Lord/did His will. What a disaster it is when Leaders are seen to be quarrelling, pulling in different directions or competing. Apart from the smallest child/most recent convert, all of us are in some sense a leader to someone who looks to us and depends on us. 

3:4 But keep a distance of TWO THOUSAND CUBITS/a thousand yards between you and the Ark.. then you will know which way to go- Setting this distance (About a Kilometre) pointed to a spiritual need - God was graciously among His people, but it was for them to respond with due reverence. Cp Jn 20:21 - the Saviour came among them as Jesus. They rejoiced to see Him as Lord. There was also the practical need for the Leaders to be far out in front, in order to be seen clearly by a large number of followers spread out widely. An enthusiastic rabble crowding around the Levites and the Ark would create confusion. Instead the gap meant that thousands of Israelites descending towards the river had a clear view of what happened when the Priests/Levites with the ark reached the water's edge. 

Today, our invisible Lord has given each of us our place in the work of God, Mk 13:34; 1 Cor 12:4-26, and each is to look to his Lord as he attempts to carry it out, Ps 123:2; Heb 12:2. And to look to our leaders as they obey and follow the Lord. The 2000 cubits distance warns us against the irreverent familiarity with the things of God that rashly attempts to spell out the mysteries of our 

Lord's person, and disturbs/divides His people with dogmatic statements about it. Israel entered their land in fellowship with God/His Ark. We enter our inheritance in fellowship with our Lord in His death and sharing His risen-from-the-dead life. Cp life from death in Mk 8:34-35; Rom 4:17-21; 2 Cor 1:8-10. Joshua and Eleazar were types of Christ who is both our Apostle and High Priest, Heb 3:1. 

3:5 Joshua said.. SANCTIFY/consecrate- Qadash- Be ceremonially clean. 
 Without God having sanctified them, no-one can sanctify themselves. But those who God in grace sanctifies are by that fact committed to carry out God's purpose, and set themselves to the task of doing so. Cp Gen 35:1-2; Ex 19; 1 Sam 16:5; Ps 26:6; Isa 29:13-14; 2 Cor 7:1; 1 Tim 2:8; 2 Tim 2:21; 1 Jn 3:3. Only those with clean hands/pure heart can approach God, Ps 24:3-5.

yourselves- Set yourselves apart for the presence of the Lord and for fellowship with Him in His work. Apart from giving up any other plans they had for the day, (Mt 6:33) in Ex 19:10, 14-15 this involved washing clothes - separating selves from all dirt, 2 Tim 2:20-21. 
 In NT terms to examine himself, 1 Cor 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5 - check over his life in the presence of God against the standards set in God's Word, enlightened by God the Holy Spirit so he could be effectively visibly an adult, responsible son of God, Rom 8:1-14. Face up to our cowardice, folly, wilfulness, weakness, and sin, so as to consciously depend on the Lord alone, confess it and be forgiven/ cleansed/ restored to fruitful fellowship with God, 1 Jn 1:5-10. The positive, spiritual aspects are more obvious in Lev 20:7-8; Ps 24:3-4; Jas 4:8. 

For tomorrow the Lord will DO WONDERS/amazing things- Do miracles, make wonderful things happen - used of plagues on Egypt, Ex 3:20; and what God had done for Israel, Ex 34:10. among you- Do we want the Lord to work wonders - a revival of His work among us? If so we must be willing to consecrate ourselves TODAY so as to be ready for God to work TOMORROW. 
 God's work begins with God, and His work in us who already belong to Him. We can no more make ourselves fit for God's service than we can lift ourselves up by our boot laces. But the angel who set Peter free told him to put his own shoes on, tighten his belt, and walk out of the prison between the guards who remained asleep - and the doors opened for him. Self-prompted Self-sanctification can't pressure God to act, but responding to God's sanctification of us to Himself and His work is essential. Leaders must set an example in this to encourage others. See Ps 9:1; 26:7; 40:5; 71:17. 

3:6-8 Joshua said to the priests, Take up the ark.. and pass on ahead of the people- What the Lord said to Joshua, he passed on to them. Taking up the Ark was associated/identified with the Lord arising to lead and act on behalf of His people, Num 10:35.

The Lord said to the obedient Joshua, Today I will begin to MAGNIFY/exalt you.. in the SIGHT/eyes of Israel, so they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I am with you- Intelligence, giftedness, social skills and popularity, spiritual-mindedness and Bible knowledge may all contribute to effective leadership of God's people if we surrender them to Him. But the one essential that needs to be seen by all is that the Lord is with us, and that we're with the Lord in what we do, and where we lead. The Lord's people know that in following us they are following Him not by our saying "Look at me - the Lord is doing this for ME, to show how important I am/how much you need me." Quite simply Joshua obeys the Lord so the Lord can be seen to be keeping His promises/fulfilling His purposes. God had permanently authenticated Moses, as He obeyed, Ex 19:9, and promised He would do so for Joshua by His bringing Israel into their possession, Num 27:18-23; Deu 1:38; Deu 34:9. God now confirms this in a dramatic way. Cp The Father authenticating the Lord Jesus in Mt 3:16-17; Jn 1:28-34. Israel feared/served the Lord all the days of Joshua, 24:31, Judges 2:7-11. But Israel refused to receive Jesus, Jn 1:11. 

COMMAND/Tell the priests who carry the ark.. when you reach the edge of Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river- They weren't told how it would happen, or how long they would have to wait for it to happen, but that somehow the river would dry up, 3:13. Whatever their feelings or thoughts might be, it was their trusting and obeying that was required. It would be natural to ask questions, and fear being laughed at if nothing happened. Being a Leader for God requires us to ignore what things may look like, and our doubts and fears, and to be visibly seen to be obeying God and expecting God will keep His promises. 

3:9-10 Joshua said to the Israelites, Come and listen to the words of the Lord.. This is how you will know the living God is among you- Among you as God, according to His person, character, and purposes. In contrast to idols/dead gods worshipped by the nations, Ps 96:5; 115:3-7, He is the living God, 2 Ki 19:4; Ps 42:2; 84:2; Hos 1:10; Jn 6:69; 1 Th 1:9; 3:12, and will prove that by a dramatic action. And that He's also Lord of all the earth, 2:11; Deu 10:14; Ps 97:5; Mic 4:13; Zech 4:14; 6:5. The crossing would demonstrate whether Baal of the Canaanites, or The Lord of the Israelites was the true God of the waters, and the land. Cp 1 Ki 20:23; 2 Ki 18:32-35. In a sense by crossing while the Lord was in symbol "buried" in Jordan the Nation was baptised unto Him as His people, as they had been baptised unto Moses at the Red Sea, 1 Cor 10:2. 

God had promised to exalt Joshua in the sight of the people, 3:7. It wasn't done by Joshua exalting himself, but by calling them to come and listen to the words of the Lord their God. God would confirm that He was among them as they obeyed Him, by making it possible for them to walk dry-footed into the promised land. Joshua uses his nearness to God to bring the people near to Him. And shares with them what God has taught him so that they can also know God and do His will. That is the role of Godly leadership.

and He will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites- Varying lists of these nations are given in Gen 15:10-21; Ex 3:8, 17; 23:23; 33:2; 34:11. The names of all except the Jebusites have been found listed elsewhere in secular records. Amorite is used of them as a whole, 24:15; Gen 15:16. But also specifically of the people occupying the hill country of Canaan, Num 13:29, and Gilead, 2:10. 

3:11-13 BEHOLD/See the ark of the covenant of the Lord- Adon. The LORD- Jehovah, God of Israel is also the Lord- Adon of all the earth. of all the earth- including this flooding Jordan River. will go into the Jordan ahead of you- The symbol of God would go ahead of them, carried in obedient faith by His servants. God asks no-one to go forward without Him. As we set out to do the work of God it helps us if we remember who HE IS - Lord of all the earth, Mic 4:13; Zech 4:14; 6:5, who holds Lordship of the Spiritual and Physical realms, Mt 28:18. And that He is committed to His work, Mt 16:18. If the Israelites had got wet, and been humiliated by failure, the Lord would be taking the lead in that. The Disgrace and Glory of His work we share with Him, rather than vice versa. Realising this strengthens our Faith, and will to work. There were three groups - the priests with the ark, the twelve men, the nation of Israel. What seems rather awkward repetition is the normal Hebrew method of switching attention from one group to another to keep the action moving. 

Choose twelve men.. One from each tribe- Every tribe represented and involved. God chose Joshua to choose 12 men who in turn chose one stone each, and carried it to Gilgal and built the memorial. In a Gospel Campaign, etc, all members of the assembly should be involved - prayer, materials, making contacts, training in counselling, finance, transport, follow-up - the more individuals involved the happier and more effective the whole becomes. 

As soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord- Jehovah/Yaweh, the Lord- Adon of all the earth set foot in Jordan, the waters flowing down will be cut off.. stand up in a heap- They had to walk the whole way there in Faith. They had reason to doubt, and worry - it didn't make sense. How we feel, or how the situation looks to us as we set out to obey the Lord isn't what matters. That Peter saw his obedience as hopeless was no hindrance. It was simple obedience to the Lord, not triumphantly strong faith that ensured the great catch of fish, Lk 5:5-7; Jn 21:3-7. Often we must stand up and preach, or sit down by a friend and speak, in conscious weakness, knowing that in general the Lord wants us to do that sort of thing, and knowing also that without Him we can do nothing, Jn 15:4-5. The flooded Jordan 
 was an impassable barrier between landless, wandering Israel, and their being settled in a fertile secure land. Love for the Lord is shown by obedience to Him, Jn 14:13, and in that spirit they splashed into the edge of the flooded river. 

3:14-16 the priests carrying the ark.. went ahead.. As soon as.. their feet touched the water's edge- It demanded extreme faith to approach the Jordan, and God's response was unforgettably dramatic - and obvious to the whole advancing front ranks of the Israelites. the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest That the river was unfordable, is a reminder that God may choose to work at such a time, or in such a way, that seems clearly impossible. As we move ahead in obedience it's obvious that success can be achieved by God alone. The WATERS/water from upstream stopped flowing, It ROSE/piled up UPON/in a heap a great distance away- God rarely bothers to give the HOW of any miracle, but does give some hints here, by stating the location of the stoppage, and by attributing the Red Sea becoming crossable to a strong wind, Ex 14:21, reversed when the Egyptians followed, 15:10. The Lord over-ruled so that natural means produced the desired result precisely on time. The One we're obeying, whose purposes we are co-operating with, holds all power, Mt 28:18. The water of the Red Sea was driven back all night ready for them to cross in the morning. The Jordan ceased to flow, in broad day light, and no reason for this could be seen. Here they were believing and obedient, 2:24; 3:1, already redeemed, but needing to learn to claim their possessions. At the Red Sea and Jordan Israel was baptised/went through and symbolically under the water. The Leader's obedience enabled the people's obedience - an impassable barrier was passed, and there was rejoicing that all crossed safely see Ps 114.

at THE CITY/a town called Adam, in the vicinity of Zarethan- In that area the Jordan River flows against a high bank. Records show that in 1267 a landslide blocked the river there for 16 hours. Again in 1926 as a result of an earthquake the Jordan was blocked there for 21 hours. BAR 90/2. The means the Lord of all the earth used to hold back the water isn't any concern of ours, but it's reassuring to know that while they were packing up getting ready to march, far upstream the Lord had acted so that when they reached the Jordan it was ready to run dry. His timing is perfect. Faith was replaced by sight at the moment when Faith faced the test and took up the challenge to obey. As the bed was stony, 4:5, the people could cross on firm ground at once. The actions of the priests are central to the whole action - symbolising that invisibly God Himself was at the heart of all that happened.

while the water flowing down to.. the Salt Sea, FAILED/was completely cut off- The water drained away to the Dead sea without being replenished from upstream. The statement reads oddly in English as in Hebrew it forms a poetic pattern 3:13 & 16 - the water stood still-cut off, it was cut off-stood still, the priest stands still where the water had been, etc. This made each element stand out in dramatic clarity in re-telling. It emphasises the length of the river affected - it's 18 miles in direct line from Adam to the Dead sea. 
so the people crossed over opposite Jericho- God spoke, and His word was passed on. leaders led and followers followed and they all finished safe together on the other side of the flooded river, where God wanted them to be. Each played his part. 

3:17 the priests.. stood firm on dry ground in.. Jordan.. until all.. passed by- God goes before us to prepare the way and make obedience possible. God stands with us and enables us to stand firm. God is our rearguard, protecting us. But usually He does all this through His obedient servants - as He did here through Joshua and the Priests-Levites. They stood for hours trusting God, right in the path of the returning water when the dam burst. We may not need a magnifying glass to see faults and flaws in our leaders, but we're to value the work they do, and value them personally for doing it, 1 Th 5:12-13. We're to encourage them by following closely with the Lord, and them, Heb 13:7-8, 17-18. Pray for them. If they get things right thank the Lord for them, and thank them. If they don't, view their failures in the light of our own failures, Mt 7:3-5; Jas 1:23-25. God's servants are crippled when they see that only those who do nothing are safe from criticism. 

In "John Ploughman's Talks" Spurgeon noted that a successful farmer said to his men "COME and work with me" not "Go and work for me!" Godly leaders don't sit back and say "Why don't YOU step out in faith.. GO and witness.. GO and worship. GO and build." They step out in faith with the Lord and say "Come and worship the Lord.. Come and witness," and they stand firm in the presence of the Lord while we're obeying His voice through them. The ark with its gold-covered wood, stone tablets, mercy seat-lid weighing two talents = 68 Kg of Gold, wrapped in heavy curtains, must have become uncomfortably heavy by the time all Israel had crossed. I hope some Israelites said "Thank-you" as they passed. Fewer leaders would fail if more of us gave them our thanks in the Lord. Cp the 1 leper, in Lk 17:13-17. 

CHAPTER 4

4:1-3 WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE/whole nation had finished crossing.. the Lord said to Joshua, TAKE/Choose twelve men- Going back to 3:12, before describing their work. COMMAND/tell take twelve stones.. from right where the priest's feet stood- This continues the emphasis on the Ark, as in 3:3, 14-15; 4:5, 7. carry them.. put them down where you stay to night- We too are chosen to do our work, yet much of the what, when and where and how heavy a load we will carry is left to our choice. And at the end of the day, we're not to lie awake worrying whether we should have chosen a different stone. At the close of each day the Lord wants us to put down the load of it, and leave it to HIM. He alone can build the house and we're wasting our time and crippling ourselves from further service unless we do that, Ps 127:1-2. To be fit to take up the next day's labours we must shun anxious thoughts, and accept the peace of God, Phil 4:6-9. This is as true about our service, 1 Cor 4:1-5, as it is of the meeting of our personal needs, Mt 6:33-34.

4:4-8 Joshua called the twelve men- Already chosen, 3:12, to provide the permanent witness. The Lord Jesus also chose 12 to provide a permanent witness, Mk 6:7. he had appointed.. said Go.. into the middle of the Jordan, Each take up a stone on his shoulder.. to serve as a sign among you- A witness for God as an aid to remembering, Jer 2:6-7. The cairn-stone heap was a sign/reminder that Israel had crossed the Jordan in obedience to the Lord, by His miraculous intervention. It was also a pledge that God would complete what He had begun. Cp Phil 1:6. The Lord gave signs, Jn 20:30; Act 2:22. The Lord's Supper is a regular witness to us that we're saved sinners - and challenges us to live the life appropriate to being loved by the Son of God, Gal 2:20. Being present at a Baptism challenges us to live on the basis we professed at ours - live the baptised life. Being present at a Christian marriage reminds us of our commitment to each other and the goals with which we set out. 
 The records of men of Faith in Heb 11 also provide us with a memorial witness, Heb 12:1. So does Church History - "By Faith Luther.. Wesley.. Mueller.. " What would you or I like to have written of us - "By Faith Ed Read... " In fact we living stones are being built into an eternal memorial of the triumphs of His Grace, that will be to His Glory for ever, Eph 3:10. We're "on Candid Camera" at all times!  Cp Job 1:8.

When your children ask.. What do these stones mean- Cp Ex 12:26-27; Deu 6:20-25. Thank God for children's questions, even if we at times have to grit our teeth. THEY need to learn, and WE will be sorry later if we stop them asking, or answer carelessly-prayerlessly. Of course children may ask for fun, or even to tease us, but they provide teaching opportunities before in their minds rational, emotional or volitional barriers have been raised against the answers we can give. It helps if we remember that it's God's method of revealing Himself to young folk, as well as their learning the facts of human life and adjustment to the realities around us. It's sad if we become too old to ask questions.

The Lord invites OUR questions and gives answers without rebuke, Jas 1:5, but He goes on to warn us that we can't expect to benefit from those answers unless we have a single-minded desire/intention to use any information for the purpose for which it was given. Parents are the front line in this, but, as Bible Class leaders, Elders, etc what is our response to young people who ask "Why do we have to do it that way? Why can't we be like the people in the church down the road?" etc. It takes grace and wisdom to respond as the Angel did to Gideon's objection "If God is with us why can't we see Him working miracles for us?" with "Go in this attitude, and expect God to work," Judg 6:13-14. Tell them the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark.. of the Lord.. These stones are a memorial- The Hebrew word for memorial is used of the Passover, etc, Ex 12:14; 13:9; 17:14; 28:12, 29; 30:16; Lev 23:24; Nu 16:38-40; 31:54. to.. Israel forever- For Christians Baptism and the Lord's Supper serve as memorials, 
 encouraging obedient fellowship, Rom 6:1-23; 1 Cor 11:23-32; 1 Pet 3:18-4:5. 

4:9-11 Joshua set up twelve stones IN THE MIDST/that had been in the middle of Jordan, where the priests stood.. and they are there to this day- It's possible to translate the Hebrew as NIV does - Robert Young (of Young's Concordance) in his "Literal Translation," 1898 does so. Even if there was only one heap of 12 stones, it pictures baptism - life out of death, visible witness out of the unseen. Stones that had been buried under water now in the sunlight of resurrection life. But most translations, including Jewish ones, agree with KJV, and have a second heap of 12 stones permanently under water. This could be a symbol of continued union with Christ buried, as well as with Christ risen.

The priests.. STOOD/remained standing in the middle of Jordan until everything was done the Lord commanded Joshua.. just as Moses directed Joshua- Deu 31:7-8. the people hurried over- That God could hold back the water for a week wasn't presumed on. They made prompt use of the provision He had made. Unknown to them the dam upstream would have already burst and the flood water was rushing down. God's special servants remained for hours exposed to any danger, while the rank and file hurried through the river-bed and out to safety. That's how it should be. What we do is important. How we do it is also important - they  made getting over Jordan their priority - they hurried, Cp Ex 25:2; Judg 5:2; 1 Chr 29:6; Ezra 1:6; 3:5; Neh 3:5, 20; 11:2; 2 Cor 8:1-5, 11-12.

WHEN/as soon as all.. had crossed- They had completed their obedience to God's orders/making use of His loving provision. the ark of the Lord, and the priests, came to the other side while all the people watched. 

4:12-13 Reuben.. Gad.. Manasseh crossed over armed- 1:14. in front of the Israelites, as Moses directed- If the Canaanites rushed men up to oppose the Israelites these men, uncluttered by family, household possessions, and stock, would be ready to fight. God had made provision for them so it was their responsibility to take the lead. We who are provided for - our building paid off, plenty of workers - need to be willing to help Assemblies struggling to pay off their building, or to maintain their witness. In our own country, or overseas.

About 40 000 armed for battle crossed over before the Lord- Their/Our actions are seen by God, as well as by men. As there were about 100,000 men in these tribes, Num 26, this would leave 60,000 to protect their families and property. Although the crossing was entirely a work of God, as the fall of Jericho would be, their having crossed committed them to war under God's orders, and to fulfil His purposes.

4:14-19 That day the Lord MAGNIFIED/exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they FEARED/revered him, as they FEARED/had revered Moses, all.. his life- Joshua was shown to be the accredited agent of God who ruled nature, Mt 8:26-27, etc. That didn't lead to a life of ease, popularity, or luxury. It hadn't for Moses, either, or for the Apostles Peter, John, and Paul. It meant people brought their problems to him, loaded him with their cares, required him to show them what the Lord wanted done, and how to do it - it qualified him to be everyone's servant, Mt 23:5-12; Lk 22:25-27. When the Lord grants success to His servants it still leads to expanding demands on their wisdom, strength, courage, etc, including the demands of often thankless followers with short memories and selfish attitudes. P.T.L! 

The Lord said to Joshua, command the priests carrying the ark of the testimony- Eduth- Testimony, witness. It was a witness to Israel of God's care, covenant, and presence. And, by its blood-sprinkled mercy seat, a witness to the holiness of God. 
 to come up out of Jordan- They had stood faithfully in the place of death until all Israel had crossed and were out of danger. No sooner had they set their feet on the dry ground than the waters of Jordan returned at flood. On the tenth day of the first month the people went up from Jordan- The day for choosing the Passover Lamb, Ex 12:3. camped at Gilgal- Galgal= wheel, circle, rolling, 5:9.

on the eastern border of Jericho- Samuel offered sacrifices on an altar at Gilgal, 1 Sam 10:8; 11:15, but there is no evidence that any town or shrine existed there in the time of Joshua. It reads as if Israel simply camped at a convenient spot. See also Hos 4:15; Amos 4:4.

4:20-24 Joshua set up at Gilgal the twelve stones- A single memorial, made up of 12 stones brought together for that purpose. It had no humanly-provided beauty. They were stones as they came from the hand of God through His normal workings in nature. They bore testimony not to anything of man, but to what God alone had done. He said.. when your descendants ask.. what these stones mean.. tell them Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground. For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan.. just what He had done to the Red Sea- A miracle OUT of Egypt, and a miracle crossing INTO the land. In both cases God over-ruled the part of nature that obstructed His will for His people. Cp Rom 8:28.

He did this so all the peoples of the earth- Erets- The land of Canaan, and beyond that the whole world - Erets is used in both senses. might know that.. the Lord is MIGHTY/powerful and so you might fear the Lord your God FOREVER/always- Recognise God's holiness, righteousness and power, and pay due respect to the glory of His person and revealed will, so that they could live in blessed fellowship with Him. Cp Ps 130:3-4; Jn 20:30-31. In the measure that Israel lived to the Glory of God it was a testimony to all around. The deliverance at the Red Sea also had in mind that through the Lord's action the world would learn about Him, Ex 15:14-16. For God's strong deliverance see Ex 3:19; 6:1; 13:9; Deu 6:21; 7:8; 9:26. 

As Rom 8 teaches, Christ-likeness is the promised Land that is opened to us in the NT. All fallen Creation groans in frustration/travail to produce and manifest the Sons of God, and Christians share in this suffering. It's God's eternal purpose that there should be many of us in the likeness of His Son, and He over-rules all things to produce this. That He has given His Son for us on the Cross is the guarantee that He will spare no effort to achieve His purpose. He has predestined us to this, and this involves His foreknowledge of us, His calling us, justifying and glorifying us, Rom 8:29-30. Our Joshua-Jesus has made total provision for us to enter the promised land of Christ-likeness, and we must rest in His works alone - yet doing so demands our utmost exertion, Heb 4:8-16. As we cease from our hopeless works, and rest in His triumph, we can rely on His totally adequate Word, applied by the Holy Spirit to our every problem. And we can constantly appeal to our totally adequate High Priest who acts on our behalf with God to meet our every need, and make His work in us effective. Therefore He rightly challenges us each day Today IF you will hear my voice, don't harden your heart by failing to listen and respond. Heb 4:6-16.

There's no doubt about God's purposes of Grace, Love, Wisdom and power. Our Lord is eager to work wonders of Salvation - conversion into Christ-like living among us tomorrow.. next year.. until He Comes. Let's today consecrate ourselves to be ready to join Him in this, 3:5. That all may know the Lord's hand is powerful, and we may live in His fear, 4:24. Only as we set ourselves to live out the triumph of His Cross, Gal 2:20 style, will the world around us have convincing evidence of the reality of God, and of His saving purposes in Christ. As the descent into sin and folly in pursuit of materialistic gains, and reckless self-indulgence, speeds up in the world around, it's easy to see that there's a desperate need for Godly Leadership. It's easy to pray that the Lord will raise up evangelists to reap the harvest, and men with wisdom and grace to lead the churches and the Government. But asking God to raise up such leaders is pious nonsense unless in our heart we ourselves are willing to be men of God like Joshua, and Paul, Phil 3:7-16. If we want that kind of leader we must be willing to follow such leaders in that kind of life. And in the measure God may will it, be willing to be such a person ourselves. 

CHAPTER 5

5:1-12 Beginning in the New Land

(In response to His taking them across Jordan Israel takes up again their side of the covenant relationship with the Lord - circumcision. This makes it possible for them to take up the  memorial of Redemption from Egypt by celebrating the Passover Feast, remembering again that God had redeemed them from Egypt. Israel didn't earn God's blessings as a result of Law-keeping. The giving of the Law at Sinai followed the Passover Redemption and Red Sea deliverance. Law-obedience followed God's redemptive action and was designed to enable His people to live in fellowship with Him. Far from them earning the daily Manna in the wilderness, it was granted to unbelieving Israel by the sovereign mercy of God. As they take their place in the land as responsible adults by eating its food they leave behind the infantile status of being hand-fed by God. 

Successful spiritual warfare for the Christian is symbolised in the book of Joshua. First we must cross the Jordan - pass from death to life - move into our inheritance. Only on resurrection ground, beyond the death of the sinful human nature/judgment on it, can we fellowship with God, Gal 2:20. We today show forth the Saviour's praises by obedience to His Word, 1 Pet 1:2-9, 22-25, in baptism, and in the Lord's Supper remembrance of redemption.

Being brought so wonderfully into the promised land didn't mean that automatically and effortlessly they would live happily there ever after. OR that the moment we take Christ as our Saviour and are assured of Salvation all our problems are solved. They are still there, but we do have a new factor - God is in us by His indwelling Spirit, and we CAN gain victory over problems by being dead to ourselves and so dead to them. Israel had to consecrate themselves to God and His purposes, right at the beginning, 3:5. A young couple standing up to publicly commit themselves to each other for a life together is a good illustration of what the Bible means when it talks about us being consecrated - set apart for life with God to be special for ever to God, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. The action of commitment provides no happiness while we live as we please. It's a commitment to get the best out of our life together, and to bring the best out of each other. (not that God needs to change!) A wonderful new life to build and enjoy, step by step, in laughter and in tears, weariness and triumph, discouragement and delight. As we start each day we can read God's Word to gain an ever-clearer understanding of His general will for His people. And in prayer commit ourselves to Him and His purposes - thanking Him for the guidance of His indwelling Spirit, that we may need on specific issues as they arise.)

5:1 When all the.. kings.. heard how the Lord had dried up the Jordan.. they no longer had courage to face the Israelites- They were afraid to attack them. Human wisdom would suggest it was the ideal time for the Israelites to attack. But, getting right with God at some cost and pain comes first - winning battles follows. Israel's great need was to get closer to God in obedient fellowship by obeying His ancient command to be circumcised. This in turn committed them to an obedient life-style. 

5:2-7 At that time the Lord said to Joshua, make SHARP/flint- Tsur- A cliff, sharp edge of rock. knives- Flint or obsidian knives were so sharp and effective they continued to be used long after metal knives were introduced. and circumcise the Israelites TWICE/again- No INDIVIDUAL can be circumcised twice. What follows explains that it was a second taking up of the covenant, the Gen 17 circumcising having lapsed. Circumcision marked a new start. Abram became Abraham when he was circumcised with his household, Gen 17:2-23. It involved a deliberate decision and action, and it would be remembered. The eighth day marked a new beginning with God, Lev 12:3; (Son circumcised) 14:10, (cleansed leper) etc. But an 8 day old baby boy has no memory of being circumcised, and no choice either. Now as adults the men of Israel were making a new start with God. Placing themselves deliberately under His covenant, by accepting the death of a small part of their body. And having got right with God - established a right basis for fellowship by trusting and obeying - they were free to claim the land vigorously as a gift. This first act of obedient faith, this trusting that God would protect those who obeyed Him, contrasted with the unbelief of their fathers at Kadesh Barnea, Num 14. And even if the flint knives were sharp, the experience would be unforgettable! Fellowship with God doesn't come painlessly. 

Joshua made SHARP/flint knives and circumcised.. at the hill of THE FORESKINS/Gibeah Haaraloth- Gib'ah- Small hill. 'Orlah- Foreskins. Circumcision was the sign and constant reminder that they belonged to God and were covenanted to obey Him. By ALL being circumcised promptly they not only identified themselves with the covenant made with Abraham, but showed their Faith in God's power protecting those who obeyed Him - if the Canaanites attacked - all the soldiers under 40 years old would have been unfit for combat, Gen 34:25.

All who came out of Egypt.. had been circumcised- Gen 17 records that when God promised the land of Canaan to Israel, Abraham's descendants, this promise applied only to those who were circumcised. Abraham took up the promise in faith promptly by circumcising all the males of his household. Circumcision had continued to be general among Israelites. All leaving Egypt, redeemed by Passover and Red Sea, were circumcised. But all.. born in the WILDERNESS/desert had not 
 The Israelites had moved about in the WILDERNESS/desert forty years until all the men of WAR/military age, when they left Egypt, had died.. For The Lord had sworn they would not see the land.. So he raised up their sons in their place, these were the ones Joshua circumcised- At Kadesh Barnea Israel had refused to enter the promised land, Num 14:1-10. This refusal to trust God, and receive His gift of the land, broke their side of God's covenant with Abraham. They had forfeited any right to the promise, so circumcision - the token of that right - lapsed during the wilderness wanderings. They were not entitled to take up God's covenant, Gen 17:11 by circumcising their sons. The miracle crossing of Jordan showed that God hadn't abandoned His side of the covenant, 2 Tim 2:13. God renewed the command He'd given to Abraham, and Joshua responded by organising the circumcising of all the males. By obeying Him and being circumcised the new generation took up God's covenant on behalf of Israel. In doing so they accepted responsibility to do the will of God/keep the Law, and to claim, possess and enjoy the land of Canaan in fellowship with Him. Possessing the land wasn't a "Do it yourself, in your own way" thing. It was God's covenanted gift, to be taken up energetically by obedient Faith. 

5:8-9 After the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were.. until healed- From a worldly point of view making all the army under 40 years unfit for battle for a week was an odd start to a military campaign. But it's a reminder that confidence in our flesh and worldly wisdom must be given up, and all trust must be placed in The Lord, and obedience to His revealed will, Jn 15:1-12; Rom 8:13; Phil 3:3-21; Col 3:5; 2 Pet 3:14-18. And, sometimes when the Lord deals with us we need a healing pause - Saul was 3 days at Damascus before being given work to do. 

Then the Lord said to Joshua, Today I have rolled away- Galal. the reproach- Cherpah- Disgrace, reproach, shame. of Egypt from you. So the place has been called Gilgal- In a general sense, God's people being slaves in Egypt was a disgrace - a seeming denial that they WERE His, and a denial that He had the power to free them from Pharaoh and his gods. But specifically the disgrace was that He had redeemed and delivered them, given 

them His Laws, and the assurance of His presence among them in the Tabernacle, AND THEY HAD REFUSED TO GO WITH HIM INTO THE LAND HE HAD PROMISED THEM. As long as they wandered in the wilderness they were a reproach - their unbelief had apparently defeated the loving purposes and power of Almighty God! 
 God had freed them from the reproach of slavery in Egypt, but they had remained enslaved by selfish fear and unbelief. And the Egyptians had good reason to sneer at them, and their God, Ex 14:3; 32:12; Num 14:13-16; Deu 9:28. Cp the disgrace in 1 Sam 17:26. Now that Israel was in the promised land as a people consecrated to God by circumcision the reproach of Egypt was rolled away. 

5:10 On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month.. at Gilgal the Israelites celebrated the Passover- This was an act of obedience, Ex 12:24-27, 42, 48. They'd still be sore from being circumcised but the men over 40, and the women, could catch and kill the lambs. Only ONE celebration of the Passover in the wilderness is recorded, at Sinai, Num 9:2-5, BEFORE their refusal to enter the land, Num 13:31-14:10. Only those circumcised were allowed to eat the Passover. It marked them off as God's people, chosen by Him in Love, Deu 7:7-8; 10:12-15. For the Egyptians the Passover was a sign of judgment - their refusal to let Israel go free brought judgment on them that reflected their past treatment of Israel, Ex 1:15-22. For Israel the shed blood applied symbolised their acceptance of redemption and liberation. Saved from Judgment and set free to fellowship with God and to serve Him as His people, they were now fulfilling the Lord's promise in Ex 13:5. 
 This was the all important fact, and no details are given, although unleavened bread and parched corn replace the manna on the next day. 

Every Passover was a reminder of their redemption from Egypt, and pointed to the coming of Messiah, Christ, to bring full and final Redemption for God's people, and the full and final Judgment on the defiant rebel world. In Egypt they had been redeemed by the blood, and launched towards the promised land, fed for the journey with the lamb roasted. At Gilgal it was introductory to their new life in Canaan, and the unleavened bread they ate was the product of the promised land. Their circumcision and Passover was undisturbed by their enemies, as God had promised, Ex 34:24. Cp Ps 23:5. 

5:11-12 The day after the Passover THEY DID EAT THE OLD CORN/ate some of the produce- Abur- Kept-over, stored grain. From Abar- to cross over, as in 3:11 of the land, unleavened bread and roasted grain- Unleavened bread and parched corn being easily prepared were features of unsettled life, or pressure of time, Gen 19:3; Ruth 2:14; 1 Sam 17:17; 25:18; 28:24; 2 Sam 17:28, and so a natural first use of local food. 
 To take the food and eat it was to claim their right to the land. Unleavened bread was also the correct bread for the week of the feast, Lev 23:6. 

The manna stopped the day after they ate the food from the land- As they couldn't grow crops in the Wilderness, God provided the manna and all they had to do was gather it, Ex 16:15-35. They were guided at every move by a visible pillar of cloud-fire. When we were babies we were fed, carried, cleaned up, and fussed over. It was much the same when we were born again spiritually. I hope you don't still expect people to fuss over you like that. As we grow in Christ, Eph 4:15, and in the Word of God, 1 Pet 2:2 we learn to pull our weight in the life of the family as fellow-workers with each other, and co-workers together with God, 1 Cor 3:9. From now on God would treat them as responsible adults and encourage in them an attitude of adult co-operation - sowing what they wished to eat - and so providing food for everyone.

5:13-6:27 The Lord-Commander Commands the 1st Battle - Jericho 

5:13-15 And- As in 1:1 shows the next section of the book, dealing with warfare, grows out of and is based on, what precedes. They had put themselves under God's orders, and now He shows Himself to them, Jn 14:21. Now when Joshua was near Jericho- Looking and planning its conquest. he lifted up his eyes and looked up- A doubled statement - he looked, and paid attention. Cp Gen 8:13; 13:10, 14; Ex 2:25. 

and saw a man in front of him- Neged- Counterpart, over against. Cp the Angel of the Lord, Gen 16:7-14; 21:14-21; Judg 2:1; 6:12, 22. with his sword in his hand- Joshua had been commanded to be brave. Here his bravery was tested, and he stepped forward bravely to face the man with the drawn sword, ready for battle. Cp Gen 3:24; Num 22:23; 1 Chr 21:16. To Abraham the traveller God came as a traveller, Gen 18:1-2. The Passover had portrayed Him as the Lamb slain. Here He appeared as the Lion of Judah. See also how He revealed Himself in Gen 32:22-32; Ex 3:1-4:17; Judg 2:1-5; 6:11-24. In the Bible men make life-changing decisions and are equipped for their special work as a result of God revealing Himself to them - Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Paul.. 

Joshua went to him, and asked, Are you for us or for our enemies? Neither he replied- God's people must never imagine that God is on their side - that God will support them in their own ideas, plans, preferences etc - as if He will conform to them. On the contrary they must be on God's side, co-operating with Him in His purposes, and must conform to His character and expressed wishes if He is to bless them and act on their behalf. but as CAPTAIN OF THE HOST/commander of the army of the lord- See 1 Sam 17:45; 2 Sam 5:10, 24, etc. Cp Gen 21:22, 32; 26:26; Judg 4:2, 7; 1 Sam 12:9; 14:50; 1 Ki 22:19; Ps 103:20-21; 148:2; Dan 10:13, 20-21; 12:1.  By God's command Joshua was the general in charge of the army of God's people. He had done the Lord's revealed will, and they were in the land. Godly leaders never reach the stage when they are self-sufficient. 

JOSHUA FELL ON HIS FACE/down on the EARTH/ground- Shachah- Prostrate, to pay homage to royalty or to worship God. AND DID WORSHIP/in reverence, 
 and asked What message does my Lord have 
 for His servant- God's Commander needed to submit to God the Commander! 
 

THE CAPTAIN OF THE LORD'S HOST- Visibly embodying the promise of His presence, 1:5. Christ is the Captain of our Salvation - a conquering role for us and in us, Heb 2:10. LOOSE/take off your sandals- As in Ex 3:5. Moses and Joshua knew the significance of removing sandals. for the place where you are standing is holy- He makes it clear that being in His Presence was being in the presence of God - angels don't accept worship, Rev 19:10; 22:9. Before any orders are given, Joshua must realise the basis on which they will be given - it is  GOD who plans and accomplishes His plans. To have God's will revealed to us requires us to be in God's presence, having HIS mind opened to us, and that requires due reverence on our part, so that we don't dispute what God says, and adjust His orders to fit in with our desires. Our first responsibility as God's servants, is to become re-oriented towards God, away from our natural self-centredness. It's natural for us to come to God's Word in search of answers to OUR questions, and to find material to meet what we see as the needs of His people. In doing so we can insult the Lord by forgetting who He is, and ignoring the fact that the people are HIS people, and that He alone knows their truest needs, and can meet them.

