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Introduction

Author-That Paul was the author hasn’t been seriously doubted. This is confirmed by quotes found in the writings of many leaders in the early church. The internal evidence – the way it fits into Paul’s life and preaching as recorded in the Acts, and with the truth he  proclaimed in his other epistles - is equally clear. For more information about Paul, see Acts 9:1; Phil 3:4-14. 

Date- This seems to be Paul’s earliest epistle. The first converts and churches in Galatia were established on his 1st Missionary Journey, Acts 13-14. Paul was shocked at how short a time had passed before they were turning away from the Gospel, 1:6. It’s likely to have been written about AD 49, as it deals with the same problem as the “Jerusalem Council,” Acts 15. 

Scholars have spent much time and worldly wisdom arguing about who Paul was writing to. Geographically Galatia was used of the rural northern area. Some think Paul may have evangelised there on his 2nd Missionary Journey. Politically it was used of the Roman province of Galatia, which included the cities of Antioch, Lystra, Iconium and Derbe, evangelised by Paul in Acts 13-14. Knowing the background of a book of the Bible can help us understand it, but that’s only the husk. It’s a shameful waste of the Lord’s time to argue about the husks of Scriptures instead of giving our attention to the kernel in our hands. It’s reasonable to expect that God has given us in Acts any information we need in order to understand this Epistle so we will assume it was written to the Believers referred to in Acts 13-14.

The Galatians were Gauls (modern name Celts) who had migrated to what is now central Turkey, from the land of Gaul (modern France) about 278 BC. They had been invited to settle there by Diomedes King of Bythinia. Some see their changeableness, 1:6; Acts 14:11-19, as a Gallic characteristic. The Romans treated them as allies, and allowed their last king to extend his kingdom to take in Antioch (in Pisidia) Iconium, (Phrygia), Lystra, Derbe (Lycaonia.) Then the area was made a Roman province. 

Footnote **1 Such people were called “God Fearers.” They appreciated that what the OT taught about God, and morality was superior to the Pagan religions. But the men refused to be circumcised and become Jews. (Greeks especially considered circumcision to be an insulting mutilation of the body.) And they tended to keep only such of the “Laws” as were rationally justifiable as setting standards of good behaviour. (Not food laws, etc.) As women didn’t face the circumcision requirement it was common for prominent women to be associated with the Synagogue, and such women could influence authorities on behalf of the Jews. Acts 13:50; 17:4. One such woman was Poppea, mistress of Emperor Nero. When the ancient synagogue at Dura Europas was excavated, its list of contributors to their welfare fund had on it as many “God-Fearers” as Jews.

Why Paul wrote the Epistle

Paul and Barnabas evangelised southern Galatia, and some Jews, and some Gentiles who had attended the Jewish Synagogue, **1 (Foot of page 2) were converted, Acts 13:42-14:1. Paul and the Galatians were united in mutual affection and joy in Christ, 4:14-16. By the time Paul and Barnabas revisited them on their way back to Syrian Antioch, local church congregations had been formed. They gave the Christians further teaching and encouragement and left them to the Lord’s care under elders. (Synagogues also operated under local elders.)

The Anti-Paul’s Gospel mission of Jewish Christian teachers from Jerusalem came to the Galatian churches. They argued that Paul wasn’t a genuine Apostle, and that, in order to gain a hearing from Gentiles, he had in his Gospel given them only part of the truth. They said that as the Jews were “God’s People,” as well as putting their trust in Christ as Saviour, Gentile Christians must become Jews by being circumcised and keeping the OT Law. And until they did that, as Jewish Christians must keep the OT food laws, they must not eat with them at the Lord’s Table, or socially in their homes.

Who were these Teachers? They are often called Judaizers because Judaism was the Jewish religion, Acts 26:5. And they said all Christians must follow it. They were called Pharisee Christians in Acts 15:5. They had acknowledged Christ as their Saviour-Messiah, but still thought of serving God in terms of fussy concern to obey all the details of the OT Law with all the traditions that Pharisees had added to it. They claimed to be Christians, but ignored what the Lord had said about Pharisees, Mt 23:23-35, etc. And ignored the fact that Pharisees had insisted that Jesus Christ be crucified. Such people are also called the circumcision group, Acts 10:45; 11:2; Titus 1:10, because they insisted that all Christians must be circumcised. 

Circumcision had brought people into the Old Covenant. But now that circumcision had been emptied of all spiritual meaning under God’s New Covenant, Paul referred to them as the CONCISION/mutilators of the flesh, Phil 3:2, etc. In these studies, I will refer to them simply as the FTs, as they were False Teachers, making false claims about the nature of the Gospel, and God’s provision for Salvation in Christ. Wherever God used Paul to establish churches they would move into those churches insisting that as God had given the OT Law, converts must obey it.

Where did the FTs – and their Ideas - come from? The FTs came from the Jerusalem church and claimed that their message was the Gospel taught and obeyed there. They could claim that this was the original Gospel, in that it was what the Apostles believed until the Lord had over-ruled in the life and ministry of the Apostle Peter, Acts 10-11. The FTs insisted that all Christians must be circumcised, and keep the Sabbath, the Feasts, etc, 4:10, because all in the Jerusalem church did - they were all Jews.

What was the Reason for their Form of the Gospel? The Jerusalem Apostles were slow to understand the full meaning of the Gospel they preached. They were eager for Christ to restore the Kingdom to their nation, Acts 1:6. In Acts 3:19-25, Peter was still urging the people of Jerusalem to repent so that God could send Jesus back to rule there as King, and restore Israel to blessing. From the first they preached that Gentiles would be saved through Christ, Acts 2:21, 39, but they expected God to insist that Gentiles would become Jews in order to receive salvation in Christ, Acts 10-11.

Christ had been rejected and crucified by Priests and Pharisees who claimed to be obeying the Law. Yet He had been the true atoning sacrifice, and on that basis had established His church as God’s people. Stephen seems to have realised that this meant that Christ and the Gospel, had replaced Moses and the OT Law. He was murdered for preaching that truth, Acts 6:8-7:60. 

The fierce persecution that followed, drove Christians out to obey the Lord’s command to witness beyond Jerusalem and Judea, Acts 1:8. But the Apostles kept their attention focussed on Jerusalem, the centre of Jewish religion, and they continued to keep the law of Moses, 21:20. Their continuing zeal for the Law won converts to Christ from both Pharisees and Priests, Acts 6:7; 15:5, and a measure of acceptance for Jewish Christians as a tolerated sect of Judaism - as Messianic Jews. But this freedom from persecution was under threat if they broke the food laws by having fellowship with Gentile Christians.

The Lord taught Peter that Gentiles who put their trust in Him in response to the Gospel were made clean in His sight. And this meant that although they didn’t keep God’s OT food laws, Jewish Christians should have fellowship with them, eat with them, etc, Acts 10:13-11:18. The Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem continued to acknowledge this to be true in principle, Acts 15:6-21; 21:25. But did not face the fact that in mixed congregations Jews could not keep the OT Food Laws, AND have fellowship, eat etc, with Gentile Christians, 2:11-14. (Paul gave the Gospel answer in Rom 14:1-15:7.) 

The Jerusalem Apostles and Paul were in total agreement as to the person and work of Christ, and the need for Christians to live righteous lives. Both resisted the demand from Pharisee Christians that Gentile Christians must be circumcised and keep the Law. But as our Lord warned, features of our past religious life remain attractive, so we tend to try to put the new wine of the Gospel into the old bottles of traditional worship and witness, Lk 5:36-39. Under the Gospel of the New Covenant, life was granted by the Spirit of God who wrote God’s “Law” in the hearts of Believers. The Jerusalem Apostles were slow to see that this had replaced the Old Covenant Law of commandments written on stone, 2 Cor 3:3-18; Heb 8:7-13. Men had been brought into God’s Old Covenant by being circumcised, Gen 17, a human “work” action. Everyone who received Christ as their Saviour was brought into the New Covenant by being born of the Spirit, Jn 1:12; 3:3-16, and baptised in the Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13. And water baptism pictured the Spirit baptism, Mk 1:8, which was the “circumcision” Christ worked, that no human hand could do. This means we have no need to direct our daily life by keeping the empty shadows which Law-obedience has become, Col 2:6-17. 

In Jerusalem the Pharisee Christians put great pressure on the Apostles and church Leaders. And in spite of the Epistles to Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews, it seems from Acts 21:18-27, the Jerusalem church continued to share in the sacrifices and worship of the Temple, until God destroyed it in AD 70. **2 

Footnote **2 In his writings Josephus suggested that James, 2:9, 12, was so highly respected for his Law-keeping Godliness, that the destruction of Jerusalem may have been God’s judgement on the zealots who murdered him. 

These Teachings & the Lord’s Purpose for His Church?

When Paul wrote Galatians most Christians were Jews. As recorded in Acts they were the core of the Church, its original members. Christian leadership was centred in the Apostles, and the Jerusalem church. It was natural for Jewish Christians to continue to keep rules set down in the Law, including going up to Jerusalem for the Feasts. When there they would fellowship with the Jerusalem church. And Christian Jews would witness to other Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. Then the Lord called Saul/Paul to be His Apostle to the Gentiles, revealed to him the Gospel, and sent him with Barnabas to preach it. As a result many Gentiles were converted, and formed into churches with some Jews in the fellowship. Paul taught them that under the Gospel, Jews could continue to keep the Law if they believed they should, but Gentiles shouldn’t, 1 Cor 7:18-20. Christ loved, and accepted, Gentiles and Jews, so they must accept each other in the fellowship of His love, and not demand them to change, Rom 14:1-15:8; 1 Cor 9:19-22, etc. 

The FTs argued that as God had given the Law, and the Apostles and church at Jerusalem kept the Law, the Gospel required all Christians to keep the Law. They said Gentile Christians weren’t fully God’s people unless the men were circumcised, Gen 17:14. And until they kept the OT food laws no Jewish Christian was to eat with them at the Lord’s Table, or in their homes. If Jewish and Gentile Christians didn’t eat together that would divide the church into two rival factions – circumcised versus uncircumcised – so the Lord’s purpose that His church should be united, Jn 17:11, 20-23; Eph 2:11-22, would be frustrated. Or, if the church stayed undivided, the Gentile Christians would be like the God-Fearers in the Jewish synagogues - allowed to listen to the preaching, join in the praising, contribute to the poor relief funds, but denied any role in teaching and leadership. And Christianity would have become just a Messianic sect of legalistic Judaism. But if liberty in Christ was preserved for the Gentile Believers, the Jewish Believers would continue to see the all-importance and centrality of Christ, and faith in Christ. Within 100 years those Jewish Christians who continued to obey the FTs were called Ebionites. This semi-Christian Ebionite church cursed Paul and praised Christ as a Prophet-Saviour rather like Moses, Elijah, etc. After the destruction of the Temple and sacrificial system, and the scattering of the Pharisees, they dwindled and died out. Their ideas are entrenched in modern Islam, as Mahomet got his ideas about Christ and Christianity from Ebionites. 

Galatians - Nature, Purpose & Place in Scripture

Paul cared deeply for all the churches he established, 2 Cor 11:28. When he heard that the Galatian churches were welcoming these FTs, Paul was distressed and wrote this letter to warn them that for Christian Gentiles to become Jews was a tragic folly. He also sets out clearly, for all time, many of the practical issues of Christianity in relation to the OT Law, and God’s purposes. While Paul expresses his distress and anger at the situation, 1:6-9; 3:1-4; 4:8-11; 5:7, etc, he balances this with expressions of love and fellowship with them as his children and brothers in Christ and the Gospel. Paul writes vividly to catch their attention, but he reasons carefully to convince them. And he appeals to their heart-love for/experience of, Christ that resulted from his preaching Christ to them. He challenges them to remember how their life in Christ had begun, and to see again the total and glorious sufficiency of the Salvation they had received by faith. 

IMPORTANT POINTS

Paul’s Gospel is Original & Authentic

Paul was concerned that the Galatians should not lose their hold on the only true Gospel – he uses the Greek word for Gospel in 1:6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 16, 23; 2:2, 5, 7, 14; 3:8; 4:13. He made it clear that both his Apostleship and the Gospel he preached came directly from God, independently of the Jerusalem Apostles. But that it reinforced what they preached - and they acknowledged the truth of this. 

The Gospel REPLACES the Law – Not Supplements it

In accordance with the Gospel God had given to Paul, he insisted that the Law had been given by God for a limited period of time, and it had now done the work God had intended, 3:23-25. Cp Heb 8:13. And given it for the limited purpose of making people feel their sinfulness. In this way it prepared them for the coming of Jesus Christ to save them from sin, so that they would receive Him by faith, 3:19. No one can be justified by the Law, 2:16 - if they could have been, Christ’s death was pointless, 2:21. The Law could only curse us, as no one but Christ could keep it – and He bore the curse for us so we could be blessed through faith in Him, 3:10-14. To try to obey the Law is slavery. God has set us free from the Law and made us His sons, by His Spirit, 3:22-4:7; 4:21-5:1. If Gentile Christians are circumcised they are slaves to the whole Law, and cut themselves off from Christ and Grace, 5:1-5.

The FTs insisted that God’s OT covenant was permanent, and that the salvation won for us by Christ and offered in the Gospel was a renewal of that covenant –a renewal that enabled us as Christians to live by God’s Law. **3 They said that our obeying the commandments would restrain our fleshly desires from making us sin. But the Law had never done that, only the Spirit of God can, Rom 8:2-5. The Christians are a new creation, 6:14-16. Their spiritual life was begun by the Spirit, 3:2-3; 4:6, 28-31. In them He fights against the flesh, and replaces its works by His fruit, so that they live in fellowship with God, as they let the Spirit direct their lives, into loving service for each other, 5:13-26. Throughout the letter Paul challenges them to remember their past blessedness, and warns them not to try to fit the Gospel back into the Law covenant. That would rob them of the benefit of Christ’s work on their behalf, and of fellowship with Him, leaving their spiritual life to wither into drudgery. 

The Gospel & Justification - Doctrine

In Galatians the essence of the Gospel is made very clear, A man is not justified by Law-works but only through faith in Jesus Christ, 2:16; 21; 3:9, 11; 5:6. This is also the message of Romans, Cp 2:20 & Rom 6:6-8; 4:5-7 & Rom 8:14-17; 5:16-17 & Rom 13:13-14. No one could ever be Justified – put right with God – by the Law. The Gospel agrees with the Law in condemning everyone as being a sinner – a person who has disobeyed God, and fallen far short of the glory of God-likeness that God had intended for us, Gen 1:26-27. Even where the Law isn’t known our consciences say the same thing, Rom 2:15. 

Footnote **3 A similar claim is made in modern “Covenant Theology” where the baptism of infants is said to bring them “into a covenant with God, as circumcision brought Jewish boys into the OT covenant.” But God’s Word says that the commandments written on stone – the Old covenant - have been replaced by the New covenant that writes Christ on men’s hearts, 2 Cor 3:3-18; Heb 8:6-13. 

   But God the Son came to save us. In His death and resurrection He provided the means by which we are Justified – made right with God, Mt 1:21, Jn 3:16, Rom 3:23-26; 1 Cor 1:21-24, etc. We receive justification – the righteousness of God, 2 Cor 5:21 - when we receive Jesus as our Saviour. Then by His Spirit we make the fact of that justification obvious, in righteous living, 5:16-18; Rom 8:1-16; Phil 2:12-13. 

The Gospel & Sanctification - Doctrine

When God justifies us, He also sanctifies us - sets us apart for Himself - to live as His sons and daughters, 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11; Heb 2:11; 10:9-17. And this is effective as we allow His Spirit to rule our lives, 3:26-29; 5:13-18; 22-25; Rom 8:1-16; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. Nobody could ever be Sanctified – live in fellowship with God – by the Law. But in Christ, God has provided us with the means of living in fellowship with Himself, by granting His Spirit to all who trust Himt. This makes us a new creation, sons of God, being transformed into the image of His Son, 3:2; 4:4-7; 6:15; Jn 3:3-8; Rom 8:1-30; 2 Cor 3:15-18; 5:17; 1 Jn 1:7-9; 3:1-3, etc. Paul was deeply distressed that the Galatians were turning away from Christ and these great blessings. To obey the FTs, would drag them back from joyful, growing, sonship-fellowship with God, in Christ, enabled by the Spirit. Instead they would take up the slavery of trying to make themselves keep the Law, with no spiritual gain or reward for that hopeless drudgery. 

The Gospel in Practice – Walk, not merely Talk

Our sinful human nature remains after conversion. The FTs said that to restrain it we needed the detailed list of right and wrong actions the Pharisees had made of the Law, and we must make a determined effort to keep it. Paul shows that trying to keep the Law has always been hopeless slavery, and God has now set us free from the Law. Instead God has made us His Sons by placing His Spirit in us. This means that we, out of gratitude for our Salvation, can live in Spirit-led sonship-fellowship with God, while still in this world. 5:16, 18, 25; Rom 8:2-17. As we do so the Spirit produces His fruit in our lives, 5:22-23, and the lusts/deeds of the Flesh, 5:19-21, are frustrated, 5:24.

To keep the law is to rely on our works, our effort at self-righteousness. This insults Christ by ignoring the fact that under the New Covenant God is living in us by His Spirit. (How would we feel if our child ignored our presence and conversation and concentrated on following written instructions we had given years before? **4 ) This meant His law, the law of love, was written on their hearts. And that God wanted them to fellowship with Him as adult sons, being transformed by the Spirit into the likeness of His Son. 

Footnote **4 While Paul’s inspired reasonings in defence of the Gospel were a check on legalism, legalism is still entrenched in Christendom. The “Catholic” and “Orthodox” churches built up a system of ritualistic legalism that for 1500 years has claimed that its followers are sure of heaven. The Seventh Day Adventist sect claimed that all who worshipped on the 1st day of the week bore the mark of the beast and were doomed to the lake of fire. They may not now teach this but still insist on a system of Law-keeping, claiming that only the ceremonial Law was revoked. They, and those Protestants who claim that the New Covenant is the renewed Covenant whereby Christ has perfected the Law-system, ignore the fact that it was the 10 commandments carved in stone, which have been replaced by the New Covenant, 1 Cor 3:7-11. Exclusive Brethren have also set up their system. None of us are free from the temptation to “improve” God’s Gospel, by setting up rituals and rules to ensure Godly living. (Continued at the foot of the next page.)

The Galatians needed (as we do) to recognise the wonder of what God has done and provided for them and let the Spirit direct their lives. Then the righteous living, and loving concern, God has granted to them would result in far more happy fellowship with the Lord in His purposes, within their church fellowship, and in their witness to the lost around them. Joy in the Lord, and loving concern for each other, inspired and enabled by the Spirit is a winsome witness to all.

Our battle is sometimes won, 2 Cor 2:14; 1 Th 3:6, and sometimes lost, 2:13; 5:7-8; 1 Th 2:16, 18, but the triumph of the New is certain, Rom 13:11; 1 Cor 15:20-28. Meanwhile that warfare is won at the cost of our denying the desires of the flesh, and our accepting the sentence of death passed on it at Calvary. 2:19-20; 5:24; 6:14. 

Galatians and Church History – the Reformation

As they moved from the Gospel of Christ and of Paul the professing church organised itself into a system, modelled on the Jewish system. That State-Church system promised blessing and heaven to every citizen while demanding that they submit themselves to the rules and rituals of that “church.” It bitterly persecuted those who followed the rules and rituals of Judaism, and also those who followed Paul’s Gospel. Luther never fully broke with all the doctrines and ways of that apostate Papal church. But the Epistle to the Galatians liberated him into the glorious freedom of sonship which Justification by Faith provided. 

Luther saw the issues Paul confronted in this epistle as a close parallel to the issues he faced in the conflict between the Gospel as set out in the Scriptures, and the entrenched customs of the powerful Catholic church under its Pope. So, Luther’s commentary on Galatians set the issues of the Reformation on a sound Biblical basis. In Galatians, as in Europe, the question was whether God’s will for true Christians was to be a reform movement WITHIN the spiritually dead religious structure of Judaism/Catholicism, making such changes as would allow it to be acceptable – and hope to work further changes within it. Or to realise that failure to obey the Gospel fully, would inevitably mean that the majority would smother it. And realising that was true, stand for the Bible against inevitable separation and the persecution it would bring. 

Another parallel, is that under Pharisaic Judaism and under the Papacy there was a rigid and detailed declaration of what was right, and what was wrong - proclaimed and enforced in the name of God, with serious penalties in this life, and promised in the next. Paul makes it very clear that the Gospel isn’t setting up a system by which Christians will attempt to live up to Christ’s teaching – as in “the sermon on the mount” – in place of the Law of Moses. That would be exchanging the old slavery to external religious rituals and rules that no one could keep, for a new slavery with a higher, more impossible standard. Instead, under the Gospel, God, in the person of God the Holy Spirit, is in those who by faith put themselves into Christ’s saving care. He makes us God’s children with the freedom of adult sons, and enables us to live up to that position as we allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit. 

Footnote ** 4 (continued) By seeking to please God by trying to live by the OT Law, the Sermon on the Mount, Church Confessions or rules, etc they excuse themselves from living in sonship by faith in Christ. I admit that Spirit-led freedom seemed hopelessly vague to me. I felt I must establish and keep rules for my spiritual life and service, and for years was unwilling to recognise that this was an attitude of unbelief. But, for me, self-organised service to the Lord came to a dead end in self-despair. It came as a relief, and a restoration to spiritual sanity, to learn to live as a child in the Lord’s love, in terms of 2:20.

Galatians and Romans

In Galatians Paul is countering the determination of FTs to impose circumcision and Law-keeping on Gentile Christians. **5 He writes in a personal way to Christians he knew well, and about whose welfare he cared deeply, 4:19. Romans was written to Christians whom he had never met. He writes to them about Law-works, and Grace-faith in a more thorough, reasoned exposition. There he sets out systematic proof that Law-keeping is a dead-end. That the only way anyone could be made right with God is by receiving righteousness through Christ crucified, Rom 3:23-24. And that having been put right with God, the only way to live in a right relationship with God is by trusting God’s Spirit to guide and enable us, Rom 8:1-16; 12:1-21. This, alone, achieves God’s purpose for us, Rom 8:29.

