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G A L A T I A N S

Full Salvation & Freedom in Christ Crucified

Booklet 2   3:19-6:18  Sonship   NOT   Slavery

I believe the best way to hear what God has to say to us is to read and re-read Scripture for ourselves. Whatever further ideas we gain by reading what others have written can then be checked against this. I’ve not printed the full text of Galatians so that you will need to read from your own familiar Bible as you make use of this booklet. May God in His Grace give you joy in your studies as He has in mine.
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3:1-4:31 DOCTRINAL- Justification by Faith & Sonship Freedom

(Paul has shown that Law-keeping is not the means by which anyone is Justified – made right with God, or Sanctified - enabled to live in fellowship with God, Heb 10:10-17. By adding Law-keeping to the Gospel the FTs were treating Christ as an addition that improved the Law Covenant by opening it to Gentiles. **1 To correct the FT’s wrong teaching about the role of the Law, Paul explains that the Law was given to prepare us for receiving the Gospel. When the Gospel came and is received we are no longer under the supervision of the Law, 3:19-25. We are in Christ, God’s sons, having put on Christ, and we’re to live that way, putting behind us slave-like obedience, as in the secular world a son does when he is granted the freedom of adult status, 3:26-4:7. He reminds them that when they trusted Christ they had enjoyed with Him that sonship-freedom, and pleads with them not to take up the slavery of Law-keeping, 4:8-23. And follows this with the OT example of Hagar and Sarah, and the lessons that teaches, 4:24-31.)

3:19-25 God’s Purpose in Giving the Law 

(Earlier in the chapter Paul showed that Law-keeping wasn’t the means by which they had received God’s Spirit, and it brought not blessing, but a curse, 3:2-12. Now Christ has taken our place and borne the curse for us, the blessings God promised the nations are ours, through Him, and received by faith. 3:13-18. Having said what the Law couldn’t do, Paul sets out the place of the Law in God’s purposes. It was a temporary provision introduced because of sin, 3:19-21. Although the Law can’t put anyone right with God, 3:1-18 it had, (and in some sense still has) the role of preparing people for life in Christ.  When, through the Gospel, they have come to faith in Christ, the Christian can look back on the Law, and see that it prepared them for the wonderful Gospel of richer life in fellowship with Christ Jesus. But they are finished with the Law, 3:22-25. This is the opposite of the FT’s claim that the granting of life in Christ to Gentiles prepared them to take up Law-keeping in order to receive the blessings promised in the OT. This idea frustrated grace, 2:21; and cut Christians off from Christ, 5:1-4. ) 

3:19 WHEREFORE/What.. the purpose of the law- The Law didn’t cancel or replace the promises. It couldn’t impart righteousness. So what use was it in God’s purposes? Why did it occupy such a prominent place in the OT? It was added- This implies that it was supplementary, and subordinate to the Promise. because of- Charin- By reason of, as when Charin is used in Lk 7:47; Eph 3:1, 14; Titus 1:5; 1 Jn 3:12. (Not necessarily as a means of checking transgressions.) transgression- Parabasis- Wrongdoing by a person who knows he is breaking a Law. **2 Since Adam’s rebellion, sin marred the life of every person, and placed them under the power of death - but they might be only vaguely aware of that fact. But when God gave the Law, it made God’s will clear for many aspects of life. If people wished to be in fellowship with God and under His care, they let the Law check, correct and restrain them from transgressions. 

Footnote **1 There are still today people who insist on adding something to Christ. “They say we’re glad you’re saved. That’s a wonderful beginning, BUT… now you must keep the Sabbath, etc, must speak in tongues, must keep believing, or must take up the covenant and keep your side of it.”

Footnote **2 Parabasis means deviation from a standard, or neglecting an obligation. Cp Rom 3:20; 4:15; 5:13, 20; 7:7. Law will sometimes provoke rebellious natures to sin. But always knowledge that something is forbidden will sharpen man’s conscience, and strip him of his comfort, Rom 3:20; 7:7. The Law is a magnifying glass – it neither creates flaws and dirt, nor removes them, but it does make them obvious. 

TILL/Until- A reminder that the Law had what moderns might call a “Use-by date.” **3 the Seed.. should come- People had to deal with God on the basis of the Law until the coming of Christ 3:16. He was the Seed/Descendant of Abraham who came to save His people from their sins, Mt 1:1, 21, and His coming brought blessing within reach of all people. The Law awakened guilt in men’s consciences, and animal sacrifices couldn’t give full relief, Heb 9:5-14. John Baptist announced “Repent, Prepare..” and then, joyfully, “Behold the Lamb of God” Jn 1:29. With Jesus Christ came Grace that met the need that the truth of the Law revealed, Jn 1:17. The Law, and its last Prophet John Baptist, challenged God’s people Israel with their desperate need for God to send them a Deliverer, their promised Messiah-Christ. Note the awareness of this need shown in Mt 1:21; 3:6-12; Lk 1:16-17, 68-79; 2:26-32, 36-38. 

ORDAINED BY/put into effect through angels- Aggelos– Messengers, whether angelic or human. Jews made much of the part Angels played in the giving of the Law, although Scripture gives only vague hints in Deu 33:2; Ps 68:17-18. See Acts 7:38.  IN THE HAND OF/by a mediator- Moses is called that in Deu 5:5. The Promise was so important that God gave it directly to Abraham. The Law was clearly less important as it didn’t come directly from God, but was received by Israel through Moses as its Mediator. When the time came for fulfilment of the promise, God gave His full and Final message in His Son, Heb 1:1-3. And the Gospel Paul preached was given by God to him to pass on, as he had to the Galatians.

3:20 A mediator, IS NOT.. OF ONE/does not represent just one party- The Covenant and Law at Sinai was a formal agreement of mutual commitments between God and Israel, with Moses as its Mediator. **4 Moses served as the human link between God and Israel, and his role was vital. 

Footnote **3 The Promise was there before the Law was given, and continued after its service was ended. This contrasts with the FTs view that the Law was eternal, and that the Gospel to Gentiles was useful as a contributory stream to the mighty river of the Law-keeping people of God. Covenant theology condemns Dispensationalists for listing dispensations that are not obvious in Scripture. There is some truth in that, but they replace dispensations with equally dubious “Covenants.” Some use the covenant of Sinai as a base for projecting its characteristics to an imaginary “Eternal Covenant” that covers all God’s purposes for man from Eternity to Eternity. (The atoning death of Christ is the Biblical eternal covenant-Testament- Diatheke, Mt 26:28; Heb 13:20-21, and the good of that is received by Faith.)

Footnote **4 Israel was unwilling/unable to deal with God directly and required Moses to deal with God on their behalf, Ex 20:19. This pointed to the fact that they could never live up to its requirements. The Law had to rely on human nature, and even the best responses of the best human natures inevitably fell short and earned condemnation. The Law commanded obedience from those incapable of obeying and often unwilling to obey. 

But God is one- **5 He has one mind, one will, one purpose, and when He speaks directly, as He did to Abraham, what He says is beyond question or dispute. The promise God made to Abraham had no mediator because God simply declared what He was going to do. And as it depended on God alone, it was certain to happen just as He said. Cp Rom 3:30, where the one God uses the one means of Justification – Faith – in dealing with Jewish sinners and Gentile sinners. God is One and His means of redemption is unilateral – He does it, in His way. Not as in the Law, asks men to try to do it in His way.

3:23 BUT Before this faith came- Faith in Christ, 3:22. The Faith given to us in the Gospel, Jude 1:3, which sets out the birth, life, death, burial, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the descent of the Holy Spirit, etc. We- Us Jews. were KEPT/held prisoners by the law- To be a prisoner of sin, and a prisoner of the Law, is much the same thing, because the Law reveals and stimulates sin, 4:3; Rom 7:8-11, and sin places us under the condemnation of the Law. In the life of this world those in prison are there because of their sin, but equally because of the law which declared that their action was a sin/crime, and sentenced them accordingly. Before the Gospel, Jews, and those aware of God’s Law through them, knew God only in terms of the revelation at Sinai and its covenant requirements. If they were honest it made them conscious of their sin and of their need of God’s mercy, Mt 3:4-6; 21:32. Cp Paul’s experience, Rom 7:7; Phil 3:6-7. **6

SHUT/Locked up- A Participle, so a continuous action. The Law imprisoned us, and made sure we remained imprisoned, so that when the door of faith opened to us, that’s the way we’d go. UNTO/until- Eis- Into, with a view to, as well as until. THE faith WHICH should AFTERWARDS be revealed- Liberating faith **7 as opposed to imprisoning Law. Until God would reveal the faith that blesses. The Greek makes it clear that this revelation is already past. The Apostle and the Galatians had for some time been enjoying the blessing it brought. The Law made people conscious of their need to be set free - and some Jews, and God-fearers, were like that when Paul brought the Gospel to them, Acts 13:14-43. 

Footnote **5 Deu 6:4-5 says The Lord our God is one- Echad- Lord. This declares the UNITY of God, without denying that He is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Echad is used in Gen 2:24 of Adam and Eve/Husband and wife, being “one.” And in Judg 20:1 of all Israel assembled against Benjamin, as being “one.” From the NT revelation we know that the three persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - each played a part in the Promise and in fulfilling the Promise. But in person, and in every activity they are united, inseparable - ONE.                                                   

Footnote **6 The Pharisees were condemned for their refusal to see the spiritual and practical requirements of the Law, while being proud of obeying the petty external details they had added to it. And in their self-inflicted blindness despising everyone else, Mt 23:23-39; Lk 18:9-14; Jn 7:48-49. The FTs were converted Pharisees who twisted the Gospel to fit Pharisaic beliefs, Acts 15:5.

Footnote **7 Christ has come, and His Gospel offers as a gift of God’s grace deliverance/salvation to be received by faith, Jn 8:34-36; Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 15:22; 2 Cor 3:6. OT saints could only offer sacrifices, and looked forward to the coming of the Saviour, Gen 3:15: Ps 40:6-8; Isa 53, etc

3:24 WHEREFORE/So- The Law was more than Jailer. the law was OUR SCHOOL MASTER/put in charge- Paidagogos. In NT times he was the slave-attendant who supervised the child of wealthy parents between the ages of 6 and 16. (Plato in “The Republic” says a Paidagogos should be a man of age and experience, qualified to serve as leader and custodian of children… and treat them as a freeborn child, and yet as a slave. ) He was with the boy all the time, teaching and enforcing his father’s rules. This made him a good symbol of the Law, and logically connected with the Jailer of 3:23 in terms of function – strict supervision and restraint. His work was to protect the child from wrongdoers and wrongdoing, insist on diligence, politeness, respect for elders, self-control, etc. **8 The Law is pictured as a guardian and guide for those who are still spiritually children, unable to depend directly on God, yet able to be trained in His ways, and come to some indirect knowledge of Him. From the Law people can learn of God’s holiness, human sinfulness, the need of atonement, and enjoy a measure of present blessing through leading a better life, etc. 
UNTO/To- Eis- Into. Until Christ came, and with the purpose of our coming to Christ. Christ that we might be justified by faith- The text says simply The Law has become a trainer of us to Christ. To make the meaning clearer KJV etc add to bring us to. Christ was the goal to which the Law led. Their attempt to obey it preserved the Jewish people as a separate nation - prevented them from settling down comfortably in the world. And it helped to preserve in them the hope of the Coming of Messiah. As a result of the Law, Christ could be born among them, live and die among them, and from them call out and send out the first witnesses to Himself - until He ascended and sent the Holy Spirit and so closed the rule of Law.

3:25 BUT AFTER/Now faith IS/has come- It was clear to all Christians that Faith as the way of being right with God through Christ, offered in the Gospel, and empowered by the Spirit, had come. So the Law’s purpose had been fulfilled and its rule ended. The Law has handed us over to Christ, as a “Baby-sitter” hands over the care of children when the parent comes home, 3:22-25. 

no longer under A SCHOOLMASTER/the supervision of the law- The Law had pointed the Jews to Christ, and herded them to within reach of Him. Now those who believed in Him were no longer subject to the Law, no longer called to live with their eyes on the Law. They were to follow Jesus the Christ, and by the work

Footnote **8 A child must be made to live by rules and regulations that mould and restrain his behaviour. The Law did that. But as a result of that discipline the child should develop inner principles which control his behaviour, and parents need to acknowledge this ability to direct his own life, and enjoy fellowship with them in an adult way. The FTs were like a parent who insists that his house-rules etc must continue to be enforced on adult children – a recipe for disaster. To direct a Christian to concentrate his attention on keeping the Law, when God Himself is indwelling and directing him, is ridiculous, and a blasphemous insult to God and the Gospel. It means that instead of reading his Bible in order to walk with his Lord and Saviour, he is reading it to get more detailed information about what rules he should live by, and to assess the progress he has achieved in self-generated self-righteousness. And all the time he is living under the curse from which Christ died to liberate him, 3:10-13. 

   of the Holy Spirit look to Him and be transformed into His likeness. That is the New covenant engraved on human hearts that replaced the Old covenant centred on the 10 commandments engraved on stone. Cp Jer 31:31-34; 2 Co 3:3-18; Heb 8:1-9:28. A child longed for the day when his father accepted him as an adult son, and he was free from the slave–like restraint of being under the orders of the custodian. So it was nonsense for the FTs to claim that for Gentile Believers to take up the Law was progress. To put oneself under the Law, was to sink to a sub-Christian way of life. **9

3:26-4:11 God has Made us Sons – Don’t  Go back to Slavery

(Before Christ came God’s people were under the Law’s supervision, 3:19-25. But God has ended Law-keeping, and the distinction between Jews and Gentiles, and made all Believers His sons in Christ, 3:26-29. And this Gospel-Good news, is God’s full and final message, Heb 1:1-3. Paul expounds this more fully in 4:1-11 because Christians are tempted to turn from the freedom of living by Faith, guided by the Spirit, in their obedience to Scripture. Tempted to set in its place our efforts at making our actions conform to the external standards of the Law, etc. To excuse this, people say the Law must still be our master, as it’s holy, just and good, Rom 7:12, ignoring the message of Rom 7:1-8:16.)

3:26-27 FOR YE/You- In 3:23 it was WE – all Jews, including the FTs and himself, were under the Law. Now he turns to the Galatians, and talks about the privileges Christians have in Christ. are all- All is emphatic– all Christians, Gentile and Jewish. This new life in Christ, and the freedom of fellowship with God, is shared by all Believers. Cp All in 1 Cor 12:13. **10 It’s ridiculous to demand that Gentile Christians become Jews. Jewish Christians are in exactly the same spiritual blessedness as the Gentile ones. To make distinctions, despise, or refuse to have fellowship with others of God’s family, is condemned in Jas 2:1-6. 

Footnote **9 It’s clear that the Christian is to put the Law behind him. But are those who are not yet Christians today still under the Law? Has the Law a role in bringing them to Christ? I remember 50 years ago being told that when working among children we should preach 10 Commandments until there is conviction of sin, then preach Christ as the Saviour from sin, and urge children to receive/believe in Him. Gospel preaching and teaching must always have in it a pre-Gospel element. It’s essential that sinners realise that God is Holy, Righteous, All-knowing and All-powerful, and that having been created by Him, we’re answerable to Him for our rebellion. That as He has given His Son to save us from our sin and the consequences of sin, if we spurn His Love and Sacrifice a terrible future is ours, Heb 10:29. The whole OT and NT needs to be drawn on for this. Nothing we say about the Law should encourage anyone to think sin doesn’t matter. And obeying the 10 Commandments is still the lowest standard Christian parents can accept from their children. But the Law’s purpose was that we should be justified by Faith. Anything less is an unsatisfactory use of the Law.

 Footnote **10 Any teaching that claims there are doctrines, actions or experiences that bring believers into a better standing before God is a foolish playing games with Scripture. Christ is in ALL Christians, Rom 8:9; Col 1:26, and all of us are in Christ, baptised into the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13, etc. This makes us Christ-conscious and less self-conscious, embarrassed, assertive etc but doesn’t make us identical in belief and life. The more we, by faith, take up our place in Christ, the more each of us is truly ourselves, as God made us to be, Ps 139:14-18. Each will one day be uniquely like Him, 1 Jn 3:1-2. (The tiny reflections of Christ, in each of the billions in Glory, added together, may well fall far short of the fullness that is His – even though by His grace each of us are complete in Him, Col 2:9-10.)

CHILDREN/sons of God- Huios- Sons, as in Rom 8:14-16. In Jn 1:12-13, we are children- Teknon- Born of God. Our new life is derived from Him. We’re able at once to begin to fellowship with Him - as a baby shares life and love with its parents. Here we’re told that we’re also sons, equipped and enabled by His Spirit to function as His adult children. Old enough to be responsible to the Lord for our actions and freed from supervision by the Law, 3:25. By adoption the justified believer is a full adult and heir of God’s family, with all its rights, privileges, and responsibilities, 4:1-7; Rom 8:14-17. It was sufficient for slaves or children to do what they were told, by obeying the Law. But now that God has made us His sons we’re called to deal directly with Him as responsible adults, learning to understand His mind and do His will. That is essential, as God wants to transform us into the likeness of His Son, by the faith-obedience of our responsive hearts, Rom 8:14-30; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Heb 12:2-8; 2 Pet 1:2-14, etc. 

BY/Through faith in Christ Jesus- Not through Law-works, that you have become God’s sons. Sonship can’t exist independently of Christ, or be in any way to our credit. It has been granted, and continues to exist in close fellowship with Christ through our union with Him. In Greek it’s through THE faith in, and that isn’t the usual expression. It probably refers not to the abstract principle of saving faith, but that it’s their response to God in the Gospel that puts them into the enjoyment of this relationship. Cp 2 Cor 1:24. 

For AS MANY/all of you- These are the ALL in 3:26, but it reminds them that what has happened to all true Believers in Christ happened to each individually as he believed. AS HAVE BEEN/who were baptised into Christ- This is passive, so refers to the action done to us. The One who has baptised us is God, but, as often in Jewish usage, He isn’t named. All those who have put their faith/trust in Christ are also baptised into Christ/the body of Christ by the Spirit of God, Rom 6:3-11; 1 Cor 12:13. By the work of the Holy Spirit we’re united with Christ and received Him, Jn 1:12; 3:3-8; Col 1:27, and He receives us, Col 3:3. The Spirit indwells us to teach, Jn 14:15-18; 16:12-15, empower, Acts 1:8; transform, 2 Cor 3:17-18, etc. At the moment of Conversion God places us in Christ. Our old self is dead with Christ and we have risen with Christ. So we should promptly respond by being baptised in water to confess publicly that this is true. And that we’re setting out to live in union with Christ, dead to the flesh/human nature – its guilty self indulgence and its proud self-righteousness - and alive to God, Rom 6:1-14; 13:14; Col 2:12-13, etc. 

Have PUT ON/clothed yourselves with Christ- Baptising us into Christ is God’s invisible spiritual action, 1 Cor 12:13. Christ’s life, the abundant, eternal life, Jn 3:15-16; 10:10, is offered to us in the Gospel. And when we believe the Gospel and trust ourselves to Christ, we can be said to put on Christ. He is the righteousness in which we are clothed. Isa 61:10. He is the joy and goal of our lifestyle. 

   To put on Christ is also to become like Christ so that our neighbours are able to see Him in us, etc. Clothing ourselves with Christ is what WE have done, and committed ourselves to continuing to do – being baptised as a believer expresses that fact. It’s something like a man enlisted in the army putting on his uniform as a sign that he is taking up his responsibilities as a soldier. Cp Eph 6:10-19. 

3:28 neither Jew nor Greek- The Law insisted on the distinction between Jew and Gentile being maintained, Deu 7:6; 14:1-2. Jews were proud of circumcision as it marked them as being separated to God and separated from the Godless nations around them, Rom 2:17-20. This was why the FTs demanded that Gentile Christians must become Jews. But now ALL Christians, Jew or Gentile, are by the baptism of the Spirit, united in Christ, in the body of Christ, 1 Cor 12:13. So those who are brought into blessing by faith in Jesus Christ are all God’s people on the same basis. **11 So anything which belittles anyone on the basis of race, culture, sex, economic or social status is out of place in the church. Cp Jas 2:1-9. And we should encourage the same attitude in the world around us, 1 Pet 2:17. 

NEITHER BOND/Slave nor free- In the early church it wasn’t unusual for a slave to be a respected elder, while his master was an ordinary church member, and as such under the spiritual care of his slave. In contrast to this, Aristotle, an enlightened Greek, referred to a slave as merely an animated tool. 

NEITHER Male nor female- Cp Col 3:11. Male and female are spoken of as having equal rights in 1 Cor 7:1-28. Under the Law, as only Jewish males were circumcised, circumcision separated God’s people into male and female. Jewish females were held to have a lesser relationship with God than males had.

Footnote **11 These distinctions were well known. The ancient Greeks gave thanks that they had been born human, not a beast; a man not a woman; a Greek, not a barbarian. At least from the time of Rabbi Judah 150 AD, the Jew in his morning prayer thanked God He had not made him a Gentile, a slave or a woman. (I understand the Jewish woman, in appreciation of the role God had given her, thanked God that she had been made a woman, but that’s not mentioned so often!) Josephus, a liberal Jew, said that according to the Law, the woman is inferior in all things to the man. Paul says that in Christ everyone is of equal value. 

While before God, and eternally, the old roles and imagined superiorities are abolished, Christian Masters and slaves are given different commands, Col 3:9-4:1, and Christian men and women have set before them different roles in the home and church, 1 Cor 11:3-16; Eph 5:18-33. Cp 1 Cor 12, which sets out that by God’s gift we’re different, and have different functions in the body, but all are equally body-parts, with mutual responsibilities, fellowship and care. But Paul who wrote about those ongoing distinctions, insists, that above and beyond them, the Gospel has broken down the old divisions, and liberated us to glorify God in doing what needs to be done, as guided by the Holy Spirit. And that in God’s sight (as will be seen in eternity) importance and reward will not conform to the present outward show, but manifest the Glory of non-competitive, selfless service, Mt 20:25-28; Jn 13:1-17; 1 Cor 12:13-22; 13:1-8. 

all one in Christ **12  Jesus- Being one in Christ transcends ethnic, social and sexual distinctions, Rom 10:12; 1 Cor 12:13; Eph 2:15-16. This was relevant to Gentiles and Jews sharing meals, and at the Lord’s Table, 2:12. In 1 Cor 7:17-24 each is to accept what God has given him and honour God in that role. The converted Jew may continue to obey the Law with regard to food, holy days, etc, and the converted Gentile ignore them, as long as each does so with the desire to please their Saviour and Lord – and accepts his brother and his right to his different lifestyle, Rom 14:1-15:12. A local church with a Gentile clique and a Jewish clique couldn’t function as a body. We live in a world where the realities of the old creation with its distinctions continues, but spiritually we’re a new creation and are to mutually honour one another, Phil 2:1-13, 1 Pet 2:17. 

3:29 If- Since is a better translation as what follows isn’t uncertain. ARE CHRIST’S/belong in Christ- He is the seed of Abraham through whom all promises are fulfilled and blessings come, 3:16. are Abraham’s seed- Being in Christ makes them Abraham’s true spiritual descendants, those who continue the line of Faith, 3:7, 9. Christ, as Abraham’s Seed, has completed what was needed to make the blessing of salvation available freely, world-wide as God had promised to Abraham, and offered in the Gospel. When sinners, whether Jews or Gentiles, believe on Christ, because they believe God as Abraham did, they are Abraham’s seed. 

heirs according to the promise- God has united them with Christ and all that God has for them becomes their inheritance, by faith, to be drawn on in faith. Circumcision and efforts at Law-keeping can’t improve on God’s work. Under God’s Spirit we have put on Christ the Seed of Abraham, 3:27. We are true descendants of Abraham in terms of what the Bible promises - accepted and blessed as the promise guarantees, 3:19; 1 Pet 2:9. 

Footnote **12 You may find it rewarding to explore the truths associated with the words in Christ, in Christ Jesus, in Jesus Christ, in 1:22; 2:4, 16, 17; 3:26, 28; 5:6; 6:15; Rom 3:24, 26; 8:2, 39; 9:1; 12:5; 16:3, 7, 9, 10; 1 Cor 1:2, 30; 3:1; 4:10, 15, 17; 15:18, 19, 22, 31; 16:24; 2 Cor 1:21; 2:14, 17; 3:14; 5:17, 19; 11:3; 12:19; Eph 1:1, 3, 10, 12, 20; 2:8, 10, 13; 3:6, 11; 4:21; Phil 1:1, 13, 26; 2:1, 5; 3:3, 14; 4:21; Col 1:2, 4; 28; 2:5; 1 Th 2:14; 4:14, 16; 5:18; 1 Tim 1:14; 2:7; 3:13; 2 Tim 1:1, 9, 13; 2:1, 10; 3:12, 15; Phile 1:6, 8, 23; 1 Pet 3:16; 5:14; Jude 1:1. 

The expression in the Lord may convey a rather different meaning – actions in His service perhaps. It’s found in Acts 9:42; 14:3; Rom 16:2, 8, 11, 12-13, 22; 1 Cor 1:31; 4:17; 7:22, 39; 9:1, 2; 11:11; 15:58; 16:19; 2 Cor 10:17; Eph 1:15; 2:21; 4:17; 5:8; 6:1, 10, 21; Phil 1:14; 2:19, 24, 29; 3:1; 4:1, 2, 4, 10; Col 3:18; 4:7, 17; 1 Th 1:1, 3:8; 5:12; 2 Th 3:4; Phile 1:16, 20; Rev 14:13. Perhaps in Galatians Paul doesn’t use in the Lord, because the FTs have made them think in terms of works – doing things for the Lord. He wants them to take up what they are in Christ, as until their actions are Spirit-led expressions of sonship fellowship with Him, true work for the Lord is impossible. Cp 1 Cor 3:11-15; 13:1-3. They need to concentrate on what they are in Christ, not on what they try to do for the Lord.