Holy ground? It looked no different from other ground - Joshua needed to be told it was holy. It was holy because it belonged to God, God was using it, and that set it apart as holy. The same is true of Christians being holy, and that requires us to behave in appropriate ways. Brothers and sisters, at the moment of conversion God came into our lives and we and our bodies became holy, set apart for Him, and for fellowship with Him - growth into His likeness, and for His service. We are SPECIAL to God, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. Every child loves to be "Special." I'm delighted that my wife and I are special to each other. "to keep only to her" isn't a sad burden! Setting ourselves apart for each other is a small restriction to accept for the privilege of living securely in mutual love. 

Let's live as God's people, special, different, because we're His! That doesn't make us stained-glass window people piously holding a lily in our hand. We're bare-feet-on-earth people, uninsulated from the realities of dusty daily life. Made holy, along with our wives and families, work and hobbies, interests and abilities, surrounded by unholy men and women and practices that we deal with while remaining holy BECAUSE HOLINESS IS AN ATTITUDE AND A STATE OF HEART. Abiding with Christ wherever we are - slave or free, married or single, 1 Cor 7:1-24. Like Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Paul, etc, we face the reality of our conscious weakness, but being holy changes the perspective, Ex 3:11-4:17; Isa 6:1-8; Jer 1:4-10; 2 Cor 12:7-10. God created our natural being to be what it is so He could use us in His purposes, Ps 139. With what we were in Adam + what He has made us in Christ, He has gifted us to be and to function as a member of the body, the church under His headship. In HIM we can BE WHAT HE SAYS we're to be, in the power of His indwelling presence, Acts 1:8. It's the same whether we're walking through a crowd, praying in our room, holding a baby in our arms, or repairing someone's car. We can be moved to love Him, and offer to serve Him on His orders - and don't be surprised if He tells us to tidy our room, pay a bill, write a letter, go and apologise, or tell our Bible class leader or our Bible class we're sorry for being difficult/antagonistic. Nothing is TOO LITTLE to do - not even taking our shoes off, when the Lord of the Universe requests it.

CHAPTER 6

(God's miracle intervention had brought them into the land, and they had responded by obediently committing themselves to His purposes - memorial cairn, circumcision, Passover. They now must begin to fight under God to take up and enjoy their God-given land. The way Jericho was handed to them after they had obeyed God in what seemed a pointless circling of the city in fellowship with God/ His Ark emphasised that the land was theirs by God's gift alone. 
 By the miracle of new birth Christians have entered into life as God's children, having confessed this in baptism, and fed on Christ the Passover lamb, we're to learn to be good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 2 Tim 2:3.)

6:1-2 Jericho was tightly shut up- It also pictured the fact that apart from Rahab's family the inhabitants were shutting out the message that God was God, and was with Israel. Battle would be the only contact they permitted. Jericho was important as Israel had no experience of attacking a walled city, Num 13:28. Jericho would fall by an act of God, preceded by an act of Faith by Israel. It would teach the Lord's power to give victory, and the need to honour Him with obedience. 

The Lord said to Joshua- As commander, 5:15. I HAVE GIVEN/delivered Jericho into your hands- Cp 2:8-11; 5:1. The Lord had just appeared to Joshua, 5:14, as Captain of His armies, about to drive out the Canaanites, and now begins to tell Joshua how to act as His agent in this, and assures him of victory. God stands with Joshua in the war that brings His Judgment on the Amorites etc, Gen 15:16; Lev 18:1-28; Deu 18:9-14. The earlier spies had thought such walled cities beyond conquering, Num 13:28; Deu 1:28, but Joshua and Caleb were sure the Lord could enable Israel to conquer them. Now they had the chance to prove it. As at the Red Sea, God would fight for them in an amazing way, Ex 14:13-14, and the glory of the victory would be His, 1 Sam 11:13; 14:23; 19:5; 2 Sam 23:10; Is 52:8. They must acknowledge this by taking no spoils for themselves. Our battles are individual, spiritual and invisible, Eph 6:10-18, and can be won only in Christ through His invisible triumph on the cross, Col 2:14; Heb 2:14. Our obedience to what we know, opens the door for Him to reveal more of Himself and His will to us, Jn 14:21.

6:3-5 COMPASS/March around the city, all the armed men once. Do this for six days- If Jericho is Tel es Sultan it would be about 600 metres round. Israel would have kept out of reach of arrows from the walls, but even if that meant a 1.5 Km/1 mile circuit, and Israel made a very wide column the head of it would have been back in camp before the tail began its circuit. God acts when he chooses - our obedience may seem pointless until then, but we're to wait, actively/patiently, Ps 37:7, 34; Isa 28:16; Hab 2:3. His commands may make little sense to human wisdom, 1 Cor 1:17-2:3 - until the last moment the walls of Jericho seem to have stood as firm as ever. God's assurance that He will give victory is a spur to activity, not laziness.

Have seven priests carry trumpets of ram's horns- Used for signalling, not music. They proclaimed death to the enemy, and encouragement to the Lord's people, Isa 58:1; Jer 6:17; 1 Cor 14:8. in front of the ark- The Ark is central God is FOR us, Lk 12:22-32; Jn 6:37; Acts 15:14; Rom 8:31, and better still He is WITH us, Mt 28:19-20; Heb 13:5-6. Our part is to be with Him, doing what He says in obedient faith. It was in doing that, that Jericho's walls fell, Heb 11:30. In obedience to His word - as new creations, His Gospel ambassadors, Ezek 3:11; Acts 20:20, 27; 2 Cor 2:15; 5:12-21 - in fellowship with Him - us nobodies will demolish the anti-God strongholds, Acts 6:4; 1 Cor 1:20-2:3; 3:5-7; 2 Cor 2:16; 10:4. At the Jubilee Trumpets would proclaim every man's return to his possessions, Lev 25:11, 13, 27-28. Here blowing trumpets marked their inheritance beginning to fall into their hands. on the seventh day- Was the victory a Sabbath-rest gift to Israel? march around the city seven times, the priests blowing the trumpets.

When you hear.. a long blast.. all the people give a loud shout- Cp Num 10:2-6; 2 Sam 6:15-16. then the wall of the city SHALL FALL DOWN FLAT/will collapse, and the people will go up (climb over it) every man straight in- Some think the walls sank into the ground, but all it says is they would no longer keep Israel out. Doing daily route-marches round in silence would have been no fun. Our marching orders have little appeal to human nature either. Nothing for preachers or people to be proud of, just preaching Christ crucified. And to be thought foolish, lacking argument-winning wisdom, and despised as showing no miracles to back the message, 1 Cor 1:18-25. Laughed at by those that perish. So they marched around in clouds of dust, and the amusement of those on the city walls would build up day by day - until their little world crumbled in the dust of God's judgment action. There was human participation in the miracle, but little for human pride, little glamour - the Lord GAVE them the city. Sovereign grace + sanctified obedience = success. Yet until the end it must have seemed to be a going round and round getting nowhere. But the Israelites had done what God had said, and God did what He had said He would do. Seven priests and trumpets and victory on day seven suggests a parallel with Creation. 

6:6-9 Joshua called the priests, said.. Take up the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and seven priests carry seven trumpets.. in front of it. He ordered the people.. March around the city, with the armed guard going ahead of the ark- Cp Num 10:11-28. The Israelite army was physically walking with God's Ark, a symbol of being spiritually in fellowship with God in the fulfilment of His purposes. Cp Gen 5:24; 17:1; 1 Sam 2:21, 30; 1 Ki 2:4; 8:25; 9:4; 2 Chr 34:31; Amos 3:2; Col 2:6. 

the seven priests carrying seven trumpets before the Lord, went forward blowing their trumpets; and the ark.. followed them- The centrality of the Lord, represented by His Ark, is made obvious. Heavenly trumpets had sounded when the Lord revealed Himself at Sinai, Ex 19:16, 19. Trumpets signal God's judgment interventions, Rev 8:6. 

the armed guard marched ahead of the priests.. the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were sounding- The presence of the armed men suggests God was requiring them to be ready to defend the Ark if it was attacked, and later ready to attack the city when He gave it to them.

6:10-16 Joshua had commanded.. Do not SHOUT/give a war cry.. Do not say a word until I tell you to shout- There is a time for silence, Ecc 3:7. Cp Ex 14:14; Zech 2:13. The daily routine, marched in silence, suggests a steady build up towards an inevitable defeat- for those watching from the walls. The ark.. circling once.. returned to the camp. 

Joshua got up early next morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord.. while the trumpets kept sounding.. they did this six days.

On the seventh- Shebii- Not necessarily the Sabbath. Day, THEY ROSE EARLY/got up at daybreak, and marched around the city.. they circled the city seven times. The seventh time, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded.. Shout! The Lord has given you the city- 6:2; 8:1, 18; Judg 3:28; 4:7; 7:9, 15; 1 Sam 23:4, etc. 

6:17-19 THE CITY SHALL BE ACCURSED/devoted to the Lord- Cherem- To devote totally to the Lord, for His judgment, or use. 
 Only Rahab.. and all with her.. because she hid the spies- Israel must wipe them out to avoid learning their corrupt way of life, Deu 20:18. Although Joshua may have repeated the instructions to those immediately round him, the rules must have been made clear to all the Israelites earlier. The ban is STATED at this point, because it was at this point it needed to be remembered and obeyed. Or for dramatic effect as listeners to the story would realise the decisive moment had come - men holding their breath, ready to shout, expecting God to act, but with no proof that He would do so. 

But keep away from the ACCURSED/devoted things, LEST YE MAKE YOURSELVES ACCURSED/so that you will not bring about your own destruction- Charam. by taking any of them, Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel A CURSE/liable to destruction- As the state of Cherem was contagious, the curse would accompany it. all silver. gold.. BRASS/bronze and iron, are CONSECRATED/sacred to- Qodesh. the Lord and must go into His treasury- Num 31:54; 1 Ki 7:51; 1 Chr 29:8; Mk 12:41:. Metals would pass through the fire, purified and unharmed. The loot was to be totally given to God as the firstfruits, Ex 23:19, of the conquest of Canaan. By not looting the city they were reminded that God was giving them the land, and also that He was doing so because the wickedness of the Canaanites had reached Judgment level, Gen 15:16, and they must not imitate them.

6:20-21 When the trumpets sounded.. the PEOPLE SHOUTED/gave a loud shout- Cp Num 10:9; 23:21; 29:1; 1 Sam 4:5; 2 Sam 6:15; Ps 33:3; 89:15. They shouted in obedient faith, and the Lord acted to make His promise a visible fact, Heb 11:30. Faith is shown by obedience to His expressed will, and claiming His promises is a part of that, Heb 11:7, 8, etc. Today Faith accepts the Gospel and is saved. It reckons on its promises and acts accordingly, and it risks itself in setting out to serve the Lord, Lk 5:5; Rom 16:26. Faith is a response to God and His known/revealed will, Job 19:25-27; Ps 23; Dan 11:32; Lk 1:45; Acts 27:25. THE WALL FELL DOWN FLAT/collapsed, so every man charged straight in.. they took the city- Many of the enemy soldiers would have been on the walls and injured or killed when they collapsed. The rest would have been demoralised. That a general's first battle was a victory was seen to be very important. THEY UTTERLY DESTROYED/devoted THE CITY to the Lord- Charam. destroyed.. every living thing in it.

6:22-25 Joshua said.. go.. bring her out.. brought out Rahab and.. her entire family.. outside the camp of Israel- Ceremonial uncleanness kept people outside the camp, and these people had just come from an accursed city. Blood-sacrifice and water-washing may have preceded their being admitted to Israel's camp, Lev 11:23-28; 14:2-32. Being outside allowed them to go wherever they wished - God would accept only those who deliberately chose Israel instead of going to a Canaanite town.

Then they burned.. the whole city, and everything in it, but put the silver, gold. BRASS/bronze and iron into the treasury of the house of the Lord- That is the Tabernacle. But Joshua SAVED/spared Rahab.. and all who belonged to her. She lives among the Israelites to this day- The Saved by Grace claimed in faith, are also exalted into a new life - and Rahab is in the Lord's pedigree Mt 1:5. Sinners are justified by Faith. But - nothing ever justifies sinning, although at the time there may seem to be no alternative way of escape. 

6:26-27 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath, Cursed before the Lord, is the man who.. rebuild.. Jericho. At the cost of his firstborn he shall lay the foundation.. his youngest son.. set up its gates- Fulfilled in 1 Ki 16:34. This suggests foundation sacrifices which Baal worshippers - Canaanites, etc - seem to have carried out. See notes in 1 Kings booklet. Normally a city was rebuilt on its site. The site of Jericho was to remain a ruin as a testimony to God's action in destroying it. The farmland was allotted to Benjamin, 18:7, and a village would have grown up on a new site. 

CHAPTER  7

7:1-8:35 Defeat & Victory at Ai & What it Teaches 

(The record of these events takes up almost a tenth of the book of Joshua so the lessons must be important in God's sight. God had intervened miraculously to place His redeemed people in possession of His land. They had committed themselves to obedient fellowship with Him in His purpose and set out on the path of victory. Yet yielding to Temptation wrecked everything. Sin must then be dealt with, restoration granted and accepted, and life for God taken up again. We today who have been wonderfully blessed by the Grace of God in Jesus Christ our Lord, need to learn the lesson Israel learned so long ago. God forgives repentant sinners, but He doesn't support sinners in their actions against other sinners. Sinning Israel could not execute God's judgment on sinning Amorites. See Deu 7:25-26; 13:7; Judg 2:11-18; 10:6-11; 1 Sam 7:3-11. It warns us that immediately after God has triumphed in us we are as prone as ever to fall into sin, as Peter did in Mt 16:15-23. Cp Israel, Deu 32:15; Saul, 1 Sam 15:17, David, 2 Sam 12:7-10, Solomon, 1 Ki 11:1-13. Nebuchadnezzar Dan 4:30. God knows and responds to even the most secret action, Prov 15:3. 7:1 follows 6:27.) 

7:1 But the Israelites COMMITTED A TRESPASS/acted unfaithfully- Ma'al- To cover up, act deceitfully, treacherously, trespass. in regard to the ACCURSED/devoted things; Achan son of Carmi.. of.. Judah- Uncleanness comes to the camp of Israel through a man with an excellent pedigree. The stories of Rahab and Achan form a contrasting pair. He chose to go from light to darkness. She chose to go from darkness to light. Took.. so the Lord's anger burned against Israel- Every action of every person has a background, a line of ancestors who affected him. And has outcomes for his family, friends, church fellowship etc. The whole body has some responsibility for the individual sin of any member, and is affected by it, 1 Cor 12:26. We can't afford to be indifferent to sin. Achan defies God, steals from Him, and carefully hides that fact, but God is totally aware of this betrayal, and Israel as a whole comes under God's curse. Only by total rejection of the sinning individual can the nation be exempted from sharing the guilt, 1 Cor 5:1-12. 

7:2-3 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, (The word is used of an inhabited town that becomes a ruin. Abraham had camped and built an altar between Ai and Bethel, Gen 12:8.) near Beth Aven- House of wickedness, vanity, nothingness - derogatory name for Bethel- House of God. or of a shrine. Cp 1 Sam 13:5; Hos 4:15; Amos 5:5. to the east of Bethel- Capturing Ai would give access to Bethel and the central hill country where Israel would be safe from chariot attacks, Josh 17:16. Following God's demonstration of power at Jericho Joshua makes his first move towards conquering the land, and unknown to him, the attempt is doomed before it begins. Those who hide sin make foolish decisions, and suffer defeat. Go up.. spy out.. Ai- Ruin. 

They returned.. said.. Not all.. will have to go against Ai; send about two or three thousand men- Or two or three large companies of men. They were sent to gather information. They usurped God's place as counsellor and told Joshua what he should do - and he did it. When God's people fall into sin God allows them to obey foolish advisers, 2 Sam 17:1-14; 1 Ki 12:1-16; Isa 3:4. They seemed to feel no need to ask God what to do this time, but they had an important lesson to learn. It's dangerous to underestimate the power of our enemy. If only a quarter of Ai's 12 000 population were fighting men, there were 4000. They had walls to shelter behind and a desperate need to fight hard. Bethel could send reinforcements. Israel shows a proud attitude - "We're such good fighters we can defeat a larger army, and city walls." 

do not weary all the people- Apostate Israel considered the worship of the Lord a weariness, Mal 1:13. only few men are there- A small army under God's orders glorifies Him with victory, Deu 20:1-8; Judges 5:8; 7:2. One chosen out of pride doesn't. Unlike the report of the spies in 2:24, but like that of the ten in Num 13:27-33, they ignore God and give human wisdom. Why should the whole Israelite army bother, when they were so wonderful that Ai would be a pushover for 5% of them? In Num 13-14 the 10 spies wouldn't believe that God could give them victory. Now, these spies were over-confident. When God has granted us a great victory over temptation, or granted a preacher a time of great freedom to preach effectively it is all too easy for us to begin to imagine such victories, or such freedom in preaching is an easy thing for us - it comes naturally to our strength or giftedness, and we may cease to prepare adequately or to seek the Lord's presence, grace and guidance. Cp Samson, Judg 16:20.

7:4-5 So about three thousand men went- It seems Joshua ignored his need to ask God's will, Num 27:21. He seems to have accepted the self-indulgent idea of not serving God to the point of tiredness, and, like David, stayed home, 2 Sam 11:1-2. Perhaps they even went without him on their own initiative, as Israel did in Num 14:39-45. but they were routed by the men of Ai.. SMOTE/killed about thirty six men.. chased the Israelites.. as far as the stone quarries- broken rocks. Maybe the outcrops of rock as the land fell away to the Jordan valley. the hearts of the people melted- Cp 2:11; 5:1. 36 casualties = an army in panic. A small defeat by a small town - but what if a large Canaanite army attacked! Pride + guilty conscience = cowardice, Prov 28:1. Many times defeat follows right after victory, when we least expect it, and feel strongest, most confident. The Canaanites were no stronger, but Israel had ceased to be in fellowship with the Lord, ceased to rely on His strength. Only one man was at fault, but the whole nation was guilty. 

7:6-7 Then Joshua RENT/tore his clothes- Sign of great distress, Gen 37:29-34; 44:13; Judg 11:35. fell face down.. before the ark of the Lord- As representing God. Was the Tabernacle not assembled, or was he allowed into the Holy Place? Probably in fact it simply means in the courtyard of the Tabernacle - the closest any non-priest could come. The Ark was crowned with the mercy seat. remaining there till evening- When daily a lamb was sacrificed. Joshua didn't berate the men for cowardice, or double their numbers and send them back. He recognised the situation was desperate, and took responsibility to bring the matter before God in distressed humility, Joel 2:12-13. He knew that God, and their relationship with God and His purposes, was the vital thing. The elders.. did the same- Representing their tribes, followed his example. sprinkled dust on their heads- Cp Job 1:20; 2:12-13. 

Joshua deserves to be praised for this, but his distress quickly turned to unbelief that denies God's previous guidance, and disobeys God's command to be brave. Joshua said, ALAS O LORD GOD/Sovereign Lord- Adonai Yehovah. Why did you ever bring this people across Jordan, to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan- It's right to pour out our heart's distress before the Lord, Ps 102; 142, but Joshua shows total failure of Faith and confidence in God. He forgets to praise God, or ask God for anything, as he's so busy telling God how frightened he is. All he expresses is bewilderment and panic with no sign that he thinks the fault lies with Israel or himself. He asks "What do YOU mean by it Lord? What's going to happen to US at this rate?" That God's heroes - Abraham, Gen 12:10-13; 16:1-16; 20:1-12; Moses, Num 20:10-12; Joshua, David, 1 Sam 27:1; Elijah, 1 Ki 19:1-5, etc panicked in unbelief warns us all against self-confidence. We have been warned specifically, 1 Cor 10:11-14; Heb 3:13. We can look back on the record of 3000 more years of God's grace than Joshua had. We have the full revelation in Jesus Christ, Heb 1:1-3, and He indwells us by His Spirit, yet pride and unbelief will still blind us if we fail to seek God's grace continually. And, when we fail, Joshua's experience should encourage us to act promptly - utter defeat became total victory within 3 days!

7:8-10 O Lord, what can I say, now- What had happened was the opposite of what God had promised in Ex 23:27. Faith would have said "I know you always keep your promises - what have we done wrong that you couldn't help us to achieve your purpose?" Cp Job 6:24; 10:2; 2 Sam 21:1. The Canaanites.. will hear.. will surround us and CUT OFF/wipe out our name.. what then will you do for your own great name- Cp Num 14:13-16; Deu 9:28-29. It was obvious God had not been with their army. If the defeat encouraged the Canaanites to attack, the flooded Jordan barred their retreat. Joshua was afraid, embarrassed and bewildered, and concerned at the damage to the Lord's reputation. 

The Lord said.. Stand up- Prayer has its place, but God can help only those whose intentions and actions conform to His character of righteous, holy, wise, love. The answer to our prayers may well be "Don't waste your time praying unless you're willing to obey - put things right and come back to me then," Mt 5:23-24. Mourning and praying are unacceptable when action needs to be taken. Israel couldn't stand before their enemies, so Joshua must stand up and find who is to blame that God can no longer give them victory. When we fail God He doesn't abandon us frail reeds/ smoking lamp wicks, Mt 12:20, but He doesn't hesitate to give us disciplinary words and experiences, Ps 85:8; Micah 7:7-9; Jn 5:14. 

7:11-12 Israel has sinned- They were a moral unit in taking up the covenant, Ex 24:1-11, and in their obedience or disobedience. The church is also a moral unit, 1 Cor 5:6; 12:20, 26. TRANSGRESSED/violated- Abar. As in 6:7. my covenant.. they have taken- Stolen from God, 6:18-19. some of the ACCURSED/devoted things- Cherem. Deu 13:17. stolen- Ganab- To deceive, steal, get by stealth. lied.. put.. with their own possessions- One action had many aspects, and the end result was that, instead of being at God's disposal, Achan had used his privileged position as one of God's people, to usurp God's rights as Owner of some valuable property - Self was now his god. That is why.. cannot stand against their enemies.. they turn and run because they WERE ACCURSED/have been made liable to destruction- Cherem.
I will not be with you any more, unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction- Cherem. Until the matter is put right, defeat is all they can expect. Achan's attitude must be shown to be destructive, or Israel as a whole might soon view the conquest of Canaan as an exercise in self-glorification. The parallel for the Church may be seen in Acts 5. God loves us, and at the greatest possible cost to Himself, plans the highest good for us - likeness to His Son, Rom 8:29-30. And fellowship with Him in His work of reconciling mankind to Himself, 2 Cor 5:18-21. Therefore He insists we all must learn to delight in Him, Ps 37:1-9, and deny ourselves the right to sin/put anything else in His place, Lk 9:23-26. 

7:13-15 SANCTIFY/Go consecrate- Qadash- To make ceremonially clean, sanctify. It's commanded so it's possible - God-enabled in spite of any "total depravity" of man. the people. Tell them, SANCTIFY/consecrate yourselves- Joshua is to do it by telling them to do it. God has sanctified us and therefore we must sanctify ourselves - set ourselves apart for His fellowship and service. in preparation for tomorrow.. the Lord God of Israel says, THERE IS AN ACCURSED/devoted THING IN THE MIDST/among you, Israel; you cannot stand against enemies, until.. you remove it- Joshua must act so as to impress on all Israel the serious nature of such sin. Either Israel must destroy the one who has the devoted things, and remove them, or Israel as a whole will remain as devoted things. God could have struck down Achan Himself, or named Achan and demanded Israel smite him. Instead He used the situation to stir up His people to be concerned. All Israel must consecrate/set themselves apart to God to deal with the matter. The selection process forced men to think "Is it MY tribe.. My Family at fault?" Self-examination collectively and individually is a wholesome reaction when problems arise.

In the morning present yourselves- Qarab- Used of bringing sacrifices, Lev 1:2, 10, etc. The tribe- Shebet- This word seems to be used of the tribe as a political unit. Matteh as the multitude that compose the tribe. The Lord takes- Lakad- To catch in a net or trap, capture, choose. Used of capturing an enemy - this sinner IS the enemy of God and of Israel. 
 Come.. FAMILIES/clan by clan.. HOUSEHOLDS/family by family.. man by man- Ancient Israelite villages excavated show houses grouped in extended families. 

He who is TAKEN/caught with the ACCURSED/devoted things shall be destroyed by fire- This is reasonable. By taking something Cherem, the person became Cherem. Gold, silver etc were made clean by passing them through the fire, Num 31:23, so presumably the Cherem things were passed through the fire before being given to God, 6:24. If an Israelite city turned to idolatry it was to be treated like Jericho, Deu 13:15-18. 

along with all that belongs to him because he has TRANSGRESSED/ violated the covenant of the Lord, and done a disgraceful thing- Nebalah- A foolish wickedness. Sin is always folly, because the consequences are eternally inescapable. in Israel- Folly undermines the foundations of life. The actions of a man like Achan exposed those around him to danger, as today it would if he stole a radioactive diamond. 

7:16-19 Early next morning- 3:1. Whatever the task, pleasant or unpleasant, he was prompt in his obedience. Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes.. Judah was taken- The tribe that took the lead throughout the wilderness marches, and from whom the promised Ruler would come, Gen 49:10, Num 10:14. They were the first tribe to claim their share of the land, 14:6-15:63. The most privileged of God's people can be guilty of deliberate transgression. One wonders what Achan thought as the net closed in on him. In spite of the warning in Num 32:23 that sin couldn't be hidden he refused to believe that. Like Judas he failed to take the opportunity to confess and ask forgiveness, Jn 13:21-27. The Lord warned us that one day all will be revealed, Lk 12:2. Cp Joseph's brothers' confession, Gen 44:16. he took the Zarhites.. ZABDI/Zimri was taken- As head of the extended family. Achan of Carmi, of Zimri, of Zera, of Judah, was taken.

Then Joshua said to Achan. my son- Used of a superior to an inferior, not necessarily with any affection, 1 Sam 24:16; 2 Sam 18:22. Give glory to the Lord.. MAKE CONFESSION UNTO HIM/give Him the praise- Admit He was right - Justify God's action and verdict in taking you as the guilty one. tell me- He should have repented and confessed the sin and asked for forgiveness BEFORE God set up the judgment process. Confession now could only confirm that God's verdict was righteous, and judgment was inescapable, Rom 3:19. The Lord will one day judge all men everywhere, Acts 17:31. In this life we're encouraged to turn from our sin, Ezek 33:11, confess and be forgiven, 1 Jn 1:8-9. But when He comes and commences Judgment it will be too late for that as it was too late for Achan. The Lord abhors the very sight of evil, Hab 1:13, but faces men with their sins and calls for repentance because the judgment-death of the wicked is such a deep grief to Him, Ezek 33:11. But He can withhold Judgment only when doing so is faithful and just, 1 Jn 1:8-9. In the end judgment must fall on the unrepentant.

7:20-23 Achan replied.. It is true I have sinned against the Lord- It wasn't merely sin against the welfare of Israel, or an ignorant, thoughtless acting out of harmony with what's right and good. It was against GOD, by deliberately choosing to take for himself something God had forbidden. Sin is always that, though the sinner's awareness that an action would be wrong is often much less clear.

When I saw- Sin begins when the desirable possibility is realised and not rejected. Cp Eve Gen 3:6. The list is similar to lists of loot etc from the 13th century BC. in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylon, two hundred shekels of silver- 2.7 kg. a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels- .56 kg, The gold and silver wrapped in the robe could be hidden in his clothes and carried home. I coveted- As in commandment 10, Ex 20:17; Deu 5:21. took them.. they are hidden.. inside my tent- I saw, I coveted, I took, I hid is the psychological process involved in sinning. Cp Jas 1:14-15. We have records from other ancient countries blaming their defeat on some imagined failure in details of ritual that offended their "God." Here it's a matter of moral, practical reality. God has revealed the exact nature of the sin, and the man confesses that what God had said was true of him. The man has CHOSEN to sin, and must be dealt with. 
 Joshua sent messengers.. BEHOLD/there it was hidden in his tent.. they took the things.. brought them.. spread them out before the Lord- It was an object lesson to all. The investigation was carried out in God's presence - in front of the Tabernacle. The loot stolen from God is returned to Him/placed before Him in the sight of the people. There were no sacrifices for deliberate sins, Num 15:27-31. 

7:24-26 Then Joshua, with all Israel- United in disowning Achan and his action. Took Achan.. silver, robe.. gold.. sons- That God punished the whole family seems unreasonable to many in our individualistic, every-man-for-himself Western society. Yet the critics may cheerfully walk out of their marriage, steal money from their business, indulge in drunken partying, night clubbing, etc DAY BY DAY DESTROYING BY THEIR EXAMPLE THOSE DEPENDING ON THEM, AND DRAGGING THEM DOWN TO HELL. Rahab's action of Faith saved her whole family. Achan's action of defiant unbelief destroyed his. Punishing children for parental sins was generally forbidden, Deu 24:16, so Achan's may have been with him in his plotting, happy to gain by it. They could have betrayed him and escaped sharing his     punishment. In the matter of punishment of individual and family a balance has to be kept between Deu 5:9, and Deu 24:16. 

and all he had.. to the valley of Achor- Moved right away from camp, to disassociate Israel from Achan and his action. There is a solemn word-play at this point - Achan is a disaster bringer- Achor- disaster becomes the name of the place where he is punished. 

Joshua said, Why have you TROUBLED/brought this trouble- Akar. on us? the Lord will bring trouble on you this day. Then all Israel stoned him.. burned them- Only ashes were left of Achan, and his sin. This thorough wiping out wasn't vindictiveness. God doesn't NEED things, Ps 50:1-16; Acts 17:24-25. God's "jealousy" isn't concerned with infringement of his property rights, but that of a deeply loving husband towards his wife, concerned that His loved people keep from corrupting alternatives, to be fully blessed by being especially His, Ex 20:5-6; Deu 6:10-19; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Eph 5:25-33. It was a matter of visibly sowing and reaping, a teaching example of sin and its consequences, for all the people, and for us. 
 A clear principle in Scripture is that on the first occasion of any sin it brings unreasonably severe, visible judgment as a permanent teaching lesson. Eg working on the Sabbath, Num 15:33; unauthorised worship when Tabernacle worship commenced, Lev 10:1-2; pretended generosity in the early church, Acts 5:1-14. To go wrong at the start sets up a course of action that can have a huge damaging effect as the years pass. God made His mind on the matter so clear the FIRST time, that it was remembered as a preventative warning that kept many from repeating the sin, and as a matter of strong guilt feelings leading to repentance for many of those looking back on similar sins. The destructive conquest of Canaan was intended as a demonstration of the righteousness of God. Achan's action lowered it to the level of a selfish looting, and that could not be tolerated. We're called to be ambassadors for the One who was made sin for the salvation of sinners. When we try to mix that role with bringing glory to ourself, or expressing our prejudices, etc we deserve to suffer the consequences. 

over Achan they heaped up.. rocks. which remain- As in 4:20, a permanent reminder of the principles under which God deals with His people. When suffering the consequences of sin it's good to remember that if we hold fast to the Lord and His purposes He has promised future blessing from present troubles, Isa 65:10; Hos 2:15. Then the Lord turned from His fierce anger- As in Ex 32:12, golden calf, Num 25:4, Baal Peor. The story teaches plainly God can't tolerate hidden sin in the life of those who claim to be His. The name of that place.. the valley of Achor ever since.

CHAPTER 8

8:1-2 Then the Lord said.. FEAR NOT/do not be afraid.. DISMAYED/ discouraged- Chatath- To collapse as a result of violence, confusion or fear. By repeating 1:6, 9, God shows Israel is again in fellowship with Him, under His covenant protection, and He will again use Joshua to do His work. Take the whole army- It's good to have the fellowship of all our company in what we do. Go attack AI; for I have delivered into your hands- United action under the Lord's direction will accomplish His purposes. From the ridiculous defeat they must learn not to trust their own ability, and that God will grant success only to the obedient. God IS faithful, so today when sin has been confessed and dealt with we can expect God to open the way forward for us to fulfil His general purposes, although the specific opportunity we missed by sinning has gone forever, as Moses found, Num 20:10-14. We should bear that in mind when tempted to be selfish or slack in the Lord's service. In this case Joshua wasn't allowed to say "I failed so I quit." God in Grace says firmly "Joshua, the incident is closed, I repeat to you my original instructions - Go ahead and attack Ai as the next step of the conquest of Canaan." Cp Prov 28:13; Mic 7:8-9; 2 Cor 2:7; 1 Jn 1:9. Do to Ai.. as to Jericho.. except you may carry off their plunder and livestock for yourselves; Set an ambush behind the city.

8:3-6 So Joshua and the whole army moved to attack AI; He chose thirty thousand- Eleph- A large group of people, not exactly 1000. Israel was organised in groups called tens, fifties, hundreds, and thousands, Ex 18:20-22. etc. Sometimes Eleph may mean the man in charge of such a group. 
 MIGHTY MEN OF VALOUR/of the best fighting men. and sent them out at night- So as not to be seen from Ai. God's reassurance that He had given the city into their hands is balanced with their making careful plans to win it, following God's command, 8:2. That Hezekiah was promised 15 more years didn't free him from eating and drinking, Isa 38:5. That Paul was promised the survival of all on the ship didn't free him from preventing the sailors running off, Act 27:22-24, 31. That we know it's the Lord's will that we succeed frees us to work harder, 1 Cor 15:58. True faith produces good works, but it keeps its confidence in the Lord who it is obeying, Eph 2:10. To build without the Lord is empty, Ps 127:1. But to fail to build is at least as empty. 

You are to set an ambush behind the city.. Be.. alert- As in 1 Pet 5:8-9. They would need to have lookouts placed so they could see Joshua when he signalled for them to attack, 8:18-19. I and those with me will advance- Openly, so as to be seen. when the men come against us, as before, we will flee. until we have DRAWN/lured them.. from the city- The word is used of sheep being pulled out to slaughter, Jer 12:3. for they will say, they are running from us, as.. before- Ai would think the only change of tactics was the larger size of the Israelite army. 

8:7-9 You are to rise up.. and take the city; the Lord.. will DELIVER/give it into your hand- In God's work/spiritual warfare all have their proper place and role. Some, will suddenly face special opportunities, and it is for them to respond in faith promptly. Consultation may be impossible, but we should keep every one's work in mind. When you have taken the city.. set it on fire- Not the total, final destruction of 8:28, but start a big enough fire to be a signal. Cp Judg 20:48. Do what the Lord commanded- Obey the general command to wipe out the Canaanites. I have commanded you.

Joshua sent them off.. But Joshua spent the night with the people- That Joshua was with them would have been reassuring. As today for us is the reality of the Lord's commitment of Himself and His presence to His people, Mt 18:20; 28:20; Mk 14:3; Jn 13:1-5. 

8:10-13 Early- As in 3:1; 7:16. Joshua.. and the ELDERS/leaders of Israel marched before them to Ai.. arrived in front of it, set up camp north of Ai.. with the valley between- Advanced in front of the city, but camped at a safe distance. Joshua had taken about five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai- Another ambush to further isolate Ai, and be ready to rush in when the chance came. The soldiers.. in the camp.. north of the city, the ambush on the west. That night Joshua went into the valley- Different word for valley.

8:14-17 The king.. saw this.. He and all the men hurried out early in the morning to meet Israel in battle at a TIME APPOINTED/certain place- Moed- Appointed time or place. An area known to suit their fighting. overlooking the PLAIN/Arabah; but he did not know an ambush- He could have sent out scouts to check the neighbourhood first, but God knew he wouldn't, or God over-ruled that he didn't, Prov 21:1. Joshua and all Israel- An example of how loosely ALL is used - "ALL" doesn't include 30,000 + 5,000 men in ambush. let themselves be driven back.

All.. in Ai.. pursued.. Joshua.. lured away from the city- It looked as if they were beaten, although they were playing an essential role in the victory. We don't have to win every skirmishing argument for the Lord to win the battle for a man's soul. We're to accept failures and set-backs, surrender them to the Lord and trust Him to use them for His purposes. The Lord Himself allowed the serpent to strike His heel, and in doing so ensured that He would crush its head, Gen 3:15.

Not a man remained in Ai or Bethel- Again not to be taken too literally. It may mean the King led into battle all the men Bethel could spare from its own defence. He was killed, 12:16. Perhaps Bethel was spared because of association with Jacob? Nowhere in Joshua does it say that Bethel was captured, but see Judges 1:22-26.. 

8:18-22 The Lord said.. hold toward AI the SPEAR/javelin.. I will deliver the city. Joshua STRETCHED/held out the SPEAR/his javelin.. toward Ai- Joshua's spear is raised to point at Ai as a signal for the attack. Presumably after having led Israel into position for their attack he moved to a place where he and his actions would be clearly visible to the look-out men of the ambush. It's when our "Joshua" stretches out His spear in a certain direction that His obedient servants are able to accomplish His purposes - do the work that He himself is doing. 

The ambush.. entered the city, captured.. set it on fire. The men of Ai looked back.. saw the smoke of the city rising against the sky, they had no POWER TO FLEE/chance to escape.. for the Israelites who had been fleeing towards the WILDERNESS/desert turned against their pursuers.. attacked the men of Ai.. with the Israelites on both sides.. Israel cut them down leaving no survivors.

8:23-29 But they took the king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. Israel killed.. twelve thousand men and women.. Israel.. carry off livestock and SPOIL/plunder.. as the Lord had COMMANDED/ instructed Joshua. Joshua burned Ai, made it a permanent DESOLATION/ruins.