1:1-2:21  PERSONAL

The Gospel & Paul’s Apostleship are God-given

(The FTs seemed to have imposed their teaching on the Galatians by claiming that Paul was a second-rate Apostle, and that his Gospel was a faulty copy of the original one. [We have copies of slanders like that written later by Pharisee Christians.] Paul insists that the Gospel that is centred on trust and commitment to Christ and not on doing what the Law requires, had been given him by God independent of any human, 1:11-12. [As it isn’t of human origin it isn’t subject to human review or alteration.] Paul had known the Law well, and been zealous for it, 1:13-14. [So his not requiring Gentile converts to keep the OT Law could not be due to ignorance, or lack of appreciation of the law.] God had burst into his life, and committed the Gospel into his hands, and commissioned him to preach it to the Gentiles. The early years of his ministry were carried out independently of the other Apostles, 1:15-17.  [It wasn’t that he’d failed to get all the message from them, and so had missed out Law-keeping. He’d got none of it from them.] When Paul visited Jerusalem he had met only Peter and James. He had remained out of contact with Jerusalem for at least 3 years, spending his time in Syria and Cilicia, 1:18-24.  During his later visit to Jerusalem the Apostles there had acknowledged that Paul and his Gospel were of God, 2:1-10. Finally, the suggestion that he needed to learn the true Gospel from Peter and the Jerusalem Apostles was nonsense as in fact it was Peter that needed a rebuke from him, and accepted that rebuke, 2:11-21. Cp 2 Pet 3:15-16. After systematically citing his experience that proves the Gospel to be of God Paul will go on to teach the relationship between this Gospel, and the Law. And will show how the Galatians are to live their daily lives enriched by knowing and trusting the truths of the Gospel.)

Footnote **5 In Galatians and Romans Paul isn’t attacking the Jewish race. In 6:16 he calls the Believers in Christ the Israel of God. Some have misread this to mean that the Nation Israel/the Jewish people had no future with God. In Romans he spends 3 chapters in declaring his love for his fellow Israelites, his appreciation of their privileges, and their strenuous but mis-directed efforts to achieve righteousness. And he insists that God must keep his OT promises to Israel, so all Israel/National Israel will be saved. Their return to God will bring wonderful blessings to other nations. 

1:1-5 Introductory Greetings

 (Paul follows the 1st century custom of stating who he is and who he is writing to, and this time emphasises that he is an authorised Apostle preaching the Gospel God gave him to preach. **6 He then mentions key features of the Gospel – Grace and peace, and our deliverance from this doomed evil age by Christ’s giving Himself for our sins.)

1:1-2 Paul **7 an Apostle- Apostolos. **8 Paul introduces himself with a strong reminder of his position and role. That he was an Apostle meant that the Gospel he had preached to them, and what he was writing now, were God’s authorised message to them. Paul here, and elsewhere, insists that the Lord spoke to him directly, both in authorising his mission as Apostle to the Gentiles, and in revealing to him personally the previously hidden truths of the nature of the church. (Peter had been given the essential core of this in Acts 10:1-11:18; 15:7-21.) These truths showed that the Church was something new that Christ was building, Mt 16:16-18; Eph 2:8-3:12. Peter and the other Apostles acknowledged this, 2:6-9.

sent not OF/from men NEITHER/nor by men **9 but by- The one preposition Dia- by, through, from, is used for Jesus Christ and God the Father. This reminds us that they are both God, and an inseparable unity. They are in being, person and purpose, ONE, Jn 1:1; 10:30; 14:8-9.  Jesus Christ- If he had been commissioned by the Jerusalem Apostles, or by any other human being, they would have had the authority to make him change his message so that it conformed to their original intention. But as it was Jesus Christ who had commissioned Paul, He was the only one who had the right to re-direct him, or to change his message. Cp Mt 19:6. Paul was answerable only to his Lord, and He had continued to confirm and develop Paul’s understanding of those truths. 

Footnote **6 The FTs seem to have claimed that only the Jerusalem Apostles were genuine, so Paul’s Gospel couldn’t be trusted. In fact as Jerusalem was the fanatical centre of Judaism, and had crucified Christ, the Apostles there were under pressure to distort the Gospel in order to avoid persecution. 

Footnote **7 Paul had been a Pharisee, a strictly orthodox Jew, named Saul, Acts 7:58; 9:4, etc. As a Benjamite, Phil 3:5 he had the name of the greatest man of his tribe - Israel’s 1st king, Saul. Jews living among the Gentiles often took a Greek or Roman name that had a similar sound. So Saul was also Paul. Jesus was also Justus, Col 4:11. 

Footnote **8 An Apostle was one who was sent on a mission with full authority to represent and act on behalf of the one who sent him. In Jn 20:21 the Lord Jesus said the Father had sent (Apostello- sent as an Apostle- Apostolos,) Him as His authorised messenger. Cp Heb 3:1. An Apostolos spoke with the authority of the one who had sent him, so the Lord’s Apostles spoke with the authority of the Lord when they spoke in fellowship with Him. The word Apostolos is also used in a lesser sense of a “messenger,” Phil 2:25, etc, who had no more authority than his sender had.

When we talk of “The Apostles” we mean the 12 disciples our Lord chose and sent, Mt 10:2; Acts 1:2, 26, etc. And Paul, chosen and sent by the risen Lord to be the Apostle to the Gentiles, Acts 9:3-6, 15; 22:1-21; 26:12-18; 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8-11; 1 Tim 1:11-12. Paul lived, spoke, and wrote conscious of the fact that He was commissioned by God to proclaim with authority the Gospel message of Salvation in Jesus Christ. 

   And it was obvious that the Lord was continuing to bless his Gospel – the existence of churches in Galatia etc were solid evidence of this. Cp 2:6-9; Acts 15:22-33; 2 Pet 3:15-16. While the Lord Jesus often calls people through those who preach the Gospel to them, Paul is insisting that he became an Apostle – a specially authorised messenger – by the direct action of God. This means that if they refuse to obey what Paul is writing in this letter, they, in rejecting Paul, would also be rejecting those who sent him -  the Lord Jesus and God the Father. 

God the Father- Fatherhood involves the giving of life, God the Father raised the Son to life, Rom 4:24-25; 8:11; 10:9. He did this by His Spirit, Rom 1:4, and by His Spirit He gives us life, 3:2-3. As a Jew Paul had known God as the All-powerful Creator, righteous, and holy, yet caring in Love for His people, certain to keep His promises, eager to bless them, and provide means of blessing them. As a Jew Saul had known God as One, Deu 6:4. Through Jesus Christ, speaking from the Glory, and the work of the Spirit, Paul knew God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Acts 7:56, 9:3-6 Rom 1:4; Heb 9:14. Paul directs their attention steadily to Christ and the Cross as providing for all their spiritual needs. 

who raised him from the dead- Cp Rom 1:4. That God had raised Him from the dead demonstrated that His atoning sacrifice as the Lamb of God had taken away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29, and God was completely satisfied with the work of Christ for our salvation. This ruled out any turning back of obedient trust from the Living Lord to the Law of His dead servant Moses. The Resurrection is a central truth of the Gospel, Acts 17:18, 31; Rom 1:4; 1 Cor 15:16-20; 1 Pet 1:3, and the basis for Christian life. It gives witness to the unlimited power with which God works in our lives, Rom 10:8-14; Eph 1:19-20; Col 2:8-16. 

BRETHREN/brothers with me- He reminds them that the Gospel which he defends in this epistle is shared by his fellow-workers and beyond that by the Churches in general. The brothers aren’t named, perhaps because the Galatians hadn’t met them, or they’re irrelevant because he’s insisting that his Apostleship and Message arise from direct contact with the Lord, undiluted by human involvement or approval. Yet as far as the truth of the Gospel, 2:5, 14, he assures them that there is a group working with him in complete unity. Cp Rom 16:3-16. 

UNTO/to the churches– They are autonomous units, each responsible directly to the Lord their Head, His Word the Bible, and His Apostle, Paul. OF/in Galatia- In Acts 13, 14, and 16:1-5 we read of Paul evangelising towns in the Roman province of Galatia, and all that is written in this epistle makes sense if written to Christians there. 

Footnote **9 Churches and individuals were associated with him and his ministry, Ananias, Acts 9:10-19, Barnabas, Acts 9:27; 11:25-26, the Antioch church, Acts 13:2-4, but the ultimate source was God. Cp 1 Cor 12:28-29.

1:3 Grace- The unmerited, generous, wise response of God to our need. Cp Jn 1:12-17. Paul uses the word over 100x, for the Grace of God that receives us freely in loving kindness, and provides all we need in that same spirit. Grace gives freely, and what it gives is claimed and used by Faith. Law demands, and exacts full penalty for failure to meet those demands. The Law set standards for men to live up to so as to have God’s approval and fellowship. Grace looks for sinners conscious enough of their failure, helplessness and dirt to be able to accept as a free gift forgiveness, justification, and glorious likeness to the Son of God their Saviour, Rom 8:29. Grace sums up God’s undeserved love, and limitless favour towards man, proclaimed in the Gospel message, 1:6; 2:9, 21; 5:4; 6:18. It’s the good news that, quite apart from human activity, God acted in Christ to give access to all people into the new creation in which He is making all things right, Rom 5:2. It sums up all God’s goodness to us in Christ offered in the Gospel and received when Christ is received. 

He greets them as in Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:3; 2 Cor 1:2; Eph 1:2; Phil 1:2. The fact that he can’t praise them doesn’t mean that he has given them up as hopeless. When things go wrong, as they have at Galatia, Paul begins by taking them back to their source – God’s Grace and election. Brought back to that point they can see that there is nothing that they can do to initiate or develop the life that pleases God. Grace makes provision for every need. It grants salvation to sinners, who turn to Him for refuge. Grace has saved them and is pledged to complete the work He has begun in them, Phil 1:6.

peace- When a sinner yields to the Grace of God he begins to know the peace with God that comes from being forgiven and saved, Col 1:20. And to know peace from God to be enjoyed, lived out, and shared with others. Grace and peace are the blessings Paul wishes for the Galatians and which he knows they are now turning away from. Jews greet and farewell etc other by saying Shalom- peace. In the Bible this means total well-being, total health, spiritual, emotional and physical wholeness. Paul says Grace and peace, not as an empty form of words, but with their full Bible meaning. And in doing so he is laying the foundation for the doctrinal statements and practical exhortations that will follow in the body of the epistle. They are prayer-wishes, “May God cause you to enjoy grace, and peace, in every aspect of your life.” Grace and Peace are a brief summary of the Gospel, Eph 6:23-24; 2 Pet 1:2. 

From God THE/our Father- Note that in this early Epistle, written less than 20 years after the death of Christ, it was so much taken for granted that the Father and the Son were equally God, that one pronoun, our was used to cover either or both. The Father and Son are the source of the Gospel, and completely at one in regard to it, and in everything else, Jn 8:15-16; 10:30. The Son does the Father’s will, Jn 8:29. The Father draws men to the Son, Jn 6:44, and the Son is the only way of approach to Him, Jn 14:6. The Grace of God is also the grace of Christ, 1:6; 2:21. The nature of the grace, and of the peace, is determined by the fact that it comes from God the Father, and Jesus Christ, through the incarnation-cross-resurrection, etc.

OUR/the Lord Jesus Christ- The centrality and all-sufficiency of Jesus the Saviour is vital truth. By insisting that the Gospel must be fitted into the framework of the OT Law Covenant the FTs were undercutting the Lordship of Christ. To suggest that through the Cross of Christ, and our faith in Him, Christ will be with us to help us keep the Law and live to God’s glory makes Christ and His Cross merely a contribution to the process of our living to the Glory of God. Against this Paul says the Grace and Peace of the Gospel come under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Lord- the Great Master-Owner-Conqueror, Jesus- Saviour, and Christ- the anointed Servant-Son of God. Who because He is all these things is able to save everyone who comes to God through Him, Heb 7:25.

1:4-5 Who gave himself- That He volunteered is stated emphatically. Cp 2:20; Jn 10:11, 17, 18; Eph 5:2, 25, yet He was given by God, Jn 3:16; Rom 8:32. Our sins didn’t cause Christ’s dying. Christ GAVE Himself as an atoning sacrifice, the Lamb of God, Mercy Seat/Propitiation, etc, Jn 1:29; Rom 3:25; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Tim 2:6; Titus 2:14; Heb 9:13-14; 1 Jn 2:2; 4:10. He handed Himself over to God to have done to Him all that was needed for us to be redeemed, reconciled, forgiven, justified, sanctified, glorified. 

For our sins- **10 To free us from their guilt and condemnation that would drag us down to Hell, and to save us from sinning in our day-to-day living. Paul reminds them of the tremendous cost of their Salvation that provided the Grace and Peace proclaimed in the Gospel. By stating this Paul lays the foundation for the whole argument that Salvation is by faith in Christ alone. **11 As God the Son has given Himself for our Salvation, it’s ridiculous to imagine that they can add to it by their efforts at Law-keeping. The greatness and generosity of our Lord’s self-surrender is stressed to emphasize the presumption of those who teach that His work was insufficient, and must be supplemented by our good works of Law-keeping. This would dishonour Christ, and rob us of the benefit of His saving work, 2:21; 5:2-4; Mt 1:21; Jn 1:29; 1 Cor 15:3; 1 Pet 2:24. If the readers accept the truth stated here they will be moved towards accepting the fuller exposition of the Gospel that he gives later.  

THAT HE MIGHT/to DELIVER/rescue us- Exaireo- **12 Not remove us from, but rescue, deliver us from the power of it, Jn 17:15. Cp Ps 37:40. 

Footnote **10 Christ's death for us bring forgiveness for our sins, but also liberation from the enslaving power of sin, Rom 6:10-23. We nay explore the blessed consequences of Christ’s death by reading 2:20; Isa 53:5-6; 12; ; Mk 10:45; Rom 4:25; 5:6-8, 14-15; 8:32; Eph 5:2, 25; Col 1:21-22; 1 Tim 2:6; Titus 2:14, etc. 

Footnote **11 The three essentials of the Gospel are that Christ gave Himself for our sins. That Christ sets us free from this present evil age. And that Christ was obedient to the will of God in doing this. 

Footnote **12 Peter wrote of Jews being liberated from the emptiness of the Law-keeping Jewish life-style, 1 Pet 1:18-19. Exaireo is used of the deliverance-rescue of Joseph, Israel, Peter and Paul, Acts 7:10, 34; 12:11; 23:27; 26:17. Christ’s death is a past event that brings forgiveness of our sins, and also delivers us from bondage to the present evil world, and to the Law, 3:23-24. If we’re slaves to them, it’s because we choose to refuse the deliverance provided for us to take up and use by faith. 

   From this flows our future deliverance into the blessedness of the age to come when this present age is ended by God’s intervention in Judgment. We have been Justified, put right with God, and set free from the prison of Law-obedience, 3:22-27. And we’re being set free to live day by day in the freedom of Spirit-led sonship, 4:4-7; 5:13-25. The deliverance Christians experience in this present life is the foretaste and guarantee of the future deliverance, Rom 8:1-30. 

present evil WORLD/age- Aion- Age, world situation or environment. **13 Not just the present age as a period of time, but also the way life is lived in that period, Jn 17:15; 1 Cor 1:20; 2:12; 3:19; 7:31; 1 Jn 2:15-17. It’s the world created by Adam’s choice of independence from God. His rebellion left our world dominated by evil, Satan being its god 2 Cor 4:4, and prince, Jn 12:31; 14:30. So it’s characterised by wickedness, Rom 12:2; Eph 2:1-3; 6:12. By saying it’s the present age Paul reminds us that it’s not permanent - and commitment to it, in spite of its pleasures and treasures, is a disaster when the age ends in judgment. The glorious coming age will replace it permanently, Eph 1:20-22; 2 Pet 3:11-14. This age is evil, in its moral and political corruption. But also in its spiritual corruption that teaches that by rituals, ceremonies, rules, self-effort or self-sacrifice man can please God and fulfil his responsibilities to his Creator. In teaching the Galatians that taking up the covenant of Law-obedience was a step towards God the FTs were urging that sort of evil. All such efforts to deliver themselves were taking them out of the hands of the only possible Deliverer. (Cp Charles Kingsley’s comment on the work of the Anglo Catholics “All the appliances of religion to deliver a man out of the hands of a merciful God were speedily requisitioned.”)

According to the will of our God.. Father- God is our Father. The self-sacrifice of Jesus was carried out in fellowship with God the Father, in fulfilment of His will, purposes, plan. Cp Rom 5:8; 1 Cor 11:23. Salvation was planned and provided by God Himself, and won for us in the person and work of Jesus Christ His Son, Eph 1:3-10. How silly it is for anyone to think they can improve on God’s planned and perfect provision for us in Christ. 

Footnote **13 The distinction between this present age and the age to come was familiar to Jews. That people found this life unsatisfactory was obvious to everyone, Rom 8:20-22. Scripture shows it is also evil from God’s point of view. To prepare us for the coming age, God sent His Law, His Son, 3:23-25, and His Spirit, 4:4-6. Our present life involves warfare, 5:17, as we’re part of the new creation, a sort of bridgehead for the coming age, giving those around us the chance to cross over to the Lord’s side – we’re ambassadors, 2 Cor 5:12-21. Following the outward forms of religion normal to this world will not prepare us for the spiritual kingdom. Jn 18:36; Rom 8:7-9; 2 Cor 10:3-5, etc. God has already won the victory. The power for our victory is in Christ, experienced by faith working through love, 5:5-6.  We’re to stand with the Spirit against the flesh, strengthened by knowing what the outcome will be, 5:13-6:10. These messages can be summed up as saying. God has done it! You are to live it out because God has done it, and because God will do it! It’s completed when we all stand in His presence and likeness, Rom 8:16-28; 1 Jn 3:1-2. 

   Those who belittle the work of the Son and insist on Law-keeping, are in opposition to the Father, who rejoiced in that work, and in its finality, Jn 4:34; 6:38; 10:17-18; Rom 8:32; Heb 1:1-3. **14

To whom be glory- We should praise God that Jesus our Lord has done the will of God in giving Himself, for our sins, and setting us free from this evil world and its doom. Those who, like the FTs, try to please God by their efforts at keeping the Law, or other rules, minimise the work of Christ, and therefore rob Him, and God the Father, of the glory due to them through what was accomplished at Calvary. 

Forever.. Amen- Paul leads the Galatians in wonder at, and praise for the saving work of Christ crucified, and confesses the glory of it will last undimmed forever. The present age is evil, but, when it’s completed, what God has accomplished in it through the cross of Christ, will be seen to glorify His Name, 1 Cor 15:20-28; Eph 3:10; Phil 2:9-11; Col 1:15-20; 2:9-15; Rev 5; 19:6-21, etc. Paul couldn’t begin by thanking God for what the Galatians had done so he rejoices in the Lord and praises Him for what He has done. Looking to God and honouring him, would refresh his soul before he tackled the difficult task. Such outbursts of praise are used to conclude a statement of God’s glorious work on our behalf, and they provide us with a form of words by which we can readily express our praise to God for what He has done. Cp Rom 11:36; 16:27; Eph 3:21; 1 Tim 1:17. Paul would hope that as they heard read this summary of the glorious work of Christ that has relegated circumcision and Law-keeping to the past, they would join him in a hearty Amen. If they do so, it will help them to see their error and folly. Man’s Salvation is the work of Christ alone. So all the credit and Glory from it is to be given to Him. The proper response is for us to believe that, accept salvation, and live in the joy and strength of it. And say Amen to what God promises in the Gospel, 2 Cor 1:19-22. 

1:6-10 Paul’s Shock -  They had Forsaken the Gospel 

 (Paul liked to commend what he could and commonly began letters by giving thanks for the grace of God and the progress it had enabled them to make, as in Rom 1:7-8; 1 Cor 1:4-9. But here the Gospel, and their enjoyment of what it offered, was at stake. So, instead of polite words that might help them to be contented in apostasy, Paul uses blunt words expressing surprise, indignation, and concern. They had responded to the Gospel and seemed to have trusted Christ and become God’s children. They were now stepping back to live in the pattern of life taught by the Pharisees who had crucified Christ and insisted on Law-keeping, and self-gained righteousness. Paul is shocked at their turning from the Gospel, and angry with those who were turning them back to Law-keeping slavery.   So, he voices God’s curse on those who turn converts from His 

Footnote ** 14 In the OT men tried to obey the Law, and animals were offered as sacrifices to God to cover human failure to keep the Law. Some Christians acknowledge that Christ has replaced animal sacrifices by His once-and-for-all sacrifice, but think this left God’s people the responsibility to keep the Law as well as they can so as to make a minimal claim on Christ to cover their failures. But the whole Law-system has been replaced by God’s action, Heb 8:9-13: 9:14-15. 

   ways, Mt 18:6-9 - he’d say the same of himself if he were to teach what they were teaching. His sole motive in coming and preaching the Gospel to them, and now in writing to them, was to please God. His grateful love for the One who had called him is reflected in his loving concern for the Galatians.  

This section is introduced by Thaumazo, which Paul uses, as was common in Greek letters at the time, to express astonishment, rebuke, disapproval and disappointment. Paul uses it because that’s what he feels at the news that they had failed to continue trusting in, and living by, the Gospel he had brought to them – 1:6, 9; 3:1-5; 4:8-11.)

1:6 I MARVEL/am astonished- Thaumazo- Shocked amazement, bewilderment, as in Mt 8:27; 9:8, etc. What I hear you have done is incredible – surely it can’t be true! It makes no sense considering what you were when I left you, etc. so quickly deserting- So soon after their conversion, they had turned from their joyful life in Christ on the basis of the Gospel. **15 The FTs had come and said that to live in fellowship with God they must be circumcised and keep the Law = become Jews. So they were turning from/deserting - present tense – this was the way they were going, but Paul is urging them to repent and return to the Lord. They were turning from faith in Christ and the Gospel to faith in Moses and the Law, and deserting the Gospel army of God. 
HIM/the one who called you- God had called them 1:15, 5:8; Rom 9:11-12, 24; 1 Th 2:12; 5:24. Cp Rom 4:17; 8:28-30; Eph 1:18; 4:1; Phil 3:14; 1 Th 4:7; 2 Th 1:11; 2 Tim 1:9. The Holy Spirit had applied the Gospel invitation to their hearts and minds and they had received full and free salvation as they responded in faith to that gracious call. By taking up Law-keeping they were turning from Christ who had called them in the Gospel. **16 Paul is challenging these people to remember and return to Christ. 

INTO/by- en the grace of Christ- Grace is the mark of the true Gospel. Some Mss have of Jesus Christ, or of Christ, or of God, so probably the original was simply OF/by grace. Scribes could have filled it out in different ways to make it clear that it’s talking about the grace of God that comes to us by Jesus Christ, and in the Gospel offers Him to us as Saviour. Cp 1:3, 15; 2:21; 5:4; 6:18. The whole emphasis of the epistle is that in contrast to the demand for obedience made by the Law, in the Gospel God is offering Salvation freely in grace, calling people to receive Christ as their Saviour and with Him every blessing, now and forever. 