4:1-7 God has Made us Sons

 (Paul continues to contrast the situation of those under the law with those who are the sons of God. He had pointed out that God intended the Law as a Guardian, child-minder until Christ and the Gospel came to set us free from sin and the Law, 3:23-25. He now supports this by saying that living under rules was the life of children and slaves. The Jews had been under the control of the best possible system, the Law given them by God. The Gentiles had been under the control of the inferior systems that went with Pagan religions. But all were religious systems requiring obedience to elementary regulations about food, the keeping of holy days, etc, 4:10. If the Galatians obeyed the FTs they were abandoning Life in Christ and going back to trust in such a system of religious observances, 4:8-11; 5:4. Paul emphasises the desirability of freedom in the blessedness of being sons of God, 3:29 by referring to the experience of a boy growing up in a privileged household. **13 (In view of 3:28 this is equally true of male and female Christians. Cp 2 Cor 6:18.)

4:1-2 NOW/What I SAYam/ saying is- He is expanding what he said in 3:29. Cp 3:17; 5:16; Rom 15:8; 1 Cor 1:12. as long as the heir is a child- Nepios- A child too young to think and speak as a rational adult. This is a wealthy family in which the child will inherit the property at his father’s death. Or, the father, living perhaps at a distance, establishes an estate for his son. The estate was his, but the freedom to please himself in his personal life, and in the use he made of the estate wasn’t yet his. 

no different from a SERVANT/slave THOUGH/Although.. LORD OF ALL/owns the whole estate- Of course an infant son and a slave were treated differently, but both of them had to obey orders. The young master would enjoy many privileges and pleasures, but others made all decisions in relation to his property for him. And in his personal life others established the rules by which he lived. That God’s eternal purposes destined His people to be His sons and heirs of the promises isn’t contradicted by the fact that they had been under the discipline of the Law. **14 But once they had come into their inheritance it would be ridiculous for their actions to be directed by keeping the Law’s rules. 

Footnote **13 We don’t know the exact nature of the legal system he is describing, but the general sense is clear. God’s people were under the OT Law while they were in a state of spiritual immaturity. Cp Heb 11:39-40. At the time appointed by God they were released from this to live freely in the spiritual maturity of sons, as proclaimed in the Gospel. We are delivered from external law into the liberty of life in Christ, not into selfish living. By grace He has united us with His Son, Jesus Christ, and made us sons by coming into us as a spirit of sonship, Rom 8:2, 9-15; 1 Cor 3:16; 2 Cor 3:3, 16-18. Christ living in us is inseparable from our own spirit 4:6, so the decisions we make are our decisions – ours in Christ. We bring them to the light of God’s Word, and in prayer to confirm them, Jn 3:21. 

Footnote **14 Nothing else was possible until Christ came and replaced the “shadows” of spiritual things with glorious realities. When, at the God-appointed time, Christ came, died, rose, ascended, and sent the Holy Spirit, that created a way of Salvation that produces instant potential maturity in converts. (Perhaps this is what the Lord meant in Mt 11:11.) Because God is in us He can deal with us as sons and we relate to Him on the basis of sonship.

UNDER/subject to TUTORS/guardians– Men who take care of him and teach him how he should behave, and what he should do. GOVERNORS/trustees- Men who as stewards manage his property for him, as in Lk 12:42; 16:1-8; Rom 16:23. Until the time APPOINTED OF/set by his father- This heir was to be controlled by a guardian-tutor established by the father until the set age. Under Roman law the Estate continued under a state-appointed steward until the heir was 25. Under local laws the father might appoint both officials. For God’s people the time was set by Him as their Father. He sent His Son at the appropriate time, and sonship was granted by God, as a gift, to those who received His Son, Jn 1:12. It wasn’t earned by their personal growth into maturity. Maturity was granted to us – we could never have qualified for it – but it’s now our responsibility to choose to live in that state, 5:1; Rom 8:11-19. 

4:3 when we- Us Jews, 2:15-16. were children- Nepios– As in 4:1. We were in BONDAGE/slavery- Imperfect tense is used as this was a long existing state before the coming of God’s Son. under the ELEMENTS/basic principles- Stoicheion- **15 The simple external rules suitable for children that help them learn to begin to live safely, usefully and happily. And the simple lessons of spiritual life that can be learned by keeping holy days, etc, 4:10. The Jews living under the Law were living at this spiritually immature stage. of the world- Kosmos- Life in the present world and the way it is organised. We were required to obey the orders of our parents, and live by the rules of the community into which we were born. Jewish children had the privilege of living in a community which knew God’s Law, and was in part guided by it. They were like a young child learning about reading, spelling or maths by using blocks or pictures with letters or numbers on them. The Law gave pictures, or shadows of the spiritual truths, Heb 10:1, which had now become real to those who knew God and His will in Christ Jesus by the work of the Holy Spirit. 

If "we" means us Christians, in what sense were Gentiles under the Law? Some converts in Lystra etc were “God-fearers,” Gentiles who attended the synagogue and voluntarily kept much of the Law. But all Government is of God, Rom 13, and all have the witness of God in Creation around us, Rom 1:18-20, and conscience within us Rom 2:12-15, so that some basic principles exist everywhere. 

Footnote **15 In writings up to Paul’s time the word Stoicheion has been found used with the meaning of degrees on a sundial, letters or syllables that make up a sentence, the elementary principles/lessons of music, mathematics, child care, etc, and the basic elements of which the world was thought to have been made. It wasn’t until 200 years later that it was used of the stars, and imagined stellar or other spirits. The fad of translating it here as “elemental spirits” isn’t soundly based. Paul is talking about the elementary principles of life as God’s people. To go back to Law-keeping was to put oneself back to the beginner class in the things of God, when He has promoted us to the adult class.

4:4-5 when the FULLNESS OF time had fully come- This states emphatically that God, like the father in 4:2, decided and decreed the best time  **16 for man to cease to be under the rules of the Law, and be brought into sonship. At the time God had decreed, Christ, and the work He accomplished, ended the reign of external Law under the old Covenant, and installed in our hearts the reign of Christ by His Spirit. So it was nonsense for the FTs to claim that God required Gentile Christians to bind their lives by the calendar of days, times, etc 4:10, which God had discarded. 

God sent FORTH his son- Sent from His pre-existent state. Cp 2:20; Jn 3:16, etc. **17 All humans, since Adam and Eve, come into existence by conception and birth. God the Son was sent forth in order for Him to conceived in, and born of a woman - born into humankind. This statement is the heart of the Gospel. Christ is God come down to be our Saviour – to save us from this evil world, slavery to sin and the law, 1:4; 3:22; 4:5, and into fellowship with God as sons, on the way to becoming like His Son, Rom 8:29. 

MADE/Born of a woman- The expression means simply “human” as in Job 14:1; Mt 11:11. It states His true humanity and representativeness – that he came as a man, truly one with us, to take our place. As in Isa 9:6, the child conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary, the virgin, Lk 1:35, was also the eternal Son of God, given for our Redemption. As God-become-Man He was the perfect Mediator between God and Man, 1 Tim 2:5. And He lived on earth, and died, as a perfectly sinless man, Mk 1:24; Lk 1:35; Jn 4:34; 6:38; 8:29, 46; Acts 3:14; 22:14; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15; 7:26; 1 Pet 1:19; 2:21; 3:18; 1 Jn 2:1; 3:5. In order to save us Jesus Christ had to be man – to be identified with us - because it was man who had sinned, and man must bear the just punishment of sin, Rom 5:18-19; 1 Cor 15:21; Heb 2:14-17. And sinless, as only a sinless man could be free from condemnation and able to die for others, Ps 49:7-8; Heb 7:26-27; 1 Pet 3:18. And He needed to be God, so that His death as the sacrificial Lamb could, because of His infinite Being, bear away the almost infinite sin of the world, Jn 1:29.  Cp Isa 9:1, 2, 6; 1 Jn 3:1-4; Col 1:13-14. 

MADE/born under THE law- That is, He was born into a Jewish family who obeyed God’s Law, and Himself, as a good Jew, was required to obey the Law, Heb 2:6-17. When the Scribes and Pharisees accused Him of breaking the Law the Lord gave explanations which showed that His actions were true obedience to the Law in the sense God had intended it to be obeyed. God, who gave the Law – the rules and rituals for all His people – arranged that He Himself should demonstrate 

Footnote **16 We can see aspects of that time as being helpful:– The Roman Empire enforcing peace and making travel safe. The Jews eager for a Messiah to free them from Roman rule. Greek spoken widely. Jewish synagogues spread widely and teaching the knowledge of God to Gentiles. But what factors made it the right time, in God’s sight, haven’t been revealed to us. 

Footnote **17 Jn 1:1, 10-14; 8:58; 17:5; Rom 8:3; 2 Cor 8:9; Phil 2:6; Col 1:15; Heb 1:1-3. Jesus spoke of Himself as being God’s Son, and of having been sent, Mt 15:24; Mk 9:37; 12:6; Lk 4:18; 10:16; Jn 5:19-23, 30, 36-37; 6:27, 57; 8:16-18, 29; 10:36; 12:49, etc. 

   how life should be lived under those laws, Mk 2:27-28. And, having lived the perfect life of law-obedience, He perfectly bore on our behalf the full penalty demanded by the Law from sinners. Jesus was not only representative man, He was representative Jew – keeper of God’s Law givcn at Sinai, so fulfilling the law in His life, Mt 5:17-18, and in bearing the Law’s curse in His death, 3:13; Phil 2:8.

To redeem- As in 3:13. The Lord’s action satisfied the claims of the Law, and so sets people free from its claims on them. As often in Scripture, what is stated as God’s purpose in acting is also the guaranteed result of His action. The penalty the Law demanded for failure to obey it, was death. Jesus as man, joined us under the Law, and Himself living so as not to be under the condemnation of the Law, took our place and died for us. That He was God, infinite in His Being, meant that His death was the equivalent of the deaths under condemnation of an infinite number of people. So the Gospel offers redemption to all who receive it by receiving Christ. The Son of God became man that men might become the sons of God. The Father sent the Son to purchase for us freedom from the condemnation of the Law, 3:13. And from slavery to its commands, 3:23-25, into a new relationship with Himself - the enjoyment of sonship privileges and responsibilities. 

THEM/those under THE law- The Jews. They were under the Law in the sense that they were required to keep its rules and regulations, under their covenant with God, Ex 19:5-6; Ex 24:3-8, etc. Cp 3:8-10; Col 2:8-14, 20-23. They had failed, and so were also under the Law’s curse, 3:13. In a sense Gentiles, as well as Jews, were (by God’s ordaining, Rom 13) born into a situation where their lives were controlled by laws, some of which echoed God’s laws – obedience to parents, avoidance of murder, theft, perjury, etc. God the Son came to redeem mankind from being enslaved to the elementary principles that held all mankind in bondage, 4:9. The OT Law was the highest and best form of those principles, and from it we gain an understanding of what redemption is, Ex 6:6; 13:13-15, etc. 

That we– Paul, the Galatian Christians, and all other Believers in Jesus Christ. might receive the ADOPTION/full rights of sons- Huiothesia. **18 This was the legal process by which a Roman citizen formally acknowledged that his son (or occasionally another youth he wished to add to his family) was no longer a child, but had reached the maturity which fitted him for adult status and responsibilities. The actions of the youth’s father, his Paidogogos and teachers, were supposed to have instilled into him the principles of responsible manhood and citizenship. His Huiothesia declared that he was now equipped to act as a son of the household, and as a citizen. All who receive Christ as their Saviour are God’s children – born of God, born of the Spirit, Jn 1:12; 3:2-16. But they are also made sons of God, enabled by the Holy Spirit, to live in fellowship with God and serve in His work. The will of God, the principles by which God intended man to live in His image, Gen 1:26-27, are written in the Christian’s heart. While other people help him understand God’s will, it’s no longer essential to have human guides, Jer 31:31-34; Jn 6:44-45; 14:23-26; 2 Cor 3:3-18; Heb 8:8-13; 1 Jn 2:20-21. 

   This maturity is to be claimed by faith, and lived up to by every child of God, Rom 8:1-23. The Galatians are already sons, Rom 8:15, 23, 29; Eph 1:5; 3:14-15, yet are turning back from adult sonship-fellowship with God to childish living by the rules of the Law, 4:9-11. As the Spirit of God is in them, Christians are free to live in fellowship with God, and to His glory, in all they do. It’s folly for them to try to accumulate righteousness by keeping petty rules of behaviour. Cp Col 2:20-23. 

4:6 Because you are sons- Paul has switched from we, to you. He says that as God has made you adult sons you shouldn’t be trying to put the clock back by living as infants under the Law as if Christ and the Gospel hadn’t come. God HAS sent FORTH the Spirit- 3:2, 5, 14. of his Son- Cp Spirit of sonship, Rom 8:15-16. **19 into YOUR/our hearts- The centre of our intellectual, moral and spiritual life. Cp Prov 4:23; Mt 12:34-35; 15:19; 22:37; Jn 14:1; Rom 10:10. It’s there that God by His Spirit has renewed us in the image of His Son. And exhorted us to bring every thought and action into line with God’s will, which He has written in us with that new nature, 3:27; Rom 8:1:17; 12:1-3; Eph 4:22-32; Col 3:9-17; Titus 3:5-8. It’s by the Spirit that we are made sons, and function as sons, Jn 16:14; Rom 8:23-29; Heb 4:12-16. The Spirit of His Son is the new, internal guardian and guide of God’s people, in place of the external Law. And, better still, His Spirit has generated in us a new life, with a so-to-speak genetic inheritance from God, Jn 1:12-14; 3:6-8, so that in the power of the Spirit we can grow into the likeness of His Son Jesus, Rom 8:1-16, 29. 

Footnote **18 Huiothesia in the Bible is used of present sonship, Rom 8:15, the resurrection of the body in its new form, Rom 8:23, The relationship God had desired for Israel, Ex 4:22; Rom 9:4, and that predestined for the Believers, Eph 1:5. It’s not a vague sonship-freedom for us to live as we please. It’s a relationship with God, with specific privileges and responsibilities. To modern minds it may be helpful to think of God putting a new nature into the core of our being as a Bio-Scientist introduces new genetic material into the nucleus of the cell of an embryo.

Footnote **19 Another way of describing the change is that under the old covenant men had to try to keep the commandments written on stone. Christians have been brought into the promised New Covenant, and God by His Spirit writes His Law/Christ on the heart of each of His people, Jer 31:31-34; 2 Cor 4:3-18; Heb 8:7-13. This “Law,” the life of Christ in us, frees us from the need for external authority. We’re also said to have been baptised by the Spirit into Christ’s body, and the Holy Spirit is made our life-sustaining drink, 1 Cor 12:13. This makes on-going fellowship with God possible, Deu 5:29; 29:4; 30:6; Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 11:19-20; 36:26-27. 

CRYING/The Spirit who calls out Abba, Father- Pater. By God’s gracious action the new nature in us gives us the ability to fellowship with God. And the inclination to cry out to Him in all our need, and share with Him all our joys, as a small child with his Abba- Daddy. And to turn to Him as the wise Pater– Father, for enlightenment as to how we should live, and plan our life as mature Christians. **20

4:7 WHEREFORE/So- So then, as God has done what is set out in 4:1-6, our situation is quite different from OT times. THOU/you are- Singular, each Christian is no longer a slave, each is a son, and is to accept the privileges and responsibilities that go with sonship. no MORE/longer a SERVANT/slave- Under the control of the Law. but a son- As sons they deal directly with God in prayer, and in learning His will as guided by the Spirit as they read His Word and think of what their Lord has said. Cp Jn 14:26; Jas 1:5. Cp 2 Pet 1:2-4. As Paul points out in 5:14-16, being freed from obedience to the Law is freedom to show one’s love for God by freely acting in the best interests of others. And by accepting the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit, to please God as no Law-keeper ever could, Rom 8:1-8. As in 3:26-29 the Christian is to live, not in obedience to external Law, but in heart fellowship with God, by His Spirit. Cp 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. Christ on earth lived out the will of God at a far higher level than that set out in the Law. In union with Him, those indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and guided and moulded by Him into the likeness of Christ, are no longer to direct their attention to keeping the commands of the law. Cp 1 Cor 9:19-22; Heb 8:6-13. 

IF/since you are a son, THEN/God has made you.. heir- An inheritance is a gift, not something earned. Cp God’s grace in action, Deu 7:7-8; Isa 48:11; Dan 9:19; Hos 14:4; Jn 15:16; Rom 5:8; Eph 1:4; 2:1-10; 1 Jn 4:10, 19. This spells eternal security without cancelling personal responsibility, Rom 8:16-17. OF GOD- As He has made us sons, we inherit all He has promised His people. We should therefore claim the promise of sonship-freedom, and live up to that position. To live with our eyes on the Law, attempting to obey it, would mean ignoring the indwelling Holy Spirit, and would rob us of the direct loving fellowship which is now, in grace, provided for us in Christ. THROUGH CHRIST- [RT] This is so obviously true that apparently in the older MS it wasn’t made explicit. 

Footnote **20 The Jewish word Abba- Daddy, fits God’s loving, kind relationship to us in our helplessness – it was used by the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane, Mar 14:36. Abba is a heart-cry of joyful recognition, love that claims its new relationship, gratitude and trust. The Spirit initiates this cry in us, and we take it up in glad fellowship with God and His purposes for us. Cp The union of the Spirit and the Bride in saying Come, Rev 22:17. 

Pater- As in the legal word paternity, suggests the adult son coming with confidence for conversation and advice on adult matters. In a sense God sent His Son from His heart, into ours, Jn 1:14, 18; 3:16; Rom 8:32. The Lord Jesus, as man on earth, lived in conscious fellowship with the Father in heaven, and made it clear that he had come to welcome believers into that relationship, Mt 6:9, 14, 26, 32; Lk 11:13; Jn 20:17, etc. 

4:8-11 The Galatians  are Returning to Slavery

 (In 3:1-4:7, Paul has shown that it’s those who receive, by faith, God’s blessings promised to Abraham and provided in Christ, who are sons of God - not those who obey the law. He now urges them not to go back to trying to please God by the slavery of trying to keep rules, rituals, and regulations set out in the Law. **21 To do that would distance them from God, after He had drawn them into close fellowship with Him, in Christ. And they would be defying His revealed will! ) 

4:8-10 THEN/Formerly when- The Greek words indicate a sharp contrast between their present privileges and their previous state of not knowing God. This challenges them not to make the future like their past – not be people far from God. KNEW/did not know-  Eido– to understand with the mind. God- 1 Cor 12:2; 1 Th 4:5. When the Galatians were pagans they worshipped idols, and didn’t know the true God. **22 DID SERVICE/were slaves.. those.. by nature are NO/not gods- What the Gentiles called their “gods” were the product of human imagination, Rom 1:19-23; 1 Cor 8:5-7; 10:20; 2 Cor 4:4. God had revealed Himself to them in Creation, Rom 1:19-20; and in their consciences, Rom 2:14-15, but they remained in a state of ignorance into which Christ had come as a blaze of light, Acts 17:30-31.  

But now AFTER you know God- Ginosko- To know personally, have fellowship with. A sharp contrast. In the past they didn’t even have the right ideas about God. Now they have been granted personal fellowship with God, know Him as their Father by His Spirit being in them, 3:26; 4:6, and can learn all about Him, 1 Cor 2:6-16. Cp Jn 14:8-11, 15-26; 16:12-15; 1 Jn 2:20. They have become His sons and daughters, and should concentrate on living in fellowship with Him, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. 

Or rather- Mallon de– In Greek this introduces a  balancing statement, as in Rom 8:34; 1 Cor 14:1, 5; Eph 4:28; 5:11. known OF/by God- Ginosko. By adding this, Paul puts things in their true proportion. That God has chosen to have fellowship with us is the only basis on which anyone can know God. Cp Lk 18:22; Jn 6:44. 

Footnote **21 In Rom 7:1-6 we’re to disown the claims of the Law because we’re married to Christ in order to live in fruitful fellowship with Him. In 2 Cor 3 it’s because the Old Covenant with its Laws written on dead stone is spiritually deadening. We must live under the New Covenant-Testament of the Spirit who has written Christ in our hearts, opens the Scripture to our minds, and transforms us into the likeness of Christ. In Heb 8:7-9:28, it’s because the Old Covenant of Law was ineffective, and has been replaced by the New under which we’re enabled to serve God acceptably. In Col 2:6-3:3 its because physical circumcision has been replaced by the invisible circumcision Christ Provides - union with Himself achieved by the Baptising action of the Holy Spirit, and symbolised by Water Baptism - in contrast to what human hands can do.

Footnote **22 In a sense many Jews didn’t know God either. They read the OT Law as if it was a “Do-it-yourself Manual” on righteousness, and missed the message, Mt 23:23; Jn 5:37-40. The Pharisees made an idol of Law-keeping, and what they worshipped was a false image of the true God, created by the traditions of their fathers. The agnostic High priests in the Temple knew so little of God they turned His house into a thieves’ den, Mk 11:17-18. By rejecting Christ, the Son and visible representation of God, Jn 1:18, the Jews showed they didn’t know God, and in fact hated Him, Jn 8:54-55; 15:21-25.

  Our knowing God is a pale reflection of the fact that He has acknowledged us, and knows-recognises us as His people. **23 Their lives are changed because of the glorious and wonderful fact that God in Grace had chosen to know them, call them, etc. 2:20; Rom 8:29-34; Eph 1:3-6. Cp Gen 18:19; Ex 33:12, 17; Nah 1:7; Jn 10:14, 28; Rom 6:1-23; 8:1-16, 28; Col 1:26; 3:3; 2 Tim 2:19.

How TURN AGAIN/you are turning back- as they were. Cp 2 Pet 2:21-22. to THE/those weak- Asthenes- Weak and helpless, Mt 26:41; Acts 4:9, etc. BEGGARLY/miserable- Ptochos– Poor, crouching like a beggar in need of help, Mt 5:3; Mk 12:42; Lk 14:13; 16:20, etc. **24 ELEMENTS/principles- Stoicheion– As in 4:3. Trust in good works, religious rituals etc, as in 4:10, or even in a cold, dead doctrinal orthodoxy. These aren’t condemned as evil. They are ridiculed, as even at their best, as in God’s Law, they’re too weak to be much use, and too impoverished to have much to give. As food they’re fit only for infants, as teachings they give only elementary knowledge. As God had brought them into fellowship with Himself to enjoy the freedom of full-grown sons why should the Galatians go back into slavery to rules and rituals. 

Footnote **23 The Pharisees boasted that as experts on His Law they alone knew God, Jn 7:48-49, yet their studies filled them with pride and blinded them so that they rejected and crucified Him. Now that God has made Himself known to us in Christ, in the Gospel, it was folly for them to turn from knowing God by His Spirit, and join the Pharisee FTs groping along the path of trying to know God through Law-keeping. Even more foolish are the efforts and findings of mystics who imagine they can find God by meditation, drugs, fasting, sense-deprivation, etc. All they gain is random impressions thrown up by a brain that has temporarily lost contact with the physical world, and rationality. 

Footnote **24 The Law was part of a glorious heritage from God, Rom 9:4-5, but it had done its work and been replaced by the Gospel, Rom 10:1-9. When Grace placed them alongside the Gentiles, as helpless beggars, raised to Glory by God’s act of mercy in Christ, Pharisee Jews refused to give up the Law, and pride in it. So instead of accepting Christian Gentiles as equals the Pharisee Christians, Acts 15:5, demanded that they keep the Law and become Jews. In that way they could still join the Jewish Pharisee in thanking God for being better than other men Lk 18:10-14. But Law-keeping was now only a treadmill on which the earnest Pharisee could spend his energy for a whole life without getting nearer his goal of knowing God. 

The Stoicheion are too weak to enslave us now that Christ the Strong One lives in us, 1 Jn 4:4. But the Galatians were choosing to go back to being at a distance from God, by trying to serve Him by human actions dictated by a written statement, instead of letting the life of Christ, put into them by the Spirit, be lived out in their actions as they allowed Him to guide them, 3:1-5, 14; 4:5-7; 5:16-25; 6:8; Rom 8:8-17. Our natural self shrinks from living fellowship with God, because it IS death to self, 2:20. So, the pursuit of Self-righteousness has cursed the Christian Church right down to today. Which of us has never felt superior to Christians who don’t belong to “our’ fellowship?

The weak and beggarly Stoicheion relied on today may be priestly rituals and prayers, keeping God’s OT Covenant and laws, following the traditions of our church, using the correct Bible translation, or adapting modern business and public-relations skills to the Lord’s work. Anything that turns our attention away from Christ our Master, and Head of His church, impoverishes and enslaves us, so that we cease to live in the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

WHEREUNTO YE DESIRE/Do you wish to be IN BONDAGE/enslaved.. again- These people, converted to Christ, as in 1 Th 1:9; 2 Cor 3:16, were now converting themselves back, like a butterfly trying to make itself a caterpillar again. Some people like trying to please God by obeying rules from the Bible, their church or their conscience as they enjoy seeing others failing the standards they have set for themselves. But the attention they pay to keeping rules distracts their attention from their Saviour and Lord. And transfers their reliance in some measure from Christ and His Grace, to themselves. To do that robs God of His Glory, and themselves of fellowship with Him. 