He hung the King of Ai on a tree- As a disgrace, and to show he was under God's curse. At sunset Joshua COMMANDED/ordered them to take his body DOWN- To spare the land from coming under God's curse, Deu 21:22-23. The form of words used is similar to those used by contemporary kings on their victory memorials. Eg Sennacherib recorded "I hung them (the rulers of Ekron) on poles around the city." throw it down at the.. the city gate.. a pile of rocks over it, which remains to this day- No mention is made of Israelite casualties. For Christians the point is that a defeated people of God become victorious after repentance and restoration to fellowship and obedience. Success isn't absence of conflict, but the presence of God with us in all conflicts we face.

8:30-35 Blessings and Curses Proclaimed in the Land

(This begins with the vague expression "About this time..." LXX places it after 9:2. A Dead Sea scroll Ms places it before 5:2. Getting to Mt Ebal at this stage meant a long march through enemy territory, so chronologically it may have happened after the treaty with Gibeon made it safer. It was on their way up to the central highlands that Gibeon met and deceived them. They were still at Gilgal when Gibeon sent for help, 10:6. But logically it fits here. Jericho and Ai were in effect two witnesses that God was giving the land to Israel, and they were taking it. This "evidence of two witnesses" made it an appropriate time to make a solemn public declaration that the whole of the land had been given to them. And to remind the nation of the terms that went with that gift. Terms which would enable them to live joyfully in it, Deu 27:4-7, 12-14. Emphasised are: The obedience of Joshua to God's revealed will. That all elements of Israel were involved. That the Law recorded by Moses was central. A memorial heap and a ruined city is balanced by an altar built for the worship of the victorious Lord, and the systematic teaching of His revealed will. Shechem isn't mentioned here, but Joseph was buried at Shechem, 24:32.)

8:30 Then Joshua built on mount Ebal an altar- Symbolising fellowship between God and man. Building it acknowledged the Lord in His land, and in a sense claimed the land, Gen 12:6-7. Ultimately Christ is the only true Altar, Sacrifice, and sacrificing Priest- Mediator, Mt 23:19; Acts 4:12; 1 Tim 2:5-6; Heb 13:10-15; Rev 8:3-4. to the Lord the God of Israel- There's no mention of Shechem here, and no mention in Joshua of it being captured. We're told enough, but so much is untold. Excavation at Shechem found an altar etc, perhaps the altar to Baal-Berith as in Judg 9:46. Away from Shechem an altar on Mt Ebal has been excavated. Scarabs, pottery etc date it to about 1200. The bones from animals burnt on it were "clean" by Levitical law, (not from pigs etc) and the fact that there are no idol-figurines points to it being Jewish, BAR 85/1.. 

8:31-33 As Moses.. had commanded- Deu 11: 27-29. he built it.. an altar of WHOLE/uncut stones- Not a product of man's efforts, but stone in its natural state produced by the natural forces of God's Creation, Ex 20:24-25; Deu 27:5. on it they offered burnt offerings- Lev 1. No sin offerings as this gathering wasn't dealing with sin. It was a commitment to a future wholly devoted to God. and sacrificed PEACE/fellowship offerings- A voluntary offering of thanks to God. It was eaten in happy fellowship with God, often sharing with poorer neighbours in the good things He gives, Lev 3. Together the offerings were a renewal of the Covenant. Cp renewals by Samuel, Hezekiah, Josiah, Ezra.

Joshua copied on stones the Law of Moses- The 10 Commands? or the Blessings and Curses, Deu 28. By writing the Law here, in the centre of the land, it proclaimed that it was now the law of the land. Their obedience, if they obeyed it, would secure them from destruction. It would enable them to fulfil the promise of God that they should be a witness/ blessing to the nations, Gen 12:3; Deu 4:5-6; 1 Ki 10:8-9; Isa 43:10; Mal 3:12; Gal 3:8-11.

In the presence of the Israelites- Those who by God's action in Sovereign Grace had entered the land, and begun to take possession of it, are now faced with a reminder that this commits them to knowing and doing what He has revealed of His will. We also, saved by Grace alone, love Him because He first loved us, and show that love by our commitment to Him, to His fellowship, and to the doing of His will, Jn 14:15, 23-24; 15:1-12; Rom 8:1-18; 1 Cor 9:21; Heb 10:16. All Israel, STRANGERS/aliens and citizens alike- Aliens in Israel had a place in God's purposes. 
 with.. elders, OFFICERS/officials- 1:10; 7:6; 8:10. judges- 23:2; 24:1; Num 25:5. These represented their people, and would be responsible to relay all the information to them, and teach them to remember it and live by it. STOOD/were standing on both sides of the ark.. of the Lord, facing the priests- God (symbolised by the ark) was surrounded by a cross-section of His people under their leaders. HALF OF THEM OVER AGAINST/stood in front of Mount Gerizim, and half.. Mount Ebal; as Moses.. commanded. When he gave instructions to bless.. 
8:34-35 Afterward Joshua read- Qara. To call out loud. all the words of the Law, the blessings and CURSINGS/curses- Qelalah. as.. written in the book of the Law- Presumably Joshua, the priests carrying the Ark, and the leaders of the people, transferred to the second hill for the second part of the solemn ceremony. Blessings and Curses, Life and Death, are the twin poles of the covenant about which the life of Israel was lived, Deu 11:26-29; 27:12-26; 30:1, 19. There was nothing magical about the pronouncing of Blessings and Curses. Their value and power rested in the fact that if they were understood, and obeyed, the hearers would live the kind of life that God could bless, and they would enjoy fellowship with Him.

There was not a word- Dabar- Word or thing. of all Moses had commanded, that Joshua did not read to ALL THE CONGREGATION/the whole assembly of Israel, including women, children, and STRANGERS/aliens who lived among them- The acoustical quality of a valley between hills would enable a very large number of people to hear what was read to them from a place on a hill. 
 If those at a distance didn't hear it all clearly, their representatives surrounding the Ark would have been able to confirm to them what was read. 

CHAPTER 9

9:1-27 Israel's Treaty with the Gibeonites

(The agreement with the Gibeonites was against God's general ruling, but God upheld Joshua's carrying out the promise he had been tricked into giving. And from their coming to help Gibeon He gave them possession of the south of the land.) 

9:1-2 When all the kings west of the Jordan.. heard these things.. they came together to FIGHT/make war against Joshua and Israel- 2:10; 5:1 start similarly, but now Israel's enemies are stirred into action, and Israel's first defeat at Ai would encourage them. They planned or were negotiating a grand alliance of all people in the whole country, but it didn't happen. Rivalries would play their part, and God over-ruled. When Gibeon defected, their neighbours panicked into hasty action with perhaps a quarter of the Canaan's available manpower. When we have declared our loyalty to God's will, and begun to experience victory, we can expect it will stir up opposition from those who hate God, Ex 5:2; Lk 19:14; Rom 7:7.

9:3-5 However when.. Gibeon- Gibeon has been identified as ej Jib, as jar handles have been found there with Gibeon on them - but so have jar handles with Hebron and Sochoh - presumably it was a city where the government stored goods levied from farmers, 2 Chr 8:6. heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai- Even the Lord's enemies had to confess the reality of His miracles, Lk 23:8; Jn 11:47. They resorted to a ruse they went.. with worn out sacks and old wineskins- Like Rahab they looked for a chance to make peace. Violence and deception are equally means of Satanic opposition, so Pink suggests they wrongly attached themselves to God's people like the Mixed Multitude in Ex 12:38; Num 11:4, or those planted by Satan in the Church, Mt 13:25-40; 2 Pet 2:10-22, etc. But nothing is said of them corrupting Israel. He is right though in saying that we Christians have Gibeonites within us - deceitful hearts, Jer 17:9; Heb 3:12. The sons of Jacob had acted deceitfully with the Hivites at Shechem and killed them, Gen 34. Perhaps that's why God permitted their relatives at Gibeon to deceive Israel. The men put worn and patched sandals on.. old clothes; their PROVISION/food supply was dry and mouldy- Or crumbling.

9:6-8 They went to Joshua.. at Gilgal, and said.. We have come from a FAR/distant country.. make a treaty with us- That they wanted to make a treaty with Israel would be flattering, dangerously so, 2 Ki 20:12-19. The men of Israel said, But perhaps you live near us; How can we make a treaty with you?- Destruction of near neighbours was required as protection from idolatry. Treaties were approved only with nations outside the land, Deu 20:10-16. We are your servants- Ebed. Perhaps simply eastern politeness, but it was readily expanded into literally accepting an inferior status in Israel. Joshua asked, Who are you? where do you come from?

9:9-11 They answered, From a very FAR/distant country your.. because of the NAME/fame of the Lord your God- Ps 5:11; 9:10; 91:14; Isa 56:6. We have heard reports of Him and all He did in Egypt- Ex 15:14-16. They appealed to Israel's pride as Babylon appealed to Hezekiah's pride, Isa 39:1-3. And all He did to the two kings of the Amorites east of Jordan- Num 21:21-35; Deu 2:26-3:17. They didn't mention more recent events, Jericho and Ai, as if news of them hadn't reached them.

Our elders- Hittite towns were ruled by elders. Amorites etc by kings. If the Hivites were associated with the Hittites, their people had ORIGINALLY come from a far country. said Take provisions.. go meet them, say, We are your servants- Ebed. make a LEAGUE/treaty with us. 

9:12-15 This bread was warm when we packed it.. on the day we left.. But now, see how dry, and mouldy- Niqqud- Broken to crumbs, mouldy. These wineskins.. were new, see how cracked they are, our clothes and SHOES/ sandals are worn out by.. the very long journey. 

The men of Israel sampled their provisions- Perhaps checking that the bread was stale etc, but even so it would in some sense be establishing fellowship between them, Ps 41:9. but ASKED NOT COUNSEL/did not inquire of the Lord- Ex 28:30; Num 27:21, although the Tabernacle, priests etc were right there at Gilgal. If we look to the Lord we will have light, Ps 32:8; 34:5; Prov 3:5-6; Mt 6:22; Jas 1:5-8; 4:6. Joshua's failure, should make us careful to search the Scriptures daily, and in prayer seek to know His will, Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:11-12. Their sin at Ai had been forgiven but, as Matthew Henry wrote, "The remission of sins past is not the permission of sins to come." 

Joshua made a treaty of peace- Shalom. with them- Agreed to mutual defence. the PRINCES/leaders.. SWARE UNTO THEM/ratified it by oath.
9:16-21 Three days after.. the Israelites heard they were living near. So the Israelites.. came to their cities.. Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth, Kiriath Jearim. and did not attack them.. the PRINCES/leaders.. had sworn.. to them by the Lord the God of Israel- The name is associated with God's faithfulness to His covenant with Israel, 7:13, 19, 20; 8:30; 10:40, 42; 14:14; 22:24; 24:2, 23; Ex 5:1; 32:27; 34:23, etc. God approves our keeping promises that work against our interests, Ps 15:4, but it's folly to make hasty promises Prov 11:15; 17:18; 20:16. and the CONGREGATION/assembly grumbled against the PRINCES/leaders.

9:19-21 The PRINCES/leaders answered.. We have SWORN/given our oath by the Lord.. we will let them live so wrath will not fall on us for breaking the oath- The fickle Israelites were eager for battle and loot after the victory at Ai. But an oath in God's name must be taken seriously even though they were tricked into making it. To break it would be taking the Lord's name in vain, Ex 20:7. The glorious victory of the next chapter confirms that God approved of their keeping their oath.

But let them be woodcutters and water carriers- A traditional name for household servants. for the whole community- Cp Judg 1:28. So the leaders' promise was kept- In God's sight an oath must be kept once made (As long as doing so wasn't sinful, as Herod's was, Mk 6:22-28.) even if wrongly agreed to, or inconvenient, Num 30:2; Judg 21:7; Ps 15:4. But it may be modified to limit the benefit of the deceiver. 

9:22-23 Joshua CALLED FOR/summoned the Gibeonites and said, Why did you deceive us.. You are now under a curse- Arar. The normal penalty of breaking an oath. You will never cease to serve us- Ebed. In Eastern politeness they had professed to be servants. They would find it a grim reality as punishment for their deception. as woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God- Your relationship with God and with us is as servants, not as allies on equal terms, and you are obliged to worship the Lord our God. Like Rahab the Gibeonites were saved by Lying, but in a deeper sense both were saved by their faith. They believed God was God, who had the power and will to deliver them into the hands of Israel. They worked out a deceitful way to become associated with God and His people, and so be saved from destruction. As Canaanites God had declared them to be Cherem- devoted/set apart to destruction. By their Faith, and trickery they were now devoted/set apart to God and His service in the positive sense of Cherem. To protect Israel from the influence of Gibeonite idolatry, Joshua insisted they must accept Israel's God. They would be second-class citizens with special obligation to provide wood and water for Israel's worship, which needed a great deal of both. They may have supplied manual labourers. on roster, to Shiloh, then later to the sanctuary at Gibeon when God's altar was transferred there, 1 Ki 3:5-15; 9:2; 1 Chr 16:39, 21:29, and finally the Temple. God punished Israel for Saul's breach of the treaty with them, 2 Sam 21:1, and Gibeonites helped rebuild Jerusalem, Neh 7:25. As Ham's descendants they were under the curse of servitude, Gen 9:25; 10:6-17, yet by grace it was now for them the service of God and His house. Cp Levi scattered in Israel, 21:1-42; Gen 49:5-7; Ex 32:28-29; Deu 33:8-11. 

9:24-27 They answered Joshua.. your servants were told the Lord your God had commanded His servant Moses.. to DESTROY/wipe out all.. we feared for our lives.. that is why we did this- Rahab and Gibeon believed what they heard of Israel and their God. We are in your hands. Do to us what seems good and right- They seem to believe God is righteous and merciful as well as powerful so their belief is saving faith. They became Nethinim- devoted persons, and had an honoured place in the service of the Temple centuries later, 1 Chr 9:2; Ezra 8:20; Neh 7:60. 

Joshua saved them from the Israelites- Joshua's decision to spare the Gibeonites and stick to the unwisely-given promise seems to have been God's will under the circumstances, in contrast to Saul's attempt to exterminate them, 2 Sam 21:1-9. he made the Gibeonites woodcutters and water carriers.. for the CONGREGATION/community- Not necessarily chopping everyone's firewood! But, perhaps taking over national Israel's responsibility to supply wood and water to God's Tabernacle/ Temple. and for the altar of the Lord, and that is what they are to this day- They were spared by God's people, by submitting not only to Israel, but also to serve Israel's God. Some were so loyal to the Lord they returned from exile to take up that task again, Neh 7:25. 

So the Lord was with Joshua and his fame spread throughout the land- Erets. As a result of these victories, and the surrender of Gibeon Israel was now firmly established in the centre of the land. 

CHAPTER  10

10:1-43 Joshua's Southern Campaign

10:1-27  God Enables Israel to Rescue Gibeon

(Israel responds to the call for help and its victory is summarised. Stories of triumphant war from Egypt, Assyria, etc give all the credit to their God-king who leads the armies. This records that it's God who triumphs by guiding Israel and making their obedient efforts successful. The lull after the conquest of Jericho and Ai might have tempted Joshua to relax, but Gibeon coming on their side provoked a violent attack, and he responds vigorously. We also must not become slack when there are lulls in our spiritual conflict as Christians. In Satan's purpose the Gibeonites were moved to deceive Israel, and corrupt them. In God's purposes of Grace the Gibeonites were moved to become accepted by God and Israel, and ended up as servants to Israel, and the house of God. Both God and Satan are involved in the choices men make freely. We're to use the Gospel to urge people to make peace with God, 2 Cor 5:20. )

10:1-2 Now Adoni Zedek- Lord of Righteousness or my Lord is just. A similar name to the earlier king Melchizedek, but a very different character and role. LXX has Adoni-Bezek as in Judg 1:5-7 king of Jerusalem- City of Peace. Probably the Salem of Gen 14:18-24. 
 heard Joshua had taken AI, and totally destroyed- Charam. it, as.. Jericho. 

and.. Gibeon had made a treaty.. with Israel and were AMONG/living near them- Joined Israel. Gibeon was close to Jerusalem. It was now included with the people of God, so an object of hatred to God-haters. He and his people were very much alarmed at this- God had promised such fear, Ex 23:27; Deu 11:25, and it served God's purposes by forcing Israel to defend itself and its ally. There was good reason for the panic that goaded these kings into action. Israel with its Gibeonite allies now held a firm base in the central highlands of Israel, ready to attack south or north. Among the Godless fear and anger are normal reactions to the news that a friend has made peace with God, Lk 11:21; Jn 15:18-25; 1 Jn 3:13. It threatens their godless pleasures, Jn 3:16-21. If they won't repent and believe the Gospel, Mk 1:15, they try to break the Lord's hold on their friend.

because Gibeon was a GREAT/important city- Cp Nineveh, Jon 3:3. like one of the royal cities- A sovereign state-city. Used of Gath with its King, 1 Sam 27:5. larger than Ai, its men were good fighters- Adoni-Zedek had seen a powerful ally go over to the enemy. He wanted to punish them promptly to warn others against joining Israel.

10:3-4 So Adoni Zedek.. SENT UNTO/appealed to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram of Jarmuth, Japhia of Lachish, Debir of Eglon- The names are similar to those found in records about Canaan 1500-1100 BC. All these centres shared in trade coming up from Egypt north through Jerusalem - the trade would be hindered by a hostile Gibeon. Come and help me attack Gibeon.. because it has made peace with.. the Israelites. The attack would discourage further defections, without direct conflict with the Lord and His people. Adoni-Zedek feels he must regain control of Gibeon for his own security as he was unwilling to make peace. That Jerusalem dominated the area fits the Tel Amarna letters, 14th century BC. It was less important in the iron age, Judg 1:8; 2 Sam 5:6-9. 

10:5-6 The five kings.. Jerusalem.. Hebron.. Jarmuth.. Lachish.. Eglon joined forces.. and took up positions against Gibeon.. attacked it- A walled City on a hill top wasn't easily rushed. They camped around it to cut off water and food supplies, and weaken the morale of its defenders. Why did God allow this attack? Perhaps to test the Gibeonites - would they choose to disown the Lord and rejoin Adoni-Zedek? Perhaps to test Israel's loyalty to their treaty. When a man is converted to God Satan moves his servants to attack him. God allows this for the good of the convert. It also tests whether his new Christian friends will exert themselves to help and defend him. It's a tragedy when a man abandons his confession of faith, especially where the Believers showed little care for his sufferings and need. Rejection and sneering tests and reveals the reality of the change in a convert's life, 1 Cor 6:9-20; Eph 2:10-13; Heb 10:24-39. Others may forsake us, but the Lord never does, 2 Tim 4:16; Heb 13:5-6. If we yield to temptation and deny Him as Peter did that's a matter of deep grief, but He never denies His own, 2 Tim 2:11-13. 

the Gibeonites sent word to Joshua in.. Gilgal.. Do not abandon your servants; Come.. quickly, save us. Help us- They claimed in faith the blessings and benefits of association with the Lord and His people. all the Amorite kings.. have joined forces against us- Joshua means “the Lord's Saviour,” and he was called to live up to his name and save them. The Lord says we're to call upon Him when in trouble, Ps 50:15, and He never fails to come to the aid of those who call, Rom 10:11-13. Cp Eph 6:18; Col 1:9; Jas 5:13; Rev 5:8. 

10:7-9 So Joshua marched up from Gilgal, with his entire army, including all the best fighting men- All the guidance required this time was the need to keep their promise to the Gibeonites who had accepted Israel's leadership and protection. The Enemy had large numbers, but their motives were selfish, united only in hatred of Israel and her God. Israel was united under its captain, Joshua, and in their purpose to do God's will and gain possession of His land at His command. “Joshua and all Israel with him” is stated 7x in the chapter - single minded unity is God's will for His people, and He blesses it. Cp Jn 17:20-23; 1 Cor 3:2-9. 

The Lord said to Joshua, Do not be afraid.. I have DELIVERED/given them into your hand, Not one.. be able to withstand you- 1:1-9. Reassurance would be appreciated - this was his first battle against a large combined army. Joshua took them by surprise, after an all night march- 20 miles uphill at night would have been hard work, but it would have been cool for marching. The Amorites camped in siege around Gibeon were caught unprepared by the early arrival of Israel. The Israelites attacked them before they had armed and organised themselves for battle. Being taken by surprise is bad for army morale, and if the first group panics and runs, the whole army tends to join them. Cp Gen 14:13-16; 1 Sam 14:14-16; 2 Sam 17:7-10, etc. 

10:10-11 The Lord threw them into confusion- In response to Joshua's surprise attack. Panic is one of God's weapons, Ex 14:24; 23:27; Deu 7:23; Judg 4:15; 1 Sam 7:10; 2 Ki 7:6. Israel defeated them in a great victory.. Israel pursued.. up to Beth Horon- The road goes up to upper Beth Horon and then down to lower Beth Horon. cut them down all the way to Azekah.. Makkedah- About 50 Kms/30 miles. Gibeon to Azekah via Beth-Horon pass is a logical route. To have chased them so far shows a total defeat of the enemy.

As they fled.. on the road.. to Azekah, the Lord CAST/hurled 
 GREAT STONES/large hailstones down on them.. more died with the hailstones than were killed by the swords of the Israelites- I've seen hailstones the size of hens' eggs. Falling from sufficient height such stones would be lethal. Hail normally moves in isolated bands but God, who had promised to fight for Israel, Deu 3:21-22, made sure that in this case they landed on the fleeing Canaanites. (And Israel wouldn't be silly enough to run into lethal hail!) Cp God's use of hail in Ex 9:18-26; Ps 18:12-13; 78:47-48; Isa 28:2, 17; Rev 16:21. (Perhaps some of these are symbolical, rather than literal.)

10:12-15 On the day the Lord DELIVERED UP/gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua.. said in the SIGHT/presence of Israel, Sun- Appointed with the moon as markers of time and seasons, Gen 1:16-18. In effect Joshua was asking God to make the sun stand still- Damam- The word means to be silent in Lev 10:4; 1 Sam 2:9; Job 29:21; 30:27; 31:34; Ps 4:4; 30:12; 31:17; 35:15; 131:2; Isa 23:2; Lam 2:10, 18; 3:28; Ezek 24:17; Amos 5:13. To stand still, be inactive, rest, Ex 15:16; 1 Sam 14:9; Ps 37:7; 62:5; Jer 47:6. To be silenced, cut down, killed Jer 8:14; 25:37; 48:2; 49:26; 50:30; 51:6. The sun was told to stop doing what it was doing. To stop shining makes no sense. It must mean to stop moving across the sky, or stop disappearing behind the thunder clouds that went with the hailstorm.

UPON/over Gibeon- Joshua was chasing the enemy westward from Gibeon, so it was morning as the sun was east of him, over Gibeon. and moon over the valley of Ajalon- East of Joshua, beyond Beth Horon, the direction the Canaanites were fleeing. This suggests that when Joshua spoke it was early enough in the morning for the moon to be still visible. There could be no need of the moon's light in the bright sunshine, but Joshua addressed sun and moon separately in the typical Hebrew poetic form of parallel statements. Cp Isa 40.

The sun stood still- Damam. and the moon stopped- Amad- To stand, arise, continue, establish - paired with Damam suggests a common meaning for both - stand UNTIL/till the PEOPLE/nation.. avenged itself on its enemies as it is written in the book of Jashar- Upright, just. Judg 5:1-31; 2 Sam 1:18. So the sun STOOD STILL/stopped- Amad. in the middle of the sky and HASTED- Uts- To press, hurry, labour, be narrow. NOT TO GO/ delayed going down about a WHOLE/full day- GOD, at Joshua's request, ensured that there was sufficient duration of sunshine to defeat the enemies thoroughly. What was involved – how this was done - is less certain. As with the fall of Jericho's walls God has chosen to state the outcome, plainly, but chosen not to make the method by which it was achieved clear to us. For possible ways of understanding what happened see Appendix III. 

There has never been a day like.. a day when the Lord listened to the voice of a man- Paid attention to man's request and did what he asked in such a dramatic way; FOR/surely the Lord FOUGHT/was fighting for Israel- As in Ex 14:13; Deu 20:4. When God works wonders for His people – as He did for Joshua and Israel – that means His people are responsible to make more than ordinary efforts to make God's promise come true. 10:15 Then Joshua returned with all Israel.. to.. Gilgal- Some suggest that as all Israel returned, they had no casualties. Judging by the normal use of ALL in Joshua (In 8:15 ALL Israel with Joshua doesn't include thousands in ambush.) it merely means Israel as a whole, the survivors, returned as a unit. No-one broke ranks and fled, or tried to grab territory for their tribe. 

10:16-21 Now the five kings had fled, and hidden in the cave at Makkedah- This suggests they weren't bravely LEADING their men into battle - a factor in their defeat. Like our Lord, Christian leaders need to BE/do what they urge others to be and do. When Joshua was told.. He said Roll great rocks to the mouth of the cave and SET/post men to guard it- Leaving the Kings trapped in their refuge allowed Israel to carry the battle on to its completion before dealing with them. don't stop, Pursue your enemies.. Don't let them reach their cities; for the Lord.. has given them into your hand- When He begins to bless us, slackness on our part will limit the blessing.

When Joshua and the Israelites had destroyed them completely.. the few who were left reached their cities- They were all destroyed except those who got within city walls. The two statements balance each other to make a factual statement that it was an overwhelming defeat for the Amorites. (We must be careful not to take every sweeping statement - "all killed" - without noticing they don't claim to be the full story.) The whole army returned to camp.. at Makkedah in peace- Presumably this happened before 10:15.

10:22-25 Open the cave, bring.. The kings of Jerusalem.. Hebron.. Jarmuth.. Lachish.. Eglon. He summoned.. men of Israel.. army commanders.. Put your feet on their necks- Putting feet on necks to indicate total defeat was a common symbol as seen for instance in Assyrian carvings. Cp 1 Ki 5:3; Ps 110:1. The kings had escaped death from hail and sword, only to face a more humiliating death. No-one escapes God's judgment, 2 Pet 2:9. This is a useful picture of our responsibility to put to death the "Amorites" of our rebellious natures that war against our being the people of God. That's part of our occupying the land of fellowship with Himself which He has promised, Rom 6:13; 13:1; 2 Cor 7:1; Gal 5:17;. Eph 4:22-24; Col 2:11; Jas 4:1; 1 Pet 2:11. Cp Rom 7:1-8:25. 

When facing defeat our lusts - pride, greed, etc - are likely to hide themselves for a while waiting a favourable chance to take control of us again, so we need to be watchful, 1 Cor 9:27. All things have been put under our Joshua's feet, Ps 91:13; Eph 1:22; Heb 2:8; (and He will make this permanent, 1 Cor 15:20-28) and we share with Him in this, Rom 16:20; Rev 12:11. Joshua said, Do not be afraid.. discouraged.. This is what the Lord your God will do to all.. enemies.

10:26-27 Then Joshua.. killed them, and hung them on five trees.. until evening- As being under the curse of God, Gal 3:13. At sunset Joshua.. took them down.. and threw them into the cave. At the mouth of the cave they placed large rocks which are there to this day- The memorial of the defeat-death of the previous owners of the land reinforces the Israelite claim to it. To us these brutal scenes are strange actions for followers of the Prince of Peace, Isa 9:6, but the Lord warns us that WE face spiritual battles as a result of His having made peace through the blood of His cross, Mt 10:34-39; Lk 22:36. 

10:28-43 Summary of the Rest of the Southern Campaign

(Although there is much repetition as is usual in Hebrew narrative, this made memorisation easy. It shows the outcome of the attack on Gibeon was that the southern hill country came under Israel's control - God kept His promise to Joshua. The impression is of rapid, irresistible action - the enemy go down like ninepins. This can happen, but see also 11:18. The summary leaves room for matters recorded elsewhere to be fitted in, and still leave much unsaid.)

10:28-32 Joshua took Makkedah.. totally destroyed- Charam. no survivor. Joshua moved on from Makkedah, and all Israel with him- Emphasis on the united action of Israel is also in 3:7, 17; 7:23-25; 8:33; 10:29-43; 23:2. to Libnah.. The Lord gave that city and king into Israel's hand- Cp 1:2; 2:24; 8:1; 10:8. Joshua.. left no survivors.. to Lachish.. attacked it.. the Lord.. Joshua took it on the second day- 
 Lachish was over much of its history the strongest city of the area, Cp  2 Chr 32:9.

10:33-39 Meanwhile Horam king of Gezer had come to help Lachish; but Joshua defeated him and his army, until no survivors were left- It doesn't say Joshua captured Gezer, although its king was killed, 12:12 - or it was recaptured. It was Canaanite in 16:10; Judg 1:29. Gezer is mentioned in the Merneptah stele, and Tel Amarna letters. to Eglon.. took it that day.. Eglon to Hebron.. and all its villages- Hebron had a new king as the previous one was killed at Makkedah cave. 

Joshua and all Israel with him turned round and attacked Debir.. took it.. as they had done to Libnah.. and Hebron- Hebron and Debir had to be captured again in 14:6-15; 15:13-17; Judg 1:10-13. Or those passages give the extra information that with Joshua's permission Caleb did the attacking referred to here. There's no mention of Jerusalem being taken, which fits it remaining to be taken by David.

10:40-43 So Joshua subdued the whole region.. hill country, South/Negev, western foothills- Shephalah, mountain slopes.. he left no survivors destroyed- Charam. all; as the Lord.. had commanded- Joshua and Israel swept through the region overcoming all main centres of resistance. It then became the responsibility of the inheriting tribe to complete the conquest and settle the area. Joshua subdued from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza- The frontier town between Egypt and Canaan. the whole region of Goshen- Perhaps it was given that name as it was a particularly fertile area like Goshen in Egypt, Gen 47:6. to Gibeon.

All these kings and their lands Joshua conquered in one campaign, because the Lord, the God of Israel, fought for Israel. Then Joshua returned with all Israel- to where the rest of Israel had remained in camp at Gilgal. Spiritually back to the place of circumcision, death to the flesh, etc. The place of the Tabernacle, so of God's presence and spiritual renewal. God's warriors can't succeed without His help, but that help is guaranteed when we unitedly ask His help and try to do His will, Jn 15:7-10. 

CHAPTER 11

11:1-23  The Northern Campaign

(Jabin called for a united attack on Israel, God gives Israel victory as they unitedly seek to do His will. After the first battle it seems that they chased the fleeing enemy in various directions, and destroyed the enemy main centre, Hazor.)

11:1-5 When Jabin 
 king of Hazor heard this he sent word to Jobab King of Madon- Possibly Merom. LXX Marron, as in 11:5, 7. The kings of Shimron, and Acshaph. and to the northern kings.. in the mountains, and the PLAINS/Arabah south of Kinnereth- Harp shaped- Lake Galilee. The western foothills, Naphoth Dor on the west. and the Canaanites etc, below Hermon in.. Mizpah. Victory in the South was promptly challenged from the North. Spiritual loyalty to the Lord faces constant challenges, Acts 20:28-31; 1 Cor 9:19-27; 2 Tim 3:12; Heb 10:23-25; Jas 4:7; Rev 3:11.

They came with all their troops.. and a large number of Horses and Chariots- Dreaded, as a decisive weapon, 17:16-18; Judg 1:19; 4:13, but useless when the surface was rocky, or boggy, Ex 14:24-28; Judg 5:19-22. Chariots were much used in inter-city warfare in Canaan. a huge army, as numerous as the sand- Poetic exaggeration used to picture an uncountable group as in Gen 22:17; Deu 1:10; Judg 6:5; 7:12; 1 Sam 13:5. These kings.. made camp together at the Waters of Merom- Mentioned in Egyptian and Assyrian sources. to fight against Israel.

11:6-9 The Lord said to Joshua, Do not be afraid- Israel had been in the presence of God at Gilgal, and He was their security, Ps 91:1-16. We too are safe in the Lord's hand, Jn 6:39; 10:28. He completes what He has begun, Phil 1:6; Heb 10:23, as we play our part in this, Eph 6:5-12; Phil 2:12-13; Col 1:29; 1 Th 5:9-24; 1 Tim 6:12; Heb 12:1-4. tomorrow I will hand all over to Israel slain.. hamstring their Horses- To disable them in battle, or afterwards by cutting their leg tendons. Some say they could still be some use for farm work. burn their chariots- So neither horses nor chariots could be used again. Israel was forbidden to use them as they were to trust in the Lord instead, Deu 17:16; 2 Sam 8:4; Ps 20:7; Isa 31:1-3. Solomon ignored God's ban and built a chariot army, 1 Ki 9:22; 10:26-29. 

Joshua and his army.. suddenly.. attacked- Huge armies are vulnerable to surprise attacks as it takes time to get them ready for action, and large numbers may make them over-confident so their lookouts aren't alert. the Lord gave them into the hand of Israel. They defeated.. pursued them all the way to greater Sidon- Some fled westward. and.. Mizpah on the east, until no survivors were left- The Lord is responsible for the victory even when there is no sign of miraculous intervention. Joshua did as the lord directed.. hamstrung the horses and burned their chariots- Joshua's faithfulness is emphasised in 10:40; 11:15. God is a God of war- Ex 15:3; Ps 24:8, who sends out His armies and rules over all, Ps 103:19. He uses warlike men to execute His judgment, Judg 7:20; Isa 13:4-5, 17-18; 19:2-4; 23:8-11; Jer 25:9; 51:20; Hab 1:6-7; Rev 19:11.

11:10-15 At that time- After the battle. Joshua turned back and TOOK/ captured Hazor.. Hazor had been the head of all those kingdoms- 
 Everyone in it.. they totally destroyed- Charam. He burned Hazor. 
 Joshua took all those royal cities.. and totally destroyed them as Moses.. had commanded. Israel did not burn any.. except Hazor- It had led the attack on Israel. all the plunder.. the Israelites carried off for themselves, but all the people.. they completely destroyed. As the Lord commanded Moses.. so Moses commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it. 

11:16-20 Joshua took the LAND- 10:41. from Mount Halak which rises towards Seir, to Baal Gad in the valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon.. all the kings struck down putting them to death- This sums up the conquest of the land.

Joshua waged war against all these kings for a long time- Some suggest it was about 7 years. Although the impression given so far has been that a brief campaign in the South, and another in the North left Israel triumphantly in possession of the whole land. This verse reminds us that all the ebb and flow of fighting isn't recorded. What is recorded shows that the two campaigns had broken the back of Canaanite resistance - there were no more optimistic united campaigns to wipe out the Israelites. The surviving Canaanites probably fell back on their walled cities. Clearing them out would require stubborn plodding sieges. Israel's success would have cluttered them with many cattle, sheep, etc which needed to be grazed. Their enthusiasm for battle, and ability to collect a large united army free for unlimited action would have been much reduced. They had reached the stage when to conquer and settle, district by district made sense. In our spiritual warfare also, a large measure of success in Gospel campaigns can clutter us up with converts who are content to be “passengers” who endlessly demand "follow-up" and show no inclination to benefit from it. Also many great BEGINNINGS for God are shattered by division, or drowned in unessential concerns. 

Except for.. Gibeon not one city made peace with the Israelites, who took them all in battle- They were the Lord's enemies in open opposition to His people and His purposes. Yet their very hatred aided the fulfilment of God's purposes as in Acts 2:23. When faced with violent opposition we must remember this.

For the Lord Himself hardened their hearts to wage war against Israel so He might destroy them totally- Charam. without mercy- They weren't REFUSED mercy. They were too proud/self-confident to ask for it, so didn't receive it. Both the Southern and Northern confederations of kings attacked the Israelites. This committed Israel to total warfare against them. Their FEAR of Israel, was hardened by their HATRED, and drove them to attack Gibeon rather than join Gibeon in seeking peace with Israel. Their wickedness was ripe for judgment, Gen 15:16, and by attacking Israel they made it inevitable. 
 Contrast with Nineveh, Jonah 3:1-10.

11:21-23 At that time- During the prolonged fighting, 11:18. Joshua.. destroyed the Anakites- Mentioned again as a notable victory because at an earlier stage the size of some of their men had terrified the ten Israelite spies into unbelief and rebellion Num 13:28. The 13 century BC Egyptian Ms Anastasi I describes some Canaanites as 5 Egyptian cubits = 2.7 metres tall, and having fierce faces. From.. Hebron.. Joshua totally destroyed them.. No Anakites were left in Israelite territory; only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any survive.

So Joshua took the entire land, just as the Lord had directed Moses; and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war- The impression of complete conquest is corrected in 13:1; 15:63; 16:10. The point being made here is that Joshua was successful in His ordained role of making it possible for Israel to be settled in Canaan as God had promised, Gen 15:18-21. Israel was now free to make the whole land theirs, Deu 1:7. The completeness of the conquest is stressed in 12:7-8; 21:43-45; 23:1-4. The incompleteness in 13:2-6; 15:63; 16:10; 17:12-18; 18:2-3; 23:5, 7-13. In 23:4-5, the two viewpoints are stated together as they're complementary not contradictory. For the good of Israel a spread out conquest was needed, Ex 23:29-30; Deu 7:22; Judg 2:20-23. With the major battles behind them it was time to enter into their rest by settling down/taking up God's gift of the land to them. For the Christian there are constant spiritual battles, but it's also true that Justification through the finished work of Christ provides us with a greater, and permanent rest, in contrast with the best Joshua could do in the face of Israel's unbelief, Heb 4:8-10. And we will enjoy our inheritance for ever, 1 Pet 1:4-5. 