Footnote **15 Their action in turning from Christ and the Gospel was startling and unreasonable. So was Israel’s quick turning from God and the covenant of Sinai to worship the Golden calf. Israel claimed they were still worshipping the Lord, and the FTs that their teaching was “the Gospel,” Ex 32:1-5. Cp Judg 2:17; Isa 1:2; Rev 20:7-9. 

Footnote **16 In a sense Paul was the one who had called them, and they were deserting him for their new teachers. But Paul never refers to himself or any other man “Calling” people. In preaching the Gospel Paul made it clear he was merely the servant-slave of Christ presenting His Master’s message, 2 Cor 4:5. And it was Christ Himself to whom they had responded, and it had been in Christ’s name they had been baptised, 1 Cor 1:13. The Gospel, in one sense, calls all who hear it. That in a different sense only those who respond and are saved are truly the called is stated clearly in Jn 10:27-28; Rom 8:28-29; 11:29. 

turning UNTO/to- Eis ANOTHER/a different- Heteros- A different kind of. gospel- The Gospel proclaims that Salvation is provided in Christ crucified, alone, and offered freely by grace to those who will receive it by faith. No doubt the FTs  said they believed this (as Jehovah’s Witnesses and Mormons have assured me they did) but the rest of their teachings makes nonsense of such a claim. The FTs claimed that their message was the Gospel – the FULL Gospel **17 But by adding Law-keeping to the Gospel they made it a different way of being right with God. (If one star is added to the NZ Flag, it ceases to be our flag, and becomes the flag of Australia!) 

The Pharisee Christian FTs, Acts 15:5, insisted that Salvation received from Jesus Christ could be experienced only within the framework of Law-keeping -  the old wine-skins of the Law, Lk 5:37-38. But unless the work of Christ on the Cross was full and final in providing salvation to those who believed, there could be no assured Salvation. Unless Believers are justified, sanctified, glorified by faith and the work of the indwelling Spirit without depending on their efforts at Law-keeping, they had no secure basis for living in fellowship with God. If they were looking to the Law, they could never see Christ, or hear His proclamation of their justification, or at the end of life, hear His Well done! 

1:7 NOT ANOTHER/really no gospel at all- Allos– Another of the same kind. It is Heteros– a different kind of Gospel, 1:6. Not “Good News” at all. Preachers may use the Bible, use Bible language and offer the good things God offers in the Bible, but God has authorised only one Gospel that offers His Salvation on His terms. The moment any so-called “Gospel” adds a requirement that Christians must DO something for their Salvation, we know their efforts must fail, Rom 8:2-3. The work Christ finished on the Cross can never fail, and those who trust in it alone, are forever safe.

BUT/Evidently- Ei Me- Except that. The FTs’ message is a Gospel only in the sense that those who preach it try to get people to accept it as the Gospel. Paul wants the Galatians to face the fact that in accepting the new message they’re turning from the Gospel of Christ crucified, which saved them from their sins and made them God’s children.  He has called the FTs’ message another- different Gospel, not because there can be an alternative Gospel. He is saying “You have a new Gospel? But is it the Gospel? Do the new ideas grow naturally out of the old and enhance it, or is it a cancer that will nullify and destroy you?” Cp Mt 9:16-17; Mk 2:21-22; Lk 5:36-39. 

some people- The FTs of the Pharisee party in the church, Acts 15:1, 5. Cp 5:10-12.  TROUBLE/throwing into confusion- Tarasso– To disturb mentally with
Footnote **17 Today some claim to be FULL Gospel churches, because they add speaking in tongues, etc to their “Gospel.” But those who demand such things, Law-works, conforming to the rules of some church, or anything else are discrediting Christ and the Gospel.

   excitement, perplexity or fear, as in Mt 2:3; 14:26; Jn 14:1. **18 Present tense– they were working at it as Paul wrote. He is challenging the readers to wake up to what was happening. The Galatian Christians had been thrown into a panic, unable to think rationally or be confident in the Gospel. The new message made them doubt if they were saved, really God’s children, etc.

WOULD/trying to- Thelo. Want to, wish to. It was their intention in their teaching. Pervert- Metastrepho- To distort, pervert, as in Jas 4:9, turn laughter to mourning. The FTs claimed their teaching was a fuller Gospel. In fact it frustrated God’s Gospel. Anything added to the Gospel distorts it, makes it less clear/effective, and its tendency is always to choke off the truth of God. **19 

the gospel of Christ- The Gospel belonging to Christ,  the Good News about who He is, His actions, purposes, and triumphs provided by the saving Grace of God. The Good News that offers Christ to its hearers, so that all who believe the Gospel receive Him. **20 They say they are preaching the Gospel of Christ, but by adding Law-keeping to it they are making Christ’s Gospel an addition to the OT Covenant. Cp 5:3-4. They seem to have preached Christ as completing the work of Moses, by enabling men to keep the Law. The FTs would have emphasised the continuity between OT and NT to try to fit the Gospel within the OT Frame. Paul will use the OT to show that it is fulfilled in God the Son, who died and rose in triumph to send out His Gospel which grants to those who believe, the promised blessings. Cp Isa 52:7/ Rom 10:15. 

1:8 But THOUGH/even if we, or an angel.. preach ANY OTHER/a gospel- Preachers of alternatives to the Gospel may be impressive in their church leadership position, their scholarship, the gifts of person and personality that give them influence over others, or in gifts of working apparent miracles. But it’s their relation to God, and the Gospel He has authorised, that is vital, Mt 7:22-27. And whether those who listen to them are moved towards or away from God and His Gospel. It isn’t the outward show of the messenger that proves his message true. It’s the truth of the message that proves he is a true messenger – or not. Godly men can be deceived and turn back from the truth. Satan Himself can seem to be an Angel of light offering new insights or wonderful blessings, 2 Cor 11:14. But Christ is God’s full and final message to this world, Heb 1:1-3. 

Footnote **18 Similar confusion is caused today when Christians in poor health are assured by “Full Gospel,” teachers that if they ask in Faith their heavenly Father must heal them, because he loves them. When healing doesn’t come they may lose confidence in God, and in their salvation, thinking “If I were a child of God He would have healed me.”

Footnote **19 The Law had its place in the purposes of God as a preparation for Christ, 3:21-25. But the FTs had confused them by demanding that people saved by Faith in Christ and the Gospel, born of God, living as sons of God by the Spirit of God should put the clock back and live under the Law. Claiming that this was the true Gospel they changed the Gospel of Christ into the opposite of its true meaning. 

Footnote **20 Gospel of Christ is a term used in Mk 1:1; Rom 1:16; 15:19, 29; 1 Cor 9:12, 18; 2 Cor 2:12; 4:4; 9:13; 10:14; Phil 1:27; 1 Th 3:2; 2 Th 1:8. It’s called the Gospel of God in Rom 1:1-3; 15:16; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Th 2:2, 8-9; 1 Tim 1:11; 1 Pet 4:17. 

Other than- Para- It may seem to be a parallel message, an equivalent one, coming from the same source and going towards the same goal. But no matter how much of the same vocabulary it uses, how similar it may seem, its source and goal are different. It neither comes from God nor leads to God. we preached to you- The Lord had revealed the Gospel to Paul and he had received it. He handed it on to the Galatians unchanged in form and substance, 3:1; 1 Cor 15:3-8, and they had received it. It was what Jude called The faith given once and for all (all people-all time.) To turn from that Gospel is to turn from Christ. Because its source is God, its form and content is God-given, no one must dare to add to it or ignore parts of it. Cp 2 Tim 3:15-16; 2 Pet 1:20-21 ; Rev 22:18-20. Human tradition has value only as it preserves or supports the God-given Gospel/ Scriptures. Unless tradition yields to God’s unchanging word, it will deceive and destroy those who follow it, no matter how sincere and zealous they are. Cp Mt 15:3, 6. Mk 7:13. Any so-called Gospel that failed to conform to the Gospel given to and preached by Paul was, in the measure it differed, a false gospel. The Apostles at Jerusalem had checked the Gospel as Paul preached it, and found no defects in it, no need to alter it, 2:6-9. So the Gospel was established in the mouth of two witnesses, Deu 17:6 – the Jerusalem Apostles, and Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles. **21

ACCURSED/eternally condemned- Anathema. As in Rom 9:3; 1 Cor 12:3; 16:22. **22 The Gospel message comes from God and transforms people’s lives according to His eternal purpose that they should become His children in order to become like His Son, Rom 8:29. The Gospel preached by Paul, as set out in Romans, etc, is the way Christ offers Himself and His Salvation to us. Paul was 100% certain that God gave him the Gospel in the form in which he preached it. And as God never withdraws His promises, Rom 11:29, if he changed its form it would bring him under God’s curse. Even an Angel bringing them a changed Gospel - if that were possible - would be under God’s curse. Those whose teaching frustrates God’s purposes of grace place themselves under the curse that the true Gospel frees men from. They must be barred from teaching, and if they keep trying to spread their wrong ideas the Galatian churches will need to exclude them from their fellowships, 4:30. Cp 1 Cor 5:3-5.

Footnote **21 Those at Jerusalem had spent three years as disciples of Jesus, and their loyalty to Him had been well tested. The Spirit had continued to add to their understanding of the Gospel, Jn 16:7-15, but they lived at the heart of Judaism, under constant pressure from the old traditions, Acts 2:46; 3:1; 5:42; 21:17-25. They found it hard to appreciate the full significance of what they believed and preached– Acts 2:39; 10:9-16, 25-28, 34-35, 44-48. 11:1-18. Paul had the advantage of a wider contact with Gentiles and their culture, and of a full education in the Torah, Acts 22:3. His whole experience of the Lord Jesus was a spiritual one, and against the background of many cultures and places. 

Footnote **22 Anathema Translates OT Cherem. It meant something handed over to God for Him to deal with. Sometimes dedicated to His service, as in Lk 21:5, LXX Lev 27:28-29, or, as here, dedicated to His Judgment destruction. As in LXX Deu 7:26; Josh 6:17-18; 7:11-13, 15. etc. 

1:9 As we.. said.. I say again- This may mean he is repeating what he had just said to emphasise that it’s true. But it’s likely he is reminding them that when he was with them he had said similar things - that the Gospel message was the only way anyone, anywhere, could be saved. Peter also preached this, Acts 4:10-12; 17:29-31. He may also have warned them against distortions of the Gospel. The words are a typical reminder of past instruction. Cp 5:3, 21; 1 Cor 15:3; 2 Cor 7:3; 13:2; 1 Th 4:1; 2 Th 2:5. 

If anybody PREACH/is preaching ANY OTHER gospel other- As the FTs were. that RECEIVED/you accepted- Paralambano– To receive personally, make one’s own, benefit from. It was used as a technical word for receiving and passing on an authoritative statement as in 1:12; 1 Cor 11:23; 15:3; 1 Th 2:13; 2 Th 3:6. The Galatians had received the Gospel as Paul and Barnabas had preached it to them, and in response they were individually saved and collectively formed into churches. Paul repeats and emphasises that anyone preaching an alternative Gospel must come under God’s righteous judgment, so certainly these self-appointed FTs had brought themselves under God’s judgment.

ACCURSED/eternally condemned- Anathema- There is only one way of Salvation, and that is by responding to the Gospel, and receiving the Lord and Saviour it presents. All who refuse this damn themselves forever. Therefore those who distort that Gospel, and tempt people with alternatives are doubly damned because they are calling others to damnation. As God’s Apostle, authorised messenger and agent, Paul is proclaiming God’s curse on those who are contradicting God’s Gospel, and putting in its place a false message that discredits Christ and His work. And in the measure they are successful, this will frustrate His eternal purposes. 

Paul wasn’t being unreasonably harsh. The addition they made to the Gospel, repudiated the all-sufficiency of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. It was like adding a drop of poison to a healthful drink, as it cut them off from Christ and grace, 5:2-3. The FTs were the disciples of those the Lord condemned for adding to God’s Word, Mt 23:15-33; Lk 11:46; Acts 15:5. By pronouncing God’s curse on the teachers, Paul was warning that those who followed their teaching would bring themselves also under God’s curse. This is still true of churches where the hymns sung may proclaim the Gospel of God’s Grace, and the sermon deny it. 

1:10 PERSUADE/win approval of men **23 or God?- Paul’s words suggest that the FTs had accused him of dropping the requirement of circumcision and obedience to God’s Law in order to make it easier for Gentiles to accept the Gospel. **24 (Some preachers do omit unpopular truth.) Paul asks them if they really thought that the Gospel he preached was made up to say what people wanted to hear. The FTs taught that people could please God by Law-keeping if they accepted the death of a small part of their body by circumcision. Paul preached the Gospel that demanded the total death of the self, 2:20; 5:24, and so was much less pleasing to people. His calling down a curse on those who preached alternative Gospels, 1:8-9, proved he didn’t flatter everybody! 

DO I SEEK/am I trying to please men?- **25 This repeats the question more strongly. The Greek means Am I deliberately setting out to say what they want to hear in order to win their approval? By repeating the question Paul is reminding the readers that they knew from what they had experienced of his preaching such a suggestion was ridiculous, Acts 13:46-50; 14:5-6, 14-19, 22.

If I YET/were still- Before his conversion he had worked eagerly at being a popular leader among the Pharisees, 1:13-14; Phil 3:1-8. That had been men-pleasing. PLEASED/trying to please men- The teachers who opposed him were themselves aiming at pleasing the Jewish community, and achieving acceptance among them by making Gentile Christians obey the Law = making them Jews. Cp 6:12-13. 

Footnote **23 Of course, in a sense, in his preaching Paul WAS trying to persuade men, but did so to win them for the Lord, Acts 17:2-4; 26:28-29; 1 Cor 1:23-2:5; 2 Cor 5:15-21. And he relied on the truth of the Gospel proclaimed and illustrated rationally, and the witness of the Spirit of God in the hearts of the hearers, presenting Christ to their mind/heart/spirit, while he presented Him to their ears. Religious cults, and preachers of “popular Gospels” rely on building a message that appeals to man’s natural desires – gives him a good opinion of himself, the hope of a richer fuller life in health, wealth and happiness, 1 Tim 6:5-6; 2 Pet 2:1-3. Or they appeal to human curiosity and love of mystery by offering what they call ancient traditions, universal principles, mystical powers and experiences, objects or actions that will enable one to tune into powers, or trigger blessings and benefits. 

Footnote **24 As noted on Page 4, Greeks had a strong objection to being circumcised, so that few of those who attended the Synagogue accepted circumcision and became Jews. That the Gospel was received warmly by some male Gentile “God-Fearers” was by God’s design, as Paul was preaching the Gospel God gave him. A modern Jewish writer, P Lapide, comments that it was impossible that Gentiles generally could join Jews in their exclusiveness. He says “It was therefore necessary for the majority of Jews to reject their Messiah, and a minority who accepted Him be driven out to proclaim the knowledge of God to the world at large.”  
Footnote **25 Paul isn’t saying he doesn’t care whether he offends people or not. He selflessly adjusted his behaviour and speech to give the minimum offence to people, and gain the maximum good-will to gain the best possible hearing for the Gospel, 1 Cor 9:19-23; 10:31-33. But his whole purpose of heart and mind in this was to please His Lord by prospering His Gospel. Cp 1 Cor 4:1-5; 1 Tim 1:11-17, etc. Jewish Believers could express their faith in Christ, by continuing in the traditional forms of Judaism, Acts 16:3; 21:17-26; Rom 14:1-15:17. But when circumcision and Law-keeping were preached as being required of Gentile Christians, he called down a curse on such preachers. 
   It wasn’t that Paul was a failure at that sort of thing, it was that God in His Grace had granted him something wonderfully better, Acts 22:1-21; 24:10-21; 26:4-20; Phil 3:1-9. Cp 2 Cor 11:17-33; 1 Th 2:4-6. He had abandoned the Law, not to please Gentiles, but as a joyful acknowledgement of Christ as his Redeemer, Saviour, Lord and Owner. 

a servant- Doulos– Slave.  of Christ- Christ had freed Paul from the yoke of slavery, 5:1 - set him free from sin and from the Law with its condemnation, by the redemption that is in Christ. In response he became the slave of righteousness, as totally dependent on Christ and acknowledging no will apart from His will, Rom 6:18, 22; 12:1-3. In accepting Christ as his Lord and Saviour Paul had put himself completely in His hands, and committed himself to being His willing, servant-slave, eager to please Him and completely under His orders. That made it impossible for him to aim to please men, Mt 6:24. Paul does what Christ says. Of course that’s good for his hearers, but often what he says they won’t find pleasing, as it will be death to their selfish desires. The next section recounts the when, how, and why of Paul’s becoming the Lord’s servant. And his continuing to live and preach under the Lord’s orders and authority. 

1:11-17 God Gave the Gospel to Paul

 (This is vitally important. That the Gospel he preached was given to Paul by revelation direct from Jesus Christ means that all men must bow to it or be under God’s judgment. Paul summarises his life in the years immediately before and after his conversion. When rescued from fanatical Judaism by God’s grace he didn’t go to Jerusalem for advice, but went to Arabia, and Damascus. This meant that he had reached a solid understanding of the God-given Gospel and its effectiveness before he had contact with the Apostles at Jerusalem.)

1:11-12 BUT I CERTIFY/want you to know- Paul uses this form of words when he tackles a situation in which the Gospel itself is at stake, 1 Cor 12:1-3; 15:1; 2 Cor 8:1. They couldn’t help knowing much of what follows, but may be choosing to forget it. Paul insists that they remember and think of these things, face these facts. BRETHREN/brothers- He is pleading with them to remember that they belong together in the Father’s family, Eph 3:14. The word Brothers is used to emphasize the affectionate, mutually helpful attitude of Christians to one another, Rom 14:10, 13, 15; 1 Cor 6:5-8; 8:11-13; 15:58.  

That the gospel..  I preached BY ME- The Gospel he had preached to the Galatians, and to which they had responded and been blessed with Salvation. It was the Gospel message he preached everywhere he went so he calls it My Gospel in Rom 2:16; 16:25; 2 Tim 2:8. What Paul preached was, in principle, identical to that of the apostles at Jerusalem, 1 Cor 15:1-11. In practice, as Jews in Jerusalem they tended to interpret and apply it from a Jewish point of view. And Pharisee Christians put pressure on the leaders that clouded their vision of Christ’s Gospel, and Paul’s stewardship of it, Acts 21:17-25.

Is not AFTER/something man made up- Kata Anthropos- Literally not according to man. It’s not produced by people’s ideas. It’s not a man-style message, not the kind of Salvation human minds would think up and approve. It differs in character and content from what a human mind would write or a human heart desire. 

FOR I- I is emphatic. NEITHER RECEIVED/did not receive it OF/from any man- No man told him this good news – God did. It didn’t come to him from any human source. The FTs claimed that the sole authority in the Christian Church belonged to the Jerusalem Apostles, and that the form of the Gospel Paul preached showed that he had failed to get it right so must correct it. Against this demand that he submit his Gospel to human correction, he insists that he is answerable to God alone for what God gave him. 

NEITHER/Nor was I taught it- This refers to his understanding of the Gospel. No man taught me what this good news was or what it meant. Cp Eph 3:3-11. Of course he had heard enough of the Christian Gospel, including Stephen’s testimony, Acts 7:58, to hate it and to persecute Christians. But he saw it distorted through the lens of his prejudices as a Pharisee. His understanding of its essential nature, purpose and power, came entirely from the Lord’s breaking in on his life, and revealing Christ to him. He then experienced the Grace of God as a personal reality, and God gave him an understanding of the truths he was experiencing. Whatever information Paul had received about Christ from men, was absorbed into Christ’s revelation of Himself and His Gospel. And he  realised the glorious character, purpose, and functioning of the Gospel. Any details of Christ’s life and words already known to him, would have fitted each into their place, in the whole, and be truly understood at last.  

I received it by THE revelation- Apokalupsis- Apocalypse, revelation. Cp 1 Cor 2:7-10; Rom 16:25-26; Col 1:26; Rev 1:1. OF/from Jesus Christ- Eph 3:2-6. The revelation of the Gospel came to him from Jesus Christ. And equally the content of the revelation was Jesus Christ Himself, personally. **26 In 1:16 he adds that God’s purpose in this was that I might preach Him among the Gentiles. It’s wrong to take up the arguments of false teachers and try to argue them down. We must, like Paul, take up the Gospel, and repeat and re-emphasise the wonderful glories of the Saviour and His actions. And the wonderful blessings He offers to people for faith and acceptance, as in 1:1, 4; 2:20; 3:1, etc.

Footnote **26 The other Apostles had received the Gospel piecemeal over a period of years, but Paul had received this Law-free Gospel just as truly, as a direct revelation of and from Christ. That Christ died for our sins, rose again, and we will be with him in Glory, is the Gospel he held in common with Peter, James, etc. 1 Cor 15:1-58. But God had made clearer to him, as Apostle to the Gentiles, that Gentiles were to receive Christ and live in fellowship with Him without the Law and a Jewish lifestyle. And the equality of Gentile and Jewish Believers living in the same church fellowship in mutual consideration, Rom 14:1-21. That this was God’s eternal purpose was only hinted at in the OT record, but was revealed to Paul, Rom 16:25-26; Eph 3:2-10; Col 1:26-27. He calls this “my” Gospel, Rom 2:16; 16:25; 2 Tim 2:8, and “our” Gospel, 2 Cor 4:3; 1 Th 1:5; 2 Th 2:14. 

   Cp 1 Cor 1:23-24. Who Christ is, what He has done, and what He offers in the Gospel is the greatest possible argument for the Gospel, Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12. Only spiritual weapons can defend and prosper the Gospel, 2 Cor 10:4-6. And to be effective these must be wielded humbly in human weakness dependent on Christ, 2 Cor 12:9. 

1:13-14 For- Paul continues to set out the evidence that he had been given the Gospel by God, and not by other men. YE/you have heard- Probably Paul had told them the circumstances of his life and conversion. But it was good manners to introduce anything that one was saying about oneself with words such as “you will have heard…” of my CONVERSATION/previous way of life- The way I used to live. In THE JEWS RELIGION/Judaism- The Jewish faith and way of life as it developed in the years between the OT and NT. The people were called Jews and their religion Judaism, because it was to Judea that the Israelite exiles returned from Babylon as recorded in Ezra, Nehemiah, etc. 

