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An ATTEMPT at

              Listening to the Lord

                                In

ACTS 

 (Christ Builds His Church 

· By Including Gentiles)

15:1-35 Gentile Believers and the O.T. Law.

16:1-18:28 2nd Missionary Journey – Philippi- to Corinth.

I believe the best way to hear what God has to say to us is to read and re-read Scripture for ourselves. Whatever further ideas we gain by reading what others have written can then be checked against this. I’ve not printed the full text of Acts so that you will need to read from your own Bible as you make use of this booklet. May God in His Grace give you joy in your studies as He has in mine.

E Read 

Explanation of Abbreviations: OT= Old Testament. NT= New Testament. BRETHREN/brothers is KJV/Niv. [RT]= Received Text. [Nes]= Nestle Text. [MT] Masoretic Text, Hebrew Old Testament. LXX= Greek Septuagint Old Testament. Cp= Compare with the Scriptures that follow. Mss= Manuscripts. (See Booklet 1 for list of books I found helpful in preparing this.)
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INTRODUCTION

Chapter 15 is the mid-point of the book of Acts, and also the turning point. In chapters 1-14 Jerusalem and the 12 Apostles had been the centre of church life and Gospel outreach. In chapters 16-28 the 12 Apostles are mentioned only in 16:4, and the Jerusalem church in 21:17-25, and their impact on the expanding Church is still limited to the conference recorded in 15:4-29. The record of the Gospel outreach is linked with the Apostle Paul, and Church life is now centred on the Elders of the various churches.

Relationships Between Jews & Gentiles (God’s Relationship with Jews & Gentiles)

Wherever the Jews went they set up synagogues and set up two tensions between them and the Gentile community. The positive tension was that amidst the folly, superstition and corruption of the ancient religious world they proclaimed the saving knowledge of the true God, and the moral standards which He required of those who worshipped Him. This light of truth attracted many of the more thoughtful, moral and idealistic pagans. But then these people faced the negative element of tension. Greeks reverenced the human body - circumcision involved the mutilation of the body. People who had risen above superstition about foods, rituals, sacrifices etc and were concerned with ethical right and wrong, were reluctant to accept that eating this food, and not that, could somehow make one clean, righteous and holy. So while some Gentiles were willing to become Jews, many God-fearers accepted the Bible revelation of God’s being and the moral actions that pleased Him, but were not willing to become Jews. They rightly objected to being called unclean, by Jews who argued that even if Jews didn’t live good lives, and cheated in business, they were clean and acceptable to God. If becoming a Christian required one to become a Jew the Gospel was only a little better than the OT Law. It was essential that the church find the true way forward in a balance between individual freedom, and obedient Godly living. 

For generations Godly Jews (such as Ezra and Nehemiah) had struggled to maintain loyalty to God under the Law of Moses, and separation from the idolatry of the Gentiles. And later when the Syrians had almost abolished circumcision, Law-keeping, and temple worship, the Maccabees had fought heroically to maintain them. Even a liberal Jew such as Philo insisted that circumcision was essential. The idea that godliness, circumcision and Law-keeping were inseparable had become ingrained in Jewish thinking. Escaping persecution from the Jewish Rulers, and winning Jewish converts to Christ made being zealous for the Law, 21:20, seem essential to Jerusalem Christians. That after winning a verdict against the circumcision of Gentiles Paul had a half-Gentile (Timothy) circumcised shows that he wasn’t fanatically opposed to circumcision. And that he accepted that the 15:9-29 verdict said nothing against Jewish Believers being circumcised and continuing to keep the Law. 

Relationships Between Jewish Christians & Gentile Christians  (must reflect God’s relationship with Gentile Believers) The question the Conference at Jerusalem had to answer was vital – were Gentiles to be admitted to Christian fellowship on the basis of Faith alone, or did they have to be circumcised and obey the Law of Moses? Behind that was the question as to whether Salvation, (acceptance with God) was possible to uncircumcised Gentiles.

God had taught Peter that He made the Gentiles who put their faith in Christ clean, and that Christian Jews must accept them as clean without their keeping the Law. Led by the Apostles the Jewish church had accepted this, 11:18, and as everyone in their church was a Law-keeping Jew, accepting that a few uncircumcised Gentiles far away on the fringe of the church were their Brothers was no problem. But when some of them went to Antioch they were shocked to find that most of the Christians were Gentiles, and Jewish Christians were accepting them as equals. They realised that if this continued, Moses and the Law would be replaced by Christ and the Gospel. Jews preferred to think that being baptised in Christ’s name marked out Christian Jews as a Godly group within Judaism. 

Pharisees had always concentrated on obeying the detailed commands of the Law, and adding more and more details to it. Pharisees converted to Christ insisted that Gentile converts had always had to obey the Law, and for men that began with circumcision. The only change was that now converts had to acknowledge Christ as their Saviour by being baptised in His name. But as God continued to add many Gentiles to churches such as Antioch, they saw that the Jewish way of life was threatened. They insisted, that unless Gentile Christians became Jews, Jewish Christians must not have fellowship with them 15:1, 5. This would split the church into Jewish and Gentile fellowships unless a way to go forward together could be found. And the Pharisee Christian alternative Gospel was not a gospel at all, Gal 1:6-9. The Gospel guarantees forgiveness of sins, new life and power by the indwelling Spirit, to all who put their trust in Christ – all who receive Him by faith. As soon as anyone adds to that things like “You must also keep the Law, keep the Sabbath, believe the correct doctrine, continue to lead a Godly life, speak in tongues, etc,” their “Gospel” denies God’s Gospel. Behind the demand “You must believe this and do that or WE won’t accept you” lies “and God won’t save you either,” 15:1.

The Pharisee Christians refused to sit at the Lord’s table and take the bread and wine in fellowship with “unclean” Gentile Believers. They condemned other Jewish Believers for doing that, and for visiting Gentile homes, etc. It was clear to Paul – made clear by the Holy Spirit who had given Paul the Gospel to preach - that behind the practical question of table fellowship was the fact of what the Gospel offer of Salvation was. Ultimately table fellowship refused becomes a denial of Salvation by faith, 15:1.

Before the debate and decision of chapter 15:1-21 we’ve seen that God opened a door of faith to the Gentiles, 14:27, filled them with Joy and the Holy Spirit, 13:52, and worked wonders among them, 14:3. They were disciples of Jesus, 14:20-21, as were the saints at Jerusalem, 6:1, and patiently suffering on their way to the Kingdom, 14:22. God had shown that Gentiles who believe in Christ are made full members of His church (just as believing Jews are) by giving them at Caesarea a parallel Pentecost, without requiring circumcision or Law-keeping, 10:44-48. And they had been baptised in the name of Jesus, as the Jews had been, Acts 2:38. 

The leaders of the Jerusalem church faced these facts. They acknowledged that God who knows men’s hearts, had showed His approval of Gentile converts by giving them the Holy Spirit just as He had given the Jews. He had forgiven their sins and given them His Spirit without their being circumcised or keeping the Law. As Jews and Gentiles were equally saved by the grace of God, to demand further action by the Gentiles was putting God to the test – challenging Him as to the rightness of His action, 15:10. God had continued to work wonders and miracles among the Gentiles as He had among the Jews, so this showed that He continued to approve of the conversion of Gentiles and their reception into church fellowship without their having been circumcised. 

The Four Necessary Things.

The Apostles, Elders and Jerusalem church rejected the teaching that Gentile converts needed to be circumcised and keep the Law. God had accepted and saved uncircumcised believing Gentiles just as He accepted believing Law-keeping Jews – they were equally “clean” and in fellowship with Him. As God had accepted these Gentiles it was wrong and foolish for His Jewish children to refuse to accept them and eat with them. But so that Jewish Christians could still follow their conscience and be loyal to the Law, they decided that there were four things Gentile Christians must not do.

The first three were about food, as the great barrier between Jews and Gentiles was the fact that Gentiles ate food that Jews were forbidden to eat, so could not have meals with them. (Jews have their own butchers to make sure the meat they eat is “kosher” = approved by the Law. See Footnote 1.) The rules stated that Gentile Christians should avoid the uncleanness of idolatry so must not eat food offered to idols. They must not eat blood, or meat from animals strangled to death as that left the blood in the meat. The fourth rule was that they must not commit sexual immorality. 

The Jerusalem Conference – was it a Council?

Some Christians like to consider this as the “First Church Council,” and therefore authorising all the “Church Councils,” of later church history. Many helpful decisions were made at later Church Councils, but such “Councils” become possible only under nominally “Christian” emperors, who often presided over them. So decisions were often made that pleased the Emperor, rather than pleased God and conformed to His Word. Often the control of church property was the major concern, rather than the salvation of souls.

But it’s true that everything recorded in Acts is intended to show Believers that problems and dangers will arise, and that we are to face and solve them, as the early church did. What is written in Scripture was written for our learning to warn us of dangers, and encourage us to act before God, according to His principles, in dependence on His Spirit to over-rule and guide.

So from Acts 15 we learn that when disagreement about doctrine and practices disrupts God’s church, responsible leaders should meet together to find God’s solution that will enable them to go forward together in fruitful fellowship in obedience to His revealed will – and in the light of the realities of the situation. We must face those realities, as they did, and not insist on enforcing our traditional priorities, or even the highest standards/ideals of God’s word. (Even Moses couldn’t enforce them, Mk 10:4-9. Saying no Christian who had more than one wife could be a church member, or an elder, was easy in Victorian England, but could cause worse problems in Central Africa, etc.) This decree has been criticised as being a compromise between the need of freedom and the need of Law-obedience – and later statements were needed in Paul’s letter to Galatians. It was simply a practical way of going forward together, and that, (I believe) makes it a good example of how to deal with matters which don’t threaten essential doctrines. God would give his final verdict in history – as the destruction of the Temple, and the church becoming overwhelmingly Gentile - altered the whole situation. And for us God gave us His last word on the subject in the Epistle to the Galatians, where Paul sets out the doctrinal and practical basis for all Christians to live free of circumcision and Law-keeping. 

On-going Life of the Church after Acts 15

Nothing is said in Acts 15 about Jewish Christians ceasing to circumcise their sons, and keep the Law. Jewish Christians continued to use the Temple until it was destroyed. Christians continued to attend synagogues, until they were expelled. Christians continued to preach from the OT, and Jewish Christians were never discouraged from Law-keeping, but they are strongly reminded that it is the Holy Spirit, not Law-keeping, that is the basis of Christian life and living, Rom 8:1-16; Gal 3:1-6:16. Throughout the Epistle to Hebrews/Jews they are taught to keep their eyes on Christ and His work, not Moses and his Law. Their Law-keeping is to be a matter of conscience before God, not of commandment, and they are forbidden to insist that what they consider they should do in order to honour God is to be made the rule by which they judge others, Rom 14:1-15:7. Mutual love for truth, mutual sharing of truth in love for each other, mutual consideration for the views of others, are all to be expressions of living in the love of God, and in mutual love for one another, 1 Cor 13:1-8; Eph 4:11-16; Phil 2:1-16; 2 Tim 2:22-26; Jude 20-25; 

Paul’s attitude to the Jews displayed in Rom 9-11 gives us a fair understanding of this. About 300 years later, when the Apostate Church was modelling itself on the pattern of the Kingdom and Priesthood of Israel, it saw the Jews as a rival claimant to that kind of position, and began to persecute them. 

The decision at Jerusalem smoothed out the path for Law-keeping Jews and Law-free Gentiles to enjoy full fellowship. It didn’t solve all the problems –as always, parties involved tend to view the decree differently as they start from different assumptions. Paul in Galatians, and in Rom 7-11; 14:1-15; 1 Cor 8-10, etc had to clarify points and leave the guidance we receive in its permanent form so that for all time we can find in Scripture a positive statement about which aspects of any culture are definitely objectionable to God, and a hindrance to inter-cultural fellowship between His children/members of His church. 

15:1-35 The Jerusalem Conference - Must All Christians obey OT Law? 

(This reopens the question which had been settled in 11:15-18. There it was declared that in order to receive God’s salvation and enjoy fellowship with Him Gentile Believers didn’t need to commit themselves to Law-keeping by being circumcised. And that as God had received them without their being circumcised and keeping the Law of Moses, Jewish Believers must also receive them. In the flourishing church at Antioch circumcised, Law-keeping Jews, and uncircumcised non Law-keeping Gentiles shared happy fellowship in the Lord, and brothers sent from Jerusalem had approved of this. From that church God had sent out Paul and Barnabas to proclaim the Gospel and reap a great harvest of souls for the Lord without requiring the Gentile converts to be circumcised. 

That had now been challenged by  Pharisee Christian Jews. They were insisting that Christians must keep the Law in order to be saved, and live to please God. This was denying the Gospel which says that Salvation is a gift of unconditional grace, to be lived out in the power of the Spirit, and in no way earned or merited. But even Godly men can hold on to their heresies, and in self-righteous pride insist that in doing this they are honouring God. And insist confidently that their distorted version of past events is the true one. In Acts local Assemblies, even those less than a year old, were autonomous, and under their elders directly responsible to God, 14:23. Each church was responsible to the Head of the Church, to act for Him in the realities of the local culture and situation. Cp Rev 1:13 where the Lord is seen moving among the seven churches, dealing with each individually according to their setting and needs, as shown in the letters to them. 

It wasn’t that the church at Antioch had to appeal to the central church authority at Jerusalem and abide by its decisions. It wasn’t the Jerusalem church setting up a “Church Council” and demanding that delegates from Antioch come to them. The problem at Antioch had been caused by men who came from Jerusalem. From what is said in Gal 2 it seems that they had claimed that the Jerusalem Apostles and church required Gentiles to be circumcised. And claimed that this was part of the original Gospel. As Jerusalem was the original church, and the Lord’s 12 Apostles were leaders there, this claim had to be taken seriously. So Antioch sent Paul, Barnabas etc to Jerusalem to test these claims. 

The Apostles, Elders and the whole Church at Jerusalem met and listened to the Pharisee Christians, and listened to Paul and Barnabas. After full and open public discussion a decision was reached that confirmed that the Jerusalem Apostles believed and taught the same Gospel truths that Paul had been given direct from God. Cp Gal 2:1-10. As a result Christians everywhere were reassured that there was one church, one faith, one Spirit etc Eph 4:5. 

Throughout Acts Luke reports the disagreements cheerfully, as being a normal part of the progress of God’s work that can be used constructively as truth is spoken in love. This is the only time we read of Believers from different cities joining a conference to discuss a problem, but in some ways it’s similar to the handling of the risk of schism (division) between Grecians and Hebraists in 6:1-7.)

15:1-3 Some MEN CAME DOWN FROM JUDEA to Antioch- Self-appointed teachers not sent by the Holy Spirit, or by the Jerusalem church, 15:24. As Pharisee Christians they were more Pharisees than Christians as they taught that obeying rules was what pleased God. And that everyone must believe what they believed and do what they did. Cp Mk 3:1-6; Lk 11:37-42.

TAUGHT/were teaching.. unless you are CIRCUMCISED- Circumcision was part of the Law, Lev 12:3, etc but dated from Abraham, Gen 17:10-14; Jn 7:22. Being circumcised committed a man to keep all the commands of God’s Law, Gal 5:2-6. you CANNOT BE SAVED- They acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah and Saviour, but taught that the Salvation He provided must be fitted into the existing Law-Covenant - all Christians must obey the Law given at Sinai 

This brought PAUL AND BARNABAS into sharp dispute and debate WITH THEM- Their teaching clashed with the Gospel God had given Paul to preach - that Salvation was granted by God as a gift to believers in Christ, 13:38-39. Cp 16:30-31. Barnabas knew that the Jerusalem Apostles and church had confessed that the Holy Spirit coming on people – their being born of the Spirit and baptised of the Spirit marked them as being saved, 10:44-48; 11:15-18; Jn 3:2-16; 1 Cor 12:13. And the majority of the Church in Antioch were uncircumcised, yet living in happy fellowship with Jewish Believers. This new teaching was a great shock, contradicting their God-given experience. 

But legalists are expert at setting up “logical arguments,” against the Gospel. This was true of Pharisee Christians then – and true today of those who insist that Salvation granted in Grace to those who receive Christ by faith is not enough unless people also keep the “Covenant” rules of God’s Law, or the rules of some church. As far as possible we’re to avoid arguments, but this teaching denied the basic truth of the Gospel – that salvation is given by God in grace, and people receive it by Faith. And that our lives are transformed as we let the Holy Spirit direct our lives. So Paul and Barnabas argued very strongly against them and their teaching. Cp Rom 7:1-8:16.

So PAUL AND BARNABAS were appointed with some others- The Christians at Antioch asked them to go as they wanted the matter to be settled. 
If this was the visit of Gal 2:2, we know that God also revealed to Paul that he should go up to Jerusalem confirming that the decision made by the Church was also God’s will. Decisions made prayerfully and Divine guidance can, and ought to, go together, 1:21-26; 15:28. A Gentile named Titus was one of the other delegates. 

GO TO JERUSALEM and see THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS- Only one article for the two words so they formed one group of church leaders at Jerusalem, not two groups. (This chapter is the last time in Acts that the Jerusalem Apostles are mentioned. Leadership in the church passed to elders as the normal pattern of church Government developed.) ABOUT THIS QUESTION Barnabas may have felt he was answerable to Jerusalem as the church there had sent him to Antioch, 11:22. Paul wasn’t answerable to Jerusalem as he had been called and taught directly from God, Gal 1:12, but he knew it was important that fellowship between the Jewish Believers and the Gentile Believers should be maintained, Gal 2:2. The Pharisee intruders were determined to put the new wine of the Gospel and the Church into the old wine-skin of Judaism, Lk 5:37-39. Yet claimed to represent the true Gospel as taught at Jerusalem. Paul, Barnabas and some other leaders went to Jerusalem to prove that Christians didn’t need to become Jews, before further Gospel outreach among Gentiles.