OBSERVE/are observing special days- With the idea of having a higher standing with God, they were keeping the details prescribed by the Pharisees for days like the Sabbath, Day of Atonement, etc, Lev 16:29-33. months– Monthly festivals as in Num 10:10; 28:11-16; Isa 1:13-14. Cp Col 2:16. TIMES/seasons- Seasonal feasts such as Passover, Ex 12:18; Tabernacles, 2 Chr 8:13. These were for more than one day, and required pilgrimages to Jerusalem, the offering of sacrifices, etc. and years– Sabbatical, and Jubilee year, Lev 25:3-16. We can’t be sure of the exact meaning of the terms, but it’s a summary of the whole system of religious celebration as kept by Jews at that time. These are examples of the weak and beggarly elements to which the Galatians were again becoming slaves. As James says, the true nature of our faith is shown by our actions, Jas 2:14-26. They might say they were relying on the Saving work of Christ proclaimed in the Gospel. But to make Law-keeping important is to turn attention from reliance on Christ, and pushes Him from His place as unique Deliverer. 

4:11 I AM AFRAID OF/fear for you– Or worried about you. Christ was Paul’s life, and he lived in His love, and that cast out all fear, Phil 1:21; 1 Jn 4:18. But he was seriously worried about what they were doing, and pleads with them to return to fellowship with him in living in Christ, as proclaimed in the Gospel. 

LEST/That somehow.. LABOUR IN VAIN/wasted my efforts on you- Their actions made it look as though they had gained nothing from the Gospel - so Paul asks them whether his efforts in bringing the Gospel had been a waste of time as far as they were concerned. Cp Samuel in 1 Sam 8:6-9. **25

Footnote **25 He knew that in a sense no one could stop God’s work, and empty it of value. But he also knew that individuals and congregations can turn from God and the Gospel so that their lives become unfruitful. Outwardly God’s work might seem to be flourishing, but unless it’s based on fellowship with Christ crucified, and functions in His love, it’s worthless, Jn 15:5; 1 Cor 3:11-17; 13:1-3;  Rev 2:2-6. As the Gospel ceased to be preached, souls would cease to be saved, and the church life would settle down to be human devotion, effort, and pride. The life of the visible Church was like that for a thousand years before the Reformation. In a sense it was “The age of Faith,” when men lived, as they thought, under the rule of God by being ruled by the laws of the church. In a truer sense it was the “Dark Ages,” when the light of the Gospel, if it began to glimmer, was actively extinguished. 

4:12-31 Live in Freedom - in the Love &  Joy we Shared

- Hagar & Sarah

 (Paul, by careful teaching, has made the light of the Gospel shine into the darkness and confusion they had fallen into, 1:7. He has rebuked the folly of allowing the FTs to turn them from Christ, and the Gospel goal of Christ-likeness, back into the slavish dependence on the Law that marked the Pharisees. His distress at this is so deep that he compares it with the pains of childbirth. He pleads with them to look back and compare their present state with the loving concern and joy in the Gospel they had shared with him.)

4:12 BRETHREN I BESEECH/plead with you brothers- Deomai– To desire or long for, as in Mat 3:30; Lu 5:12; 9:38; Acts 4:31; Rom 1:10; 2 Cor 5:20; 8:4; 10:2; 1 Th 3:10, etc. In the Greek this is emphatic, so Paul is speaking with deep concern. BE AS I AM/Become like me, for I became like you- Paul, although a Jew, with all the Law could give him, had abandoned that to take his stand with them as totally dependent on God’s Grace, in Christ, Phil 3:3-16. He has shown that it’s impossible for Law-works to make them righteous, or enable them to live in fellowship with God in the growing Christ-likeness which is His will, Rom 8:30-31. So he urges them to stand with him, loyal to the Gospel. (A teacher expected those learning from him to accept his life as a model, Mt 18:25; Lk 6:40. Paul had the right to urge converts to imitate him as he imitated Christ, 1 Cor 4:16-17; 11:1; Phil 4:9; 1 Th 1:6. But here he is urging them to share with him life in Christ, on the basis of the Gospel, rather than their imitating him. )

have NOT INJURED/done me no wrong- This may convey three meanings: (1) You did me no wrong when I was with you in the past so don’t treat me as an enemy now. (2) You haven’t harmed me by turning to Law-keeping, but you have harmed yourselves. (3) You haven’t wronged-insulted me by rejecting my Gospel, but you have wronged-insulted Christ because it’s His Gospel. Turning back to the Law wasn’t so much a blow to Paul, as a blow to the purposes of God, and to their own enjoyment of the blessing the Gospel had brought to them.

4:13-14 YE/As you know- What he meant was clear to them, but is unclear to us. THAT THROUGH INFIRMITY/it was because of an illness- Astheneia– Bodily sickness or weakness. Literally on account of weakness of the flesh I preached good tidings to you formerly or at first. **26 It seems that his weakness was the cause of his going to Galatia, or of his stopping there. Because of 4:15; 6:11, some suggest eye problems made him unable to travel on. Some that he had caught malaria in the coastlands and came inland to Galatia to recover. Or it might mean he was handicapped by ill-health when with them. After the stoning at Lystra Acts 14:19 he may have needed to be cared for until he was fit to travel, and things were quiet enough for him to call again at the cities and appoint elders. 

Footnote **26 It could mean (though it’s a less natural meaning for the words) that he preached the Gospel to them in weakness, or suffering. That wasn’t unusual for Paul. In 1 Cor 2:3 he says of his bringing the Gospel to Corinth I was with you in weakness- Astheneia, and God had demonstrated His power through Paul’s weakness. Cp 2 Cor 12:9 where he says his infirmities- Astheneia forced him to rely entirely on God’s all-sufficient Grace. That Paul suffered while working in Galatia is stated in Acts 13:50; 14:5-6, 19; 2 Tim 3:10-11.

I first preached the Gospel UNTO/to you AT THE FIRST- The 1st missionary journey, Acts 13-14. 

MY TEMPTATION.. IN MY FLESH/though my illness was a trial to you- Literally and the trial of you in the flesh of me. In some way his sickness was a test to them, they passed that test and believed the Gospel. When Paul preached that God blessed those who put their trust in Christ the fact that he wasn’t blessed with physical health could have counted against the Gospel. Or they faced the trial of having to care for a sick man, or put themselves at risk of mob violence by sheltering a man who had suffered mob violence, Acts 14:19-20. But our best guesses at the meaning are only guesses. God saw no need to give us more information than we have, so let’s make the most of what He has given us.  

DESPISED NOT/did not treat me with contempt NOR REJECTED/or scorn- Ekptuo- To spit out. They didn’t reject him as we spit out anything objectionable. Or didn’t view his sickness as a judgment on him, and so keep away from him, Job 30:10; Jn 9:2; Acts 28:4. His weakness might tempt hearers to write him off as not worth listening to, 2 Cor 10:10. Instead of adopting such an attitude the Galatians had welcomed him, and his message, respectfully and enthusiastically. 

RECEIVED/welcomed me as.. an angel of God- They welcomed him gladly as a messenger from God, Acts 13:42, 44, 48; 14:1, 11-13, 21. This contrasted with their present attitude. That Paul was a suffering preacher of the Gospel of Christ’s atoning suffering for them may have helped make it more vivid to them, 3:1. 

As if I were Christ Jesus- Not that they imagined he himself was Jesus Christ. Paul came to them as God’s authorised Apostle, and spoke to them the Gospel message God had given him to proclaim, and was received as the Lord had promised, Mt 10:40. In general Jews found the Gospel offensive, and Greeks found it foolish, and it was like that in Acts 13-14. But the Galatians to whom he was writing had listened with honest hearts, Lk 8:15, yielded to the voice of the Spirit, as well as to Paul, and accepted that as God’s Ambassador, he was pleading with them to get right with God, 2 Cor 5:16-21. Paul preached Christ, 1:16; 1 Cor 1:22-25; 2:1-5,  lived in union with Christ, 2:20, imitated Him, 1 Cor 11:1; Phil 3:10-17; 1 Th 1:6; and represented Him, 2 Cor 2:14-17; 5:18-20; 13:2-4; Eph 3:1-19; Col 1:23-2:5; 1 Tim 1:12-17. So in a real sense to welcome him was to welcome Christ. 

4:15-16 WHERE IS THE BLESSEDNESS/What has happened to your joy- Makarismos- Blessedness or happiness, When Paul brought them the Gospel they had experienced great joy in salvation. So they gave praise and thanksgiving to God, and were thankful to Paul as His servant. Now they were pre-occupied with their attempts at Law-keeping and ignoring the Lord except as a contributor to the success of the task they had undertaken. Their happy fellowship with Paul had been part of their happy fellowship with Christ, in the Gospel - so Paul asks if their joy was flourishing now that they were rejecting him and the Gospel.

I BEAR YOU RECORD/can testify that- It had been quite clear to Paul that they greatly appreciated the Gospel, and him as the Gospel preacher. Cp Rom 10:2; Col 4:13. If.. POSSIBLE/you could have.. PLUCKED/torn out your OWN eyes and HAVE given them to me- A dramatic way of saying the Gospel had brought them such blessings and joy they would have “given anything,” rather than be deprived of it. Eyes were viewed as very precious, Deu 32:10; Ps 17:8; Zech 2:8; Mt 18:9. So Paul means you felt you owed me such a debt/appreciated me so much you would have given me what you valued most – even your eyes if that were possible. E.g. they had picked him up after the stoning and sheltered him from the Mob.

AM/Have I.. become your enemy BECAUSE I TELL/by telling you the truth- Telling people the truth, as Paul is doing, sometimes loses us friends. He was being the enemy of the FTs and the course of action they were preaching, and so the enemy of the way of life the Galatians were taking up. Paul reminds them that a friend who loves us tells us the truth even when we don’t want to hear it, and though he knows it will hurt – as Nathan to David, 2 Sam 12:7. Will they be as silly as a person who smashes a mirror because it shows their face is wrinkled! There are still Christians who are not willing to attend a church where they are faced with the unflattering truth about themselves, even when it is spoken in earnest love for their eternal well-being, Eph 4:15.

4:17 THEY/These people- The FTs with their false Gospel, 1:6-9.  ZEALOUSLY AFFECT/are zealous to win you- The expression was used of a man eagerly courting a woman. And of course his professed love and concern for her well-being might hide the fact that his intentions were entirely selfish. Paul had spoken of the happy days the Galatians shared with him after he had brought them the Gospel. He now speaks of the FTs who had come and destroyed that happiness. Like the Pharisees, Mt 23:15, they were earnest and thorough in their missionary zeal.

But NOT WELL/for no good- Paul had used words which would normally be used of the actions of a lover, friend and well-wisher. But the results demonstrated that the FTs were selfish and predatory. They were urging apostasy from Grace and Faith, into dead-end human efforts at being righteous by Law-keeping. In all ages self-seeking leaders have offered to teach “Higher Truth,” “Further Light,” etc and have plunged their followers into darkness. 

THEY WOULD EXCLUDE/want to alienate you [from us] so that you might AFFECT/be zealous for them– The FTs probably said the Galatian Christians would be excluded from the Kingdom if they failed to keep the Law. In fact they wanted to exclude them from fellowship with Paul and shut them off from the Gospel freedom. And to shut them in under their own teaching, so they would be 

   their only teachers. **27 The FTs would gain their financial support, but the Galatians would cease to depend on Christ and His work for them - cease to live by faith in Him, 2:19-21; 5:2-4.

GOOD/fine to be ZEALOUSLY AFFECTED/zealous  IN A GOOD THING/Provided the purpose is good- Zeal, and taking a zealous interest in people, is good, but if what it aims at isn’t good it does more harm than indifference. Paul was delighted to hear of Teachers visiting congregations established by him, as long as it was doing them good – bringing them closer to Christ and developing Christ-likeness in them, 1 Cor 3:5-10; Phil 1:15-18. It was the falseness of their message, and their motives, that forced him to speak sharply of the FTs. Cp 2 Cor 11:1-15. 

always not ONLY/just when I am PRESENT with you- Cp 2 Cor 11:2 which uses the same expression. Paul had been zealous to win them for Christ, and see Christ formed in them, not to win them for himself. And the Galatians had been zealous for the Gospel, and for Paul its preacher. It would have been a good thing if that zeal had continued in Paul’s absence. **28 But their responsive zeal for Paul, the Gospel, and Christ had been replaced by zeal for the FTs and their message of being righteous before God by their own efforts at Law-keeping.

4:19-20 My LITTLE/dear children- Teknion. An affectionate diminutive of Teknon- Child. As in Jn 13:33; 1 Jn 2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21. A word a mother would use to express her love for her young child in its helplessness. Paul may have been using it as a mild rebuke – you are being as foolish as an infant. I love you as you are, but please be more grown up, so I don’t need to run after you like this. After his vigorous arguments Paul voices his loving concern at their wayward actions which were robbing them of the privileges they should have been enjoying in Christ. And robbing the Lord of the joy of having them depend wholly on Him instead of on their own efforts, and of His joy in blessing them further. 

Footnote **27 Some Christian leaders are gifted and zealous, but treat their followers as their personal property. They establish rules by their own interpretation of Scripture and demand that their followers obey them. And behind that mask of obeying God they take over the lives, and sometimes the chequebooks of “their flock.” The FT’s were zealous in their efforts to win the Galatians, but their motive was to form them into a sect that they could dominate. Paul’s concern was that Christ should be formed in the Galatians, 4:19, that they should be Christ-people, not that they should be Paul-people.

Footnote **28 Some people are fickle, being enthusiastic for the preacher’s message only as long as he is present to dominate them. Missionaries or Pastors, who work for a long time in a place, give stability to those they teach. But they need to insist that those who look up to them enter into the freedom of being sons, depending directly on the Lord for themselves. If they fail to outgrow childhood, and the Leader falls into error they follow him. Or if he dies they are caught up by the next dogmatic teacher. Contrast this with God’s ideal in Eph 4:11-16 where the gifted leaders build a congregation in which everyone contributes to the good of the whole.

I TRAVAIL IN BIRTH/am again in the pains of childbirth- Having referred to them as infants leads naturally to this picture. Individuals and churches were, in a sense born - came into spiritual existence - by someone preaching the Gospel to them, 1 Cor 4:14-15; Phm 10. In 1 Th 2:7 Paul pictures himself as a nursing mother, here as a mother in child-birth. **29 The birth-pangs are very distressing, and yet very rewarding, Jn 16:21, and so was Paul’s experience as an evangelist. When all sorts of people were being converted, and needed to sort out personal problems, and be formed into witnessing, worshipping congregations the stress and distress Paul experienced was in line with nature. At that time they had loved, trusted, and depended on him as the one God had used to bring them to life in Christ. 

   But now, in a way never seen in nature, instead of Paul being like a mother able to watch happily the healthy growth of her children, their turning back from Spirit-led sonship makes him endure once more the pangs of childbirth. For a second time he is suffering the distress of trying to persuade them to live in Christ by faith. 

until Christ BE/is formed in you- Morphoo- **30 This was the goal of Paul’s ministry, Rom 8:29; Eph 4:13, 15; Col 1:27. The metaphor is complex. The Galatians who were spoken of as being formed in the womb, and brought to birth, are now spoken of as being the womb in which Christ is being formed. Christ is in all Christians and the Christian life is a living out of Christ’s life in us. This is a life-long process that depends on our living as in 2:20; Rom 8:1-30; 2 Cor 3:15-18; Phil 2:12-13; Col 3:1-17; 1 Th 5:12-24; Heb 12:1-14; 2 Pet 1:2-15; 1 Jn 3:1-2, etc. Christians aren’t hypocrites in acting at a higher level than their fallen natures wish. They’re hypocrites when they allow themselves to slip back into the old ways.

Footnote **29 Plato used a similar expression for the effort needed to bring an idea-concept to birth. Paul had given birth to the Galatian churches, and yet now was having birth pains again. This unnatural situation was the result of the unnatural interference of the FT’s who ignored the finished work of Christ enjoyed by Faith, and insisted on turning the clock back to before the coming of Christ by demanding Gentile converts keep the Law.  

Footnote **30 The Greek means their being formed invisibly as well as visibly. At best Law-keeping could change only their outward  life into the appearance of godly righteousness. And by directing their attentions to such an effort, they would hinder the transformation from within described in 2:20-21. The words may also be applied to the Galatians collectively – the congregation as the body of Christ displaying Him and His Gospel truly. But the related words Sunmorphos in Phil 3:10, Metamorphoo in 2 Cor 3:18; Rom 12:2, are used of the Believer’s mind being transformed. 

We’re told that at conception, all the characteristics of that life are there, settled in its genetic code, ready to develop in due course. In a sense that’s true at the moment of conversion -  Christ is in that new Christian, and everything he experiences from then on is forming him into Christ-likeness. Until he is presented in Glory perfectly in the likeness of Christ, Ps 17:15; 2 Cor 5:16-18; Eph 4:13; Col 1:26, 28; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Jude 24, etc. A likeness different from the likeness displayed in other Christians, as it reflects the uniqueness God formed him for in his mother’s womb, Ps 139:13-16.

I DESIRE TO BE PRESENT/wish I could be with you.. change my VOICE/tone- Paul doesn’t regret what he has said, but wishes he was speaking face to face. He could then see how his message was being received, and adjust his tone of voice and choice of material accordingly to be more effective. Paul has argued with them, expressed both frustration, and affection, recalled the happier past, and warned of future disaster if they don’t return to Christ and the Gospel. And being absent, he remains unaware of their reactions. He could only pour out his heart and rely on the Holy Spirit to guide his pen, and guide them as they received it. That was hard on Paul, but it blessed us with a letter that states the truth strongly and we can read it face to face with our Lord and listen to what He says as we read what His servant Paul wrote.

I STAND IN DOUBT/am perplexed about you- What he has heard of their present beliefs and behaviour puzzles him, seems unreal to him. He doesn’t feel confident as to how he should respond to best meet their spiritual needs. The Holy Spirit was inspiring Paul as he wrote, 2 Tim 3:15-16; 2 Pet 1:21, but there was nothing mechanical about it. He was writing in the uncertainty with which a parent would write to a son he had heard was in bad company, and likely to wreck his life. And their present action was inconsistent with the new birth. Paul’s bewilderment, and uncertainty as to what to say, and attitude to take, is refreshingly human, and encourages us in the perplexities we face in the Lord’s work. 

4:21-31  The Hagar – Sarah  Allegory 

 (Having made an affectionate appeal to the Galatians, Paul uses an OT incident to teach a Bible principle. **31 The FTs are teaching that they need to be circumcised and keep the Law in order to receive the blessings promised to Abraham. But they are, by faith, already sons of Abraham, 3:7-9, thanks to the Gospel, and are enjoying the freedom of being sons of God, in Christ. Paul uses the OT story as a vivid and challenging conclusion to his appeal for them to stand with him, and with Abraham, as justified by the gift and grace of God, and expel their Ishmaels so that their life as Isaac, children of the promise, won’t be hindered. )

4:21-23 Tell me- Paul speaks abruptly as if he had just thought of this way to help them see from Scripture that the FTs weren’t using the law in the way God intended it to be used, 1 Tim 1:8. YE THAT DESIRE/you who want to- He assumes that only some of the Galatians have become eager to be under the law- Law doesn’t have the definite article, so may refer to Law in general as well as specifically to the Law given at Sinai. They had already started to put themselves under Law by keeping holy days etc, 4:10. Some Christians will always prefer to be given rules and have no more expected of them than to keep them. That avoids the uncertainties of living by faith - having to keep seeking the Lord’s face for guidance and seldom being granted overwhelming feelings of assurance that we have done His will. Sonship requires us to learn to decide - as far as we can -  

Footnote **31 Jewish Rabbis also contrasted righteous Isaac- who they falsely claimed had the law and kept it, and represented the Jews - and Ishmael who was wicked because he didn’t keep the Law and so represented the Gentiles. In fact both Isaac and Ishmael were circumcised, and neither kept the Law as it was given long after they were dead.

   what God’s will is , and trust that He will correct us when we make mistakes, and keep working ahead responsibly, doing what we understand to be His will. Legalism gives us tasks – obey this command in this way – and an unspiritual person can congratulate himself that he has done God’s will, while keeping at a safe distance from God. Cp booklet “Guidance” in this series.

HEAR/aware of what the law- The Law - OT, this time. says- As in Ex 4:22-23; 32:27, etc, hearing, seeing, understanding, and obeying are parts of the one process. So Paul’s challenge is that they should really HEAR the Law, get its message, and do what it commands them to do - avoid slavery. While Pharisee-style Christians such as the FTs are constantly demanding obedience to the Law, they are in fact ignoring its message and perverting its purpose, Mt 23:23. The Law is viewed negatively– under the Law, and positively– hear the Law. Both views are valid, and helpful, 1 Tim 1:8. 

Abraham had two sons- The FTs made much of Abraham, and the blessedness of being children of Abraham. And insisted that Gentile Christians join Abraham by being circumcised and keeping the Law - as they pretended Abraham had kept the law. Paul summarises Gen 16:1-16; 21:1-21 and asks them which of Abraham’s sons do they wish to be? He points out that the story teaches that those who trust in their efforts to keep the Law are like Ishmael, not children of promise/faith in God’s promises as Isaac had been. 

One by a bondmaid/slave woman- Ishmael, born of Hagar, Sarah’s slave, Gen 16:1-16. the other by A/the free woman- Isaac, born of Sarah, Gen 21:2-5. She was a free woman, and Abraham’s legal wife, so Isaac her son was heir to all Abraham had. HE.. BORN OF THE BONDWOMAN/His son by the slave woman was born AFTER THE FLESH/in the ordinary way- Ishmael’s mother was a slave, and his conception and birth followed the normal routine of human life. In fact he was born because Sarah refused to believe God would keep His promise of giving her a son, and Abraham abandoned his faith in God for the sake of peace. So, in that sense also Ishmael was “born of the flesh” the impatience and unbelief of human nature. Cp Jn 1:13; Rom 9:7-9. Ishmael represents all those who by exercising their natural powers, including the faithful keeping of the Law, try to make themselves acceptable to God.  

HE OF/his son by the free woman was BY/born as the result of a promise- The conception and birth of Isaac wasn’t a matter of normal human life. He was fathered by a man, impotent by reason of age. And conceived in a woman who was far beyond the years of child-bearing, and who had been unable to conceive at an age when to do so would have been natural. Abraham who had been justified by faith years before, once more believed God, that when God promised something humanly impossible He would make it possible. And his faith in God was justified by his fathering Isaac, Gen 21:1-5. And, in a spiritual sense, he became the father of all those who put their trust in God and are justified by faith, Rom 4:16-25. Like us, the free woman’s son was born as a miracle of God’s Grace, and intervention linked with Faith in God’s promise. Cp Rom 4:19; Heb 11:11-12.

4:24 These things ARE AN ALLEGORY/may be taken figuratively- Allegoreo- An allegory is a story that illustrates a truth. **32 Paul takes up the Bible story of Ishmael and Isaac and uses it to teach truth about Righteousness claimed by Faith, Rom 4:16-25. What he says is spiritually true – the lives of Isaac and Ishmael and their descendants support the lesson he is drawing from the story of their birth. And it’s a spiritual lesson that the Galatians needed to learn. 

THESE/the women ARE THE/represent two covenants- Diatheke- Covenant, or Testament–Will. THE One covenant is from THE Mount Sinai- Where the Law, Ex 19:2; 20:1-18, the old, now set-aside covenant, Heb 8:13, was given. Israelites had to obey it or be under its curse, 3:10-13. (In contrast to the New, unconditional Covenant- Testament of the indwelling Spirit of God, which guarantees the fulfilment of the promises to Abraham, 3:8, 16-18, and to Jeremiah, Jer 31:31-34.) **33

WHICH GENDERETH/and bears- Is bearing at the present time. The slave-woman attitude of the FTs was bearing children into slavery, and that included any Galatians who obeyed them! TO BONDAGE children who are to be slaves- The Law-covenant between God and Israel was concerned with physically keeping rules and rituals. It was suitable for slaves, or for young children who should outgrow it. Hagar had given birth to Abraham’s first child, and the Law-covenant had come first.

Footnote **32 This use of Scripture was popular among Jews. It’s a legitimate use of Scripture as long as God’s words are first read as meaning what they say. And any allegorical use fits well with that meaning, and with the teaching of Scripture as a whole, 2 Pet 1:20-21. Many Scriptures are intended by God to pass on a meaning additional to the surface meaning of their words. The lesson Paul takes from the incident is a proper use of what the Scripture says. Cp Mt 12:39-41; Rom 4:23-24; 1 Cor 5:6-8; 9:8-10; 10:1-11. 