How BEYOND MEASURE/intensely I persecuted- Imperfect tense, a continuing action – I kept on persecuting, Acts 8:3; 9:1-2, 13-14. In spite of what the FTs taught, Judaism couldn’t help Christian Gentiles. When Paul worshipped God as the Jews do, and which the FTs are telling the Galatian churches to do, it had made him persecute the Christians. As the leaders of the Jewish religion had crucified Christ, Paul’s action was the natural result of his serious commitment to Judaism. Acts 22:3-5; 26:9-11. Cp Phil 3:6. By training Paul was steeped in the Law, Acts 22:3 and so had despised Christ crucified, Isa 53:3-4 as being a Law-cursed criminal, 3:13/Deu 21:23. By personal choice he had been fanatically opposed to Christ and the Christians. Paul’s opponents might say that Paul’s Gospel showed his slack attitude towards the Law, but he had enforced the Law out of zeal for God, Jn 16:2. Nothing in his pre-conversion life could have been the source of a Gospel which received Gentiles as God’s people, on the same terms as Jews. Pharisees greatly admired the zeal of Phinehas and its reward, Num 25:6-15, and taught that only total obedience to the Law would move God to bring in the Messianic age. God in sovereign grace had broken in on his life and by revealing Himself to Paul had totally changed his thinking. This act of God’s grace prepared Paul for the full revelation of what God offered in the Gospel to all mankind. 

the church of God- Jewish Christians might be tempted to think of the church as an echo of the Lord’s Congregation, Deu 23:2, etc. But the Church of God is new and totally different, Mt 16:18, so Judaism mustn’t be allowed to make Christians into Jews.

And WASTED/tried to destroy it- Imperfect tense – I kept on doing my best to destroy it, to scatter it and make it disappear. Presumably he used the method of synagogue discipline which was later used against him, 2 Cor 11:24. His association with those who killed Stephen, Acts 7:58-8:1, makes it probable that he was a member of the synagogue where people from his homeland, Cilicia, worshipped, Acts 6:9-14. If so he had been indignant that anyone should weaken the claim of the Law on the obedience of everyone. And angry that faith in Jesus could in any sense replace faith in Moses and the Law. The FTs were troubling the Galatian Christians, just as Paul had persecuted those loyal to Christ and the Gospel in Jerusalem, etc.

PROFITED/was advancing in THE JEWS RELIGION/Judaism- **27 Imperfect tense again – he was continuing to grow in his zeal for the law and traditions of his ancestors, Phil 3:6, and in his leadership of the devout and patriotic defenders of the Law. That his “mission” to Damascus was sponsored by the High Priest, Acts 9:1-2, showed this.

ABOVE/Beyond many.. extremely zealous OF/for the traditions of my fathers- These traditions became the system of orthodox Judaism. He was an enthusiast for the Law, in its strictest form, Phariseeism, Acts 22:3; 26: 4-5; Phil 3:6, and determined to stamp out Christianity, Acts 26:9. The Gospel ran contrary to his upbringing, natural inclination, and chosen lifestyle. 

1:15-16 But- This  marks the division of Paul’s life into two totally opposed sections. And the key to the opposition between them was Paul’s attitude towards the Law, and towards Christ. When the Law ruled his life he was violently opposed to Christ. Now that Christ ruled his life he couldn’t allow the Law to weaken Christ’s authority over his life. Or allow the Law to be used to deny the all-sufficiency of Christ’s saving work on the Cross, and His right to guide and control the life of Christians by His spirit. To demand Law-obedience from Gentile Christians, was a denial of what God had done in Paul’s own life, and of the message God had given him to preach. 

Footnote **27 Judaism wasn’t the OT revelation which was fulfilled at Bethlehem and Calvary. The Jewish religion to which Paul was devoted had buried God’s Law under a load of human traditions that obscured and sometimes contradicted the commands of God, Mt 5:20; 15:1-6; 23:16-22, etc. Because the OT didn’t give the details they would like to have, they built up traditions which they claimed had been handed down orally from Moses. In fact none of the traditions dated back more than 200 years. They taught that serving God was a matter of strict obedience to fussy details, which made them superior to others, Lk 18:10-14, and so they missed God’s intention, Mt 23:23-26. Cp Mt 5:20; 15:1-20; 23;1-39; Mk 2:15-28; 7:1-23;  Lk 5:29-39; 11:37-54. 

Christ came, under the OT Covenant, and in fulfilment of the OT promises, and was rejected by His own Jn 1:11-12. Those who rejected the Gospel continued in what had become the Jew’s Religion - not God’s religion. And what the FTs were doing was a continuation of this Pharisee tradition. The earnest pursuit of righteousness by means of the Law, seemed admirable. But it had led to the crucifixion of their Messiah-Christ, and it was spiritually destructive within the Christian church. Christian traditions, creeds, confessions etc can create similar problems. Each generation needs to go directly to God’s Word, in order to know Him and His will.

when IT PLEASED God- Paul’s decision, or circumstances, didn’t make it happen. Paul isn’t writing the history of his life. He is writing from God’s point of view, saying what God has done in his life. who SEPARATED/set me apart- Rom 1:1. **28 While  the direction and nature of Paul’s life had been completely turned around, the Lord had foreknown, and over-ruled at every stage. Paul had been chosen on the basis of grace before he could do anything to earn or merit God’s calling, Rom 9:11. Cp Ps 139:12-18; Isa 49:1-6; Lk 1:15. 

called me- Calling has the thought of summoning and commissioning - as if the Lord said “Paul, pay attention. I want you to do this for me.” See Acts 9:3-6, 15-16; 22:21. God calls the non-existent into existence, Rom 4:17; 1 Cor 1:26-28. Paul was violently defending the Law by attacking the Church - when God intervened violently. Yet that intervention had been decided and planned by God long before Paul had been born. Paul’s present beliefs and preaching were the result of God’s deliberate action. 

 by his grace, - Apart from the grace of God shown to Paul on the road to Damascus, his enthusiastic, but blind, self-directed, service of God, Acts 26:9-16, would have ended with him being in hell. Paul reminds the readers that being an Apostle wasn’t the natural result of his up-bringing. It was in spite of the way he had chosen to live that God in His grace had chosen him, and stopped him suddenly on the road to Damascus, by calling to him from heaven. And, it certainly wasn’t a reward earned by his enthusiastic Law obedience! God acted in Sovereign Grace while Paul was persecuting Christians and urging them to join him in blaspheming Christ, Acts 26:11, when God set him on the opposite course – Gospel preaching. Both the choosing and the calling were so contrary to nature that it was obvious that it was by Grace God intervened. Cp 1:23.

was pleased to reveal- Apokalupto– Revealed, unveiled, as in Mt 11:25, 27; 16:17; Rom 1:17, 18; 1 Cor 3:13; Eph 3:5, etc. The words used in Acts 9:1-19; 22:3-16; 26:12-18; 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8, to say that Paul saw Jesus on the Damascus road, are more linked with external vision. Apokalupto suggests an internal experience - God revealing to Paul the true nature of Jesus Christ, His purpose and work that was to be proclaimed in the Gospel. That the Gospel was God’s power to save sinners, who believed in Christ, Rom 1:16 was implicit in Paul’s experience on the Damascus Rd. Paul felt the force of the power that struck him down and understood something of God’s infinite grace to a bitter, violent man who was kicking against the ox-goad - of his conscience? But it’s not said that he instantly understood everything about the role of Christ in Redemption, or the details of his own work as ambassador of Grace to the Gentiles. Ananias spoke of it to him, but he hadn’t fully grasped it and needed further direction in Acts 22:21. And as a result he spent his life laying hold of that role with all his powers, Phil 3:4-21.

Footnote **28 Cp Jer 1:4-5. Like Paul, Jeremiah was accused of being a disloyal Jew, slandering God’s people, and deserving to die, Jer 26:1-15. And that was because of his loyalty to the Lord in speaking the message the Lord had given him. And continued to do so in the face of persistent suffering, as Paul experienced, 2 Cor 11:23-28. 

The physical blinding was followed by a great deal of prayer and meditation, Acts 9:9-11, and that would have continued in the months that followed. Paul would have sought the meaning of God’s intervention, its relevance to the Law, etc, and the Holy Spirit would have given him the understanding that he sought, needed, and was willing to submit to, Acts 9:5-6. Cp Jn 16:12-15; 1 Cor 2: 4-16; 2 Cor 3:14-18; 1 Jn 2:20, 

his son- **29  in- En  me- Or equally by me (to others.). 1:24 is similar. This required God to reveal his son TO Paul. In me conveys the thought that the revelation of Christ and the Gospel was internalised in Paul, ready for him to proclaim Christ and the Gospel, Acts 9:20. God caused Paul to know His Son - until then blind hate to Jesus Christ had been Paul’s state. Christ in me, 2:20; 4:6; Col 1:26, is the other side of our being in Christ, 3:26, 28; Col 3:3, etc. God’s wonderful purpose in calling us, is to reveal His Son in us, so that we might show Him forth to the world, and be like Him forever. 

So that I might preach him- Evangelizo- Evangelise Him, to proclaim the Good News about Him. The content of the Gospel is Jesus Christ crucified – raised from the dead, Acts 9:20; Rom 1:4; 1 Cor 1:23; 2:2; 15:3-12; 2 Cor 1:19; 4:5; 5:20; 13:5; Phil 1:15-18, 27; 3:9; Col 1:28-. Cp Jude 3. among THE HEATHEN/to Gentiles- Ethnos- The nations, the non-Jewish peoples. Paul the enthusiast for the traditions which counted all non-Jews as ignorant, unclean, under God’s condemnation was equipped by God to preach God’s Son to them. **30 And that’s what he had done among the Galatians. 

I CONFERRED/did not consult– The word, used only here and in 2:6, means to talk over something. WITH FLESH AND BLOOD/any man- He didn’t stop to discuss with anyone or ask anyone to help him understand what God wanted him to do. He began at once to proclaim what God had revealed to him, Christ.. he is the Son of God, Acts 9:20. Paul is making it clear that he was swept along by God to tell others what God had told him, 1:15-16; 2:2, 7-8. If he had got his message and authorisation from human sources such people would have had the right to correct him or to withdraw his authority to preach. He didn’t need to ask anyone what to believe and teach, as it was God who had revealed to him Christ, the Gospel, and his calling. Fellowship with Ananias, Acts 9:10-18, and Barnabas, 9:27; 11:25-26, was, no doubt, part of God’s speaking to him. 

Footnote **29 That Christ is the Son of God is referred to by different expressions in 2:20; 4:4, 6; Mt 3:17; 4:3, 6; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16; 17:5; 26:63; 27:40, 43, 54; 28:19, etc

Footnote **30 Paul had a deep concern for the salvation of Jews, and witnessed to them in the synagogue first, wherever he went, but he knew that God’s goal for him was the Gentiles, Acts 13:46-48; 15:12; 18:6; 22:21; 26:17; 28:28; Rom 11:13; Eph 3:1, 6, 8; 1 Tim 2:7; 2 Tim 1:11; 4:17. While God used Ananias, and possibly others, to point him in this direction, it was God himself, by whatever means, who gave Paul the conviction that this was to be his life’s work, Acts 9:5; 26:15-18; 22:8, 21. 

1:17 Nor.. go up to Jerusalem- It was the headquarters of Judaism, and the birthplace of Christianity. to see those that were apostles- They were the Lord’s original  witnesses, Acts 1:22, but He hadn’t used them in bringing Paul to conversion, or in giving him an understanding of the Gospel. **31 He had dealt with Paul directly and so had made him an independent Apostle-witness to the truth, and this established the Gospel firmly in the mouths of two independent witnesses, Deu 17:6; Mt 18:16. That he hadn’t gone to Jerusalem to meet the Apostles wasn’t showing disrespect to them. Paul honoured them for being the Lord’s original Apostles, loyal to the Lord while he was still a Christ-rejector and persecutor of Christians. Cp 1 Cor 15:5-11. And when he went to Jerusalem the Lord soon insisted that he leave the city, Acts 22:17-21. As God had called and commissioned Paul, and given him the message he was to preach, what the Jerusalem Apostles had to say to him was a matter of information shared by “flesh and blood” fellow humans, with a complementary, but not superior revelation and calling. Paul’s awareness of the greatness of God’s grace to him kept him from either pride, or timidity. It made him realise how great was his responsibility to proclaim his message, and to defend his God-given authority to proclaim it, unchanged. 

I went immediately into Arabia- The Nabatean kingdom of Arabia stretched across the desert from the Euphrates river to Sinai, 4:25. At times it included Damascus, 2 Cor 11:32. Without giving any details, Paul says he went east from Damascus into the wilderness country - presumably to spend time in prayer and meditation to gain a clearer understanding of what the Lord had said to him, and called him to. God’s servants need time alone with Him. Cp Moses and David as shepherds, and John, Lk 3:2. 

Returned.. UNTO/to Damascus- The ancient capital of Syria (Aram) to which Paul had been travelling when the Lord spoke to him, Act 9:1-9. Damascus was a flourishing town with many Jews. 

1:18-24 Paul’s 1st Visit to Jerusalem

 (Paul had explained that the Gospel had been directly revealed to him by God. And that he hadn’t met any of the Jerusalem Apostles until he had been established as a preacher of that Gospel. Now he speaks of the times when he did meet them. This makes it clear that it was ridiculous to suggest he had got his Gospel from the Jerusalem Apostles, and left out the need for Law-keeping. He had met Peter, briefly, and when he met other leaders later they had received him on equal terms as an independent, God-called Apostle, equipped and entrusted with the Gospel.) 

Footnote **31 They were the highest human authorities under God - appointed by Jesus to be the official proclaimers and interpreters of what He had said and done, and what He wished to be done. Mt 10:1-7; 28:16-20; Lk 6:13; Jn 16:12-15; Acts 1:1-8, 15-26. But God had called Paul directly, and given him his special work, and his message, so he hadn’t needed to go to them for teaching, and authorisation..

1:18-19 after three years- After his conversion? his leaving Damascus for Arabia? or his return to Damascus? At least it’s clear that he was already preaching Christ in Damascus, and the Gospel God had given to him, Acts 9:20-25, three years before he had any contact with the Apostles at Jerusalem. His preaching was so effective the Jews wished to kill him, and had the authorities issue a warrant for his arrest, 2 Cor 11:32-33.

I went up to Jerusalem- Perhaps the visit of Acts 9:26-30, or that in Acts 11:30. to SEE/get acquainted with- The expression suggests a building of mutual fellowship between two equals. Peter- Cephas (Hebrew) in the [Nes] as in Mt 16:18. Both mean “rock.” With Paul’s concern for the unity of believers, 3:26-29; 1 Cor 1:10-13; 12:12-26, he would wish to have some fellowship with Peter. Peter was warm-hearted, and discussing their common love for the Lord and His service in their differing spheres would be to mutual encouragement. 

ABODE/stayed.. fifteen days- The wording suggests being a house-guest on a friendly visit. Long enough to establish mutual fellowship in Christ, but too brief for an apprenticeship. It would be impossible for Paul to have become a disciple of Peter in so short a time. The Lord had spent three years in training them as His disciples. And it was the Lord who cut the visit short, Acts 22:17-21. Peter could give Paul information about the lifestyle, actions and words of Jesus during his years as the Lord’s disciple. And also of the progress of the Gospel among Jews in Parthia, and Egypt where Paul never seems to have gone. Paul could give Peter information about the Lord’s breaking into his life on the Damascus road, and subsequent revelation of the Gospel truth. A visit of that length, and at that stage would give no support to the claim that Paul had got the Gospel from Jerusalem’s leadership. 

I saw none.. other apostles- The Jerusalem Apostles at first considered it their duty to stay in Jerusalem, Acts 8:1. But later Peter and others travelled, 1 Cor 9:5, so presumably the others were absent from Jerusalem at the time. Acts 11:30 seems to suggest that the leadership of the local church was by then in the hands of Elders. SAVE/only James the Lord’s brother- Converted after the Lord’s resurrection, Jn 7:5, and a strong leader in the Jerusalem church, 2:9, 12; Acts 15:13; 21:18; 1 Cor 15:7. The Greek doesn’t make it clear whether he was an Apostle – two other men named James were Apostles, Mt 10:2-3. In Acts 15:13-25 he is seen to be a moderate man with due appreciation of the position of both Jewish and Gentile Christians. That he could sum up the discussion, and present a statement that was approved by the gathering as a whole, shows him to have been a valuable leader. Paul is making clear that his visit didn’t involve his receiving official instruction or official authorisation. It was a personal stay with Peter and the fellowship that went with that, and he also met James.

BEHOLD/I assure you.. is no lie- This is the equivalent of swearing an oath that he is telling the truth, 2 Cor 1:23; 11:31; 1 Th 2:5. He is sure that it’s the truth and reminds them he is writing as in God’s presence. To live in fellowship with God, and to concentrate his attention on winning God’s approval, was Paul’s custom, and delight, Rom 1:8-9; 6:17; 7:25; 8:35-39; 9:1; 15: 32; Eph 1:3-23; 3:14-21, etc. If the FTs had told a different story about his early days in the church and his ministry, and if the Galatians had accepted their words against Paul’s, he reminds them that they are choosing against God. 

1:21-23 AFTERWARDS/Later I.. to Syria and Cilicia- Tarsus in Cilicia was his home town, Acts 9:30. Damascus was in Syria. He was in Tarsus when Barnabas brought him back to Damascus, Acts 11:25-26. Paul spent this time preaching, 1:23. Some of the sufferings mentioned in 2 Cor 11:23-29, but not in Acts, may have happened during this period. 

I was unknown personally/BY FACE.. churches of Judea- The province excluding Jerusalem as in Jn 3:22. Although many in Jerusalem may also not have met him as his stay was brief.  in Christ- If, as seems likely, this visit was the one described in Acts 9:27-31, he spent most of the time witnessing to Christ and arguing the Gospel in the synagogues. The two weeks with Peter left little time for him to learn much from Peter, and although he would have met some of the Jerusalem Christians, there were thousands of them. 

BUT They- The churches of Judea. heard the report- Imperfect tense - they kept hearing. HE/The man who.. persecuted us- Us Christians in Jerusalem. Is now preaching the faith.. he DESTROYED/tried to destroy- As in Acts 9:29. The persecutor of Christians had become the proclaimer of the Christian Gospel. When the Christians in Judea went up to Jerusalem they would have heard of Paul from the Believers at Jerusalem, and from those who came to the Feasts from Antioch, Damascus, etc. It was ridiculous to suggest that Paul had come to know Christ and His Gospel from Christians in Jerusalem or Judea as before they met him he was already preaching Christ and the Gospel - the same Gospel as that of those he had previously persecuted. 

1:24 And they GLORIFIED/praised God IN/because of– En me- Praising God for the work He had done in Paul, in transforming him from Church persecutor to Gospel preacher. And for what He was doing through Paul as he preached the good news of Christ and the Gospel. They saw Paul’s conversion and preaching as a display of the glorious nature and character of God – His sovereignty, power, wisdom, grace, mercy, etc shown in saving a sinful, relentless persecutor, and transforming him into a joyful herald of the Gospel. Cp Paul’s own wonder at the miracle in 1 Tim 1:11-17.  

Their attitude was very different from that of the FTs. In Pharisee style (Mt 23:23) they had ignored the glorious grace of God in the Gospel, and reduced it to a system of Law-keeping - and demanded that every Christian conform to it. Their zeal for the Gospel smothered its light and warmth under “do”s and “don’t”s. The tendency to do this still persists among sincere, conscientious Believers. When the FTs grafted their prejudices on to the Gospel, doing that defeated God’s gracious purpose in the Gospel. Our pride in the superiority of our culture – secular or religious culture – can lead us to do something like that. The zeal of Pharisees for their interpretation of God’s law crucified Christ. The Christian Pharisees insisted that Gentile Christians be circumcised and keep the law.

2:1-10 Paul & the Other Apostles

 (The Jerusalem Apostles had accepted Paul as an Apostle directly dependent on the Lord, and reached a clear understanding of the Gospel he preached, and the issues involved. When Paul insisted that Christ in the Gospel made no requirement that Titus be circumcised, they gave their approval to that Gospel Message, and the Jerusalem church accepted this. Cp the discussion in Acts 15. They accepted that his work among the Gentiles was a parallel to their work among the Jews, and expressed fellowship with Paul in his fulfilling the Lord’s command in continuing to preach to the Gentiles, and the Jews scattered among them. So, any suggestion that the Gospel Paul was preaching was opposed to the Gospel preached by the Jerusalem Apostles was a lying slander.)

2:1-2 Fourteen years AFTER/later- After his conversion? or after his first visit? This is probably the visit in Acts 15, which was concerned with the circumcision of Gentile believers, after his 1st missionary journey. I went up again to Jerusalem- The mother-city of Judaism. The site of their only Temple, their Sanhedrin, and where Jews from everywhere gathered and celebrated the Passover and other feasts, Ex 23:14-17. It was the holy city of God, the place on earth where He had placed His name, Deu 14:23; 1 Ki 9:3. And it was where Christ had died, and the church been formed, so it seemed natural for the 12 Apostles to spend most of their time there. And Jewish Christians generally regarded the Jerusalem church as the “Mother church,” and looked to it for leadership. 

with Barnabas.. Titus- In Acts 9:27; 11:30; Acts 13:1-2, Barnabas took the lead. Here, as in Acts 15:2, Paul was the leader, and took with him his co-workers Barnabas, and Titus, 2 Cor 2:13; 7:6; Titus 1:4. That Titus was a Greek would test whether a Godly, uncircumcised servant of the Lord would be accepted by the Jerusalem Apostles as a brother to be fellowshipped with. 

I went UP BY/in response to a revelation- Literally - In accordance to a revelation. God made it clear to him that he should go to Jerusalem. If it was the Acts 15 visit, he would have been asking God to show what He wanted done about the demands made by the FTs. We are to seek guidance always, while dealing with issues rationally. Guidance wasn’t a novelty, it was the bread and butter of Paul’s daily life and service, 2 Cor 5:8-11.
COMMUNICATED UNTO/set before them the Gospel.. privately.. who WERE OF REPUTATION/seemed to be leaders- That is, with the recognised local leadership. The men who, under Christ the Head of the church, made decisions on behalf of that church. He met with the Leadership to discuss the issues with them rather than forcing himself and his concerns on the congregation as a whole, or canvassing for support among them. God’s servants should show due respect for the persons and work of the local leadership wherever they go. As a matter of courtesy they needed to be given – as a group - a clear understanding of what Paul taught. This would avoid the divisive consequences of the Jerusalem leaders having different, partially correct, ideas about what Paul preached. The fact that the discussion was private freed everyone to express honest questions, doubts, or opinions, and to have them dealt with carefully and thoroughly. Any contentious issue needs to be discussed first with the Elders/Overseers, Acts 15:4-6. When they were satisfied, Paul would have been invited to speak to the church fellowship, Acts 15:7-12.