The church sent them.. PASSED/travelled THROUGH Phoenicia.. SAMARIA- As, like Antioch, these areas had been evangelised by Hellenists, scattered when Stephen was murdered, 11:19-21, they would be especially interested in the news. DECLARING/told how THE GENTILES had been converted- Epistrophe- Turned, turned round - turned to God through the Gospel, as in 13:48; 1 Th 1:9. On their way to Jerusalem Paul and Barnabas continued their normal preaching of the Gospel, and their report on the progress of the Gospel. 

The news CAUSED GREAT JOY/made all the brothers very glad- The joy produced by the Gospel preaching of Paul and Barnabas, 13:52, and the joy of the Believers in hearing of the spread of the Gospel, confirmed that what they were teaching was God’s truth and that God was using it.

15:4-6 CAME TO JERUSALEM.. WELCOMED BY THE CHURCH.. APOSTLES.. ELDERS- Received as welcome guests. REPORTED EVERYTHING GOD HAD DONE THROUGH THEM- The Scripture makes clear that it was GOD who had done the work that resulted from the preaching of Paul and Barnabas. GOD had done the work when Peter preached to Cornelius and had him baptised and welcomed into full church fellowship. Those who criticised Peter, Paul and Barnabas for eating with uncircumcised Gentile converts, were criticising God for making those converts members of His church! Most Believers appreciated God’s grace seen in their fruitful labours.

BUT/Then some OF the Believers who belonged to THE SECT/party OF THE PHARISEES- The Pharisees were an important group within Judaism. They insisted that Godliness was obedience to every detail of the Law, and to the extensions of the Law that they had made. As the Lord Jesus broke their rules they insisted that He was a sinner, and that He be crucified for Law-breaking, Mt 23:23-39; Mk 3:1-6; Jn 9:22-34, etc. These Pharisees had added belief in Jesus Christ as the Messiah and Saviour to their beliefs, but their words show that they were fitting Christ and His Gospel into the framework of their old beliefs – in spite of the Lord’s warnings, Mt 9:16-17; 16:6-12; Mk 2:21-22; Lk 5:36-39. They still held to their belief that Law-keeping was essential for Salvation, and were determined that the church was to be a godly remnant within Judaism. 

The Gentiles must- Dei. Luke uses this word for fundamental requirements, as set by God, 1:16, 22; 3:21; 4:12; 5:29; 9:6, 16; 14:22; etc. be circumcised.. KEEP/obey THE LAW OF MOSES- Gentiles such as Titus, Gal 2:3, who was here in Jerusalem with Paul, or Gentiles at Antioch etc must be circumcised and keep the Law in order to be accepted as Christians. They said Jews couldn’t have fellowship with them until that happened. By saying this they showed they were false brethren, Gal 2:4, in that while they were part of the Christian fellowship they denied the core of the Gospel – Salvation granted by Grace, received by faith in Christ, and made effective by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS CAME TOGETHER/met TO CONSIDER THIS MATTER/question- To explore the different views on the matter, and consider them in the light of the OT, and in the Spirit-guided experience of the church up to that point of time. They may have met privately at first, but from 15:12 it’s quite clear that the whole church was present to hear the arguments and the final decision. The discussion was under the control of the leaders, and the decision was in their hands. 

5:7 AND WHEN THERE HAD BEEN/After MUCH DISPUTING/discussion- A long and thorough discussion was needed for speakers for and against the circumcision of Gentiles to state their case, and the reasons for it. When the arguments had been thoroughly stated the Apostles and Elders could consider all the aspects of the situation. And, in dependence on God’s presence and guidance 15:25; Mt 18:19-21, make a decision that was His will, and that would be seen to be fair and make sense to the whole church, Rom 12:17. Luke gives no details of the various viewpoints expressed. Instead he gives briefly the three statements that bring the discussion to an end so that a written decision can be supplied to the church at Antioch etc. 

PETER.. SAID MEN AND BRETHREN/Brothers- Peter spoke as a faithful witness to his Lord reminding his Brothers in Christ of what the Lord had commanded him to do, and how it worked out. (Not as some have taught, as the 1st Pope telling the 1st Church Council what they must do!) Peter’s contribution was typical of him – impulsive and generous.

You KNOW.. GOD MADE CHOICE- Aorist tense– at a point of time God intervened, and the consequences of that intervention remain. Throughout Acts God’s actions decided the life of His church, just as they had always been the basis of the life of His people, 1:2-8; 22-26; Num 16:5; Deu 4:37; 7:7; 21:5; Josh 24:15; Ps 33:12; 47:4; Lk 9:35. AMONG US/you- The Pharisee Christians were setting themselves up as the guardians and interpreters of the Gospel. The fact that God hadn’t chosen them to take the Gospel to the Gentiles was a good reason for believing that God didn’t think their ideas better than those of Peter and Paul, etc. This gave Peter the right and responsibility to give God’s view on the subject. God had shown that what He required of the Gentles wasn’t circumcision, but to hear and believe the Gospel.

THAT THE GENTILES BY/from MY MOUTH/lips SHOULD/might HEAR THE WORD/message OF THE GOSPEL AND BELIEVE- God chose who was to open the Gospel door to the Gentiles – in principle in Mt 16:19, and made it a reality as recorded in 10:1-11:18. Peter had made it clear that salvation was for all who believe, 10:43 and those Gentiles had glorified God by believing the Gospel - it doesn’t state that they believed but obviously they did. Cp 13:12, 39, 41, 48; 14:1, 22, 27. God confirmed that He had chosen Peter – and later had chosen Paul and Barnabas as His spokesman, preaching His Gospel, by the fact that through their preaching Gentiles were saved. 

15:8-9 GOD who knows THE HEARTS/heart- We have to make decisions based on appearances. God’s decisions are soundly based as He knows the hearts of everyone, knows what they really want, are willing to do, are capable of, etc. God had known the hearts of Cornelius and his friends when He sent Peter to preach the Gospel to them, and He knew their heart response of faith when He sent the Spirit upon them visibly. 
BARE THEM WITNESS/showed that He accepted them by GIVING THE HOLY Spirit to them- God gave His witness – showed that He approved of the Gentiles becoming His children and members of His church - by giving them the Holy Spirit. Nobody could suggest that Peter was wrong in making Believers of these Gentiles, and receiving them, as it was God Himself who had received them and demonstrated this visibly as at Pentecost. Nobody had invited them to decide for Christ, counselled them, laid hands on them, circumcised or baptised them. They had been told the Gospel message, briefly, and God had done the rest. They had been born again and united to Christ by the Holy Spirit, so they had become at once holy people, God indwelt. That the Spirit came upon them visibly and audibly was instant proof of the fact that God accepted them. That a person’s life is transformed towards Christ-likeness is a convincing sign but not an instantaneous sign.

Just AS HE DID to US He made NO DIFFERENCE/distinction- God had made no difference in the way He treated Law-keeping Jews who had proved their devotion to Him by being His faithful disciples before His death, and the way He treated uncircumcised Gentiles who had only just heard the Gospel and accepted Christ by faith, without time to have done any works at all. God showed that He accepted uncircumcised Gentiles giving the first of them His Spirit visibly, in the same way that He had to the first Jewish members of His church at Jerusalem. This showed that He received them as Gentiles in exactly the same way as He received Jews. Cp Rom 3:22; 10:12. Peter, and all God’s other children must not treat Jewish Believers differently from Gentile Believers, because God made no distinction between them. 

PURIFYING/He purified THEIR HEARTS BY FAITH- He removed the sin from their heart so that they ceased to be enemies of God and unclean in His sight, 10:15.
 Their hearts weren’t purified by circumcision and Law-obedience or by Christian baptism, or by Christian living. God had purified their hearts when they put their trust in Christ and He had demonstrated that by baptising them in the Spirit, and as a result the right thing was for them to be baptised in water. As God can have no fellowship with sin, and God the Holy Spirit came upon them, there was obviously nothing unclean in their being uncircumcised and not being Law-observant. Yet the Pharisee Christians were saying that until they were circumcised and committed to Law-keeping they were unclean - and Jewish Christians must not take the bread and wine with them at the Lord’s table, or eat with Christian Gentiles in their home. 

15:10 THEREFORE/then WHY TEMPT/try to test- Peirazo- To tempt or test is to do something so as to see what will happen. The word is used of Satan testing Jesus in the wilderness, Lk 4:2. GOD- To TEMPT/test God is to challenge God by going against His revealed will by following our preferences or prejudices to see if He will allow us to do that - as Israel did, Ex 17:2-7; Deu 6:13-19. Wilful opposition will smash us against His purposes, or at least rob us of the blessing of fellowshipping with Him. Ananias and Saphira had tempted God, 5:9.

by putting A YOKE on THE NECK/necks OF THE DISCIPLES- To make Gentiles take up the work of trying to obey the Law, was like yoking oxen to a heavy cart, or plow, and demanding that they pull it. Cp Deu 21:3, and figuratively, 2 Chr 10:10; Ps 2:3; 1 Tim 6:1. Christ contrasted the heavy yoke of the Law with His light yoke, Mt 11:29-30. that NEITHER we nor OUR FATHERS have been ABLE TO BEAR-
 Human nature is too weak to profit from the Law, so it’s an unrewarding burden, Rom 8:1-4; Gal 5:1; 6:13. As well as being an insult to God, Gal 2:21-3:3, pretending that the work of His Holy Spirit in the hearts of Believers, is inadequate without their determined efforts at Law-keeping. It was also useless. Trying to keep the Law never made anyone righteous or able to live righteously – live in fellowship with God, Gal 3:10. It never brought peace of conscience, or the certainty of acceptance with God, even when one had made all the appropriate sacrifices, Heb 9:9-14; 10:1-10.

15:11 WE- The Lord’s authorised witnesses, the Apostles, and the elders the Spirit had raised up. BELIEVE THAT it is THROUGH THE GRACE OF THE/our LORD JESUS CHRIST- Our trust is in the Lord Jesus and in His saving Grace and power, 3:16; 4:10-12; 10:43; 13:48; Gal 1:6; 2:21; 5:2-4; Eph 1:3-7; 2:4-8, etc. That it was by Grace ruled out any idea of circumcision or Law-keeping being needed to make anyone acceptable to God. And it makes nonsense of any idea that the grace of God was given to help people keep the Law. Peter is giving an absolute denial of the claim made by Pharisee Christians in 15:1. 

That WE SHALL BE/are SAVED- The Greek Aorist infinitive says simply We are believing in order to be saved - expressing a timeless truth that applies to the past, present and future. But the emphasis is on the fact that God had made a decisive action – saved believing Gentiles as Gentiles, believing Jews as Jews, and that meant He will continue to do so eternally. When God gave the Holy Spirit to Jews at Pentecost and Gentiles in the house of Cornelius that expressed His permanent commitment to saving them, and to saving Jewish and Gentile Believers on the same terms, Gal 2:15-16.

EVEN/just AS THEY are- The Pharisee Christians were demanding that Gentile converts submit to the same religious requirements that were dear to them. The Jerusalem Apostles and Paul knew that Justification and Salvation depends on the atoning death of Christ Jesus, and is by the grace of God, and received by Faith, Rom 3:9, 24, 28; Eph 2:8; 1 Pet 1:8-12. Peter points out that God’s action in saving Believing Gentiles by Grace alone, without Law-keeping good works, showed that Jews couldn’t be saved, except on the same basis as God saved Gentiles. The Gospel has made circumcision and Law-obedience irrelevant – the one essential is to be born again, born of the Spirit, made a new creation, Jn 3:2-7; Rom 8:1-10; 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15. Unless the Pharisee Christian critics are, like the believing Gentiles, trusting in Christ and His atoning grace, those critics aren’t saved!

15:12 THEN the whole assembly KEPT SILENCE/became quiet- Peter, in reminding them of what God had done when he preached the Gospel to Cornelius and other Gentiles, helped everyone to settle down to listen to Paul and Barnabas telling the work God had done among the Gentiles as they preached the Gospel to them. as they listened TO BARNABAS AND PAUL- Barnabas was better known in Jerusalem, 4:36-37; 9:26-27; 11:22-26, so is mentioned first, and may have spoken first. In Gal 2 Paul gives some of the arguments he used against the Judaising teachers. 

DECLARING/telling about the MIRACLES/miraculous signs AND WONDERS GOD HAD done AMONG THE GENTILES BY/through THEM- It was God who had caused Barnabas and Paul to do what they had done among the Gentiles. He used them as His agents or tools. This makes it clear that if the hearers don’t like what the Preachers had said and done, they must argue with God about it, not with His servants. Cp Peter’s response to the Christian Pharisee Jews, 11:17. God had done the work of preaching the truth of His Gospel through His human agents, 2:22-43; 3:1-4:4; 5:12; 6:8; 8:5-8; 13:16-14:3. He had confirmed that they were doing His will, speaking in fellowship with Him by continuing to work miracles through them. 

15:13-18 James Sums Up

(By the grace of God, the congregation as a whole accepted what Paul and Barnabas reported as confirming that what they had been doing was done in fellowship with God. As it was the fulfilment of God’s will and purposes there was no need for further argument. Before making any statement about the action that should be taken James reminds them that God’s action through Peter in the case of Cornelius was beyond dispute. And he confirmed God’s will in the matter by finding in the OT a statement-promise of God which had been fulfilled by the adding of Gentile Believers to the church.) 

15:13-14 When they had finished JAMES- Presumably James the Lord’s brother, 1:14; 12:17; 21:18; Mk 6:3; 1 Cor 15:7; Gal 1:19; 2:6-9, 12. ANSWERED, SAYING/spoke up- As with the Lord in Lk 5:31-32 James spoke in answer to the questions that had been raised. What he said set the issues in the light of what God had already been doing through the preaching of Peter, Paul and Barnabas, and what God had promised in the OT. James didn’t speak as a gifted and powerful dictator who people must obey. God had given Him the ability to see the facts, and understand the concerns of those who argued, and sum it up in a way that all could accept as being God’s will for them to go ahead together in His work.

listen to ME- James was accepted by the Hebraic party as a godly, law-keeping Jew, and responsible elder. SIMEON/Simon DECLARED/described to us HOW GOD AT THE FIRST DID VISIT/showed his concern THE GENTILES- The language is typically Jewish. To visit is used in Lk 1:68, 78, 7:16 of God’s redemptive care for His people and His liberating action in Ex 3:16; 19:5; 23:22; Deu 7:6. James is saying that the experience of Peter in the house of Cornelius, 10:1-48, was an action of God similar to His “visiting” when He intervened and calling the Jews to Himself to be His people.

TO TAKE OUT/by taking from the Gentiles A PEOPLE FOR HIS NAME/himself- See 2:47;4:10-12; 10:42-44; Isa 43:21; Jn 10:16; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet 1:9-16. In the OT it was only the Jews who were God’s people, and that was a matter of race, ritual and religion, Ex 19:5-6. The church was now the people of God on earth, and when anyone put their faith in Christ, God the Spirit comes into them and indwells them and that automatically adds them to the people of God. To make this clear there were audible and visible signs the first time a group of Jews, Samaritans, or Gentiles were added to the church, 2:1-41; 8:4-17; 10:25-48.

15:15-16 TO THIS AGREE.. THE PROPHETS- Plural, the book-scroll of the 12 minor prophets which included Amos. are in agreement with this, AS IT IS WRITTEN- James said that what God has done when Peter preached to Cornelius, and Paul and Barnabas had preached to other Gentiles, was the sort of thing that God had promised He would do. What had happened agreed with what the prophets had written earlier, rather than fulfilled it,

AFTER THIS- When Amos lived David’s descendants – his “tent/household” – ruled over a small number of God’s people and soon they would go into Exile. At some future time God would RETURN- Take up again fulfilling His promises to David. rebuild THE TABERNACLE OF DAVID WHICH IS FALLEN DOWN/David’s fallen tent- Sukkah,
 The quote is from the LXX Amos 9:11-12. 
God was promising that He would rebuild David’s tent, and as a result many Gentiles would seek the Lord and become a people for His name. What James quoted was true of the work done by David’s “Seed”-descendant, Jesus the Messiah. As a result many Gentiles were being built into the new Spiritual Israel, forming a new spiritual temple, for the worship of God, composed of Jews and Gentiles, Eph 2:14-22; Gal 6:15-16. 

Its RUINS I will rebuild SET IT UP/restore it- I will take what is ruined, and build it up again. Cp Jer 12:15. God would rebuild Israel again – and while Israel had rejected the Messiah and His kingdom, God was indeed rebuilding a new household of David, a new Israel, through the crucified Christ.

15:17-18 THAT THE RESIDUE/remnant OF MEN MIGHT/may SEEK AFTER THE LORD- God’s purpose in rebuilding the fallen tent of David was that people would be encouraged to seek God and come into blessing. And that specifically included ALL THE GENTILES, UPON WHOM/that bear MY NAME IS CALLED- They are called by His name (e.g. CHRISTian) but what it says is that His name has been put on them = He has marked them out as His property. They would seek the Lord, but God doesn’t keep His distance and leave them to come if they happen to want to. He is actively calling them to Himself, putting His name on them, choosing them to be His so that they are able to choose Him - and working by His spirit to encourage them to do that, Lk 19:10. Their believing the Gospel and trusting Christ brings them into blessing but it’s also true that those who believe are the ones on whom He has put His seal. The two actions are inseparable. Eph 1:13; 4:13. He opens a wide door to all of them Jn 1:12, 29; 3:16; Gal 6:15-16; 1 Tim 2:4. James is saying that in Christ, David’s descendant, God opened the door for the admission of Gentiles into the people of God. Paul at the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch gave a similar meaning to- the sure mercies of David, 13:34. Gentiles from the Nations would flock to “David” as in Isa 55:3-5. But he wasn’t saying that these Gentiles would become Jews – be circumcised and live as Jcws in order to be saved. 