CHAPTER 12

12:1-24 Outline of the Conquest

(God had promised to eliminate the corrupting influence of the Canaanites and replace them with Abraham's descendants. This chapter praises Him for fulfilling His promise. He had begun the conquest under Moses, and given Joshua victory over the combined might of Israel's enemies and established Israel in their land. )

12:1-6 These are the kings of the land whom the Israelites had defeated.. east of.. Jordan.. from the RIVER ARNON/gorge- The Arnon stream flowed at the bottom of a deep wadi. The south bank was held by the Moabites. to Mount Hermon.. Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon- Deu 2:26-37. Heshbon has been identified as Tel Hesban, but that dates back only to the iron age. The name may have been moved there from one of two nearby tells with Late Bronze Age relics. to the Jabbok River which is the border of the Ammonites- The boundary with Ammon lay along the upper course of the Jabbok. He also ruled over the eastern Arabah from the sea of Kinnereth.. southward to the slopes of Pisgah- The plateau above this was held by Moab. The rainfall was largely limited to the plateau.

the territory of Og king of Bashan, one of the.. GIANTS/Rephaites who reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei- Num 21:33-35; 32:33; Deu 1:4; 3:1-10; 4:47.  (A letter from the ruler of Ashtaroth complains to Akhenaten that the ruler of Hazor had taken three of his cities. Bar 99/3.) He ruled over Mount Hermon.. all of Bashan to the border of.. Geshur and Maacah- North east of the Sea of Galilee. and half Gilead, to the border of Sihon king of Heshbon. Moses the servant of the Lord and the Israelites conquered them. And.. gave their land to the Reubenites, Gadites and Manasseh- (12:2-6 is repeated in greater detail in 13:8-32)

12:7-8 These are the kings of the land Joshua and the Israelites conquered ON THIS/the west side of the Jordan from Baal Gad in.. Lebanon to Mount Halak, which rises towards Seir. Their lands Joshua gave  as an inheritance to the tribes of Israel- There were three elements in Israel's possession of the land; 1. God's promise and gift to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 2. Israel's conquest of the land by the obedient actions under Moses and Joshua. 3. The God-guided distribution of the land and its being taken up and used by the various tribal and family units. 

Mountains/hill country.. VALLEYS/western foothills.. PLAINS/Arabah, and SPRINGS/mountain slopes, and WILDERNESS/desert, IN THE SOUTH COUNTRY/Negev. the lands of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites.. 

12;9-24 The king of Jericho, one, the king of Ai, WHICH IS BESIDE/near Bethel, one- This form of listing defeated opponents is seen in Egyptian records of conquests in Canaan between 1550BC and 1200BC. In general the list follows the order of the conquests but includes extra names, Taanach, Megiddo, etc but important towns like Shechem and Dothan aren't mentioned at all. Repetition of King of.. emphasises the political situation - many petty kings, and the fact that king after king was defeated meant the whole political system was smashed. The king of Jerusalem.. Hebron.. Jarmuth.. Lachish.. Eglon.. Gezer.. Debir.. Geder.. Hormah.. Arad.. Libnah.. Adullam.. Makkedah.. Bethel.. Tappuah.. Hepher.. Aphek.. Lasharon- or To Sharon, as in LXX. Aphek of Sharon to distinguish it from 2 other Apheks? Madon.. Hazor.. Shimron Meron.. Achsaph.. Taanach.. Megiddo- These two towns were important as they controlled access from the plain of Jezreel to the plain of Sharon. 
 Kedesh.. Jokneam.. Dor.. THE NATIONS OF/Goyim in Gilgal- Obviously not the Gilgal of 4:19. Perhaps another Gilgal with a king, but none is mentioned in the Bible. The LXX has Galilee, which makes good sense. Tirzah, thirty one kings in all- LXX has twenty nine. 

Appendix I   Cherem  -  The Wiping out of the Canaanites  

One race of people wiping out another is genocide. In all countries where the influence of the Gospel of Jesus Christ has spread we rightly feel that such "ethnic cleansing" must be condemned. That God who revealed Himself to us in Christ Jesus, commanded Joshua to slaughter enemies, while commanding us to love them, pray for them, do good to them, Mt 5:44; Lk 6:27, is a problem. Bible critics are hypocrites if they insist Joshua should have lived by the sermon on the mount, while they themselves heap up treasure on earth, divorce wives etc, but it's still a problem. Wholesale slaughter as in 6:17-19, 21, was a currently accepted political ideology as shown by records from Mari, Assyria and Egypt. But that it was used by Israel under God's orders is the problem. The answer is that Joshua by carrying out the orders set up a process which a thousand years later made it possible for the Sermon on the Mount to be preached and understood. And its being rejected, resulted in God the Son, by sacrificing Himself, opening the door through which those who received Him could enter the selfless life of love He lived and proclaimed as God's will. While enjoying spiritual help from selected OT incidents many people have been reluctant to face the problem of Cherem- total destruction. Of course the Enemy is eager to discredit any part of God's Word, and discourage our trusting it. He also works hard at bolstering the pride of those believers eager to display their loyalty to God and His Word against any attacks prompted by reasoned kindliness. If we make foolishly devious or dogmatic statements to defend God's honour we merely tarnish His image with our folly. We need to face the problem in absolute honesty, and confess that at best we can give only tentative suggestions about something that's beyond human understanding. While standing firm on Rom 9:20-21, our attitude must be that of, 2 Tim 2:23-26. Points that I find helpful include: 

A. SIMPLE MATHEMATICS- Every thousand Israelites coming in must displace a thousand Canaanites. It was impossible for the Israelites to have room to develop as a nation, without the removal of the Canaanites. The Canaanites had a similar intention of wiping out the Israelites, 9:1-2; 11:1-5. We have no reason to believe that the world would be a better place if the Serbs wiped out the Bosnians, or the Hutus the Tutsis. But the world has become a better place because, by displacing the Canaanites, the Israelites have been used to make God's Law, and the Gospel, widely known.

B. God as CREATOR, like a human landlord, had the right to decide who would have the use of his property, and on what terms. The Lord cancelled the right of the Amorites/Canaanites to live in the land when their corruption of themselves from His purposes had ripened beyond remedy, Gen 15:16; Deu 2:34; 3:6; 7:2. Not to wipe them out would leave them to corrupt Israel, Deu 20:17-18. Promiscuous sex, and infant murder were the core of their religion, Lev 18:3-30. Even today with modern knowledge or medicine, faced with HIV/AIDS people refuse to live responsibly and in some areas whole villages have only old people to care for AIDS-infected orphans. If the Israelites were to live clean, happy, kind, good lives to the glory of God, they must wipe out the wickedly corrupt and diseased Canaanites so as not to get infected by them. 

C. In giving the Israelites the land, God as RIGHTEOUS LOVE warned that they must not imitate the Amorites/Canaanites, or they too would lose the land, Lev 18:28; 20:2-3. Only by conforming to God's purposes could Israel justify its replacing of the Canaanites. God employed Israel to purge the land of the Canaanites, and when Israel sank to their level used the Assyrians to evict the Israelites, Isa 10:5-7. The whole book is a PHYSICAL, VISIBLE demonstration of the consequences of Faith- obedience, and Unbelief-God defying sin. If Joshua and his generation had completed the horrible task of disinfecting the land, and Israel had been faithful to their covenant promises - generation after generation would have passed in health, peace, and prosperity, Ex 15:26. (The Lord would have healed them through their obedience to His Law.) Instead, under Ahab and Jezebel, Baal and Asherah were worshipped along with the Golden Calves at Bethel and Dan. Such Canaanite worship gloried in sexual indulgence, and child sacrifice. Even kings in Jerusalem were guilty of such "Molech" sacrifices, 2 Ki 21:6. 

D. The removal of a dangerous source of infection is a GOOD action. It is a GOOD gardener who removes weed plants and replaces them with better ones. A GOOD gardener doesn't leave plants that would spread disease to healthy plants. Canaan was a part of God's garden. He promised it to Abraham and his descendants when its inhabitants brought themselves to the stage that fitted them for Judgment, Gen 15:16.

When a dangerous infection like foot-and-mouth disease occurs on a farm it's a GOOD farmer who makes sure that every animal on it, including family pets, are killed, diesel spilled over them and all burned to ashes to prevent the disease spreading. The more he loves animals the more thoroughly he does it - what a heart-break for a good farmer. What a heart-break for God when a community is such a corrupting influence it must be wiped out to prevent the spread of moral and spiritual infection. The Amorites/Canaanites were human, not just plants or animals, but it was GOD who knows everything and the outcome of everything who made the decision.

It's a GOOD parent who agrees to the amputation of his child's leg, when through cancer, or gangrene that's the only hope for their survival. It would be a bitterly distressing thing to do. God ALMIGHTY, ALL-WISE-HOLY-RIGHTEOUS-ETERNAL LOVE is beyond the questioning of any of His actions in regard to His Garden, His Stock, His Children. Our Lord wept over Jerusalem AFTER He had done all He could to save the people there from destruction, and knew they were about to crucify Him. As for today, Jn 3:16-21 makes it clear that in spite of all God can do for sinful men, far too many of them prefer to live and die in darkness, and to go out into the darkness and pain of Hell forever. Mankind must be free to choose sonship, or refuse it. Rom 8:12-34. What else could God be expected to do to prevent them from doing what they choose to do, Heb 10:26-31. 

E. Joshua had no "Banner of Love" to wave. The lessons we're to learn from his campaigns are to be applied to the spiritual battle we face against our own rebellious-to-God, greedy, and rotten desires. But that doesn't put us into the position where we can criticise Joshua, or God. Without their efforts there would be no Golden Rule, or Christian Gospel. In the NT the Holy War is spiritual only - God is the warrior, Mt 12:24-29; Mk 3:22-27; Lk 11:15-22, defeating His enemies, by taking the sin of the world and its punishment on Himself, Jn 1:29; 2 Cor 5:21; Col 2:15. And we fight Evil under Him by executing His sentence of death on our own sinful self/ every manifestation of evil in us, Mat 18:6-11;  Mk 9:42-50; Lk 9:22-26; 14:26-35; Rom 6:1-23; 8:1-16; Gal 2:20. 

As a Pacifist, by instinct and Christian conviction, (though I did non-combatant service in WWII) I'm as aware as anyone that many of the things recorded in this book are horrifying to any reader today. I hope we can't imagine ourselves doing them, or that doing them could ever be God's will for us. That doesn't prevent them being the right thing for Joshua and the Israelites to do at their stage of moral development. And as an upward step in the unfolding of God's purposes that man should come to be in His image and likeness. War is utterly repugnant to me, but I must confess that good people by fighting and winning some wars in history have improved life for mankind in general. Police struggling to control and clean up complicated and widespread criminal activity may not be able to always treat criminals in a kindly and gentle manner. Joshua was heading a "clean-up" operation.

Sincere people may well ask of the treatment of Jericho "Is that Christian?" Of course it isn't. Christianity is based on people having killed God, not on people killing people in obedience to God. But, in fact, their sensitive conscience is the product of nearly two thousand years of exposure to Christianity - No Pre-Christian European, Maori, Samoan, or Native of the Americas or Africa would find it objectionable - would Moslems? 

Let's thank God every day that instead of enforcing God's judgment on our fellow-sinners, we're to preach Christ Crucified to them as God's ambassadors. But we too must learn from Joshua's experience the tragedy of partial obedience. May God grant us the grace today that we commit ourselves to claiming to the full the Christian Promised-Land of Christ-likeness. May our young people do better in this than we did. May our old folk be like Caleb when he said "Give me this mountain!" Amen!

Appendix IIa     Lessons re Baptism  -  A.  Crossing Jordan

Crossing the Jordan- Jor- spread. Dan judging, Gen 30:6, speaks of judgment-death and resurrection, followed by living in fellowship with God in the promised land. At the Jordan John Baptist preached repentance - and people judged themselves, confessed their sins and were baptised, Mt 3:1-8; Mk 1:1-8. The Lord Jesus identified Himself with them by being baptised and so symbolised that He would take their place under the judgment waves of God's wrath, Ps 69:1-4; Mt 3:13-17; Lk 12:50; Jn 19:28-30; 2 Cor 5:21. In water baptism we confess that we were dead in our sins, under God's righteous judgment, Eph 2:2, Gal 2;20. And that Salvation involves our identification with Christ crucified. On this basis - that our natural self belongs in the place of judgment, and we're to count ourself dead to its demands and pleas - we're also united with Him in rising from the dead into new life, and seek to live in that way, Rom 6:1-23; 7:1-6; 8:1-30; Col 2:12; 3:1-17.

The Dead Sea crossing baptised Israel to Moses and His leadership, 1 Cor 10:2. We have been baptised to Christ, baptised into His body by the Holy Spirit, Redeemed/freed from Slavery, and from this evil world. Justified/made righteous, 2 Cor 5:21. And sanctified - set apart to God to live as His Sons and Daughters, 2 Cor 6:17-18, in Christ-likeness. And THAT commits us to consecrate ourselves - take up our role of belonging to our Heavenly Father, and living gladly in His fellowship in mutual joy. There is only one step between our present position and eternal Christ-likeness, 1 Jn 3:1-3. But what God has done for us in Christ demands our constant effort to enter the promised land of Christ-likeness by Faith. Not returning in heart to the World of Egypt, or wandering in the wilderness through having two goals - pleasing the Lord, and pleasing ourselves, Jas 1;5-8. 

As Israel did, we face impossible demands- Go into all the world, Mk 16:15     , not just the popular and appreciated ones, Mt 28:19. Each of us has been sent by the Lord, Jn 20:21. Each of us commanded to be perfect, as Christ was, Mt 5:48. Like Paul we're chosen vessels - of clay - have thorns to make us conscious of our weakness, and to teach us that His wisdom and power alone can be relied on in this, 2 Cor 4:6-18; 12:7-10. As at the Red Sea, by a miracle the Son has set us free from slavery, Jn 8:34-36, and as at Jordan, our God has gone down into death and come out again so that, in union with Him, life in His land opens to us, Rom 6:3-5; Gal 2:20; Col 1:12-13.

For them to enter into God's blessings the old generation had to die in the wilderness - the natural man can't understand the things of God, and the preaching of the Cross seems silly to them, 1 Cor 1:18-25; 2:14. If you don't like to hear the Cross preached, have you stopped to think why? It was and is a stumbling block to the self-righteous religious Jews, and irrelevant folly to the sophisticated Greeks. But to those humble enough to believe what God has said and done, it brings to us Christ the saving Wisdom and Power of God for every need in this world or the next. Only those who are a new Creation in Christ Jesus, Jn 3:3-8; 2 Cor 5:17, can enjoy the blessings revealed in the NT. Flesh and blood - these natural bodies and natures - can't inherit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor 15:50. Death and resurrection must come first spiritually, even if not physically, for those believers alive when the Lord returns for us. 

Appendix IIb        Lessons re Baptism  -  B.   Circumcision

Circumcision is a minor surgical operation that removes the foreskin of the male organ. Those circumcised in obedience to God's command carried in their bodies the constant reminder that they belonged to Him. That circumcision set aside to death a token part of their natural body was a symbolic reminder that they had surrendered their right to live and use their body as they chose. They were no longer their own property. Having obeyed in the token, they were to live in obedient fellowship with God as His people. Being circumcised proclaimed that they chose to belong to God and take up the Covenant that promised them the land. Physical circumcision taught the spiritual truth of commitment to God and His will as made clear in Deu 10:12-16; 30:6; Jer 4:4; 6:10; 9:25-26; Ezek 44:7, 9; Acts 7:51; Rom 2:28-29. 

Circumcision speaks of the putting to death of the sinful self. Today, as Christians in a spiritual relationship with God this "circumcision" is accomplished by Christ alone, not by human hands. It puts off the body of the sins of the flesh, invisibly and imperceptibly, Col 2:10-14. We're brought into a SPIRITUAL relationship or covenant with God by being born again by the SPIRIT of God, Jn 3:2-8, and baptised by Him into the invisible Body of Christ and made  to drink of Him, 1 Cor 12:13. 
 This unites us with Christ crucified and risen so that we share in His death to self, Rom 6:10-11, and He can present us, holy and unblameable, Col 1:21-22. Water baptism visibly proclaims the invisible fact that in Christ we died to sin Rom 6:2-6. As we acknowledge that God has creatively declared us to be Crucified with Christ, and dead to sin, it's for us to learn to live that way, Rom 6:10; Gal 2:20; Phil 3:10. When we are born again, God imparts Christ's dead-to-the-flesh/risen-in-newness-of-life nature to us by His Spirit. God who desires truth in the inward hearts, Ps 51:6, creates it there by circumcising our hearts, Deu 30:6; Col 2:11. Israelites were commanded to do this, Jer 4:4, 14, but could not. God alone could provide the new covenant, Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:25-27. 

God demands the impossible, Mt 5:48, then makes it possible, Zech 3:3-5; Lk 15:22. Having been made new creatures, 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15, it's for us to put off the old man and put on the new, Col 3:8-17. In us there is a ceaseless conflict between the Spirit and the flesh, Gal 5:17. We're to fight, not let sin rule in us, Rom 6:9-12. Cp Eph 5:3-17. Faith - believing what the Lord says He has done for us - is the basis of our living it out. But love - realisation of the hatefulness of sin, and the cost to Christ of dealing with it, moves us to take ever fuller advantage of what is so dear to Him. To give up long-cherished sins - sinful attitudes of independence and self-protectiveness - and to relinquish treasured idols - is a painful cutting experience, Col 3:1-9. There is a painful cost in being separated to God. Only the circumcised were to eat the Passover. Only the born again are to eat the Lord's Supper. 
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CHAPTER 13

13:1-21:45 The Inheritances of the Tribes 

Canaan had been conquered in that combined armies had been defeated and the major cities of the hill country taken, but those on the plains stood secure. Israel couldn't continue to live off loot as a raiding group. Each tribe needed to receive its share of the land and produce harvests. Joshua is reaching the end of his working life. God urges him to crown the work of Conquest by supervising the distributing the land. Rivalries were inevitable but Joshua's position as triumphant Conqueror under God would assure them that what was done was in fellowship with God, His purposes, and ongoing will. This would enable all the tribes of Israel to enter into their possession/ enjoyment of their share of the land God had promised. As the land was distributed, taken up, farmed, and improved to pass on to their descendants Israel would prosper, multiply, and be strong enough to conquer the whole land, including rich areas strong enough to beat them off, so far. 

The oft-repeated record of the formalities involved may seem boring to us. They would have been a delight to the Israelites as it assured them that The Lord Himself had granted each family their inheritance as His tenants, Lev 25:23-28. And guaranteed it would be passed on to their descendants, The rights of ownership under God/from God's hand, encouraged every Jew to husband and develop the long-term potential of his inheritance. This was for the general good of the community, and the specific benefit of his posterity. The link between God-ordered living, God-provided weather and security from invasion, added to this. Taking up the land was a joyful, spiritual God-fellowshipping experience, Ps 16:6, although soon to be challenged by unthankful pride in their prosperity, Deu 8:10-20. 

The vividness of Caleb's words suggest they're recorded as he spoke them. The almost identical structure of the first and last verses of each section clearly marks it off. It's impossible to trace the borders with exactness now, and to us it may seem a maze of place names, and notes re their capture, allocation or re-allocation. There may be some blessing in making a detailed study, verse by verse. Certainly the passage as a whole witnesses to God's faithfulness in fulfilling promises to the patriarchs. It also witnesses to His faithfulness to Caleb and Joshua, and the ongoing actions - prompted by faith or unbelief - of other individuals. The record details how each clan of each tribe received from God, through His servants, their fair share of the promised land. And faced the responsibility of using it well in fellowship with God.

Joshua is to distribute the whole land promised to Israel, Num 34:1-12, including land still held by Canaanites. This would be a constant challenge to stir Israel into action. For the Christian this is a reminder of our failure to occupy the fullness of life and blessing God has provided for us in Christ, 1 Cor 10:1-13; We aren't perfectly holy, and are urged to perfect holiness in the fear of God. Fellowship with God, and restoration to fellowship is expounded in 1 Jn 1:5-10. The paradox - saved and not to sin, yet never sinless, is obvious there and elsewhere. 

Full possession of the land didn't occur until the time of Solomon, 1 Ki 4:21, and again briefly under Uzziah and Jeroboam II. The form of the lists is similar to Late bronze age lists from Ugarit in Syria. Judah as the first to claim and occupy territory by faith, had its boundaries and towns adjusted to fit in later provision for other tribes, and all tribes gave towns to Levites. Simeon, being within Judah, and Issachar - a strong ass crouching down between two burdens, Gen 49:14 - scattered among powerful Canaanite towns, are mere lists of towns, no tribal boundaries being given. 

The right of a Christian to possess private property, and his responsibility to share it are featured in Acts 2:44-45; 4:34-5:5, etc. But our position in this world is that of the Levites - The Lord was THEIR inheritance. That God and Israel shared responsibility is clear. In Christ we can do all things, because God is at work in us Phil 2:12-13; 4:13. He keeps us but we're to keep ourselves. Trace the interweaving of God's part in our Salvation, and our part in it, Ps 17:4 119:101; Mt 25:16; Rom 6:23; 1 Cor 9:27; Eph 1:14; Col 3:24; 1 Tim 6:3; 2 Tim 4:7. Plants and trees seem to have no responsibility to avoid pests, etc. But we are responsible to avoid evil, resist temptation, lay hold on life, keep ourselves in the love of God, etc, Rom 6:23; 1 Tim 6:12; Jude 20-21. Our heavenly inheritance is both a gift of God's Grace in Christ, and the reward of our service, Eph 1:14-5; Col 3:24. We have no sufficiency, but are to seek it, and then our sufficiency is of God, 2 Cor 3:5; Heb 4:11.)

13:1-7 Land not yet Allocated

13:1 When Joshua was old and STRICKEN/well advanced in years, the LORD said to him, You are very old, and there are still very large areas of land to be POSSESSED/taken over- He was already a warrior, and leader of the people when first mentioned, Ex 17:9. As 40 years had passed in the wilderness he was naturally an old man by now. His working life was ending, but he must stir himself to distribute the land and so complete his task, Deu 31:1-9; Josh 1:1. Moses at 120 was still vigorous and clear in mind and vision, Deu 34:7, as Caleb was at 85, 14:10-11. Joshua may have been 100 at this stage, as he died at 110, 24:29. But the Lord enabled him to complete the work in spite of his having to do so while battling the effects of aging, Ps 92:12-15; Isa 46:4. The Lord has a father's attitude towards our physical and other limitations, but also urges us to always do what we can as well as we can, in fellowship with Himself and to our mutual joy, Ps 103:13-14. 

13:2-3 This is the land that remains- They were established in parts of the land; 11:23; 21:43-45; 23;1, but the Lord had given them the whole land, and many areas hadn't yet been conquered, 13:13; 15:63; 16:10; 17:12-13; 19:47. They needed to accept responsibility for specific areas – their tribal inheritance. It must have been hard to stir up interest in the concept of Israel as a whole possessing the land as a whole. 

the BORDERS/regions of the Philistines- They were part of the Sea Peoples, driven from their homes in Crete, etc. They attacked Egypt, Canaan etc to make a new home. They burned the Canaanite cities of Ashdod and Askelon about 1177 BC, and rebuilt them for themselves. Their coming is marked by the introduction of a distinctive style of pottery. They seem to have co-operated with the Egyptians. Gaza remained Egypt's base for ruling Canaan, and Egyptian inscriptions by Ramses 1V are in Megiddo and Beth Shean. They had a compact, densely settled area, and political and military organisational skills, and soon became a threat to Israel. 
 and Geshurites- This group in the south, 1 Sam 27:8, may have been related to the northern Geshurites, 13:11, 13. From the Shihor River east of Egypt, to the territory of Ekron on the north.. the territory of the five Philistine LORDS/rulers- Seren. A title used for Philistine Rulers only. 

13:4-7 From the south all the land of the Canaanites, from Arah of the Sidonians as far as Aphek- Phoenician influence sometimes reached south to the Philistine lands. Or an Aphek further north - near Accho, or one north-east of Beirut. the region of the Amorites- There was an Amurru kingdom in Lebanon in 14th and 13th century Egyptian records. 

The LAND/area of the Gebalites- Gebal, or Byblos. All Lebanon TOWARDS THE SUNRISING/to the east, from.. Baal Gad below Mount Hermon, to Lebo Hamath- A city on the border of the kingdom of Hamath. All the..  HILL COUNTRY/mountain regions from Lebanon to Misrephoth Maim that is all the Sidonians.. I will drive them out before the Israelites. DIVIDE BY LOT/allocate this land to Israel for an inheritance, as I have COMMANDED/instructed you- Joshua had to act by Faith, as all God's servants must, Prov 3:5; 2 Cor 5:7; Heb 11:7-8. Divide it.. among the nine tribes and half Manasseh.

13:8-33 Inheritances Arranged by Moses

13:8-13 the other half of Manasseh, Reubenites, Gadites.. received their inheritance, that Moses had given them east of the Jordan- The record of the distribution of land East and West of the Jordan, by Moses and Joshua is interwoven so as to make it clear that Israel is ONE people, and the distribution is ONE process. See lists of territory for these tribes in 12:2-6; Num 32:34-38; Deu 3:8-17. 

It extended from Aroer on the rim of Arnon gorge and the town in the middle of the gorge- probably an outpost in the disputed valley floor. the plateau of Medeba as far as Dibon- Mentioned in Egyptian records, but not identified as yet. All the towns of Sihon.. out to.. the Ammonites. It also included Gilead.. Geshur, Maachah, Mount Hermon, and all Bashan. That is the whole kingdom of Og.. Who REMAINED/had survived as one of the REMNANT/last OF THE GIANTS/Rephaites, for MOSES had defeated them, and CAST THEM OUT/taken over their land.

But the Israelites EXPELLED/did NOT drive out THE GESHURITES/ people of Geshur AND THE MAACATHITES/Maacah; so they continue to live AMONG the Israelites to this day.

13;14 But to.. Levi he gave no inheritance- They were mentioned as 2.5 tribes + 9.5 tribes = ALL Israel, if Levi isn't counted. since the SACRIFICES/ offerings made by fire to the Lord the God of Israel are their inheritance, as He promised them- Lev 3:-5, 9, 14; 23:18, 25. 

13:15-20 This is what Moses had given to.. Reuben ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILIES/clan by clan- Reuben seems to have disappeared by the time of David's census. The territory from Aroer.. the PLAIN/whole plateau BY/past Medeba to Heshbon and all her CITIES/its towns on THE PLAIN/plateau, including Dibon- Num 32:34, but later occupied by the Moabites, Isa 15:2; Jer 48:14, 22;  Sihon's territory had in part been taken from Moab. Bamoth Baal- Heights of Baal, from which Baalam had tried to curse Israel, Num 22:41. Beth Baal Meon, Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath, Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the MOUNT/hill in the valley, Beth Peor, ASHDOTH/the slopes of Pisgah. and Beth Jeshimoth 

13:21-23 All the CITIES/towns of the PLAIN/plateau, the entire realm of Sihon king of the Amorites, who ruled at Heshbon. Moses had defeated him and the PRINCES OF MIDIAN/Midianite chiefs.. which were DUKES/princes allied with Sihon. In addition to those slain in battle the Israelites had put to the sword Balaam the son of Beor, the SOOTHSAYER/who practiced divination- Num 31:8-16. See also 24:9-10; Deu 23:4-5; Neh 13:2; Mic 6:5; Rev 2:14. And the BORDER/boundary of the Reubenites was the.. Jordan.. These towns and villages were the inheritance of the Reubenites AFTER THEIR FAMILIES/clan by clan.

13:24-28 This is what MOSES GAVE/had given to.. Gad.. ACCORDING TO THEIR FAMILIES/clan by clan: .. Jazer, all the CITIES/towns of Gilead and half of the Ammonite country as far as Aroer, near Rabbah; and from Heshbon.. Mahanaim.. to the territory of Debir.. Succoth.. the Jordan.. up to the EDGE/end of the sea of Kinnereth. These towns and their villages were the inheritance of the Gadites clan by clan.

13:29-31 This is what MOSES GAVE/had given to the half tribe of Manasseh.. that is to half the family of the descendants of Manasseh BY THEIR FAMILIES/clan by clan. The territory extending from Mahanaim, and including all Bashan, the entire realm of Og king of Bashan - all the TOWNS/settlements- Chavvah- Living places, rather than towns. Parts of Bashan were very fertile, but the region named after Jair was grazing country, so these are probably  encampments of tent-villages. Cp Num 32:1-5 re Reuben and Gad. of Jair, in Bashan, sixty towns- A judge named Jair had 30 sons who ruled 30 towns, Judg 10:4. 23 towns or villages are attributed to Jair later, 1 Chr 2:22-23. 

Half of Gilead.. Ashtaroth, Edrei.. for THE CHILDREN/descendants of Makir son of Manasseh - for half of the sons of Makir clan by clan- In Judg 5:14-17 it's the West of Jordan Manasseh that is associated with Machir, and the East half of the tribe is called Gilead. Machir seems to have been the only son of Manasseh, Gen 50:23; Num 26:29. If so half of the family of Machir was also half of the family of Manasseh. 

13:32-33 THESE ARE THE COUNTRIES/This is the inheritance  MOSES DID DISTRIBUTE FOR INHERITANCE/had given when he was in the plains of Moab, ON THE OTHER SIDE/across the JORDAN, BY/east of Jericho. But to the tribe of Levi Moses had given no inheritance, the Lord, the God of Israel is their inheritance, as He promised- Ex 32:26-29; Num 8:15-22; Deu 10:8-9. God accepted the tribe of Levi as belonging to Him as a replacement for the firstborn of all the tribes.  
CHAPTER 14

14:1-5 The Land Shared out under Joshua

14:1-2 These are the areas the Israelites received as an inheritance in the land of Canaan which Eleazar the priest- At a later date called High Priest, the successor of Aaron, Ex 6:23-25; 28:1; Num 3:2; 20:25-28; 26:60; Deu 10:6; 1 Chr 6:3; 24:1-2. And so the one ordained to seek the Lord's guidance using the Urim and Thummim, Num 27:19-22. Joshua the son of Num- Being given his full title to show that the one who conquered the land also allotted it - both under God. the heads of the tribal clans of Israel- One from every tribe, and God named who they were to be, Num 34:18-29. DISTRIBUTED FOR AN INHERITANCE/allotted to them- Carrying out Num 32:28; 34:16-19. 

Their inheritances were assigned by lot- See Num 26:53-55; 33:54. The number of people in the tribe was to be taken into consideration. Probably the general area was decided by Lot, and the size by the number of the tribe, Num 26:53-56. Only the strong were likely to be able to take over the highly desirable but still strongly defended fertile plains, and they could be strong only if their heart land was adequate to keep them strong. Yet the needs of the tribes weaker in numbers and spirit weren't neglected. The good of all His people has always been in God's mind, Deu 32:8; Acts 17;26-27; 2 Cor 4:5. Israel was to bear this in mind, Deu 8:18, and so should we. 

When cast in obedience to God's will, the lot was a reliable guide to that will, Prov 16:33. It seems likely the Urim and Thummim were involved. They were kept in the breastplate of judgment on the High Priest's Ephod/jacket, which was doubled over to make a pocket, Ex 28:15-16. Lap, in Prov 16:33 could mean bosom, referring to clothing covering it as in Ex 4:6-7. Cp Ephod 1 Sam 2:28; 14:3; 23:6, 9-12; 30:7-8. The lot is said to have come up, come forth, and come out, 18:11; 19:1; 19:7, all fitting the withdrawal of either Urim or Thummim from the Ephod. Phineas got an answer in Judg 20:26-28. Decisions about the genuiness of claims to priesthood couldn't be settled without an Ephod for the High Priest, Ezra 2:61-63. See also 1 Sam 14:41; 1 Chr 6:63; 25:7-8; Neh 11:1; Prov 18:18. The use of the lot demonstrated obedience - putting themselves and situation into God's hands, Num 26:55-56; 32:29-32. No mechanical method of discovering God's will has been laid down for Christians - prayer for guidance, and discussion with mature Christians is the norm, Acts 15:6, 12, 15, 28. See booklet on Guidance. 

From Gen 1:20, 24 onward God is seen to delegate responsibilities/ stewardship, but he never becomes an idle spectator, Ps 127:1-4. We're responsible to do what we can to care for ourselves and others, but at the same time are to rest cheerfully in acceptance of what the Lord provides, Eph 4:28; 2 Th 3:11-12; 1 Tim 5:6-8; Heb 13:5. God's promises and our inheritance are spoken of in Jer 31:3; Mt 20:23; Jn 6:27; Acts 13:8; 26:18; Eph 1:3-14; Col 1:12; 2 Th 2:13-14; 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 1:2; Heb 9:11-15; 1 Pet 1:2-4; 5:3; 2 Pet 1:1. Our inheritance is also a reward, Ps 19:11; Prov 11:18; Mt 5:11; 16:27; 25:23; Mk 10:30; 1 Cor 3:8; 2 Cor 9:6; Gal 6:7-8; Eph 6:8; Col 3:23-24; Heb 4:3-11; 1 Tim 4:8; Rev 2:10. Both are true, but our works are the outcome of God's grace-given, spirit-empowered work in us, Isa 25:12; Phil 2:12-13, so that the glory that results far outweighs any effort or suffering of ours, 2 Cor 4:17. Still the promise of reward, the goal set before us, is an encouragement to us, Ps 126:6; 1 Cor 15:58; Gal 6:9; Heb 11:26; 12:2. That Paul should evangelise the Gentiles wasn't optional - it was the LOT God chose him - but the way he lived while evangelising was his choice, 1 Cor 9:16-17. (For me - God called to Bible Study, but I'm responsible for how I use the ability.) 

14:3-5 Moses had granted the two and a half tribes their inheritance.. for the sons of Joseph had become two tribes- As ordained by Jacob, Gen 48:5. but.. the Levites received no share of the land- Dropped out so as to keep the numbers of tribes inheriting the land, to 12. This freed Levi to be a non-political tribe ministering spiritually to the 12 tribes. but only towns to live in with pasture lands- Migras. The word is used in Num 32:1-5. So the Israelites divided the land as the Lord commanded Moses.

14:6-15:63 The Allotment for Judah

(There are several possible reasons for this to be given first. The first area conquered was in the south, covering Judah's territory, and there God's intervention is most clearly seen. Caleb, of Judah was the first to take the initiative and claim the area promised to him. As with the transjordan tribes, Moses had made promises to Caleb and Joshua for their loyalty to God's will. In Jacob's foretelling of tribal destinies, the future Leader was to come from Judah. Judah had lead Israel on all their wilderness marches, and were the largest tribe, Num 10:14.)

14:6-9 Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal.. Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite- 
 Said- Caleb was to be one of those in charge of distributing the land, Num 34:17-19, so he brought witnesses with him to be seen to be acting righteously. You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God, about you and me IN/at Kadesh Barnea- God's word to individuals may well direct them as to what they should claim by Faith and attempt to do, Neh 2:12. I was forty years old when.. to explore the land, and I brought back a report according to my convictions- Along with Joshua He'd viewed the Land in obedient faith, confident that God would keep His promises, and committed to obey Him, Num 32:12; Deu 1:36. Cp Nehemiah's heart concern, Neh 2:12. 

But my brothers who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt with fear- By their unbelief which coloured their report, Num 13:30; 14:6-9, 43; Deu 1:34-36. I however followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly- Used of being loyal to God and avoiding idolatry, 22:16, 18, 23, 30; Deu 13:4; 1 Sam 7:2; 12:20, etc. The value God set on Caleb's loyalty, and that it was the determining characteristic of his life, is seen in that it's mentioned also in Num 14:2; 32:12; Deu 1:36. Caleb's words are an encouragement to all who live and serve among discouraged people. So Moses swore to me the land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and your children forever- Deu 1:36. This enlarges on Num 14:24, Deu 1:36. because you followed the Lord wholeheartedly. 

14:10-12 Just as the Lord promised He has kept me alive for forty five years- Caleb says 45 years since Kadesh Barnea - so 40 years in wilderness, 5 years since. Caleb testifies to the Lord's faithfulness to his promise that has brought him within reach of its fulfilment - including his being fit for the battle involved. He's the person to whom the promise was made, and he intends personally to fulfil it. Caleb believed God was faithful to his announced purpose, as David did, 2 Sam 7:25; Ps 31:15; 66:9. So here I am.. eighty five years old.. still as strong.. vigorous to go out to battle.. as then. 
Now give me THIS MOUNTAIN/hill country, the Lord promised me- The 12 spies had been there and the walled city of Hebron and its inhabitants were part of their report. Hebron is in the hill country 25 miles south of Jerusalem. You yourself heard then, that the Anakites were there and their cities large and fortified; but the Lord WILL BE WITH/helping me I will drive them out just as He said- He took his preserved, God-given strength of body and spirit, as a witness that God would fulfil his promise to him/through him. But Caleb's trust was in God, not merely in the gifts God had given to him. it's in our Joshua/ Christ Jesus, that we claim the promises of God - Christ Himself is THE Amen, the true witness, Rev 3:14, but by His grace we say our Amen by claiming what we can of His promises, and God is glorified in the measure we do that, 2 Cor 1:20. God's promises so actively claimed by faith, resulted in the mighty Anakites being wiped out from Hebron. Cp Gen 16:2; Judg 1:21; 2 Sam 5:6.

14:13-15 Then Joshua blessed him and gave Caleb Hebron as an inheritance- Josh 10:36-37 says Israel, under Joshua, conquered Hebron. Unless the Amorites had re-taken Hebron, what follows gives the added information that under Joshua, it was Caleb who was granted the city, and led the attack. 