Footnote **33 A word of caution. Some of the best Bible  commentaries are written by members of the Reformed church. What they say about initial Justification by faith is sound, but when they write about Christians living “Justified by Faith lives” often their view is distorted by the ideas of “Covenant Theology.” Eph 2:12 says Gentiles had been strangers to the mutual-obligation covenant under which THE COMMONWEALTH OF/citizenship in Israel lived, and to the unconditional covenant-testament of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Yet I have read them claiming that Eph 2:12 teaches that the Old and New Covenants, are merely two aspects of a single “Covenant of Grace.” That the covenant of Law, which placed a curse on even those who made the most sincere attempt to keep it, could be called a “Covenant of Grace,” is beyond all reason, and all Scripture. It’s against any possible meaning of the word “Grace.” Cp Rom 11:6. Also I have read them claiming Paul is talking about the Law as interpreted by the Pharisees, but not God’s Law – in spite of 2 Cor 3:6-7. And that Paul is here condemning only the Law being used as a means of being made right with God. That was the subject in 3:6-12, but here Paul is writing to Gentile Christians, already justified by Faith, warning that Law-keeping would enslave them. The FTs were Jewish Christians also justified by faith, but who argue that having been justified by Faith, indwelt by His Spirit etc all Christians ought to go ahead with God by keeping His Law, 3:1-3. Many Christian Jews in Jerusalem were still doing so at the time of Acts 21. And while rejoicing in the conversion to Christ of Gentiles, argued that they needed to become Jews and live under the Law. They were adding Law-keeping to the Gospel, and insisting that Christ and the Gospel must be interpreted within the OT Covenant – as it seems Covenant theology does to this day.

4:25-26 Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia- This is true by association – Sinai Law produces slaves, slave Hagar produced a slave son. **34 ANSWERETH TO/corresponds to- Sustoicheo- Stands in the same rank, or line, in the same army- a military term. the present city of Jerusalem WHICH NOW IS- Hagar pictures Jerusalem - and the whole Jewish people as it was their spiritual and national centre. It had been the glorious Holy City of David and Solomon. Isaiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah prophesied of its more glorious future under their Messiah. But when their Messiah-Christ came the Jews had crucified Him. They refused to receive Him and become God’s children, Jn 1:12-13. They refused to let the Law fulfil God’s purpose and bring them to Christ, 3:23-26, so their continued Law-keeping was pointless slavery. The Temple and its sacrifices were shadows of spiritual things preparing the Jews for Christ’s coming and work, Heb 8:5; 10:1. They were now an empty sham as Christ had fulfilled all they pointed to. Jerusalem and Christ-rejecting Jews remained in slavish bondage to the Law and Jewish traditions, Mt 23:13-39. Paul’s eyes were on Christ in Glory, Heb 12:2. The FTs kept their eyes on earthly Jerusalem as did Christ-rejecting Jews. 

she is in BONDAGE/slavery with her children- Jerusalem had hoped that Messiah/Christ would come and liberate them from being enslaved by Roman occupation. But Christ had come to call sinners to repentance and liberate them from their sin, and in the Gospel, offered this to all people everywhere. Jerusalem’s leaders insisted that Christ, His Gospel and His servants be silenced and let Jews everywhere - her children- continue to live in slavish obedience to the Law. Pharisee Christians continued to stand with these Christ-rejecting Jews in insisting on circumcision and Law-keeping, Acts 15:5, and so were generating children into slavery. They ignored the work of Christ that declared them to be sons, and refused to believe God, and take up the freedom of sonship. They ignored the new covenant written on human hearts by the Spirit, 2 Cor 3:2-18; 4:6; Heb 8:7-13. 

But the Jerusalem that is above- Jews at the time were familiar with the idea of a heavenly equivalent of Jerusalem and its temple, descending to earth when Messiah came. They developed this from Ps 24:1-10, and Ezek 40-48, etc. Cp Heb 11:10, 14-16; 12:22; 13:14; Rev 3:12; 21:2-22:5. Its temple provided the pattern – spiritual realities – for everything in the Temple at Jerusalem, Heb 8:5. Cp Heb 11:10. is free.. THE/our mother OF US ALL- As Sarah was, by faith, mother to the child of promise, we by faith have the heavenly Jerusalem as our mother – the source of our being, nurture, comfort, etc. As Jerusalem was for all Jews, so for all Christians, Heaven is our mother city/home city - we’re born again/born from above/born of God into its citizenship, Jn 1:12; 3:2-6; Phil 3:21, and privileged worship there, Eph 1:3; 2:6. It was natural, and sad, that Jews who had tasted the new wine of the Gospel, 

Footnote **34 Also, Hagar is Rock or stone in Arabic, and Arabs call Sinai “The Rock.” The 10 commandments of the Law were written on stone tablets. Mt Sinai, being in Arabia is outside the land of promise - so a land of spiritual immaturity and unbelief, and it’s in the land of Ishmael, Gen 21:21; Gen 25:18. That Hagar was an Egyptian, and the Egyptians had enslaved God’s people, would also have been considered relevant.

   should cling to the old wine of the Law. It was worse that they should insist that the Gospel should be used to patch the worn-out garment of the Law, and that the Gospel wine be available only in the old wine-skin setting of Law-obedience, Lk 5:36-39.

4:27-28 REJOICE/Be glad, O barren woman- Paul supports his statement that the Heavenly Jerusalem is our mother by quoting the LXX Isa 54:1. The setting is the time when God’s people were exiled in Babylon. Jerusalem was an empty ruin, and therefore in as hopeless a situation as a childless woman incapable of bearing children. The Lord gave a message to Isaiah that was left waiting ready to be claimed by faith by the Jews who would return from exile to rebuild Jerusalem. As with barren Sarah, God  kept  this promise.

Break forth.. cry aloud.. THAT TRAVAILEST NOT/have no labour pains.. MANY more are the children of the desolate woman- The barren, childless woman, Jerusalem, desolate without inhabitants, is told to be happy, and shout with joy. Although she will never suffer labour pains she will be blessed with many children – the returning exiles – more than she could have expected to have if she had remained inhabited. Cp Isa 66:5-16. Such Scriptures inspired the exiled Jews to return and rebuild Jerusalem as recorded in Ezra, Nehemiah, etc. This was a Physical fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy. Christ came to a Jerusalem that was bigger than when Isaiah wrote. The Temple Herod had built was grander than Solomon’s, and great crowds of Pilgrims coming for the Passover etc brought rich donations to the temple. 

   But Jerusalem was spiritually barren in its response to its Messiah, and God opened the door of Salvation and spiritual blessing to the Gentiles, Rom 11:1-17. God’s miraculous intervention at Pentecost, in the descent of the Holy Spirit, forming the Church, Acts 2, empowered Christians to spread the Gospel world-wide, Acts 1:8. So Paul applies this joyful promise to the Gospel preaching, by which Heavenly Jerusalem’s children have become many more millions than were ever the people of God under the Law, in OT times. And some time in the future, as the Lord promised in Mt 23:23, and Paul spelled out in Rom 11:18-33, Jerusalem the barren wife of the Lord, will be rebuilt by Him, and all her sons will be taught of God, Isa 54:1-13. Cp much of Isa 49-66; Zech 12-14, etc.

Than she/her that has a husband- In a sense this described Jerusalem before the exile, free under its king. In Paul’s time it was earthly Jerusalem, powerful with its temple, and the devoted loyalty of millions of Jews. Both had a visibly secure position, like a wife with a home and husband, and so having a natural right to expect to have children – multiply more of her kind.  

Now– Therefore, as a logical deduction from what Paul has been saying WE BRETHREN/you brothers– As the Jerusalem above is their mother, they are all, Gentiles or Jews, Paul’s brothers. AS/like Isaac are THE children of promise- They had been born into God’s family, by God’s Gospel promise, when Paul preached the Gospel to them, 1:7-11; 2:2-7, 14; 3:8.  They are God’s children/Abraham’s children as a result of faith in God’s promise, just as Isaac was, 3:16-29; 4:1-6; Rom 9:8. 

4:29-30 AS THEN/At that time HE THAT WAS/the son born AFTER THE FLESH/in the ordinary way persecuted- Ishmael mocked **35 Isaac, Gen 21:9; Ps 83:5-6. Some suggest that persecuted is too strong a word for a youth annoying an infant brother, but the situation in Gen 21:9, was serious. Until Isaac was born, Ishmael was heir of all Abraham’s property, and Abraham was content with that, Gen 17:18. Now Isaac had survived to be a small boy he was heir, and Ishmael would resent that, and he had a violent nature, Gen 16:8-12. His mocking Isaac showed it wasn’t safe for Isaac to be with him.

HIM/the son born AFTER/by the power of the Spirit- Paul reminds them that God’s Spirit had quickened Sarah’s barren womb and Isaac was the result. And that God’s Spirit had brought life in Christ, and sonship to them, so they had, like Isaac, been born of the Spirit, 3:2-5; Jn 3:3-5. 

EVEN SO/It is the same now- The Jewish authorities had refused Christ, and the freedom of sonship offered in Christ. They, and Jews in general, chose to continue to rely on their efforts at pleasing God by Law-keeping, Rom 10:1-4. Their spiritual life was born of and sustained by the Flesh-human nature, Jn 3:6, so, like Ishmael, they continued to be slaves. And like Ishmael they bitterly resented the Christians who had now taken their place as heirs of God and His promises. As Hagar’s son took fleshly action against Isaac, the Christ-rejecting Jews persecuted the Christians, driving them from Jerusalem, and driving Paul the Gospel preacher from city to city, Acts 4:1-18; 5:17-42; 7:54-8:3; 9:1-2; 12:1-4; 13:50; 14:2-5, 19; 17:4-8, 18:12-16; 21:27-31; 22:22-24; 23:12-15; 2 Cor 11:24; 1 Th 2:14-16, etc. And within the church, Pharisee Christians, Acts 15:5, put loyalty to Law-keeping, as a higher priority than loyalty to Christ and the Gospel, 2:4; 2 Cor 11:26. So the FTs were persecuting the sons of the promise, born-by-faith-Galatian Christians, trying to hound them into the ranks of Judaism. 

NEVERTHELESS WHAT SAITH/But- The Galatians don’t need to put up with the FTs who are trying to bully them into being Jews. They should do what God says and CAST OUT/Get rid of the BONDWOMAN/slave woman and her son- Sarah said it, **36 but Scripture records it, and God confirmed it against Abraham’s inclination, Gen 21:10-14. So Paul can rightly say that Scripture commands people in a similar situation to expel the FTs from their congregation. Ishmael was older than Isaac, and so could bully him. The flesh is older than the Spirit in the life of a Believer. Law-keeping legalism is firmly established in human nature, and has a position of natural strength in Christian congregations. So the Galatians must obey Scripture which says that Law-slavery with its self-righteousness, and saved-by-Grace, guided-by-the-Spirit, life-in-Christ people, can’t share life in an Assembly. The former must be prevented from forcing their attitude on the church. They must conform to the Gospel or be expelled. 

Footnote **35 The Hebrew word for mocked- Tsachaq, can mean laugh at, as in Gen 17:17; 18:12, 13, 15; 19:14; 21:6. But it’s used in Gen 39:14, 17 by Potiphar’s wife in accusing Joseph of an offensive insult, of the Golden calf worshippers play, Ex 32:6, and of Samson forced to make sport for the Philistines, Judg 16:25.  

BONDWOMAN/slave woman’s son  NOT BE HEIR/never share the inheritance **36 with the free woman’s son- The Galatian Christians are God’s sons and heirs, entitled to receive what He has promised. The FTs and those who rely on Law-keeping are slaves. Slaves have no right to inherit the property of their Masters, it goes to their sons. **37 We must always beware of trying to live the life of sonship-fellowship with God, mixed with the keeping and enforcing of rules. Even if the rules are derived from God’s Law they enslave us. They may seem helpful crutches for cripples, but depending on them will cripple, and cramp our freedom to grow in Spirit-guided fellowship with God, as set out in 2:20, and 2 Cor 3:16-18. But if our deceitful heart suggests the Spirit is guiding us to do something that goes against the will of God revealed in the plain words of Scripture, we must reject the suggestion. It comes from Satan, Anti-Christ, not Christ, 2 Cor 11:1-15; 1 Jn 3:24-4:6. 

4:31 SO THEN/Therefore BRETHREN/brothers- This summarises what Paul has been demonstrating. we are not children of the BONDWOMAN/slave woman- The Greek doesn’t say THE slave woman – we Christians are not the son of ANY slave woman, Jewish or other. We do not owe our life to keeping rituals and rules, God’s OT ones, or those set by church authorities. Law-keeping was, when Paul wrote, and still is, the soft option chosen by those who wish to be able to see themselves as righteous, and superior to others, without paying the price of closeness to Christ as set out in 2:20.  

But of the free woman- Those born of Faith are born of the Free woman, and inherit her status. So the Christians in Galatia should not allow themselves to be enslaved by the law. They must claim the God-given freedom of adult sonship, and live as spiritually-minded men and women, in fellowship with God, in Christ. When we’re tempted to live by rituals, rules, etc, or to dictate what our Assembly may do, we need to read again what Paul says in Galatians. And seek the Lord’s help to understand and apply it in line with His will and purposes. Ps 1:2; 19:9-14; 119:48; Jn 16:13-14. 

Footnote **36 Sarah’s words in Gen 21:10 may seem harsh. But in polygamous families jealousy between rival wives and sons could lead to the favoured son and heir being manoeuvred into a dangerous position, and his death. Isaac, though a dutiful son, is pictured as having a rather weak character, and even the petty teasing of such a child could have made his life a misery, and warped his personality. Paul isn’t talking about Jewish Law-keeping Christians, as in Rom 14. It’s FTs who are determined to make Gentile Christians become Jews, 2:12-13; Acts 15:5, who should be cast out. They were under a curse, 1:8-9, until they stopped preaching the heresy.

Footnote **37 Confessions, creeds and church rules are set up because Leaders refuse to believe that God made His will clear enough in His Word. That was the reason the Pharisees gave for the traditions they built up. And, when we copy them we too will, in the process, bury the true message of God’s Word. Doctrinal summaries may be useful to those seeking to understand the Scriptures, but our fallen human nature finds them more easy to depend on because they don’t demand spiritual growth. Those who come to depend on them lose their appetite for, and skill in, seeking God’s will in His Word itself. Slave-like legalistic, infantile, weak Christians, with their personal problems and self-limitations are to be received without argument. But they must not be allowed to force their views on those living as sons. Those living as sons must not despise, disparage or use their strength to offend the weak ones. Rom 14:1-15:5.

5:1-6:18 PRACTICAL

Living as a Christian -  Freedom in the Spirit

 (Paul, in his Epistles, sets an example to all Bible Teachers. He begins by teaching doctrinal truths, and having laid that sound foundation, applies the truths to life to show us how to live in the will of God. E.g. Justification by faith Rom 1:18-5:11, how Christians are to live by faith in Christ without going back to Law-keeping, Rom 5:12-8:39, the life of faith in practical living, Rom 12-15. Here it’s how God’s provision of Spirit-led sonship is to work out in the Christian’s life as freedom in Christ that shows loving concern for others. The Gospel produces this freedom, and they must stand firm in it, as Paul does, and, with him, glory in the cross of Christ.) 

5:1-12  Christ has Made us Free – Don’t Abandon Christ & Freedom

 (Those Christ has made free are to value that freedom, and live it out in God-honouring ways. Circumcision commits men to slavery to the Law, and cuts them off from the only thing that can free them from the slavery of the flesh – the power of the indwelling Spirit of God, Rom 8:2-5. To take up Law-keeping is to rely on human effort, and to exclude Christ from controlling our lives, 5:2. The FTs are heading for judgment, 5:10, so it’s not safe to follow them. )

5:1-2  for freedom/LIBERTY **38 Christ has MADE/set us free- Our Flesh- Natural self is under the power of sin, and the power of the Law as it condemned us for our sin. Christ has opened the doors of our prison and freed us from the chains of our slavery, 4:22-26. He has set us free at great cost, Heb 10:19-22; 1 Pet 1:18-19, by His Spirit, 3:2-3, 14; 4:6, 29; Rom 8:2-4; 2 Cor 3:17. As children of the free woman, 4:31, we should live in the freedom of fellowship with God in Christ, and not insult Him by choosing to go back to the prison and slavery of Law-keeping. 

Stand FAST/firm– As in  Jn 1:26; Rom 14:4; 1 Cor 16:13; Eph 6:13; Phil 1:27; 4:1; 1 Th 3:8; 2 Th 2:15. Cp Jas 4:7; 1 Pet 5:8-9. Not.. ENTANGLED/burdened again- The Jews had been under the yoke of the Law, its burden made heavier by the Pharisees, Mt 23:4. (The Gentiles had been yoked to the requirements of their religions.) yoke of BONDAGE/slavery- A yoke was placed on animals so they could work for a farmer by pulling a plough, cart, etc. In a sense the OT Law was a yoke that God placed on Israel so they could work with Him in fulfilling His purposes. But now God had discarded the yoke of the 

Footnote **38 Freedom is deliverance from this evil world, 1:4; and its destiny, Heb 10:27, from the guilt and power of sin, Rom 6:18; from accusing consciences, Heb 9:9; and from Satan, 2 Tim 2:26; Col 2:14-15. But here Paul deals with deliverance from the Law, and the struggle to achieve righteousness by obedience to it, 2:16; 3:13. Law achieved its goal when it drove men to seek God’s mercy and forgiveness, 3:22-26; Lk 8:13. Now, as proclaimed in the Gospel, all sinners who have received/trusted themselves to, Christ, Jn 1:12, 3:16; have eternal life in the Spirit. And are set free to live in fellowship with God, to His Glory, Rom 8:1-32. This is the freedom we must preserve by living it out in daily life. When we take up keeping the rules of the Law, or of any church tradition – no matter how godly or well-intentioned the rules are - we take our eyes off Christ and His Word, and quench the Spirit. 

   Law, and its heavy burden had been replaced by the lighter yoke of the Lord Jesus, Mt 11:29. **39 When the Gospel offer is taken up by faith, we find we work with God in fulfilling His purposes, under a “yoke” of freedom and sonship, Rom 8:1-16, etc. The FTs ignored God’s verdict and were trying to put the yoke of the Law on them, Acts 15:10, and hoped to use the yoked team for their own purposes, 4:17; 6:12-13. Some church leaders still do that. Those set free from rules and rituals, by being made God’s freeborn sons, must not take up again rules and rituals and trust in them. To do so is slavery, even if they are the ones God imposed on his infant children in OT times. 

BEHOLD/Mark my words! I, Paul, SAY/tell You- This is an emphatic demand to pay close attention. Paul knows the truth of what he is saying as he himself had switched from earnest Law-keeping to liberation in Christ. And he is speaking the words his Lord is giving him to speak as His authorised mouthpiece – Apostle. Cp 1:12; 2:19-20; 4:12; 2 Cor 10:1; Eph 3:1; Col 1:23; 4:18. It’s of vital importance that they choose with Paul to co-operate with God in the path of His will. 

If.. circumcised- This would allow Jews to eat and socialise with them, 2:11-16. Christ SHALL PROFIT YOU NOTHING/will be of no value to you– Not be able to help you. **40 Our faith must rest on Christ alone. For Christ to be free to do His work of grace He must be recognised as sole Saviour and Lord. If I say I will trust in Christ, but rely on the Law, human wisdom, etc in regard to some aspects of life, my flesh/natural, sin-prone self is in control, making the decisions. The Lord says He will not help us live that way – He will not share the credit for our good life-style, Isa 42:8; 48:10-11. As long as their whole trust was in Christ, Jewish Believers could continue in their Jewish life-style, 1 Cor 7:17-24. Their freedom to do so was part of their sonship-freedom. But for Gentile Christians to be circumcised was to act as if, to the righteousness granted them in Christ, they must add the righteousness of their efforts to obey God’s Law. They had been living in the freedom and joy of relying on Christ as being sufficient for all their spiritual needs. If they turned from Christ to rely on what they themselves could do to please God, they would cut themselves off from Christ, and all he wished to do for them, in them, and through them. When you rely on your own works all Christ’s works on your behalf are frustrated, because you have ceased to trust Him to do them. What Christ has done for you is of no value to you. 

Footnote **39 Based on MacDonald’s quote from CHM - The Law demands strength from one who has no strength, and curses him for his weakness. The Gospel gives strength to the one who has no strength, and blesses him as he uses it.  Run John, and live, the law commands, but gives me neither legs nor hands. Far better news the Gospel brings, it bids me fly, and gives me wings. The Law says If you earn your freedom you will be free. Grace says You have been made free at the cost of the death of Christ. In gratitude to Him you should stand fast in that freedom. Grace gives what the Law demands, and enables man to live as he should, in that freedom, by the power of the Holy Spirit, Rom 8:1-5. 

Footnote **40 I take this not to mean that Christ ceases to be their Saviour, but that when we refuse to let Him guide and help us, He can’t guide and help us. Presumably the FTs said, as some today say, “Take up your covenant-law responsibilities and trust Christ in His saving Grace to give you strength to obey His Law. “ Paul says “Christ can’t, and He won’t.” 

5:3-4 FOR I TESTIFY/declare- Marturomai- A solemn statement on a serious matter, as in a court of law. See Paul’s use of the expression in Acts 20:26; 26:22; Eph 4:17; 1 Th 2:10-12. The word became the technical term for the faithful-unto-death witness to Christ - Martyr. gain- Repeating 5:2. every man.. circumcised.. is A DEBTOR TO DO/obligated to obey the whole law- Their commitment must be to Christ alone. All He has done for them, all He is at present working in them, Phil 2:12-13, and all His will for their future, demands all their trust and obedience. The Law couldn’t accept partial obedience – anything less than total obedience brought condemnation and curse, 3:10; Jas 2:10. No one can share their life’s obedience and loyalty between Christ and the Law. If a man is relying on the Law, Christ can do nothing for him, because Christ is excluded from the control of his life,

WHOSOEVER OF/You.. trying to be **41 justified- Dikaioo-  by law- This is true of anyone who is trying to enter into a right relationship with God – initial Justification, 2:16; 3:11. But since 3:23, Paul has been writing specifically to Christians, those already justified in that sense. He has just warned them that to be circumcised will cut them off from Christ, in whom they have been justified. So here he is talking about ongoing justification, their continuing to live righteously - in a right relationship with God – by faith, after having been put into that right relationship by faith. The FTs would have said that in submitting to the Law’s commands they were completing their commitment to Christ, Acts 15:5. Paul warns that if they are circumcised and take up Law-keeping their relationship with Christ will cease to function- Katargeo. (I take it the relationship still exists, but is unable to function as God intended - union continues, but communion is blocked.)

alienated from Christ BECOME OF NO EFFECT- Katargeo. Kata- down Argos- Inactive. To make inactive, set aside, discontinue a relationship, as death does to a marriage, Rom 7:2, and conversion does to our link with the law, Rom 7:6. To take responsibility for living righteously is to take ourselves out of God’s hands and insist on doing it “My Way.” Works and grace are mutually exclusive ways of being and living in a way that’s right with God. Those who commit themselves to pleasing God by obeying His law are no longer relying on Christ, and in contact with Him and His saving grace. Instead of asking the Lord Jesus to guide and help them, they look to the Law and say “I must be careful to do this, not do that,” and so are ignoring Christ. They have withdrawn themselves from Him, His fellowship and help, and will wither spiritually, as a branch does when it

Footnote **41 The Greek expresses an action begun but not yet completed. Those who think of justification solely in terms of the once-and-for-all action of God at conversion, bog themselves down in arguments over whether the statements that follow mean that a person once saved by God’s grace, can, or can’t be lost forever. Justification is the granting of righteousness/a being right with God. And here justification in the sense of being right with God and living in that state is meant, as with Dikaioo- in Mt 11:19; 1 Cor 4:4; (possibly Gal 2:17; 3:11,) 1 Tim 3:16– the verdict on Christ’s life on earth as a Spirit-empowered man; Jas 2:21-25; Rev 22:11. And Dikaioma- Lk 1:6; Rom 2:26; 5:16-18 (with Dikaiosis), 8:4; Rev 19:8. Justification-righteousness is a pledged gift that frees us from being enslaved by the flesh, and sowing to it and being corrupted. But it’s effective only as we choose to sow to the Spirit, 6:7-10. 

   ceases to receive sap from the vine, Jn 15:6. Christ is our life, not our aid in Law-keeping, or whatever else we may choose to do. They must either face Christ in faith and rely on His help, or they lose that help. 

ARE/have fallen- Cp 2 Pet 3:17.  from grace- Charis- Undeserved love and free gift. **42 What God’s love gives freely to us in Christ. Fallen from a position that is already theirs, that of living in sonship-fellowship with God in His Grace. To obey the Law is an act of unbelief that says the Gospel promise is a lie, and the Salvation given to them in Christ isn’t adequate, so they need to go back to work for acceptance with God. Earn their way to fellowship with Him now, and ultimately earn their way to Heaven. They are no longer casting themselves on the mercy of God, so Grace can do nothing for them. They must receive the wages they can earn, for they have put themselves out of reach of God’s gifts. Any one who persists in relying on his efforts at Law-keeping has fallen away from grace, because he no longer depends on God’s grace. 

5:5 FOR/But- Paul summarises, explains and reinforces the arguments of 5:1-4. by faith we- Emphatic. Paul and all who accept the Gospel, and through obedient faith enjoy the blessings it promises. In contrast to you who want to be justified as a result of your efforts to keep the Law, 5:4. eagerly await- Relying on Christ by faith we eagerly look forward to a certain and blessed future, Rom 8:19, 23, 25; 1 Cor 1:7; Phil 3:20.