Says THE LORD, WHO does THESE THINGS- The fact that it’s the Lord who does all this means it is ridiculous and insulting to God for Pharisee Christians to refuse to co-operate with God in receiving in fellowship Gentile Believers received by Him. that have been KNOWN UNTO GOD.. FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD/for ages.

15:19-38 James Comment & the Council’s Letter

(Contrary to some false ideas, neither Peter nor James controlled the conference or made the decisions. James may have been in some sense acting as Chairman, or simply the Brother guided by the Spirit to realise that there had been sufficient discussion. The opposing points of view had been stated, questions answered, and it was now the right time to reach a considered verdict. James, on the basis of the evidence from Peter, Barnabas, Paul and Amos, stated what seemed to him acceptable to the Apostles and Elders, and to God’s will as they understood the indications of His will to be. When his stated opinion was accepted by everyone as being God’s will, this unity gave them confidence to state that their decision reflected the Holy Spirit’s decision on the matter, 15:28.

While the Pharisee Christians had claimed that James supported them against Paul, Gal 2:9, 12, James makes it clear that the one true Gospel offers Salvation as a Gift, to be received by Faith, although his emphasis may be rather different from Paul’s. Cp Gal 2:6-10. Such differences are God’s will for us so that each of us can play our proper role in the life of the body of Christ, 1 Cor 12. To demand that believing Gentiles be circumcised and become Jews was forbidden, as causing them needless trouble. But there were four things Gentiles must avoid in order to fellowship with their Brothers and Sisters in Christ – idolatry, sexual immorality and eating blood. For the church to be divided into Jewish and Gentile factions would be a disgrace and hinder the Gospel being believed. If Gentile Christians kept these rules Jewish Believers would be free to fellowship with them without stunting themselves spiritually by going against their Law-trained consciences, Rom 14:1-15:7. And gladly working at pleasing each other was pleasing to God, as well as being spiritually helpful to the individual Believer, Phil 2:1-16.

That the decree is stated in rather different words in 15:20, 29; 21:25 assures us that it’s the principles, the ideas, that matter most, not one correct formula. Gentile Christians being required to keep only these four rules, while Jewish Christians continued to keep the Law solved the problem at that stage. This decision recognised that the O.T. continued to be God’s Word to all Believers, but God continued to reveal His will more fully and in greater detail. Galatians gives us his final word on the place of the Law in the life of the Believer. And the principles under which people with different convictions are to fellowship are set out in permanent form in Cp Rom 14:1-15:10; 1 Cor 8-10.

The decision set Paul etc, free to preach among the Gentiles this Law-free Gospel, in fellowship with the older Jewish churches. In the rest of Acts the church is shown as continuing to bring the Lord’s saving Gospel and power to all the nations of the world, as commanded in 1:8.)

15:19-20 It is MY SENTENCE/judgment- Krino- A personal opinion as in 4:19; 13:46; 16:15; 20:16; 26:8. Or a considered decision, or judgment including a formal court hearing and its verdict as in 3:13; 7:7; 13:27, 46; 17:31; 20:16; 21:25; 23:3, 6; 24:6, 21; 25:9, 10, 20, 25; 26:6, 8; 27:1. James had reviewed the reports on God’s actions given by Peter, Paul and Barnabas, and what they had said agreed with the words of Amos. Based on these facts James may have intended to state his personal opinion as to what they should decide to do. But the fact that in doing so he was filled with wisdom, and the Spirit, meant that what he understood and said was a statement that was acceptable to God, and to God’s people as a moderate course of action in response to what God was obviously doing.

THAT WE should not TROUBLE/make it difficult for- Parenochleo- The word is used in the LXX of Delilah pestering Samson, Jdg 14:17. THE GENTILES turning TO GOD- The Gentile converts are the result of God’s working, and so must be welcomed, not pestered with demands that they be circumcised and keep the OT Law as Jews did. 

BUT THAT/Instead WE should WRITE- Epistello- A written message of instruction, as in 21:25; Heb 13:22. THAT THEY/to ABSTAIN FROM- Apechomai. The word is used of prohibitions in 1 Th 4:3; 5:22; 1 Tim 4:3; 1 Pet 2:11; LXX Job 28:28. Obedience to these would demonstrate that in confessing Christ they had truly turned to the Lord. And it would make fellowship between them and Jewish Christians right and natural.

POLLUTIONS OF/food polluted- Alisgema The word is used only here, but the verb Alisgen is used in the LXX of Mal 1:7 of polluted food offered to God, and of the food Daniel refused to eat, Dan 1:8. So here it means food offered at the shrines of idols. This is made clear by the word used in 15:29; 21:25- Eidolthuton. by IDOLS- That having anything to do with idols and idolatry made people spiritually “unclean” - unfit for fellowship with God - was taught throughout the OT. In NT times it usually referred to the eating of food that was “unclean” in the religious sense because it had been offered to idols. To understand the problem we must remember that apart from celebrations in people’s homes, all family and business social functions etc were held in Temples. And meat sold in the markets was often from animals sacrificed to the idols in the temples. See notes on 1 Cor 8:7-13 and Rev 2:14, 20 in other booklets. 

FROM FORNICATION/sexual immorality- Porneia. The word was used of any form of sexual immorality, although it came from Porne- Harlot, prostitute. In general, Heathen religion encouraged sexual immorality, especially the worship of the Goddess Venus/Aphrodite. (There were said to be 1000 priestesses/prostitutes to help “worshippers” at the Temple of Aphrodite at Corinth.) Christian Gentiles would also be expected to not permit marriage between close relatives as that was called Porneia in LXX, Lev 18:6-18. Porneia is used in 1 Cor 5:1 of a man taking his step-mother as his wife. All forms of Porneia are condemned in the NT 1 Cor 6:18; 7:2; 2 Cor 12:21; Gal 5:19; Eph 5:3; Col 3:5; 1 Th 4:3. Idolatry and sexual immorality are associated also because the prophets used marital infidelity-adultery as a picture of Israel’s spiritual unfaithfulness to God in turning to idols, Jer 3:6-8; Ezek 16:15-59; 23:7-35; Hos 5:4; 6:10. 

FROM THINGS the meat of STRANGLED animals AND FROM BLOOD- If an animal was killed by being strangled instead of having its throat cut, blood was still in the animal’s meat. To eat that meat, or to eat blood itself was forbidden. As blood was essential to the life of an animal it was sacred. The only legitimate use for it was as a sacrifice. As God gave this command to Noah and his sons, Gen 9:4, Jews considered it had to be obeyed by everyone. But Noah isn’t mentioned at all, what James says is related to the Law of Moses, Lev 7:26; 17:10-14; Deu 12:16, 23. Cp 1 Sam 14:33. And strangers living in Israel were required to avoid eating blood, marriage with close relatives, or any other “defiling” action, Lev 17:8-18:30. 

15:21 FOR MOSES has been preached IN EVERY CITY.. READ IN SYNAGOGUES EVERY SABBATH DAY- This is a clear statement of fact, but what James was meaning is less clear. He may be saying that there was no need for Christians to teach the Law - as it had been taught in synagogues, Jews and many Gentiles would already know the Law. Or that as Gentiles didn’t need to keep the Law they didn’t need to know the details of food laws etc, and the Temple worship, and sacrifices. So where most of the congregation were Gentiles there was no need to teach the Law. James may have expected Jewish Christians to continue, where possible, to attend the synagogue and witness there, and to keep the Law of Moses. 
15:22 THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS WITH THE WHOLE CHURCH- The decision was made by the leaders, but the church as a whole agreed with them and joined in what was done. It’s God’s will that Leaders should lead the church and take responsibility to make decisions that will honour God and help His work. But it’s also God’s will that they should not ignore the congregation and make decisions without consulting them. The leaders must use the opportunity to add to the knowledge the Believers have of what God has said and done that’s relevant to the issue as in this case Peter, Paul, Barnabas and James did. Full and open discussion is right, and enables the whole congregation to understand the issues, and to know that their ideas are given a fair hearing, and their fellowship is appreciated. As a result congregations are built up, and grow up into Christ, to the stage where they are able to accept and support the decision made by their leaders. Oneness of heart is a sign of the Spirit’s presence and guiding, 2:1, 44; 4:24, 32; 5:12. 

CHOSEN MEN/decided to choose- The verb is a participle so KJV and Niv are both possible meanings. OF some men THEIR OWN COMPANY/men- Chosen from the Jerusalem Church, and approved by the Apostles and Elders who would have known they were trustworthy. Cp 6:1-4. The wording makes it clear that the whole congregation was involved – they at least knew what had been decided and was being written, and agreed with it. Leaders must find appropriate ways for congregations to share in such decisions, and the ways may vary in different cultures. Greeks would expect to vote in some way, but these were Jews and what happened may have been like 1 Sam 10:24-26.

TO ANTIOCH.. JUDAS BARSABAS.. SILAS- Possibly Judas was a brother of Joseph Barsabbas, 1:23. If Silas was the Silvanus (Latin form of Silas) in 2 Cor 1:19; 1 Th 1:1; 2 Th 1:1, he was also a Roman citizen, 16:37. It isn’t likely that he was the Silvanus who wrote out Peter’s first Epistle for him, 1 Pet 5:12. CHIEF/two MEN who were leaders– Or possibly highly respected. AMONG THE BRETHREN/brothers- Cp the wording in 14:12; Heb 13:7, 17, 24; Lk 22:26; Gal 2:9. 

15:23-24 THEY WROTE LETTERS BY/with THEM- those who carried the letter could answer any questions about it. THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS AND your brothers . SEND GREETINGS.. to THE Gentile Believers IN ANTIOCH- It was the capital of the combined provinces of Syria and Cilicia. The letter was addressed to the area where the problem had arisen, but apparently it was intended to apply to other Gentile Believers as well, 21:25.
AS WE HAVE HEARD THAT CERTAIN/some WENT OUT FROM US- - The wording is formal and solemn, but impersonal. Who they were didn’t matter. Whether what they said was true was important. Cp Gal 1:6-9. This sets an example for us. In any disagreement we should concentrate on what God’s Word teaches, and use that to correct any errors in what has been taught. And avoid personal attacks on those who disagree with what we understand the Scriptures to teach. If they criticise, or even slander us, our flesh is tempted to retaliate, but we must leave our reputation, and our teachings in the Lord’s hands, and allow our flesh to be crucified, Rom 12:18-21; 1 Cor 4:1-13; 2 Cor 10:3-6; Gal 2:20; 2 Tim 2:24-26; 1 Pet 2:21-24. 

Without our authorisation.. HAVE TROUBLED/disturbed- Tarasso- A strong word used of the Lord being seriously distressed, Jn 12:27, 13:21, and the disciples being distressed and not knowing what to do, Mt 14:26; Lk 24:38. In the secular world it was used of reversing what had been done, or tearing down what had been built.

WITH WORDS, SUBVERTING/troubling- Anakeuazo- The word is used only here in the NT. In the secular world it meant to distract or destroy. It was used of an army plundering a town, taking things for their own use and depriving the enemy of the use of them. Judaising teachers then, and some preachers today, do that. They cut their followers off from other Christians by insisting that they must believe certain interpretations of Scripture, or keep certain rules, in addition to the common Gospel. This enlists them for their own cause, and deprives the Lord of their services. Cp Rom 16:17-18; 2 Cor 11:1-29. 

YOUR SOULS/minds- Psuche– Literally upsetting your souls, upsetting you as persons, not merely upsetting their knowledge or understanding of the truth. SAYING.. MUST BE CIRCUMCISED AND KEEP THE LAW- Or they couldn’t be saved, 15:1. They seem to be the men mentioned in Gal 2:12-14 who twisted the truth of the Gospel to suit their own ideas and insisted it was what was taught and done in the Jerusalem church. “Keep the Law, do good works,” teaching appeals to the flesh - human natures – of Jews and other good people. 

WE GAVE NO SUCH COMMANDMENT- That they came from Jerusalem wasn’t denied. That James and others approved of their going to Antioch isn’t denied. 
But James and the other Leaders, supported by the Jerusalem congregation of Believers said point blank “These Pharisee Christians were lying when they said what is recorded in 15:1, 5. That isn’t the Gospel, and they had no excuse for saying it was the Gospel, or that we authorised them to teach that.” 

15:25-27 IT SEEMED GOOD/So we all agreed- Or decided, as in 15:22. This is the phrasing expected in formal, authoritative declarations. That this decision was agreed to by the whole church after full discussion meant that it could be relied on. The Pharisee Christians had put their case and the leadership and the church as a whole had rejected it. But stubborn minorities and zeal go together, and they find ways to excuse their refusal to be loyal to decisions

TO SEND CHOSEN MEN/to choose some men and send them. See 15:22. WITH OUR BELOVED/dear friends BARNABAS AND PAUL. MEN THAT HAVE HAZARDED/risked- Paradidomi- Handed over, as the Antioch church had handed them over in 14:26. THEIR LIVES- Psuche- Soul, inner self. They had handed themselves over to God for Him to use as He chose, knowing that persecution was inevitable, and death a possible consequence. Cp 20:22-24. The Apostles, elders and church at Jerusalem expressed their love in Christ for Barnabas and Paul, and their appreciation of the sacrificial loyalty to the Lord and the Gospel which they had shown. To hinder their work, and contradict the Gospel, was to defy God and frustrate His purposes. FOR THE NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST- In the Bible the name of a person represents what he is, or what he represents. What Paul and Barnabas had done was under the authority of the Lord Jesus, proclaiming who He was and what He had done in order to fulfil His purposes.

Therefore WE HAVE SENT/are sending- Their custom was to write what made sense to the readers or hearers – these men with the letter have been sent to you. NIV changes it to the point of view of the writers, as that is modern custom. JUDAS AND SILAS.. TELL YOU THE SAME THINGS/confirm BY word of MOUTH what we are writing- They will speak to you the same message as is written in the letter. Cp Eph 6:21-22; Col 4:7-8. The Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem were determined there should be no uncertainty about what had been decided, so sent two leading men as witnesses, Deu 19:15. 

15:28-29 IT SEEMED GOOD TO THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit AND TO US- I believe we are right in being cautious about expressing decisions and developments as being made by the Holy Spirit, but we should make every effort to ensure our decisions are made by Him. From these verses we should learn to avoid being dictatorial. They were the Lord’s Apostles, and the elders and congregation of the original church, so they had more excuse than we ever have for saying “We know best and you must do what we say.”

   God is the only One who can legislate for the church, or add to it, 2:41, 47; 5:14; 11:24. They acknowledged that Christ, the Head of the Church, had promised that the Holy Spirit as His Agent would provide them with guidance and power, 1:8; Mt 28:18-20; Jn 16:13. Nothing is said of prophecies or special guidance. What is recorded sets us an example of how the Holy Spirit guides the church so that we know what to do. They committed the matter to God and allowed all the Believers to express their conviction as to what God’s will was. Peter spoke of God’s past actions, Paul and Barnabas reported God’s continuing actions, and finally James showed that God had in Scripture indicated His will. At the beginning there was strong disagreement, and the fact that the honest expression of opinions in discussion ended with agreement as to what should be done is a good indication that the Holy Spirit had worked in the discussion, and through it, so that conviction as to God’s will resulted. They had good reason to say confidently that the Holy Spirit was expressing His will. Their consciences were at rest, being assured that the Holy Spirit had shown them the way forward, and this was confirmed by the fact the congregation as a whole accepted that their decisions had been guided and over-ruled by Him. Today we have the completed Scriptures to guide us and as we seek to live responsibly as God’s “sons” we can expect the Holy Spirit to show which Scriptures apply to any situation, and how they should be applied, Jn 16:12-14; Rom 8:1-16; Gal 5:16-26. 

NO GREATER BURDEN THAN THESE NECESSARY THINGS/beyond the following requirements- You don’t have to obey the demands of 15:1, 5. We don’t want to make life difficult for you, 15:19, but there are some things you must not do. The words are kind and brotherly, but as the decision expressed is backed by the authority of the Holy Spirit it required everyone to conform to its rulings. 

You are to ABSTAIN FROM MEATS/food OFFERED/sacrificed TO IDOLS- Eidolothuton. Celebrations of all kinds were generally held in temples – in the world of that time temples served the functions of restaurants, churches, social halls, etc. All the food eaten there would have been, in some sense, offered to idols. But so many animals were offered as sacrifices that most of the meat sold in the public meat market was from animals killed as sacrifices. (Since NZ has been supplying meat to Moslems, many animals have been killed as a “sacrifice to Allah” by having an Islamic “priest” say the correct prayer as each is slaughtered.)

FROM BLOOD.. FROM the meat of STRANGLED animals AND FROM FORNICATION/sexual immorality- Porneia. This has dropped from second place to last place – perhaps to make it clear that it is ALL sexual immorality, not just that directly associated with Idols, idol feasts, etc. Cp Rev 2:20. KEEP YOURSELVES/avoid these things.. DO WELL- You will prosper, make good progress, and be doing the right thing. FARE WELL- Rhonnumi eu- Be strong and well, a prayer-wish, rather than a command. It’s what the Apostles and elders had in mind in writing the letter.

15:30-31 The men WERE DISMISSED/sent off- The word is used of people formally commissioned, 13:3, people being handed over or let go, 3:13; 4:21 23; 5:40, or simply people being farewelled as they departed. TO ANTIOCH- Those who had come to Jerusalem to have the nature of the Gospel discussed and confirmed 15:2, now returned to Antioch. 

GATHERED THE MULTITUDE/church- The message had come from the whole church at Jerusalem – it was a publicly agreed statement. And it was received publicly by the whole church at Antioch. Everything was done that could be done to help people to go forward confidently in the knowledge of what the true Gospel was. Such frank discussion, public decision, and openness is what God wills for His people. Cp Paul in 20:20-21, 26-27, etc.