So Hebron belonged to Caleb.. ever since because he followed the Lord.. wholeheartedly. The city itself was later allotted to the priests, but Caleb kept the countryside. Spiritual Faith/blessing may be associated with material blessings, Gen 1:28; 26:3; 28:3-4; Ps 37:22; Deu 15:4, 14; 16:10, 17, but we must beware of seeking them, Ps 62:10; Mk 4:18-19; 1 Tim 6:10; Heb 13:5. Then the land had rest from war- This seems to echo 11:23, which suggests that Caleb's request initiated the conquest of Hebron under Joshua, recorded in 10:36-37. If so it's repeated here with the detail that justifies it being included under the heading of distribution of tribal territories. Further details are given in Judges 1. 

CHAPTER 15 

15:1-63  Judah's Inheritance

(While Dan, Simeon and Benjamin were granted land within these boundaries, the whole area was later included in the Kingdom of Judah. The western border is only broadly outlined - it wasn't under Israel's control until the time of David. The lists are of little interest today as many of the names are never mentioned again, and impossible to identify now. But the lists assure us that the Lord is interested in all the details of the lives of His people. The boundary is given, then the share of Caleb and his nephew Othniel, the towns listed, and finally those still in Canaanite hands. That Judah's portion was allotted first was appropriate as Reuben's forfeited birthright of Leadership passed on to Judah, (That of a double portion went to Joseph.) Gen 49:8-12, and confirmed by history, 2 Ki 17:18. )

15:1-12 THE LOT/allotment for Judah.. extended down to the BORDER/ territory of Edom.. their southern boundary.. the southern end of the Salt Sea.. over to the south of Kadesh Barnea- Israel's main base during the 40 years in the wilderness, Deu 1:46. to the Wadi of Egypt. The eastern boundary the Salt Sea, the northern boundary started from the.. mouth of Jordan.. up to Beth Hoglah.. Valley of Achor.. to Gilgal.. Valley of Ben Hinnom to the SOUTH SIDE/southern slope of the Jebusite city.. Jerusalem- Jerusalem wasn't in Judah's territory until David captured it. Valley of GIANTS/Rephaim.. Baalah. Beth Shemesh 
 Timnah.. to the northern slope of Ekron.. Jabneel.. the sea. The western boundary.. the Great Sea. These are the boundaries.. FAMILIES/ clans- Marking the end of the list by repeating its beginning, 15:1. 

15:13-19 In accordance with the Lord's command.. Joshua gave Kiriath Arba/Hebron to Caleb- Double names - Bethel/Luz, Dan/Laish, etc fit the town into its history. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had lived near Hebron, and were buried there, Gen 13:8; 23:17-20; 35:27. Judah received the heartland of Abraham and the promises made to him should have been a great stimulus to faith in God's promises. Caleb drove out the Anakites Sheshai.. Talmai.

He marched against.. Debir/Kiriath Sepher. Caleb said I will give my daughter Acsah.. to the man who.. captures Kiriath Sepher- Cp David in 2 Sam 5:6-15. This isn't recorded as an example for us to follow, but it rings true to Caleb's character. Othniel- He may have already been in love with Acsah, and was given the chance to prove worthy of her. Acsah's later action showed she wasn't a helpless chattel! Caleb gave a younger man the chance to win a victory by Faith, establish a reputation for Godly leadership, and so become the 1st Judge, Judg 3:9.

One day as she came to Othniel, She urged him to ask her father for a field- A dowry often went with a bride. The Hebrew text is unclear, but Othniel apparently asked and Caleb gave him a grant of land in the Negev along with his daughter. She, a strong, practical character like her father, personally requested permanent water supplies to be included in the gift. Acsah.. Caleb asked What can I do for you? .. Since you have given me land in the Negev, give me also springs of water- They were important, Ps 126:4. He gave her the upper and lower springs- Either would have been sufficient perhaps, but like God the great Giver, Caleb gave generously. There's a blessing on husbands and wives asking in prayer for the common good, Mt 18:19 - in contrast to Isaac and Rebekah. A request that will enable us to make effective use of what God has given us - like Solomon's, 1 Ki 3:5-15 - isn't forbidden coveting. Acsah is an example for us of a woman determined to receive her full inheritance. Cp persistent women supplicants to Jesus, Mt 9:20-22; 15:21-28; 26:7-15; Mk 7:24-30; 14:3-9; Lk 2:36-38; 7:11-15, 36:50; 8:43-48; 13:10-17; 18:1-5. Their requests weren't always approved, but the Lord urges us all to persistent prayer.

15:20-32 The inheritance of.. Judah.. The southernmost towns.. Kabzeel.. Dimonah.. Kedesh.. Ziph.. Beersheba- Gen 21:31; 26:33; 46:1. Hormah- Num 14:45; 21:3. Ziklag- 1 Sam 27:6. twenty nine towns with and their villages- The Hebrew has 29, but seems to list 36. LXX say 29 and lists 30. This is because it's not clear which words are town names and which are descriptive remarks. Or perhaps towns that were passed on to Simeon are subtracted from the total. 

15:33-47 IN THE VALLEY/western foothills; Eshtaol, Zorah- Samson's town, Judg 13. Tappuah.. Jarmuth, Adullam.. Mizpah.. Lachish.. Eglon.. Makkedah, Libnah.. Keilah- 1 Sam 23. Ekron, with its surrounding settlements- Note the change in the description. These Philistine cities were on a fertile plain, intensely cultivated and prosperous, so the description reflect this.. All in the vicinity of Ashdod with surrounding settlements.. Caza..

15:48-62 In the MOUNTAINS/hill country Shamir.. Hebron.. Maon- Nabal's town, 1 Sam 25:2. Carmel.. Jezreel- Southern ones, not where Elijah triumphed. Gibeah.. Kiriath Baal/Kiriath Jearim- In Benjamin's list also.  (LXX adds Tekoah, Bethlehem, Peor.. 11 cities. Critics who claim the Jews didn't make up these lists until the Kingdom ignore the fact that omitting Bethlehem would be impossible after it became famous as David's home town.) In the WILDERNESS/desert- Between the Judean hills and the Dead Sea. City of Salt, En Gedi.

15:63 Judah could not DRIVE OUT/dislodge the Jebusites living in Jerusalem.. to this day- In Judges 1:8 they took Jerusalem, but it seems to have been recaptured by the Jebusites. Judah shared responsibility to expel them with Benjamin. It was on Judah's boundary, and they couldn't have taken over the Hinnom Valley while Jebusites held Jerusalem, 15:8, That Judah's David captured the city later may be the reason for including it here. 

CHAPTER 16

16:1-17:18 The Inheritance of Ephraim & West Manasseh
(Joseph had been given the double portion/birthright forfeited by Reuben, Gen 49:4; 1 Chr 5:1-2, so his two sons were counted as sons by Jacob, Gen 48:5. Their territory had special links with Jacob, Gen 48:21-22, which gave them prominence, and strengthened their faith.)

16:1-4 The LOT/allotment for Joseph began at Jordan.. east of the waters of Jericho- The large spring still exists there. Through.. Bethel.. Arkites- Hushai came from there, 2 Sam 5:22.. Beth Horon, to Gezer ending at the sea. So Manasseh and Ephraim.. received their inheritance- In describing the inheritance the two tribes are treated as separate strands interwoven into a united whole. This gives a clear general idea of the whole territory, but the details for each tribe are unclear. In any case we often can't identify today the sites referred to. Ephraim is treated as the more important, Gen 48:13-20. Ephraim's central locality, closer to Jerusalem, and only half Manasseh being west of Jordan are also factors in this.

16:5-9 This was the BORDER/territory of Ephraim.. from Ataroth Addar- Ataroth the grand, as distinct from the Ataroth in 16:7. To upper Beth Horon.. touched Jericho.. Jordan. From Tappuah west to Kanah ravine and ended at the sea- The boundary between Ephraim and Manasseh was along Wadi Fara'a to the Jordan, and Wadi Kanah to the Sea. It also included.. towns set aside for Ephraimites within the inheritance of Manasseh- Manasseh was able to welcome Ephraimites to occupy towns within their territory. 

15:10 They did not dislodge the Canaanites living in Gezer- Judg 1:29. Not Israelite until Pharaoh's gift to Solomon, apparently, 1 Ki 9:15-16, but see 2 Sam 5:25. To this day the Canaanites live among the people of Ephraim, but are required to do forced labour- Such failure brought grief to Israel for many years. It resulted in financial gain, and spiritual loss. 16end

CHAPTER 17

17:1-6 This was the allotment for Manasseh.. as Joseph's firstborn.. for Makir- He was the only son of Manasseh, Gen 50:23; Num 26:29. The FATHER/ancestor of the Gileadites; because HE WAS A MAN OF WAR/the Makirites were great soldiers- The character of an ancestor and that of his descendants are often closely linked in Hebrew thinking - Nathanael is like Israel (not Jacob) Jn 1:47. Makir is identified with/seen as the source of the actions of his descendants as they fought aggressively in conquering their territory, Num 32:39. 

So this allotment was for the rest of.. Manasseh- Those not settled in Gilead. by their FAMILIES/the clans Abiezer.. Helek.. Asriel.. Shechem.. Hepher.. Shemida. These are the other male descendants of Manasseh.. by their clans- As Manasseh had only one son, Makir, Makir's sons headed separate clans. Now Zelophehad son of Hepher.. had only daughters.. Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah- 

They went to Eleazar the priest.. Joshua.. and the PRINCES/leaders saying, the Lord commanded Moses to give us an inheritance among our brothers- Actually, cousins. They had to marry within the tribe so that their land remained within the tribe. Manasseh's share.. ten tracts.. beside Gilead and Bashan because the daughters received an inheritance among the sons- That is the clans descended from Hepher's 5 grand-daughters received their inheritance alongside the clans descended from their father Hepher's 5 brothers. 

17:7-11 The COAST/territory of Manasseh extended from Asher to Micmethath east of Shechem.. southward.. Manasseh had the land of Tappuah, but Tappuah itself.. belonged to the Ephraimites. The boundary continued south to the Kanah ravine. There were towns belonging to Ephraim among the towns of Manasseh, but the boundary of Manasseh was the northern side of the ravine.. sea. On the south side the land belonged to Ephraim.. The territory of Manasseh reached the sea and bordered on Asher of the north and Issachar on the east. Within Issachar and Asher Manasseh also had Beth Shan and her towns, Ibleam.. Dor.. Endor.. Taanach.. Megiddo- This was a formidable line of walled cities, able to act together and use their combined chariot forces on the fertile, densely populated plain of Jezreel. As Saul's body was fastened to the wall of Beth Shan, they obviously co-operated with the Philistines against Israel, 1 Sam 31:10. 

17:12-15 Yet the Mannassites were not able to DRIVE OUT THE INHABITANTS OF THOSE CITIES/occupy these towns, for the Canaanites were determined to live in that region. However, When the Israelites grew stronger they subjected the Canaanites to TRIBUTE/forced labour- Mas. The Canaanite King of Megiddo in one of the Tel Amarna letters says that Pharaoh's fields at Shunem were being cultivated by Mas. After the defeat of Sisera, Canaanites may have been conscripted to do such work for Israel. It would seem a limited dominance - dominance in limited areas, until the time of David and Solomon - such notes may have been added over the years as they became appropriate. Solomon made great use of forced labour at a later date, 1 Ki 4:6; 9:21.

The people of Joseph said to Joshua.. Why have you given us only one LOT/allotment.. seeing we are numerous- Ephraim was known for its pride, Judg 8:1; 11:9, 30-31. Perhaps they were influenced by the fact that Joseph had been Lord over Egypt, but his descendants were great in covetousness, but timid in conquest of the rich valley land. 

If you are so numerous, Joshua answered If the hill country of Ephraim is too small for you, go into the forest and clear land for yourselves in the land of the Perizzites and GIANTS/Rephaites- Driven into the hill country when later Canaanite tribes took over the cities. Cp Gen 14:5; Deu 2:20. The Israelites seem to have viewed their inheritances in terms of the cities with already cleared/farmed land around them, Josh 24:13, rather than by area. The only such land not distributed was around Hazor, and giving it to Ephraim would have left no such land for other tribes. Ephraim's territory had forested land which could be brought into cultivation - though less easily farmed, no doubt. That there was a considerable clearing of forests, and building of terraces on the hill slopes for farming, from the 12th century onward shows that Joshua's command was obeyed. 

17:16-17 The people of Joseph replied, The hill country is not enough and all the Canaanites who live in the plain have- Chariots were useful only on relatively level surfaces. iron 
 chariots- Probably iron axles. The archaeological evidence shows Israelite settlements spread throughout the hill country, leaving the sophisticated city culture of the fertile plains unchanged Canaanite for many years in some cases. 

Joshua.. You are numerous and very powerful. You will have not only one allotment, but the forested hill country as well.. though the Canaanites have iron chariots.. you can drive them out- As with ourselves, the very arguments they use to plead for special treatment count against them. It's no use asking for more blessing when we're not claiming and using what God has allotted to us. There is a constant need for God's people to hold in balance what He has promised to do for them, and what they are responsible to do for themselves. 

CHAPTER 18

18:1-19:51  Distribution of the Rest of the Land

(Rest from war, 14:14, sounds good, but is so only if war has been fought until the goal has been achieved. The perils of partial victory are real. Judah and Joseph settled for less than complete possession. Their lack of obedient faith robbed them of God's empowering. Perhaps self-confidence, played a part, as in 7:3-5; Num 14:45; Judg 16:20. We too, unless we keep trusting, fighting and alert will miss much blessing God wishes to give us, 1 Tim 6:12; 1 Cor 15:58; 16:13.) 

18:1-2 The whole CONGREGATION/assembly of the Israelites ASSEMBLED TOGETHER/gathered- Note also united action in 9:15, 18-19, 21, 27. at Shiloh- N E of Bethel 
 Gilgal was the place where they had in symbol taken up the covenant/put the flesh to death, and celebrated Redemption, and begun to provide their own food, 5:2-12. Hopefully they were not rejecting those requirements in moving to the more central and easily defended town of Shiloh- Peace. God may have told them to go, or the move was so logical, that having submitted the idea to God and had it confirmed, they moved confident of His will in the matter. In the face of changing circumstances God's people are required to both seek God's will, and to show initiative. 

Set up the TABERNACLE OF THE CONGREGATION/Tent of Meeting there- The sacred tent in which the Ark was kept, Ex 25:8; 27:21, called the House of the Lord, 6:24; 22:10; Ex 34:26. It being set up permanently fulfilled God's promise to be among His people when they had settled in the land, Lev 26:11-12; Deu 12; 2 Sam 7:1-2. It remained there until the time of Samuel, 1 Sam 4:3. By Judg 2:10 Israel had turned from the knowledge of the Lord. When God raised up Elijah and Elisha to revive Israel, they centred on Gilgal, not Shiloh. 2 Ki 2:1- which had long been burned in judgment and abandoned, probably at the time of Eli's death, 1 Sam 4:10-22; Jer 26:6-9; 41:5. Gilgal isn't popular with worldly Christians. Shiloh was a name for Messiah, Gen 49:10, but this "Rest" failed - they settled there in slackness re the conquest. In thinking of shifting place of residence or worship verses to bear in mind are Ps 37:5, 7; 62:5; Prov 4:26; 14:15; 15:19.

The country was brought under their control- 11:23; 14:15. A positive attitude that sounds rather smug. They no longer feared Canaanite attacks. The Tabernacle and presumably the base camp was moved from an active site, Gilgal- Rolling, to a passive one Shiloh- Rest. But, they were resting with more than half Israel living in temporary conditions without settled property, or work. Under God Joshua had made the land open to settlement, and they had been slow to respond. They were free to set up permanent homes and farms, without fear of more than local resistance. But.. seven tribes had yet received their inheritance- 

18:3-6 Joshua said.. How long will you wait before you begin to take possession of the land the Lord, the God of your fathers has given you?- A distinction is made between the war of conquest, and the tribal wars of occupation, though they overlap in the case of Caleb and Hebron etc. Inaction is still a sin. It's sad when preachers/ parents who don't care enough produce congregations/families that don't care enough, and so ignore the basic requirement for life, secular or spiritual, Gen 3:19; Ps 99:32; Prov 6:6-11; 20:4; Jer 4:3; Hos 10:12; Lk 19:20-26; 1 Cor 15:58; 2 Th 2:10-12, etc. God's people were IN the promised land, yet living off loot/the stored previous harvests. They needed to take up their place in God's order, and build for increasing, long term harvests for the good of all. Christians may also drift into a church, enjoy what is offered, and move on to another without making the effort to settle down and contribute to the production of the benefits and blessings. They wish to claim the benefits of the Cross of Christ while resisting its claims and remaining at heart its enemies, Gal 2:20; Phil 3:18-19. They may delude themselves that they're eternally secure without any commitment to be what God saves people for, Rom 8:30; Gal 1:4; 2 Pet 1:2-12. They ignore the plain teaching of Lk 9:62; Rom 8:13; 1 Cor 10:7-10; Gal 2:20; Phil 2:12; Col 1:23; Heb 6:12-13; 12:1-3; Jude 20. Staying in a camp must have led to endless quarrelsome competitiveness for dwindling resources of loot, and grazing for stock - this must have become a full-time occupation! The spiritual depression that comes from living as a selfish Christian - as opposed to active faith/obedience - also becomes a wearying full time occupation. 

Appoint three men from each tribe. I will send them- Cp the congregation selecting deacons for the Apostles to appoint, Acts  6:3. They must involve themselves in the process so as to make it their own work, and reap the benefit. God made the need obvious to Joshua. He as leader stirred up the congregation to act. God still uses ministers of His Word to open something of the glories of the fruitful lands to stir up converts into seeking some of it for themselves. An eternal weight of Glory that's worth suffering for, 1 Cor 4:17.

Make a survey of the land and write a description- As preparation for dividing the land into fair portions, as tribal inheritances, to be allocated by lot. The descriptions are vague at times which fits the fact that some areas were still in Canaanite hands. Then COME AGAIN/return to me- They would gain at least an overview of the possibilities God had provided for them, and this would stimulate a desire to have something for themselves of what they had seen. The map-making expedition was a responsible way of going about fulfilling God's command/intention and there doesn't seem to have been any need to consult Him for specific directions. We too face such situations. 

You are to divide the land into seven parts- They could no longer excuse their inaction by saying God hadn't guided them as to which was their portion, etc. Human responsibility extends to exploring the possibilities, recording them, weighing them up, and THEN turning to God for the final decision by lot. They were to take the initiative and parcel up the unclaimed land into seven fair shares, ready for God and His agent Joshua to apportion it out. 

Judah.. remain in its territory.. Joseph in its- The East Jordan tribes had been settled. Then the three tribes marked by aggressive obedient faith, linked with Caleb and Joshua. Now the remaining tribes must be pushed into action. The process of allotment had changed, but it was a continuance of the Lord's will adjusted to the reality that the remaining tribes showed no initiative. When WE look to the Lord to guide us into the sphere of work He has for us, we can expect that sphere to fit round and support the work He is already doing through others - not simply ask to be given what someone already has.

After you have written descriptions.. bring them here to me- Their first responsibility was to report to Joshua - ours is to report to our Lord, Lk 10:17; Rom 14:12. The seven tribes, through their representatives, must be encouraged to act by closer acquaintance with the possibilities of the unoccupied land. And so be ready to appreciate and use well what God would give them by lot. I will cast lots for you BEFORE/in the presence of the Lord our God- Each tribe's inheritance came  by their response of faith to God, and His gift, but also by His sovereign over-ruling expressed in the lot. For all time, every Israelite could know that he was where he was by God's ordaining, the choice of his ancestors, and for the continuing fulfilment of the purposes of God - as WELL AS his present enjoyment, and thanksgiving to God, Deu 26:1-11.

18:7 THE LEVITES HAVE NO PART/do not get a portion, the priestly service of the Lord is their inheritance- Deu 18:1-8. This is said in 13:14, 33; 14:3-4, and their share listed in 21:1-42. Gad, Reuben, half tribe of Manasseh have their inheritance-1:12-18; 13:8-33.

18:8-10 THE MEN WENT/started on their way.. to write a description of it- Joshua had the Law copied in writing to guide the people, 8:32-34; 24:26, and now this map would be used in dependence on the Lord. His Written Word is both our Law, and sets out the inheritance that we're to claim. Any tendency to view as merely symbolical, or non-real the description of Israel receiving their place in the promised land is ruled out by the constant reference to physical, practical actions. We aren't able to establish exact territories, or identify the site of many towns, but are given the clear impression that Israel was involved in a practical, material fulfilment of God's promises that put food in their stomachs, and roofs over their heads, and work into their hands. As well as being a means of grace and spiritual blessing - fellowship with the Lord in whose land they settled down to live with Him as His tenant, Lev 25:23.

Return to me and I will cast lots for you here at Shiloh.. BEFORE/in the presence of the Lord- 14:1-5. It was important that the Lord was in the midst of His people, available for consultation, and worship - available to all as Shiloh was in a central position. This reminds us that the Lord/the worship of the Lord is still central, the main source of unity and mutual encouragement for His people, Mt 18:19; Lk 22:14-20; 1 Cor 11:23-26;  Heb 10:25. The men went through the land.. wrote a description town by town in seven parts and returned.. Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh BEFORE/in the presence of the Lord- Judah and Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) had already been allotted their shares at Gilgal. The remaining tribes were fitted around them, taking up areas not already utilised by either. there he distributed the land to the Israelites.

18:11-28 Benjamin's Inheritance

(A rather small area, but fertile, and central, with important witnesses to God's intervention - Gilgal with its cairn, ruined Jericho, and Bethel where God appeared to Jacob, Gen 28:18-22; 35:1-15. Benjamin's borders overlapped those of Ephraim (linked through Rachel their shared mother) and Judah, (with whom they would in future be linked when Jerusalem was created a blessing, Isa 19:24.) Benjamin had the fierce courage of the wolf, Gen 49:27, as seen in Judg 19-20. Paul, the Benjamite showed similar courage in a better cause, Phil 3. Moses prophesied that the Lord would be closely associated with. Benjamin, Deu 33:12, and the Temple was in Benjamin's territory - although the city of David was in Judah's by right of conquest. Cp Ps 125:2.) 

18:11-20 The lot of.. Benjamin.. between.. Judah.. Joseph. Their BORDER/boundary.. began at Jordan, passed.. northern slope of Jericho headed west.. Bethel.. south of Lower Beth Horon.. turned south.. Kiriath Jearim.. was the western side. The southern side.. came out at.. Nephtoah.. the foot of the hill facing Ben Hinnom north of the Valley of the GIANTS/Rephaim. DESCENDED/continued down Hinnom Valley along southern slope of the Jebusite city to En Rogel.. curved north.. to En Shemesh.. Geliloth.. Salt Sea at the END/mouth of Jordan. 
 
18:21-28 The tribe of Benjamin had the cities Jericho.. Beth Arabah.. Bethel.. Ophrah- These seem to have come under Ephraimite control when the kingdoms divided, although the heartland of Benjamin remained loyal to Judah. Gibeon.. Ramah.. MIZPEH/Mizpah- 1 Sam 7:5; 10:17; 1 Ki 15:22; 2 Ki 25:23. JEBUSI/the Jebusite city/Jerusalem.. Gibeah.. this IS/was the inheritance of Benjamin- The town lists aren't exhaustive. Anathoth, Jeremiah's town, Jer 1:1, isn't listed here, but is listed as given to the Levites from Benjamin's lot, 21:18. 18end

CHAPTER 19

#19:1-51 The Inheritances of Other Tribes

(Simeon had numbered 59,300 in Num 1:23, but in Num 26:14 had been reduced to 22,200 - through involvement in rebellion/punishment perhaps.)

19:1-9 The second lot came out for Simeon.. their inheritance WAS/lay within.. Judah- (Simeon was scattered, lost tribal identity, deprived of independent action, Gen 49:5-7. Cp Levi being scattered in blessing, Num 25:6-13, as a result of their fierceness being dedicated to God/placed under His control/at His service, Deu 33:8-11.) THEY HAD IN THEIR INHERITANCE/included Beersheba AND/or Sheba- Possibly Shema as in 15:26. As Simeon merged into Judah Beer Sheba is said to belong to Judah in 1 Ki 19:3. Hormah.. Ziklag.. RAMATH/Ramah OF/in the SOUTH/Negev. The inheritance of the Simeonites was taken out of the PORTION/share of Judah because Judah's portion was more than they needed- Judah had taken the initiative and conquered/claimed more than it needed, and seems to have gladly welcomed Simeon to share with them. The Lord who came from Judah was like this, granting to us freely what He had won. What a blessing it is when God's servants welcome others to share with them what God has given them and they have exerted themselves to grasp.  Cp Barnabas, Acts 11:25. That Judah received it's portion by lot/ at God's direction doesn't rule out part of that land being given to Simeon by lot - All was under God. 

 (Zebulun is mentioned little, but played a creditable part, Judg 5:18; 1 Chr 12:33. Zebulun's land doesn't reach the sea, although both Jacob and Moses Gen 49:13; Deu 33:18-19, say they will be enriched by the sea. That doesn't require direct involvement - merely the supplying of maritime requirements, and the passing on to others of sea-borne products, Acts 12:20. In the NT it, with Naphtali, was the core of Galilee to whom Christ reveled Himself, Mt 4:15-16. And the faithful eleven disciples were all Galileans. )

19:10-16 The third lot came up for Zebulun.. their BORDER/boundary went as far as Sarid.. Going west it ran to Marilah.. reached to the ravine near Jokneam.. turned east.. Japhia.. Gath Hepher.. Shimron.. these towns and villages were the inheritance of Zebulum- Brief descriptions may indicate that the surveyors were away from Israelite territory and were too cautious to make more than a general survey.

(Issachar was to live in tents, a pastoral people, although the fertile plain of Jezreel was in their territory it long resisted them. As in the body of Christ, tribes were different, with different roles, but each had the possibility and responsibility to contribute to the good of the whole, and its achievement of God's purposes, 1 Cor 12:17. )

19:17-23 The fourth lot.. Issachar.. their BORDER/territory included Jezreel.. Shunem- 2 Ki 4:8. KISHION/Shion.. Tabor.. ended at Jordan- A number of these towns are mentioned in Egyptian records. This is the inheritance of Issachar.

19:24-31 The fifth lot came out for Asher.  their BORDER/territory included Helkath.. Beten.. REACHED TO/touched Carmel.. Beth Dagon.. Zebulun.. Cabul.. as far as GREAT ZIDON/greater Sidon.. to the STRONG/fortified city of Tyre- This suggests that the cities themselves weren't part of the territory allotted to the tribes of Israel. 
 Achzib.. Aphek, Rehob.. These towns and their villages were the inheritance of Asher- A list of towns Asher failed to conquer is given in Judges 1:31-32.

(Naphtali, like Zebulun, had positive things prophesied of it. NT Capernaum and Bethsaida were in its territory.)

19:32-39 The sixth lot came out for Naphtali.. their COAST/boundary went from Heleph.. Jabneel.. ending at Jordan- The border is described as running eastward from Heleph, and what follows runs west from Heleph. This form of description is used in this chapter, but in the earlier boundaries, Judah, Ephraim etc the features are listed in circling order. west to Aznoth Tabor, It touched Zebulun on the south.. Asher on the west.. to JUDAH UPON 
 Jordan on the east  the FENCED/fortified cities were Ziddim.. Ramah, Hazor, Kedesh.. These towns and villages were the inheritance of Naphtali. 

 (Dan, one of the largest tribes, headed the last group of tribes in marching through the wilderness - a responsible position. The Danites were forced back into the hills, 19:47; Judg 1:35. Many moved north, fell into idolatry, Judg 18:30, and provided the site of Golden calf worship under Jeroboam, 1 Ki 12:28-29. Jacob had said Dan was a serpent, Gen 49:17, Moses had said a Lion's whelp, Deu 33:20. Samson the Danite was both. They were associated with ships in Judg 5:17 - presumably working under the Philistines or Canaanites at Joppa. )

19:40-48 The seventh lot.. for Dan.. their inheritance included Zorah, Eshtaol.. Ajalon.. Elon, Timnah, Ekron, Eltekeh, Gibbethon.. Gath Rimmon.. with the area facing Joppa. BUT THE COAST OF DAN WENT OUT- Literally "went out from them" perhaps in the sense of slipped through their fingers, they lost it. (TOO LITTLE- Is added to make sense.) FOR THEM/The Danites had difficulty taking possession of their territory- This fits what's recorded in Judg 1:34. The Samson story confirms the oppression Dan suffered. Ephraim moved into the area, Judg 1:34-36, and part seems to have been taken over by Judah. So they went up TO FIGHT AGAINST/attacked Leshem, took.. occupied it and named it Dan- This is described in Judg 18:1-31. It's added here - presumably after the event - because the allotment/placement of tribes in the land is being discussed. These towns.. inheritance of Dan.

(Joshua's Share The distribution of the land is neatly framed by mentioning Caleb's share first, and Joshua's last. Both were given what they asked for as a reward for their brave and faithful witnessing to God's ability to give Israel the land, Num 13:30; 14:6, 24, 30. Only when he had ensured that all Israel had received their inheritance did Joshua claim his own - as a Leader he was servant of all, Mt 20:25-28; Gal 5:22-26. But the Lord sees that he is given a fair and desirable share in Israel's inheritance, 1 Tim 5:17-18.)

19:49-50 When they had finished dividing the land.. the Israelites gave an inheritance to Joshua.. as the Lord had commanded- No specific command is recorded. However the allotment was a specific application of God's general command that Caleb and Joshua were entitled to a special share because of their faithful witness, Num 14:6. They gave him the CITY/town he asked for, Timnath Serah in the hill country of Ephraim- also called Timnath Heres, Judg 2:9.

19:51 These are the INHERITANCES/territories Eleazar the priest, Joshua.. heads of the FATHERS OF THE TRIBES/tribal clans.. of Israel DIVIDED/assigned by lot at Shiloh, BEFORE/in the presence of the Lord, AT THE DOOR OF/entrance to the TABERNACLE OF THE CONGREGATION/Tent of Meeting- This careful, full and solemn statement is appropriate because it's an important moment in Israel's history. It assures Israel for all time that God had completed His avowed purposes/promises in the distribution of the promised land to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. So they finished dividing the land.

CHAPTER 20

20:1-9  Cities of Refuge

(The land was the Lord's land, Lev 25:23, etc, so He made the rules for living in it. Murder- unjust killing would be a blot on the land, so laws were established to avoid it, Ex 21:12-21; Num 35:6, 9-34; Deu 4:41-43; 19:1-13. In Deu 4:41-43, 3 cities had been set aside east of Jordan. 3 more were to be set aside West of Jordan, Deu 19:2. See Appendix IV.)

20:1-4 Then the Lord said to Joshua.. Tell the Israelites to.. cities of refuge- Miqlat- Taking in. That they received the manslayer was the main point. They would be refuge only if he wasn't guilty of malicious intent. as I instructed you through Moses. So that anyone who kills.. UNAWARES/accidentally and unintentionally may flee there, and find protection from the avenger of blood- Goel- Kinsman-Redeemer-Avenger. Seeing that justice was done in killing the murderer of his relative, was only a small part of his responsibility, Ex 21:23-25; Lev 24:17; 25;25; Num 5:8; 35:16-28; Ruth 3:9, 13; Ps 19:14; Jer 32:7. Retribution rather than revenge was the essential thought. In a primitive, unorganised society this was a workable way of ensuring that the needs of justice would be met, as well as the social and economic needs of those who were unfortunate. Cp Ex 21:13. When he flees to one of these cities he is to stand at the entrance of the city gate- Ruth 4:1; Job 29:7. and state his case IN THE EARS OF/before the elders of that city- If they decided he might be innocent. they are to admit him into their city and give him a place to live with them.

20:5-6 If the avenger of blood pursues him, they must not surrender the one accused because he killed his neighbour unintentionally, AND HATED HIM NOT BEFORETIME/without malice aforethought. He is to stay in that city until he has stood FOR JUDGMENT/trial before the CONGREGATION/assembly- If they judged him to be a murderer they were to refuse him admission and hand him over to be dealt with by the avenger of blood, Deu 19:12. See also the role of city elders in the case of murder by an unknown person, Deu 21:3-9. If the verdict was innocent, he would be free to return home without being killed. Judging by what's said in Ex 21:28-31, although acquitted of murder the accused might still be liable to pay compensation. 

and until the death of the high priest THAT SHALL BE IN THOSE DAYS/who is serving at that time- Num 35:12, 25-28. Failing a trial being assembled - and in the lawless days of the Judges that might have been impossible, the cut-off point for revenge would be the death of the High Priest - a new start being made under his successor. The Altar was also a place of refuge, Ex 21:12-14, so the death of the priest who sacrificed at that altar, may have been considered to end the matter. It's our High Priest's death that frees us from the penalties of our sin and ultimately of the sin itself,  Gal 4:1-7; Heb 9:11-10:18. Then he may RETURN/go back to.. his own home..

20:7-9 They APPOINTED/set apart- Qadash- Made holy. The cities carried no holiness from the past. What had been merely cities for men to live in were now set apart to function in a special role for the good and blessing of His people as part of God's wise and loving provision. Kedesh in Galilee.. Naphtali- 12:22; 19:37. Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim- 8:30-35; 21:21; 24:1; Gen 12:6-7. Hebron.. Judah- 14:15; 15:13; 21:11; Gen 23:2; 49:29-32. On the east side of Jordan.. Bezer in the WILDERNESS/ desert.. Reuben- On the Moabite Stone, Mesha king of Moab, 2 Ki 3:4-5, claims to have conquered Bezer about 850 BC. Ramoth in Gilead.. Gad. Golan in Bashan.. Manasseh. 

Any Israelite, or STRANGER/alien- For aliens, see Lev 19:33-34; Deu 10:18-19. Who killed ANY PERSON UNAWARES/someone accidentally could flee to these.. cities and not be killed by the avenger of blood UNTIL HE STOOD/prior to standing trial before the CONGREGATION/assembly.

CHAPTER 21

21:1-42 The Levite's Receive their Share

(The special position of the Levites has been mentioned in 13:14, 33; 14:3; 18:7. They had done their share of the fighting which brought the land into Israel's possession. Now all the land has been allotted to tribes, at God's direction, their need for places to live must be met. In the secular world when a new nation is set up it's normal for the leadership to make its first priority the acquisition of wealth and power by the President, his family, supporters, etc. When Israel obtained possession of Canaan, Joshua, the political leader received his portion after all others had, 19:49-50, and the representatives of God - the Giver of the land - were LAST to receive theirs. )

21:1-3 The family heads of the Levites approached Eleazar the priest, Joshua.. and the heads of.. the TRIBES/other tribal families of the Israelites- Those responsible for distributing the land to the tribes, 14:1; 19:51; Num 34:16-29.. at Shiloh in Canaan- Settled in the land, and the Levites no longer carrying the Ark, 18:1. said the Lord commanded through Moses that you give us CITIES/towns to live in with SUBURBS/pasture lands- The open land extending about 1 mile/2 Km around the town, Num 35:5. 

Other tribes received a whole large block of land to develop as farm land, etc, but the Levites didn't as God had given them a special role to play in Israel. See Appendix IV for our CATTLE/livestock. So as the Lord commanded the Israelites gave the Levites the following CITIES/towns and their SUBURBS/pasture lands.

21:4-5 The first lot came out for the FAMILIES OF THE KOHATHITES/clan by clan- The constant use of the word LOT emphasises that every distribution was submitted to the Lord for His direction. The natural variation between the statements shows that it's a historical record, not an artificial list. The Kohathites had a pre-eminent role among the Levites, Num 18:1-6. Kohath was the second son of Levi. Choosing the second son is a feature of Scripture - Seth, not Cain, Isaac, not Ishmael, Jacob not Esau, David, not Saul. Cp 1 Cor 15:45-46. 

The Levites who were CHILDREN/descendants of Aaron the priest HAD BY LOT/were allotted thirteen CITIES/towns from.. Judah.. Simeon.. and Benjamin- The Tabernacle at Shiloh needed only a small staff. When the Temple was set up and functioning it was appropriate that a great pool of Priests should be available, and these cities were relatively close to Jerusalem. God made provision for what He knew the future would require. Levitical cities would normally have many residents from the surrounding country, but the Elders who ruled that city would be Levites. The priests were so few in number at first that they must have been a tiny minority. 
 

The rest of THE CHILDREN OF KOHATH/Kohath's descendants HAD BY LOT/were allotted ten CITIES/towns out of Ephraim.. Dan.. Manasseh.

21:6-8 The descendants of Gershon- Levi's firstborn. were allotted thirteen CITIES/towns from.. Issachar.. Asher.. Naphtali.. Manasseh in Bashan- For their work see Num 3:25-26; 4:24-26. The descendants of Merari- Third son of Levi. received twelve towns from Reuben.. Gad.. Zebulun- For their work seen Num 1:47-53; 3:33-37; 4:29-33. So the Israelites GAVE BY LOT/allotted the Levites these CITIES/towns and THEIR SUBURBS/pasture lands as the Lord had commanded through Moses.

21:9-19 From the tribes of Judah.. Simeon.. assigned to the descendants of Aaron.. because the first lot fell to them, Hebron.. in the hill country of Judah with the surrounding pasture lands. But the fields and villages around the city, they had given to Caleb. Libnah.. Jattir.. Eshtamoa.. Debir.. Beth Shemesh together with their pasture lands - nine towns from these two tribes.

And from Benjamin, Gibeon- Gibeon had been given special responsibility to supply wood and water for worship purposes, 9:27. This fits with their city being given to Aaron's family. Anathoth.. four towns. All the CITIES/towns of the descendants of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen together with their SUBURBS/pasture lands. Shiloh isn't mentioned, perhaps because it had already become a town for the High priest, before these towns were selected.