Through the Spirit- Paul, and Gospel believers, are living on the basis of the New Covenant, and the work of God’s Spirit within them. They have put the Old Covenant and obedience to its written-on-stone commands behind them, as God has decreed, 2 Cor 3:3-18; Heb 8:3-13. We recognise the Spirit as the source of our life, of our desire to please God, and our ability to please Him. Cp 4:29-5:1; Jn 3:5-8; Rom 8:1-15; 2 Cor 3:6; Eph 1:13. Viewed from God’s side, Salvation is a gift of the Spirit, Eph 2:5-8. Viewed from man’s side Salvation is received by faith. But faith, from its initiation, along every step of the way, is Spirit-given. Cp 3:2-5, and it’s by the Spirit we confidently cry out to God as Father, 4:6. 

the righteousness for which we hope- The righteousness, right relationship with God, enjoyed now – amid considerable struggle - and the final freeing from sin and our fleshly nature into unmixed righteousness at the Lord’s coming, Rom 8:23-24, are ours by the work of the Spirit, received and acted on by faith. Cp 3:6-18; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jude 24. With the Spirit’s help we wait eagerly, patiently, 

Footnote **42 Some take this to mean that a saved person may by sinning, fall from grace, and so be lost forever. But it’s talking about a fall into self-righteousness! The visibly GOOD Christians who insist on correct doctrine, keeping God’s Law, and serving Him faithfully to make sure they don’t “fall from grace” are the very people this verse is condemning. Scripture teaches that the salvation offered in the Gospel, and received when faith is placed in Christ, is a permanent salvation, Jn 3:16, 36; 5:24; 6:47; 10:28. Paul is talking of Christians saved by grace, who put themselves under the Law in order to retain their salvation and perfect themselves in holiness. And that puts men out of reach of the help provided by the grace of God.

   confidently trusting that God will complete His work in us, Rom 8:19; 23, 25; 1 Co 1:7; Phil 1:6. And that what He has done for us invisibly, will be completely revealed and enjoyed by us in His own good time, Mt 25:31-40; Lk 18:1-8; Rom 8:32; 1 Th 3:13; 2 Th 1:10. They have already been granted righteousness in Christ – a right standing with God, 2:16, 20-21; 3:13, 24; 5:1; 2 Cor 5:21. They are manifesting that righteousness increasingly in daily living, 5:16, 22-25. In a coming day, in their glorified body, righteousness will be totally theirs in a world of total righteousness, 2 Pet 3:13; Rom 8:18-25. 

5:6 in Christ Jesus.. circumcision.. uncircumcision AVAILETH ANYTHING/has any value- Paul has been campaigning against the circumcision of Gentile Christians, but that isn’t because there is any gain in not being circumcised. For those in Christ, it makes no difference at all. The same is true of choices about holy days and food, Rom 14:5:2-12; 1 Cor 8:8. 

The.. thing that counts is faith WHICH WORKETH/expressing itself BY/through love- Freedom from the Law doesn’t lead to selfish unrestrained living. God’s love for us moves us to respond in love to Him, 1 Jn 4:19. And as a result of the blessing His Love has won for us, we in love for Him live our lives in fellowship with Him in His revealed will, a life of love for others, 6:15; 1 Th 1:3; Jas 2:15-17; 1 Jn 3:1-24; 4:7-5:5. **43 The Faith that saves is trust in, submission to and commitment of oneself to Christ. It works through Love and expresses itself through care and concern for people - a willingness to help them and meet their needs, 6:10. 

   This, is what marks a man as being a Christian, as in OT times circumcision marked the Jews as God’s people. God’s Love, received and enjoyed, moves us to do good to people, but those works are fruits of salvation, not its roots. The works are done by Christ in them and they express the Believer’s new nature, guided and empowered by the Spirit, 5:22-23. Cp Jn 15:2-10; Rom 5:5; 8:1-15; 1 Cor 13;1-3; 2 Cor 4:16-5:8; Eph 2:8-10; Phil 2;12-13; 1 Th 1:3; 1 Tim 1:5.

5:7-10 You DID RUN WELL/were running a good race- For the Christian life as a race to be run, see 2:2; Acts 20:24; 1 Cor 9:24-27; Phil 2:16; 3:14; 2 Tim 4:7; Heb 12:1-2. The Galatians had made a good beginning in response to the Gospel, 1:8-9; 3:2-3; 4:9, 12-15, and for a while had made progress in learning to live by trusting in Christ. 

Footnote **43 This Love isn’t a romantic feeling or mystical state. God’s love in Christ was expressed in a selfless agony on the cross, 2:20; Jn 3:16, etc. In the Life of the Christian the same love is expressed in selfless, helpful service in the great or small concerns of life that fall within our reach, Mt 10:42. What we do for Christ is fellowship with Christ that, instead of being driven by self-sacrificing duty, is the natural expression of love, even as His action was, Heb 12:1-3. 

Who DID HINDER/cut in on you- At Greek athletic meetings there were rules against cutting in on an opponent to hinder his running. The action of the FTs was like an illegal blocking of the straight way forward that the Lord had set before the Galatians as the way they were to honour Him. NOT OBEY/kept you from obeying the truth- Or, What kind of person has turned you away from obeying God’s truth? Paul asks them to check on where they were getting to in relation to the Gospel truth of God. The Galatians had stopped obeying the truth. They needed to realise this, disown the FTs and in loyalty to the Lord get back to the path laid down in His Gospel, and again go forward with God.

That kind of persuasion- The FTs had used persuasive arguments, threats and flattery - like a competent door-to-door salesman - to sell the idea that belief in the Gospel should have added to it circumcision and Law-keeping. It sounded good, but note the warning the Lord gave in Mt 13:24-30, 28; 2 Cor 11:1-15. Contrast Paul’s method in 1 Cor 2:1-5.

Not.. from the one who calls you- God had called them by His Gospel to life in Christ, 1:6, 15. He was still calling them, day be day, Jn 10:27. God hadn’t sent the FTs – they were following the example of the Christ-rejecting Jews of Rom 10:1-4, 21. Those who obeyed them had joined them in saying “No!” to God. We all need to check what we are doing against the course laid down for us in God’s Word, as Paul did, 2 Cor 5:10; 2 Tim 4:6-8.

A little LEAVEN/yeast LEAVENETH/works through the whole- A proverb that sums up the risk that even a small amount of something will alter the whole. Obeying the FTs just a little. Moving a little from the safe path God had laid out for them in the Gospel. Turning from Christ a little, to pay attention to their efforts at law-keeping. Relying on the Law and their law-keeping, to the extent of only 5% - would easily lead to 100% reliance, unless they get rid of the leaven. Legalism - relying on a form of correct doctrine, or of rituals and rules, appeals strongly to human nature in its pride and self-righteousness. So it’s like yeast in that when a little of it is allowed to come into our personal life, or that of a Church/Assembly, it can soon monopolise our attention, and our dependence on Christ is buried under our virtuous routines, Rev 2:2-5.

I-  Emphasised - no matter how others view the situation.  HAVE CONFIDENCE/ am confident IN YOU THROUGH/in the Lord- Cp 1:6-7; 3:1-5; 4:11-20; 5:1-4, 7; Phil 1:6. The FTs were persuasive, 5:8. Their message would appeal strongly to the natural pride of these recent converts to whom Law-keeping would give a chance to show what they could achieve of self-righteousness. The FT’s yeast was already working, and small deviations from the Gospel truth can lead rapidly to total apostasy. As Paul looks at all that, his distress moves towards despair, and might drag him down to thinking it was a matter of whether the FTs, or he, could by arguments and entreaties persuade the Galatians. 

   Then Paul, as we all should, looks to the Lord, and considers the Galatians as they are in Him. According to the Gospel Paul was trying to defend, the Galatians are God’s work, God’s responsibility. God has done a miraculous work in their conversion. Surely He can be relied on to work on them to keep them on the path to glory, check their folly and restore them to Grace. So Paul says I’m confident in the Lord. He knew Him, His Shepherd heart and power. He used Paul’s preaching to bring them to faith, and will use the letter He is moving him to write. Confidence in the Lord stirs us to action – action in fellowship with Him and His purposes. Paul’s example reminds us that it’s our privilege as sons to do all our thinking, planning, saying and doing in fellowship with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. With the assurance that it will then do good to all, and have eternal value to His glory, 1 Cor 15:58. Cp Paul’s confidence in the Lord, in Rom 14:14; Phil 2:24; 2 Th 3:4. In his epistles he uses the expression in the Lord 42x to describe actions, attitudes etc appropriate to Christian life and service.

OTHERWISE MINDED/other view- Other than the view Paul had expressed in 5:5-6, and earlier. BUT HE/The one who- As the plural is used in 1:7; 5:12, this is probably a generic singular, meaning the kind of person who upsets the faith of Believers in Christ and the Gospel. Cp 1:8. TROUBLETH YOU/throwing you into confusion.. JUDGMENT/penalty- The punishment God has promised to those who stumble recent converts and turn them from the Gospel path, Mt 18:6; Mk 9:42. It’s a serious thing to wreck a church, 1 Cor 3:17, by introducing legalistic rules about doctrine or church practices, as it turns men’s attention from Christ, Heb 12:2. When this happens Believers lose their delight in the Lord and His grace, and their love for one another.  

5:11-12 If I YET PREACH/am still preaching circumcision– That circumcision was necessary. **44 why .. SUFFER PERSECUTION/being persecuted- It seems someone had claimed Paul had changed his message and now preached that circumcision was needed. Cp Acts 21:20-25. That he was still being persecuted by Law-worshipping Jews, including Christian Pharisees, proved Paul’s continuing loyalty to Christ and His Gospel. Cp 1 Cor 4:8-13; 2 Cor 11:23-29; 1 Th 2:13-16. Apart from the specific situation with the Jews at that time, any preaching of salvation received, and lived out as a gift by faith, is offensive to many good people. They feel their efforts and success in living a better life than others must earn them credit and reward from God. They are deeply offended when reminded that we are all equally dependent on the Grace of God alone.  **45 

Footnote **44 Paul continued to live a Jewish lifestyle, and was happy for Jewish Believers to do so, 1 Cor 7:17-20; 9:19-23. He had Timothy, a half-Jew, circumcised, Acts 16:3. This could be twisted to suggest Paul now agreed that Gentile Christians should be circumcised, etc. Half-truths are often the most damaging lies. Paul was willing to act in ways that would give least offence to Jews or Gentiles, Acts 21:17-26. But not where a God-given principle was at stake, 2:11. 

Footnote **45 The Lord’s thoughts and ways are so vastly higher than ours, Isa 55:8-9, that the difference between the best and worst of us isn’t as great as we tend to think. The good man who works hard to please God is like a man who climbs to the top of Mt Everest. He is high above others, but still a very long way lower than the moon!

THEN IS/In that case the offence of the cross- The hostility that the preaching of Christ crucified provokes. CEASED/been abolished- The Gospel proclaims Salvation as a gift from God received - by Jew or Gentile, Good or Bad people - by faith. That people came to know God through the Gospel proved that the Jewish Leaders had sinned terribly in having Christ crucified. To proclaim that crucified One as risen, Son of God and Lord of all, replacing Moses and the Law, was, to self-righteous Jews, proud of their imagined position before God, blasphemous and maddening - as it had been to Paul, Acts 26:9-11. Cp Rom 9:32-10:3; 1 Cor 1:23; Heb 8:6-13. 

   That the priests in the Temple, and the Pharisees in the synagogue, would lose their positions of wealth and power if the Gospel was spread, further fuelled their murderous attacks on Gospel preachers, Acts 4:13-17; 5:21-28, 33-42 6:8-7:1; 7:57-8:3. (We will understand their attitude if we face the reality of the deceitfulness of our own hearts, and the records of church history that show the willingness of otherwise Godly men to war against other Godly men, at the suggestion of Satan in his role as Angel of Light, 2 Cor 11: 14-15, “defender of the faith.” )

WHICH TROUBLE YOU/those agitators- Those who disturb your fellowship with Christ and distract you from your obedience to the Gospel. I WOULD/wish.. CUT OFF/emasculate themselves- Literally cut themselves off. Cp Phil 3:2. The FTs were eager to cut the foreskins off Gentile Christians – circumcise them. Probably Paul means he wishes that instead the FTs would cut themselves off from the Galatian Christians and let them continue to live by faith in Christ. **46 The sharpness of Paul’s remark echoes the Lord’s verdict on those who, as the FTs were doing, led astray recent converts, Mt 18:6, Mk 9:42; Lk 17:1-2. 

Footnote **46 It may be bitter irony. They’re so proud of having their foreskin cut off. Paul wished they themselves had been cut off and thrown away, instead! To Greeks and Romans circumcision was associated with castration, and both were banned later by Emperor Hadrian –  This is the reason for the NIV translation of the phrase. But for Paul to mean that makes no sense except as a whimsical association with the idea of their being prevented from producing spiritual offspring, Mt 23:15. 

5:13-6:10  The Right Use of Freedom -  The Spirit & Human Nature

 (Paul has given solemn warnings in 5:2-12 and insisted that Christians must choose between Sonship-freedom in Christ, and Circumcision and Law-keeping. They can’t have both. As circumcision marked God’s OT people, so a life lived in loving fellowship with God and man marks His NT people, 5:6. God, in Christ, has made provision for a better and happier life than was possible under the Law. Christians who let the Spirit of God control their lives will fulfil the Law in the power of their new life in the Spirit, by not relying on Law-keeping. Cp Rom 8:2-5.  To help them live wisely Paul makes clear to them the nature of the powers that are at war in them - the Flesh/Natural self, and the Spirit. Paul insists that our freedom must be taken up and used in ways that show love for others. **47

5:13 You BRETHREN/my brothers– In contrast to the troublers, 5:12. What Paul has to say is relevant to the life of every believer individually, and to the collective life of every Christian congregation. were called UNTO LIBERTY/to be free- God has called us to Himself and set us free – made us His sons, 3:24-29; 4:1-7, 26-28; 5:1,  so that we might, in our measure, live the kind of life which His Son lived on earth. That full and final revelation of God’s will and purpose for mankind replaced the rough outline provided in the Law, Heb 1:1-3.

ONLY/do not use.. LIBERTY/freedom FOR AN OCCASION/to indulge- Aphorme- A military base from which a campaign against an enemy could be launched. Cp the use of Aphorme (Translated as OCCASION/opportunity, etc.) in Rom 7:8, 11; 2 Cor 5:12; 11:12; 1 Tim 5:14.  

Footnote **47 Legalists such as the FTs insist that unless obedience to the Law, or other rules, is enforced, Christians would live selfishly and sinfully. That’s nonsense, Rom 8:1-16. We’re set free in Christ, made adult sons of God, and equipped to live and walk by the Spirit, 5:25; Rom 8:3-4, so that He produces His fruit in our lives, 5:22-23. And we with joy and thankfulness do the will of God from the heart, 5:14; Rom 8:4; Eph 6:6, fulfilling the law of Christ, 6:2, and of liberty, Jas 1:25. The Freedom God has granted us involves our sharing His nature, life and purposes as sons, in the likeness of His Son, 4:4-7; 4:28-5:1; Rom 8:29; 1 Jn 3:1-3. God has freed us into spontaneous living in which we can do everything to the eternal joy and glory of God and ourselves, 1 Cor 10:31; Col 3:23-24; Jude 24. Cp Rom 6:1-14; 1 Cor 6:12-14; 8:9; 9:12, 19, 22; 10:23-24, 31; 11:1; 1 Pet 1:16.  

It isn’t Freedom that leaves us in control, free to choose to do God’s will when it suits us. Satan and all evil was defeated in the cross of Christ, and rendered powerless against us, but only as we are dead to self, 2:20; Rom 8:1-16; Col 2:9-17. The moment we choose not to be united with Christ crucified in what we say and do, we act in self-will, and corrupt-destroy ourselves and others, 6:7-8. Paul makes it clear it’s not a matter of theory by giving a series of sharp commands that insist on us taking action. Cp 1 Th 5:12-22. These are backed by an assurance that we will reap what we sow.) 

the FLESH/fleshly nature- Christians enjoying their freedom need to remember that Satan will be constantly urging them to use their freedom in the idolatrous self-worship of pleasing themselves. **48 Any selfish use of freedom gives him a base in their life from which he can spread his corrupting influence to destroy all that they – and those around them - have gained of good and of God. The freedom God has called us to, must never be used as an excuse for doing whatever we feel like doing. To do that is to ignore the reality that apart from the grace of God to us in Christ Jesus, 1:3-4, we are slaves of sin and Satan. His slaves are free to choose between godless self-indulgence, and godless self-righteousness, but both earn the wages of sin, eternally, Rom 6:23. 

Rather, serve one another in love- In love choose to do what will help one another. Cp Jn 13; 1 Jn 3:11-18; 4:7-21. **49 It’s our love being expressed, but its source and motivation is God’s love, supplied to us, Rom 5:5, and responded to by us. The FTs insisted that Christians were required to keep the Law of Moses. Paul insisted that the Gospel required them to be like Christ and exert themselves to help one another – to yield to the Love of Christ, and let Him, by His Spirit, work through us as we live in obedient faith, 2:20; 5:6. Cp 5:1, 25; Eph 3:16-17; 4:20-5:20.

5:14 FOR ALL/The entire law- God’s Law, not as a legalistic system such as the Pharisees built up, which became Judaism – the Jews religion, 1:13-14. is FULFILLED/summed up in ONE/a single WORD/command- Logos – a word or sentence. Not Entole- a command - like the 10 commandments etc. It’s a statement of fact, not a command that replaces the OT commands.  Cp Mt 7:12; 19:19; Rom 13:8-10; 1 Cor 13:1-8; Col 3:12-15. Love.. neighbour as THYSELF/yourself- Cp Lev 19:18; Lk 10:25-37. Christians are forbidden to keep the Law – use it to regulate their conduct, 3:10, 23-27; 4:8-11, 21-31; 5:1-4. 

Footnote **48 Our desires will blind us, as they blinded Eve, so that we can honestly say “I can’t see what’s wrong with this, or that. ” Law-keeping can’t solve the problem, and when men try to restrain their natural desires by refusing the provision God has made for their real needs, that is destructive, 1 Tim 4:1-5. Only God by His Holy Spirit can open our eyes to the spiritual consequences of any action. So we need to soak our hearts and minds in His Word, and develop the habit of asking Him to enlighten us at every turn of the road/step of the journey, Ps 19:7-14.

Footnote **49 Not just control our selfish inclinations, but by love use our abilities to bring help and blessing to others. Looking for positive ways to express our love for the Lord, and for each other, is far more effective in curbing selfishness and sin than any negative motivation. Instead of Christians being free to sin, our union with Christ frees us from slavery to sin and to law, and frees us to put all our abilities at God’s disposal and live fruitfully for God’s purposes, Rom 6:1-7:6; 8:1-16. Our Lord is the perfect Servant, Phil 2:7; Jn 13:1-17. Cp Isa 42:1-9; 49:1-9; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12. Selfishness and service are contrasted also in Rom 12:1; 13:14; 1 Cor 6:20; Eph 4:28, 31-32; 5:28-29; 6:4; Col 3:5-17, etc. Paul, set free by Christ, took up gladly the role of obedient slave of his Lord. The Christian is to use his freedom to serve in the role of slave to others, for their good, 5:13. (As husband and wife, parent and child ideally use their freedom in sacrificial, joyful service of those they love.)

   But if we live lovingly in obedience to the Spirit we are achieving what God intended the Law to achieve, and so can forget the Law. Christ who gave the Law, lived as man at a much higher spiritual and ethical level than the Law required, and fulfilled the Law, Mt 5:1-7:27. He is in every Christian by His Spirit, and He lives out through them the life that fulfils the Law as they look to Him, and become conformed to His likeness, 2 Cor 3:15-18; Heb 12:1-3.  We then act to all the people we’re in contact with **50 in a way that shows the same care for them that we have for ourselves. Cp 6:1-4; Lk 10:23-37; Jas 2:8-16. This is the opposite of living in a self-centred, competitive, predatory relationship with others as in 5:15. 

5:15 If you keep on biting and devouring each other-  Snapping and snarling at each other, as in a dog fight, risking mutual destruction. Could Christians behave like that? Yes, it happens, especially when they believe they are acting in defence of their Lord’s honour! Any attempt to enforce “correct” beliefs and practices turns attention away from Christ, his Love and the work of His Spirit. This weakens the bonds of love between church members, and stifles loving fellowship with God and man. Legalism leads to quarrelling and bitterness because keeping rules is competitive, promoting a self-righteous critical attitude towards others.

TAKE HEED/watch out.. CONSUMED/destroyed- Spiritually, and shatter your church fellowships. There would have been bitter arguments between those who wanted to follow the FTs and those loyal to the Gospel. The Devil delights in distracting, defiling, dividing, and so destroying fellowships. The Lord places in His local church body, people with different natures and different insights into the vast and varied truths of Scripture. He does this so that as they lovingly speak the truth as they have come to see it, they will build a balanced and useful body, Eph 4:11-16. 

   The Devil stirs up our fleshly pride in our view being the right one, and plays on our fears that an opposing view is a heresy. Paul doesn’t back the “Right” side. Instead he warns all the Believers. Concern that our brothers and sisters join us in what we see to be a fuller and truer line of belief and action – one more glorifying to God – may begin as a spiritual conviction. But easily, and often, the Flesh/human nature takes over, 3:3, and otherwise godly men take up the fleshly weapons of angry quarrelling and slander, 5:20-21, and destroy the very “body of Christ” in their determination to keep it safe! May we claim the Lord’s protection, Ps 19:12-14. Cp 2 Cor 10:3-5; Phil 2:1-14; 1 Tim 5:19; 2 Tim 2:24-26.

Footnote **50 The Jews accepted that to love God and love neighbour summed up the Law, as long as it was kept vague. As the Lord pointed out, Lk 10:25-37, the neighbour is any person we may meet, and he may be one thought to be an enemy to us, Mt 5:43-48. Cp the Lord’s example, Lk 23:34; 1 Pet 2:21-24. The glad fruit of the Spirit in the lives of those saved by grace is loving attitudes, words, and actions which fulfil the Law. 

5:16 THIS/So, I say- What Paul says is in contrast to the FTs demand that they order their life by the commands of the Law. WALK IN/live– Peripateo- To walk around, so live, behave, function. Present tense, the ongoing process of living that follows conversion - the Christian’s life, activities and life-style. Literally, walk, a useful reminder that while big deliberate decisions set goals for us, our lives are lived one step at a time. The way we live, the blessings we enjoy, and the blessing we are to others, is determined by a continuing succession of almost unnoticed choices. The more often we put ourselves at the Lord’s disposal, and look to Him for direction in the small details of living, the safer we are, and the more sure that we will become what He wants us to be. Cp Rom 6:4-14; 8:4-14; 13:13; 14:15; 1 Cor 7:17; 2 Cor 4:2; 5:7-10; Eph 2:2, 10; 4:17; 5:2;, 15; Phil 3:17-18; Col 2:6; 3:7-17; 4:5-6; 1 Th 1:9-10; 4:1, 12; 1 Jn 2:6; 2 Jn 4, 6; 3 Jn 3-4. 

by the Spirit- Live your whole life in the way the Holy Spirit tells you to live. Cp 5:18, 25. This happens as we read God’s Word, and ask God’s help, Ps 19:7-14, and God’s Spirit witnesses with our spirit, in our innermost  being. Cp Rom 8:15-16. To walk in the Spirit is to stay in fellowship with Him as He reveals to us Christ, and His will, Jn 15:26; 16:12-15; 2 Cor 3:15-18. And enables us to carry on His work, Jn 14:6-26. The challenge every Christian faces is to keep the old nature dead and barren, and to do whatever strengthens the life of the new nature and makes it fruitful. 

not FULFIL/gratify- Teleo- To bring to completion. Don’t let the weeds produce seeds! Pull them out as soon as the Spirit shows you that they’re against the will of God. the LUST/desires of the FLESH/sinful nature- Adam chose to be a rebel, and live independent of God. So human nature has a strong desire to do at once whatever it feels it will enjoy, with little concern for any bad outcomes for itself or others. This is the opposite of loving God, ourselves, and our neighbour, and the reason why we must train ourselves to wait before acting. Human desires aren’t always evil, but they are centred on self, and not on God, so they always place us at risk of sinning against God and against man. Very often those who have done what they liked, look back and don’t like what they have done. 

   Christians have given up their right to self-will, self-expression, self-indulgence, self-righteousness when they asked Christ crucified to save them. He has joined them to Himself on the Cross, in the Resurrection, and in the eternal Glory. But until we’re freed from our physical body and the desires of our fallen human nature, we have a battle on our hands, Rom 8:23; 1 Cor 15:47-58; 1 Jn 3:1-3. Evil will gain a foothold in our life, 5:13, unless we walk in fellowship with Christ by His Spirit, count our sinful nature to be dead, and so frustrate the thoughts and desires that refuse to submit to God’s will, 2 Cor 10:4-5. Paul says that if by Law-keeping they controlled self-indulgence they would be living to the glory of self in the form of self-righteousness. 

5:17 FLESH/sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit- Cp Jn 3:6, born of flesh.. born of the Spirit. God has provided in Creation the things which will satisfy our needs, and it pleases and honours Him when we take and use them within His will, 1 Tim 4:1-6. But human nature is like a wilful infant that demands instant satisfaction of its desires, regardless of right or wrong, or consequences. The Spirit of God, in selfless love for us, wants us to choose whatever will be for our eternal good and joy - and for that of other people. He wants God’s will to be done, and God’s purposes for us fulfilled, Rom 8:29. 

Spirit AGAINST/is contrary to the FLESH/sinful nature- As long as we live in these bodies our fallen self demands its right to live a self-centred life. But we invited Christ into our life to save us from our hopeless conflict, Rom 7:9-24, and that opened our life to God's Spirit. He is now in us with the power to prevent us being ruled by our spiritually self-destructive desires, Rom 8:1-16. The Spirit constantly challenges us when we claim the right to please ourselves, and He enables us to live as in 2:20. 