LEST BY ANY MEANS/For fear that I SHOULD RUN/was running.. in vain- This expresses some concern and uncertainty – not about his Apostleship and Gospel, but about the willingness of the Jerusalem Apostles to fellowship with him. The FTs had insisted that the Jerusalem Apostles had a different Gospel, and were eagerly wrecking churches by setting Christians at odds with each other in order to get the church on to what they claimed to be the right lines. It was important that Church Leaders get together and pull together to avoid the Christians being divided into rival sects, 1 Cor 1:11-15. (Church history shows that division over doctrine usuallly results in both sections straying further from the truth of God’s Word.)

The Lord Jesus, in keeping His promise to build His church on earth, had chosen to do that work from two centres – Peter/Jerusalem, Paul/Antioch. At Jerusalem, through Peter, He had founded the church, and brought into it Samaritan and Gentile converts, under the shepherd care of the Jerusalem Apostles, Acts 8-11. But those chapters show that the Jerusalem Apostles and Church tended to understand the Gospel in Jewish terms, and were reluctant to carry the Lord’s words to their logical conclusion. In fact their success in winning Jews to Christ depended largely on this, and made it difficult for them to get a wider view than that normal to fanatically Jewish Jerusalem. 

Independently of Jerusalem, the Lord stepped into Paul’s life, and when he went there God ordered him out to concentrate on preaching to the Gentiles, Acts 22:17-21. God revealed to him that it was His will to convert both Jews and Gentiles, and unite them within the one body-church on equal terms, Eph 2:10-18. The Jews remaining Jews, the Gentiles remaining Gentiles, accepting one another’s right to serve the Lord as they saw fit, to the glory of God, Rom 14, 1 Cor 9, etc. 

The question was whether the Jerusalem Apostles and church would accept this in practice as well as in principle. Whether Jewish Believers world-wide could have fellowship with Gentile Believers. Or whether God’s purposes should be frustrated by Pharisee FTs who were working fanatically, Mt 23:15, to make all Gentile believers Jews. Would Paul have to do his work for God in a Gentile Christian sect, dis-fellowshipped by the Jewish Christian sect? In THAT sense the continuance and effectiveness of his work for God depended on the Jerusalem Apostles recognising it as God’s work, and giving him the freedom, in fellowship with Jewish Believers, to continue to reach the Gentiles effectively. **32 Grace triumphed in Acts 15. But, I would judge less so in Acts 21, although Paul was willing to die, or personally go back to sharing in a temple sacrifice, rather than to allow division. Paul’s deep concern for the unity the Lord desired for the Church, Jn 17:11, 20-21, is seen in Rom 15: 25-32. 

2:3-5 BUT/Yet- This suggests that Paul feared that there might be a demand that Titus be circumcised and become a Jew before he could have fellowship with the Christians at Jerusalem. NEITHER/not even Titus.. a Greek- Used often for Non-Jews in general, and as such not circumcised. Was compelled to be circumcised- If what the FTs were teaching was true, Titus would have had to be circumcised if he was going to have any fellowship with Christians at Jerusalem, Acts 15:5. The experience of Paul, Barnabas and Titus proved the FTs liars as the leaders resisted the pressure, and acknowledged that the Gospel didn’t require Titus to be circumcised. Under the OT covenant of Law circumcision marked a Jew as a member of God’s people. Lack of circumcision cut him off from God’s people, God’s blessing, and fellowship, Gen 17:7-14. If Titus and Christian Gentiles had to be circumcised to be church members, Christianity was just a new Jewish sect living under a modification of the Old Covenant. 

false BRETHREN/brothers- They claimed to be part of the Christian fellowship, but in fact perhaps weren’t truly born again. They were false in that they pretended to want fellowship with him and his friends, but like the Pharisees, Mt 22:15-18; Lk 14:1-5; Jn 8:6 did so only to get grounds for accusing them. The Lord has made all Christians brothers and sisters in Christ, Mt 23:8. They were false to the Lord’s action in making us brothers in their unbrotherly desire to prevent Gentile Believers, like Titus, from being accepted as brothers in Christ. We must beware of unbrotherly words and actions that make a mockery of the name “Brethren.”

UNAWARES BROUGHT IN/had infiltrated- Pareiserchomai– To sneak in from the side. The words are those used of an enemy spy sneaking into a military camp to gain information that will help the enemy. WHO CAME IN PRIVILY/To spy OUT- They came in as spies. The word is used in LXX 2 Sa 10:3; 1 Chr 19:3. They were in the group but against the purposes for which the group was meeting. They deceitfully joined the group in order to discredit Paul and frustrate the Lord’s purpose in sending him to Jerusalem. 

Footnote **32 We know that in one sense nothing can stop God’s work. But church history teaches us that when God moves in a great work of His grace, the Enemy hinders that work through disagreements between the human agents of God’s blessing. That was seen in the Protestant Reformation, Wesleyan Revival, Brethren Revival, etc. Unless the leadership at Jerusalem was willing to join Paul in seeking fellowship between Jew and Gentile Christians, many churches would be distracted from their worship and witness by argument, defiled by quarrelling lovelessness, and divided into warring fragments that exposed them, the Gospel, and their Lord to the ridicule of the world.

OUR LIBERTY/freedom we have in Christ Jesus- Freedom to fellowship together in daily life, worship and witness because we’re united with Christ Jesus by His indwelling Spirit, and function together in union with Him. Here it refers to having fellowship across the Jew-Gentile barrier Eph 2:15-16. They wanted to discover the nature and extent of the freedom enjoyed, with a view to destroying that freedom. (Freedom is a key word used 11x in Galatians, 3:28; 4:22-23, 26, 30-31; 5:1, 13. )
BRING/make us– Paul, Barnabas, and Titus, and beyond them all other Gentile Christians. INTO BONDAGE/slaves- They were there to get proof of the freedom from Jewish Law enjoyed by Gentile Christians, and to take it from them. Circumcision wasn’t a small matter of humouring Jewish Believers. It committed the Gentile Christians, as well as the Jewish ones, to the useless slavery of keeping all the requirements and rituals of the Jewish Law – including food regulations, separation from non-Jews, etc. Apart from the fact that it antagonised those Gentiles who otherwise might consider receiving Christ, being circumcised was a confession that Salvation must be EARNED by human efforts. This denied the foundation of the Gospel – the provision and offer of Salvation as a gift of God’s grace, to be received and lived out by Faith, in fellowship with the risen Christ, enabled by the Spirit. **33 

TO WHOM.. SUBJECTION/did not give in.. for AN HOUR/a moment- We refused to let them have their way and require Titus to be circumcised. We didn’t even consider it for a short period of time. So the truth of the Gospel might CONTINUE/remain- The truth contained in the Gospel, or the truth which is the Gospel. To keep the truth of the good news without it being distorted, changed, corrupted, etc. 

2:6-8 who seemed to be SOMEWHAT/important- As in 2:2. Those who were leaders, and made decisions. no MATTER/difference to me- Paul isn’t belittling them. He is saying that as a visitor to Jerusalem it wasn’t for him to give a verdict on the relative importance of each to the work of God. They were answerable to their Lord, not to Paul, Rom 14:4. He couldn’t know the value of each man’s contribution. He simply accepted what he found. The same is true today when we visit any local Assembly. God ACCEPTETH NO MAN’S PERSON)/does not judge by external appearance- Deu 10:17; 1 Sam 16:7; Rom 2:9. God does not judge people on the basis of external appearances such as wealth, social status, rank, or by the way he presents himself – his PR image! James warns against our doing this, Jas 2:1-13. 

Footnote **33 Even today wherever Christian teachers talk in terms of Salvation being a matter of taking up God’s Covenant, and talk of Christianity as an improved version of the Covenant at Sinai, an element of this creeps in. Recently I read a substantial book called “Children and the Covenant” in which You must be born again was never mentioned. The writer insisted that as Amercan parents by registering the birth of their child assured it of American citizenship, unless as an adult they renounced it. Just so, Christian parents “brought their baby into a covenant with God” by having it “baptised,” and that assured that child of Salvation, and heavenly citizenship, unless as an adult it chose to renounce the covenant with God.. 

   The FTs would have boasted about the importance of Peter etc. Cp 1 Cor 1:12. Paul’s words are a reminder that those who seem gifted, successful, etc, aren’t automatically important in God’s sight, or in the success of God’s work. Of course Leaders must LEAD, it’s the work God has given them to do, but must do so faithfully and humbly, Rom 12:8. But those functioning unseen in the body are essential, 1 Cor 12:4-25. Only what is done in fellowship with God’s love and loving purposes has any value, 1 Cor 13:1-3. Paul and Peter are examples of that kind of leadership, 1 Pet 5:1-4; 2 Pet 3:15-16. 

THEY/Those men IN CONFERENCE added nothing to ME/my message- In 1:16-22 Paul had emphasised that he had received his call, and the content of the Gospel directly from the Lord Himself. Now the truth of that Gospel was wonderfully confirmed in that 14 years later when he presented its truths to the Jerusalem Apostles, they found it and the Gospel given to them to preach, were essentially the same. (No doubt, as a result of their different backgrounds, temperaments, and experiences, there were variations in their understanding, and emphasis, and that is still true today.) The Jerusalem Church Leaders were satisfied with what Paul was preaching, and doing, and didn’t ask him to make any changes in the Good news he was preaching. 

CONTRARIWISE/On the contrary Instead of making me add anything to the Gospel I preach, they acknowledged that it was essentially the same as what they preached, and equally God-given. COMMITTED UNTO ME/I had been entrusted with.. preaching the Gospel UNCIRCUMCISION/to the Gentiles- He had a deep burden for the Salvation of his own Jewish people, Rom 9:1-5; 10:1-3, but the Lord had overruled that and called him to preach to the Gentiles, Acts 22:17-21. He went first to the Synagogue and preached Jesus as the Christ, Saviour and Lord there until the Synagogue Rulers expelled him. Paul did all he could to make himself and his message acceptable to both Jews and Gentiles, 1 Cor 9:19-23.

THE GOSPEL OF THE CIRCUMSION UNTO/Peter had been to the Jews- There is only one Gospel, Eph 4:4-7, but the way in which it can be most helpfully put to reach a particular group of people is something we’re responsible for. Paul’s sermon in Acts 13:16-41, was much like Peter’s sermons in Acts 2:14-38; 3:12-26. But in speaking to a pagan audience in Acts 17:22-32 Paul didn’t use the OT Scriptures. Yet in every case they were preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, risen Saviour and Judge.

2:9 WHEN James, CEPHAS/Peter, John, WHO SEEMED/those reputed to be pillars- Pillars were prominent in the entrance to public buildings, and without strong pillars they would collapse into a heap of rubble. So those referred to in 2:2, 6, 9, were the pillars on whom the main responsibility for the church rested. (The Jews referred to the great teachers of their Law as pillars.) The prominent ones were Peter the impulsive warm-hearted spokesman, James who could sum up situations soberly and give a verdict all could accept. And John who, as we see in his epistles, lived in the love of the Lord, and so exercised a powerful but less public role. 

PERCEIVED/Recognised the grace.. given UNTO/to me- Recognised that God had given him this special task, 2:7. But equally it refers to God’s Grace in revealing Himself and His Gospel to Paul. Gave.. the right HANDS/hand of fellowship- Then, as now in the Western world, this was a physical expression of friendship, acceptance, fellowship and mutual support. A physical action which symbolised that they would accept and support each other in the work God had given them. This wasn’t an “ordination,” but brotherly recognition of the reality of God’s grace, to Paul and Barnabas, in their being called by God, and in His ongoing work in and through them. 

agreed we should go to the HEATHEN/Gentiles, and they to the CIRCUMCISION/Jews- The use of the words circumcised/uncircumcised suggests that it’s a racial-religious distinction that is being made. But it could mean simply to work where the Jews mainly live and work where the Gentiles mainly live. 

ONLY/All that they asked.. remember the poor **34 When Paul presented to them the Gospel he preached, they accepted it fully, in its fullness. All they added was that they wished the Gentile Christians would remember the need of the poor at Jerusalem. Acts 11:30; 24:17; Rom 15:25-28; 2 Cor 8-9. (As often in Scripture, Remember here means to keep in mind, and do something about it as opportunity occurs.) 

2:11-14 Paul Rebukes Peter at Antioch

 (Peter needed to be rebuked for being inconsistent in his fellowshipping with Gentile Christians. This reminds us that Apostles made no claim to infallibility. They were, and every servant of God is, responsible to be careful to keep in step with the Lord, and live a life consistent with the Gospel. The incident also demonstrates that Paul was independent of the other Apostles.)

2:11-12 BUT When Peter- There was a sense in which Peter was the leading Apostle, the key-man God used in founding His church, and extending it to the Gentiles, Acts 2- 10. It was natural for Jewish Believers to look up to him, although by the time of Acts 15, it was James the Lord’s Brother who seems to give a verdict on what even Peter says. WAS COME/came to Antioch- Named after Syrian kings named Antiochus. It was the 3rd most important city in the Roman Empire. We’re not told when Peter was at Antioch. Refugee Jewish Christians brought the Gospel to Antioch. Many responded and committed them-

Footnote **34 As Jerusalem was their holy city, devout Jews chose to go there to live in poverty, rather than to make money in other places. So when Jews from other countries came for the Feasts they brought gifts of money for the poor at Jerusalem. Christian Jews had been driven out of Jerusalem as refugees, Acts 8:1, and would have been very poor when they returned. They could expect to have their possessions looted when other Jews persecuted them, Heb 10:34. Like Christians today in Communist or Moslem lands, those in Jerusalem were an impoverished minority. I was FORWARD/eager to do- See Acts 11:27-30; Rom 15:25-27; 2 Cor 8:1-9:15. The Greek expresses a determination to make every effort to help the Jerusalem poor.

    selves to Christ, and people there realised they belonged to Christ, rather than to Judaism, and coined the name Christian for them, Acts 11:19-26. God chose to use them as the base for Gospel outreach into the Gentile world, Acts 13:1-3. 

I WITHSTOOD/opposed him to THE/his face- Paul  confronted him personally, and publicly. Because he was TO BE BLAMED/in the wrong- Peter had acted on the Lord’s command to treat as clean those He had cleansed, Acts 10:1-28. And then he had backed down out of fear of hard-line legalists who condemned eating with Gentiles. He had stayed loyal to the Lord and the truth in Acts 11:1-18, but this time he had failed to be loyal. This confused the issue, dishonoured the Lord, and risked the perversion of the Gospel, so it needed a public rebuke, 1 Tim 5:19-21.

certain men- Legalistic, Pharisee Christians who taught that, unless Gentile Believers were circumcised and kept the Law, Jewish Believers must not eat with them, Acts 10:45; 15:1-5. came from James- **35 The Greek simply says they had some association with James. If they claimed their teaching was authorised by James, and he had sent them to bring the church at Antioch into the correct order, they were lying, Acts 15:24; Rom 4:12. Or they may have simply said they were teaching what James taught, and therefore must be obeyed if Believers were to remain in fellowship with the Jerusalem church.  

eat with the Gentiles- Imperfect tense- he was in the habit of eating with Gentile Christians – at the Lord’s Table, or socially at home. This was natural in view of his experience in Acts 10. But.. WITHDREW/began to draw back- Under God’s OT Law no Jew was to eat an unclean animal, or meat with blood in it. Pharisees ruled that any food handled by a Gentile was unclean. Some insisted that even if the shadow of a Gentile touched it, it was unclean. 

 When we feel we should do something to please people we must always be quick to look to the Lord for guidance about it. And when we remember we may be criticised for what we are doing, the need to check with the Lord is at least as great. Peter had faced this challenge in Acts 11:2-18, and God had been glorified by his being loyal to his Lord and the Gospel. But our past victories are never enough. We need to seek and claim the Grace of God in the experiences of each new day.  

Footnote **35 It seems that James may have encouraged the Jews at Jerusalem to continue in keeping the OT Law and Jewish customs, with a view to winning a hearing for the Gospel. See **2 But he also showed consideration of the quite different conditions that were appropriate for Gentile Christians. That loyal admirers of James went to extremes of which he did not approve isn’t unusual.  Followers of a great and Godly man, in their enthusiasm for what he has taught them, will carry his sound Biblical teaching into rank, unbiblical, error and folly. Joshua was restrictively zealous for the honour of Moses, Num 11:25-29. Calvin developed a systematic Theology, that paid respect to Scriptures which didn’t fit into it. His followers developed a more thoroughly systematic (from the point of view of human logic) theology. A Calvinism, that unlike Calvin’s own writing can contradict the Lord’s teaching. Such “Calvinism” can claim that people God didn’t elect to salvation are automatically damned. Followers of Luther, Wesley, J. N. Darby, etc have gone to similar excesses.

FEARING/because he was afraid of THEM OF/those who belonged to the circumcision group- It seems that the Pharisee Christians didn’t need to say anything. Their coming made him think “What will James say when he hears what I’m doing?” Unless we keep our eyes on the Lord in all we do, 2 Cor 5:9; Heb 12:2-3, our fear of what other people will say of us will trip us up as it did Peter, Prov 29:25. **36

2:13-14 other Jews DISSEMBLED/joined him in his hypocrisy- Sunupokrinomai- To hide behind a mask as actors in a Greek play did. So, to act in ways that give a false impression of what we are and believe. They were acting against their own consciences out of fear of these men. See Prov 29:25; Eph 6:6.  When, like them, we fail to live up to the Lord’s will as revealed in the Gospel, it is cowardly, it hurts other Christians, and ourselves spiritually. And it grieves our Lord and Saviour. Peter acted in fear of being criticised. So have I. Have you? To do so endangers others who may copy our cowardice. Jewish Christians at Antioch had treated Gentile Christians as Brothers in Christ, and had been in the habit of visiting them for fellowship and meals. But now they followed Peter’s example because they preferred to offend Gentile Believers, rather than these strict Jewish Believers. 

their hypocrisy- Hupokrisis- Peter was a good-hearted man. But the problem with wanting to please everybody is that it can make us hypocrites. i.e. misrepresent the truth by the way we act. even Barnabas was CARRIED AWAY/led astray- Barnabas was a good, spiritual man Acts 11:24, called by God to spread the Gospel to the Gentiles. But the pressure from strong-minded, bitterly self-righteous men is hard to resist, and he was swept along by them. He temporarily agreed with those whose teaching was crippling the Gospel, and turning sons of God into slaves of the Law. When there is division in the church great pressure is put on honest Believers to join one side or the other. It’s hard to continue to speak the truth in love for both sides, and perhaps be reviled by both. But the Lord will comfort and strengthen us as we share His grief in the divisive situation that disgraces Him. Both sides in any quarrel between Christians, are hindered in their fellowship with the Lord, and in His truth and Love.

Footnote **36 He probably had reason to fear that they would exaggerate his behaviour and slander him with half truths. To this day, people who are outwardly zealous for the honour of the Lord and the truths of Scripture ignore the Lords commands and indulge in malicious accusations which contain the minimum of truth, and the maximum of misinformation and bitterness. E.g. on such subjects as Bible Texts and Translations. While the desire to do what pleases our fellow-believers is good, in this case Peter was by his actions denying a basic truth of the Gospel - that all Believers are ONE in Christ. And should receive each other in fellowship (in spite of national, racial, or cultural differences, or different interpretations of Scripture) where there is a desire to learn from the Lord and obey Him, Rom 14:1-15:5. Peter had been enlightened by the Lord, Acts 10, so was under condemnation for going against his conscience, Rom 14:23.

WALKED NOT UPRIGHTLY ACCORDING TO/were not acting in line with- The word is used only here. It means to walk a straight path in one’s attitude or conduct. the truth of the Gospel- It’s important that our personal life and actions are in line with what we preach, Mt 23:1-3; 1 Tim 4:16. What they were doing in stopping eating with Gentile Christians was a contradiction to the truth of the Gospel. 

I Said.. BEFORE/in front of them all- When is it right to publicly rebuke a Christian? 1 Tim 5:19-20.  IF BEING/You are a Jew.. live AFTER THE MANNER OF/like a Gentile- Since what the Lord had taught him in Acts 10 and 11, he hadn’t kept the Pharisee rules about not having meals with Gentiles. Cp Our Lord’s teaching to Peter and the other disciples, Mt 15:1-20; 23:24-25; Mk 7:1-15; Lk 11:37-41, etc. WHY.. force Gentiles to LIVE AS JEWS/follow Jewish customs- By drawing back from having fellowship with them Peter was applying pressure on Gentile Believers to please the Pharisee Christians by being circumcised and keeping the Jewish food laws etc.

2:15-21 Jews & Gentiles are Saved by Grace/Faith

 (These verses record what Paul said to Peter, and the Christians at Antioch, but they apply directly to the question of how the Galatian Believers, and all Christians, have been Justified- put into a right relationship with God. Whether Jews, or Gentiles, we’re justified, not by following the Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. From 3:1 on Paul is clearly addressing the Galatians, not Peter, but the situation at Antioch served to lead into what Paul has to say to them. **37) 

2:15-16 We.. Jews by NATURE/birth- This was the boast normal to a Jew. Cp Phil 3:3-9. not Gentile sinners OF THE GENTILES- Paul takes up the language the Pharisees used – Righteous = being born a Jew and having the Law, Sinner = those not Jews, no matter how morally upright. In view of the Lord’s words in Mt 8:10-12, and Paul’s words in Rom 2:11-29, we know that what Paul said would make his hearers uncomfortable with the Pharisee attitude. They were treating as “sinners” unfit for their company, Gentile Believers, born into God’s family, justified, sanctified, and glorified in Christ Jesus, in the process of being transformed into His likeness, Rom 8:29-33.

Footnote **37 As we study Galatians it’s helpful to remember that two aspects of Salvation are involved - eternal salvation from Hell to Heaven, and Salvation lived out in daily life. Both are in Christ Crucified-Risen, and by Faith in Him, alone. Over-emphasis on the first may lead to careless living- “I'll be in Heaven. It doesn't matter what I do.” Or bewildered living- “I'm sure of Heaven, but can't live as I should.” Over-emphasis on the second may lead to regarding the Christian Life as our responsibility, with judgment-reward ahead, and eternal life in some sense earned by us. This concentration on what WE are doing may lead to defeated living, depressed by our failure to be good enough - or proud, self-righteous legalistic living. Both extremes are self-oriented, and empty of joy shared with the Lord, now and forever. 