THEY DELIVERED THE EPISTLE/letter. The people READ it.. REJOICED/and were glad FOR THE CONSOLATION/its encouraging message- Paraklesis- -Comradely comfort, help and encouragement. The Believers at Antioch read the letter and rejoiced in the encouragement it was to them. As the Jewish Christians had always looked to Jerusalem for rulings on beliefs and practices it would be especially important to them. The letter set Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians free to continue in fellowship with each other in witness and worship, while guarding against any suggestion that there were no rules to keep, no standards of truth and morality to be maintained by those saved by Grace/Faith. Gentile Believers were freed from being pestered by Pharisee extremists insisting Salvation was impossible without circumcision and Law-keeping. 

15:32-33 JUDAS AND SILAS.. PROPHETS- That the messengers from Jerusalem were prophets added to the value of their preaching, and at the same time confirmed that these decrees were approved by the Holy Spirit, 15:28. EXHORTED/said much to encourage, AND CONFIRMED/strengthen the brothers- This was the main work God had given prophets to do, 1 Cor 14:5, 29-33, etc.

AFTER.. TARRIED/spending some time- They didn’t just hand over the letter, support its statements by answering questions etc, and return home. They showed a real interest in the Christians at Antioch, and stayed with them for some weeks. They used the spiritual ability God had given them to build up the Antioch Christians in Christ and in the Gospel truth of God. THEY WERE LET GO/sent off- Having seen that the letter was understood and applied correctly they had fulfilled the responsibility laid on them in 15:27. 

IN/with the blessing of PEACE- Eirene- The Greek for Shalom- which Jews say when meeting and parting. The word carries the thought of the blessing of health, peace and wholeness enjoyed in fellowship with God. The letter and messengers from Jerusalem had ended the disturbance in the Antioch church, and they were now at peace in the Lord about the conditions under which Believers, Jews or Gentiles, should fellowship in the Lord. They could honestly wish God’s blessing on the visitors, and send their thanks to those at Jerusalem who had sent them. The whole effect of the letter and their preaching had been to bring peace to the church. 
 UNTO THE APOSTLES-[RT] [to return to those who had sent them- [Nes]. The Apostles and Elders had sent them, 15:23, and they returned with the bonds of Christian love and fellowship between the two churches strengthened.

15:34-35 IT PLEASED SILAS TO ABIDE THERE STILL-[RT]- This seems to have been added by some scribe to explain how Silas could join Paul, 15:40. But it contradicts 15:33. We’re not told how Silas came to be back in Antioch, 15:40 - Paul may have sent word to Jerusalem and asked Silas to come back and join him. PAUL.. BARNABAS CONTINUED/remained IN ANTIOCH- We’re not told how long they spent there. TEACHING/taught AND PREACHING/preached.. the word of the Lord WITH MANY OTHERS- Heteros- Different people whose understanding of the Gospel, and its application to Christian, life was in some ways different from that of Paul and Barnabas. But speaking the truth in love the variety of viewpoints expressed would add to the blessing. 

15:36-18:22 Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey – Antioch to Philippi

(As the first missionary journey was a new course of action God had given them a specific call to it, as a team of two men, 13:2. They continued the concept of a mission team of two, but this time the teams weren’t named by God, but were chosen by Barnabas and Paul in their exercise of sonship responsibility. And the Spirit intervened in different ways, directing one step at a time when that was needed. After covering some of the ground of the First Mission Paul and his companions cross over to Macedonia, reach Athens where the theological approach to Gentiles is set out, and go on to Corinth.)

15:36-41 Barnabas Leaves Paul & Silas Joins him

(Great triumphs of God’s Grace such as that in 15:1-35 may be followed by small defeats through human weakness. The parting of Paul and Barnabas casts a small shadow on the joy at Antioch. Barnabas, with his deep kindly concern for people, wanted to give Mark another chance. Paul, firmly committed to his God-given work, refused to risk hindering it by having an unreliable team member. This demonstrated that God’s servants may be in total agreement as to the Gospel doctrine, the need to travel and proclaim it, and yet find that continuing as a united team may become impossible. Instead of demanding everyone to take sides with them and set up a Barnabas denomination, and a Paul denomination they quietly went ahead as two evangelistic teams. Paul’s success is recorded. One success of Barnabas was that Mark became a valued worker for God, and Paul could later express appreciation of him, and a desire to have his help. 2 Tim 4:11.)

15:36 SOME DAYS/time later PAUL SAID- At Antioch, Paul, God’s missionary to the Gentiles, again took the lead. LET US GO.. VISIT OUR/the brothers- Not in the sense of God’s visiting, Lk 1:68, 78; 7:16. But visiting as brothers in Christ to see how they were getting on, and help them by praying with them, discussing problems and teaching from God’s Word things they needed to know, as in 6:3; 14:22-23. IN EVERY CITY/all the towns.. PREACHED THE WORD OF THE LORD- As in 13:4-14:26. SEE HOW THEY DO/are doing- Their progress in Christ was Paul’s concern, and if all was going well, they would become the base for further pioneer evangelism. (God doesn’t seem to give them specific guidance this time, but left them to exercise sonship responsibility to provide care for the work God had begun, and leave it to God to open the way to further work.) They had committed the local congregations of Believers to depend directly on the Lord, 14:23, and wished to see how they were prospering under God’s care. 

15:37-38 BARNABAS DETERMINED/wanted- Bouleuo- A considered decision. TO TAKE JOHN.. MARK with them- In 13:13 he went back to Jerusalem. He was now in Antioch, and Barnabas, a kindly man, wished to give Mark a chance for further training. Paul’s concern was to have fellow workers who could be relied on whatever persecution and suffering was faced in getting the Gospel to people everywhere, 20:23-24. Working with Barnabas, being trusted by him, may have enabled Mark to grow into being worthy of Paul’s praise, 2 Tim 4:11. 

PAUL THOUGHT/did NOT GOOD/wise- Axioo- It wasn’t a question of whether it was morally right, but whether it was the right and wise thing to do. Axioo is used in Lk 7:7; 2 Th 1:11; 1 Tim 5:17; Heb 3:3; 10:29. Cp the Lord’s words in Lk 9:62. To Paul it wasn’t wise or kind, to load responsibilities on Mark that he had failed to carry in the previous attempt. WHO/because he DEPARTED FROM/had deserted THEM- In 13:2 God had commanded that Paul and Barnabas go out and preach the Gospel, but He made no command about Mark - God leaves many things to the decision of His servants and rewards them for the choices they make. But Mark had accepted their invitation to come as a helper in the work. Therefore the two servants of God had to decide whether they should give him another chance – and what God wanted them to do. 

15:39 They had a sharp CONTENTION/disagreement- Paroxusmos- To provoke. The word is used again in Heb 10:24, so there may have been no nastiness in their disagreement. The verb form Paroxuno is used of Paul’s response to Athens being full of idols, 17:16, and in 1 Cor 13:5. Pride may have been part of the problem, Prov 13:10, and disobedience to the Lord’s command to submit to one another, Eph 5:15:21; Phil 2:1-16. Barnabas may have been too swayed by affection for his relative Mark. Paul may have been too intolerant of the weakness of those who failed to live up to his own disciplined commitment to serve God fearlessly. That Barnabas showed weakness in Gal 2:13 may have lessened Paul’s confidence in him. But only God Himself can know and judge such things. Let’s rejoice in the Lord, and thank Him for showing us problems that arise in His service, and how Godly servants handled them so that there were good outcomes. 

THEY DEPARTED ASUNDER/parted company- Apochorizo- A strong word used only in Rev 6:14. But a related word Apochoreo is used for Mark separating himself from them in 13:13. When the Lord’s servants can no longer work in mutual submission together, in fellowship with their Lord, it’s better to work separate fields. There were now two missionary parties, and junior partners, Mark and Silas were given the chance to grow into greater usefulness and develop their gifts. 

BARNABAS TOOK MARK.. CYPRUS- His homeland, 4:36. Paul speaks well of Barnabas in 1 Cor 9:6, and of Mark in Col 4:10; 2 Tim 4:11; Phm 24. We might like to know if they were commended by the Antioch Assembly, but it’s none of our business, so we are not told. Idle curiosity about such things is common so note Jn 21:21-22.

15:40-41 PAUL CHOSE SILAS, AND DEPARTED/left- In 15:33 Silas had returned to Jerusalem with Judas to report that they had completed their work Now he was back in Antioch again, and free to accompany Paul. His being a Roman citizen, would be a great advantage for work among Gentiles. That Silas was a trusted leader in the church at Jerusalem, 15:22, would be useful in giving Jewish hearers confidence in the Gospel as he and Paul preached it. 

BEING COMMENDED- Paradidomi- Handed over as in 14:26. BY THE BRETHREN/brothers UNTO/to THE GRACE OF GOD/the Lord- That the church at Antioch commended Paul and Silas, and Silas having been a trusted messenger sent by Jerusalem, assures us that this second mission was undertaken in full fellowship with Antioch and Jerusalem. From now on less is said of Paul being associated with Antioch – not that they had less confidence in each other, but they had less need. The church at Antioch was now securely established as a multi-cultural congregation, and as new areas were opened to the Gospel, new bases at Corinth and Ephesus would be appropriate.

HE- Paul, with Silas. WENT THROUGH SYRIA.. CILICIA CONFIRMING/ strengthening THE CHURCHES- Episterizo- Caused the Believers and congregations to grow stronger and more stable in their faith, witness and worship. Cp 16:5. Apart from Antioch we’re not told what churches were then in Syria. As Paul had spent some years in Tarsus we would expect at least one church to have been established in that area of Cilicia.

16:1-5 Timothy is Added to the Gospel Team

(Some people have suggested that Paul would have thought the Jerusalem Decision was too much of a compromise to be permanent. That may be true, but he was loyal to it and in this section we read that he spread it beyond the area requested by the Jerusalem leaders. And he showed that although he knew Gentiles weren’t to be circumcised and keep the Law he  wasn’t against Jews being circumcised – he had Timothy, a half-Jew, circumcised so as not to offend Jews.)

16:1-2 THEN.. CAME TO DERBE.. LYSTRA- Paul and Silas had come up by land from Syrian Antioch this time, so came to the towns in the reverse order to that of 14:6. where A DISCIPLE NAMED TIMOTHEUS/Timothy lived- Behold is used to show a new factor was being added – a new helper, Timothy, but “behold” is often omitted as it isn’t used in modern English. As Paul called him a young man about 15 years later, 1 Tim 4:12, he may have been in his teens at the time. But Paul may have, as we often do, continued to think of him as being “young” as they both grew older.
 whose mother WAS A JEWESS.. a believer- As was her mother, 2 Tim 1:5; 3:15. Probably they and Timothy, had received Christ during Paul’s earlier visit. HIS/whose FATHER WAS A GREEK- Marriage between Jews and Gentiles would have been more common where Jews were a minority, as maintaining social barriers was difficult. Such marriages risked the loss of Jewish identity as the People of God, Ezra 9:1-10:44; Neh 13:23-27; Mal 2:10-16. Nothing is said of his father becoming a Christian. He may have been dead as he seems to have had nothing to do with Timothy joining Paul. 

WELL REPORTED OF/spoke well of him- Martureo- They witnessed to him, that he was a helpful Christian and a suitable assistant for Paul. Servants of God like Paul may see that someone like Timothy could be suitable to help in the Lord’s work. This needs to be confirmed by the experience of those with whom that person has already fellowshipped in the Lord and in His local work.

16:3 PAUL wanted to take him along on the journey- The wishes of a leader are important in choosing a helper, but the helper needs to have personal faith in Christ, spiritual giftedness for the work, a good reputation, and the commendation of the elders of the local church, (they laid hands on him). All these were true of Timothy, 1 Tim 1:18; 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6-7. That it is often the Lord’s will that His witnesses work as a team is seen in, Mk 6:7; Lk 10:1. The future of the work was provided for by taking with them younger men like Mark, Timothy, Titus, etc to train and encourage them in the Lord’s service. Cp 2 Tim 2:2. 

CIRCUMCISED HIM BECAUSE OF THE JEWS.. FOR THEY all KNEW HIS FATHER WAS A GREEK- In 15:1-5 Paul and Barnabas had insisted that Gentiles didn’t need to be circumcised and keep the Law. They resisted the demand that a Gentile brother, Titus be circumcised, and insisted that he be welcomed into the fellowship of the Jerusalem church as an uncircumcised Believer, Gal 2:1-3. To have allowed Pharisee Christians to compel Titus to be circumcised, would have been a denial of the Gospel. But he had no objection to Jews circumcising their sons – it had no effect on their salvation, Gal 5:6; 6:15. But what about a half-Jew like Timothy, with a Jewish mother and a Gentile father? 
A father had authority over his sons and he had followed Gentile custom and left Timothy not circumcised. But his mother was a Jew, and exercised her right as a mother to teach him about God from his infancy, 2 Tim 1:5; 3:16. As he had a Jewish mother, and been brought up in her faith (presumably attended synagogue with her) the Jews would have considered him to be a Jew. His being uncircumcised branded him as an apostate Jew. Timothy was a new creation in Christ Jesus, so circumcision made no difference Gal, 6:15, except that it removed a possible barrier between Jews and the Gospel. Cp 1 Cor 9:19-23. If Paul accepted him as a co-worker his being uncircumcised could have been seen as condoning apostasy. That would cause problems when they stayed with Jews or attended synagogues. It was a sensible action to make his witness to Jews more effective, and not give a reason for the kind of criticism and violent hatred expressed in 21:27-30. God’s servants must try to avoid criticism, but unscrupulous opponents may merely change the form of attack. That Paul had Timothy circumcised was used to accuse Paul of inconsistency, and in fact teaching circumcision, Gal 1:10; 2:3-5; 5:11; 6:12-16.
16:4-5 AS THEY WENT/travelled.. DELIVERED THE DECREES/decisions to keep ORDAINED OF/reached by THE APOSTLES AND ELDERS in JERUSALEM- The decrees were addressed to the Believers in Syria–Cilicia, 15:23, but as the cities of Phrygia-Galatia had been evangelised from Antioch it made sense to give the news to the newer congregations. And beyond them to all churches which had Gentile and Jewish Christians in the same church fellowship. 
 THE CHURCHES were ESTABLISHED/ strengthened IN THE FAITH- The spiritual growth in Christ of the Believers is mentioned first as it is the most important. Mere growth of numbers could be a source of weakness rather than strength as the “mixed multitude” happy to escape slavery in Egypt without any desire to know and honour God had been, Ex 12:30; Num 11:4. Cp Neh 13:3. INCREASED/grew in numbers- More and more people believed in Jesus as their Saviour and Lord, became His disciples, Christians, members of His church. As in 6:7; 9:31, before a new work is launched we’re given a summary of the overall effect of the events recorded – problems and solutions. The progress of the proclamation of the Gospel, 1:8, and the growth of converts and congregations, is recorded thankfully and joyfully in 2:41, 47; 4:4; 5:14; 6:1, 7; 8:25, 40; 9:31; 11:24-25; 12:24; 14:21-23.

16:6-19:20 The Gospel Taken to Macedonia, Achaia & Asia

(The question of the circumcision of Gentile Believers had been settled, Paul had included news of the decision in his shepherd care of the young churches Derbe, Lystra, etc.  Now, God called Paul and his new helpers to a new missionfield - Macedonia and Greece, 16:10. Macedonia, Achaia and Asia were important provinces of the Roman Empire, This section describes the church being firmly established in the three capital cities, Thessalonica, Corinth and Ephesus. Paul had spent a whole year at Antioch, 11:26, and now spends 18 months at Corinth, 18:11, and 2 years at Ephesus, 19:10. They were important centres of Paul’s work as Apostle to the Gentiles, and 5 of his Epistles were written to them and provide permanent testimony to his ministry. 

Luke gives brief clear pictures of Paul and the Gospel facing and coming to terms with secular authorities at Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth and Ephesus, and with popular religion and philosophy at Athens and Ephesus. Confrontation with Judaism continues also. Everywhere there are Jews who find their true Messiah, and Gentiles who come to know the True God. And they are formed by the Spirit into fellowships that are the local body of Christ-church in their city and take over the responsibility to worship and witness for Christ there.

Synagogue sermons are mentioned in 17:3 and 18:5 but the fullest sermon is to a Gentile audience at Athens, and Paul bases it on Creation, and the irrational nature of their traditional religion which their philosophers had already commented on. Paul proclaims a God who is Creator of all, and to whom all men must answer, and in particular that the risen Christ- Messiah is the ultimate Judge of everyone. Jews misrepresented the doctrine of Christ as being a political threat to the Roman Government, 17:5-8,  but Paul denies this strongly. 

The guidance of the Holy Spirit, has been recorded in 8:29, 39; 10:19; 11:12; 13:2 and is mentioned again in 16:6-7. In contrast to this, examples of the folly of guidance provided by unholy spirits is shown in 16:16-19. The power of the Holy Spirit is contrasted to the failure of those who, without putting their faith in Christ, tried to use His name and power, 19:13-20. The number of Idols visible in Athens and the large sums of money spent on useless  books of “magic” at Ephesus 19:19 are examples of the uselessness of pagan religion. 

Jews provided accommodation for visiting Jews, and especially for visiting preachers. Cp 1 Cor 9:1-15. But, among Greeks, travelling philosophers who sold their wisdom to those who wanted to learn it were despised for being “preachers” in order to make an easy living. So Paul was determined to preach the Gospel free of charge and worked as a tent-maker to support himself and others. But he accepted hospitality from Lydia, 16:15, Jason, 17:5-7; Priscilla and Aquila, 18:1-3, Titus Justus, 18:7, and he accepted gifts from churches after he had moved on from them, so couldn’t be accused of selling his services to them, 1 Cor 16:17; 2 Cor 11:9; Phil 4:10-18.) 