CONTRARY THE ONE TO THE/in conflict with each other- As a young Christian I was distressed by the clash between the two natures within me. Gen 25:22-23 spoke reassurance to me that my entrenched old nature, by God’s help, would be made to serve the younger new nature. In a sense the same two powers are involved in clashes within Christian congregations, through the choices made by individual members of the body. The life and work of the Galatian church communities would be frustrated by clashes between those following the desires of self-righteous Flesh for Law-keeping, and those prompted by the Spirit into loyalty to the Gospel. 

So you CANNOT/do not do THE THINGS/what you WOULD/want- This is true whether our will has taken its stand with the Flesh, or with the Spirit. What we agree with the Spirit to do is frustrated by weakness of the flesh, Mt 26:41. If we give in to the flesh we find the Spirit will not let us be comfortable in ignoring God. Through Adam’s rebellion, Rom 5:12, we are all born with natures that desire to please themselves. **51 So our natures are opposed to the Spirit who moves us to do God’s will, Phil 2:12-13. God uses this frustration, along with all suffering in creation, to help people to break free from the idolatry of self and become God’s sons, Rom 8:18-25, 29. 

Footnote **51 Even when our nature desires to be or do good, it wants the credit for it, a sense of pride, self-fulfilment etc. We asked Christ to save us, and He did so by uniting us with Himself, so that we received His righteousness, 2 Cor 5:21, and with Him we died to self. But when we listen to the desires of our fallen human nature – even when that desire is to be a better person than others, by keeping God’s Law - we frustrate the grace of God, 2:21, grieve the Spirit of God, Eph 4:29-32, and quench His voice and His transforming influence, 1 Th 5:15. To please the flesh is the path of spiritual death. To please the Spirit requires constant death to the natural desires, Rom 8:5-16. 

5:18 But if.. led- Present tense. This is to be the everyday experience of Christians in all aspects of their lives. **52 OF/by the Spirit- Cp 5:16; 6:8-9. Mt 15:14; Lk 6:39; Jn 16:13; Acts 8:31. **53 They had begun in the Spirit, 3:2-5, and so were sons of God, 3:26-4:7, and He intended them to live in freedom, 5:1, 13. They had left Law-keeping behind them, as God had granted them spiritual maturity, 4:1-7, and in their daily life as individuals and as Assemblies they should be led by the Spirit. not under the law- Cp 3:23; 4:4. By walking in the Spirit, led by the Spirit, living under the Grace of God, Christians are assured of victory, Rom 6:8-23. Assured they are God’s children, Rom 8:16; 2 Pet 1:5-11. Note the contrast between us trying to live for God under the Law, 3:11-13, 21-25; 4:3, 24-25; 5:1, and being set free by the Spirit, 4:29; 5:1, 5; 2 Cor 3:7-18. Cp Rom 5:1; Eph 2:18; Heb 4:14-16. **54

Footnote **52 As well as pointing out the way for us the Spirit is the COMFORTER/Counsellor- Parakletos- One called alongside to help, Jn 14:16. He provides us with wisdom, comfort, strength, rebuke, encouragement or whatever else we may need in the will of God. But we’re neither driven, nor carried - we’re led - and the work of the Spirit is effective only as we allow ourselves to be led. Cp Phil 2:1-13. Being led of the Spirit gives us the joy of living in spiritual freedom that keeps us from actions that we would regret, and provides us with fellowship with our Lord in doing good to others. And at the end of the road what we have been led to be and do will be an eternal joy to the Lord Jesus, as our Saviour, and ourselves as His saved ones, Jude 24. 

Footnote **53 The FT’s cure for problems was for everyone to commit themselves to keeping the Law, and the Pharisees had developed regulations to cover every detail of personal and community life. Legalists insist the answer to church problems is to draw up and enforce Creeds, Confessions, forms of church services, etc. That this destroys spirituality and provokes fleshly conflict-divisiveness, without being effective in restraining heresy, pride, sexual immorality, etc is obvious in the history of Catholic and Protestant churches. The “Brethren” broke free from such sectarian restrictions, and rejoiced in welcoming all Believers to share with them in fellowship, worship and witness, guided by the Spirit, under the Headship of Christ over His church. But although they denounced all written legalism they found that unwritten legalism could be slavery, and cause division.

Footnote **54 It’s not that the Spirit enables Christians to obey the Law, and so keep the Old Covenant, or to obey NT commands or Church rules. The Spirit is the essential, empowering feature of the New Covenant-Testament, and for our adult freedom to fellowship with God in His purposes and work. He makes our consciences sensitive to the will of God, and as we feed our new nature on God’s Word, 1 Pet 2:2-3 He makes its truths clear to us, Jn 7:17; 16:13; 1 Jn 2:20. That provides us with a sure standard of what God’s will is. And as we take up our responsibility to live in His Love He enables the believer to do what is good, to everyone, Jn 15:10; Phil 2:12-13. (Some say that while our not being under the Law refers only to the food laws etc, and we must keep the 10 commandments. They have always had a special place in my own thinking, so I was surprised to find that in the NT they aren’t given any special status. They are treated as central to the Old Covenant, which has been replaced by the New Covenant, 2 Cor 3:3, 7. While most of them aren’t quoted as being required of Gentile Christians, Acts 15:28-29, we must teach the 10 commandments as they are part of God’s Word, we must not disobey them, or disobey any other of God’s commands, unless we have a Gospel reason for doing so, E.g. we’re not sinning by not keeping the Sabbath day holy, Col 2:16-17. The Sabbath we keep is that of resting in the finished work of Christ, Heb 4:8-11. And while we read, seek to understand, and obey all that God teaches us in His Word, we are to make a continual effort to do this with our attention directed to the Lord, to fellowshipping with Him, pleasing Him, 1 Cor 9:20-21, open constantly to the leading of God the Holy Spirit.)

5:19-26 The Flesh & the Spirit in the Life of the Christian

 (Paul now gives examples of what the Flesh and the Spirit try to produce in our lives. The first list warns us what misusing our freedom, by allowing our natural desires to dictate our life-style, will produce in our lives. The second lists what we will gain by using freedom as God intended it to be used – as a matter of fellowship with Him under the Spirit’s control. Some of the works of the Flesh are sins of self-indulgence. Others are the respectable sins of proud self-righteousness by which apparently Godly people divide and wreck church fellowships. The glory of the Gospel is that it faces all the depravity that man is capable of, in the confidence that Christ completely transforms the lives that are committed to His care, Rom 5:20-21; Heb 7:25; Jude 24. 

If we had been given a list of Christian virtues such as evangelism, helping the poor, etc, we would be tempted to take them up legalistically with the same spiritually destructive consequences as with Law-keeping. The fruit that the Spirit produces will make the life of any Christian, anywhere, Christ-like. It will be produced as the Spirit opens the Christian’s heart and mind to the Word of God, and transforms him so that his heart of sonship moves him to Christ-like actions, whether his fellowship with the Lord in this is conscious or not. 

The section is summed up by a restatement of the truth that life in the Spirit leaves no room for sinning, as it is based on the crucifixion of self. While this is often hard on our natural self, it will never cause us ultimate shame or disappointment.) 

5:19-21 The WORKS/acts of the FLESH/sinful nature- What people do when they let themselves follow their natural instincts – do what they feel like. **55 are MANIFEST/obvious- Anybody would find it easy to list the works of the flesh, although the self-righteous would emphasise the sins of the self-indulgent, and vice versa. Some cultures, or individuals, may not consider some of these evil, but there would be general agreement that most of them are harmful. 

Sexual sins

ADULTERY- [RT] Throughout Scripture adultery is denounced as sin, but it doesn’t appear here in Mss for some centuries. It may have been included under Porneia. FORNICATION/Sexual immorality- Porneia, from Porne- Prostitute. So, prostitution, sexual relations outside marriage, etc. Anything contrary to God’s purpose stated in Gen 2:23-24. Sexual desire is God-given, and in marriage, God-honouring, and a blessing, 1 Tim 4:1-6. But the first group lists the sins that people will fall into if they recklessly follow their sexual desires as those desires occur. These are sins against themselves as well as others, as they are destructive of long-term sexual fulfilment and family happiness. 

Footnote **55 Even atheist evolutionists admit this. Scientific Philosopher, Koestler, in “Beyond Reductionism,” 1969, wrote that all other species did instinctively what was good for the individual and the species. But that when humans allowed themselves to do just what they felt like doing it was destructive for the individual and the species. He wrote Man is an aberrant species, suffering from a .. specific disorder of behaviour that sets him apart from all other species, as much as language, science, and art set him apart. This acknowledges the FACT of man’s Fallen state. But his explanation is more pleasing to human pride than the Bible truth is – he wrote Man is the victim of a subtle engineering mistake in evolution. 
UNCLEANNESS/Impurity- Akatharsia- Originally it was used of the contents of graves. Here it refers to the defiling effect pornography has on the minds and desires of those who interest themselves in it. It corrupts their relationships and unfits them for the normal joys and responsibilities of marriage and family life. 

LASCIVIOUSNESS/debauchery- Aselgeia- Boastful flaunting of sexual sin. The lack of decency and self-control that results in shameful/shameless sexual indulgence of all kinds, Rom 13:13; 2 Cor 12:21; Eph 4:19. The word describes the behaviour of those who regard their bodies and those of other people as mere tools for sexual pleasure. This devalues for them everything associated with sex, and as a result they are increasingly driven and joyless in their excesses. 

Religious-spiritual sins
idolatry- The worship of idols - substitutes for God. This also has a depraving effect, Rom 1:18-32. Greed-Covetousness is still a popular idolatry, Col 3:5, as is the worship of sex, etc. witchcraft- Pharmakeia- Witchcraft. Seeking “spiritual” experiences through the use of drugs. Many people will not open their lives to God their Creator to become what He intended them to be, Gen 1:26-27, fully developed rationally, emotionally, ethically, spiritually, creatively, etc. Instead they try to contact real or imagined spiritual powers in the hope that they will be able to manipulate them or learn from them how to become self-fulfilled, etc. Those who refuse to believe in God, Christ, and the Bible, sink to the state of believing all kinds of nonsense, 2 Th 2:9-12. 

Social sins – forms of self-assertion/self-expression that hinder human co-operation.

Hatred- Ecthra- Hostile attitudes and actions. People put money, possessions, pleasures etc in God’s place - make idols of them. And having centred their lives on what they can gain, they tend to regard all who hinder their success as enemies. Anger and rivalry in the things of God is particularly shameful. Yet it’s easy for Christian leaders and their followers to regard other leaders as rivals, be jealous of them, and quarrel, etc. God, in Phil 1:17; 2:3, warns us against these sins, and shows them to be absurd in 1 Cor 1:10-17. 

VARIANCE/Discord- Eris. Quarrels, strife. Fighting each other with words. EMULATION/Jealousy- Zelos. Distrust, suspicion. An unfriendly feeling towards another because of his progress or success. Jealous people are quick to imagine they aren’t being treated as well as they should be, and suspicious that others have been favoured. WRATH/Fits of rage- Thumos- Hot outbursts of anger. As a result of their jealous suspicions they are moved to angry outbursts, and demands for a better deal, more appreciation, etc. 

STRIFE/Selfish ambition- Eritheia- To push oneself ahead of others - disregarding their rights and needs. Selfish determination to be treated as important and to get what one wants. SEDITIONS/Dissensions- Dichostasia- Divisions, separations caused by disagreements and rivalries. Working at getting ahead of others, or in an attempt to get what we think best, causes us to clash with others and their ideas, and unless we obey Phil 2:1-13 the result will be division.

HERESIES/Factions- Hairesis- Sects or factions formed by people with self-willed opinions. The beliefs held by the rival leaders may be heresies, or quite orthodox doctrines held in an unbalanced way. In the latter case, if only the rivals would permit each other to proclaim their convictions within the fellowship, that body of people would benefit and grow soundly in the Lord. Party spirit separates Christians from other Christians, and from God Himself.

envy- Displeasure at the success or prosperity of others. Have you always been pleased to hear of the apparent success in the Lord’s work of Christians not associated with us? I have to confess that too often I have needed to be rebuked by the Lord, Lk 9:50. The Greek word seems to be associated with rotting away, and certainly that’s what happens to our happiness, peace, and persistence in good, when we give way to envy. Cp Prov 14:30. Note the effect of envy on Cain, Joseph’s brothers, Korah, Num 16, and King Saul.

MURDERS- [RT] Unlawful killing of others. It’s so obviously a work of the flesh that Paul may not have included it in the original, but there is considerable textual support for it in quite early texts. 

Sins of self-indulgence -  common at feasts in honour of the Pagan gods.

Drunkenness- Scripture condemns drunkenness as a sin. Sins are the misuse of gifts and capacities. Culture and environment increases the temptation. In Bible times only a wealthy minority could afford to be drunk, except at rare occasions such as weddings. In wealthy countries now, drunkenness is possible every day. Often it’s thought of merely as a disease. Some people are born with a hereditary that makes them more susceptible to alcoholism than others, just as some have inherited violent tempers, etc. We must be sympathetic with the hereditary disease aspect of alcoholism, but we dare not encourage anyone to shrug off their personal responsibility for their actions. A converted alcoholic is like a stick rescued from the fire, and should not defy his Saviour by getting close to the fire again, Zech 3:2. The Lord is the Saviour of all who trust and obey Him. **56 

REVELLINGS/Orgies- Parties involving drunkenness, etc. And SUCH/the like- Paul makes it clear that there are other harmful things human nature is capable of desiring and indulging in. Evil exists in many forms in order to attract every possible kind of person.

I TELL YOU BEFORE warn you- In preaching the Gospel Paul made it clear that there were things which Christ came to save men from, 1:4; 1 Th 1:9-10. THEY WHICH DO/ those who live- Prasso- To practise, do repeatedly. SUCH THINGS/like this- Whether or not any other action is of the Flesh needs to be decided by a conscience made sensitive to the will of God by reading His Word, and in prayer. 

Footnote **56 The Lord provided for the social use of alcohol, Jn 2, and approved its medicinal use in 1 Tim 5:23. That was in a day when milk, water (often contaminated) and Alcoholic drinks, were the only options. But through Paul we’re challenged to give up the pleasure of drinking wine, etc if our doing so exposes our weak brothers to temptation, Rom 14:21. And it does. The wide variety of drinks available today makes giving up alcoholic ones little hardship. 

not inherit the kingdom of God– Paul does not say that drunkards etc can’t be saved, but as is made clear in 1 Cor 6:8-20, when such people are truly saved they do not continue in the sinful life-style. We must expect their lives to change, and that they will be ashamed of any lapse back into godless living. God’s Word assures us of the wonderful privileges of those who have come to Christ for salvation. But it also gives sharp warnings that the professed faith of those who continue to sin cheerfully is a useless, empty sham, 2 Tim 2:19; 1 Jn 3:1-3.  God makes it clear that people have to choose between their right to sin, and their right to have Christ as their Saviour, Mt 6:24; 7:13-14; 16:24-27; 23:37-38; Jn 3:16-21; 1 Cor 6:11; Eph 4:20-21. Unless the lives of those who call themselves Christians are changing to be like Christ’s life it’s hard for non-Christians to take the Gospel seriously. 

5:22-23 But the fruit- Singular. **57 Works are produced by human decisions and human energy, so people can pick and choose what works they will do. Fruit is a unity. If we refuse to allow the Spirit to produce in us, say patience and gentleness, that refusal will limit the joy and peace we experience. Fruit is produced as a result of the internal life of the plant or tree, Mt 7:15-23, and on branches through which its sap flows. It is the life of the Lord flowing through the Believer that produces these aspects of Christ-likeness in his life, Jn15:1-10.

of the Spirit- Cp 2 Cor 6:6; Eph 4:2-6; 5:9; Col 3:12-17. Christian character, Christ-likeness, is produced by the Holy Spirit, not by our trying to make ourselves keep God’s Law, live up to the sermon on the mount, or the rules of some church leader. The fruit is the voluntary and grateful response of hearts and lives blessed by receiving God’s gift of Christ and salvation, Lk 6:44-45. Christian behaviour is the natural fruit of our relationship with the Spirit. Cp the fruit of the Christian’s marriage relationship with Christ, Rom 7:4-6. Love, joy, and peace, are what we experience personally. Enjoying these helps us treat others with patience, kindness, etc. **58

Footnote **57 They’re not WORKS of the Spirit – things the Spirit does without our being involved, or makes us do mechanically, as puppets. Using the word FRUIT reminds us that these things are expressions of Christ’s life in us, not our struggling to do good things. (Though we must choose to sow to the Spirit, 6:8.) It’s a natural outgrowth of the new nature, as we live our new life in fellowship with our Lord, 5:6; 6:4, 7-8, 10; Rom 6:21-22; 7:4-6; 2 Cor 9:8; Phil 2:12-13; 1 Th 1:3. It’s also the natural result of our allowing ourselves to be led by the Spirit, and choosing to live in the Spirit 5:25.  Cp Fruit metaphors in Mt 3:7-10; 7:15-20; Mk 12:1-12; Lk 13:6-9; Jn 15:1-6. Rom 1:13; 6:21-22; 7:4-5; 15:28; Eph 5:9-11; Phil 1:11, 22; 4:17; Col 1:6, 10. Note also Israel’s failure to bear fruit, Isa 5:1-7; Jer 2:21; 8:13; 24:8-10; Micah 7:1, and future fruitfulness, Isa 27:2-6; 32:15-16; 37:30-32; Jer 31:27-28; 32:41; Ezek 17:22-24; Hos 14:5-8; Joel 2:18-22; Amos 9:13-15.

Footnote **58 These qualities are found wherever anyone is led of the Spirit. This is different from the Gifts of the Spirit – the special abilities, functions and capacities the Spirit gives to individuals to exercise for the good of the community, 1 Cor 12:4-13:3. There we find that no one can have all the gifts (as each member of our physical body is limited to a few functions) or demand a particular gift from God. And unless any gift is exercised in love it does no good at all, 1 Cor 13:1-13.

Is love- Agape- Selfless love that enjoys spending itself freely for the good of others. Love is what God is, 1 Jn 4:8, 16, and what He pours into our lives by His Spirit, Rom 5:5, to enable us to live in love for others, 5:13; Jn 13:34-35; 15:10, etc. Love is the basic attitude of Christians to other people, and determines the way we treat them. (In contrast to regarding them as rivals - which is natural to self-centred human nature.) In contrast to division, jealousy, quarrelling etc in the church fellowship, Love is the basis on which the life of the church is to function. Cp 1:3; 2:20; 5:6, 13, 14; Jn 3:16; 13:1-15; 15:10-15; 17:26; Rom 14:17; 1 Cor 5:6-8; 12:21-26; 13:1-6; Eph 4:11-16; 5:2; Col 3:12-14; 1 Pet 4:8; 1 Jn 3:14; 4:7-12, 16-21. 

Joy- Contentment and satisfaction with God and His dealings with us. When we think of God’s love for us, Jn 3:16, experience His acceptance, Rom 8:14-17, and know His eternal purposes for our good, Rom 8:29-30; Jas 1:17, this assures us of a worthwhile outcome of any suffering and frustration. When we live in God’s love, our lives are kept in obedient fellowship with the Lord Jesus, Jn 15:10-16. It allows us to share in the Lord’s joy, Heb 12:2-3, and keeps us from things we would remember with sorrow and shame. As we learn to rejoice in the Lord, Ps 37:4; 97:12; Isa 41:16; 61:10; Joel 2:23; Hab 3:18; Phil 3:1, 4:4, we are strengthened in the Lord, Neh 8:10. We will gain a fuller understanding of Christian joy if we check these verses, Jn 4:34; 15:10-11; Acts 5:41; 27:33-36; Rom 5:10-11; 2 Cor 6:10; 12:9-10; 1 Th 1:6; 2 Tim 4:6-8; Heb 12:2; Jas 1:2; 1 Pet 1:7-9; 1 Jn 1:3-4; Jude 1:24. 

Peace- The Peace of heart and mind that arises from a right relationship with God, Rom 5:1; Phil 4:4-10; Col 1:20. The peace we have with God, enables us to be peacemakers, Mt 5:9, living in peace with others, Prov 16:7; Rom 12:17-18; Eph 4:2-4. The Spirit enables us to avoid quarrelling.

LONGSUFFERING/Patience- The ability to remain calm and kindly when provoked, persecuted, insulted or injured, as our Lord did in Lk 23:34; 1 Pet 2:19-24. God is like that, Rom 2:4; 9:22; 1 Tim 1:16;  2 Pet 3:9. Peace between brothers and sisters in Christ is preserved by their longsuffering when faced with opposition, misunderstanding, selfishness, etc. The word is used of Christians patiently enduring wrong without anger or taking vengeance, and of patiently living out their faith in dealing with people generally, 2 Cor 6:6; Eph 4:2; Col 1:11; 3:12; 2 Tim 3:10; 4:2; Heb 6:12; Jas 5:10. 

GENTLENESS/Kindness- Chrestotes– Useful kindness, goodness. The gentleness needed when helping the weak and helpless, Eph 2:7. The word is used in Rom 2:4; Col 3:12; Titus 3:4, and of God’s kindness/goodness in Rom 11:22. The related word Chrestos in used in Mt 11:30 (easy); Lk 6:35; Eph 4:32(gracious); 1 Pet 2:3.

Goodness- Agathosune- The good-heartedness that does what is good, and good for people, wherever possible. Cp the Good Samaritan, Lk 10:30-35. The Spirit develops in us all kinds of spiritual and moral goodness. 

FAITH/Faithfulness- Pistis. The basic meaning is Faith, and the Holy Spirit does enable us to trust in God. But as here it follows Kindness, Goodness, etc it’s the way the Holy Spirit moves us to be trustworthy, faithful, and reliable in our dealings with others, Ps 15:4. And also trustful, looking for and encouraging the best in them, as love does in 1 Cor 13:7. The word is used of God’s faithfulness in 1 Cor 1:9; 10:13; 1 Th 5:24; 2 Th 3:3.

MEEKNESS/Gentleness- Praiotes- The word is used in 6:1; 1 Cor 4:21; 2 Cor 10:1; Eph 4:2; 2 Tim 2:25; Titus 3:2. Cp our Lord’s action in Jn 13:1-17. Praiotes is used of willingness to take instruction from God or His servants in LXX Ps 45:4; 132:1; Jas 1:21, in contrast to pride and self-assertiveness. It’s not being harsh with others, or pushing them around, but being gentle and patient with them.

And self control- Egkrateia- From Kratos- Strength. Self-control is the strength of character and will that keeps us from giving in to our anger, sexual desire, jealousy, impatient speech (Jas 3:4-8), etc. The Christian life flows from the Lord and His Love, but for that love to be effective requires us to live disciplined lives. Not, by Law-keeping efforts at self-righteousness – that would be merely self trying to control self, Rom 8:2-5. But, as we put ourselves into the Lord’s hands to do the will of God, the Spirit controls our Self, as we respond to the Spirit’s work within us, Rom 6:18-19; Phil 2:12-13. The Spirit produces in us the strength to control our words and actions for the good of all.

Against such things there is no law- If our attitudes, words and actions are expressing these qualities we can be sure they are of God’s Spirit, and we need not check against any law to find if they are forbidden. Our Lord’s life displayed all these qualities in their perfect form, and in perfect proportion. As in response to the Spirit we live in fellowship with our Lord, and let Him live out His life in us, no thought, word or action of ours will be contrary to God’s will, Jn 15:10, 26; Rom 8:9-10; 2 Cor 3:17; Eph 3:1-17. The Gospel had raised the Galatian Christians to this, but the FTs had been dragging them down into slavery to the law. To place any reliance on our efforts at Law-keeping is an insult to the Spirit. He is able to fill our lives with fruit for God and to His glory far beyond what the best of men following the Law could ever achieve, Rom 8:2-3.

5:24 THEY/Those who belong to- Literally Those of Christ Jesus- They are also IN Christ, 1:22; 2:4; 3:26, 28; 6:15, led of the Spirit, 5:16, etc. Our attention needs to be concentrated on Christ, and our relationship with Him, 2:20; Heb 12:2. Have crucified the FLESH/sinful nature.. **59 AFFECTIONS/its passions- As in 2:20; 6:15, Aorist tense, an action in the past which made a permanent change that continues indefinitely. At our conversion we received Christ and he united us with

Footnote **59 It’s been said that no one can nail himself to a cross, and it’s true, of course, but while Paul could say I am crucified with Christ, 2:20; Rom 6:1, as something done by, and in, Christ on the Cross, our union with Christ wasn’t without our consent. In a sense we crucified ourselves when in response to the Gospel we disowned self, our right to please our self, our right to earn salvation by self-effort, etc, by putting ourselves into the Lord’s hands to save us. Whether we were conscious of the fact or not, when we said Yes to Christ we were accepting God’s verdict on our human nature. But we need to re-affirm that choice continually in order to grow in our fellowship with God in His purposes, Rom 8:29. 

   Himself in His crucifixion, resurrection, and future glory. And He continues to make this effective as we count ourselves dead to our natural rights and desires, instead of allowing them to rule us. Rom 6:1-14.  Only God’s Spirit can produce in our lives the fruit of the Spirit-Christ-likeness, Rom 8:1-30. He is in us sharpening our conscience so we can see the horror of the evil which could be put right only by our Lord’s death. He quickens our desires for God and good, and enables us to put off the old man, and put on the new, and be moulded in the likeness of Christ. This moves and enables us to count ourselves dead - where we belong on the Cross, Lk 23:41 - and so break free from the sins that corrupt and cripple lives. So, like Paul, let us be what we are, 2:20, and make true in daily living what is true of us in principle. 