21:20-26 The rest of the Kohathite clans were allotted from the tribe of Ephraim: In the hill country of Ephraim they were given Shechem. (a city of refuge..) Gezer- That towns like Gezer were given to the Levites yet remained in Canaanite hands for a long time, 10:33; 16:10; Judg 1:29; 1 Ki 9:16, is a reminder that the welfare of the Levites, was closely linked with the welfare of Israel as a whole. They both contributed to national godliness, and benefited from it, or suffered from its lack. The land was allotted, as a challenge to take possession of it, 1:3-4; 13:6, 13. Many of the Levite towns are frontier towns under threat by Canaanites. or bases for attack on Canaanites. Beth Horon.. Four towns. From.. DAN.. Gibbethon, Aijalon, Gath Rimmon.. Out of.. Manasseh, Taanach, Gath Rimmon, two towns.. for the rest of the Kohathite clans.

21:27-33 The Levite clans of the Gershonites were given from.. Manasseh.. Golan in Bashan (a city of refuge) Be Eshtarah- Probably shortened from Beth Eshterah- House of Astoreth/Astarte. Ashtaroth in 1 Chr 6:71.  OUT OF/from Issachar, Kishion.. Jarmuth- May be called Remeth in 19:21, and Ramoth in 1 Chr 6:73. 
 four towns. OUT OF/from Asher, Mishal.. four towns. OUT OF/from Naphthali, Kedesh in Galilee (a city of refuge) All the towns of the Gershonites were thirteen, together with their pasture lands.

21:34-40 The Merarite clans (the rest of the Levites) were given from Zebulun, Jokneam.. Dimnah- The name isn't mentioned elsewhere. In Hebrew D, and R are very similar, and scribes at times misread and copied them wrongly. The town is called RIMMONO in 1 Chr 6:77. Presumably RIMMON, 19:13. OUT OF/from.. Reuben, Bezer.. four towns- 
 OUT OF/from.. Gad. Ramoth in Gilead (a city of refuge) Mahanaim.. Heshbon, together with their pasture-lands. 

21:41-42 The towns of the Levites.. were forty eight in all.. Each.. had pasture-lands- The constant repetition of this emphasised that the Levites had the USE of cities and adjacent pasture land. It wasn't an inheritance in the ordinary sense, as the Lord was their inheritance, 18:7. And ours - Ps 16:5. 

21:43-45 Grateful Recognition of the Lord's Faithfulness

(One of the purposes of the book of Joshua is to highlight the faithfulness of God who always keeps His word. This is a great comfort to His people in all ages since. It also challenges us to respond confidently to His commands and promises, knowing that it's certain to be worthwhile, Rom 10:11; 15:4; 1 Cor 1:9; 10:13; 15:58, etc. God's faithfulness to His proclaimed purpose is acknowledged as being total, 10:40-42; 11:23; 12:7-24; 23:1, 4. And it's made equally clear in the book of Joshua that Israel's response is incomplete, 13:2-6; 14:12; 17:12-18; 18:2; 23:5, 7, 12. And in spite of all God can do, it will remain so unless they set themselves to trust and obey Him. God's Sovereignty and human responsibility are constantly taught throughout Scripture. This faces us with a constant challenge to say with our lips and lives, AMEN to His promises, 2 Cor 1:20.) 

The Lord gave Israel all the land he had sworn to give to their FATHERS/forefathers- Gen 12:1-3; 15:18-21; 22:17-18; 24:7; 26:3; 50:24; Num 11:12; 14:16, 23; Deu 1:8,35; 6:10. and they took possession of it and settled there- All the land on which they had in faith set their feet, Josh 1:3, WITHIN the limits of the land promised to Abraham, etc. See 1:2-3, 6, 11, 13, 15; 2:9, 24; 5:6; 6:2, 16; 8:1, 7; 10:8, etc. God's oath is mentioned in Num 11:12; 14:16, 23; Deu 1:8, 35; 6:10, etc. The Christian faces the tension between the work which God has done on behalf of the sinner - called, justified, glorified - and his responsibility to reckon himself to be that, Rom 8. 

The Lord gave them rest on every side just as He had sworn to their forefathers- Gen 12:7. God had given Israel rest in possession of the land - i.e. they held a significant amount of it, adequate for their current needs, and the Canaanites had given up hope of driving them out. Rather as in recent years Israel's re-establishment in the land as a nation has been accepted as a fact - deeply regretted, resented, but inescapable - by the Arab nations in general. 

The Lord had preserved and multiplied them as He had promised, and their numbers were adequate to retain their hold, Gen 13:16; 15:16; 28:15; Ex 1:12. The whole land had been allotted to them for them to take up by obedient faith as the Lord gave opportunity. For what is meant by REST, see 1:13, 15; 22:4; 23:1; Ex 33:14; Deu 12:9-10. The meaning widened and deepened as seen in 2 Sam 7; 1 Ki 5:4, into Heb 4. The Lord will similarly keep His promises to us, 2 Cor 1:20. 

AND.. not one of THEIR ENEMIES withstood THEM- Again, this is true, to the limits to which they set out in obedient faith to take up the land which the Lord allotted to them. But tribes refused to attempt to drive out enemies with well equipped armies, 17:16, or strongly fortified cities, 15:63. In spite of Israel's failure at Ai, and Joshua's fear, 7:8; 12, God continued to be a blessing to Israel's friends, through that friendship, and an enemy to their enemies, through that enmity, Gen 12:3; Ex 23:22, Num 10:29-33, etc. The Lord DELIVERED/handed all their enemies INTO THEIR HAND/over to them.

Not one of all the Lord's good promises to.. Israel failed; every one was fulfilled- The National campaign had been successful, the tribes had received their inheritance, and they were in a position to move ahead and make it fully their own by walking with the Lord in obedient faith - as he had demonstrated with Jericho and Ai. They must meet His requirements if they were to be victorious. CP the praise to God in Rev 4; 5, etc.

22:1-24:33  Worship & Fellowship with God

(God has granted REST to Israel in that they were firmly established in the land He had promised. The final three chapters deal with their on-going worship and fellowship with God. God's people are safe only when their thoughts are concentrated on what God has done and on praising Him for that.)

CHAPTER 22

22:1-34 Proper Worship of God Unifies - not Divides

(The Transjordan Tribes had done their duty as Israel's vanguard, and were sent home. From now on the Jordan River would divide them PHYSICALLY from the rest of Israel. Was the ALTAR denying the unity of Israel, and claiming the right of the East Jordan tribes to worship the Lord independently of His appointed order?)

22:1-3 Then- When the situation in 21:43-45 had been achieved. Joshua CALLED/summoned the Reubenites, Gadites.. Manasseh.. You have done all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded.. I commanded you- Their request to remain East of Jordan was granted by God and by Moses, Num 32. Gilead etc was part of the promised land, Deu 34:1. As God was giving the land to Israel as a whole, every tribe needed to take part in conquering the land as a whole, Num 35. They volunteered to be the vanguard of the attack. Their force was a true army, being free from the encumbrance of family and flocks, 4:12-13. Moses accepted this as proof that they weren't motivated by selfishness and unbelief. Joshua had confirmed these conditions, 1:12-15, and now confirmed that they had fulfilled that requirement. You have KEPT/carried out the mission the Lord your God gave you. Sadly many of God's people have failed to keep such promises, as recorded of Ephraim in Ps 78:9-10. 

22:4 Now that the Lord has given your brothers rest as He promised- 1:15. Joshua honoured them by acknowledging their faithfulness to their word, as part of his honouring God for His faithfulness to His word. return to your TENTS/homes- A traditional description of going home. They were living in city houses etc. that Moses.. gave you on the other side of the Jordan- That they were rightfully, authorised to live east of Jordan as part of Israel is confirmed. Cp 13:23, 28; Lev 14:34; 25:24. 

22:5 TAKE DILIGENT HEED/be very careful to DO/keep the commandment and the Law- The book began with God urging obedience to the LAW, 1:7-8, and promised them rest, 1:15, and Joshua's exhortation to the Trans-Jordan tribes, 1:12-18. They were now free to take up the possession God had given them, Num 32:16-19, on a sound basis, but Joshua reminds them that having begun well requires us to continue to make the effort to keep going on well in obedient faith. God had given Israel rest, 21:44. But to enjoy this gift of His Love they must remember To love the Lord- In current language LOVE was used as a political term, indicating true-hearted loyalty to one's king.

to walk in all His ways- He didn't need to tell them to fortify their cities, cultivate their land, care for their flocks and to maintain a good level of family and social life. His great concern was for them to cultivate a love for God - a continuing remembrance of His loving care for them and their blessings, so that appreciative loyalty would move them to live in fellowship with Him in the path of His revealed will, Deu 4:4, 29; 5:33; 6:5; 10:12; 11:13, etc. Love would empower obedience to God's commandments. Without that appreciative Love for God any obedience would be a mere carrying out of external rituals, a formal, grudging, empty shell without value to God, and producing only self-righteous pride, as it did in the Christ-rejecting Pharisees. 

to KEEP/obey His COMMANDMENTS/commands, to CLEAVE/hold fast to Him and to serve Him with all your heart and.. SOUL- Obedience, heart commitment and heart service go together. The Bible is realistic. Joshua speaks in Faith, but, as with all of God's Word, he is realistic. Unless God's people CONTINUME to have a constant concern to understand the terms under which they enjoy His blessings, and choose to act responsibly they will lose all. For us as God's children, it's a heart relationship with our Lord and Saviour that's central to all worship, work and witness. Hence the centrality of the Lord's Table. Their or our moral inability never excuses us/permits us to lower God's standards, Mt 5:43-48. It's uncomfortable to live with them, but salutary in reminding us constantly of our dependence on God's Mercy, and in saving us from settling comfortably content with standards of Christ-likeness below those which God can produce - however painfully - in our lives. 

22:6-9 Joshua blessed them- He acts as the father of a family - blesses them as part of the family of Israel. sent them away.. to their TENTS/homes- Some criticise them for choosing to stay in Gilead, but God and His servants didn't. Even when God's people do stop short of His best, we must, like Paul, thank God for all they have let God lead them into, Phil 1:3:5, and urge them to further glorify God with fuller obedience, 1 Cor 6:19-20. Even when they turned their back on him, Paul didn't accuse them of turning their back on God, 2 Tim 1:15. 

Return with MUCH RICHES/great wealth.. CATTLE/herds, silver, gold.. a great quantity of clothing. Divide with your brothers the plunder from your enemies- Moses ordered sharing, Num 31:26-27, as did David, 1 Sam 30:24. Some men had to stay and protect the flocks and families. The physical fitness which sustained some, was a gift, as well as a responsibility. Provided that their/our heart is right with God about our sphere of service, and we have spent ourselves willingly for God and His purposes in it, all share the rewards, 1 Cor 3:5-15; 2 Cor 8:12. When there is good news from the mission field those who have prayed and given money, share the joy with the missionary, and the Lord, as workers together with God, 1 Cor 3:9. 

So Reubenites.. Gadites.. Manasseh DEPARTED FROM/left the Israelites- The physical distancing of the two parts of the nation had the potential to threaten national unity. (The Jebusites at Jerusalem also separated the tribes centred on Judah and Ephraim.) at SHILOH.. return to Gilead.. in accordance with the WORD/command of the Lord through Moses- That this was God's will is made clear in 13:8-32; 14:3. 

22:10 WHEN THEY CAME UNTO THE BORDERS/Geliloth- The word is used in 18:17. near the Jordan.. in the land of Canaan.. built.. A GREAT/imposing Altar TO SEE- Mar'eh. The word is used of the burning bush Ex 3:3. Both were attention getters. Under God's orders to Joshua Israel had built at Gilgal a permanent memorial-witness that God had miraculous opened the way into the promised land, 4:6-7. 12 boulders, not 10.5, confirming God had acted on behalf of ALL twelve tribes of Israel. Yet 12 stones on the West bank, might suggest all Israel belonged on that side, and that worship at Shiloh was only for those who lived west of Jordan. In returning over Jordan, without God's miraculous help, the Transjordan tribes, apparently without God's instructing them to do so, set up for themselves a substantial memorial-witness that they had the right to worship at God's altar, 22:21-29. Some have said that the altar being large showed pride like Nebuchadnezzar's, Dan 4:30:31, and quote Prov 29:23; Mt 23:12. But as it wouldn't be used as an altar it needed to be monumental in size or it might soon have been lost to sight in the luxuriant growth of the Jordan's flood plain. As a big altar it may have been visible from the Trans-Jordan side. A witness altar needed to be large, as Jacob's was in Gen 31:44-48. 

22:11-12 When the Israelites heard they had built the Altar.. the whole CONGREGATION/assembly- As in 9:15;, 18; 20:6, 9. gathered at Shiloh to go to war against them- 
 Their self-righteous pride made them think the worst of others and made them angry, ready to kill them in defence of God. But hasty action is never right, Eph 4:26, 31. We must check the facts - hear both sides of any story before we have any right to act. The real sin that disclosed their own sinful natures, was their readiness to believe the worst of each other. They were crediting the Transjordan tribes with a sin of which they had no intention - in fact their action was an honest profession of their loyalty to God, and intention that their descendants walk in His ways! 

22:13-14 The Israelites sent.. Phineas- Zealous for God's honour, in Num 25:11-12 - a willing killer for God when one was needed - and representing his father Eleazar the High Priest- God's representative. with.. ten PRINCES/chief men, one for each of the tribes of Israel.. each the head.. AMONG THE THOUSANDS OF ISRAEL/a family division among the Israelite clans- A large diverse group of counsellors provides safety/wisdom, Prov 11:14; 15:22; 24:6. Having all tribes represented meant that united/uniting action could be taken. God wants informed, intelligent, willing obedience by His people, not blind following the dictates of the head of a religious hierarchy, Mt 18:20; 23:8-12. 

22:15-18 When.. they said.. The whole CONGREGATION/assembly of the Lord- They profess an earnest devotion to the Lord. But it's also an expression of entrenched pride, that imagined the 10.5 tribes were the whole congregation/assembly of the Lord's people. The entrenched Romanists under the Pope had this attitude towards Zwingli and Luther. The High Church Anglicans spoke in such terms to the Puritans, and the Exclusive Brethren to group after group that they cast out of their fellowship. Pride makes us confident that WE are right, and too eager to condemn any who differ from us. says, WHAT TRESPASS IS THIS THAT YE HAVE COMMITTED AGAINST/How could you break faith with the God of Israel like this. How could you turn away from the Lord, and build yourselves an altar in rebellion against the Lord?

Was not the INIQUITY/sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this day we have not cleansed ourselves from that sin, even though a plague fell on the CONGREGATION/community of the Lord. Are you turning away from FOLLOWING the Lord? If you rebel today.. Tomorrow He will be angry with the whole.. of Israel- They were right in asserting that the rebellion and apostasy in Israel's past, from the Golden Calf onwards, made it clear that sin by any member or group in Israel exposed Israel as a whole to God's Judgment action. Good or bad actions by any individual in the body of Christ, also affect the whole church, 1 Cor 5:6; 15:33; Gal 5:9; Eph 4:16.

22:19-20 If the land you possess BE UNCLEAN/is defiled- If they considered living East of Jordan unfitted them to come to the Tabernacle at Shiloh/cut them off from coming to God's altar, putting up another altar is no solution. come over to the Lord's land where the Lord's tabernacle stands, and share the land with us, But do not rebel against the Lord.. or against us, by building an altar.. other than the altar of the Lord our God- Pink says they spoke the truth in love by offering them land west of Jordan. But this was in effect demanding that they give up their obedience to the Lord in claiming the land He had given them. To do so would have reduced the witness to God among the nations. It's comparable to one denominational group today suggesting that another group give up the distinctives which they have found in Scripture, and their places of witness/sphere of work in the world - in order to conform to the speaker's "superior" one of which they were so proud! In the early church Pharisaic Christians demanded that Paul abandon the commission God had given him to the Gentiles, and did so in vain, Acts 15. Different rules and methods were approved for the different church spheres, Gal 2:3-9. Still there was constant pressure to make the Gentile Believers be counted as unclean - and to make them "cross the Jordan" into Judaism. In Acts 21:17-36, the Church in Jerusalem under its Apostles acknowledged the God-given rightness of Paul's Gospel and practices. Yet demanded that Paul give up his freedom from law-conformity, and avoid trouble by pretending he was still keeping law rituals. It didn't work well. Professed devotion to God, and zeal can easily be blinded by pride, and end in division and spiritual deadness.

Achan.. COMMIT A TRESPASS/acted unfaithfully- Maal- A breach of trust, faithlessness, act of rebellion against God, used in Lev 5:15; 17:17:8; Num 5:6, 12; Deu 12:4, 11-14, 26. WRATH come ON/upon ALL- Achan's sin injured the whole congregation. Now that rest had been won they are accused of a Maal that would again injure Israel as a whole. 

22:21-23 Then Reuben.. Gad.. Manasseh answered.. the LORD- Jehovah- The eternal Lord. GOD OF GODS- Elohim. THE LORD GOD OF GODS/The Mighty One, God the Lord! The Mighty One God the Lord!- The fulness and repetition of the sacred names gives an oath-like quality to their declaration. HE knows- The Eastern tribes showed their innocence by appealing directly to God who knows men's hearts, and inviting His judgment. Cp Paul's appeal "God is my witness..." Rom 1:9. let Israel know! IF this has been in rebellion, or TRANSGRESSION/disobedience to the Lord, do not spare us this day. If we have built our altar to turn away from the Lord, and to offer burnt offerings.. grain offerings.. PEACE/ fellowship offerings- Listing the three classes of offerings set out in Lev 1:3; 2:1; 3:1. They represent all the possible authorised offerings. LET/may the Lord Himself REQUIRE IT/call us to account.

22:24-25 We did it for fear 
 that someday your CHILDREN/ descendants might say to ours, What have you to do with the Lord God of Israel? The Lord has made the Jordan a boundary between us, and you.. have no PART/share in the Lord; so your CHILDREN/descendants might cause ours to stop fearing the Lord. 

22:26-29 That is why we said Let us.. build an altar - but not for burnt offerings, or sacrifices. On the contrary it is to be a witness- As in Lev 5:1; Deu 17:15. between us and you.. that we will worship the Lord at His sanctuary.. your CHILDREN/descendants will not be able to say to ours, You have no PART/share in the lord. If they ever say this.. we will answer Look at the PATTERN/replica of the Lord's altar, which our fathers MADE/built.. as a witness- Ed- Witness. This was a common word in current covenants. It's used in the Jacob-Laban covenant, of the memorial-witness-boundary marker Gen 31:48-52. between us and you- That it was a large-scale replica of the Tabernacle altar was meant as a reminder that they belonged to God, and had the right to worship at His Tabernacle along with West-Bank Israel. God showed Moses a tabernacle replica of what he was to build, Ex 25:9, 40. So the replica of the true, God-given altar, was a reminder that Trans-Jordan tribes shared the common inheritance and requirement of obedience/loyalty to the Lord. 

GOD FORBID/Far be it from us to rebel against the Lord. and turn away from Him today by building an altar for burnt offerings.. other than the altar of the Lord our God that IS/stands before the tabernacle- Within about 600 years they fell into apostasy and were exiled, 1 Chr 5:25-26. But in this they were typical of all Israel. They were the first to go into exile, as nearest to Assyria.

22:30-34 When Phineas.. and the PRINCES/leaders.. heard.. they were pleased. Phineas said.. Today we PERCEIVE/know the Lord is AMONG/with us- The Lord's hand of guidance and blessing is recognised in that all had been kept from actions which would have called down God's judgment on Israel. You have DELIVERED/rescued- The word's used of Rahab asking for her family to be saved from destruction, 2:13. The Israelites from the Lord's hand- From His needing to discipline them for sinning

Phineas.. and the PRINCES/leaders, returned.. and BROUGHT WORD/reported to the Israelites. They were glad to hear the report, and praised God- When they spoke the truth to each other in Love, the feared problems vanished, and they were free to praise God for His work in Israel as a whole, and to worship Him joyfully together. And talked no more about going war to DESTROY/devastate them. The Reubenites and Gadites CALLED/gave the altar this name ED/a witness, between us that the Lord is God.

CHAPTER 23

23:1-24:33 Joshua's Final Witness - Fellowship with God 

& its Requirements 

(Chapter 21 gave an optimistic view as it looked at God's acts in the past. They must now face the future and the dangers they face in their as yet incomplete obedience and occupation of the land. In chapters 23-24 Joshua faces Israel with the challenge of what God has done for them, and what is required of them. He backs this with the example and experience of His own life of service to God. Their life and worship must be built on the facts of what God is and has done as that determines what His people must be and do. Israel needs to love God, and live in fellowship with Him in obedience to the Law. To do that requires them to have nothing to do with idols, and have no friendly contact with idolators - Ex 23:13, 24-25, 33; 34:12; Deu 6:13; 7:1-5, 16; 10:20; 11:16-17, 22-25; 12:3; 13:4-5. Anything less leads to disaster. Cp farewell address of Moses, Deu 31:1-8, 24-29. Samuel, 1 Sam 12:1-4. David, 1 Ki 2:1-9. Paul, Acts 20. Peter, 2 Pet 1:12-15.)

23:1-4 After a long time had passed and the Lord had given Israel rest- 1:13-15; 21:44; 22:4; Ex 3:14; 6:2-7. Rest was partial and conditional, Heb 4:3-8. It required them to take it up in obedient faith. In the NT the Lord offered the rest of fellowship with Himself, Mt 11:28-30, provided it for us in His cross and resurrection, and urges us to take it up strenuously, Heb 4:10-11. from all their enemies- These were rivals for the possession of the land, but also spiritual enemies, hostile to the Lord, His worship and fellowship, 7:8; 10:25; Ex 23:27; Num 24:18; Judg 5:3; Isa 62:8. As at Peor their offered friendship was a deadly expression of enmity, Rev 2:14.

Joshua.. old, advanced in years- In contrast to Caleb, 14:6-11, Joshua was suffering from aging in 13:1. Vigorous leadership under God takes its toll on leaders. In 30 years between Acts 7:58 and Phile 1:9 Paul changed from a young man into Paul the aged. CALLED FOR/summoned ALL Israel.. Elders.. HEADS/leaders.. Judges.. OFFICERS/ officials- The fullness of the list shows that all Israel was responsible to keep the Law. The tone is similar to that of Paul in Acts 20. and said to them, I am old, and STRICKEN IN AGE/well advanced in years- So he is handing over responsibility. 

You yourselves have seen ALL/everything the Lord your God has done to all these nations BECAUSE OF YOU/for your sake- A brief summary of events under his leadership. He reminds them of God's past actions on their behalf before showing how they must respond in the future. FOR/It was the Lord your God who fought for you- As promised,  Ex 14:14; Deu 1:30; 3:22; 20:4.

Remember how I have I have DIVIDED UNTO YOU BY LOT/allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain- So they were authorised and required to look for the opportunity to make it all their own, up to the limits promised in Deu 6:19; 9:3-5; 32:8. So today each generation needs to hold fast to the truths and blessings inherited from the past, and reach out to claim more of the truths and blessings that their spiritual fathers failed to gain.

The Lord your God Himself SHALL EXPEL/will drive them out of your way.. and you will take possession of their land as the Lord your God promised you- God had driven them out to make room for Israel. God ordered Israel to replace Canaanites, but warned that they in turn would be replaced if they were guilty of the same sins. As individual Believers we're Christ's on totally different terms. But collectively the Church is given a similar warning in Rom 11:17-27, that when it falls into unbelief, Israel will again become God's sphere of Grace and witness. We should face the challenge that follows.

Be THEREFORE very COURAGEOUS/strong- An attitude of confidence in God and His purposes, based on knowledge, that enables one to trust and obey God in the face of opposition and danger. See 1:7-9; 8:31-34. To KEEP AND DO/obey all that is written in the book of the Law of Moses- The already established name of the Pentateuch, especially Deuteronomy, Deu 30:20, 19; 31:9, 24, 26. Similar exhortations to loyalty to the Lord are in Ex 20:24; 23:13; Deu 6:13; 10:20; 12:3. without turning aside to the right or to the left.

23:7-10 COME NOT AMONG/Do not associate with- Don't have dealings with, Ex 23:31-33. these nations that remain- In a sense God in His purposes had cut them off, even though Israel had failed as yet to play their part. Cp Paul to Timothy in 1 Tim 4:16. They were given the land so as to REPLACE the Canaanites, not to mingle with them. To remain in the land Israel must be faithful to the Lord, and keep separate from the Canaanites. If they failed in this it would corrupt their spiritual and moral life, and cause them to forfeit the land, Ex 23:33; 34:12; Deu 7:2-4; 2 Ki 17:7-8; 2 Chr 7:14-20.

NEITHER MAKE MENTION OF/Do not invoke the names of their Gods, or swear by them. You must not serve them- Even talking about the gods, or using their names, as Saul did for his sons, 1 Chr 8:33; 9:39/2 Sam 2:8, was shameful, and encouraged the breakdown of separation. Cp Hos 2:16-17. To swear by the name of the Lord, Ps 63:11-12 was an expression of loyalty to Him, in contrast to Jer 12:16. 

CLEAVE UNTO/hold fast to the Lord your God- Not frantic helpless clinging though that has value. Choosing to stay close to the Lord and His purposes against the alternative of cleaving to the Canaanites and their gods, 23:12. See also 22:5; Deu 4:4; 10:20; 11:22; 13:4. Joshua asserted that under his leadership there had been no gross, general failure to be loyal to the Lord. Cp Judg 2:7; Jer 2:2 also gives an optimistic view of Israel's early attitude towards the Lord. Ezek 20 and 23 give a pessimistic one. Both were true, just as today in our church situations we have good reason to give thanks to the Lord for His goodness to us, and good reason to confess the poverty of our response to Him. FOR The Lord has driven out before you great powerful nations- As He promised in 1:5; Deu 7:1; 11:23, 25. no-one has been able to withstand you. One MAN of you routs a thousand, FOR/because the Lord your God fights for you.. as he promised- Literally fulfilled by Samson, Judg 15:15-16. Cp Lev 26:27-28; Deu 28:7; 32:30.

23:11 TAKE GOOD HEED/So be very careful- Literally, Take care for your souls, as in Deu 4:15. to love the Lord your God- They have every reason to love Him, and to love Him is central to their living in a right relation to His revealed will, and so continuing in blessing. God had committed Himself in exclusive love to them, Deu 6:4-5; 7:7; 10:5; 11:13. He rightly demands whole-hearted love from them in response. Cp the exclusive/possessive love of the Bridegroom in Songs 8:6-7, and our responsive love in 1 Jn 4:19. God has revealed Himself fully in Christ, Jn 1:1-8; Heb 1:2. He has also provided in Christ for us to achieve the ultimate blessedness of Christ-likeness, Rom 8:1-30. To have any other goal than that is an insult to God and His love, and utterly destructive as we become what we worship/gaze upon as desired/ desirable. We can face the worst about ourselves as Paul did, Rom 7:18, and the wickedness of our fallen natures, Heb 3:12, and rejoice in the grace of God manifested by the written word, unveiled to us Believers by the Holy Spirit, 2 Cor 3:15-4:12. They and we have no excuse for our failures as God is mercy and faithfulness towards us, Ps 36:5; Lam 3:23. 

23:12-13 If you GO BACK/turn away, and CLEAVE UNTO/ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations.. intermarry with them and associate with them- This was a matter of preserving religious purity, not racial purity. Young captive non-Canaanite women without family support could be taken in marriage, Deu 21;11-13, as they would be absorbed into Israel. KNOW FOR A CERTAINTY/Then you may be sure the Lord your God will no longer drive out any of these nations..

BUT/instead they will BE/become snares and traps UNTO/for you, and SCOURGES/whips on YOUR SIDES/backs- Cp Ex 23:33; 34:12; Num 33:55; Isa 8:14; 28:13; Jer 48:43-44; 50:24; Ezek 17:19-20; Hos 7:12. thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land which the Lord your God has given you- God keeps ALL His promises including the promise to discipline and punish sin, Heb 12:6. The nations were, in part, allowed to remain rather than the whole land fall into disorder, Ex 23:30. God will use their continued presence as a testing of Israel, Judg 3:4. 

23:14-16 BEHOLD/Now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know IN/with all your heart, and soul, that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled- The reminder of what God has done - involving His nature and purposes of blessing - is once more the basis for an earnest exhortation to heart loyalty and practical obedience to His Law/revealed will. The NT equivalent is 2 Cor 6:14-18. 

THEREFORE/But.. just as ALL/every GOOD THINGS/promise came true, so the Lord will bring on you all the EVIL THINGS/He has threatened- The blessings offered in the Covenant become curses when Israel fails to keep it - as was normal in current covenants of loyalty between a King and subject/client states. until He has destroyed you from this good land He has given you. WHEN/If you HAVE TRANSGRESSED/violate the covenant of the Lord your God, which He has commanded you, and go and serve other gods.. then the Lord's anger will burn against you, and you will quickly perish from the good land He has given you- They will suffer the consequences. Cp 1 Ki 14:25; 2 Ki 13:1-17.

CHAPTER 24

24:1-33 Joshua Leads a National Renewal of the Covenant

(His last act as Leader/Mediator between God and His people, just as covenant renewal was the last message of Moses, although in that case the whole of Deuteronomy is involved. Cp the last messages of David to Solomon, 1 Ki 2:1-4, Our Lord, Jn 14-18; Paul, Acts 20:17:36; 2 Tim 2:1-4:8, Peter 1 Pet 5:1-11. To celebrate the conquest of the land Joshua assembled Israel at Shechem to declare solemnly God's covenant conditions for their life in the land, 8:30-35. Now, as God's appointed leader who had distributed the land, he does so again as his last public challenge to them. The renewal takes place at Shechem - central to the West bank land, and dominated by Joshua. Not at Shiloh - central to East-West Israel, dominated by the Priest.

Three centres were important in the establishment of Israel in Canaan. Gilgal was the military bridgehead when they came out of Jordan on to resurrection ground. There the reproach of Egypt was rolled away, the Passover celebrated, and it was the place for Joshua to return to regroup his army. 350 years later it was one of Samuel's  three centres of work/judging, 1 Sam 7:16, where he anointed Saul. 1 Sam 10:1, and slew Agag, 1 Sam 15:33. It may picture for us our resurrection-life privileges, Eph 2:4-6, and responsibilities, Col 3:1-17. Shiloh was where the Israelites sought the mind of the Lord, 18:1-10; 19:51; 21:2, 9. Elkanah and his wives went there every year, 1 Sam 1;34. Samuel grew up there. But the apostasy of Eli's sons led to its destruction, 1 Sam 2:22-36; 3:11-14; Jer 7:12-15; 26:6-7. This is a warning for all time.

Shechem was where Abraham built his first altar in the land, and was promised the land, Gen 12:7. Jacob purchased a field there and settled, Gen 33:18-20. Lying between Ebal and Gerizim it was a good place for a large crowd to hear the reading the Law in 8:30-35. Joshua could lead no longer, as a nation they were now required to make a definite choice to renew that covenant. Joshua made sure they understood what they were doing before he would accept their decision.  Jotham son of Gideon stood there to rebuke the men of Shechem, Judg 9:2, and Later Samuel stood there and reasoned with Israel about their relationship with God, 1 Sam 8:1-10. When Joshua's generation, with their personal experience of God died, the Levites, 2 Chr 15:3, the national leaders, and parents in general, failed to interest themselves in teaching about God, Deu 6:1-25. This led to the lawlessness of Judges 17:6; 21:25. )

24:1 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem- It had associations with Israel's history, Gen 12:1-7; 35:2-4; Deu 27:4-26; Judg 6:33; 9:4, 46. Later Shechem was the site of Israel's rejection of the Davidic monarchy, and Jerusalem temple, 1 Ki 12:1-25. The events of 8:30-35 were near or at Shechem, but this is the first time the town is named in Joshua. Abraham built an altar there, Gen 12:7. The Tell Amarna tablets, 14th century BC mention that the King of Shechem, named Labayu was confederated with the Habiru. There's no mention of conquest by Joshua. 

He summoned the elders of Israel.. HEADS/leaders, Judges, OFFICERS/officials. In God's will Joshua had followed Moses, but now the whole web of leadership must face the challenge of committing themselves to lead Israel in direct dependence on, and in fellowship with God.

they presented themselves before God- Perhaps before an altar to God, where they made sacrifices, cp Josh 8:30-35. Or they may have brought the Ark from Shiloh, but nothing is said of that. It was a religious situation, not merely a political or social one. Cp presenting themselves before the Lord in Ex 19:17; Deu 31:14. We should come together in the presence of God to hear His Word, Neh 8, and for worship, Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Lk 22:10; 1 Cor 11:25; Heb 10:25. 

24:2-4 Joshua said to all the people THUS SAITH/This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says- He was speaking as the mouthpiece of God, as Moses had spoken, Ex 3;16-20, etc. Moses powers of persuasive speech were limited as he proved in Ex 2:14, but God empowers His preachers, Ex 4:10-12. Cp Jer 1:6-9; 10:16; 1 Cor 7:10; 1 Pet 4:11. Joshua sets out their history in terms of what God has done. In doing so he discredits the alternative "gods" - they belong to what Abraham left behind, what the Lord humiliated by the Exodus, and the people the Lord had enabled them to defeat. This proved that Jehovah was stronger than idols, and had a special concern for Israel. They should acknowledge this by full loyalty. A recitation of past history was a common feature of ancient treaties etc, but here Joshua, as appointed by God, speaks for God in the first person - saying God says, "I.. " 

Your FATHERS/forefathers lived ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FLOOD/beyond the River long ago- Gen 11:24-32. The southern Ur was on the Canaan side of the Euphrates, but they were living on the far side of it in Haran. It's just possible that the Ur from which Abraham was called may have been a northern town near Haran. Terah.. Abraham.. Nahor; and they SERVED/worshipped other gods.

But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River- Gen 24:7; Acts 7:2. God is centre of the stage. The history of Israel is proclaimed to be the history of God's purposes, and redemptive actions. God recounts His personal initiative and care. led him throughout Canaan- Shechem being where he first settled, Gen 12:1-9. 

MULTIPLIED HIS SEED/gave him many descendants.. Isaac- Gen 16:10; 17:6, 17. to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau, I GAVE/assigned Esau the hill country of Seir, but Jacob and his sons went down to Egypt- Ex 4-6. It seemed that God had fulfilled His promise to Esau, but ignored those to Jacob as his descendants sank into slavery in Egypt. 

24:5-7 Then I sent Moses.. Aaron, and PLAGUED/afflicted the Egyptians by what I did AMONG THEM/there- Ex 7-13, 8:2; 12:23, 27. AFTERWARDS/I brought you out.. the Egyptians pursued.. with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. But they cried to the Lord for help, He put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea over them and covered them- Ex 14;10-15 15:10, 25.

You saw- The old people who had been under 20 at the time. with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians- Remembrance of God's activity on our behalf is the best means of renewing our love for Him, Jn 20:31; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Heb 11. The Lord's Supper is a great help in this, Lk 22:19. then you lived in the WILDERNESS/desert for a long time- Little is said of their life in the wilderness. It was characterised by human failure, not by God's positive intervention. 

24:8-10 I brought you to the land of the Amorites.. east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I gave them into your hands- Num 21:21-35; Deu 1:4; 2:24-3:3; 4:47; 31:4. I destroyed them before you and you took possession of their land. When Balak.. king of Moab.. prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam.. to put a curse on you- Num 22-25. But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again.. I delivered you out of his hand- This war was conducted by spiritual means, Eph 6:12; Jas 4:7; 1 Pet 5:8-9; Rev 2:14. It included temptation into idolatry/immorality. 

24:11-13 You crossed the Jordan.. to Jericho.. Jericho fought you, as did Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites, Jebusites. But I DELIVERED/gave them into your hands. I sent the hornet 
 BEFORE/ahead of you which drove them out from before you  also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword- Israel had no right to boast of superior bravery or military skill. Their position had been won by God's sovereign action, Jer 9;23-24. So I HAVE GIVEN/gave you a land FOR/on which you did not LABOUR/toil, cities you did not build- Deu 6:10-11. The building of houses and cities took much heavy labour. You.. eat from vineyards and olive groves you did not plant- Long years of care, protection from goats, watering, etc were needed to establish fruitful vines and trees. Cp God's grace to us, Eph 2:8-10. 

24:14-15 Now THEREFORE fear the Lord- Deu 4:10; 6:2, 13, 24. This is God's essential, foundation requirement. Cp Ps 130:4. and serve Him IN SINCERITY- Tamim- with integrity, without blemish, pure, sincerely. AND TRUTH- Emeth- Stability, certainty, truth, true, faithfulness/with all faithfulness- Joshua has given a summary of God's goodness to them. He challenges them to commit themselves wholly to God and His manifestly good purposes for them. The remembrance of God's help in our times of need moves our hearts strongly towards right conduct, Rom 12:1; Eph 4:1-6:9, etc. Having delivered God's message to them Joshua takes his stand on God's side and exhorts them to do the same. 