16:6-10 Directed on to Troas where Paul is given a vision

(In order to function effectively the Church depends on the guidance of the Head in Heaven. The Book of Acts gives us examples of how the Lord makes His will known. See Appendix II. When they finished revisiting churches they were directed across what is now called Turkey to its North Eastern limit, not knowing why until at Troas they were directed into their new missionfield by a vision. )

16:6-7 THEY/Paul and companions travelled.. PHRYGIA.. GALATIA.. WERE FORBIDDEN/having been kept by THE HOLY Spirit from preaching THE WORD IN the province of ASIA- This province was a prosperous and highly civilised area with many large cities, including the seven cities of Rev 2-3. Half of the old kingdom of Phrygia had been included in the south of Galatia – the towns of Lystra, Iconium, etc. When Paul had finished visiting the churches there he seems to have expected to cross the border and preach in the towns of the other half of Phrygia which was now in the Roman province of Asia. Asia needed the Gospel, but in God’s plans it was not yet time. They may have been blocked by a direct revelation, or by circumstances which made it unsuitable to proceed that way, or they may have felt no freedom or power to preach. Both Paul, 13:1, and Silas, 15:32 were prophets, and the message could have come through either of them, but if it had been profitable to know how the guidance was given we would have been told. 

THEY WERE COME/came TO the border of MYSIA.. BITHYNIA
- Mysia was the north-west part of the province of Asia, Bythinia was to the north-east. BUT THE SPIRIT of Jesus would not allow them to- This is the only time the words the Spirit of Jesus, appear in the NT as an alternative name for the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Christ, is used in Rom 8:9; 1 Pet 1:11. The reason for the change of titles isn’t clear to me. The general principle is that in the wisdom of God no phrase of Scripture is allowed to become formalised and routine, a change such as that from the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, etc to the Spirit of Jesus reminds us that the reality is much greater than any form of words can fully express. Apart from that, variations of expression help to keep us thinking. 

16:8-10 PASSING/passed BY- That is travelled through without stopping to preach – they were still in Asia. MYSIA.. TO TROAS- As they had not been allowed to preach in Asia or turn East into Bythinia they moved on through Mysia until they reached the sea at its port Troas. 
 During THE NIGHT Paul had a vision- Horama. The natural sense of the words is that on the night of their arriving at Troas God gave the vision to Paul. This showed him where He wanted them to go, and why He had been shepherding them through to Troas.

A MAN OF MACEDONIA- We’re not told how Paul knew the man was a Macedonian, but in dreams one often just “knows” things like that. PRAYED/begging HIM.. COME OVER INTO/to  MACEDONIA AND HELP US- Boetheo- To help. That Greek word is used in the LXX for the saving help God gives in Ex 18:4; Deu 33:26; Isa 41:10, 14, etc. As the Macedonians did not yet know what the Gospel was it is appropriate that the man simply asks for “help.” Many people have had a sense of need, who hadn’t realised that it was Christ they needed until they met Him in the Gospel. 

AFTER HE/Paul HAD SEEN THE VISION WE- Luke includes himself, but as he says they left Philippi, 16:40, it seems he stayed there. ENDEAVOURED/got ready at once.. MACEDONIA.. GATHERING/concluding- Sumbibazo- To put together, reach a conclusion. While God gave, and sometimes still gives, clear guidance, His servants are responsible to make their own decisions. THAT THE LORD/God- Some Mss have the Lord, some have God. His fuller title is The Lord our God, as in 2:39, and the two words tend to be used interchangeably. HAD CALLED US- Including the writer Luke. At a similar decision point Mark had left a missionary team, and Luke joined one. TO PREACH THE GOSPEL UNTO THEM.

16:11-17:15  Gospel Witness in Macedonia

(The Macedonians were a sturdy, energetic people related to the Greeks. The Greeks considered them barbarians, but under their king Philip, and his son Alexander they defeated the Persian Empire, and set up kingdoms ruled by Macedonians stretching to the borders of India. Many of the towns were given Macedonian names, and in Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt the rulers and upper class people continued to be descended from Macedonians, and Greek language and culture had been spread by them. When the Romans defeated them they divided Macedonia into three districts to weaken their coherence. In Acts we see them as a strong, independent-minded people. quick to riot against the “New Religion,” but those converted at Philippi and Thessalonica were stubborn in their loyalty to the new faith. (The more “cultured” Greeks of Athens and Corinth tended to view the Gospel as needing to be fitted into one philosophy or another. They argued about this instead of living out the Gospel as a life-changing fellowship with Christ crucified and risen.)

16:11-40 The Gospel Witness in Philippi

(Philippi was a Roman colony, and the people there were very proud of this - all the inscriptions dug up in Philippi are in Latin. The accurate use of the titles of the rulers, their officers etc, suggests that the writer knew Philippi well, which strengthens the idea that Luke himself was there, and so writes “we..” As usual the evangelists began by trying to contact people who already acknowledged God, and some of them responded. Jews aren’t mentioned so there was no clash with them, but when Paul’s work interfered with godless gain he was beaten and imprisoned, and God used that to the conversion of the Jailer. Paul claimed his personal rights and privileges as a Roman, and they left town only when requested politely. This left the young church less exposed to slander and persecution. Once again the final impression is that God has advanced His work, and will continue to do so. 

16:11-15 In Philippi – the Conversion of Lydia

(Witness to women at a Jewish place of prayer leads to the conversion of a business woman and her household. And she welcomes the Gospel messengers to her home as she has welcomed the Gospel message to her heart. By recording the conversion of upper class people, among others Luke commends the Gospel to all levels of society. And his history of the church shows that from the beginning converts put themselves and their possessions into the Lord’s hands for His service.) 

16:11-12 FROM TROAS.. to Samothrace- A suitable place to anchor, rather than risk sailing through the night. TO NEAPOLIS.. TO PHILIPPI a Roman colony- Colonna.
 THE CHIEF/leading CITY OF THAT PART/district OF MACEDONIA- Thessalonica was capital of Macedonia, and Amphipolis was the most important town in northern Macedonia. Luke may have meant Philippi was the first city they came to, or a leading city. 

16:13-14 ON THE SABBATH WE WENT OUT OF/outside THE CITY gate- Jews weren’t welcome in Philippi, 16:20, so there were too few Jews to form a synagogue. Where they had no synagogue Jews gathered for prayer etc in a suitable place away from the city bustle. Some screening and shelter from trees would be helpful. BY A/to the RIVER SIDE- Which would provide the running water Jews needed for the ritual washings associated with their prayers and worship. WHERE we expected to find a place of PRAYER- Proseuche- A prayer, or a place where Jews met to pray. 

WE SAT DOWN AND began to speak to THE WOMEN gathered THERE- Wherever he went Paul shared the Gospel first with the Jews. If, as it seems, there were no men in the group there could be no formal service, but Paul and the others talked of God, the Bible and the Gospel in an informal way to the women there. (Women didn’t have a leading role in either OT or NT, but at times their loyalty to the Lord was greater than that of men, and they were greatly used by God, as were Deborah, Hannah, Mary the mother of our Lord, etc.)

One of those listening was NAMED LYDIA A SELLER OF/dealer in PURPLE cloth- Purple clothes were for the wealthy, Lk 16:19, and the royal. As she sold expensive purple cloth she would have been wealthy herself. 
FROM THE CITY OF THYATIRA- The town was famous for producing a purple-crimson coloured cloth with dye from the roots of the madder plant. (It was less expensive than the purple cloth made with the shell-fish dye of the Phoenician coast.) There was a guild of dyers at Thyatira, and their goods would normally pass through Troas and Philippi on its way to the great royal city of Rome. So it’s not surprising that at Philippi there was a trader in Purple cloth. 

WHICH WORSHIPPED/who was a worshipper of GOD- A Gentile, who like Cornelius had become a worshipper of God through contact with Jews and their synagogue services. THE LORD OPENED her heart- The Lord had opened the hearts of disciples to understand the Gospel and its fulfilment of the OT promises, Lk 24:32, 45. He did something like that invisibly for Lydia. God caused her to understand and accept the Gospel message Paul was saying, so that she put her trust in Jesus Christ.

to respond- Prosecho- To be attracted to, devoted to, committed to, as in 8:6, 10-11; 1 Tim 4:13; Heb 2:1; 2 Pet 1:19. to Paul’s message- Paul preached, Lydia listened, and the Lord opened her heart, describes in simple terms the wonder of God working the miracle of salvation, and honouring His human servants with a responsible part in that, to His joy, and the joy of all concerned.

16:15 WHEN SHE.. AND the members of HER HOUSEHOLD
 were baptised- 
As she was head of a household she was either unmarried or a widow. If she was a widow she may have had children, or grandchildren, but otherwise her household would be her servants. Some of the women of her household were probably with her at the place of prayer. 

IF.. HAVE JUDGED/consider ME TO BE FAITHFUL TO/a believer in THE LORD- Since by baptising me you acknowledge that I am truly believing in the Lord. COME INTO/and stay at MY HOUSE.. SHE CONSTRAINED/persuaded US- The same word is used of the disciples persuading the risen Christ to stay with them, Lk 24:29. This was a generous offer in the first enthusiasm of her new-found faith. Cp 2:45-47. Paul was reluctant to compromise the Gospel by giving anyone reason to believe that he was benefitting from preaching it. He would have warned her that his enemies would become her enemies, but she insisted and they agreed. She committed herself to fostering the infant church at Philippi and may have been the “true yokefellow” of Phil 4:3.

16:16-24 The Fortune-telling Slave Girl

(In Acts we’re shown that God’s servants will meet at times obvious enemy agents, Simon Magus 8:9-24, Elymas 13:6-11, and now a demon-possessed slave-girl exploited by her owners who used her to make money for them as a fortune teller. This reminds us that beneath the show of enlightenment and sophistication Greek society was at the mercy of superstition and spiritual darkness. The Gospel brought the light and power to dispel it, and made the slave free and happy. Paul and Silas were accused of damaging property, and being a threat to the privileges and rights of the citizens and the life they liked to live. When a mob was stirred up to attack them the magistrates showed no interest in the rights and wrongs of the case and quieted the riot by instant beatings and imprisonment.) 

16:16-18 When WE WENT/were going to the place of PRAYER- To witness to any Jews and God-fearers who used the place. We were met by A DAMSEL/slave girl POSSESSED WITH a spirit OF DIVINATION/by which she predicted the future- Puthon- The word is associated with the famous fortune telling oracle at Delphi in Greece.
 so the word came to mean anyone who told fortunes, especially demon-possessed fortune tellers, like this girl. Puthon was used in the LXX of people with a familiar spirit, like the witch of Endor, 1 Sam 28:7. 

BROUGHT HER MASTERS MUCH GAIN/earned a great deal of money for her owners by fortune telling- Manteuomai- The word is used only here in the NT, but in the OT it was used of lying prophets, and fortunes told by forbidden means. 

This girl FOLLOWED PAUL AND the rest of US AND CRIED SAYING/shouted- A continuing action. She kept following Paul and kept shouting out. THESE MEN ARE THE SERVANTS OF THE MOST HIGH GOD– This is a title of God used in 7:48; Gen 14:18; Num 24:16; Isa 14:14; Dan 3:26; Mk 5:7. The people of Philippi had little contact with Jews or the Bible so to them the words would mean the most important or greatest God, which it may mean in some OT instances. Cp the confession of the demon in Lk 4:34; 8:28.

SHOW US/are telling you THE WAY OF SALVATION/to be saved- Or how you can be saved. As the words could mean different things we don’t know what those who heard understood it to mean. It certainly was true in the Gospel sense of salvation, but no demon would be helping that to happen. 
Finally PAUL, BEING GRIEVED/became so troubled Diaponeo. Its only other use is in 4:2 of the Sanhedrin being irritated by the continued preaching of the Apostles. that he TURNED around AND SAID TO THE SPIRIT- The Lord refused to accept advertising by demons, Lk 4:34-35, and any form of loud publicity, Mt 12:18-19. Her giving publicity to the work of the Apostles could have given the impression that her work and their work were linked. I COMMAND.. IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST- Speaking in fellowship with Jesus Christ and authorised by Him. COME OUT OF HER. At that moment HE/the spirit CAME OUT/left her- This showed that Paul was speaking in fellowship with his Lord. 

16:19-21 WHEN HER MASTERS/the owners.. their hope of making money WAS GONE- That the girl was now liberated into normality was no pleasure to her owners, Cp the owners of the pigs in Mk 5:16-17. Her cash value was their only concern As she was now a normal sane person people wouldn’t believe she had any supernatural power to tell their fortunes. 

THEY CAUGHT/seized PAUL AND SILAS.. dragged THEM INTO THE MARKET PLACE- Agora- Market place, city square, etc. People gathered there to buy and sell and it was a good place for authorities to sit, ready to settle any disputes, etc. (In ancient Israel the equivalent was the main city gate.) 

BROUGHT THEM TO/before THE MAGISTRATES- Strategos– There were two of these magistrates in each Roman Colony. The word Archon of the previous verse was used of rulers in any city. SAYING/said THESE MEN BEING/are JEWS–This suggests that as they were Jews they were probably disloyal to the Ronan Emperor. To be sure of maintaining the privileged status of a colony its magistrates had to be very careful not to allow any activity that would not be approved as lawful under Roman Law. 

DO EXCEEDINGLY TROUBLE/are throwing our CITY into an uproar– They had done a kindness to the slave girl, but that robbed her owners of their chance to make money out of her miserable condition. The owners had created an uproar and blamed it on the missionaries. Satan uses two main tactics – false friendship and help – as with the girl’s publicity - and when that’s refused, persecution. 

TEACH/By advocating CUSTOMS THAT ARE NOT LAWFUL FOR US Romans- For a Jew to follow his religion was lawful, but to interfere with other religions was against the Roman law. Paul could claim that exorcising the spirit was a lawful action of the Jewish religion, but had no right to do this to someone else’s property without their permission. They were accused of teaching citizens to change their Roman way of life which was their privilege and pride. As the people were proud of being Romans, and thought that made them superior to other people and cities, the crowd reacted violently.

16:22 THE MULTITUDE/crowd ROSE UP TOGETHER AGAINST/joined in the attack on Paul and Silas- Any criticism of Rome, or suggestion that they should change the customs that guaranteed their special privileges, would stir up a riot with the mob eager to get within hitting distance of these men. Loyalty to Rome wasn’t the real motive of the slave-girl’s owners, but their words were designed to put pressure on the Magistrates to do what the owners wanted. Cp the dishonesty shown by the charges the Rulers brought against Jesus, Lk 23:2 in contrast to Mt 26:63-66, and Pilate’s view, Mt 27:18. As Pilate had done, the Magistrates, faced with a rioting crowd, took the easy way and gave the slave-owners and the crowd the satisfaction of seeing Paul and Silas flogged and imprisoned. They could then report the incident to Rome as a display of loyal patriotism. 
THE MAGISTRATES RENT OFF THEIR CLOTHES/ordered them to be stripped and beaten- Rhabdizo- Beaten by rods as in 2 Cor 11:25. The bundle of rods- Rhabdoi, were carried as the symbol of office of the court servants who were called Rhabdouchos, as in 16:35. Mussolini used the Rhabdoi, (Fasces, in Latin) as the symbol of his Fascist party. WHEN/After.. MANY STRIPES/they had been severely flogged.. thrown INTO PRISON. THE JAILER was commanded TO KEEP/guard THEM SAFELY/ carefully- The magistrates ordered the head of the prison (he would usually be a centurion, or ex-centurion.) to make sure they didn’t escape.

WHO.. THRUST/put THEM INTO/in THE INNER PRISON/cell- The most secure cell in the prison, as it was farthest away from the door into the outside world. THEIR FEET.. IN THE STOCKS- The Roman stocks had holes widely spaced so that the prisoners legs were very uncomfortable being stretched widely apart. They were imprisoned in maximum security and considerable discomfort.

16:25-34 Earthquake & the Jailer’s Conversion

(The success of the Gospel is summed up in the conversion of two very different people in very different circumstances - Lydia, and the Jailer. The Lord, by an earthquake, over-ruled the unjust persecution of His servants, to convert their Jailer.)

16:25-26 About MIDNIGHT PAUL AND SILAS were praying and singing PRAISES/hymns- Humneo. A good reaction under any circumstances, 1:14; 2:42, 47; 4:23-32; 6:4; 7:60; 9:11; 10:2; 9; 12:12; 13:2-3; Eph 5:19-20; Col 3:16. To human minds, the Devil and his agents had won - Christ and His agents had lost. But God’s priority is the long term spiritual growth of His people, and the suffering of His servants matters less than their experience of His sustaining presence with them that enables them to praise and rejoice. Cp 5:41; Lk 18:1. Outward comfort isn’t the most important thing. Paul’s words in 1 Th 5:18, telling us to praise in all our circumstances weren’t lightly given. 

THE other PRISONERS HEARD/were listening to THEM. The mighty power of Rome held them in its prison, but it can’t keep God out of the hearts of His servants. And He sent an earthquake that made the solid prison useless. SUDDENLY.. A GREAT/violent EARTHQUAKE- We’re not told that Paul and Silas asked for God to intervene. But He was responding in His own way to the fact that they were putting themselves into His hands, at His disposal, and praising Him for His care. God over-ruled nature, and sent an earthquake to accomplish His saving purposes. 

IMMEDIATELY/At once ALL THE DOORS WERE OPENED/flew open, and EVERYONE’S BANDS/everybody’s chains- Desmon– Bonds, whatever held them. Unless it means the bolts fastening chains to walls fell out this would be another miracle. Cp 12:7. WERE LOOSED/came loose- Mercifully the roof didn’t fall in on them.

16:27-30 THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON/jailer.. SEEING/when he saw THE PRISON DOORS OPEN DREW HIS SWORD.. to kill HIMSELF because he thought THE PRISONERS HAD FLED/escaped- As Governor of the prison he was responsible for their not escaping, and could be condemned to death. Cp 12:19. He decided suicide was preferable to the disgrace. 
BUT PAUL CRIED/shouted Don’t harm yourself, WE ARE ALL HERE- The Jailer could see nothing in the darkness of the prison, and thought the prisoners had escaped. We’re not told how many prisoners there were, why they hadn’t escaped, how Paul knew none had escaped, and whether any of them were injured by the quake. All that is irrelevant. God who sends an earthquake to accomplish His purposes, can be relied on to have organised things to have happened in the way recorded. 