KNOWING/Know a man– Any man, Jew or Gentile. is not justified by WORKS OF/observing the law- No-one can be put right with God or live in a right relationship with God by obedience to the Law. Paul will explain this later in this epistle. Cp Rom 7-8. The Law, and Law-keeping, made Jews different from Gentiles, but it never made any man right with God, no matter how carefully he worked at Law-keeping. It condemned any breach of any of its commands, as James wrote, Jas 2:10.

But by THE faith OF/in Jesus Christ- This a key verse. Justification, being made right with God, and acceptable to Him, put into a right relationship with Him, and living that way - is never a matter of the good works we have done, but a gift from Him which we receive by faith. See Rom 3:20-28; Phil 3:9, etc. The need of Jew or Gentile can be met only by God’s gift of righteousness, received by faith, followed by living by faith in the guidance and power of the indwelling Spirit of God. 

EVEN/So we- Emphatic. We Law-keeping Jews have BELIEVED/put our faith in Christ- Pharisees etc relied on the Law and imagined they were right with God, Lk 18:11-12. Christian Jews turned from relying on the Law to put their trust in Jesus Christ. be justified by THE faith OF/in Christ.. not by WORKS OF/observing the law- By obeying the rules and regulations set out in the Law which God gave Moses for Israel. The Law and our obedience to it played no part in our justification.

by THE WORKS OF/observing the law SHALL no FLESH/one will be justified- This follows the LXX Ps 143:2. **38 Paul quotes it to show that what he has been saying is stated in the OT. This refers specifically to the Jewish Law, but can be applied to any moral and religious code – the Sermon on the Mount, the rules of a Church or a religious order. No man ever gets put right with God, or lives that way, by doing what any set of rules says he must do. Cp Heb 9:8-9; 10:1-4.  

2:17 BUT If, while we seek- Zeteo- To make a deliberate effort. In this case it means relying on Christ and what He has provided and offered us as a gift, not relying on our works, our efforts at Law keeping. to be justified in Christ- The words in Greek could mean that Christ was the active agent in justification, but equally the He is the means of our justification. 

ARE FOUND/it becomes evident- Heurisko- To find. TO BE/are sinners IS THEREFORE/Does that mean that Christ THE MINISTER OF/promotes sin? GOD FORBID/Absolutely not!- Me- Not Ginomai – To become, to be. So, it’s unthinkable, of course not. The Scripture says clearly that Paul, Peter, and all Christians had found justification in Christ alone. Beyond that, as often in God’s Word, more than one meaning is possible, and in different ways helpful:

Footnote **38 This was acknowledged by the greatest Religious Jew of the Post-Temple era, Johanan Ben Zachai, head of the Sanhedrin. He wept as he was dying, saying that he knew God was just, but couldn’t know whether he would be sent to Paradise or the Lake of Fire.

Paul could be saying that Pharisee Christians found them to be sinners against the food laws by eating with Gentiles. If so they were accusing Christ of teaching them to sin. Paul says Certainly not - Christ's Gospel sets me free to eat with Gentiles, and I'd in fact be sinning if I refused to fellowship with them! This is true, but Heurisko is used for finding what is really there, unless we count as relevant finding no fruit, Mt 21:19, no false witnesses, Mt 26:60, or no reason to accuse Jesus, Lk 6:7.

Paul may be saying that Peter’s action at Antioch seemed to suggest that the Justification provided by faith in Jesus Christ was insufficient, and he had to continue in Law obedience to complete his salvation. So it suggested that Christ was not a perfect and sufficient Saviour, and Christ was a minister of sin in that he had failed to fulfil His promises. For a Christian to go back to Law-keeping is saying that. 

Under the Gospel men are put right with God through faith in Jesus Christ, and don’t need to keep the Law, because their being in Christ means that the Spirit enables them to please God far more effectively than the Law did, Rom 8:1-3. The FTs are calling Christians who trust and obey Christ in this way “sinners,” because they aren’t keeping the Law. So, as these Gentile Christians are doing what Christ has told them to do, to call them “sinners” for obeying Christ is to accuse Christ of telling them to sin. The FTs must realise that their words are nonsense and blasphemy, and stop doing so at once. 

2:18-19 If I BUILD AGAIN/rebuild- Rebuild, and torn down, are words from the building trade. Paul doesn’t spell out what is torn down and rebuilt, but from the context he is referring to the system of being in a right relation to God by Law obedience. What would be the situation if he went back to the system of building righteousness for himself by Law-keeping that he had torn down. Cp Phil 3:3-8. THE THINGS/what I destroyed- Kataluo– to be set free from. I.. am a TRANSGRESSOR/lawbreaker– Paul, by being justified by faith in Christ, had been set free from the hopeless struggle against his sinful nature. The words could mean that if by self-indulgence he lapsed back into the sinful ways of the Flesh he proved he was a Law-breaker. Cp Rom 7:9-15. This is true, but not relevant to Paul’s argument against imposing Law-keeping on Gentile Christians. 

In view of 2:19 Paul must be saying that by being justified through Faith in Christ he had been set free from trying to achieve righteousness by Law-keeping. So, if – as the FTs were demanding - he went back to self-righteous Law-keeping, back to relying on his making himself keep the Law, he would be transgressing against the will and purpose of God proclaimed in the Gospel. ** 39 

Footnote **39 Human nature likes to think of Conversion as a strengthening of MY conscience, MY will, MY Godly Nature, that will make ME more efficient at MY task of earning the praise/reward of God. For Paul to do this would be to rebuild his self-righteousness which he had disowned/destroyed in handing himself over to Christ for Him to make him righteous. 

   Paul and Peter had abandoned relying for righteousness on Law-keeping and received Christ as Saviour. Now Peter, by taking up obedience to the food regulations of the Law, was building again the life-style of pleasing God by his own works. But, as in 3:10; Jas 2:9-11, all anyone can prove by going back to Law-keeping is that they are a Law-breaker! 

For through the law I am dead to the law- A vivid way of expressing the truth that the Christian has passed out of the territory in which the Law operates. Cp 3:23-29; Rom 6:1-6. So far as the Law, and Law-keeping is concerned Paul was dead – killed by the Law itself. Christ’s death brought an end to the reign of the Law, and the Christian is free from the Law, and Law-keeping, by sharing in Christ’s death, 2:20; 3:13; Rom 7:1-4; Col 2:14, 20. The Law said we’re guilty, and condemned us to death. We have accepted that verdict, and are dead. So the Law has nothing more to say to us, no hold on us. 

That I might live UNTO/for God- This expresses the purpose for which the Law condemned him to death – it was to drive him to Christ for life so that he might live to God, 3:23-25. The Law made Paul realise Christ, and His gift of His righteousness, was his only hope. We can’t live to God by keeping the Law. But we can live to God, in Christ, on the basis of being dead to the Law. We’re not free to break the 10 commandments, etc. But in living in fellowship with Christ, directed and enabled by the Holy Spirit, we live to God in a higher and more real way than is possible by Law Keeping, 2:20; 5:14-25; Rom 8:1-23. 

2:20 I am crucified with Christ- Christ identified Himself with us sinners, and took our place. As the Law condemned us to death He died under the law’s condemnation. As He was righteous, and as He was God, His righteousness outweighed the debt of our sin. This made His righteousness available for all sinners. Cp Jn 1:29. Sinners who turn to Him are united with Christ in His death, and have received His righteousness, 2 Cor 5:21. Cp 5:24; 6:14; Rom 6:7-10; 7:6. This means the end of me as a sinner in God’s sight. This not only broke the ruling power sin had over us, Rom 6:1-14, it also removed us from being under the authority of the Law. Because the Law demanded death for sin, Christ died on our behalf and by accepting Him we died with Him. As we’re dead neither self-indulgence, nor seeking self-righteousness by Law-keeping are options any longer.

 I no longer live YET NOT I, but Christ lives in me- The Law emphasised human responsibility and demanded human action, so under the Law, “I” was prominent – I have taken up the covenant. I have set myself to obey God’s commandments, I have achieved this measure of success, Lk 18:10-12; Phil 3:3-6, etc. Under the Gospel the emphasis is on Christ, what He has done, and the work He is doing within us. I, my self, is no longer central and controlling my life. It’s Christ who is that, Phil 1:20-21. Our being in Christ, and Christ being in us, Col 1:27; 3:3, are equally close and intimate, and equally incomprehensible! 

The life.. I NOW live in the FLESH/body- Paul isn’t talking about some mystical state, but of normal earthly life for the Christian. We still have the same physical equipment - brains, eyes, hands, etc as before, and they still keep us in contact with others and the world around. They are still the means of our expressing what we are – either the new "I" or the old one. Our personality continues, but, indwelt by God, our life is being made new in the image of Christ, 2 Cor 4:16; Eph 4:22-31; Col 3:9-17. And that is made real in our experience in the measure we disown and live as dead to the old nature-self. 

I live by THE faith OF/in the Son of God- I live by trusting Him and obeying Him. I keep my eyes on Him, am encouraged, Heb 12:2, and transformed into His likeness, Rom 8:29; 2 Cor 3:15-18. Cp 1 Jn 3:1-3. I remain an earthen vessel, but I have seen Him, and He is in me, my treasure, 2 Cor 4:6-18. This isn’t just a matter of outward behaviour, but the quality of the life, its source, motive, purpose, and goal. The Saviour didn’t die so that I could continue living life as I pleased, or to make me stronger in my efforts to obey the Law. He died so that He might be able to live His life in me, in fellowship with me. I live to please God, but not by mastering a set of rules or techniques but by trusting in God’s Son, seeking to fellowship with Him continually, and so allowing Christ to live His life in me. What happened at Calvary became true of each of us from the moment of Conversion. We rest in this finished work of Christ, trust Him, and live vigorously and fully, using what He has provided, 1 Cor 9:24-27; Heb 4:9-16; 2 Pet 1:1-16; Jude 18-25. 

Who loved- Agapao- Unmerited, undeserved, self-giving love. me and gave himself- Christ’s voluntary self-surrender of Himself/His life on the Cross, 1:4; Jn 10:11; 1 Tim 2:6, etc. for me- Sacrificed Himself personally for me personally, for my benefit. There is nothing self-centred in Paul’s statement. As we read it his words invite us to stand with him and face the glorious fact of the Lord’s love for us, and the equally glorious life that He has opened up for us Heb 2:9-15. Those who have never, in response to that love, turned themselves over to Him, asking Him to live His life in them, should be moved to stand with Paul in this. Facing such love softens our hearts,, strengthens our wills, and clears our minds to humbly and joyfully claim the freedom of sonship - freedom from the fret of self-pleasing, and freedom from the slavery of Law-keeping self-righteousness, 5:1-6. Freedom to enter ever more fully into His eternal purposes by sharing in His self-sacrificing service for those around us, Col 1:24-29. And the joy of sharing His joy in what His cross has accomplished – the joy of fulfilling His Father’s purpose that heaven should be filled with men and women in His likeness,  Gen 1:26-27; Rom 8:29; Heb 2:10-13; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jude 20-25. 

2:21 I do not FRUSTRATE/set aside the grace of God- If Paul ceased to be crucified with Christ and dead to self-indulgence by sinning he would be frustrating God’s grace. But, as the rest of the verse shows, that’s not the point he is making. He is saying that if he ceased to be crucified with Christ and dead to self-righteous Law-keeping he would be frustrating God’s grace. Grace is the only means of Justification - being put right with God, and the only way of Sanctification – living in a right relationship with God. Working to achieve self-righteousness is as much a refusal by the flesh to die as self-indulgence is, and is a more subtle danger. The grace of God is seen in His unconditional gift of salvation. It’s no longer grace if a man earns any part of it. 

For if righteousness.. by the law, Christ IS DEAD/died IN VAIN/for nothing- Unless Christ’s atoning death, and the outworking of it in the lives of Believers, is the answer to our need, it was pointless. Trusting in Christ and law-obedience, Christ and sincere effort, Christ and correct ritual or correct doctrine, or even Christ and my faith - is a denial of Christ and of His salvation. If I try to add anything to Christ I am denying the adequacy of His work and that makes it empty for me. W. McDonald quotes John Ruskin as saying that the root of every heresy had been the effort to earn salvation rather than to receive it. And, that much preaching is ineffective because it calls man to work for God, instead of calling him to behold God working for them. 

Chapters 3 & 4    -    DOCTRINAL

Justification by Faith & Sonship Freedom

 (In the first two chapters of Galatians Paul has shown that the Lord Himself had made him an Apostle and given to him the Gospel good news he had proclaimed to the Galatian churches. And that the Jerusalem Apostles had recognised this to be true. As that Gospel declares that those justified are made fit for fellowshipping with God, it’s clear that Christian Gentiles don’t need to be circumcised and keep the law before Christian Jews can fellowship with them, and eat with them. Cp Acts 10-11. 

Paul now appeals to their personal experience - that they received spiritual life through the Spirit of God when they accepted Christ by faith. As they look back they should realise that their experience confirms the truth of the Gospel. And that the Law plays no positive role in our becoming a Christian. Cp Paul’s questions in Rom 3:1-9, 27-4:10; 6:1-3, 15-16; 7:1, 7; 8:31-35. 

He then demonstrates, and illustrates, the truth of the Gospel from OT Scriptures, and from current secular life. These show that the claim made by the FTs, that righteousness with God is dependent on Law-keeping, is neither Biblical, nor rational. Paul points out that those who believe God and trust Him, not those circumcised and keeping the Law, are the true descendants of Abraham, and inherit the promised blessing. And that Christ alone is the Seed who brings the world-wide blessing. He confirms what he had said in 2:17-21 by showing that the Law plays no positive role in either Justification, or in Sanctification - Christian living. He then draws on Abraham’s family life to illustrate the privileges granted to all Christians by the Gospel – sonship, not slavery.)

3:1-5 Law or Faith – Their Experience of the Gospel
 (Paul finds it hard to believe that the Galatians could have changed so quickly. He has reminded them that the Gospel had been revealed to him directly by God – and challenges them to remember what their experience of the Gospel had been. He had preached to them the Gospel of Christ, crucified to provide salvation for them, and offering it freely to all who would believe. They had proved this to be true, as when they put their faith in Christ, God’s Spirit entered each of them and they were born into new life, and had begun to experience God’s blessings. In no way was this earned by anything they had done. So why should they believe that their efforts at Law-keeping could do more to transform them than God’s efforts could?)

3:1 O/You foolish Galatians- Anoetos- Unthinking , not using their intelligence. They are his dear brothers, 1:11, but at this stage he must begin to shake awake these dear-to-him Believers and make them realise they’ve acted foolishly. They weren’t mentally deficient, but had failed to think straight or ask wisdom from God, Jas 1:5, and been trapped into folly. Their folly is a heart-attitude, as well as a lack of understanding. Cp Lk 24:25; Rom 1:14; 1 Tim 6:9; Titus 3:3. In listening to the FTs they had been foolish, lacking in heart-loyalty to the Lord, and to Paul His servant. Guilty of the folly of turning from trust in Christ, the powerful wisdom of God, and the only means of Salvation, 1 Cor 1:17-31. And turning from the enjoyment of the fellowship with God, granted in Grace, to spiritual folly. Turning their attention to their efforts at Law-keeping, away from the only saving reality, the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the Cross, His resurrection, and His Spirit, 6:14-15. 

Who- Paul knew that the FTs were responsible, but his question will encourage the Galatians to think seriously about the nature of their new teachers.  has bewitched you- Who put a spell on you? Not that Paul believed in magic, but there was nothing rational, moral, or spiritual in their turning from trust in/obedience to Christ, to trust in their own efforts at keeping God’s OT Law. Their sudden change of loyalty was as irrational as anything described in tales of bewitchment. They had been tricked into accepting the false Gospel, by the boastful claims of the FTs, as if by magic. Cp Angel of Light, 2 Cor 11:14. 

THAT.. NOT OBEY THE TRUTH- Not in [Nes] so not in NIV. The following verses show that this failure, this turning from the Gospel, is what Paul is talking about. So this, if added, is a case of making the implicit explicit. Before WHOSE/your very eyes Jesus Christ EVIDENTLY SET FORTH/clearly portrayed- Prographo- If the Pro means before in time, it means to write beforehand. If so it could refer to Paul’s exposition of the OT prophecies about Messiah and His sufferings. If the Pro=  before in place, Prographo means to publicly display, as with the Bronze snake Moses displayed in Num 21:9. Cp 1 Cor 1:23; 2:2. This fits well with before your eyes. as crucified- Having been crucified as it’s perfect tense which emphasises the past fact, and the present result. **40 Paul didn’t play on the emotions of hearers to bring them to an ir-

Footnote **40 Christ crucified sums up the message of the Gospel, 1 Cor 1:13, 23; 2:2, 8; 2 Cor 13:4, as does words such as cross, and death, in 5:11; 6:12, 14; 1 Cor 1:17-18; 15:3; Phil 2:8; 3:18; Col 1:20; 2:14-15. 

   rational commitment to Christ. The vivid portrait he provided involved bringing them face to face with the fact that Christ died in agony as a condemned criminal. And that by His death God has begun to free the whole universe from the powers of evil, 1:4; 1 Cor 15:2-7; Col 1:15-20; 2:9-15, etc. As a result of Paul’s vivid preaching of the Gospel to them they had received a clear understanding of Christ dying for sins, and promising salvation to all who accepted Him. They had realised the eternal significance of it in the purposes of God, and the privilege it was for them to enter into the good of it. The Gospel of Christ crucified supplies all that could ever be needed for conversion and the Christian life – so Paul is shocked and surprised that they were turning their back on Christ’s sacrificial love, ignoring Christ, to concentrate on their own efforts at Law-keeping. 

3:2 THIS ONLY.. I would like to learn just one thing from you- One question should settle the matter – how did they come into their saving relationship with God? RECEIVED/Did you receive the **41 Spirit- From this point on, Paul refers to the Holy Spirit 16x. by WORKS OF/observing the law- God’s Spirit comes into our life to put us right with God. He brings Christ into our lives, empowers and guides us to live God-pleasing lives, and assures us that we are God’s children, Rom 8:1-18. That’s what being a Christian is. Paul asks them if this wonderful thing happened because they were obeying the commandments of God’s Law. If not, they should be able to see that turning from Christ, to do what the FTs said, wasn’t progress. 

Or.. HEARING OF FAITH/believing what you heard- By hearing the Gospel and believing it. By trusting yourself to Christ, receiving Him, because you believed the Gospel message? **42 The only honest answer is that it wasn’t a reward for their working hard and successfully at keeping the rules and ceremonies of the Jewish Law. They had received the Holy Spirit when they heard the Gospel, believed it, and believed in their Saviour. As that was how their life as Christians began, surely that was how they should go on as Christians. And not let the FTs get them to turn from trusting Christ to trusting their efforts at Law-keeping.

Footnote **41 Whatever a convert may understand of doctrine it’s usual for them to experience something of the joy of the new life. Some of those on whom the Spirit had fallen at Pentecost had been Law-keeping Jews, some hadn’t. Some of those on whom the Spirit did not fall had been Law-keeping Jews, some hadn’t. The deciding factor wasn’t Law-keeping, it was faith in Christ. The work of the Holy Spirit is prominent in Galatians. As in 2 Cor 3:3-18, the contrast is between the Law and its negative role, and the work of the Spirit which is creative, liberating and transforming. 

Footnote **42 There is a deeper meaning as well. The Greek is literally By hearing of faith. This implies that the Gospel message has the power to generate faith. As in Rom 9:30-10:13 the contrast isn’t between two human actions – obeying Law or believing the Gospel, but between the human action of Law-keeping and God’s action when His Gospel message is believed and responded to. Faith is awakened by the Gospel - and faith brings us into living contact with God, when His provision in Christ-crucified is received. When Christ crucified was proclaimed to them and they believed that Gospel, they opened themselves to Christ, and God came into their lives, 3:14; 4:6.  (Continued at the foot of the next page.)

3:3 Are you so foolish- A Rhetorical question = How can you be so foolish! After beginning with the Spirit- Only the Holy Spirit can create new Christians. The Flesh/human nature can give birth only to its own kind of life, Jn 3:1-5. The Holy Spirit had come into their lives bringing Christ, sonship, and a new nature that could fellowship with God. Paul finds it difficult to believe that the Galatians can be so foolish as to be trying to complete, by their own efforts at Law-keeping, the salvation God had begun by coming to live in them. 

MADE PERFECT/trying.. by THE FLESH/human effort- The flesh refers to our natural bodies and natures. Cp Rom 1:3. Their life as Christians had begun by God Himself coming into them. Surely they could trust God to complete the work He had begun! Cp Phil 1:6. But the FTs had turned them from Christ and living in fellowship with Him, to external actions in response to an external law, instead of spiritual actions generated in them by the Holy Spirit, 5:22-23. Faith works by what the Spirit of God can do. The Law works by what human nature can do. **43 It’s silly to believe that circumcising one’s body, and working at keeping the rules and rituals of the OT Law could bring to spiritual maturity and perfection the life God’s Spirit had begun in them – make them like God which is what He wants, Gen 1:27, Rom 8:29. The true Christian life begins, is continued, and comes to its full glory by the work of the Spirit, 5:25; Phil 1:6-7; 3:12-14; Jude 24, etc. 

Footnote **42 (Cont.) It’s true that the person hearing the Gospel chooses to believe it and receive Christ. But our salvation doesn’t depend on human decisions. It is Christ who saves us when we say “Yes” to His Gospel offer – “Yes” to Christ under the conviction by His Spirit that apart from Him we are hopelessly lost. It’s what the Gospel is, not what the hearer is, that produces the response of Faith in the hearer. Some preachers distort the Gospel by giving the impression that Salvation by Faith is a matter of someone making a decision for Christ, repeating a form of words, asking Christ to save them, signing a decision card, etc. This produces many professions of faith in Christ, but that God was never involved is seen when the “converts” continue to live a selfish life, and yet claim assurance of Heaven. 

Such shallow professions cause some to mock at the Gospel. They are right in saying that to spend one’s life in earnest endeavour to keep God’s Law is a more virtuous and noble action of the Flesh/Human Nature, than a momentary decision by the Flesh to ask Christ to save us. But if the latter action is a real response to the voice of God in the Gospel and in the soul of a person, that feeble faith opens their life to the whole power, wisdom, and holiness of God Almighty. The “Saved by Faith Alone,” are in fact the “Saved by God Alone,” and their Salvation is His work, guaranteed by Him! 