5:25-26 IF/Since we live IN/by the Spirit- As we do. As in 5:18 the “if” clause refers to something already existing. Individually as His sons, and collectively as His church, we benefit from the Spirit’s effective opposition to the flesh, 5:16-23. 

WALK IN/keep in step- Stoicheo– To keep in line with, in step with. Cp Stoicheion, 4:3, 9. We are to walk by the Spirit in our moment by moment, step by step decisions, willingly guided by Him. For the idea of walking in step with the Spirit, see Amos 3:2-3; Acts 21:24; Rom 4:12; Phil 3:16. This will let the Spirit produce love, joy and peace etc, not the chaos of mutual destruction 5:15, 22. 

with the Spirit– Since the Spirit has created this life within us, Jn 3:6; Rom 6:10-13; Titus 3:4-8, we should let Him direct us as to the way we live out that life. He shows us the right way to live, as individuals and Assemblies, the life God in grace has granted to us in Christ. Our choosing with the Spirit to crucify (be dead to) the desires of our selfish natural life, is balanced by our positively living out the life implanted and nourished in us by the Spirit, 2:20. 

not DESIROUS OF VAIN GLORY/become conceited- This verse gives us three clear indicators by which we can test whether we’re walking by the Spirit. If we find we’re beginning to feel proud of ourselves we know we’re out of step with the Spirit. All who claim to be followers of Christ make Him and themselves ridiculous when they fail to follow His example of humility, Isa 42:2; Zech 9:9; Mt 11:29; 20:28; Jn 13:5; 2 Cor 10:1; Phil 2:3-8. Provoking ONE ANOTHER- If we’re getting others upset we know the actions or words that upset them weren’t Spirit-led. They were a work of our flesh, as in 5:20. No matter how pious our intentions were we’re provoking them to un-Christian attitudes or behaviours. envying ONE/each another- If our response to other people being successful, praised, etc is a feeling of disappointment or annoyance we know that even in the Lord’s work we are giving away to human rivalry, competitiveness, etc, and are not being led by the Spirit. 

6:1-10 Living in Freedom - in the Spirit - & Showing Love to All

 (Paul has warned against the works of the Flesh. He has spoken of the fruit of the Spirit in the Believer's life, with the need for us to die to self. He now spells out some of the kind of things the Spirit will move us to do, 5:16, 18, 25. We’re not told how these fit the Galatian situation so we’re free to apply them to the situations we face, and reminded that God will reward our actions. Whether we’re inclined to bossy legalism, or tolerant lethargy we can all gain much from this. And also gain from looking at Paul’s example of a vigorous and rewarding Spirit-led life as recorded in Phil 3:17-21.)

6:1 BRETHREN/Brothers- Those born into God's family are responsible for each other’s welfare. if A MAN BE OVERTAKEN/someone is caught- Caught off guard by temptation, **60  not someone catching him sinning. The Man has been trapped, fallen into sin, not made a habit of it. in a FAULT/sin- Paraptoma- A fall beside. A false step, a deviation from truth and righteousness. It’s used in Rom 5 for Adam's sin. That reminds us that sin disrupts fellowship with God, and brings misery. We’re to forgive the Paraptoma- trespasses of our brothers, Mt 6:14-15; 18:35; Mk 11:25-26, but as they have a destructive effect on the whole fellowship we all have some responsibility to see wrongs righted. 

you who are spiritual- **61 The help needed is spiritual. Those in step with the Spirit, 5:25, are the ones God can use, as the fruit of the Spirit, 5:22-23, will shape their words and actions. Cp Acts 6:3; 2 Tim 2:24-26. All believers have the Holy Spirit, 3:2-5, 14; 4:5-7, 29; 5:5, 16-18, 22-23, 25; 6:8, so it’s the responsibility of every Christian to be spiritual, and to be ready to serve the Lord in this way, or in any other way. 

Footnote **60 As long as we’re in these bodies we will respond instinctively at times, and so fail to put to death the response of our natural self. That is sin. We’re to repent, confess, be forgiven, cleansed and restored to walking in the light with our Lord and our brothers, 1 Jn 1:5-9. Our fellow-believers are to help us to do this. For the local church to deal with offences and sins promptly and effectively is essential for their relationship with the Head of the church, and for their witness to the world around. The Lord gives us some directions in Mt 18:15-20. It’s a disgrace to take matters to the secular courts, 1 Cor 6:1-7. And it’s even worse to gossip about it to our friends and neighbours.  That the word also means to detect is relevant, as it’s only when we detect the sin that we can do anything about it. We dare not act on rumour, 1 Tim 5:19, and if someone such as those in 2 Th 3:11; 1 Tim 5:13, tells us of a real or imagined offence, we should promptly take them with us to ask the one accused to reply to the charge. 

Footnote **61 This isn’t a fixed state. It requires constant obedience and self-judgment. A spiritual man wouldn’t boast of his spirituality, 6:3, it would be seen in his concern for the Lord's honour, and for the restoration of the backslider. When we see a fellow-believer falling into sin, or discouraged under problems, we’re to bear our brother's burdens. And to ask, not “Am I spiritual?” but, “Is there anything in my life that needs to be put right, Mt 7:2-5, so I may be fit for the Lord to use if He so chooses?” He will cleanse us from anger, self-righteous superiority, or helpless despair, as we look to Him in prayer, and ask for the brother’s restoration, and go to the brother in humble confidence in the Lord's ability to restore him. The person has done wrong by yielding to the desires of his fallen human nature. The natural response of our fallen natures is pride, harsh condemnation, or even “If he can get away with it, I might as well do it myself.” Any such response compounds the disaster to the Lord’s work, and the disgrace to His name. 

should restore- Katartizo- Kata- down, Artos- A joint. Artios- to fit. So to make fit for use, as in 1 Cor 1:10, perfectly JOINED/united. It’s in the continuous tense, suggesting patient effort to restore the dislocated member. While used of repairing nets, Mt 4:21; Mk 1:19, setting bones, or getting factions to work together, it’s also used of God’s people being made fit for His fellowship and service- PERFECT/fully trained, Lk 6:40; 2 Cor 13:11; 1 Th 3:10; Heb 13:21.  It’s not just a matter of undoing damage. He needs to be restored to a right relationship with his Lord, with his fellow-members of the body of Christ, and to his proper functioning in that body. We need him, 1 Cor 12:14-26. Indifferent toleration and proud rebuke are equally out of place among those who live under grace. Under Law, condemnation and judgment punishment must fall on the transgressor. Under the Gospel, Grace, is available from the Lord, and his brothers are to seek his restoration to fellowship and fruitfulness in the Lord. 

SUCH/him IN THE SPIRIT OF MEEKNESS/gently- Praiotes- Gentleness, humility, meekness. Paul doesn’t say “You must make yourself obey Rule No 12 which says..” This gentleness is part of the fruit of the Spirit, 5:23, not of obeying a rule. **62 The Gospel, and the Spirit, assure us that God is our Father, and we’re in His care, and that the same is true of the brother who has fallen into sin. This gives us confidence that with the infinite resources of God on our side, we can do His will, and assure the sinner that the same is true of them. The Lord brings sinners to repentance, receives and restores sinners. And as His people we must be eager to do the same, 2 Cor 2:5-11.

CONSIDERING/But watch yourself- Remember your own potential for sin. In ourselves we’re no better or safer than the one we help. In offering help we may expose ourselves to the desire to do the same kind of thing - some sins are infectious Jude 23. We also expose ourselves to self-righteous pride in our being superior to it.

LEST/or you.. tempted- Peirazo- To be tested, or tempted. You may fail the test of helping him to pass the test he faces. No matter how urgent an operation might be it would be ridiculous for a surgeon not to take time to “scrub up” first, and also to clarify in his mind what the situation was, and what needed to be done. Spiritual matters are also delicate and important, so a careless attitude may be as harmful as a proud self-righteous one, 1 Cor 10:12-13. Those who wish to help others need to pray as in Mt 6:14; 26:41; Mk 14:38; Lk 22:40; Rom 15:1-3. 

6:2 BEAR/carry- Not just tolerate, or put up with each other, everyone should be willing to take a share of the load that another is finding hard to carry. ONE ANOTHER’S/each other’s- This is emphasised in the Greek, as a reminder that the load falls heavy on ALL of us at times, and each has a responsibility to help all of the others. Not stand off and criticise, or avoid problems for us.

Footnote **62 Paul is demonstrating this spirit as he writes this letter. There are sharp rebukes, but in general he writes as a brother, and speaks of the blessings and privileges God has granted to them, which he wants them to enjoy. The spiritual state and attitude of the would-be restorer is very important. Smug, critical, and harsh attitudes make it harder for God to restore His erring child to fellowship with Himself.

burdens– Baros- An oppressive burden, as in Mt 20:12; Acts 15:28; 1 Th 2:6; Rev 2:24. In view of 6:1 the obvious burden is that of battling with their fallen human natures, failing to live in the Spirit, and falling into wrongdoing. And the burden the offending brother causes to others by relapsing into drunkenness, angry outbursts, etc. Instead of resenting this we’re to cultivate supportive friendship with him so that we help him carry the burden that he has inherited or acquired in his unsaved days. Under the Gospel, the response to seeing a brother sin, is Spirit-guided, loving concern and willingness to give help, 5:10, 13-14; 2 Cor 8:13-14. We’re freed from the burden of Law-obedience, Mt 23:1-4, which required us to avoid contact with Law-breakers - and given the responsibility to help one another. 

It has also a general application to every situation where we see our fellow-Christian finding it hard to cope with the loads they are having to carry. It’s easy to offer help when we see someone staggering under a physical load, but love will open our eyes to other burdens people may at times find too heavy – spiritual responsibilities in the Lord’s work, family care, financial, physical or mental health burdens, etc, place them in need of our help.

SO/in this way- By helping one another, on the basis of shared life and fellowship in the family of God. you will fulfil the law of Christ- The “Law” of love by which Christ lived and died, provided us with redemption, and reconciled us to God, 2 Cor 5:16-21. **63 And in that passage we’re told we’re not entitled to respond to each other after the flesh. Cp Mt 18:22-23; Lk 17:3-5. Instead, on the basis of what our Lord has done, we are to urge people to be reconciled, restored to fellowship with God. 

6:3 If ANY MAN/anyone thinks- This is true in a general sense, but as it follows 6:2 it reminds us that when we see a fellow-Christian do something wrong we must not feel superior, and in self-righteousness condemn them. when he is nothing- Pride makes it easy for our heart to deceive us about ourselves, and our 

Footnote **63 Christ gave few commands, except to love one another, Jn 13:34; 15:10-17. And these commands are not to be treated as the Rabbis treated the OT Law - added to, and used to cut off those who kept His law from those who failed to. Christ was the perfect embodiment of God’s will for the life of mankind, Mt 3:17-4:1; Jn 8:28; 15:10; Acts 10:38; Heb 2:8-14. What he taught He Himself lived in the sight of all men, and treated all in Love that aimed at bringing them into fellowship with God, Lk 7:36-50; 22:61; 23:43; Jn 5:14; 8:11; 21:15-17. Christ’s Law is Himself written by the Spirit in men’s hearts, 2 Cor 3:2-18. It is Christ in the Christians, Col 1:26, being formed in the Christians, 4:19, and lived out in their daily lives under the Spirit’s direction. Unlike the Law of Moses which threatens and condemns, it moves us to helpful actions, empowered and enabled by the Spirit.

   actions. **64 We must keep facing the scrutiny of Scripture in the Lord’s presence in order to be safe, Jer 17:9-10; Ps 19:9-14. Then, as we remember our own weakness, we can deal with other people sympathetically, and yet confident in, and loyal to, the Master we’re trying to obey, 2 Cor 8:7-10; Phil 4:13.

he deceives himself- All we are and have is given to us by God in His grace, 1 Cor 4:5-7, and the temptations we face, all people must face, 1 Cor 10:11-13. So feelings of self-importance, and security in our personal righteousness, is folly. Self-deception is a normal feature of our sinful human natures, Jer 17:9. 

6:4-5 BUT- In contrast to self-deception. LET EVERY MAN/Each one should PROVE/test- Dokimazo- To test, examine, prove- with the hope of approving if possible. Used of testing metals as in LXX Prov 17:3. his own WORK/actions- Test your own work and accept responsibility for the duties that are yours. Cp Rom 14:22; 1 Cor 3:10-15; 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5; 1 Th 5:21, etc. We need to check the way our work contributes to the life of the Assembly, and to assess realistically how we can be of most service to the Lord and His people. We must learn to keep testing ourselves and our actions, using the Light the Lord provides as we pray, and read His word, 6:5, 8; 2 Chr 7:14; Ps 19: 8-14; 139:23-24; Hag 1:5-8; Mal 2:15-16; Jn 3:19-21; 1 Cor 3:9-15; 4:3-5; 2 Cor 5:9-10; 10:18; 1 Tim 4:16; Heb 3:12. And act on what He shows us, Jas 1:22-25. We can check our attitudes and actions against the lists in 5:19-23, and claim 1 Jn 1:6-9, or thank God for the triumph of His grace according to what the test shows.

HAVE REJOICING/take pride in- Kauchema- To be sinfully proud and boastful as in 1 Cor 5:6, or to rejoice in, be happy about, etc, in a good sense as in Rom 4:2; 1 Cor 9:15-16; 2 Cor 1:14; 5:12; 9:3; Phil 2:16; Heb 3:6. HIMSELF ALONE/his own actions- The Lord alone knows what each should be and do, and rewards accordingly. When we have done what we believe to be His will, we’re to rejoice in that work, with due humility, Lk 17:7-10. Cp Paul’s example in 1 Cor 15:8-10. The only safe and helpful glorying is in the Lord, Jer 9:23-24; 2 Cor 10:17. Yet it’s true that a life led by the Spirit is a source of joy and contentment both to the Lord, and to us as His servants. He gives us the assurance that we’ve pleased Him so we don’t have to depend on the approval of others, or of seeing ourselves as better than they are. If we’re constantly checking our attitudes and actions with Him, we will live and build as we should, in fellowship with the Lord, having a clear conscience now, and joy at His Coming, Lk 12:42-46; Rom 14:12-21; 1 Cor 3:10-15; 2 Cor 5:9-10; 1 Jn 4:16-17.  

Footnote **64 Paul is attacking pride and self-importance such as the FTs claimed for Law-keepers. The natural-sinful desire to be higher than others is destructive to fellowship. Natural superiorities have been abolished in Christ, 3:28. The Law of Christ insists the only path to true superiority is that of humble service to others, Mt 18:1-4; 23:2-12; Mk 9:33-37; 10:42-45; Lk 22:24-27; Jn 13:12-17. Cp Mt 26:33, 35; Lk 22:24-33. Self-centred pride or morbid self-contempt are an insult to the One who has given us gifts. Paul faced both the positive and negative realities about himself, 1:1, 14; Rom 7:18-25; 12:3; 1 Cor 3:10; 15:8-10; 2 Cor 11:22-33; Phil 3:4-7; 4:12-13.

NOT ANOTHER/without comparing himself to someone else- KJV is a literal translation. The words could mean not claiming credit for what has been done by others. Cp Rom 15:20. But could mean, as NIV, not using the work of others as the standard we use in judging our work. It’s wrong and foolish for us to judge our work by what our biased eyes see when comparing it with the work of others, 2 Cor 10:12-17. We can’t know the giftedness, responsibilities, or motives of others, and it’s too easy to build false and destructive pride, or despair. They, and we, are responsible to the Lord for the use we make of what He has given, Rom 14:10-13. We must not judge the Lord’s servants by their apparent success as seen by human eyes. What they are will be seen when tried by the fire of His presence at His coming, 1 Cor 3:10-15.  

EVERY MAN/each one.. his own BURDEN/load- Phortion - From Phero- To carry. Something that is our responsibility to carry, whether it’s light or heavy. A soldier marching to war was responsible for carrying his Phortion- kit and weapons. So J B Phillips translates this as For every man must shoulder his own pack. Works can save no one, but each Believer must answer for his stewardship of the gifts entrusted to him, including the use he makes of the Grace God has shown to him in Christ, 2:21; Eph 4:1-7; Col 1:10-14; 1 Th 2:11-12. Each of us is responsible to be right with God and to keep on doing the work He has entrusted to us. **65 Mt 25:15-30; Mk 13:34-37; 1 Cor 3:11-15; 15:58, and that’s what we’re commanded to keep testing. The man in 6:1 had failed in this – perhaps lost his temper and quarrelled with a Brother over the best way to honour God, or perhaps got drunk, or in some other way disgraced his Master.

6:6 HIM THAT IS TAUGHT/Anyone who receives instruction- Katecho- As in our word Catechism in the word- Rhema- Word or words that convey a Logos- message. Katecho Rhema suggests formal instruction, memorised, so that those taught could pray and meditate on the words, asking God to give them understanding. Such memorising is always useful, but essential with illiterate people, or languages in which the Scripture isn’t yet available.

Footnote **65 Contrary to the slander of the wicked lazy servant, Mt 25:24-25; Lk 19:21, the Lord isn’t unreasonable in the responsibilities He gives us. He is a loving Father setting his children  tasks easy enough for us to enjoy success and satisfaction in helping Him in His work, Ps 103:13-14. The work is to be done in fellowship with Him, Mt 11:29-30, and we’re to turn to Him constantly for His guidance and approval, 6:4; 2 Cor 5:6-11. Cp Jer 17:10; 32:19; Ezek 18:20; Mt 16:27; Rom 2:6; 2 Cor 10:10-18; Rev 2:23; 20:13. 

Christ said His Phortion was light for those who take His yoke, Mt 11:30 in contrast to the heavy burden- Baros of Law-keeping the Pharisees laid on people, Mt 23:4; Lk 11:46. There is no contradiction between 6:2 and 6:5, but they’re linked in that our load of responsibility- Phortion includes our responsibility to help others to carry their burden– Baros when it is too heavy for them.

COMMUNICATE/must share- Koinoneo- To share with others. all good things HIM THAT TEACHETH/with his instructor- Christians should share with those in need, Rom 12:13; 2 Cor 8:7-14; 9:13; Heb 13:16. But there is a special obligation to support those who care for our spiritual welfare, Rom 15:27; 1 Cor 9:4-14. (Cp Israel’s failure in Neh 13:10.) **66 This links with 6:2-5 in that a man’s responsibility-burden might require him to serve the Lord in evangelising and Bible teaching. This would mean he had less time to earn money to provide for himself and family. It could be an unreasonably heavy burden on him, so those who benefit from his preaching should help to provide for his needs. Cp Lk 10:7 and 1 Tim 5:17-18, where “honour,” as with “honour father and Mother,” includes the thought of meeting material needs. 

6:7-8 Be not deceived- It’s natural for all of us to deceive ourselves into believing that what we would like to be true, is the truth, Prov 14:12: Jer 17:9. God’s answer to that problem is given in Ps 37:3-7; Heb 4:12-16. God IS NOT/cannot be mocked- Mukterizo- From Mukter- Nose. Cp in English the expressions to turn your nose up at in disdain, or thumb your nose at in insolent defiance. While this has a Gospel application, it’s spoken to Believers, that what we do with our time, money, house, car, etc will reap a harvest of decay, or glory. In relation to 6:2-6, it says that if we live selfishly ignoring the needs of other believers, the Lord’s servants, and of the spread of the Gospel, it will be folly and disaster. No one can cheat, outwit, or treat God and His word with contempt, without hurting themselves. Older Christians may well have seen examples of this happening.

WHATSOEVER- The principle applies both negatively and positively. A MAN- Anthropos- A human being, male or female.  reaps **67 what he sows- Cp Job 4:8; Hos 8:7; Mt 13:3-32; Mk 4:26:29; 1 Cor 3:5-9; 2 Cor 9:6. The Flesh and the Spirit are in conflict in the life of Christians, 3:3; 4:29; 5:16-24. Whatever we plant in our field or garden – do with our life, time, possessions, etc – we will reap. If not now, reap when we face God in the harvest time of judgment, Mt 3:11-12; 13:24-30; 2 Cor 9:6; Rev 14:14-19.

Footnote **66 There is no thought of the Lord’s servants charging to impart spiritual secrets, Acts 8:18-22, and in the NT there are no salaried positions. But fellowship between a teacher and those he teaches is to be a sharing of the good things each has. Jews were used to giving goods to their rabbis, and it seems the Jewish Apostles were treated in the same way, 1 Cor 9:4-5. Among the Gentiles, canvassing for support by Teacher-Philosophers was seen as selfishness. This may be why Paul was determined to avoid the impression that he was preaching and teaching to earn money. 

Footnote **67 God has established this universe to operate on the basis of cause and effect, sowing and reaping. Science has progressed by acting on this fact - it got going among people who believed in ONE God, and that His creation operates on a righteous Cause-effect basis. In every aspect of life it’s important that we accept that what we choose to do at present will produce our future. While we may enjoy doing something we must bear in mind whether the outcomes will be enjoyable or not. The pleasures of dishonest business dealings, exploiting others, sexual promiscuity, indulging in drugs, or gathering a large following of church members by plausible preaching, are short-term only, and ultimately destructive. Cp the choice made by Moses, Heb 11:25.

sows to THE FLESH/sinful nature- Our natural self, inherited from Adam, 5:19-21, 24, etc. It prompts us to sow our efforts, time, money, etc in selfish, self-pleasing ways, whether self-indulgence or self-righteousness. Popular Modern Christianity insists that preaching and church worship should give people chances for self-expression, self-fulfilment, and leave them with a positive self-image. These are said to be human “needs” which must be catered for. Those who flock to churches where that is provided must ask themselves whether choosing to attend where they enjoy themselves is sowing to the flesh, or to the Spirit.

OF/from THE FLESH/nature reap CORRUPTION/destruction- Cp 2 Pet 1:4. All we spend on our physical welfare and enjoyment will be gone forever when we die and our body decays in the grave. We owe it to God to care for this body, meet its needs and those of our mental, emotional and social natures. Life and its potentials are a gift from God to be enjoyed, as a stewardship, in line with His purposes. An ascetic life is an insult to our Creator, 1 Tim 4:1-5. But while enjoyment of food and marriage is God-honouring, this verse warns us that to make an idol of eating in gluttony, gourmet eating, health food fads, etc, or of sexual enjoyment outside of marriage, or other forms of self-indulgence, will reap a harvest of corruption. But equally to build up a proud self-centred righteousness by our efforts at Law-keeping, etc, is also sowing to the flesh, and will corrupt our spiritual life. All it accomplishes are dead works that end in death, Rom 6:20-23; 1 Cor 3:11-15; Phil 3:18-21; Heb 9:13-15. **68

HE/The one who sows to please the Spirit- Flesh and Spirit are contrasted sources of life Jn 3:6, desires, and spheres of action. God gives the Spirit, but the once-and-for-all act of God that grants justification, sanctification and glorification requires us to work out what God has granted to us, and continues to work in us, Phil 2:12-13. We’re not to sow to our flesh by channelling our energies into satisfying our appetites – physical, mental or cultural. The Christian is to choose, continually, to do what pleases God by doing what the Holy Spirit through Scripture, or directly, moves us to do. To sow to the Spirit is to let God have His way in our life as He directs and enables us, Rom 12:1-21. This will result in enjoyable fruit now, 5:22-23, Heb 12:11; Jas 3:17-18, as a foretaste of, and contributing to, the life we will enjoy forever with our Lord, Mt 6:1-6, 16-33; 25:20-23; Jas 1:5-8; Jude 24.

Footnote **68 What a man gains from pleasing himself in doing a work for God, is corrupted/contaminated by selfish desires and aims, Mt 6:16-18. It destroys the self-authorised servant of God, Mt 7:22-23, and leaves the self-directed servant with nothing to show for his life’s work, 1 Cor 3:11-15. But what is done in dependent obedience to the Spirit comes from God, is part of His eternal purpose and work, and is worn eternally to His Glory, Rev 19:7-8. While the full, grand reaping awaits our presence with the Lord at His Coming, those who have put themselves at their Lord’s disposal are likely to rejoice as they look back at what they have reaped even in this life. 

OF/From the Spirit.. reap EVERLASTING/eternal life– Cp Mt 19:29; Lk 16:9; Jn 3:15-16; 436; Acts 13:46; Rom 6:22-23; 1 Tim 6:12, 19; 2 Pet 1:11, etc. There is a sense in which eternal life is the present possession of every believer, Jn 3:36; 4:14, 5:24; 10:28; 12:25; 17:3. Those who sow to the Spirit, live and walk in fellowship with God by the Spirit's enabling, enjoy eternal life here and now, in a way disobedient Christians don’t. And they will reap the harvest of Joy that life brings to the Lord, in fellowship with Him, forever, Mt 25:21. Cp Rom 6:22; 8:11-23; 1 Cor 3:22; 1 Pet 1:3-9; 1 Jn 3:1-3.  

6:9-10 not BE/become weary- Ekkakeo- To be weary, faint, lack courage, lose heart. En- In. Kakos- Unworthy, evil. Hard work and weariness are normal, but this kind of weariness is a shameful loss of interest in fellowship with Christ, and His work. A lack of responding in faith to the challenges of life. Cp Lk 18:1; 2 Th 3:13. In my experience, determination to be successful in the Lord’s work by working harder than others, brought me to the brink of mental breakdown. I had to learn the truth of Isa 40:30-31; Jn 15:5, and Heb 4:9-16; Heb 12:1-13.