The jailer CALLED FOR lights, AND SPRANG/rushed IN- Household servants and prison guards would have been wakened, and lamps or torches lit. He would need light to see his way into the prison, and guards may have come in with him. FELL DOWN trembling BEFORE PAUL AND SILAS- He was so deeply concerned that dignity didn’t matter. The earthquake, the prison doors opened, and being cheerfully called back from suicide would have been a very great shock. He may also have heard that these men had been said to be the slaves of the most high God, and their imprisonment being followed by an earthquake damaging the prison made it seem likely that their God was acting on their behalf. He may have known of their joyful praising of God, and Paul’s cheerful greeting made him realise that he needed to face the God who could make such things happen, and learn from them how to be right with Him.

He BROUGHT THEM OUT AND SAID/asked SIRS, WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED- Sozo- To be saved, physically, spiritually, or saved from the wrath of the God who had so powerfully wrecked the prison that held His servants Paul and Silas. God is always seeking to save people, but only when He shakes them into an awareness of their need, and they are convicted of sin by the Holy Spirit, is it right to tell them to Believe in the Lord Jesus – only then do the words make sense to them. Whatever the Jailer may have meant by his request, Paul gave him the full value of the Gospel and the total salvation it offers.

16:31-32 THEY SAID/replied BELIEVE ON/in THE LORD JESUS CHRIST- (Christ isn’t in [Nes]) The Lord Jesus is the One he must put His trust in, the One into whose hand he must put himself if he was ever to be safe. A concise statement that embodies the Gospel in a few words as in 10:43. These words weren’t a casual statement that required only casual acceptance – he must deal with God the Saviour of sinners on the basis of Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension, etc. If the Jailer was looking to them for forgiveness because of the way he had treated them they brushed away any such idea by pointing out that it was the Lord Jesus Christ to whom they must respond. Salvation is by faith in the Lord Jesus, as in 5:14; 9:42; 11:17. Cp Rom 10:9. 

you will BE SAVED, you and your HOUSE/household- Some of the servants and soldiers who made up his household may have been with him, and it was natural for Paul to say “Believe, and you will be saved, and that applies to the whole of your household as well,” and they all did believe, 16:34. It doesn’t say if you personally believe, and your household refuse to believe your household will be saved as well as you. Salvation is by faith in Christ, and ultimately faith is between each individual and God. Cp 10:42-46. But Paul might have known that if the Jailer believed and was saved the household would follow his lead, believe and be saved.
Then they spoke THE WORD OF THE LORD to him AND TO ALL the others IN HIS HOUSE- They explained what Paul had meant by saying Believe in the Lord Jesus... Paul and Silas explained the Gospel to the whole household so they could all understand it, and choose to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. And by the grace of God the whole household believed, were baptised, and rejoiced in life in Christ, 16:33-34. 

16:33-34 HE/the jailer.. WASHED THEIR STRIPES/wounds- They had been handed to his care as dangerous evil men to be strongly guarded. His changed attitude is shown by his washing their bleeding backs, and getting them to baptise him as a believer in Christ. The Gospel explanation being given as their wounds were being washed would be appropriate for the good news of a crucified, risen Saviour then immediately HE AND ALL HIS HOUSE/family were baptised- There was probably a well or water cistern in the courtyard.

HE/The jailer BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS HOUSE- He was confident that they wouldn’t be escaping. SET MEAT/a meal BEFORE THEM- Eating with the family was a symbol of brotherly fellowship in the Lord. And it’s likely that as well as the ordinary meal, they and these new believers honoured Him by breaking bread and drinking wine in remembrance of the Lord and His death.

REJOICED, BELIEVING IN GOD WITH ALL HIS HOUSE/the whole family was filled with joy because they had come to believe in God- This sudden transformation of their lives, from earthquake and fear of death and judgment, into the joy of knowing sins forgiven, Christ as their Saviour, sonship of God, and Heaven as their home gave good reason for rejoicing. (The form of words is unusual – in Scripture there is a constant changing of the form of words in which the Gospel and Salvation are expressed so that the vast complex reality is kept before us, not just a stereotyped correct formula.) 

16:35-37 WHEN IT WAS DAY/daylight THE MAGISTRATES SENT.. LET GO/release those men- The Magistrates may have ended the previous day congratulating themselves that they had been clever enough to check the riot, make themselves popular with the mob, and would gain credit in their report to Rome. But the earthquake following their action made them wish to close the incident by getting rid of Paul and Silas. 

THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON/jailer.. THE MAGISTRATES HAVE.. DEPART/you can leave IN PEACE- He saw this as good news “It’s all right, you’re allowed to go now, without any further trouble.” It was good news, but Paul as God’s servant was concerned as to how the magistrates (and other rulers who heard their version of the story) would treat the Christians and Gospel preachers in future.

PAUL SAID.. THEY HAVE BEATEN US publicly- Being beaten, in full view of the public added insult to the injury. UNCONDEMNED/without a trial- The magistrates had acted as if the charge was true without investigating it. even though we are Roman citizens- It isn’t known how Paul could have proved his citizenship, although there would be records back in Tarsus. But it seems a claim to citizenship was accepted as being true, as false claims would be severely punished. In the violent rapid action of the riot and the beating he may have had no chance to claim his citizenship and the exemption it entitled him to. The magistrates had committed a serious crime. (About this time, because the city of Rhodes had crucified Roman citizens, the Emperor Claudius took away its freedom.) 

CAST/threw US INTO PRISON, AND NOW want to get rid of us quietly- Philippians thought that being a Roman citizen was important. So did Paul, and he wasn’t going to sneak out of town and disappear as if he had been guilty. The position of Christians in the town would never be easy, but if it seemed they were followers of a cowardly criminal it would make their life needlessly hard. 

LET THEM COME THEMSELVES AND FETCH/escort US OUT- The public beating heaped shame on Paul, 1 Th 2:2. If he left secretly that would save the magistrates from the shame of admitting they had acted wrongly. Paul insists that they humiliate themselves by asking him to leave their prison – and so demonstrating that there had been no reason for the ill-treatment of him and Silas.

16:38-40 When THE MAGISTRATES heard that Paul and Silas WERE ROMANS/Roman citizens they were alarmed- The beating of Roman citizens was a disgraceful action. And the fact that they had not had a fair trial made it worse. There were severe penalties for any failure to treat Roman citizens with due respect – the honour of the Roman Empire was at stake, and the usefulness to it of the privilege of citizenship which bound up the personal advantage of the citizen, with the good of the Empire as a whole. 

THEY CAME AND BESOUGHT/to appease THEM and escorted them from the prison- The magistrates were liable to dismissal, and being banned from further official positions for having violated the right of a Roman citizen in a Roman colony. They had to acknowledge the innocence of the preachers by going personally to them in prison and after apologising to them, asking them to come out of it with them. No doubt they did it as promptly and quietly as possible, but the news would spread through the city, and the idea that you could beat up Christians whenever you felt like it would be discouraged. This would have helped protect the Believers but they still faced persecution, Phil 1:27-30.

Paul and Silas came OUT.. went to Lydia’s house.. met the brothers and encouraged them- The Believers would want to comfort Paul and Silas, but they were mature Christians to whom the comfort of Christ in His service and suffering had become normal experience. So it mentions that their concern was to comfort and encourage these young Christians by their example in their reaction to persecution. But also to teach them the wonderful truths of Christ’s presence and keeping power as declared in the Gospel. 
Then they left- And they were happy to know there was a local church, body of Christ in Philippi safe in Christ, ready to grow in Christ in the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. The Gospel and shared experience in Christ united them in the bonds of Christian love as seen in the letter Paul wrote to them more than ten years later. Luke may have remained - as he ceases to include himself in the party by writing “us” or “we.”

17:1-34 God’s Messiah & Gentile Politics, Religion & Philosophy

(Political, religious and educational organisations have been set up by man to restrain evil with only limited success because evil itself infiltrates them. The Gospel is God’s answer to evil, but in bringing it to Thessalonica, Berea and Athens Paul faced opposition from those organisations, as recorded in this chapter. At Thessalonica the Gospel that Christ was the true, spiritual king of mankind was twisted into being treason against Caesar,
 and at Athens Paul was accused of setting out strange gods. )

17:1-15 Paul at Thessalonica & Berea 

(The valleys of Macedonia radiated out from Thessalonica and it has a good harbour, so it was a great trading city with a population of about 200, 000, including many Jews. The Christ-rejecting Jews resented Paul’s success in winning converts to Christ, so they stirred up persecution and drove him out. They persecuted the Believers, 1 Th 1:6; 2:2, 16, but that made it clear that it was God through His Spirit who was doing the work - as the church continued to grow when the human leaders had been removed.) 

17:1-3 THEY- Not “we” so it seems that Luke remained at Philippi. An advantage of working as a team is that less prominent members can stay and quietly consolidate the work when the leaders have to move on. PASSED THROUGH AMPHIPOLIS.. APOLLONIA.. THESSALONICA WHERE THERE WAS A Jewish SYNAGOGUE- 
This may mean that there wasn’t a synagogue in the towns they passed through. 

AS HIS MANNER/custom was Paul went into the synagogue- This was a good way of making first contact with people who had been prepared for the Gospel message by their interest in the Scriptures, and their fulfilment in Christ. Cp 13:14, 44; 14:1; 16:13-14; 18:4; 19:8, and our Lord in Lk 4:16. Probably by this time news of his visits to Antioch, Lystra, Iconium etc would have spread through the Jewish community and prejudiced Jews for or against him and his message. on THREE SABBATH DAYS- He may well have had discussions daily as at Athens, but the main gatherings were on the Sabbath. (Paul’s letters to them show that he taught them a wide range of doctrine, and the fact that most of the Believers had turned from idols to the true God 1 Th 1:8, suggests that he continued to stay in the city and teach for some time after leaving the synagogue.) 

he REASONED WITH THEM from THE SCRIPTURES- Paul based His Gospel message on God’s Word as set out in the OT Scriptures about the Messiah. God’s Word is the Gospel “seed,” Lk 8:11.

OPENING/Explaining- Dianoigo - To open. He opened the meaning of Scriptures to them. Explained what they meant. ALLEGING/proving- Paratithemi- To place alongside. He placed the prophecies alongside the facts of the life and death of Christ, so that they could see that the prophecies had been fulfilled in Christ. THAT CHRIST MUST NEEDS HAVE SUFFERED/had to suffer- From the prophecies the Jews usually selected those that pictured Messiah as an invincible war leader freeing Israel from Rome – that idea led to many rebellions. and rise FROM THE DEAD- He worked through the Scriptures with them proving from them that the promised Christ must suffer first and reign later. Cp 1:3; 3:15, 18; 26:23; Lk 9:22; 17:25; 24:26, 45-46; 1 Cor 15:3-17; 1 Th 4:14; 1 Pet 1:11.

THIS JESUS WHOM I PREACH/am proclaiming.. IS the CHRIST- If only they would grasp the truth that the promised Messiah must suffer, it was only a short step of faith for them to accept that Jesus was the One who had fulfilled those prophecies. Christ’s resurrection was an essential truth, and well witnessed to, 2:32; 5:32: 10:39-42; 13:31; 1 Cor 15:5-8.

17:4 SOME OF THEM/the Jews- The response seems to have been less among the Jews - they had more to give up. There is a danger that past privileges and blessings, mixed with pride in them, will hinder people from obedience to further unfolding of God’s Truth. BELIEVED/were persuaded- Peitho- To persuade by intellectual or moral reasoning. Peitho is used to mean persuaded to believe in Christ in 28:24; Lk 16:31. It’s used of the acceptance of some other teaching or opinion in 5:36, 39; 21:14; 23:21; 26:26; 27:11; Gal 5:7. 

CONSORTED WITH/joined- Proskleroo- From Kleros- A lot, so they cast in their lot with PAUL AND SILAS. They chose to become Christians. But the verb could be in the passive voice and mean the converts were allotted to them by God’s sovereign grace. Cp 13:48; 16:14. By choosing to accept Christ the convert is committed to belong to God’s people from then on. But behind the visible choice of that moment is the eternal purpose of God who has allotted that person to Himself. The convert will rarely see beyond the choice of the moment, but all Gospel preachers should always have in mind God’s purposes. In simple words, some of the Jews believed what Paul and Silas taught from the OT Scriptures and joined them in putting their faith in Christ. 

a large number of THE DEVOUT/God-fearing GREEKS- There was a greater response from Gentile God-fearers than from the Jews. Cp 13:42-48. Only in an indirect sense – turned in stages over a time - could these already God-fearing Greeks have been said to have turned to God from idols, 1 Th 195. This is why it seems that Paul continued to preach to other Gentiles for some weeks after leaving the Synagogue, and saw many of them converted. And he had nurtured the converts with the gentleness of a nursing mother, and the responsible care of a loving father, 1 Th 2:7-12. 

OF THE CHIEF/prominent WOMEN- Or wives of leading men. Cp 13:50. In Acts women, and their share in the life and work of the church are mentioned in 1:14; 8:3-4; 9:2; 16:1, 13-15; 17:4, 34; 18:2; 21:5. 

17:5-7 BUT THE JEWS WHO BELIEVED NOT, MOVED WITH ENVY/were jealous- The more successful Paul was in gathering people to Christ, and forming a church, the more reason the Jews had to hate him as a successful rival teacher, drawing away converts from their flock. And as they had no real basis for a political charge of treason it was simpler to stir up a riot, so that the mob would force the hand of the rulers to take punitive action. 

So they TOOK/rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace- Agoraios- Marketplace men. (Agora- Marketplace) Apart from the traders and their customers, unemployed men would gather there. Some might be looking for honest work, but others would be loafers willing to accept pay to cause trouble to individuals or groups that someone had a grudge against. It wouldn’t cost much to get such louts to stir up a riot, and blame it on the Christians. 

GATHERED A COMPANY/formed a mob.. started a riot- A crowd of trouble-makers making a lot of noise and threatening people. ASSAULTED/rushed to Jason’s house If this is the Jason of Rom 16:21 he was a Jew. (Jason was the Greek equivalent of the name Joshua.) in search of Paul and Silas in order TO BRING THEM OUT TO THE PEOPLE/crowd- Bring them out to the mob, or to the town assembly for trial. 

But when they did not find them- Either Paul and Silas weren’t there, or they were well hidden, so the next best thing was to pick on their friends. THEY dragged JASON AND CERTAIN/some other BRETHREN/brothers- Presumably Jason was one of the believers as Paul and Silas were staying at his house. Members of the Synagogue were a brotherhood of Jews. Believers in Jesus Christ were now a new brotherhood as members of Christ’s body, the church. 

UNTO THE RULERS/before THE CITY officials- Politarches. This was the correct title of the five or six rulers of any Macedonian city – it’s engraved on a number of monuments that date to the time of Acts. Roman and Greek Law generally relied on complainants like this to set the Law in motion. 
CRYING/shouting THESE men WHO HAVE TURNED THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN/caused trouble all over the world- Anastatoo- To stir up, excite, unsettle, as in 21:38; Gal 5:12. Of course we would say truthfully that the Gospel turned people’s lives the right way up to let God’s light in and make them useful. But the Rulers would think of the trouble stirred up by nationalist Jewish zealots in Rome, Alexandria, and in Judea after the death of King Herod Agrippa. It would be easy to persuade the Politarchs of Thessalonica that Paul’s preaching of Jesus as the Messiah-Christ was just another form of the Zealots proclaiming revolt against Rome in support of the coming of a political and military Messiah. 

have now COME here and JASON has welcomed them- Welcoming them as guests made him responsible for their behaviour and any consequences. THESE/They ALL DO CONTRARY TO/are defying Caesar’s decrees- These Jews hoped to gain favour with the authorities by professing loyalty to Caesar and his decrees, and to get rid of Paul and Silas by classing Christians as Jewish nationalist zealots. The Romans were quick to suspect plotting so there were decrees against the forming of new groups of any kind. When the merchants of Corinth asked permission to form a fire-brigade, Gallio referred the request to his friend Emperor Claudius - he refused it and said it was only an excuse for plotting rebellion! As all of life in the Roman Empire was centred on the Emperor - and the Gospel, and Christian life was centred in Christ Jesus the Lord - clashes were inevitable.

SAYING THERE IS ANOTHER KING, one called JESUS- Paul and Silas would have proclaimed the spiritual kingdom of God of which Jesus is King. (There is a strong Messianic element in the Thessalonian epistles.) As the Chief Priests did when they brought Jesus before Pilate, the Jews twisted this spiritual truth to make it sound like political treason. To a Jew blasphemy was the worst crime. To the Romans, the worst crime was treason - to advocate another king than the Caesar.
 Thessalonica was a free city not directly ruled by Caesar’s decrees but the magistrates could hardly object to humoring a violent crowd professing loyalty to Caesar. 

17:8-10 When they heard this.. THE PEOPLE/crowd AND THE RULERS/officials were thrown into a turmoil- Tarasso- Troubled, stirred up. There was a great deal of confusion in the large crowd that had gathered in the excitement of seeing the Jewish leaders with their louts dragging Jason etc through the streets to the council court. . (What fun for the street kids!) The Councilors would be in a panic because of the damage a rioting crowd would cause, even if there was no truth in the accusations being made 

WHEN THEY HAD TAKEN SECURITY OF/made JASON and the others post bond, THEY LET THEM GO- Made them pay a deposit of money as a guarantee that they would appear in court if the rulers decided to charge them. Or a good-behaviour bond that they would forfeit if Paul continued to preach and that resulted in another riot.