Footnote **43 Trying to obey God’s law, is a work of the flesh/human nature, and can never make us right with God, or enable us to live in a right relationship with God, after our conversion. It’s like saying to God “Thanks for making me alive, but I don’t need you now. I’ll just do what you’ve said in your Law, and ignore the fact that You are living in me and want to share my life and guide me.” The FTs no doubt stressed the fact that the Law had been given by God. They ignored the fact that all we have to respond to the Law with, is our fallen human nature, and the Law must condemn even our best efforts. 

3:4 suffered Pascho– To experience harm, Acts 28:5, pain, distress, or humiliation, 1 Pet 2:18-21, etc. Some suggest Pascho can mean positive experiences since they received the Spirit. But the normal meaning is that when the Galatians  trusted Christ they exposed themselves to persecution and loss, but still rejoiced in the Lord – see Acts 13:45, 50-52; 14:2, 5, 19-22. Cp 1 Pet 1:3-9 Suffering in some form is the normal experience of converts, Jn 16:33; 2 Tim 3:12. 

 so MANY THINGS/much IN VAIN/for nothing- If what they had experienced as Christians, following their belief in the Gospel (including the suffering) meant anything, why give it up for what the FTs offer? If they now think that the important thing is to please God and perfect themselves by obeying the commandments of God’s Law, they could have done that without the Gospel. The Anti-Christ, Anti-Christian Jews, Acts 13:49-52; 14:19, had always said it was Law-keeping that was important. If so, what Paul suffered in bringing them the Gospel, and what they suffered for believing it, was pointless. The Galatians are putting themselves in terrible danger if they pull back from faith in Christ. Eternal loss, as in Heb 10:9-31, or the loss suffered by Believers who live to please themselves, Phil 3:17-19 or serve God in self-will, not in the Spirit, 1 Cor 3:10-15. Because, as far as any observer could judge, God had begun a work in them, how could Paul believe that they could insult God by throwing away their trust in Him. 

3:5 HE.. THAT MINISTERETH TO YOU THE/Does God give you his Spirit-  Present tense. God continues to supply the Spirit freely, abundantly - pouring God’s Love into our hearts Rom 5:5, and enabling effective witness, Acts 1:8. and WORKETH/work miracles among you- Energeo Dunamis. Literally working powerful deeds. The One who gives/the One who works wonders share a single article so are one Person.  As only God supplies the Spirit He is the One working miracles. God had granted miracles such as the healing of the lame man and raising Paul from apparent death, Acts 14. He did this at first as a witness to the truth of the Gospel, Heb 2:4. Whether God continued to work that kind of miracle in Galatia through gifts granted and used as in 1 Cor 12, and if so for how long, we aren’t told. Among you also means in you, so it includes changing their life beyond natural expectations - the witness of the Spirit, 4:6, 15; Rom 8:15-16, and producing the fruit of the Spirit, 5:22-23. While the working of Miracles was a sign of someone being an Apostle/authorised messenger, 2 Cor 12:12, Paul is referring to the ongoing work of the Spirit in their lives individually, and congregationally, since conversion. 

BY THE WORKS OF THE/because you observe the law- As in 3:2, their obedience to the OT Law given to Moses for Israel. Did they believe that obeying the FTs and turning to Law-keeping was now the basis of God’s Spirit working? As the Spirit-supplied miracle of Love, Joy, Peace, etc would be fading, 5:15, they would find the question even more pointed. Later he reminds them that God can’t work in their lives while they’re relying on the flesh, and feeling proud of themselves and being quarrelsome, 5:25-26. 

BY THE HEARING OF FAITH/because you believe what you heard- As in 3:2. Is God working among you because of the power of His message in the Gospel which you believed? Or because of what you can do in obeying the rules of the Law? They had believed the Gospel, received Christ, and the Spirit had come into them and continued His work in them as a gift of grace, without their being circumcised etc. This demonstrated that the Gospel was genuine and effective. 

3:6-9 The Example of Abraham’s Justification

 (Paul had reminded them that God’s saving dealings with them had been entirely on the basis of grace, faith, and the Spirit. He now turns to the Scripture to demonstrate the truth of the Gospel from Abraham’s experience, and what it says of the Promise, and of the Law. To the FTs Abraham was the hero-example. He had taken up God’s covenant by being circumcised, and so must his descendants, Gen 17. So they argued Christians must enter into God’s covenant by being circumcised. But as Paul points out, Abraham was made righteous - put into a right relationship with God – by God’s mercy to Him and his faith in God, not by his works of obedience. And as Abraham was put right with God by faith, those that are put right with God by faith are the true descendants of Abraham. God had in mind the bringing of blessing to all nations who would receive it by faith. The Galatians had been made righteous by the Faith-producing hearing of the Gospel just as Abraham was made righteous by the Faith-producing hearing of God’s message to him.) 

3:6 EVEN AS/Consider- This introduces an OT quote that sheds light on a NT situation. Cp Mt 26:24; Mk 1:2; 14:21; Lk 2:23; Acts 15:15; Rom 1:17; 2:24; 3:10; 4:17; 8:36. Abraham- He was the father of the Jewish nation, and the promises made to them were first made to Abraham personally. Paul asks them to look back to the story of Abraham because it would show them that the FTs were wrong in claiming that circumcision and Law-keeping were necessary for justification/salvation. **44

He believed God- Believing God goes beyond mere mental assent. It describes his dependence on God, and his confident trust in His word. When God spoke to him he placed himself in God’s hands, at God’s disposal, trusting God that He knew what was best, and was acting righteously in love. Abraham’s faith set out for all time man’s saving response to God’s revelation of Himself and His will. Later, Gen 22, Abraham believed God would keep His promise of descendants and blessings through Isaac, even if God needed to raise him from the dead, Heb 11:19. This demonstrated the reality of his faith, proving by his obedient action 

Footnote **44 They were Pharisees, Acts 15:5, so insisted that righteousness was earned by careful Law-keeping. Therefore they argued that as Abraham was righteous he must have known and kept the Law, and therefore God must have given him a special revelation of it. That’s the way writers of “Systematic Theology” work. The Pharisees were the best and most orthodox systematic theologians of the Jews, and they took the Word of God seriously. The best and most thorough today are Calvinists, and their commentaries are the most valuable. But be aware of the fact that at times their lengthy reasonings are the result of their determination to make Scripture say what – in their opinion – it ought to say. One phrase of God’s Word outweighs volumes of human argument, and, as in science, the simplest explanation of a Scripture is likely to be the true one. 

   that he really did believe God, Jas 2:23. Confidence in God’s Word, followed by obedience, characterises the true people of God in all ages, 2 Tim 3:15-16; 2 Pet 1:19-21. Something of the righteousness which we receive by Faith, as the fruit of our Lord’s atoning death and resurrection, was revealed to Abraham, Jn 8:56. 

ACCOUNTED/credited to him FOR/as righteousness- The quote is slightly altered from the LXX of Gen 15:6.  Rom 4:3 and Jas 2:23 give it in full. In spite of his lapses into faithless actions, Abraham’s recorded life is an example of a man hearing what God said, believing it, and doing what God said, Gen 11:28-32/Acts 7:3; Gen 12:1/Heb 11:8. But that righteous living was a living out of the righteousness God had granted to him, not the way in which righteousness came to him. Believing God is the only thing man can do for his own salvation – and that isn’t to man’s credit, it’s no grounds for boasting, Eph 2:8-9. Why shouldn’t we believe our Creator, and receive Christ/what Christ has provided at such cost! Man chooses to trust Christ and is born into spiritual life. But at a deeper level he does that because the Gospel is a life-giving word from God, and the sinner is moved by the Spirit to conviction of sin and conversion to Christ, Jn 16:7-11. We can put faith in God only when God has made Himself present and attractive. 

3:7 KNOW THEREFORE/Understand then- You must remember or recognise that – a reminder of the logical consequence of the previous verse. Paul now applies the lesson of the Abraham incident. That THEY.. OF FAITH/those who believe- Literally those from faith. Those whose acceptance with God, righteousness, fellowship with God, are the result of faith. are THE children– Huios- Sons. **45 of Abraham- Abraham was the physical and spiritual father of the Jewish race. All they had gained of God flowed from God’s dealings with Abraham and the promises God made to him. They were often proud of being physically descended from Abraham, but  their attitude towards God was totally different from Abraham’s attitude, Jn 8:32-59; Rom 4:1-25. Here all Believers, Jews or Gentiles, are said to be his spiritual children. Cp Rom 4:10-11 - Abraham was justified while uncircumcised, still a Gentile. Contrary to the arguments of the FTs the true children of Abraham – those who were associated with him and blessed with him – were not those who were  circumcised, and kept the Law. They were those who, like Abraham, believed God and were justified on the basis of God’s grace in the merciful provision of Christ’s atoning death.

Footnote **45 “Son of” in Hebrew means to share distinctive characteristics with, to act in the same way, follow the example of, etc, Jn 8:37-44; Heb 2:10-16. So the sons of Abraham are those who share with him the characteristic that made him different from others – Faith in God. And those who put their trust in God, through Christ, are also God’s children, and become increasingly like Him, Cp 3:16, 29; 4:21-31; 6:16; Mt 5:16; Jn 1:12; Eph 5:1; 1 Jn 2:29; 3:1-2, 8, 9. Those opposing Christ, and Salvation in Christ through Faith, boasted in their physical descent from Abraham, 2 Cor 11:22. Cp Mt 3:9; Lk 3:8; Jn 8:33, 39-40, 53. They falsely argued that the righteousness reckoned to Abraham was a reward he had earned by his works - his faithfulness under testing, the offering of Isaac being the 10th test. (The others not having been recorded.) Optimistic Rabbis said Abraham had seated himself at the gate of Hell, and blocked any Jew from being sent there because his store of righteousness was greater than any possible Jewish sins!

3:8 Scripture FORESEEING/foresaw- The words mean that God, in determining what the Scripture would say, did so in line with what He foreknew would happen. This is a reminder that it was what God planned. The FTs regarded Scripture as something man must work at mastering, and the Law as something people ought to do. Paul proclaims that it’s an active thing, having eyes, purposes and a mouth speaking to us God’s message. It’s God’s living, life-giving word, generating saving faith and life eternal, in those willing to listen, Jn 6:63; Rom 10:17–21; Heb 4:12-13. 

God would justify Put people right with Himself, into a proper relationship with Himself, and with His purposes for them, Gen 1 26-27; Rom 8:29. Col 3:9-10; 1 Jn 3:1-3. HEATHEN/Gentiles THROUGH/by faith- By their trustfully receiving salvation as a gift from God’s hands as the Galatians had by believing the promises God had made to them in the Gospel brought to them by Paul. 

PREACHED BEFORE/announced the Gospel in advance UNTO/to Abraham- The announcement made to Abraham comes down to us through Scripture that all nations would be blessed in him. This would have been a joy to Abraham, but above all else it was a proclamation of the essence of the Gospel – what God has promised is to be received by faith, Isa 45:22-24; Jn 1:12; 3:14-16; Acts 16:31; Rom 3:21-24, etc. It seems that Abraham understood something of this, Jn 8:56; 1 Pet 1:9-12. 

All nations.. be blessed IN THEE/through you- Gen 12:3 from the LXX, but with minor differences. In a sense the world has benefitted from the OT law and general teachings, but Paul points to the specific, eternal blessing. The fulfilment of the promise in the provision of Salvation in Christ, offered in the Gospel to all individuals in every family in the world. It is given to them in the same way it was given to Abraham – through the individual’s faith in God’s promise. Cp Gen 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14. (The covenant of Gen 15, and that involving circumcision in Gen 17, are concerned with Israel, alone, and the land of Israel.) 

3:9 those OF/that have faith are blessed.. with **46 FAITHFUL/Abraham the man of faith- This theme is developed at length in Rom 4: Heb 11:8-19. Abraham believed God/what God said, and acted on it. Those who hear the 

Footnote **46 KJV faithful Abraham misses the point as no one today thinks of faithful as meaning Faith-FULL/full of faith. The FTs would have said that those who faithfully obeyed the Law would be saved with faithfully Law-obeying Abraham. But the whole argument has been contrasting those who by faith rely on God, His promises and work - and those who rely on their faithful obedience to the Law. Some Christians make much of the fact that God’s people in the OT and the NT are saved by the same faith in the same Saviour Gen 15:6; Isa 53; Jer 23:5-6; Mt 1:21; Jn 3:16; Acts 4:12; 10:43; 15:11; Rom 3:24; 4:11. This is true, in a sense, but when they go on to say things like “The church in the NT is a continuing of the OT church,” etc they are talking pious non-sense. And ignoring the fact that Christ said the church was still to be built, Mt 16:18. It’s true that no-one has ever been saved by keeping God’s Law. OT saints were saved by the mercy of God, in Christ Jesus, and they received that mercy by faith. But they were living in shadowland, with only a vague understanding of the unseen spiritual and eternal realities that Christ would (Continued at the foot of next page.)

   Gospel and believe God/what God says in the Gospel, and act on it, are justified/saved as Abraham was, and THAT fulfils the promise made to him. The source of blessing is God. It’s received by those who put their trust and confidence in God. Abraham trusted God and God blessed him. God blesses all those who believe in Him, just as He blessed Abraham. Paul had seen this happen continually as he preached the Gospel – seen God using it for His redemptive purposes among the Gentiles. And he realised that the OT Scripture showed that God had always intended to bring blessing, world-wide, to those who would receive it by faith. In Rom 15:9-12 he cites Deu 32:43; 2 Sam 22:50; Ps 18:49; 117:1; Isa 11:10. Cp the experience of Peter and the Jewish Christians coming to realise God’s acceptance of Believing Gentiles, Acts 11:17-18. 

3:10-18 The Law Curses – Christ Redeems from that Curse 

& Fulfils the Promise

 (Having shown that righteousness comes by faith, Paul now continues to prove it doesn’t come by Law-keeping, 3:10. God’s curse lies on all who break the Law, so the only way the promise can be fulfilled is in the Cross of Christ, where He bore the curse for us, so that we could receive by faith the promised blessings. It’s folly for Believers like the Galatians, who are already accepted and blessed by God, to imagine they can be more pleasing to God by being circumcised and committing themselves to Law-keeping. To do so puts them under God’s curse!  In 3:14 Paul picks up the subject of the Spirit, from 3:1-5, showing that Christ’s redeeming death enabled God to give us His Spirit, Jn 16:7.) 

3:10 AS MANY AS ARE/All who rely OF/on- Ek- Out of. THE WORKS OF/observing the law- What they are, and the way they live, comes out of their Law-keeping. This describes those who, like the FTs, refuse to trust God’s offer of Salvation by grace, and insist on trying to please God by Law-keeping. Cp Rom 9:30-10:11 are under- Hupo– Cp under sin, 3:22, the Law, 3:23; 4:4, 5, 21; 5:18, under a pedagogue 3:25, trustees 4:2, basic principles of the world, 4:3. curse- In contrast to those enjoying the promised blessing, 3:8-9, they are under the curse. **47 All those who depend on circumcision and obeying the 

Footnote **46 (Cont.) deal with. The OT saint, convicted of his failure to keep the rules of the OT Law, atoned for that by keeping the rules of that same Law with regard to sacrifices, Lev 1:3-5; 16:2-34, etc. In all this they were enslaved to the Law, and the only escape from that was in the One who fulfilled every promise and shadow. And who by the proclamation of the Gospel set men free from Law-keeping into the glorious liberty of being the Spirit-indwelt sons of God. If any one doubts that the OT saints lived in a different spiritual world/dispensation from us, let them consider that after years of closeness with the Lord in His words and works, Peter had little idea of any blessing outside an earthly Messiahship, Acts 3:19-21. And he did not find it easy to break free from the food laws etc as decreed by the Pharisees, Acts 10-11.

Footnote **47 Under sworn agreements, covenants, treaties, etc a curse was directed against any party who failed to keep any of the provisions of that covenant etc. If the Gentile Christians took up the covenant of circumcision and Law, they were automatically bringing themselves under the curse of God as soon as they failed in any way to keep their side of the covenant, Jas 2:9-11.

   commands of God’s OT Law in order to be put right with God (be justified) are under the Law’s curse. As are those already justified who depend on Law-keeping in order to live in fellowship with Him (be sanctified). The summary of what the Law required of man, in Deu 27:26; Lev 18:5, makes no mention of faith, righteousness, or blessing – only of curse. This made nonsense of the FT’s claims that circumcision and Law-keeping would bring righteousness and blessing. Paul pricks the balloon of their self-confidence, by a reminder that the least failure brought a curse. Cp Jas 2:8-13. 

For it is written- The expression leads to a quote from a specific Scripture. Cursed is everyone THAT CONTINUETH NOT/who does not continue- All the time, always, throughout life. Obedience must be complete in order to be saving/justifying. And not just the 10 commandments, all the hundreds of commands given in the five books of Moses. to do ALL THINGS/everything.. written in the book of the law- Deu 27:26, LXX with some variations. **48 The FTs might quote Lev 18:5 as proof that Gentiles must be circumcised and keep God’s Law in order to be in a right relationship with God, and live under His blessing. Paul proves from the Law that those who obey the FTs in this are automatically living under God’s curse. God’s verdict is that as soon as anyone who has chosen to take up circumcision and Law-obedience fails to obey any of the commandments, God must condemn them for breaking His Law – not doing His revealed will, Jas 2:8-11. The Lord made this even more clear by showing that what the Law really requires goes far beyond outward behaviour, Mt 5:20-6:18. 

3:11 BUT THAT/Clearly no man is justified- Passive construction emphasises that the Justification is done by another, not by one’s own efforts. Cp passive in 2:16, 17; 5:4; Rom 2:13; 3:20, 24, 28; 4:2; 5:1. Justified is active in Rom 3:30; 4:5; 8:30, where it’s God who is doing the justifying. 

BY THE LAW- That is, by the works of the Law. Cp 2:16; 3:2, 5, 10. Paul expands the contrast between Faith and Law. Those put right by faith shall live, and the law required doing not faith. Therefore no one is put right with God because he does what the Law requires because only perfect obedience would do that. The FTs were promising blessing to those who tried to keep the Law. This was nonsense. Nowhere in Scripture does God say He will accept as righteous those making a sincere or good attempt at Law-keeping - only perfect righteousness can endure His presence, Isa 6:5-7.  Cp Jas 2:8-13.

**48 God had arranged for His law to be read to Israel by Joshua in a summary form - the blessings on obedience read from Mt Gerizim and the curses on disobedience read from Mt Ebal, finishing with this verse Deu 27:26. Guided by the Holy Spirit, Paul points out that what God said at the end of the summary of curses was in fact true of the whole of God’s Law. Whenever His Law was disobeyed – any part of His Law – a curse fell on that sinner. Paul had faced God’s righteous requirements for His fellowship and blessing, Lev 19:2, been made to see himself as under the curse of God’s condemnation, Jn 3:36; Eph 3:2, and moved to see his need of the mercy, that was now offered in Christ, 3:24; Rom 7:24-25.

IT IS EVIDENT/because The JUST/righteous.. live by faith- Hab 2:4, **49 quoted also in Rom 1:17. Cp Heb 11:6. Will live, here, is equivalent to be justified – accepted, granted life, able to live acceptably in fellowship with God. The Scripture says only those reckoned righteous by faith, not by works, shall live – have eternal life. This Scripture is written in such a form that it states two truths:– That entering into the justified state is possible only by faith. And that living the life pleasing to, and in fellowship with, God, is possible only by faith. And both are guaranteed by God’s faithfulness. This stands against the negative of Deu 27:26, that under Law anything less than total obedience must earn condemnation - curse. The person who sins must die for his sins, Eze 18:4. So the Law condemns all who take up Law-keeping. Cp Rom 3:19-28. 

3:12 AND The law is not OF/based on– Ek– Out of. faith- The law is not concerned with what one believes. Any possible righteousness achieved by Law-keeping wouldn’t be a product of faith. If anyone set out to obey God’s Law believing that they would become righteous by obeying it they would be relying on what they did - on their works. Faith is a relying on God, what God has done in Christ and offered in the Gospel. That faith creates a new life, and that new life is granted to us with a view to our living it out to God’s Glory, Eph 2:1-22. 

The man THAT DOETH THEM/who does these things SHALL/will live IN/by- En- In. In/by the doing of them- Lev 18:5, quoted by Paul also in Rom 10:5. The Law is not concerned with beliefs or attitudes, but simply lays down the rules and demands complete obedience, and passes condemnation on every failure to do so. That’s how Laws work. The Road laws say that if everyone obeys them there will be no motor accidents – everyone will live in the laws, and not be killed in a motor crash. That we believe in the Road Laws is irrelevant when in court we face a charge of breaking one of them. And we are condemned for breaking it even though we have kept every other Road Law. The Law functions by people doing it, living by its rules, so it can’t be christianised. It belongs with Deu 27:26, not with Jn 3:16. The FTs are wrong in trying to graft the Gospel on to the Law. Trusting on Law-keeping excludes faith. Trusting in the Lord and His promises – Faith, excludes Law-keeping. Paul’s life, as set out in Phil 3:4-21 vividly sets out the contrast. When he abandoned his vigorous effort at Law-keeping, he didn’t lapse into inaction. When he relied on the work of Christ, in faith accepting God’s word in the Gospel, he proved its reality in an even more vigorous life. Cp Titus 3:4-5.

Footnote **49 Habakkuk had asked God why He hadn’t punished the worst Law-breakers in Judah. God had replied that when He brought judgment it must fall on ALL sinners. As this left no hope for anyone, Habakkuk looked to God for an explanation. God gave him Hab 2:4, and the assurance of His presence and power with those who trusted Him. Habakkuk’s faith, strengthened by this, is stated in sublime verses that close his book. (See the booklet on Ruth, Habakkuk & Haggai, in this series.) God’s intervention in Christ crucified succeeds because it requires man simply to ask and receive. Believers live/can live because God makes them a new creation, 6:15; 2 Cor 5:17; Titus 3:4-5. Glimpses of the life of the man who accepts by faith the provision that a merciful Father provides, are given in Scriptures such as Jn 17:3; Rom 5:1; 8:1-15; 2 Cor 3:15-18; Phil 4:7-9; 1 Th 5:8-24; 1 Pet 1:8; 2 Pet 1:5-15, etc.