WELL doing good- Kalos- Beautiful and good, as in Mk 14:6. Doing helpful things in such a way that those in need enjoy and benefit from them. This sums up the fruit and activities listed in 5:22-6:8. Cp 1 Cor 15:58. 2 Cor 5:10. But beyond that, the privilege of doing what is good in God’s sight belongs to every activity of life, 1 Cor 10:33; Col 3:22-25.

IN DUE SEASON/at the proper time- Idios- Its own. Kairos- A set or proper time, season. Crops like lettuce are ready in a few weeks, wheat takes months to be ripe, and we have to wait years before some fruit trees have a crop. Each has its own proper time between sowing and harvesting. It’s like that in spiritual things. The fruit of the Spirit is the first-fruit of the eternal harvest, but the present time is the season for us to work and witness, sow and water, 1 Cor 3:6-9. Our work may include God using us to reap a harvest for Him, Mt 9:36-38; Jn 4:34-38, but here the harvest day is when the Lord comes. Then we will see the full harvest He has gathered through the work we have done in fellowship with Him.

we will reap- By faith we are sure of this, Mt 16:24-27; Rom 2:5-10; 1 Cor 3:8; 4:5; 15:58; Heb 11:6; 1 Pet 1:13-22; Rev 22:12.  If we believe what God has said we won’t give in to unbelief and discouragement when we don’t see pleasing results promptly. if we FAINT NOT/do not give up- Ekluo- To loosen a bow string, so to relax, go slack, faint, etc, and so not be ready for God to use. See Ekluo in Mt 15:32; Mk 8:3; Heb 12:3, 5. The flesh gets little joy from the present spiritual rewards so we’re tempted to relax and give up the struggle against self and sin. Nothing but God’s work in us can produce fruit of eternal value. But the quantity of the fruit depends on our willingness to continue to work out what our Lord is working in us, 2 Cor 9:6-11; Phil 2:12-13. Such patient endurance is a fruit of the Spirit, 5:22, but it involves our recognising the eternal value of what we’re doing, keeping our eyes fixed on our Saviour, example, and High priest, 1 Cor 15:58; Heb 4:10-14; 12:1-5, etc, and resting ourselves in His finished work. 

Therefore- Paul often ends a discussion with therefore, and highlights its main point, Rom 5:18; 7:3-4, 25; 8:12; 9:16, 18; 14:12, 19; Eph 2:19; 1 Th 5:6; 2 Th 2:15. Here it sums up what we must do about the truths covered in 6:1-9, and in the wider context of 5:13-6:9. As it’s certain we will reap, we should sow for the Harvest time, patiently. as we have opportunity- Or as often as the chance comes. Cp the Manna having to be gathered before it melted, Ex 16:21. do good- The opportunity for us to sow to the Spirit by doing the  good things the Lord placed us here for, ceases at His Coming, Mk 13:34. Cp Jn 9:4; 12:35-36; Eph 2:10; 1 Jn 1:7. The needs around us today will not exist in heaven. Let’s make the most of the opportunities, not being discouraged by the fact that there may seem to be little appreciation, or response, Ecc 9:10; Ps 126:5-6.

all people- All is emphasised. God wishes that all should be saved, Jn 1:7; Acts 17:30; 1 Tim 2:4, and provided salvation for everyone, Jn 3:16. He has saved us to witness to everyone, Acts 1:8, and to do good to everyone. He makes it possible by His Spirit in us. John Wesley summed this up as Do all the good you can in all the ways you can, to all the people you can, for just as long as you can. 

Especially.. HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH/the family of believers- Born into God’s family when they put their faith in Christ and received Him as Saviour and Lord, Jn 1:12-13; 1 Cor 3:9; Eph 2:19; 3:14-15; 1 Tim 3:15. We have been saved for God’s purposes, Eph 2:8-10; Mk 13:33-37, and God’s love reaches out to everybody, Lk 9:54-55; 10:25-37; 17:11-19; Jn 3:16; 4:23; 1 Tim 4:10. We have a duty towards neighbours, a higher duty towards fellow Christians, Jn 13:34-35, and our highest duty is to our own family, 1 Tim 5:8. Every Christian needs to keep examining his life, and seeking the grace to keep in step with the Spirit so as to do as much good as possible for God, and for people. 

6:11-18  Final Warning & Appeal

 (Paul throws down the final blunt challenge – what motivates the FTs message? Not that they believe it’s essential to keep God’s Law, but because unless they water down the Gospel, those who crucified Christ will persecute them. But a Gospel that won’t offend the Jewish rulers who crucified Christ is useless - the Gospel is Christ crucified for our Salvation. To turn from Christ, and our glorious position as sons of God, to slavish dependence on the Law, is to trivialise the greatest event in the universe - the Son of God on the cross. And to frustrate His purpose for us. That was why Paul rejoiced in Christ, the Cross, and the blessings Christ has won for us, 2:20; 5:13; Rom 8:16-17; 1 Cor 1:18-31; 1 Jn 4:19. And he refused to cease preaching Christ crucified in spite of the persecution that it brought on him, 5:11. Paul urges the Galatians to turn from the FTs, face Christ crucified, Heb 12:2-3, and rejoice with him in living in the Gospel.)  

6:11-12 See HOW/what large letters I HAVE WRITTEN/use.. my own hand- It was common for a professional writer, such as Quartus, Rom 16:22, to write the body of the letter so that it was easy to read. The sender wrote the conclusion to show personal interest, and its genuineness. Cp 1 Cor 16:21; Col 4:18; 2 Th 3:17. The letters were written large, perhaps to make them emphatic, or because he had eye-sight problems, 4:15. Or tent making, Acts 18:3, or being beaten up, 2 Cor 11:24-25 may have made his hands clumsy. Whatever the reason, it confirmed that Paul had written the letter.

AS MANY AS DESIRE/Those who want to make a FAIR SHOW IN THE FLESH/good impression outwardly- Euprosopeo- To make display that looks well to people in order to seem important, be popular or acceptable. (As Public Relations experts coach modern politicians etc.) The Pharisees did this, and Christian leaders must not, Mt 23:1-12, 24-28. The FTs were Pharisee Christians, Acts 15:5. 

 THEY CONSTRAIN/are trying to compel you to be circumcised- Circumcision of the flesh, is a “Fleshly action” – something done by humans for human reasons – not a fruit of the Spirit that He guides men to do. Contrast the “circumcision” Christ does by His Spirit uniting us with Himself in death and resurrection, 1 Cor 12:13; Col 2:10-16, as symbolised in water baptism. People are much more willing to go through a form, or ritual - sign a decision card, be Christened and confirmed, etc - than to allow their lives to be transformed. In any age, the Cross spells death to the fleshly nature, in its worst efforts and noblest efforts. An outward holiness comes cheaper. 

SUFFER PERSECUTION/to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ- The Jewish leaders insisted on Christ being crucified, Mk 15:12-15. **69 The Salvation Christ’s atoning death had provided was proclaimed in His Gospel. And that New Covenant made the Old Covenant, its rituals and laws, no longer relevant, Heb 8:6-13, so Christian Jews and Christian Gentiles could eat together. To Jews this was something to kill or die for, Acts 23:12. If Christian Jews were seen to be zealous keepers of the Law, Acts 21:20-26 (with a flavour of Christ) they would be tolerated, and might win converts. They would be persecuted bitterly, if, like Stephen, they proclaimed Christ as fulfilling and replacing the Temple and the Law, Acts 6-7. By disowning Stephen, Acts 6:8-8:1, and Paul, the FTs could be Christians without being too offensive to those who crucified Christ, and be comfortable by ignoring His Cross. The Jerusalem rulers objected violently to any preaching about Christ, Acts 5:24-28, but if it brought converts to Judaism, who attended the feasts at Jerusalem and brought donations as part of their Law-keeping, they could be tolerated.  

Footnote **69 Christ warned that He would be killed, and His killers would persecute His followers, Mt 10:17; Jn 15:18-23; Acts 4:27-28; 5:33; 21:27-36; 2 Cor 11:24; Col 1:24; 1 Th 2:14-16; 2 Tim 3:10-12; Rev 2:9. Paul, in loyalty to Christ and in love for people, proclaimed the Gospel even though that risked clashes with the authorities, Acts 16:19-24. And the Synagogue rulers often took the lead in stirring up such clashes, Acts 13:50; 14:2, 19; 17:5; 18:12-17. 
6:13 NEITHER THEY/Not even those.. circumcised obey the law- The Lord Jesus said the Pharisees were hypocrites, Mt 15:1-9; 23:1-39, etc. These FTs were Pharisees, Acts 15:1, 5. Paul says their enthusiasm for circumcision and Law-keeping wasn’t sincere, as neither they, nor anyone else, had been able to please God and escape the curse on law-breaking, 2:15-21; 3:10-14; Rom 1:18-3:23; 7:4-25; 8:3-11. The FTs probably suggested that token Law-keeping was acceptable after circumcision. In contrast to Jas 2:10; 4:11.

DESIRE/they want TO HAVE you.. circumcised that they may GLORY IN/boast about your flesh- The FTs weren’t concerned about getting them to keep God's Law to His glory. But wanted to glory in being able to report they had won large numbers of Christian Gentiles to Judaism. They were like salesmen eager to gain customers for what they are selling, but not interested in using it themselves. Today the temptation is to be successful “Christian” preachers who compete successfully with secular entertainment. They give their converts a happy time of “Worship and Witness” that includes dramatic displays of what look like miracles, And assure their followers that Jesus will give personal self-fulfilment, answers to their selfish prayers, etc at no cost to their selfish enjoyment of life. 

6:14 GOD FORBID/May I never GLORY/boast SAVE/except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ- Paul states emphatically that what he glories in, is totally different from the FTs. They had selfish aims, and would be satisfied with outward conformity. Paul's concern was that Christ should have the joy of seeing the purpose for which He was crucified fulfilled. Sinners saved from Hell and for Heaven, made like Himself, Rom 8:29. And, meanwhile, empowered by the Spirit, triumphing over their fallen human nature by living in sonship-fellowship with God. Cp 1 Jn 3:1-3. 

   Paul’s words are shocking. Death is the end of all the natural man enjoys, and crucifixion was the most shameful and painful way to die. To follow, and proclaim as Saviour, a man who had been crucified meant one would be laughed at. And Christians had committed themselves to the painful death of selfish desires, hopes and rights - in a struggle against one’s natural self until bodily death, Rom 8:23. An uphill road that prevents Christ’s followers from being comfortable in this world, 2:19-20; 5:24; Mt 7:13-14; 1 Cor 1:23; 2:2; Jas 4:4; 1 Jn 2:15-17. 

   But, positively, those Christ has redeemed are called and equipped to reflect in their lives the loving service for others, at cost to self, displayed in Christ’s life and death, Jn 13:14, 34; 15:10-15; Rom 12:1-3; 15:1; 2 Cor 5:14-21; 8:9; Eph 5:1-2; Phil 2:1-15; 1 Pet 2:21-3:17. Paul proclaimed the crucified and risen Saviour wherever he went, 1:16; 1 Cor 9:16; 2 Cor 5:14, and his life demonstrated that he gloried in the Cross by surrendering himself to Christ, 2:20; Rom 12:1-3; Phil 3:7-16. All Christians need to read our Lord’s words in Mk 8:34-38 often. And face the challenge to stand with Paul and glory/rejoice in the total union with Christ he confesses in this verse.

Hendricksen gives a neat summary of why Paul gloried in the Cross of Christ: It’s the Mirror that reveals the wonder of God’s love, righteousness, power, wisdom, grace, etc, 2:20; Ps 85:10; Rom 8:3-4; 1 Cor 1:24; 2 Cor 5:19-21. And the horror of our sin, and the fate our sin made certain unless God intervened. It’s the Means of Redemption, Justification, Sanctification and Glorification, 3:13; Rom 3:25-26; 6:6; 8:1-36; Eph 1:7; 2:16; 2:11-15; Heb 9:22; Rev 7:14. It’s the Magnet by which men of every race are drawn to Christ crucified and into one body/fellowship, 3:23, 29; Jn 3:16; 12:32-33; Eph 2:16; Col 3:11. It’s the Model for men to imitate. 

BY WHOM/Through which the world.. crucified to me, and I to the world- Kosmos- The socially-organised world system of civilisation deliberately independent of God, alienated from and in opposition to, God; John 7:7 etc. The way of life which is concerned with physical and material gains, and is willing to deal with God only in external actions such as circumcision, Law-keeping, etc. Through Christ’s death on the cross, God deals with man, and man deals with God, at the level of his innermost being – God’s Spirit with our spirit, 4:6; Rom 8:15 - not on the basis of what we do in external things. 

   The world provides a way of life that offers to satisfy the desires of our natural selves - and mostly fails to deliver it. Eastern religions offer withdrawal from the world, its concerns, responsibilities, pains and pleasures into an unconsciousness and non-being. Paul rejoiced that in union with Christ crucified, he was fenced off from the evil of this world, 1:4, and became fully alive in a freedom of sonship and Christ-likeness in which he lived as a king, Rom 5:17, as the Lord intended in the beginning, Gen 1:26-27. All that had made up Paul’s religious world had been wrapped up in the Law, and it was crucified with Christ, brought to an end, done away with, Rom 7:14-25; 8:1-19; 10:4; Phil 3:5-21; Heb 8:13. The turning point of spiritual history was the death of the Son of God on the Cross – with its outcomes, the resurrection, the sending of the Holy Spirit, Jn 16:7. That had provided the Gospel way of being right with God, and ended the idea of trying to please God by Law-keeping. The FTs were ignoring that fact. 

   The Holy Spirit, in uniting him to Christ had created a new Paul, who was no longer dependent on the world, or looked on people and things as it did, 6:14; Jn 1:12-13; 3:7-8; 2 Cor 5:14-17; Phil 3:3-8; 1 Jn 3:1-3, 8-11; 4:7-13, 21-5:5. He accepted this gladly, and responded by counting himself dead to the world, 2:20, Rom 6:1-23; 8:1-18. He suffered persecution from those who hated Christ, yet rejoiced in the Cross of Christ. 

6:15 For- Paul explains the break between Christians and the world in which physical actions like circumcision and Law-keeping were important. Cp 5:6; 1 Cor 7:18.  IN CHRIST JESUS- [RT], KIV, not [Nes] NIV, but even without it being stated it’s the obvious sense of what follows. Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision AVAILETH/means anything- Ischuo- To have strength, be an effective force. Salt is good- Ischuo if it is salty, Mt 5:13. Jewish parents circumcised their baby son to bring him into the covenant between God and Israel, Gen 17:9-12. **70 His failure in the Law-obedience it committed him to, left him under a curse, 3:10. Under the Gospel neither circumcision nor uncircumcision contributes anything towards any aspect of our salvation. The Spirit does everything - creates new life in us, Jn 3:3-8; Rom 2:29, guides and transforms us, Rom 8:11-17; 2 Cor 3:15-18 Eph 2:10, and empowers us, Acts 1:8. Cp 3:28; 5:6; 1 Cor 7:18-19; 2 Cor 5:17; Col 3:10-11.

BUT.. a new creation- Being created anew by God, by being born again of the Spirit, Jn 1:12-13, 3:5-8; 2 Cor 5:17, is the one essential. ** Nothing of good in abilities, potentials etc is lost, but it all needs to be withdrawn from the service of self and Satan, and placed at the disposal of our Creator-Redeemer, Rom 6:6-23. While the road to Glory via the Cross is in some ways narrow, Mt 7:13-14, it’s also a glorious freedom to live a life that is abundant, rich and satisfying, Jn 10:10. No one can go back to Eden. Sin has blighted this creation, but ahead of us is a new heaven and a new earth where righteousness, not sin, is at home, 2 Pet 3:10-15. We’re already part of that new creation, having been changed from rebels or slaves into the freedom of God’s sons, 4:4-7, from the darkness to Christ’s kingdom of light, Col 1:13-14, and are citizens of Heaven with its holiness and happiness, Phil 3:19-20. No improvement or renewal of the old creation, or the old Covenant written on stone, can do it. There must be a totally new beginning. Only the New Covenant of the Spirit can achieve or sustain this new creation, and the Spirit does so by writing Christ on our hearts, and opening the Scriptures to us so that we can see Him and be transformed, 3:3-5, 14; 4:5-7, 28-29; 5:5-6, 16-18; Jn 3:3-8; Rom 8:1-14; 2 Cor 3:3-18. Birds fly because they are birds. They don’t become birds by their efforts at flying. As a new creation/new person, what we have become in Christ is displayed in what we do. But it’s not our doing things that makes us new people.

6:16 Peace- The rest of heart, mind, soul and spirit that the grace of God gives to all who commit themselves to Christ and receive peace through the blood of His Cross, Col 1:20. The FTs had disturbed their peace, 1:7; 5:12 and turned their attention from the Gospel and from Christ and set them arguing about Law-keeping. Paul urged them to return to the peace of resting in the finished work of Christ, Heb 4:10, and expressed his confidence that they would do so, 5:10.

mercy- God is rich in mercy, Eph 2:4. It’s by His  mercy that those who put their trust in Christ are justified, sanctified and glorified, Rom 8:30; 1 Cor 1:2. Or to put it another way - are born of the Spirit and become a new creation. Neither Mercy nor Peace could be gained by Law-keeping. They had to keep turning from their failed efforts to shelter under the blood of atoning sacrifice. It was the Tax-collector, not the Pharisee, who received mercy in Lk 18:10-14.

Footnote **70 Is NT Baptism the equivalent of OT Circumcision? Under Law a Jewish baby had to be born before he was circumcised. Under the Gospel people must be born again before they are baptised in water. They are made a new creation by the circumcising-baptising action described in 1 Cor 12:13; Col 2:10-14. If that is true of us, water baptism becomes an obligation, Mt 28:19, etc. 

AS MANY AS/to all who WALK ACCORDING TO/follow- Stoicheo- to march in rank or line, keep in step. this rule- Kanon- A rule or standard to measure things by. The rule that being a new creation is the one essential, 6:14-15. That we ignore the claims of Law-keeping, or selfish desires, and put our trust in Christ crucified, and having been granted new Life by the Holy Spirit, live that life as He guides and enables us. Those whose lives are committed to their Lord and Saviour can claim the mercy of God on all their life, and enjoy the peace purchased on the Cross for them, Isa 54:10; Jn 14:26-27; Col 1:20-23. 

AND/even- Kai- And, also, etc. UPON/to the Israel **71 of God- Cp Ps 125:5; 128:6. When the Jews rejected Jesus, their promised Messiah-Christ, they ceased to be the Israel of God, and became merely Israel according to the flesh, 1 Cor 10:18. Now God’s people are the Jews and Gentiles who receive the rejected Christ as their Saviour, Jn 1:11-12. If in this verse Kai has it’s commonest meaning, AND, it’s saying that the Jews who have accepted Christ, are still God’s Israel, although Christ-rejecting Jews are not. But if Kai is intended to mean, as it sometimes does,  even, as in NIV, Paul is saying all Christians – New Creation people, whether Circumcised Jews or Uncircumcised Gentiles - are God’s Special People, His Israel. This fits in with the message of this Epistle that Christians are the heirs of the promise to Abraham, and that distinctions between Jews and Gentiles have been abolished, 3:9, 28-29; 4:21-31; 5:18. **71 So the Israel of God are the Jews and Gentiles who receive Christ Crucified as their Saviour, 6:14-16; Jn 1:12; Rom 10:1-13; Phil 3:3. 

6:17 HECEFORTH/Finally let no MAN/one cause trouble ME- Kopos- A striking, beating, attack. From Kopto- To strike. He had suffered severely in bringing them the Gospel, Acts 14:19. Surely the Galatian Christians should take no part in further attacks on him. Paul has been distressed by their willingness to turn from Christ and the Gospel, and follow the FTs, 1:6; 3:1; 4:19; 5:12. He has travailed for them, 4:19, and pleads for the relief it would be for him to hear that they have taken to heart the message of this epistle, and been restored to the Gospel truth, and life in Christ by the Spirit. Then they will again be a joy and 

Footnote **71 The Israel of God, is centred in the Jerusalem above, the mother of all who have become sons of God by faith in Christ. In contrast to the Law-keeping Israel of Judaism centred on the earthly Jerusalem, which the FTs are trying to make Gentile Christians join, in a slave-to-the-Law relationship. 

This doesn’t rule out future blessedness for Israel, or cancel God’s OT promises to them. In Rom 9-11 Paul speaks of the Jews, their privileged past, and their proud, stubborn persistence in seeking righteousness by Law-keeping, AND their future national blessing. Much of Isa 55-66; Zech 12-14, etc, promises a restoration of Israel to her land after exile and fierce persecution. And her enjoyment there of earthly life in its highest form under Christ as the joyfully accepted Son of David, Mt 23:39. Then the Apostles will reign over the 12 tribes, Mt 19:28. From Rom 11 we learn that the (largely Gentile) church, through its unbelief will be removed from the Olive Tree of God’s blessing, and Israel grafted in again where it belongs. And this will bring a time of blessing to the Gentile world greater than that experienced when the Church replaced the Jews as God’s people. (See notes in the Rom 9-11 booklet of this series.)

   encouragement, instead of being a distraction from his task of giving God’s Gospel to the Gentiles.  (Troublesome people and troublesome churches absorb loving care and energy and so hinder the spread of the Gospel, and the upbuilding of the Lord’s people. They do the work of the enemy, by hindering fruit, and fruitful labours. Cp Mt 13:25-30; Lk 13:7. )

I bear.. the marks of THE LORD Jesus- Stigma- A mark, tattooed or burnt in, to show ownership of a slave, or a scar on a slave or soldier resulting from service. Jews boasted the Stigma- brand of circumcision, and avoided its responsibilities, so it was an empty profession. The Lord Jesus Christ had redeemed Paul from slavery to the Law, and set him free, so he gladly put himself at his Lord’s disposal. The scars on his body showed that he had faithfully served his Master in preaching the Gospel, Acts 13:50; 14:19; 16:22-24; 1 Cor 4:11; 2 Cor 1:5-10; 4:10; 6:4-5; 11:23-27; 12:7; Col 1:24; 2 Tim 3:10-11. **72 

6:18 The grace- See 1:3. The Epistle ends as it began by speaking of the all-sufficient Grace of God which Paul experiences, 2 Cor 12:7-10, and isn’t frustrating by efforts at Law-keeping, 2:21. God’s grace has made them His sons, to live in His freedom, and face the future confidently, 4:6; 1 Pet 1:2-9. All are saved by grace, or lost forever, whether they are circumcised Law-keeping Jews or uncircumcised Gentiles, bond or free, male or female, 3:28. Grace is the solution to all problems, to be claimed in all circumstances. 

 of our Lord Jesus Christ- By using the full title Paul reminds them that they belong to, and should obey, the One who is Lord of the universe, the Lord of Glory in whom, and under whose hand, all exists, Col 1:9-18. Jesus the God-provided and only Saviour, Mt 1:21; Acts 4:12. And Christ, the anointed One who is God’s prophet to us, triumphant King, and compassionate, powerful High Priest.

with your spirit- He has been saying much about God’s Spirit in relation to them. And, in terms of 4:6; Rom 8:15-16, His witness with their spirit is the basis on which they can enjoy life in Christ, and fellowship with Him in all that His grace has provided. Once more he addresses these erring Christians, who are causing him great distress, as  brothers – fellow-members of God’s family, Jn 1:12-13. As they turn their attention and trust back to Christ and His Gospel they will be once more truly Paul’s brothers, and he farewells them all as brothers. 

Footnote **72 They owed their salvation to his sacrificial witness, yet had added to his sufferings by turning from Christ and His cross – grieving Christ and Paul His ambassador, Acts 9:15-16`; 22:14-21; 26:14-18; 2 Cor 5:15-21; Eph 6:18-20. The scars on Paul’s body were witnesses to the reality of his identification with Christ, who in Glory still bears the scars of His Redeeming work, Rev 5:6. And the scars of Christ and Paul were inflicted on them by the Religious Jews who the FTs were eager to please. They had crucified Christ, still hated Him, and hated Gospel preachers.

amen- The letter would be read to the congregation at their gathering for worship, etc. Paul would hope that at the end of the reading they would join him in saying their “Amens” to God – as accepting that in listening to the letter they are listening to what God has to say, and that in response they must deal with God from whom they had turned away, 1:6. 

Appendix:  The selection of Scripture references, purpose and use

Those who take the trouble to look up the Scriptures listed as having some relevance to each topic will find that their value and relevance is quite variable. The last of the series may be the most useful, as I always list them in the order of their occurrence in Scripture – from Genesis to Revelation. Where there are few relevant Scriptures I list all that seem to me to be possibly of use, as something to pray over, and if the Lord doesn’t use them to help your understanding, pass on to more useful references.

Those I have listed after Cp= Compare, usually contain either similar ideas, or contrasting ideas. My hope is that in either case they will help to broaden the student’s understanding. If you find them generally unhelpful – I’m sorry - our minds probably just don’t function in the same way. In my judgment it would take too much space to spell out what I intended readers to understand, and I have no wish to direct anyone’s thinking to conform to my own. I am sure that the best use anyone can gain from study material is the encouragement to “look to the Lord” and to listen to His voice. If this material does that, your labours and mine will not have been wasted. 

E. Read.     28.7.03.  

Corrections or Criticism with a view to Improvement are welcomed.  
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Mr E. Read,
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Please feel free to use any material from any of these booklets 

in any way to the glory of God.
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