IMMEDIATELY SENT AWAY PAUL AND SILAS BY NIGHT/as soon as it was night- They would wish Paul’s life to be spared for further service. Jason and the other brothers may have signed a guarantee that Paul and Silas would leave town, and at least they had accepted responsibility for Paul. If there was another riot – the Jews could easily raise a riot - they would forfeit their bond, and might have their property confiscated. In would be a relief to see Paul and Silas safely away. Paul was reluctant to leave and saw it as a work of Satan. He was eager to come back and give help to the persecuted Believers, 1 Th 2:13-18. Timothy was able to go back quietly as Paul’s messenger, 1 Th 3:2. Some of those who had fallen asleep 1 Th 4:13 may have been martyrs, but that didn’t stop them from becoming a missionary church, 1 Th 1:8. 

UNTO/to BEREA- A city 40 miles inland from Thessalonica in the direction of Illyria so may have been the preaching he referred to in Rom 15:19. As the road led on to Rome this may have been the first time when he had hoped to go to Rome, Rom 1:13; 15:22, but Claudius was banning all Jews from Rome, 18:2. 
WHO COMING THITHER/On arriving there they WENT INTO/to THE Jewish SYNAGOGUE- Another city, another synagogue another chance to proclaim the Gospel as the fulfilment of God’s OT revelation, grasped eagerly. Although knowing their welcome would be brief and their expulsion certain, they would not be leaving without having won some for Christ. 

17:11-12 The Bereans WERE of MORE NOBLE character- Eugenes. The word is used in Lk 19:12; 1 Cor 1:26. It meant a person of noble birth, who had the benefit of leisure, education etc, so weren’t blinded by ignorance or violent prejudice. The Jews at Berea didn’t raise a riot but gave Paul’s message a fair hearing. 
THEY RECEIVED THE WORD/message.. SEARCHED/examined THE SCRIPTURES.. WHETHER THESE THINGS WERE SO/to see if what Paul said was true- Instead of proudly rejecting what Paul said about the Messianic prophecies and their fulfillment they listened respectfully, and sensibly checked out the scriptures to see whether they did teach the truths Paul was proclaiming. 
THEREFORE MANY OF THEM/the Jews BELIEVED- Honest, open-minded searching resulted in the conversion of many Jews, and of quite a number of upper class Greek men and women. As did also a number OF HONOURABLE/prominent Greek WOMEN
 AND many Greek MEN- As in 13:48, many of the Greek God-fearers attending the synagogue were converted, but the form of words suggests that there were also Greek women of high social standing converted who hadn’t been attending synagogue.

17:13-15 WHEN THE JEWS OF/in THESSALONICA.. they went there agitating THE PEOPLE/crowds and stirring them up- The Berean Jews, whether they believed or rejected Paul’s teaching, had regarded the truths of the Gospel as something to be met reasonably with sensible reasoning. The Christ-rejecting Jews at Thessalonica, like those at Jerusalem who demanded that Christ be crucified, preferred to answer truth with mob violence. By stirring up riots they could get the magistrates to expel the preachers, without needing to prove the message they were preaching broke the Roman Law. When the professing church descended into apostasy, it ceased to rely on spiritual weapons such as prayer and speaking the Bible truth in love, and expressed their jealousy of those proclaiming Bible truth by slandering them, persecuting them, driving them out or killing them. That attitude to those we see as “heretics,” still tempts us all at times. 

IMMEDIATELY THE BRETHREN/brothers SENT AWAY PAUL TO GO AS IT WERE TO THE SEA/coast- A group of the converts went with Paul to protect him, and give him the benefit of their local knowledge. They may have gone to Athens by boat, but even if they went by land the road to Athens followed the sea coast. They may have thought that pursuers would look for them at the ports, and so turned aside. SILAS AND Timothy stayed at Berea.. BROUGHT HIM TO ATHENS then left with instructions for  SILAS AND Timothy to join him as soon as possible- Paul felt a strong need for Christian fellowship and company. They caught up with him at Corinth, 18:5. 

17:16-21 Paul, Alone in Athens, Witnesses to His Lord

(In Philippi attention was focused on individuals, Lydia, the slave girl, the jailer - the Gospel deals with individuals and builds individual converts into churches. In Athens our attention is focussed on the religious and social backgrounds that affected the response to the Gospel, and under which churches were formed and functioned. After Athens was defeated by Sparta, 431 BC, it ceased to be a political power but continued to be a great centre of art, literature, philosophy, etc. Its shrines and temples were the finest display of the beauties of pagan religion. In respect for its greatness in such things the Romans allowed Athens to continue as a free city and maintain its unique character as a centre of Higher Education. Upper class Romans sent their sons to Athens for study, and so for most of them, following one of its schools of philosophy had taken the place of traditional religion. 

We are shown how Paul presented the Gospel to educated, pagan people, the Stoics and Epicureans. Now that our Western world has turned from God there are many people around us like them, so it helps us see how we should present the Gospel to them. Paul was shocked by the evidence of idolatry wherever he went in the city. The shrines, temples and idols were famous, priceless works of art that many tourists came to see, but Paul saw beneath the outward show, the idolatry and spiritual emptiness of cultured sophisticated people. Everything in Luke’s record of Paul’s brief stay in Athens rings true to all we know of Athens at the time. And it sets out for all time how the Gospel witness could make effective contact with sophisticated culture and thought. 

Where the Bible was known Paul started with it. Where it wasn’t, at Derbe, 14:14-17, and here at Athens Paul starts with what God has revealed of Himself in Creation and conscience, Rom 1:18-2:15. He spoke of God as the Creator and judge of all humans. Cp Peter to Cornelius, 10:34-35. He also uses elements of the teachings of the Philosophers which could help the Gospel to make sense to them. And crowns that with the essential feature of the Gospel – a crucified risen Christ who all men must face as Judge.

Like Paul, the Greek philosophers were disgusted with the irrationality and immorality in the traditional religion and its “gods.” From God’s point of view they were to be viewed as groping after God - and after right ideas about God - as shown by quotes from their poets. God doesn’t blame them for their ignorance, but now that He has intervened in Jesus Christ they must turn towards this light of truth, or face the risen Christ in Judgment. Some of them did so. Many Christians followed Paul’s example and reasoned with intelligent, seeking Pagans, leading many to Christ by showing them that in Him alone were the answers to questions about what man is, what he should be and do, the purpose of existence, etc. 

God’s servants must confront deliberate evil bluntly. But we may meet with people from every kind of religious or irreligious background who are sincerely seeking God. Instead of focussing on their errors we must be willing to sit down with them, and reason with them gently so that their blind searching may end in their knowing Christ as Saviour and Lord, 2 Tim 2:22-26. Paul started with what these Athenians already knew, and built on their follies and true insights a reasoned approach to the Gospel. As soon as he reached the core of the gospel most of them sneered at it, or backed away from it, but a number joined Paul to receive Christ, and learn the fullness of God’s grace in the Gospel.

Athens seems the only city in which Paul preached without bringing persecution on himself. When hearers treat the Gospel as an interesting human idea open to debate, it’s easily tolerated, and rather ineffective. It’s even more so when the preacher treats it as such.) 

17:16-17 WHILE PAUL WAITED/was waiting.. AT/in  ATHENS HIS SOUL- Pneuma- Spirit. It was a spiritual concern. WAS STIRRED/he was greatly distressed- Paroxuno- To be angry, grieved, etc. Paul was upset, distressed, deeply disturbed. THE CITY WHOLLY GIVEN TO IDOLATRY/was full of idols- Kateidolos- The word suggests that being in Athens was like being in a forest of idols. A secular humorous writer of the time suggested there were more idols in Athens than there were men. Tourists came to Athens to admire the beauty of the idols. As a Jew, Paul knew that all images of Deity were deceptive, and forbidden, Ex 20:2-5; 32:4-8; Deu 5:6-9. As a Christian, Paul was more interested in the eternal souls of men than in the greatest works of art.

THEREFORE DISPUTED/So HE reasoned IN THE SYNAGOGUE WITH JEWS AND DEVOUT PERSONS/God-fearing Greeks- As he had done in other cities. But this time he was tolerated and nothing happened that was worth recording it seems. The synagogue seems to have had little impact on Athens. 

AND/as well as IN THE MARKET place- Agora. DAILY/day by day WITH those that happened to be there- In the mornings a produce market was held in the Agora. It was surrounded by Temples, Theatres, Baths, etc, with Stoas– roofed colonnades where people could gather, chat, give lectures, etc, as Socrates, Plato, etc had done. People could come there and hear them as often as they wished so Paul spoke to individuals or groups who were willing to listen. 

17:18 THEN PHILOSOPHERS.. EPICUREANS
- Who emphasised the importance of emotional satisfaction. Self-satisfied people. STOICS/Stoic
 philosophers– Who emphasised the importance of intellectual and moral integrity. Self-righteous people. Both groups were completely self-centred. In a sense the Epicureans were the Sadducees of Greek culture, and the Stoics the Pharisees. ENCOUNTERED/began to dispute with HIM- Both groups of Philosophers criticised popular pagan religion as Paul did, and some aspects of Paul’s recorded sermon would make sense to them. 

Stoics were followers of Zeno 340-265 BC. Stoics believed in God as a rational principle that produced the orderedness of nature, and could be referred to as Reason, Nature, Zeus, God, etc. Sometimes what they said may sound like the God of the Bible, but they were pantheists, teaching that God was an impersonal force in everything and so God lived in men and men lived in God, and at death they were reabsorbed into God.

THIS BABBLER- Spermologos. Sperma- Seed. Logos- Word, message. A sneering word for a man who tried to teach people by using ideas he had picked up from speakers in the marketplace - as the birds pick up scattered grain. They meant that Paul was an ignorant show-off, who had got his education from scraps of philosophy heard in the marketplace which he hadn’t really understood. “Liberal” Sadducee intellectuals are still today as scornful of ideas not their own as the most legalistic "Fundamentalist" Pharisees!

others remarked, HE seems to be A SETTER FORTH OF/advocating STRANGE/foreign GODS- Daimonion- Spirits, gods, etc. BECAUSE Paul was preaching.. JESUS AND THE RESURRECTION- Anastasis- They seemed to have thought Paul was speaking of a goddess known as “The Resurrection,” in some way associated with Jesus.

17:19-21 THEY TOOK HIM.. to a meeting of the AREOPAGUS- Areios Pagos. This was the name of an area in the centre of Athens just below the Acropolis –central fort - of the city. The name came from Ares, the Greek God of War (called Mars by the Romans.) The governing council and supreme court of Athens was also called the Areios Pagos as it used to meet there. By Paul’s time their main responsibility was to supervise the things for which Athens was famous - lectures on education, philosophy, religions etc. They seemed to have authority to license lecturers or stop them speaking – they would have been in trouble with Rome if they allowed teaching contrary to the interests of the Roman Empire. They may have invited Paul to come and address the Council so as to check whether what he taught was acceptable. 

   In their personal beliefs the members of the Areopagus may have been Epicureans, Stoics, Cynics, etc but collectively they were guardians of the religious culture of Athens, its traditional rituals, temples and other works of art, as well as its philosophies. 

MAY WE KNOW WHAT THIS NEW DOCTRINE/teaching is that you are presenting- In a sense he was on trial, but the request was phrased politely. They were the highest authority, the experts, in all matters of Greek religion and philosophy. Paul was given the privilege of setting before them the essentials of the Gospel in relation to their beliefs. Cp the Lord’s promise in 9:15. You are bringing STRANGE THINGS/ideas.. we want to know WHAT THESE THINGS/they MEAN- Thelo Eim. Literally “what these things wish to be” – where are they Heading? Where does one get to if one follows them? They were interested in knowing, but also may be reminding him that they had the right to approve or ban whatever he said publicly.

ATHENIANS AND STRANGERS/foreigners.. SPENT THEIR TIME IN.. talking and listening to SOME NEW THING/the latest ideas- Literally something newer. People went to Athens, not to make money, or learn about practical things, but for intellectual knowledge – the latest theories, philosophies etc. The Romans concentrated on practical things, and Roman roads, bridges, and aqueducts are still in use. The Romans conquered the Greeks, but the ideas of Greeks like Socrates, Plato and Aristotle are still in use and argued about at universities world-wide. 

17:22-23 PAUL STOOD IN THE MIDST- Cp 4:7; 17:33. OF MARS HILL. the Areopagus- Areios Pagos- In the midst of the council, wherever it was meeting. A crowd of interested people would have been there too. Paul began by talking about things they already knew, and from this led them towards an understanding of God and the Gospel.

IN ALL THINGS/every way YOU ARE TOO SUPERSTITIOUS/very religious-Deisdaimonesteros. KJV and Niv are equally good meanings of the word, and both are true. There was evidence of their religion everywhere, and their religion was largely superstition. The many idols to be seen throughout the city showed their love of creating beautiful statues, rather than their spiritual devotion to gods – as many beautiful church buildings today are appreciated only as displays of art. Paul's words would please the sincerely religious Athenians and help them to listen to what he was saying. But as the Epicureans and Stoics despised the traditional religion as mere superstition they would appreciate the irony in the double meaning of the word, and be encouraged to listen.

Paul wasn’t insulting their religion any more than Festus was insulting King Agrippa by referring to the Jewish Deisidaimonia in 25:19. Paul goes on to make it clear that he was praising their interest in gods and religion as a step towards proclaiming to them the God they didn’t know. That, like Stephen, 7:1-54, and Peter, 10:34-44, he wasn’t allowed to finish means that we can’t say he should have also said other things. Paul was gifted by God with the ability to make himself all things to all people in his efforts to win them for Christ, 1 Cor 9:19-23. That included preaching the Gospel in a way that made sense to them as the answer to their questions and needs. Paul said what was obviously true, that judging by the evidence – objects and places of worship – everywhere in the city, the Athenians seemed an unusually religious people. Whether they considered this to be to their credit or not was left to the individual hearer, but provides a useful starting point on which to build his presentation of the Gospel. 

AS I PASSED BY/walked around AND BEHELD/observed YOUR DEVOTIONS/ objects of worship- Sebasma- The word is used elsewhere only in 2 Th 2:4. I even FOUND AN ALTAR.. TO THE/an UNKNOWN GOD- This was grounds for saying Christianity wasn’t a foreign religion, but the religion of the “unknown God” acknowledged locally, the source of all human life and in whom an Athenian had admitted we all live.. have our being. Greeks erected altars to unknown gods out of fear that they may have failed to honour some god, and that he might bring evil on them. There are a number of references in secular history to such altars in various cities, including Athens, the oldest referring to the time of Epiminedes, about 600 BC. (Pausanias, writing a hundred years after Paul, mentions that in Athens there were altars to Mercy, Rumour, Energy, Shame, etc.) 

Now what you WORSHIP IGNORANTLY/as something unknown, I DECLARE/am going to proclaim to YOU- Paul uses the fact that the altar acknowledged the existence of a God that they were ignorant of, as a stepping-stone towards the truth of the one true God, Creator, Redeemer and Judge. If they had known Him, living in a city full of idols would have distressed them, as it distressed Paul, 17:16. What they were worshipping wasn’t the true God, but it was true that the true God was unknown to them. 

17:24-25 The GOD WHO MADE THE WORLD- Kosmos. AND ALL THINGS THEREIN/everything in it- The fact that God was the Creator of mankind is a basic Bible truth, Gen 1:1; Ex 20:11; Isa 42:5, etc. The Athenians were familiar with the idea as Plato and other Greek philosophers had also spoken of the Creator of the Kosmos, although they were thinking of a god embodied and expressing himself in the world of nature.

SEEING HE IS THE LORD OF HEAVEN AND EARTH does NOT live IN TEMPLES MADE/built WITH HANDS- Epicureans taught that any gods were so remote as to be irrelevant to human life. Stoics taught that God was an impersonal Divine Power present everywhere and in everything. Both would have agreed that God couldn’t be restricted to any one place or thing, so Paul’s words, empowered by the Holy Spirit, might enable them to take the next step – the realisation that God was a Person, a Spirit-being, Jn 4:24, who had created everything for His purposes, loved it, and while being independent of it, was working to perfect it and mankind, Rom 8:21. (Although He chose to meet with Israel in the Tabernacle/Temple, the OT made clear that He was with His people, and approachable, wherever they might be. Solomon had acknowledged that it couldn’t contain Him, 2 Sam 7:12-13; 1 Ki 8:27, and it wasn’t His final goal, 7:48-50; Isa 66:1-2; Jn 4:23-25.)

not WORSHIPPED/served- Therapeuo- Our word Therapy. It’s used of men being healed or helped in Mt 4:23; 12:10, 22, etc. Epicureans and Stoics would have agreed with Paul that the idea that gods needed worshippers to bring them pigs, cattle etc as sacrifices, as if they were hungry beggars, was ridiculous.
 

WITH MENS/by human HANDS AS THOUGH/if HE NEEDED ANY THING- Idolatry assumes that its gods and goddesses can be pleased and bribed by people offering them flattering prayers, gifts of gold, silver and jewels to make the statues that represent them beautiful, or the temples shrines in which they are displayed. And by giving gifts of food etc for the service of the god and his priests. To be of any value to God human worship and service must come from the heart, Ps 51:17; Jn 4: 24, and must be from people obedient to His commands or it is useless, Isa 1:9-20. It must be fellowship with Him and His purposes. The Holy Spirit makes this possible in all God’s children. 

SEEING/because HE himself GIVETH/gives TO ALL men LIFE, AND BREATH, AND ALL THINGS/everything else- The Stoics accepted the idea that all life came from the “god.” Paul speaks of God as Creator in the form that truth is revealed in the OT, but he also makes use of the limited understanding of the facts that was already current in the thinking of educated Greeks. Cp Ps 50:7-15; Isa 42:5; Lk 10:21.