3:13 Christ HATH redeemed us- Exagorazo- Bought at/out of the market, for the market price. But here it means to secure the release of someone, at some cost to the one doing so in terms of effort, suffering, or loss. **50 from the curse of the law- The curse the Law brings on those who rely on Law-keeping, but in various degrees fail to live up to all the standards it sets. Cp 4:5; Gen 2:17; Deu 30:15, 19; Jn 3:36; Rom 5:12; 8:1-3; Eph 2:3. The Greek begins abruptly with the bold statement of Christ’s act of Redemption, explanation being left until later. This abruptness reminds us that Christ’s action was a totally unexpected shining of the light of saving grace into the darkness of our being condemned to death, Rom 5:12. 

Rom 3:23-24 is also abrupt - we were held helpless under the chains of sin, the Law, and its condemnation of sinners, its curse, when Christ broke its hold and set us free. Cp Jn 3:16. Christ has, by His redeeming action, which we have accepted by faith, made us free from the enslaving condemnation of the Law. The consciences of Gentiles, ignorant of the Law, made them feel guilty, and if faced by the law, they would have agreed that it condemned them, Rom 2:12-16.

BEING MADE/by becoming a curse for us- This is a shocking, offensive statement – Messiah, cursed by God!! 5:11; 1 Cor 1:23. He took our place, as portrayed in Isa 53:4-6. Only a sacrifice that was without blemish could be accepted by God, Ex 12:5; 29:1; Lev 1:3, etc. **51 He, the permanently Holy One, who lived sinlessly as man, Isa 53:9; Jn 8:46; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:22, was made sin for us - as our substitute. He united Himself with sinful man so that sinful man could be made righteous in union with Him, Isa 53:6; 2 Cor 5:21. He redeemed us by taking our place under the Law’s condemnation - God’s Judgment wrath against sin. 

Footnote **50 He rescued us by paying a ransom, Ex 21:30, the price being his own precious blood, 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23; 1 Pet 1:18-19; Rev 5:9. In some sense the curse of the broken Law was laid on the sin offering, Lev 4:1-10, and on the scapegoat, Lev 16:21-22. So Paul’s words in 2 Cor 5:21, were readily understood by readers familiar with the Law, and Jewish sacrifices. That the same word meant sin, and sin offering – right back to the message to Cain, Gen 4:7 shows the closeness of identity between the sinner, the sin, and the sin offering. The principle of redemption and forgiveness by sacrificial death can be explored in Ex 12:13; Lev 1:4; 16:20-22; 17:11; Ps 40:6, 7; 49:7, 8; Isa 53; Zech 13:1; Mt 20:28; 26:27-28; Mk 10:45; Lk 22:14-22; Jn 1:29; 10:11, 15; Acts 20:28; Rom 3:24, 25; 8:3, 4; 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23; 2 Cor 5:8-21; Gal 1:4; 2:20; Eph 1:7; 2:16; Col 1:19-22; Heb 9:22, 28; 1 Pet 1:18, 19; 2:24; 3:18; 1 Jn 1:7; 2:2; 4:10; Rev 5:9; 7:14.

Footnote **51 No curse was earned by his life. As God in human form He was the embodiment of the will of God, constantly in the bosom of the Father, and in every thought/word/action doing His will. This was human life at a vastly higher level than the rules laid down in the Law. Christ died as a substitute, paying on our behalf what was due to God – perfect obedience to the Law, and the perfect suffering of the Law’s penalty for all sin. Beyond that - Christ was made sin, so that dying for man, as man He triumphed over sin and set us free from sin, the curse, and death. I Cor 15, etc.

For it is written Cursed is everyone.. hung on a tree- **52 Used here of the Cross. See Acts 5:30; 10:39; 1 Pet 2:24. When Christ was crucified the fact that He hung on the Cross meant that He was seen as being under God’s curse. This pictured an invisible spiritual reality foretold in Ps 22, Isa 53. Christ hinted at it in His ministry, Jn 10:11; Mt 26:38-39. He stated it clearly at the Last Supper, Mt 26:26, and the truth is expounded in 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24. It was God’s Law that pronounced the curse on the crucified Christ yet He was God’s Christ doing the will of God and wholly pleasing to the Father in so doing. The FTs are wrong in saying that the curse of the Law falls upon Christian, uncircumcised Gentiles – for all Christians it has already fallen on Christ. 

3:14 He redeemed us- Continuing 3:13, Christ has redeemed us so NIV repeats it here. that the blessing OF/given to Abraham- The promise of blessing on all families of the earth. This blessing includes their being granted righteousness when they, by faith, accept God’s promised provision. 

come ON/to the Gentiles through- En- In. **53 JESUS Christ Jesus– God granted Abraham the blessing of Salvation by Faith, and the promise that through him would come blessing to mankind, Gen 12:3; 15:6. And this would be fulfilled through his seed/descendant, Gen 22:18, Christ the Redeemer. Cp 3:8-9; Rom 4:1-5. The FTs falsely claimed that by their human action in Law-keeping, the Gentile Christians would be united with Abraham and his blessings. Paul proclaims the truth that it is in Christ, not in the Law, that God has acted - and He has taken the curse from us and laid the blessing on us through Christ’s atoning death. The choice the Galatians, and we, face is between resting our hopes on God, what He has done, and is eager to do in our lives, 2:20, style. Or, keeping our distance from God, and controlling our own lives, and by our efforts at Law-keeping proving we are more worthy of God’s blessing than others. Cp Lk 18:10-14.

Footnote **52 Originally Deu 21:23 referred to the practice of hanging the bodies of criminals on trees in disgrace, as a public warning, after death by stoning, Num 25:4; Josh 10:26-27; 2 Sam 21:6-9. 

Footnote **53 Through, or by means of Jesus Christ is a reasonable translation that is easier to understand. But in Christ as in 1:22; 2:4; 3:17, and many other verses, reminds us that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, 2 Cor 5:19. Redemption, etc are made available to us in Christ, Rom 3:24; and our being in Christ frees us from condemnation to live in the love of God, victoriously by the Spirit, free from the law of sin and death, Rom 8:1-4, 39.

THROUGH/by faith we- We Christians, Jews or Gentiles. might receive the promise of the Spirit- The promised Spirit who makes the promise come true in those who believe in Christ crucified. This promise is referred to in Prov 1:23; (followed by a warning to those who reject Him) Ezek 36:26-27; 37:14; 39:29; Joel 2:26-29/Acts 2:17-18; Lk 24:49; Jn 14:16-18; Acts 1:4-5; Eph 1:13-15.    The blessings promised to come to the world through Abraham are offered in the Gospel, through Jesus Christ. Those who receive Him by faith – trust themselves to His saving love – receive God’s Holy Spirit, and so are enabled to live in blessed fellowship with God, Rom 8:1-16. The promise of blessing to mankind through Abraham didn’t mention the Holy Spirit, but it was through the atoning death of Christ, and the giving of the Holy Spirit, that the promised blessing is received and is enjoyed, Jn 16:7. 

3:15-18   The Law Can’t Change the Promise

 (Paul uses an illustration from everyday life. That once a contract, is agreed to and signed, or a will is signed by a person who has since died, that agreement-contract or will cannot be cancelled or changed. God’s promise to Abraham has more legal weight than any signed human agreement. Therefore the promise made to Abraham stands unchanged by the Law which was given many years after Abraham died. And this promise made to Abraham, and fulfilled in the Gospel, is superior to the Law because it came directly from God. The FT’s might accuse Paul of belittling God’s Law. He answers that they are making false claims about the Law to nullify God’s promise. 

Paul also points to Christ as the only seed of Abraham entitled to inherit what God promised, and that all who belong to Christ inherit the promise in union with Him. The FTs said that Christians must keep the Law in order to be Abraham’s seed and inherit the promises. But that was like saying that God had said “I will GIVE you this” and when the gift has been accepted saying “But of course you’ll have to earn it by being good, and working for me.” That would be both deceitful and make nonsense of the promise. God would never do that.) 

3:15 BRETHREN/Brothers– Even his sharp rebukes are an expression of family love for them. Paul usually starts or ends a section by addressing them as brothers as a reminder of the basis on which he is instructing them and appealing to them. AFTER THE MANNER OF MEN/take an example from everyday life- Literally “I speak according to man,” or “as men do.” That is, he is going to speak about something which everyone knew about. What he is writing has been given to him by God as an inspired revelation, and the Spirit would witness to that in the reader's mind. But the point he is now making is something obvious to any intelligent man from his experience of the normal affairs and customs of this world. 

Just as no MAN/one DISANNULLETH/can set aside or add to- a MAN’S/human covenant- Diatheke– **54 A legal document by which a man directs what is to be done with his property after his death. A last will and testament. This is appropriate - for the promise God made to Abraham was, in a sense, a declaration of how He wished to dispose of the promised blessing. And this became effective after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. God’s promise to Abraham was a declaration of what He would do – it didn’t depend on anything anyone else might choose to do. The same is true of His covenant-promise to Noah etc Gen 9:9-17, to David’s descendant, 2 Sam 7:12-16; and the promise of a permanent Melchizedek priesthood, Ps 110:4; Heb 7:21.

IF IT BE CONFIRMED/has been duly established- The Greek word means whatever needs to be done to give it legal force. So - legally validated, properly drawn up and signed, etc. This was true of the promise made to Abraham, repeated to him, and then to Isaac and Jacob. God’s promise has more weight than any human agreement, and it was impossible for God, who foreknows everything, to have made such a promise, and then fail to keep it. Cp 2 Cor 1:20. Eph 1:3. 

Footnote **54 Paul uses Diatheke in its normal meaning - a Will drawn up by a man to declare who should inherit his property. The word Diatheke was used to translate the OT word Berith- a sworn agreement or covenant between two parties, people, nations, etc. I have read that in the LXX, such a covenant between people is translated as Suntheke. But Diatheke is used in the LXX to translate Berith when it is God’s covenant with His people that Abraham’s descendants would inherit the land of Israel, Gen 15:18; 17:2, 4, 7-8; 9-10, etc. And the covenant between God and Israel in Ex 19:4-8; 24:3-8. As two parties had responsibilities in those covenants, Israel by failing their responsibilities came under the curse of the broken covenant, 3:10. In the NT Diatheke is rightly translated Covenant when it’s used of the OT Covenant as in Acts 7:8; Rom 9:4; 2 Cor 3:14; Gal 4:24; Heb 8:9; 9:4. 

In the OT Berith- Diatheke isn’t used of the promise of blessing to all families on earth. When Diatheke is used in the NT of a declaration of what God is doing or intends to do, as in Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24; Lk 22:20; Acts 3:25; Rom 11:27; 1 Cor 11:25; 2 Cor 3:6; Eph 2:12; Heb 7:22; 8:6, 8, 10; 9:15, 16, 17, 20; 10:16, 29; 12:24; 13:20; Rev 11:19, it’s better to translate it as Testament. I say this because in our thinking a covenant is a covenant-agreement that depends on two parties, and fails if either fails to keep it. Those who talk about our relationship with God as being a “Covenant” easily fall into that error. If our response to the Gospel was a covenant-agreement with God, it would fail when we failed to live by it. But, thanks be to God, the Gospel is a Testament- declaration, sealed by the death of the Testator, Christ, Heb 9:14-17, that guarantees to us eternal life and sonship as our inheritance. We claim it by faith, and enjoy it day by day in the measure we live in Christ, in the Spirit, 5:16; 22-25; 6:8-10. (I have read that Josephus uses Diatheke 32x as WILL- Testament, never as Covenant.)

3:16 NOW- Not referring to the time. It means “But note that…” etc. The verse is something of a parenthesis in that 3:17 can run straight on from 3:15. The promises- Plural in the Greek, perhaps because God gave this promise that Abraham’s seed would be the means of blessing the world, to Abraham, Gen 22:18, to Isaac, Gen 26:4, and to Jacob, Gen 28:14. **55  to Abraham and to his seed. HE SAITH/Scripture does not say- The Greek leaves it uncertain whether God or Scripture said this. Of course the Scripture records for us what God said.  to his seeds, AS OF/meaning many- Of course, in a lesser sense, the plural would also be true – the fulfilment involved many generations of Abraham’s descendants until THE seed, Christ, finally came. 

But to THY/your seed, AS OF ONE/meaning one person.. Christ- The word seed in Hebrew and Greek can be used as singular, or collective. Paul gives us the meaning God intended. To accept one possible interpretation, e.g. seed= a single person, against alternative meanings, was a normal Rabbinical method of interpretation. **56 Some suggest that faced with rabbinical style arguments Paul uses the same, although what he is saying is less than true. But, having had revealed to him that the fulfilment was in Christ, Paul was saying truthfully what God intended seed to mean. Although the OT form of words didn’t make it clear, the truth is clear when it has been fulfilled. (OT promises are vague and embryonic. This focussing on part of an expression, and expansion into unforseen details is precisely what we should expect.) 

3:17 What I SAY/mean is- Paul makes use of the illustration to show that the Law can’t be used to restrict or cancel the Promise. The law, WHICH WAS/introduced 430 years AFTER/later- God had confirmed the promise to Jacob, Gen 28:14, and again just before he went down to Egypt, Gen 46:1-4. 

Footnote **55 That Paul had in mind ONE promise of blessing is shown by his using Promise in the singular in 3:17-18, 22, 29; Rom 4:13, 14, 16, 20. The other promise - that Abraham’s descendants would inherit the land of Israel - is irrelevant to Paul’s argument that Gentiles are blessed by Faith alone. And inheriting the land was conditional on the descendants being circumcised, Gen 17. Paul is talking about the unconditional promise of eternal blessing through Christ.

Footnote **56 Seed is used of other individuals, Seth, Gen 4:25, Ishmael, Gen 21:13; Samuel, 1 Sam, 1:11 – where MAN CHILD//son is Zera- Seed - and Solomon as a type of Christ, 2 Sam 7:12. To the Jews the word seed is a generic singular which refers to the whole of Israel as a single entity, as descended from Abraham, through Isaac, Gen 21:12, generation by generation. The FTs would have said that to inherit the promises Gentile Christians must make themselves children of Abraham by joining Israel in circumcision and Law-keeping. Nonsense, says Paul – only Christ can receive the promises, as He alone is the Promised One. And all those who put their trust in Christ receive the promised blessings in Him. That Christ alone qualified for the blessing and was the only channel for it to reach all families/nations, 3:28-29, proves that what Paul said was true. The blessing had already come to the Gentiles, in the Gospel, 3:14, 23, 25. God had done this, it’s not a matter that depends on Gentiles doing anything. God had called Abraham and given him the promise. God is now calling the Gentiles, they are receiving the fulfilment of that promise in Christ. God by His call is making a new creation, the church, 6:15, after the pattern of Abraham, and ignoring the division between Jew and Gentile caused by the Law. 

   That the promise to Abraham was repeated to Isaac, Gen 26:4 and to Jacob, Gen 28:14, makes them three witnesses needed to establish the truth of the promise, Deu 19:15. These patriarchs are mentioned together as one unit, Gen 28:13; 32:9; 48:16; 50:24; Acts 3:13; 7:32. **57 God had made a solemn promise to Abraham, and God never changes His mind, or has reason to, Rom 11:29. Cp 2 Cor 1:19-20. The Law can’t add restrictions to God’s unconditional promise. The Law wasn’t a step forward in the direct line from the promise to the coming of the Seed and the fulfilment of the promise. The Law came in from the side, Rom 5:20, played its part, and must now be allowed to withdraw. 

CANNOT DISANNUL/Does not set aside the covenant previously established- Prokuroo- Ratified before, established firmly and legally, guaranteed. **58 God had established His promise to Abraham in such a way that its terms were final, and fully assured. It was unilateral and unconditional. Abraham simply believed God – took Him at His word.  And that is true of what the Gospel offers, and Believers accept and are blessed.  

by God IN CHRIST- In whom the promise is fulfilled. MAKE OF NONE EFFECT/do away with the promise- Although Israel was later put under the Law, the promise to Abraham was unconditional. It didn’t rely on works – Law-keeping - at all. So that to demand that Gentile Christians be circumcised and keep the Law made no sense, and insulted God by saying that He was like a salesman having requirements hidden in small print on a contract. 

3:18 For if the inheritance- The Jews were interested only in the inheritance specific to them. If Israel was obedient, the land of Canaan with Messiah as its King, would be theirs, Mt 21:4-9; Acts 1:6-7. Paul ignores that - and here, and in 3:29; 4:1, 7, 30 he talks to Christians about The Gift-inheritance of a right relationship with God that God had granted to Abraham when Abraham believed/exercised faith. This blessedness that God promised Abraham would come through His seed, Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18, was now available worldwide.

Footnote **57 Those who enjoy exercising their wits in finding things in God’s Word to argue about say that the Law was give 645 years after the promise as 215 years passed before Jacob went to Egypt, Gen 12:4; 21:5; 25:26, 47:9. If so, the FTs couldn’t accuse Paul of exaggerating the time gap! Others point out that in Gen 15:13, quoted by Stephen Acts 7:6, that period is called 400 years. Some Rabbis say 400 years dates from the birth of the seed – Isaac – 30 years after the promise was made to Abraham. Joseph had been about 30 years in Egypt before Jacob came down. (Or there were 400 years oppression, which didn’t start while Joseph was alive.) But the probable solution is that in round numbers 430 years is approximately 400 years. Paul simply quotes one of the commonly accepted statements of Israel’s time in Egypt, that his opponents would not dispute. The important thing isn’t Paul’s source of information, but the fact that for some 400 years God’s promise to Abraham had continued unchanged/unchallenged. That’s the kernel. We shouldn’t be concerned about the husk.  

Footnote **58 God’s words are a complete guarantee in themselves. In addition to that they were repeated to Isaac and Jacob. And finally ratified, made irrevocable, by the death on the Cross of the One who made the promise and fulfilled it Heb 9:15-22. 

BE OF/depends on the law.. IS no MORE OF/longer depends on a promise- The inheritance - promised blessings - must be received either by faith, or by works. It can’t be by both - they can’t be mixed. If God’s blessing depends on following the Law, then it can’t depend on God’s promise, and vice-versa. Abraham had received God’s blessing because he believed God’s promise. The same is true of God’s dealings with Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. Israel was delivered from Egypt under Moses by God’s fulfilling His promise in grace, not as a reward for their works, Ex 3:6-12.

The Law offered rewards to be claimed by effort, and Israel had accepted this as a covenant, Ex 19:4-8; 24:3-8. But the promise to Abraham was a Sovereign Grant, not a negotiated agreement. It was an unconditional promise received by faith that brought blessing to Abraham. So it is with salvation which in the Gospel is offered as an unconditional, sovereign gift, and received by faith. **59 And what He has promised is to be received - the inheritance made our own, and lived in joyfully - by Faith, Rom 8:1-16; Eph 2:1-10. 

But God in his grace gave Charizomai- the verbal form of Charis- Grace. it to Abraham BY/through a promise- God gives freely in Grace without in any way requiring people to deserve what He gives. God gave righteousness to Abraham, placed it upon him, not because Abraham deserved it, but as a gift of Grace. That he received it by faith was the effect of God’s action, not the cause of it. And the same is true of God’s promise of blessing to the world that Paul is talking about. The Pharisees denied this – see **42. This was totally different in principle from the Law-covenant under which a man would be blessed or cursed according to his behaviour. Cp 2:15-16; 3:2, 5. 

Footnote **59 When you hear people call this a “Covenant of Grace” beware. Neither the name nor the concept is found in the Bible. Grace gives freely. To human minds the word “Covenant” suggests that we have to keep our side of the agreement – we must do something. And this always brings in some form of reliance on human works, and credit to those who achieve them. If in any sense we “take up the covenant” any failure to live up to our promise 100% must bring us under the curse of having broken the covenant. Any idea of a salvation that depends, in any sense, on our DOING things offers no hope. Relying on what Christ has done robs us of any chance of self-righteous pride, but offers us the security of Heb 4:9-16; Jude 24, and the challenge to live rightly, 1 Jn 3:1-3. 

The Gospel is a Promise that says what God will do for the Believer. And in sovereign grace God causes the Believer to be born of the Spirit, baptised of the Spirit into the church, Christ’s body, and given the Spirit to drink. Then led by the Spirit, we’re enabled by the Spirit to sow to the Spirit, and as we do that the Spirit produces His fruit in the Believer’s life, 3:14; 4:6; 5:5, 16-18, 22-25; 6:8; Jn 1:12: 3:5; Rom 8:1-16; 1 Cor 12:13, etc. Man’s believing is in no sense a work that qualifies him for the gift. It’s his Spirit-enabled response by which the Gift becomes His and by which he uses that gift vigorously. Cp Paul’s experience in Phil 3:3-21.

Appendix                  Illustrations of Redemption

In the OT only a relation had the right to redeem. He was a “Kinsman-Redeemer – Gaal – as Boaz was to Ruth.  Christ qualified to be our Redeemer by becoming a man – one of us, Heb 2:11-18. The situation is strange to modern man, but similar customs were common in central Africa. Three stories from there may provide useful illustrations. 

A family became so poor that only one man was left free, and so unless he redeemed them, no one could. He went to live in the forest and spent his time gathering honey from wild hives. He said that all the time the bees were stinging him, he kept thinking of the brother, sister, etc who would be redeemed by the price of the honey, and so could bear the pain. (Cp Heb 12:2). As family members were redeemed they came and built their homes, gardens, etc around his, and helped to raise the redemption money for others. They proudly named themselves and their village after their Redeemer. 

In contrast to this is the story of a man who lived in poverty to redeem his sister who was the slave of a chief. He paid over the price, and went gladly to tell her she was free and could come home with him. She had been living comfortably, and looking at the obviously poor man, refused to be redeemed by him. In such cases the redemption price wasn’t returned to the redeemer, and the refusal of redemption was final. Christ has paid the redemption price, and it is a dreadful thing for sinners to refuse redemption and prefer to live as slaves of self and sin, Jn 3:19-20; Heb 10:26-31. The lesson is made clear by the story of a young man purchased by the agents of a chief from a distant tribe. The chief treated him as his best friend and he lived so well that free when his relatives came and paid the redemption price for him. he scornfully refused to be set free. When the chief died he became the obvious centre of attention, and thought he might be going to be made the next chief. When he was brought before the tribal elders and asked if he had been the chief’s closest friend he gladly agreed. He was then told that tribal custom was that the chief should not be lonely in the spirit world of the dead, his closest friend was killed so as to accompany him. That had been the reason for the chief’s show of kindness. And as he had refused redemption, there was no escape – he would join his master!
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