Throw away the gods- Implies that images of such gods were being treasured by some Israelites in spite of the Law, Gen 35:2; Ex 20:1-6; 1 Sam 7:4. In political treaties at the time vassals promised to have no dealings with the rulers of states other than their over-lord. For Israel the problem was religious-spiritual - other gods - not political. Your forefathers SERVED/worshipped beyond THE FLOOD/River, and in Egypt- Ezek 20:7; 23:3, 8. The worship of the Golden Calf, Ex 32:4, seems to echo the worship of sacred Bull-gods in Egypt, 

and serve the Lord Joshua went straight to the heart of the matter. Their attitude towards idolatry/alternative gods would decide whether Israel would stand or fall. Some Israelites were still inclined to ancestral gods such as those Rachel had brought with her, and Jacob buried, Gen 31:34; 35:4. Others favoured gods worshipped in Egypt, or ones the Amorite's worshipped. That this was so in spite of all God had done for Israel in their lifetime showed how serious the problem would soon become. No doubt they also worshipped the Lord, but as in Elijah's time, 1 Ki 18:21, any spiritual growth was crippled unless they rejected idolatry as well as acknowledged the Lord. Cp Jas 1:6-8. We're to keep ourselves from idols, 1 Jn 5:21.

But IF serving the Lord seems undesirable to you- If in spite of the evidence of God's goodness to them they refused to serve Him, they could choose to do so - God wouldn't prevent them. In fact that choice would be less objectionable to Him that the insolent blending of religions - going through the motions of worshipping both God and Baal, God and Mammon, etc, 1 Ki 18:21; Mt 6:24; Rev 3:15-16. then choose for yourselves- That the Lord had already chosen them is stated in Deu 7:6-7; 10:15; 14:2. this day whom you will serve- Abad- To  work as bond-man. Worship, obey, be subject to.

Whether the gods your FATHERS/forefathers served.. beyond the FLOOD/River- As Laban did in Gen 31:53 as he swore by them. or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living, But as for me and my HOUSE/household, we will serve the Lord- Joshua proclaims that he will put no pressure on them to make a hypocritical profession of faith to please him. Only a sincere heart commitment is welcomed by God, but as at Kadesh-Barnea, whatever they may choose, Joshua's heart, mind, and will is committed to the Lord. 

24:16-18 The people answered, GOD FORBID THAT WE SHOULD/Far be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve other gods- 22:22; 1 Ki 18:39. They were strongly moved by Joshua's reminder of the history of the Lord's intervention, and the example of Joshua's choice. But they no more knew their own hearts than their ancestors had at Sinai when the original covenant was ratified by Israel, Ex 19:8; 24:3. They said it was unthinkable to forsake the Lord, who had given them the land of Canaan - but that's not to say that individually or collectively they might try to fit other gods around Him for various reasons - Baal for rain, Asherah for fertility, etc. Joshua makes it clear that such mixed worship isn't an option. Unless their hearts change they will find it impossible to keep their vow - disaster will be inevitable. Cp Isa 6:9-10; Amos 3:1-2. They reject the idea of their forsaking the Lord, and accept the warnings of 23:8; Deu 28:20; 31:16; but through tolerating idolatry they would soon forsake Him, Judg 2:12-13; 10:6, 10.

FOR/It was the Lord our God.. who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt.. from BONDAGE/slavery- For us, Gal 4:1-20; Eph 2:11-22; 5:8:21; Col 1:7. and performed those great signs before our eyes- Sadly the nation would forget these, or prefer to ignore them as distant and irrelevant, Jer 2:4-8. PRESERVED/protected us on our entire journey- Deu 1:31. among all the PEOPLE/nations.. The Lord drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites.. THEREFORE we too will serve the Lord.. He is our God- At a later date they would misread the political events of their lives, and judge that other "gods" would be more likely to be useful to them, and give them success, 2 Ki 1:1-17; 6:30-31; 16:1-18; 17:14-17. 

24:19-20 Joshua said to the people, You CANNOT/are not able to serve the Lord, FOR He is a holy God- Joshua checks the kind of shallow over-confidence shown in Ex 19:8; Judg 16:20. He warns them to count the cost before deciding, Lk 14:26-35. 
 To serve God rightly wasn't impossible in the absolute sense. It was a rightful requirement God laid on Israel, but it required of fallen humanity greater faith, strength and persistence than in practice it was capable of, or willing for, Rom 8:2-4. 

He is a jealous God- 
 To choose to worship the Lord is obviously the right choice, as they have expressed it, but Joshua must warn them that God's holiness - His insistence on exclusive right to be theirs and bless them with all He is and has for them, means that any attention they pay to other gods - literal idols, or abstracts such as Mammon-material wealth, Mt 6:24 - must bring disaster on them. They can't be married to Jehovah, and have affairs with Baal, etc, without bitter consequences, Ezek 23, etc. That the Lord is holy makes Him dangerous, Ex 15:11; Num 4:19-20; 1 Sam 2:2; 2 Sam 6:6-7; Isa 8:13-14. Idolatry profaned the Lord's name/reputation, Lev 18:21; 20:3; Ezek 20:39. Cp Ex 20:5; Deu 5:9; Isa 6:9-13. God is both a merciful, effective Redeemer, and a Jealous God who can't tolerate sin or wilful rebellion in the redeemed. He must discipline it and purify them. Sin must be dealt with at cost to man or to God, and generally to both.

He will not forgive your TRANSGRESSIONS/rebellion NOR/and your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve STRANGE/foreign gods- Nekar- foreign, alien. Gen 35:2, 4; Deu 32:12; Judg 10:16; 1 Sam 7:3; Ps 81:10; Jer 5:19. Alien gods that have no rightful association with Israel as the Lord's people. But also that they're in no sense comparable to the Lord. They're inventions of the mind and heart of rebel mankind, Rom 1:18-20. Treating them as gods is a vile insult to the Lord. He will turn and bring disaster on you.. after He has been good to you- Deu 28; Lev 26; Ps 147:20. 

24:21-24 But the people said to Joshua.. We will serve the Lord. Joshua said.. You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord. Yes, we are witnesses, they replied. Now then said Joshua throw away the STRANGE/foreign gods that are among you and INCLINE/yield your hearts- Includes emotions, thoughts, and willed commitment, Deu 6:5; 10:16. to the Lord the God of Israel- Gen 35:2-4; Deu 31:16; 1 Sam 7:3. Outward conformity is insufficient. It's empty without a deliberate setting of their hearts towards the Lord, Deu 6:5; 10:16; 1 Ki 8:58; 11:2, 4, 9; Isa 1:2-20; Joel 2:13, etc. Only by faithful heart-service could they live safely in the land, under the care of a God of total, intolerant, love and goodwill. The people said to Joshua, we will serve the Lord our God.. and obey Him- It may be significant that they don't specifically reject the worship of other gods - see Judg 2:11-13. 

24:25-28 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, there at Shechem, and drew up for them a STATUTE/decrees and AN ORDINANCE/laws- Ex 15:25; 1 Sam 30:25; Ps 81:4. He had challenged them thoroughly and he took their re-emphasised response as being their considered decision. Joshua WROTE/recorded these WORDS/things in the book of the law of God- This links with Deu 31:26, and says at least that a copy of this renewed covenant was placed alongside Deuteronomy etc at the side of the Ark of the Covenant. Or it may include the record of all the events of the whole book, leaving only the closing verses to be added later. The fact that they are written down makes God’s revelation of Himself, and His promises, permanently valid, 1 Sam 10:25; Ps 40:7; Isa 30:8. The written word of God revives and sustains His people, 2 Ki 22-23; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 1 Pet 1:10-12; Jude 3. And this remains true, unchanged, whatever form of words His Word is clothed in - the translators of the KJV made that clear in their note to its readers.
Then he took a large stone, and set it up under the oak tree BY/near the SANCTUARY/holy place of the Lord- Presumably the oak Jacob had used? Gen 28:18; 35:2-4; 1 Sam 7:12. Joshua said.. BEHOLD/See, this stone will be a witness UNTO/against us- Deu 32:1; Isa 1:2. At the first mention of Joshua he was told to record God's verdict on Amalek, and an altar was set up, Ex 17:14-15. The record of his life ends with a similar event. Note witness stones/heaps in 4:1-8; 22:26-28; Gen 31:43-55, etc. The stone would remain unchanged over the centuries. If Israel changed by drifting into apostasy, the unchanging stone would remind them of their sin. There would be a tendency for witness stones to become objects of worship - this was forbidden, Deu 16:21-22. 

FOR it has heard all the words of the Lord which He has said to us. It will be a witness UNTO/against you, if you DENY/are untrue to your God. Then Joshua sent the people away, EVERY MAN/each to his inheritance- That they each had an inheritance to go to was the great achievement of Joshua's life under God. How much greater is the achievement of an eternal inheritance for us by our Joshua/Jesus, 1 Pet 1:4. 

24:29-30 After these things, Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord- Like Abraham the friend of God, Jas 2:23, and Moses the man of God, Ps 90:1, Joshua had lived a God-oriented life, and this was the key to His success. After his death Moses is remembered as servant of the Lord, 1:1-2, 13; 8:31-33; 11:12; 12:6; 13:8; 14:7; 18:7; 22:2, 4, 5; Deu 34:5. Joshua, who began as the servant/assistant of Moses, 1:1 is now honoured by being called the Lord's servant, Judg 2:8, as is David often, Ps 18:1, etc. See also Abraham, Gen 26:24; Caleb, Num 14:24; Job, Job 2:3; Isaiah, Isa 20:3; Eliakim, Isa 22:20; Israel/Jacob, Isa 41:8, etc, Zerubbabel, Hag 2:23; Joshua the High Priest, Zech 3:8. God calls Christ "My servant" in Isa 42:1, 19; 52:13; Ezek 34:23; Mt 12:18. Paul calls Timothy and us to be worthy of that title, 2 Tim 2;24. 

died at the age of a hundred and ten- Lived out a normal life span and aging, 23:1, unlike Moses who lived ten years longer vigorously, Deu 34:7. Even without such miraculous intervention God in His wisdom sees that servants are enabled to complete their work. They buried him in.. his inheritance- This brings his era to an end, as in Gen 35:28-29; Deu 34:7. IN/at Timnath Serah, in MOUNT/the hill country of Ephraim- That Joshua was buried in his inheritance witnesses to the fact that God had indeed brought Israel into their promised inheritance as Abraham's descendants. That Joseph and Eleazar are also buried in their inheritances provides a second and third witness to establish the wonderful fulfilment of God's promises. 

24:31 Israel served the Lord ALL THE DAYS/throughout the lifetime of Joshua, and of the elders who outlived him, who had KNOWN/ experienced everything the Lord had done for Israel- But they failed to obey Deu 4:9-10, and teach the next generation the blessed reality and the power which they had known - failed to make central in their lives. It seems their witness largely died with them, which suggests that it ceased to be the determining factor for their lives/life-style. WE, are responsible to pass on what the Apostles gave witness to, Acts 21:22; 1 Cor 15:8-11; 1 Jn 1:1. The descendants of Joshua aren't mentioned - there was no hereditary leadership at this point, God continued to raise up leaders when under oppression his apostate people repented and pleaded with Him for help. 

24:32 Joseph's bones, the Israelites had brought up OUT OF/from Egypt- Gen  50:24-25; Ex 13:9. were buried at Shechem, in the.. land Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of silver, Gen 33:19. He may have been buried earlier, when Israel first gathered at Shechem, 8:30-35, but if so it needed to be mentioned before the book closed. this became the inheritance of Joseph's descendants- It became a central feature and rallying point for the descendants of his sons Ephraim and Manasseh, 1 Ki 12:1.

24:33 Eleazar son of Aaron died, they buried him in A HILL/at Gibeah- Gibah- A hill, or may be the name of a hill. which had been allotted to Phineas his son, in the hill country of Ephraim- Perhaps near Shiloh as it was on the eastern slopes of the hill country of Ephraim. Joshua, Joseph, and Eleazar were buried in Ephraim - the central part of Israel. "God buries His workmen but continues His work." 

Appendix I Historical Accuracy

As you read Joshua remember that in reading the history of any war you will find apparent contradictions, but it's reasonable to leave the problems unresolved and get on with learning what you can. Warfare IS confusing, even at the time, so a detailed history hides the pattern of events. A brief outline will contain what seems to be contradictions, and when those involved are dead there may be no way of checking. Here are examples from the WW2 North African Campaign. If you read in a World-War II newspaper "The Australians captured the Libyan port of Bardia from the Italians," and in another "The Germans captured Bardia from the South Africans," both are true, but the dates would be different. To quote a source I've forgotten - "If one report said Cunningham was commander in chief of the Army, and another report said Cunningham was the Air Force head, and another gave Coningham as Head of the Naval forces, it would seem a contradiction. The statements are all true. Three different persons are named. But a scholar reading of such a coincidence in Joshua would probably suggest that Cunningham, mis-spelled Coningham wasn't a name, but rather an ancient title meaning "The man in charge!" 

Appendix II The Witness of Archaeology

It's a shock to read things like "Archaeologists have dug up Jericho and Ai and proved they didn't exist at the time of Joshua."  
 As God's children we should be content to read His Word, believe it, learn its lessons and obey it. Information gained from digging up the ancient cities must be treated with caution. Archaeology is a special interest of mine, and it may help us understand how people lived in Bible times, but we NEED to face the relevant facts: 

1. Archaeologists are human, and their personal beliefs and wishes affect the way they interpret what they dig up. Some Christians are rashly eager to find "proof" that the Bible is right. Jews are eager to have their history confirmed. Arabs and their supporters are determined to prove that no Jews were in Israel before the time of Ezra. They are supported by atheists and agnostic humanists who fear that if they admit anything in the Bible is true they will have to admit there is a God, and that they must face God's Judgment. They require only the minimum evidence before claiming proof of the existence of other ancient peoples, or religions, but close their eyes to evidence that supports the Bible. In 1993 at Dan in North Israel D Biran found in a stone wall a broken part of a victory stele set up by a Syrian king, boasting of victories over "... am son of ... King of Israel, and...iah son of... ..g of the house of David." Bar 97/4, etc. (Hazael King of Syria defeated King Jehoram (allied to Ahaziah of Judah), 2 Ki 8:26-29. This inscription shows that within about 150 years of David's death the Syrian king accepted that David was the founder of Judah's royal family. But "Biblical Minimalists" still insist the inscription must say "The house of my UNCLE," or the inscription is a fake (it was photographed in 

place as soon as it was found) etc in support of their denial that King David existed. What an Archaeologist writes can present a case - as a Lawyer does in court - designed to cleverly distort the witness of the facts in order to win the case for the prosecution, or the defence. The BAR magazines presents articles from every point of view.

Early archaeological expeditions sent out by Christians were expected to find Bible supporting evidence, and received further funds as they did. No doubt they were at times too quick to claim they had found "proofs." When the mummified body of a Pharaoh showed traces of salt, some jumped to the conclusion he must be the Pharaoh drowned in the Red Sea, Ex 14. But chemical salts were used by Egyptians in preserving ANY body. When evidence was found of the total destruction of a city in Palestine they quickly claimed it was destroyed by Joshua. But evidence dug up since shows that the destruction and burning of cities was spread over the whole 350 years of Late Bronze age - the Bible says Joshua burned only Jericho, Ai, and Hazor. In contrast to this, anti-Israel attitudes in Syria means that if any Archaeologist claims to have found any reference to the existence of Jews, as Paolo Matthiae did at Ebla, he is promptly expelled! 

On quite flimsy evidence other people claimed that Jericho's walls fell outwards on one side, inwards on the others, or that the walls sank straight down into the ground, or that they fell because they were "Jerry-built" a wide wall resting precariously on a narrow base.

2. Naturally the records of enemy nations give very different selections of facts/interpretations of facts. So do rivals within nations - When Pharaoh Thotmes III shook off the domination of his sister Hatshepshut he had her name chiselled off buildings, and replaced by his. The heretic Pharaoh Akhenaten's name was also chiselled off - but in both cases the name remained in inconspicuous places. Only a fool would expect Egyptian records to mention an event as humiliating as the Exodus.

3. We can seldom be sure which town is being dug up - there are remains of at least 3 times as many towns as we have town names in the Bible. Only a few sites have been excavated, and then only parts of the town. Arab town names may date back to NT times, but the tradition may have started with a wrong identification. Reliable identification has been found for Arad, Beth Shean, and Hazor, Bar 83/4.

Appendix III Joshua's Long Day
Poetry is the best way of expressing deep emotions, but expressions like heart-break, heart bubbling over with joy aren't to be taken literally. Believing that God's Word is true doesn't mean that we literally are grass, or may grow wings and fly like eagles, Isa 40:6-7, 31. The oriental poetry of Judges 5 gives us a clear impression of Israel's joy in victory, but we don't imagine 5:20 means the stars were literally on the battlefield fighting against Sisera. 

There are two ways 
 of understanding what is being described in 10:13, Attempts at defending or attacking either are inconclusive. 

A. The sun stood still for an EXTRA whole day, Giving 24 hours of continuous daylight. (or 36 hours daylight for those who insist Hebrew Yom- Day, always means a 24 hour day. This would mean the sun maintained a constant position in the sky over Israel - presumably that the earth stopped rotating for a whole day without setting up destructive movement of wind and water. In defence of this there's mention of a long day in ancient Chinese records - but that may well be a poetic statement, not literal. Modern scientific minds may well say it's impossible. Certainly we can't see how it could be done. But in thinking that, we're like a small child watching a steam train racing past thinking it impossible for the driver to stop the train and make it reverse. God is the engineer in charge of the universe. We can't say God can't do what He likes with His creation. But we must be reluctant to insist that He ever works AGAINST the normal principles on which He established the functioning of physical, moral or spiritual nature. To do so is to suggests He isn't consistent, isn't faithful and true in what He manifests of Himself in Creation. That God over-rules all nature for good to accomplish His good purposes is certain. We who in our small measure know God in Creation, Rom 1:19, in His Word, and in Salvation in Christ, can't doubt that our God is able. But we dare not suggest that He acts unlawfully. To insist on interpreting any Scripture in the way that's most literal, difficult to understand and believe is presumption, not faith. 

B. At Joshua's command the sun stopped disappearing behind clouds, and continued to shine brightly throughout the normal course of the day. This is a far less spectacular miracle, but would meet the need of the moment. From the position of the sun we know it was morning when Joshua spoke. It would be obvious to Joshua that the Israelites needed a full day to totally defeat the Amorites. If heavy rain clouds blotted out the sun, and the hills were shrouded in rain and mist the fleeing enemy, knowing the area well, could evade the Israelites, and get back to their cities safely. At Joshua's command/expressed wish-prayer that God agreed to, the sun wasn't obscured by the storm clouds, and continued to shine brightly throughout the normal daylight hours for the whole day of pursuing the enemy. 

When the sun and moon stand still in Hab 3:11, it seems to be associated with thunderstorms, not a lengthening of day, and the whole passage is using storms as symbolising the power of God's anger. By normal sunset Israel's army would have been on the move for at least 18 hours, and an extra 12 hours daylight would have been little use to the exhausted men. Cp 1 Sam 14:23-30; 30:10. Unless, as Pink suggests the men's strength was renewed by God as many years later He promised in Isa 40:31. God does give to His people strength sufficient to do His will, but it's not for us to read miracles into Bible stories.

Appendix IV The Role of the Levites in Israel 

The Lord ordained that the Levites were to serve Him in a special way on behalf of all Israel. Apart from those assisting the Priests at the Tabernacle they were placed throughout all the tribes. They were given houses to live in, gardens, and conveniently placed shared pasture land for their family animals. Having so little land left them free to concentrate on developing among the Israelites in their area an understanding of God's revealed will/law, and its application to everyday life. They were to be a literate class, devoted to the religious, moral and social education of Israel. Few Israelites would have been more than a day's walk from a Levitical town. They could go there to receive unbiased help in settling disputes, and spiritual help from someone who should know more of God and His will than they did, Deu 17:6-18; 24:8; 27:9-26; 2 Chr 30:22; Neh 8:7-13; 9:4-6. 

Alpine plants flowering in their harsh environment demonstrate that, when undisturbed by man, God's order is simple, beautiful, and self-regulating. He intends the work of His servants among His people to be the same. While the secular Israelite was committed to developing his family's resources, God was the centre and stronghold of the tribe of Levi, 13:33. Their gardens and flocks would provide only bare necessities. The Lord had ordained that the Levites were to be supported with tithes, first-fruits, etc in recognition of the fact they were working for Him, on behalf of His people, Deu 12:11-29; 16:11-14; 18:1-8; :26:9-14; Neh 10:37-39. 

And in the measure they loved the Lord and gloried in knowing His will, and fellowshipping with Him in doing and teaching it, they prospered in material things. Their success in leading God's people to do His will was reflected in their receiving tithes, firstfruits, etc, which they would also share with needy people in the community, Lev 7:29-35; Num 18:9-19, 24; Deu 26:1-13. When they failed to maintain Godliness in Israel, they suffered financially, Neh 13:10-13. The same was true of those working with the priests who shared with the priests in the offerings, Num 5:9-10; Deu 18:1; 1 Sam 2:12-17. God’s self-regulating order, Gal 6:7-10, still over-rules His work. Around us today are churches dwindling and dying, or springing up and flourishing, as the natural consequences of their response to the Word of God and the Spirit of God. Although the APPEARANCE of growth won’t stand the test of time unless it is built on Christ crucified and His Word, Mt 7:24-27; 1 Cor 1:17-2:5; 3:10-15, the Lord is building His church, Mt 16:18, amid all the confusion of human display and Satanic counterfeit.

The Levites and Priest were nearer to God than the people, and witnessed to Him. This is true of all Christians, but all of us are called to witness, work and worship - there 

     is no priestly class among Christians, Gal 3:28. 
 Under the Gospel God's servants are also to be provided for, 1 Cor 9:15; 1 Tim 5:17-18. Like the Levites we're not to become entangled or pre-occupied with the things of the world, Lk 8:7, 14; 1 Tim 4:12, 15; 2 Tim 2:3-6. The commitment of the Philippian Believers to giving financial aid to Paul is linked with God's providing for their material and spiritual needs, Phil 4:15-19, and the principle is stated in 2 Cor 8:13-15; 9:6-11. Ministers who feed their flocks so they rejoice in the Lord and flourish spiritually, aren't likely to starve! Nothing in OT or NT supports any idea that "Princes of the Church" should live in Palaces, or sit in the house of Lords. That God's servant is entitled to eat of the fruit of his labour has to be balanced against the warning against covetousness, 1 Tim 6:1-10; Heb 13:5, and to take care in all he does, 2 Cor 6:3-4; Titus 2:8. That God has promised something requires us to claim it, 1 Jn 5:14, and it's ours if we do so in the right spirit, Jas 1:6-7; 4:3. Note the prayers of Jacob, Gen 32:18; Moses, Ex 32:13; David, Ps 119:58, Solomon, 1 Ki 8:25. 

The Cities of Refuge - Special Levite Towns

Now that the settlement of Israel in the land had been organised God set up a simple and reliable system of justice for the whole land. It's God's will that there should be some form of Government, Rom 13. Even in the simplest societies family members have caring responsibilities for each other. Cain WAS his brother's keeper, Gen 4:9. All relatives had some responsibility, but especially the closest competent male relative was to be the Goel-Kinsman-Redeemer of the poor and distressed, as in Ruth 3:9. In modern terms he was Trustee of the estate of the deceased. The Goel was also responsible to see his murderer was brought to Justice - Avenger-of-Blood. The Next-of-kin system met the needs of the unfortunate, and victimised. But in the case of Murder/manslaughter one could hardly be eager for the rights of the injured, AND be level-headed and kind in exacting penalties. God required strict justice - those who killed must be killed, Gen 9:6. 
 On the other hand He granted mercy wherever that was justified. God is a righteous God AND a Saviour, Isa 45:21. He Himself took some responsibility for accidental death, Ex 21:13. The next-of-kin was entitled to exact retribution. Cities of refuge were provided so the innocent offender could be protected until he could be tried and acquitted. These were within reasonable distance of/ accessible to all Israelites, and resident foreigners, Num 35:9-34; Deu 19:1-13. 

This system removed jurisdiction from the home locality to six selected cities controlled by the Levites who were responsible directly to God. They would generally be able to handle cases impartially, as local families weren't involved. As Levitical cities they were outside tribal rivalries, and the Law of Moses and its application should have been known there, 2 Chr 15:3; 17:7-10; 19:8-12; 30:22; 31:4; 34:13; 35:3; Neh 8:9. This safeguarded against the endless blood-feuds normal where justice is in the hands of next-of-kin. At the trial the Avenger-of-Blood would be the accuser. 

In Joshua it seems that the trial is at the city of refuge, and before the Lord in the person of the priests, as in Deu 19:10-21. (Literally priests in Hebron and Shechem, Levites in Kedesh, Golan, Ramoth and Bezer.) in Deu 19:12 the elders of his home town are to bring him back so the avenger of blood can exercise his rights, but that may be AFTER the trial, or the priest-Levite elders from the city of refuge may have taken the accused home for trial. The trial was before the congregation - the whole process open to the public, Num 35:22-28.  

The protection of the manslayer ceased if he prematurely stepped outside the city - Abner was safe within Hebron, but by stepping outside to talk to Joab, died as FOOLS/the lawless do, 2 Sam 3:33.  

Christ Himself is the city of refuge 
 for us sinners - who by sinning shared in His being murdered. Yet for the redeemed He is also our Goel so all Christians are forbidden to "Pay back," Rom 12:19-21. Preachers warn men to cease to delight in sin and flee to Christ from the wrath to come, Rom 1:18. Paul turned from all he had gloried in as a proud Pharisee, in order to be found IN Christ, Phil 3:9. We too have fled from self-righteousness to take refuge in Christ from God's righteous wrath against sin, Heb 6:18. Cp Ps 118:9. It's only when men are in fear of death that they're willing to flee, so we pray that the Holy Spirit will do His work of convicting them, Jn 16:8-9. All men are under condemnation unless they are sheltered by the atoning blood of Christ, Jn 3:16-18. 
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� 1 I know the Bible may seem at first to be like the scattered pieces of a jig-saw puzzle. But the pieces DO fit together if we read it enough and are willing to ask God's help to understand it and put it into practice. If a midge took as long to walk over a large oil painting as most Christians take to read through the whole Bible its impressions would be a bit disconnected too! If you read a whole book of the Bible through it's a great help. 20 years ago I read 1 Corinthians through each day for 10 days, and it became much clearer to me. It's the same with this book of Joshua. It shows us REAL people, facing the REAL issues of life. Physical issues, solved by Physical means, that make clear to us many of the spiritual issues we face and the invisible spiritual actions we need to take. What we find is God stepping down in grace to care for His people, and to transform their lives. Not willy-nilly, effortlessly for them, not by magic, but by making them face situations, and suffer or enjoy the consequences as they choose to obey, or disobey His commands. We do this with our own children, step by step with constant loving care and patient instruction, firm discipline, trial and failure and trying again. If you have been born again, that's what you've let yourself in for! 





� The numbers of people in cities and armies may seem far too big to us, and some think that the word for thousands may mean an armed warrior - ten armed professional soldiers, not ten thousand soldiers? And Translators tend to describe primitive things in language that fits their own times, not that of the times they are describing - KJV calls a bow and arrow ARTILLERY, 1 Sam 20:40.





� In our modern world we're obsessed with mechanical, mathematical accuracy. Apart from the carefully stated days of the annual feasts, that sort of thinking is found in the OT only in association with the Persian Empire as in Haggai. Judges that ruled/produced rest for 40 years include Othniel, Deborah, Gideon, and Eli, Judg 3:11; 5:31; 8:28; 1 Sam 4:18, as did Kings David, Solomon, Joash, 1 Ki 2:11; 11:42; 2 Ki 12:1. Josiah reigned 31 years, 2 Ki 22:1, and Jeroboam son of Joash 41 years, 2 Ki 14:23. No Judge or king is recorded as reigning 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 42, or 43 years. This suggests that numbers like 40 years may be used to express a spiritual truth, and we would be foolish to insist on mathematical accuracy. 





� Reliability of Early OT? Critics have argued that the events of the Exodus etc are so ancient it would have been impossible for any record of them to have been preserved accutaely. The first references to Sargon of Akkad were found in the library of Ashurbanipal, 668-627 BC. These proved to be accurate when earlier records were dug up - although written more that 1000 years after his death. This demonstrates the accurate preservation of ancient records. The oldest known scroll of Exodus seems to have been written about 250 BC. It may not have reached its present form until the monarchy, after 1000 BC. The Bible mentions the use of ancient records or oral traditions to fill out the Scriptures into the form that has come down to us today, 1 Chr 4:22; Prov 25:1. The text of Exodus doesn't show signs of Aramaic, Persian or Greek vocabulary or Grammar, so was formed before the Exile. Exodus refers to the ruler of Egypt simply as the Pharaoh, as was the custom in the New Kingdom of Rameses II 1279-1213 BC etc. That the city of Rameses, Ex 1:11 was a royal city at that time was soon forgotten, so the fact must have been preserved in Israelite records and memories. The Tabernacle and ark have similarities to Egyptian shrines and portable chests of that time. Bar 00/4 





� Estimated from sites so far discovered - Central Hill country population, 13th century 12,000, 12th century 55,000 11th century, 75,000. There may have been many nomads and primitive farmers as well, as cult centres have been found in isolated areas. Such people leave little archaeological evidence. Bar 80/2





� This shouldn't surprise us who have been saved by the Grace of God yet after rejoicing in God's initial triumph in our life - forgiven, justified, cleansed, sanctified, glorified - find that years of struggle to put on Christ, and live to His glory are needed for us to enjoy and experience that daily. 





� Once when I asked for some of the Beatitudes a child misquoted Mt 5:9 as "Blessed are the PACEMAKERS." That rings true. Blessed are those willing to obey God, and make the pace for others to follow! 





� Mustard seed obedience is enough, Mt 17:20. It's the certainty of the promise on which we step out that matters. So be sure God has promised what you are claiming. That we'll never be sick isn't promised. That sin won't have dominion over us IS promised, Rom 6:14. He will never leave or forsake us, Heb 13:5, but the full enjoyment of His provision is assured only as we are putting God's Kingdom and righteousness first in our lives, Mt 6:33.





� Not the homeland of the Hittites in Asia Minor, but areas settled or dominated by them within the promised land. Both Babylonia and Egypt referred to Syria-Canaan as the land of the Hatti= Hittites long after the Hittites had retreated north. 





� Prosper isn't to be taken in a narrow, materialistic way - in the short run those faithful to the Lord may suffer severely, as seen in Job, Ps 73, etc, but spiritually, and eternally, they will have no regrets, Ps 37; Rom 8:18; 1 Pet 1:3-9. 





� Abraham and Moses had done the will of God, as God spoke it to them directly. Joshua also had a different privilege which he shares with us today. God's will had been written for Joshua in a book, Ex 17:14. This gave him the solemn responsibility/privilege, of CHOOSING the amount of time he spent studying the written will of God. He had what we have, the blessedness of walking by Faith, rather than sight Jn 20:29. While we refer to the Bible as Law, Prophets, Writings, Gospels, Epistles, etc it's worth remembering that the first title was the LAW - the will of God set out for men to read, and respond to, in obedient faith. Cp Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:6, etc. That as Christians we're concerned with SPIRITUAL matters, battles, etc which are set before us in the OT largely in PHYSICAL situations and battles, in no way changes this. God wanted His Law to be kept before any King, Deu 17:18, and ALL the inhabitants of the land of Israel, Deu 31:11-13. David valued it, as set out in Ps 119. He urged Solomon to live in it/by it, 1 Ki 2:1-4, but Solomon failed miserably. Revival under Josiah and Nehemiah was associated with the public reading of the Law, 2 Ki 22-23; Neh 8:1-8. Pre-occupation with God's Truth and other positive knowledge is essential for good living, Deu 32:46; Prov 4:26; Hag 1:7; Lk 9:44; Phil 4:8. Joshua was a busy man, but heavy responsibilities are no excuse for cutting down prayer and Bible study time. 





� If I take a course in flying, and do exactly what my teacher tells me, I learn to fly. When I graduate with a pilot's license that doesn't free me to break the rules of safe flight that I've mastered. It leaves me free to fly safely and happily just as long as I don't depart from them. As long as Joshua walked in fellowship with the Lord, according to the laws God had given him, he would be free to be a God-given leader, and victorious in that role. When what we do is done in the Lord's name/in fellowship with Him, all the weight of His eternal Love, holiness, righteousness and power is behind what we say and do. At school a 6 year old, speaking in the name of the Principal, can walk up to a 10 year old and say "You've got to go to the Head's office," and expect to be obeyed. The Roman Legate who conveyed to the last independent Syrian King the Senate's demand that he refrain from attacking Egypt, is said to have drawn a chalk circle on the floor around him and said "Rome demands an answer from you before you step out of that circle!" He could lay down the law to the King in his own palace, surrounded by his guards etc - BECAUSE HE WAS ACTING IN THE NAME OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC! You and I are God's ambassadors demanding that all men everywhere repent, and pleading with them to be reconciled to God. We live in the glorious freedom of the Sons of God, but only as long as we live in obedience to His word. Everything we say must be what God says. We need to meditate on it so that it's readily available to us, understood, and we know how and when to apply it. Eating and drinking, working and playing, giving orders or obeying them, do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor 10:31. Cp Ps 37:4. It's only as we abide in Christ and His Word abides in us that we can ask what we will, and what we ask then in prayer will be what He offers us in His Word - what He has won our hearts to desire. And then by obeying His commands we live in His love, Jn 15:7-11. 





� As Jericho was on a trade route it must have had inns for travellers and traders. They would provide accommodation, food, drink, and in this sinful world women would be available at a profit, with no questions asked as long as the visitor had money. The word Zanah isn't used in the OT with the meaning Innkeeper, but innkeepers aren't mentioned as they weren't a feature of Israelite life. The destruction of Gilead and Bashan, and the invading Israelites camped over the river would have blocked the trade route, so the spies may have been the only strangers in town. Spies can't ask for information from officials. They had no friends to stay with, and loitering in the streets would make people suspicious. They had already raised questions in people's minds - the King soon sends to arrest them. An earlier Babylonian Law ran "If scoundrels plot together in an innkeeper's house and she does not seize them and bring them to the palace she shall be put to death." Hammurabi, Law 109.


Entering such a place wouldn't arouse suspicion as it was a natural haven for strangers. The blockade of the trade route may have left her alone in the house - unless some of her family were there, and automatically agreed with her action. As she was working with flax she may have ceased to be a harlot. Maybe Rahab guessed who they were, beckoned them in off the street, and said "I know who you are, I'll hide you. I'll do a deal with you." She already feared God, and chose their side against the Canaanite side. She was justified by her works, Jas 2:25, what she did, not by a nominal belief in God and His purposes. At the risk of her life she took sides with Him and His people, and did so effectively, so was Justified by Faith, Heb 11:31.) 





� No matter how godless the country and hostile to God its rulers may be - generally we're to obey rulers, Rom 13:1, and seek the welfare of the state, Jer 29:7. But where their commands oppose the declared will of God we must obey God, as in Dan 3:18; 6:10. It's not always possible to fear God AND honour the king, 1 Pet 2:17, and we must render to God His rights when rulers demand more than they should as His servants, Mk 12:17; Act 5:29. She refused to obey the King in his enmity to God and His servants, Lk 14:26. Her statement, 2:9-12, and God's verdicts on her, are relevant, Heb 11:31; Jas 2:25. The idea that we're free to do evil with the intention of it producing good is abominable to God, Rom 3:8, but that doesn't free us to condemn others for using worldly wisdom. There is no guarantee that speaking the truth in love is always better than wise silence! Still it's never right to do wrong, and to bear false witness is forbidden. We with our privileges have less excuse for lying - perhaps she should have merely invited them to search the house and left God to ensure they weren't found. God used her action as he used Moses' angry striking of the rock - but neither action exempted His servant from their sin. We need to pray Lead us not into temptation. 





� God sent His servants to spy out Jericho because He had one of His elect there. Just as Jesus had to go through Samaria, Jn 4:4, and through the sinful woman many came to life, Jn 4:28-29, 39, as Rahab's family did. Many notorious sinners, are found by the Gospel and transformed, and go on to live to His glory, 1 Cor 6:9-11; Titus 2:12-13. Those cut off from the covenant with Abraham, Rom 11:17; Eph 2:12, aren't ruled out of God's mercy. In grace, God still reaches down and saves those with no claim on Him, even the worst of people, Acts 5:31; Rom 6:23; Eph 2:8-9; 1 Pet 5:10. This can happen even when they have no direct contact with His Word or His Gospel-preaching servants, and, like Rahab they respond to a distant rumour of Him and His actions.





� As a spiritual orchestra/choir, God has given us our gift, placed us in the church, given us the infallible score of the written Scriptures, and our Invisible Conductor, the Holy Spirit.





� At first God's presence was made visible by a pillar of Fire/Cloud, Ex 13:21-22; Num 9:15-23. Now, as a challenge to faith, the only visible representation of the Lord's presence is the ark, and it moves only as they carry it. Growth toward spiritual maturity continued until men like Daniel and his friends - with NO Tabernacle/ Temple, priests, sacrifices etc - relied by faith on the witness of Scripture, Dan 9:2, to live in faithful obedient fellowship with God. We, indwelt invisibly by God, enjoy the blessedness of believing without any seeing, Jn 20:29, and so walk by Faith not sight, 2 Cor 5:7. Cp Jn 10:4; Col 1:18.





� Note the clear goals and step-by-step instructions that enabled them to act whole-heartedly together in a united and informed way. Cp effectiveness of General Montgomery in the desert campaign, World-war II. A clear chain of command - A child could say "We're crossing Jordan tomorrow. I know because my Dad said that our clan leader said our tribal leaders say that they heard Joshua say that God said..." 





� A fuller picture is given in Lev 28-30 re the consecration of the Priests - Cleansing water and consecrating blood- redemption, and oil- Holy Spirit applied to ear, thumb and toe - whole body/life set apart for the Lord, who bought us with His blood, 1 Cor 6:9-20; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Eph 5:25-27; 1 Pet 1:3-23. What our ears listen to, where our feet take us, and what our hands do, should not contradict what this symbolises - that the Blood of Calvary has redeemed us from sin and destruction. The Anointing of the Holy Spirit has endued us with new life to be lived under His guidance to the Glory of God and the furtherance of His purposes. If my tongue is to speak rightly of God, it must be in fellowship with a whole body and life-style that leaves the Holy Spirit ungrieved and free to act in His full power. Cp Jas 3:6-16. Clean special clothes - we put on Christ, as our fitness to fellowship with God and in His work. Eating the sacrifice - feeding on Christ the bread of life. Lev 10:9 No liquor - so as to be able to distinguish between clean and unclean. 


When the garden needs watering, it's nice to know there's water available from the city supply at high pressure, just needing us to attach the hose and turn on the tap. But if there are kinks in the hose only an ineffective dribble of water comes from the end of the hose. Does the water of life flow through you and me with the whole pressure of Heaven behind it? If our work for the Lord isn't effective maybe there are kinks in our lives that need straightening out.





� Although Marriage is Holy and good, as God's gift, 1 Tim 4:1-5, it can also be a distraction, so special occasions require refraining from the pre-occupying pleasure of marital union, 1 Cor 7:2-5, 29. Cp Lev 23:27-32, where the Atonement required everyone to concentrate attention on the requirements of fellowship with God, and his failures in this. 	





� It's nonsense to complain that God is doing little among us, as the fault is how little we're prepared to put ourselves into His hands. I like the story of the hard working Christian Negro farmer who took up an abandoned farm and made a success of it. He couldn't make the seed sprout, but he prepared the soil well and sowed it. He couldn't make the sun shine or the rain fall, or make the plants grow, but he cultivated around them, weeded and watered, Mk 4:26-29; 1 Cor 3:6-10. When his Pastor visited him he showed little interest in the man's labours, and (perhaps with an eye on a generous contribution to church funds) expressed his admiration in terms of "The Lord sure has blessed this farm!" The farmer agreed, saying "Yes Pastor the Lord and I have worked together and He has blessed this farm - but you should have seen what it was like when He had it on his own, before I worked at it!" Sir Sidney Smith's comment on the flourishing state of the Methodists in their early years was "They're ALL at it, and they're at it ALL THE TIME." An indolent church NEEDS revival, but God doesn't bless pious indolence. Like Israel we're to pack up, ready to go forward.





� They crossed Jordan on the 10th day of the month and celebrated Passover 4 days later. Passover is associated with the barley and flax harvest in Egypt, Ex 9:31. Rahab had flax drying on her roof, 2:6. Barley harvest came first, in early Summer, Ruth 1:22, followed a month or so later by the wheat harvest, Ruth 2:21-23. Normally people could wade through Jordan's fords, but it was in high flood from the melting of snow on the Lebanon mountains under the heat of Summer. Cp 1 Chr 12:14-15.





� As a young teacher in a sole-charge school I had to set out my intentions in a school scheme. When I re-read it a year later it gave me a shock to see what I had INTENDED to do, in contrast to the diminished routine I'd settled into. I believe that when we do business with God it is right and helpful for us to write out something of the terms and intentions - our "vows" if you like. It's humiliating to come to a crisis, hand over your life and circumstances to the Lord, claim His promises and set out to trust and obey Him - and later to realise that your great step forward merely repeats one thirty years back which you had failed to record/keep in mind. It's also helpful to tell your friends, ask their prayers, as per quote "It was only when I asked the prayer cell at University to pray that I'd manage a regular Quiet Time with the Lord that their constant enquiries as to my progress shamed me into actually doing it."





� The NATURE OF the memorial often provides the basis for the answer - Eg The Lord's Supper memorial speaks of sin, atonement, redemption by blood, forgiveness, acceptance by God, individual acceptance of Christ, needs met in Christ, His return for us, and our fellowship with Him in Glory. Along with Baptism it speaks strongly in answer to the question, "Why can't I live as I please?





� For those interested in the changing emphasis in different books of the Bible the Ark is called Ark of the Covenant//Ark of the Testimony Ex 0//18x Num 2x//2x, Deu 4x//0x, Josh 13x//1x, Judg 1x//0x, 1 Sam 3x//0x, 2 Sam 1x//0, 1 Ki 4x//0, 1 Chr 15x//0, 2 Chr 2x//0, Jer 1x//0, Heb 1x//0.





� It's not clear that those born on the journey to Kadesh weren't circumcised, but they are ignored. God's reasons for giving the land to them are set out in Deu 4:37-40; 7:7-13; 9:4-6. 





� As today a born again Believer living a defeated, worldly, sin-shackled life gives the world the chance to sneer at our Saviour and Lord. 





� The blood was shed and applied only ONCE, and Christ died for our sins ONCE ONLY, but there was for Israelites an annual remembrance. Just as week by week we remember OUR Redeemer, and redemption. God's obedient people kept the Passover down the years until the Lord with His disciples merged it with His Supper, because He, as the true Passover Lamb, died to provide spiritual redemption that's received by all who apply His life blood/atoning death to the door of their heart/life. They come to Him, believe in Him, receive Him and His work for them - eat Him/drink His atoning blood, offered to us all in the words of the Gospel, Jn 6:35, 37, 40, 45, 47, 50-51, 53-58, 63, 68-69. The Israelites were redeemed by the shedding of the blood of the Passover lamb, ONLY WHEN THEY CHOSE TO APPLY THE BLOOD TO THEIR OWN HOUSE. It's the same with the atoning death of the Lamb of God slain to take away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29. It's only those who in response to the Gospel confess they're sinners under God's righteous judgment, and so apply His blood to themselves, who are saved and safe from judgment. 








� Passover 14th. Unleavened Bread 15th. First-fruit sheaf presented the day after the Sabbath, Lev 23:11 - the day Christ rose from the dead. Then the new harvest was eaten. The Manna speaks of Christ in His incarnation, the bread that came down from Heaven to provide what we could never provide. Justification in Christ, like the Manna, is His work alone. We take it by Faith as it is, and can do nothing towards producing it. The old corn/produce of the land speaks of Christ risen and in glory as High Priest and Intercessor, Heb 4:14-16. He provides us with new life, and the means of living it day by day. Living the Life granted in Grace - claimed by Faith - involves constant effort on our part to put on Christ. We reap what we sow, and live on it (as the Israelites sowed their crops from now on) yet we can do so by God's grace alone. 


In Sovereign grace God provided Israel with a way into the promised land. In response they were circumcised, kept the Passover, and took up their responsibility to sow and reap in fellowship with God, to meet their food needs. These events followed each other rapidly in a continuous process - a reminder that they were essentially different aspects of a single event. For Christians too Repentance/Faith, being born and baptised of the Spirit, being Justified and Sanctified, being baptised in water- renouncing self, and walking in Christ in a new life, are all aspects of one event. It's important with adult converts that full advantage be taken of their first joy in the Lord by establishing their lives on a sound Biblical basis. Unsparingly making oneself available for shepherding, discussion, and mutual prayer so they learn to obey the Lord fully and promptly - not held up by our being too busy, too reluctant to accept responsibility to disciple them. 





� As God alone was to be worshipped, Ex 20:1-6; Deu 6:13; Mt 4:10, we know that it was God who spoke to Joshua. As in Gen 18; 22; Ex 3:2-6, the distinction between the Angel and the Lord fades as the story proceeds. Cp the commissioning of Isaiah, Isa 6, Ezekiel, Ezek 1, and Mary, Lk 1:26-38. No man can see God, Ex 33:20; Jn 1:18; 1 Tim 6:16. Yet in Grace God revealed Himself/made it possible for people to see sufficient of His personal presence for their needs to be met, Gen 16:7-13; 18:33; Ex 23::20-21; 24:10-11; 33:18-23; Num 12:6-8; Judges 2:1-4; 6:12-23; 13:21; Ezek 1:26; Dan 7:13-14; 10:5-6. It would seem that these were appearances of the Son, as this fits with the NT statements about Him, Jn 1:18; 14:9; 1 Cor 10:4, 9; Col 1:12-15; Heb 1:1-3; Heb 11:26.





� Cp Saul/Paul Lord what would you have me to do? As civilians we're used to a life centred around our individual interests etc. When recruited as soldiers men face the fact that their life must have a new centre, and the basic army rule is "Obey orders, don't argue." Only those who obey orders have the right to relay orders, Mt 8:9. All God's children must learn that truth as they are also His soldiers, 2 Tim 2:3-4.





� As Bible Teachers we are under God the Teacher and must function in relation to Him, teach what He taught, teach in the way He taught and apply it as He did. As Elders/Pastors we are under the Great Shepherd of the sheep, Heb 13:20. The Lord was the Commander of the visible hosts of Israel, and is of the Church, as well as the invisible hosts of heaven. But we share with Him responsibility for visible leadership of the visible church. Our personal dealings with our Invisible Commander are the means by which He in grace has ordained that His visible servants do His visible work in this world. God commissioned Moses from a burning bush. Moses led Israel through the wilderness, God being present in unfailing flame. As an army commander He confirms Joshua's commission to lead Israel as a conquering army..





� Although we're saved by grace alone, Jn 10:27-28; Eph 2:8-10, and kept by the power of God, 1 Pet 1:5, there's for us a narrow gate to find, a road to walk, Mt 7:14, a race to be run, Phil 3:8-15; Heb 12:2, and rules to obey, if the rewards are to be ours, 2 Tim 2:5. 





� The declaration that something was Cherem was total and irreversible, Lev 27:28-29; Deu 13:16; 20:10-18, etc. The Creator automatically has the right to destroy malfunctioning creatures, Jer 18:6; 45:4; Mt 10:28; Lk 13:3; Rom 9:20-21. God is eternally Holy, Righteous, Love. Israel functioning in this world, with this-world blessings, was required to be involved in enforcing God's judgments. Christians as objects of God's mercy, and functioning in the spiritual world, with spiritual blessings, are required to interact with other sinners with their salvation in view, 2 Cor 5:12-21. Our battle is spiritual, 2 Cor 10:4-5; Eph 6:10-20; 2 Tim 2:1-4. We must leave all righteous retaliation and judgment for God to enforce at the last day, Rom 12:19-21. While all mankind has rebelled and are liable to God's judgment, His desire is always that they might repent and live, 2 Chr 7:14; Jer 18:5-10; Ezek 33:1-11; Jon 4:11. But there's a point of no return beyond which judgment must fall, Gen 15:16; Rom 1:18-32. Heb 10:26-31; 2 Pet 3:3-11. See also Appendix I.





� We're not told the method God would use, but Lakad is used of involving the Urim and Thummim in 1 Sam 14:42. Prov 16:33 says The lot is CAST- tul- to cast down or out, carry away, send out. in the  LAP- Cheq- Bosom, lap, midst, within - but every decision is from the Lord. Possibly this refers to the Urim and Thummim being withdrawn by the High Priest from the Breastplate of Judgment/decision-making to give guidance, Ex 28:30. As the words Urim and Thummim mean Lights and perfections, (LXX manifestation and truth) they may have indicated yes/no by lighting up, or not.


Pink laments that many churches experience spiritual deadness - the preaching of God's Word leaves people unmoved, and there is in them little evidence of the Grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. He says this shows a great need for us to remember the holiness of God, repent quickly, and execute judgment on sin - purge out the leaven, 1 Cor 5:1-8. While this is true, a self-righteous search to find an "Achan" to put the blame on and get rid of is worse than useless. Rather, we should concentrate on examining ourselves and saying Is it I Lord? Mt 26:21-22. But even then morbid introspection paralyses. As God's servants we must handle His word reverently, Deu 6:16-18; 11:8-9, 22-23; 20:2-4; 28:1, 15, in an even-handed way. God's sovereign and unlimited Grace must be proclaimed joyfully, and His warnings passed on solemnly. Notice how often they are set forth together, Jn 3:16-19, 36; 8:31-32; 10:31-34; Gal 2:20; 2 Tim 2:19-21; Heb 10:15-31, 1 Jn 3:1-3. While Scriptures such as Joel 2; Micah 7; Mat 5-7, don't apply directly to us, they teach us valuable lessons. If we refuse to let doctrinal niceties distract us and read them in conjunction with Rom 8;14; Gal 5; Eph 4; Phil 2 and 3; Col 3; Titus 2:1-3:11; 1 Pet 1:3-23; 2 Pet 1:1-12; 3:10-18; 1 Jn 1:3-9; Rev 2:1-7, as a call from the heart of God to our hearts, we should be roused from smug inertia without being plunged into legalism or despair. 





� Scripture acknowledges the wicked, cruel folly and violence of mankind without in any way approving that behaviour. Eg the revengeful behaviour of an army which has captured a city after suffering the frustration and injuries/losses in besieging it. They have been deprived of their wives, the opportunity of gainful work, and lived in fear as their companions were killed alongside them - Murder, rape and pillage was the normal celebration of conquest, Zech 14:2. Israel's action in regard to their first conquest, Jericho, was intended to proclaim a truth that lay at the back of the whole conquest. In the conquest of Jericho women were murdered along with their menfolk, instead of being raped, and the loot was heaped up, burned, and if it came through the fire as Metal objects did, "disinfected" by fire, handed over to God. While not lessening the horribleness of the conquerors' actions, this proclaimed to all that the horrors were an act of God's Justice, not merely the consequences of human lusts. This is the testimony that was spoiled by Achan's action.





� Years ago I tested the method at school. Instead of my usual nagging at eight-year-old children for scribbling on rulers, pencils etc, one year I strapped the first person I saw doing it. The class was so shocked when I explained what he had done that rulers etc stayed unusually clean that year. I felt the "sin" was too trivial for such a punishment, but I'd proved the method worked well.





� If you have time to waste you may try to work out how this fits in with 8:12. There are many possibilities. There may have been changes of plans. The two companies may have been put in different places, etc. As always it's best to glance at alternative understandings but to look to the Lord, ask Him to speak to us if we need to know more, and concentrate on what we CAN understand of what He may have to say to us in the words as they come to our hands.





� Such as Rahab, 6:25, Gibeonites 9:1-27; Kenites, Judges 1:16. After the initial wiping out of Canaanites those not born Israelites who chose to live among them were to be treated well, submit to the same laws, and receive the same privileges - presumably with a view to their being absorbed into Israel to their mutual blessing, Ex 12:19, 48-49; Lev 16:29; 17:15; 18:26; 19:34; 24:16.





� In the quieter days of my youth before cars etc were common where we lived in the country, a workmate of my father recited correctly to him the main points of a sermon preached outside our chapel which he had heard from a mile away. 





� The bread was obviously stale. They felt no need to ask God what to believe or to do. Whether the questions we face seem big or small, simple or difficult, if we wish to be godly and guided, our whole attitude must be one of constant dependence on the Lord, His Word and His Grace. It's best to start each day asking His guidance and over-ruling on it. God alone knows how a small thing may trigger a major disaster, as David's staying home from a military campaign brought disaster on his family, and nation. Solomon as a lad was married to an Ammonite Princess taken in that campaign, (Her son Rehoboam was 41 years old when he succeeded his Father who died after reigning 40 years.) That started a pattern of his marrying foreign princesses for political and trade advantages and that ended in worshipping their gods. Even a simple and obvious decision may be the bait which conceals a hook.





� Among the Tel Amarna letters (1391-1337 BC) are six from Abdi-Heba of Urusalim/Jerusalem who ruled from just south of Bethel, as far south as Hebron. He uses the Egyptian title Hazing- Town Governor, as the other "Kings" in Canaan do. He mentions caravans of tribute sent to Pharaoh and 50 Egyptian soldiers staying in Jerusalem. A letter from the king of Gath accuses Abdi-Heba of bribing the elders of Keilah and taking the town from him. Bar 97/4. Bar 98/4. The remains of an Egyptian temple from about this time have been found near the Garden Tomb, outside Jerusalem, Bar 82/3; 00/3. 





� It's helpful to see the interaction between God and His servants. Human action - Joshua marched men all night. Divine action - God sent great hailstones. Human Action Joshua asked the sun to stand still. Divine action - It did. Human fellowship with God and His fellowship with us brings human triumph, that furthers God's purposes.





� The Lord intervenes in miraculous ways by using the forces of Nature, or without them - The Flood, Sodom, at the Red Sea, the Jordan, Cp  Ex 14:24-28; Judg 4:15; 5:20-21; 1 Sam 7:10; 2 Sam 22:14-15; 2 Ki 6:6; Ps 18:13-15; 77:17-19; 144:6;. Dan 3:27 Hos 1:7; Rom 4:19. Men may see problems and raise doubts, but God being God does what He does, and has done what He says He has done. He accepts responsibility for everything that happens, whether done directly or through His servants, including rebel ones, Isa 45:5-7. 





� Excavation shows that Canaanite Lachish was destroyed and burnt in the 13th century. It was rebuilt by Canaanites. It was under Egyptian control and an object stamped with the name of Ramesses III 1182-1151 suggests it wasn't destroyed till about 1150. No Philistine pottery has been found in Canaanite Lachish, so it was destroyed before the Philistines settled in nearby Gath and Ekron. The site was abandoned for many years before Lachish was rebuilt by Israelites. This fits the wiping out of the local population. Bar 87/1. 





� Written JBN, or IBN in old Hebrew, the letter Yod being either J or I. Cp Ithra, KJV 2 Sam 17:25/Jether, 1 Chr 2:17. It seems to have been a dynastic name of Hazor's kings as Ben Hadad was in Damascus. A Jabin king of Hazor is named in the Tel Amarna tablets. Tablet found in Mari on the Euphrates record the supply of 15 Kg of tin, etc to King Ibni Addu of Hazor. Bar 99/3.





� Excavations show that Canaanite Hazor covered more than 200 acres - probably 60,000 inhabitants. It dominated the main route from Egypt to Mesopotamia through Jezreel Valley, Damascus, etc. It's mentioned in records from Egypt, Tyre, and Mari. Hazor's Ruler is the only Canaanite given the full title KING in the Tel Amarna letters. 





� Pharaoh Seti I claims to have burned it about 1300 BC. Archaeological evidence suggests Hazor was burned again about 1230 BC - the ashes and charred wood are in places 3 ft deep. The palace was floored with Lebanon cedar, some charred remains carbon-dated to the 13th century. Apart from those that were buried under floors before the city fell, all statues or idols were destroyed, including a large Babylonian-style palace entrance stone lion. A statue was smashed into more than 100 pieces, and small bronze Egyptian gods/goddesses had arms and legs cut off. The conqueror's rejection of idolatry was so strong they didn't take the valuable bronze and re-use it, Deu 7:5; 12:3. No Egyptian or Canaanite army would have done that. Nor would the Sea-peoples if they had come so far inland. Israel existed at the time as recorded in the Merneptah stele. There is no reason to doubt that Israel was the destroyer. Bar 99/3. Hazor was back in Canaanite hands in Judg 4:1-3, or the new Jabin may have ruled from another city which he called Hazor after their ancient capital city. When Hazor was rebuilt it shows simple pottery like that in the Galilean hill villages. Bar 82/3. 





� Our sympathy for those weeping in Hell gives us no reason to criticise God's failure to provide another occasion of Mercy for them. That they continue to gnash their teeth against God, Mt 13:42, and the Grace they refused, shows that if Christ allowed Himself to be crucified for them once more, they would again spit in His face, and spitefully trample under their feet the very blood of God-become-man shed to provide forgiveness and cleansing for them, Heb 10:26:31.





� Archaeological evidence suggests Taanach, and Megiddo were destroyed about 1125 BC. This fits 17:11-12; Judg 1:27 which says that the Israelites held the hill country for some time while Canaanite cities backed by chariot armies held the fertile plains. When Megiddo was rebuilt it was an unwalled town of Israelite four roomed houses. The temple and public buildings weren't rebuilt, although they had been rebuilt after every destruction in the previous 2000 years. Bar 82/3.





� � Water baptism is the proclamation and symbol of this truth, and it publicly commits us to the life of Gal 2:20. So water baptism is an empty sham unless we have already been baptised by the Spirit into the body of Christ. Those born of Jewish parents were circumcised. Those born of God should be baptised. Our children must deal with God for themselves, and we must do all we can to encourage them do so. 





� The same may be true today, that individuals and congregations should make a start by concentrating their attention on specific fields of service while being open-hearted to all the Lord's work. Paul realised that knowledge of what God had prepared for us wasn't naturally acquired, 1 Cor 2:9 and was concerned about how much of his possessions remained unclaimed, and pressed forward to win them, Phil 3:13-14. At the same time although he could make only a start at evangelising the Gentiles, he was eager to reach out into Spain, etc. Luther, Zwingli etc, could also only make a start in bringing the Church back to Bible obedience. Carey made a start in Missionary obedience, etc. (See booklet Reformation towards the NT Pattern.) Thinking of the need of further areas is a positive use of time. All that the Father gives the Son will be His, Jn 6:37, and that exists alongside Mt 28:18-20. But in doing this we must not ignore our responsibility to "grow up in Christ," Eph 4:15. I pass on a quote I found helpful. "The areas of world unreached by the Gospel may be reachable only as unreached areas with our hearts/lives are surrendered to the Gospel and we're filled with the Spirit." 





� Papyrus Harris written immediately after the death of Ramesses III claims he defeated the Sea Peoples in land of the Amurru, (Nth Syria) 1175, and in a sea battle. It claims Egypt took some prisoners and settled them in Egypt, apparently on his payroll as mercenary troops. Bar 82/3 91/6. Philistines are mentioned in Gen 21:32-34; 26:1-18 - they may have been present as traders, or a later scribe gave the name Philistines as they lived in the area where the Philistines lived.





� In Gen 15:19 this was the name of some Canaanites. Caleb may have been of mixed descent - included in Israel, by Grace, and an example of Faith. Cp Ruth, Naaman, and the centurion, Mt 8:10. 





� After Num 13-14, Caleb fades from sight, but he had held on to the promises of God through Moses, and responds promptly when the time comes. That his vigorous involvement results in a generous share is obvious. We also influence the greatness of the inheritance we take up, Lk 16:16 - we lay hold on life/ enlarge our sphere of service? 





� Iron Age pottery etc leaves it unclear whether Canaanite or Israelite, but pig bones number less that 1% of bones - nearby Philistine towns Askelon and Ekron they number 18%. 1100 BC Town destroyed by fire, rebuilt in different style, more obviously Israelite. Bar 97/1 





� Several of the names of Machir's sons, and Zelophehad's daughters occur in place names or are referred to in Samaritan records. It was about 400 years down the path of history since Joseph had the sons of Makir, like Hepher, on his knees, Gen 50:23, but they claim their rights through faith in God's promise made in Num 36:1-13.





� The use of iron, and of chariot armies marked them out as having a more advanced culture, and organisation, which discouraged attack by Israelites. But chariot armies could become useless when heavy rain created flooding and boggy conditions, as with Sisera, Judg 4-5, note 4:14-15; 5:21. Conquering the fertile lowlands was a matter of Faith-determination-timing. Throughout Joshua a positive attitude is displayed towards the prospect of completing the conquest. The attitude in Judges is much less so - the loyalty to the Lord, His commandments, and the will to conquer in His Name, and claim what He has given lapsed with the Joshua generation. 





� Shiloh was probably what is now called Khirbet Seilun. The site has the remains of a Canaanite town from 2 000 to 1200 BC, followed by an Israelite town, 1200- 586 BC. The outline of a rather large building alongside the town may mark the site of the Tabernacle. 





� In Deu 33:12 Moses spoke of the Lord making Benjamin secure (as he was between the strong tribes, Judah and Ephraim) and of the Lord (as He did in His Temple) dwelling on Benjamin's shoulders. Benjamin's link with the other two was a potential uniting factor in Israel. Arthur Pink, and others have suggested the names of the tribes, and their order here shows an interesting sequence:- Benjamin- Son of the right hand, Gen 35:18- Power and authority. Simeon- Hearing 29:33, precedes faith/new birth. Zebulun- Dwelling, 30:20, Security in Christ. Issachar- Hire, reward, 30:18, we have great rewards. Asher- Happy, 30:23, we're happy and blessed. Naphtali- Wrestling, 30:8. We wrestle with evil. Dan- Judging, 30:16, We must judge self. 





� The Canaanites had held the land from Ugarit in Syria, to the Egyptian border. By 1150 BC they were left in control of only the Sea Coast of Lebanon centred on Sidon, and Tyre, where they became the Phoenicians. They still worshipped Baal/Asherah, 1 Ki 16:29-33. Bar 93/1 





� NIV follows LXX in omitting Judah here. The Hebrew text has Judah upon Jordan, perhaps because Jair whose land lay East of Jordan had a link with Judah, 1 Chr 2:21-22.





� Pink says the meanings of the city Names point to the work of Christ, the City of Refuge to whom we have fled: Kedesh- Holiness. Christ is the Holy One who makes us holy, 1 Cor 1:30. Shechem- Shoulder Strength, Isa 9:7, and security, Lk 15:5. Hebron- Fellowship. Bezer- Fortified, Safety. Christ is our stronghold, Ps 91:21; Nahum 1:7. Ramoth- Height, exaltation. In Christ we are, Eph 2:6. Golan- Exultation, joy - He is anointed with joy, Heb 1:9  and was moved by it, Heb 12:2-3. We joy in God Rom 5:11. Christ provides for us all these blessings. The cities were accessible to all and so is Christ, 1 Jn 2:1-2. 





� The Levites 23,000 males, in Num 27:62. The Priests Eleazar and Ithamar with their children, grandchildren, etc would, at this stage, have totalled perhaps 300 people, and yet they received 13 of the 48 cities allotted to the Levites. Presumably this had in mind the future expansion of their numbers - 4289 priests returned with Ezra, but only 341 Levites, Ez 2:36-42. Possible factors: In choosing Aaron and his wife, God chose wisely those who would be loyal to Him and prosper/multiply. People in positions of importance tend to have a higher survival rate. The high status of the priests would mean that in their intermarriages the couples and their descendants would tend to aim at being classified as priests, rather than Levites. That Jerusalem and Bethlehem - where a Levite was living, Judg 17:7, were not listed makes nonsense of the suggestion by Bible critics that these lists were made up AFTER the monarchy was established, etc. 





� Some of the towns may have been known by different names, over the years. But the variations in place names, etc witness that God has preserved His Word for us through the hands of careful scribes and translators whose efforts leave many uncertainties of detail alongside the essential certainties. That this is so witnesses against any idea that God ensured the mechanical maintenance of accuracy of all details of Scripture. There is no PERFECT, ACCURATE, INERRANT manuscript or text of any Scripture. God has preserved His unchanging word, in many Mss which vary in some details, as scribes tried to keep the meaning clear as language changed.





� The Reuben list is omitted from many Hebrew Mss, but is in the ancient versions, and these cities are needed to make up the 48 total. The 1917 Jewish version by Dr Jastrow etc notes that 21:36-37 largely relies on 1 Chr 6:63-64.





� The land promised to Abraham at Shechem and Jacob at Bethel, was said to be "This land" Gen 12:7; 28:15. Only the North-South boundaries were given in Gen 15:18-21, but it included the land of the Amorites. Some of these were EAST of Jordan, under king Sihon, Num 21:13-25, 32, + Og Deu 3:8-9. WEST of Jordan 5 Kings, Josh 10:5. Gilead is included in Moses' vision of land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Deu 34:1-4, Gilead is mine, Ps 60:7. 





� The natural division of the country, added to tribal divisions, made mutual suspicion and hostility more likely. Gilead didn't join in, in Judges 5. Gilead and Ephraim were hostile in Judg 12:1-6. Building the altar could have been a rejection of the Lord, and of the unity of Israel as it was later with Jeroboam. But even if they had intended to offer sacrifices on the altar it might not have been against God's will. God's expressed intention and desire was that ALL offerings should be made on one central altar, Deu 12:1-30. But the point of Deu 12 may be a contrast between the HOLY altar of the Lord with the UNHOLY High Places/altars of the Canaanites which Israel must not use for worship. Plurality of sanctuaries wasn't banned until the reforms of Josiah. In addition to the Tabernacle Altar they had been commanded to build an altar, and offer sacrifices, when they entered the land, Deu 27:1-26, and Joshua did, 8:30-31. Gideon was commanded to build an altar and sacrifice, Judg 6:24-26, Apparently acceptable altars/sacrifices were made by Samuel at Zuph, 1 Sam 9: 5-20; Gilgal 10:8; Bethlehem, 16:2-5; David at Jerusalem, 2 Sam 24:21-25; Solomon, at Gibeon, 1 Ki 3:4-6; Elijah at Carmel, 1 Ki 18:30-39. Cp 2 Ki 14:1-7.


We too must prove all things in order to hold fast what is good, 1 Th 5:21. Cp 1 Cor 6:2-5; Rev 2:2. Maintaining the unity of Israel was important, and religious deviations were to be taken seriously and carefully investigated. If apostasy persisted, as a last resort punitive action was commanded to restore united loyalty to God, Deu 13:12-18; Judg 20. But unity preserved by attacking others is at best problematical, and costly. Cp civil war in USA. It must be avoided wherever possible, and anything beyond minimal action will be regretted, Judg 20:43-21:23. The Lord provided a routine for the preservation of unity in the Church, Mt 18:15-20. (+forgive, or else!) But tension between concern for unity, Jn 17, and to preserve a people holy before a holy God, 1 Cor 5:1-13; 2 Cor 6:14-18 remains, This requires us to hold to essentials of the Faith, 2 Jn 2:7-11, yet be tolerant with those who disagree on other matters, 1 Cor 3 and 8. 





� Fear is a self-imposed suffering. Both sides confessed they had thought ill of each other. All Church History, including our own shows this situation happening again and again. Our Lord has called us to live in love for each other - live in faith, Jn 15:7-17; Rom 14:1-15:7; 1 Cor 13:1-7; Eph 4:11-16. Yet instead of living in Faith - confident, trustful obedience to the Lord - I find it easy to view every change around me as threatening myself, family, the Lord's people and His work. As God's children we need to realise that our being crippled by worrying is an insult to our Father. Instead we must avoid crippling fear by handing ourselves and our problems over to Him. And by choosing to direct our attention and thoughts to the positive aspects of life in this world, Phil 4:4-9. As God's servants we need to hand ourselves and our responsibilities for His work over to Him, and realise that He is well able to keep His promises and accomplish His purposes, Rom 14:4. A low view of self, and a high view of the Lord will save us from many needless fears, suspicions, and divisions Eph 3:17-4:6. The East-Jordanites building a large Witness-Altar because of their suspicion that they would be treated as outsiders, and forced away from God. And the West-Jordanites' suspicion that they had acted in religious apostasy is a reminder of the bitter fruits of suspicion to this day. The historical church divisions, and even those arising from physical separation by distance, or casual variations of doctrinal emphasis, form and routine of worship and witness, etc are likely to provoke suspicion as to the motives and orthodoxy of groups that differ from ourselves. Such suspicion is seldom to our credit - as it wasn't to the credit of those involved in the events of this chapter. 





� Some suggest literal hornets - but the word hornet is singular. One hornet couldn't do much, so it's not literal. Northern Egypt used the hornet as a symbol, so some suggest earlier Egyptian campaigns in Canaan had reduced the defensive capacity of the towns, but the Bible doesn't use the hornet elsewhere as a symbol of Egypt. The Hebrew word translated Hornet is unclear, though the LXX says hornet. If we stay within Scripture this is simply another way of saying that God used the news of His actions on behalf of Israel to weaken Israel's enemies with fear and panic, 2:9-11, 24; 5:1; 6:27; Ex 15:14-16; Deu 7:20. This is made clear when the two ideas are used in parallel in Ex 23:27-28. Cp Midianite panic, Judg 7:9-21, and Syrians in 2 Ki 7:5-7.





� It's a joy today to see people responding to the Gospel, but we shouldn't modify it by adding promises of health, wealth and happiness, or by hiding that it involves death to self, Gal 2:20, etc. If we do that it produces crowds of shallow responses, Mt 13:5-6, 20-21.





� We usually think of the word “jealous” in a bad sense of sinful jealousy. But no good man who truly loves his wife, or woman who loves her husband, can be content to share her/him with other lovers. Their mutual joy requires them to cleave to each other and leave all others, and so does the GOOD of each. God's love for His own is such that He can't be tolerant when they have committed themselves to Him, and yet instead of living in His love, choose alternative sources of pleasure outside His will. Ex 20:5; 34:14; Deu 4:24; 6:14-15. The holiness of God means that the joy we share with Him depends on our being willing to be holy - He has set us apart for Himself so we must set ourselves apart for Him so that pleasing Him/ having fellowship with Him comes first in our lives, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; 1 Pet 1:15-17. 





� Jericho- B G Wood summarises: In the 1930's John Garstang came to the conclusion that Joshua had conquered the city and burned it soon after 1400 BC. (The cemetery near Jericho contains Scarabs from Pharaohs down to Amenhotep 1386-1349.) All excavators agree that it was burned when there was abundant stored grain - which fits Joshua's attack just after harvest time. Kathleen Kenyon did further excavation in the 1950's and put the date of the city's destruction back to 1550 BC - long before Joshua's time. (The majority of scholars still say Israel didn't enter the land until 1250-1200 BC.) She decided on the earlier date because she found no expensive Cypriot pottery - BUT she was excavating only small areas in a POOR area of the town. Much of the pottery she excavated was in fact typical of Canaanite pottery in the LATE Bronze Age - 1550-1400. (Wood gained his Ph.D. studying pottery from that period.) Garstang's collection features some Cypriot pottery. Kenyon's suggestion that the city was destroyed by the Hyksos, or the Egyptians makes little sense - their campaign was up the Coastal trade route. Jericho's had its main wall at the crest of the slope, and a revetment wall 15 ft high of large boulders round its base. Between them was a sloping bank of hard packed earth, and on it the remains of poor quality housing - that's when Rahab's house would have been. Kathleen Kenyon found that clay bricks - apparently fallen from the wall on the crest of the mound when it collapsed, were heaped up against the revetment wall to almost its full height. These would have formed a ramp for the invaders to go straight up and into the city. Kenyon also said that rooms apparently collapsed before the city was burned.  Bar 90/2. 


Ai was thought to be Khirbet et Tell excavated in the 1930's & 1960's. Evidence shows it was a major city in the Early Bronze age 3000-2860 BC, but destroyed and remained a ruin for 1100 years. The top of the hill was a small village of about 1200 people in Iron Age I 1220-1125 BC, then abandoned. Bar 85/2. But Bethel probably isn't Betin. Bireh is the distance north of Jerusalem Jerome said Bethel was and nearby Khirbet Nisya could be Biblical Ai. Both were inhabited at the right time, and not excavated yet. Bar 87/5.





� Improbable suggestions: Damam is used of the nations standing still/being dumb with shock, in Ex 15:16; and soldiers in 2 Sam 20:12. Cp also Isa 24:21-23; Joel 3:15-16. So Joshua tells the Sun and moon to be dumb with amazement at Israel's triumph over the Canaanites. Joshua asked for a solar eclipse to frighten the Canaanites - but Sun and Moon were on opposite sides of the sky, 10:12. Seeing Sun and Moon in the sky together meant bad luck to some ancients. Joshua wanted it to stay that way to frighten the Canaanites - they were already running too fast to notice!  God sometimes stops the sun from rising, Job 9:7, He did it for 3 days in Egypt, Ex 10:22 - but its light reached the Israelites. In both cases rain clouds or dust clouds presumably blocked the sunlight. I've worked all day in clear sunshine while a solid wall of fog covered the city to within a Kilometre of me. The sun went backwards in Isa 38:8 - It was the shadow that went backwards. I once spent an hour watching tree shadows move backwards and forwards 30 Cm/1 feet on my office wall as a succession of narrow clouds passed in front of the sun. "X" calculating the position of stars, planets etc found discrepancies which neatly fitted Joshua's long day + Hezekiah's sun going backwards - sounds nonsense. The position of the Sun shows it was late in the day - it was in the eastern sky, so morning. 





� Under the OT order, the priests sprinkled blood, and the Levites skinned the animals, 2 Chr 35:11. Today the Lord Himself is THE priest, and all the SPIRITUAL work of His Church is done by Him, Jn 15:4-5, but we like the Levites do the PHYSICAL work of witnessing and showing His love to people. 





� God sets a high value on the life of each individual - gifted or not, strong or weak, rich or poor, Prov 14:31. This contrasts with the indifference as to whether the poor/underprivileged live or die in Communist countries, or under Non-Bible based religions - High Caste Hindus cared little what happened to low caste ones. To deface the King's image on a coin, etc was considered a form of treason. Fallen man is still in a sense in the image of God, 1 Cor 11:7; Jas 3:9, and to recklessly destroy human life is treason against God and His purpose for mankind. Exile in a city of refuge meant that even accidental killing was taken seriously and the Law commanded precautions against it, Ex 21:29; Deu 22:8. Evidence of Malice - threats, a grudge, and planning, marked it as murder.





� Christ, and the cities of refuge were provided by God's decree, Rev 13:8, as shelter from the Avenger, Acts 4:12. Both provide safety for Jew and Gentile, Num 35:15; Rom 10:12, but only for those within them 31; Col 1:23; Heb 3:6, 14; 1 Jn 2:28. Both require the manslayer/sinner today to exert himself to reach and enter the refuge, Heb 3:7-8. Both are set out plainly and easy of access, Deu 19:3; Isa 35:8; Acts 5:31; Rom 10:6-8; Gal 3:1. Neither provide safety for presumptuous sinners, Deu 19:11-13; 1 Cor 6:9-11. 