17:26-28 AND MADE OF/From ONE BLOOD/man ALL NATIONS/every nation.. that they should inhabit ALL THE/whole EARTH- God created one man, and from him all people are descended. Every human race tends to see itself as superior in some ways to all other races. The Athenians claimed to have sprung direct from the soil of Attica and so were superior to the other Greeks who travelled to Greece later. Against this Paul asserts that all races descended from one man, Adam, Gen 1:27-28; 2:7. (The word Adam means “Man”) That we all descended from one ancestor is a basic Gospel truth, 2:5; 10:35; Rom 5:12-19; 1 Cor 15:45-49. The Greeks made a sharp distinction between themselves and the “Barbarians,” and the Jews viewed all other races as unclean, but God didn’t, 10:34-35.

DETERMINED THE TIMES- Kairos- Used of times, and seasons. Probably not the seasons of the year – harvest etc – as in 14:17, but the way in which human history had developed with nations rising and falling, moving into new areas, etc. Certainly God foreknew and over-ruled all history including those things revealed in Daniel’s visions of world history. Cp Gal 4:4; Eph 1:9-10; 1 Th 5:1; 1 Tim 2:6; 6:15; Titus 1:3. 

BEFORE APPOINTED/set for them AND THE BOUNDS OF/the exact places THEIR HABITATION/where they should live- This assures us that God’s creative power has organised space and time in an orderly fashion, and over-ruled all History and Geography. Things weren’t left to chance, as Epicureans believed and taught, 14:17; Gen 1:24; Deu 32:8; Ps 74:17. God did this so that wherever people find themselves they SHOULD/would SEEK THE LORD\him- We see this not only in Christ being the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world, but also in the Fall, flood, Abraham, Moses and the Law, David and Kingship, Exile and return of Israel etc. All of these were foreknown and provided for as the necessary background for Christ, Calvary, the Church, Millenium and eternal glory. Whatever Athenians knew of history or geography would be enough to establish the principle. And also the idea that God has ordained racial and cultural variation. 

    God had planned the rise and fall of nations and their migrations, with one purpose in view. That in their restless darkness they might reach out towards finding Him. In creating the universe He had designed it all so that man would be stimulated by his environment to look for an explanation of what lies behind it, and find God, Isa 51:1. Cp Rom 8:29. In a sense all religion, religious myths, rituals, etc are manifestations of this desire to find “god” and worship Him, but in various ways and degrees man’s religion is warped by his rebellious desire to please himself, as set out in Rom 1:18-32. 

IF HAPLY/and perhaps THEY SHOULD FEEL AFTER/reach out for HIM AND FIND HIM- Even where the light of God’s special revelation in the Bible has not reached there are people who have some sense of need of Him, and desire to know Him. The Bible says that seeking God is man’s responsibility. The form in which God created the universe is designed to encourage people to seek Him, Ps 19; 27:8; 105:4; Prov 28:5; Isa 31:5; 55:6; Jer 27:4-8; Rom 8:18-23. The wording suggests that it’s possible that such seekers may find God, but that’s no excuse for God’s people not to make every effort to bring God and the Gospel within reach of them all, Rom 10:13-17. 

THOUGH HE is NOT FAR FROM EVERY/each ONE OF US- It isn’t God’s fault that men fail to make contact with Him. He comes as close to them as they will allow Him to come. As He is near, the search isn’t hopeless, and God wants men to find Him. (God’s nearness to all men fitted Stoic belief.) 

FOR IN HIM WE LIVE AND MOVE AND HAVE OUR BEING- Written by Epimenides, 600BC. We know from God’s Word that all human life has come from the breath of life God breathed into Adam. Gen 1:26-27; 2:7. And all creation continues to exist in Christ, Rom 11:35-36; Col 1:16-18. It’s also true spiritually, that as God’s children we live in Christ who is the source and sustainer of the new spiritual life of the Spirit, Jn 1:12; 3:1-7, etc. What Stoics called “God” was present everywhere as an impersonal force, so we existed in Him. Paul is speaking of God, as a Person. He isn’t far away from us, we exist only in Him. Our breathing depends on Him!!

FOR WE ARE HIS OFFSPRING- Found in the writings of Aratus, and also of Cleanthes, about 300 years before Christ AS CERTAIN/some OF YOUR OWN POETS HAVE SAID- The wording allows it to refer to both statements. 
Epimenides, and Cleanthes were born in Crete, and Aratus born in Cilicia, but they all went to live in Athens, and in Paul’s time were thought of as Athenians. The Athenians generally had ceased to believe the “gods” of their ancestors were real. People such as those Paul quoted had made them realise that any real God, or “gods,” must be at least as intelligent, moral, etc as the best humans, because they were the sources of our life. 

   The Stoics had been blindly seeking God, and had at least realised that while God may be infinitely greater than man He could in no way be less than man –as idols were. But as Paul is saying, God as an impersonal pantheistic force was also less than man - and in fact a personal Being would be the Judge that they must face one day. God has revealed Himself in Nature, Rom 1:18-23, but He isn’t limited to it. We, His offspring, are persons, capable of interacting with Nature, opposing it or using it as we choose. God as the Creator of Nature must be infinitely more personal and capable. And as He created everything for His own purposes (as we make clothes, houses, ships, etc) He requires all things to fulfil their intended function. Paul is saying that a Personal God is the source of us persons. 

   As Gooding points out, modern men have also let Reason blind them. In Science reason doesn’t create the evidence. God has built it into Creation as His gift, and all human reason can do is work on understanding it and using it. When ancient Stoics or modern Scientists, worship Reason, they think in rationalistic terms (or like the Epicureans in materialistic terms) - they make themselves blind and deaf to what God is saying to them, Lk 10:21; 1 Cor 1:18-31. And only the grace of humble repentance through the work of the Holy Spirit can open their blind eyes and deaf ears to the Salvation provided in Christ for us sinners. 

17:29 Therefore since we are God’s OFFSPRING WE OUGHT/should NOT THINK THAT THE GODHEAD/the Divine Being- a form of expression used by Greeks. IS LIKE GOLD, SILVER, OR PRECIOUS STONE/an image GRAVEN/made BY ART/design MAN’S DEVICE/ skill- According to human thoughts, ideas, and skills. On the basis of the facts admitted by educated Athenians, idolatry makes no sense. When people think of God in terms of something constructed out of materials it makes Him less than what we know ourselves to be. And as it’s true that we are thinking and feeling persons God can’t be just an influence or principle inherent in everything. Generally Athenians and other educated Greeks no longer took their traditional gods and stories about them seriously. But they took great pride in the beautiful Temples and images they had made. Paul says that instead of honouring “gods,” beautiful buildings and statues direct men’s attention away from the realities of God’s nature and His priorities. 
Cp comments on idolatry in Deu 4:28; Isa 40:18-22; 41:5-7, 29; 42:17; 44:9-20; 46:1-7; 48:5; Jer 1:16; 2:26-28; 10:2-5, 8, 9; Rom 1:23. Every good quality seen in human lives - creativity, right-living, energy, loyalty, wisdom, kindness, sacrificial love - is (and must be) an imperfect reflection of the person and life of God Himself. We are living, intelligent beings, and, as God is the Creator-source of what we are, it’s ridiculous for us to think of God as something we could imagine or make. He must be a living intelligent creative Being infinitely more so than we His creatures are. Idols and Temples may be wonderful examples of men’s craftsmanship and imagination, but even the best of them misrepresent the invisible God, and generally in fact they personify and glorify human powers and desires, Rom 1:19-25. 

17:30-31 THE TIMES/past- Chronos- Calendar and clock times, not Kairos- Times and seasons, as in 17:26. GOD WINKED AT (Closed his eyes to, chose not to look at, so as not to immediately punish.) /overlooked such IGNORANCE- 
It will help us understand this if we remember good parents do not demand that their young children conform to adult standards of behaviour. They make allowance for childish ignorance. Mankind before Christ came, lived in what amounted to childish ignorance, and God had tolerated it. (Even His own people the Jews lived as children, but the coming of Christ ended that era of childhood and offered responsible, adult fellowship with God – or judgment, Gal 3:21-4:7.

BUT NOW he commands- The word is used in 1:4; 4:18; 5:28, 40; 10:42; 15:5; 16:18, 23. ALL MEN/people EVERYWHERE TO REPENT- The message of the Gospel is a proclamation of Good News, but it is also a command. Unless the revelation of God in nature, and in human religious-spiritual seeking, brings people to repentance and faith in Christ when they hear the Gospel, it’s a blind search, a dead end. God wasn’t indifferent to idolatry, Rom 1:19-27. He had patiently overlooked the insult of idolatry, and had mercy on their ignorance, so He had not wiped out idolators and other sinners. Cp 14:16; Gen 8:21-22; 42:21; Ezek 18:32; 33:10-11; Rom 3:26. (He had also overlooked the ignorance of the Jews in killing their Messiah, Lk 23:34.) God’s intervention in Judgment was deferred until God’s righteousness was demonstrated and vindicated in the life and death of Christ, Rom 8:3. But they must not choose to continue in ignorance now that God had intervened to save them, 3:17; 13:27; Ecc 8:11-12; Rom 2:3-11; Heb 10:26-31. Now that He had stepped into the scene and provided the perfect means by which all men everywhere can find Him, He commands them to repent and find Him. 

BECAUSE/For HE has APPOINTED/set A DAY IN WHICH/when HE WILL JUDGE THE WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS/with justice- 2:20; Ps 9:8; 67:4; 96:10-13; 98:4-9, Isa 2:3-4; 11:1-9; Rom 2:5, 12, 16; 3:19; 1 Cor 1:8; Phil 1:6, 10-11; 2 Th 1:5-10; 2 Pet 3:10-15; Rev 20:11-15. BY the MAN HE ORDAINED/has appointed- Horizo as in 17:25. God who ordained the times and seasons, has also ordained the judgment towards which they all move. God’s judgment will be administered by a “man,” 10:42; Dan 7:13-14; Mt 25:31-46; Mk 13:26; 14:62; Jn 5:27. 

HE has GIVEN ASSURANCE/proof- Parecho- To hold out towards or near. Pistis- Faith, or Persuasion,
 given us a good reason to believe, Or given faith in the sense that God has given them adequate grounds for their committing themselves to the crucified, risen Christ by believing in Him, 16:31. Christ risen is the pledge and assurance, and also the proof and demonstration that He would be the Judge. of this to ALL MEN, by raising HIM FROM THE DEAD- In raising the Lord Jesus from the dead God was holding out to mankind a good reason for men to believe. They would face judgment if they refused the Gospel. Living judges can judge live people. Christ is a living judge, but the fact that he was raised from the dead means that He is alive and ready to be the judge of all people who have died and will be raised. 

17:32-34 WHEN THEY HEARD OF/about THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD, SOME of them MOCKED/sneered- As many did at Pentecost, 2:13. Sneering at the truth is a quick way to quench conscience. Liberals and Legalists today react as these, and the Pharisees did, 1 Cor 1:23-4. While they had stories about “Gods” or “Heroes” rising from the dead, Epicureans mocked at any idea of life after death. The Stoics believed the body was a prison from which at death the soul escaped to be absorbed into “God”= the universe. They didn’t even want to ever have bodies again.

but OTHERS SAID, WE WILL/want to HEAR you AGAIN- Possibly saying they’d give the matter further thought, or were dismissing any charge against him until further thought. But probably just meaning “We would need a great deal more argument and evidence in favour of what you’re saying before we would take it seriously.” Cp Felix, 24:25, and Agrippa, 26:28. Postponing a decision to trust Christ when challenged to accept Him is dangerous. Putting off a decision is almost as effective a way of deadening conscience and defying God as mocking is, Heb 4:7. 

At that PAUL DEPARTED FROM AMONG THEM/left the Council- Paul had said as much of the Gospel as they would listen to, so moved off. Cp Jesus in Lk 4:30. HOWBEIT, CERTAIN/A few MEN CLAVE UNTO/became followers of- Kollao- To join together as with glue, cement, etc used primarily of metals and materials. Used Mt 19:5 of cleave to his wife. 

HIM/Paul AND BELIEVED- Response to God's messengers is also a response to God Himself. They identified themselves with Paul in what he had been proclaiming, and joined Him in believing Christ and His Gospel – became Believers. Nothing is said of their baptism, and the household of Stephanas are referred to as the firstfruits of Achaia in 1 Cor 16:15. (But maybe that means they were early converts at Corinth, or making an excellent response to the Gospel made them first quality, or simply they were of the firstfruits of the gospel in Achaia. )

AMONG THE WHICH/them WAS DIONYSIUS THE AREOPAGITE/a member of the Areopagus- A member of the Governing Council of Athens, so an important convert. A WOMAN NAMED DAMARIS- Greek women weren’t supposed to be present on public occasions so she may have been a foreign woman, or merely on the fringe of the crowd but close enough to hear Paul’s message. AND OTHERS WITH THEM/a number of others

18:1-18 Paul Preaches at Corinth

(Corinth was as different from Athens as London is from Oxford. Being on the shortest route between Ephesus in Asia and Brindisi in Italy made it a great commercial centre. People from many countries came to Corinth drawn there by the chance to make money, and it had a bad reputation for lawless, immoral living. Names with Latin endings, associated with Corinth, such as Justus, Fortunatus Tertius, Achaiacus, Quartus, 18:7; Rom 16:22-23; 1 Cor 1:14; 16:15-17, remind us that after the Romans had destroyed Corinth and refounded it they gave it to Roman soldiers as a reward for loyal service to Rome. Paul’s time at Corinth resulted in a Christian congregation being in a house next door to the Jewish synagogue, and hated by those Jews who refused to go forward from the OT into Christ and the Gospel. This was a deep grief to Paul, Rom 9:1-3, and he did all he could to prevent it – e.g. the circumcising of Timothy 16:3, and taking a Jewish vow, 18:18.)

18:1-3 PAUL DEPARTED FROM/left ATHENS AND CAME/went TO CORINTH- He had proclaimed the Gospel, seen converts won to the Lord, and moved on leaving them in the Lord’s care to continue to witness to Him. Often we read of Paul being driven out from his work in a town, and the Lord ordered him to leave Jerusalem, 22:18. But at times the Lord left him (as He usually leaves us, as Spirit-guided sons, Rom 8:16) to choose the path that seems best. But when looking back we can see that the Lord’s hand was involved when all we knew was that we were doing what seemed to be our duty, the common sense thing, the hopeful thing etc. 

There he met A JEW NAMED AQUILA, BORN IN/native of PONTUS, LATELY/who had recently COME FROM ITALY WITH HIS WIFE PRISCILLA- As there is no mention of their conversion it seems they were already Christians. (perhaps through the witness of Jews who returned to Rome after being converted on the day of Pentecost, 2:10.) Aquila and Prisca/Priscilla = little Prisca, worked well for God in the early church. They helped Paul, and welcomed travellers into their home and taught them God’s truth, 18:18-26; Rom 16:3; 1 Cor 16:19; 2 Tim 4:19. As they are always mentioned together, with either one being named first it seems that they functioned together well as a “married unit” for Christ, as Christian couples should. 

BECAUSE CLAUDIUS HAD COMMANDED/ordered ALL the JEWS TO DEPART FROM/leave ROME- Many Jews settled in Rome, but because of their religion they never fitted in well. An earlier Emperor, Tiberius, had exiled 4000 to Sardinia hoping malaria etc would dispose of them. Claudius was Emperor AD 41-54. The Roman Suetonius wrote that he made this decree because of rioting among Jews caused by a man called Chrestus, but gives no date for this expulsion. As Chrestus is a possible Latin spelling of Christ it’s possible that this was a riot as at Thessalonica, etc raised by Jews objecting to the preaching of the Gospel. The expulsion of Christian Jews such as Aquila and Priscilla would be a good reason for Paul to provide the Christians there with systematic doctrinal teaching, and the Epistle to Romans seems to have been written from Corinth – Cenchrea, Rom 16:1, was a port for Corinth.

BECAUSE THEY WERE OF THE SAME CRAFT/he was a tentmaker as they were HE ABODE/stayed and worked WITH THEM- Meeting them gave Paul the chance to earn the money needed to support himself, and it provided him with the encouragement of Christian companionship. This enabled him to witness to his Lord and proclaim the Gospel at his own expense. He did this so that no-one could say that his preaching was done to make money for himself. 
God’s servants have the right to be supported by those to whom they minister God’s Word. But to earn their living by secular work can be God’s will as a proof of sincerity, not of lack of faith in God, I Cor 4:12; 9:1-19; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Th 2:9; 2 Th 3:6-8. 

18:4-6 HE REASONED IN THE SYNAGOGUE EVERY SABBATH- Had discussions with, reasoned strongly. Even if he wasn’t invited to speak, as in 13:15, being at the synagogue would give him the chance to enter into discussion with others there. Part of a marble lintel bearing the words “synagogue of the Jews” has been found among the ruins of Corinth. PERSUADED/trying to persuade THE JEWS AND THE GREEKS- Urging them to believe in Christ. His witness may have been limited at this stage. He seems to have been in poor health, 1 Cor 2:3, seriously worried about how the church at Thessalonica was standing up under the persecution, 1 Th 2:17-19, and perhaps weary with the hard physical labour. 

WHEN SILAS AND TIMOTHY WERE COME/came- 2 Cor 1:19; 1 Th 3:6. PAUL WAS PRESSED/devoted himself exclusively- Sunecho- To hold together, so to be pressed, or to give all one’s time and concern to. Cp Sunecho in 7:57; 18:8; 2 Cor 5:14; Phil 1:23. IN THE SPIRIT-Pneuma- Spirit. [RT] Pressure from the Holy Spirit, or that in his own spirit he felt the urgency. /to preaching- Logos- The Word. [Nes] This means the Gospel message, as in 4:29, 31; 6:2, 4; 8:4. The Spirit is the author of the Word, its Interpreter, Guide, Controller of God’s servants. Whether the pressure Paul felt came from the Spirit of God, or the Word of God, the effect was a deeper concern and sense of urgency - so he concentrated on the work God had given him.

TESTIFIED/testifying- Diamarturomai- Giving thorough witness, explaining carefully and clearly, etc. TO THE JEWS THAT JESUS WAS THE CHRIST- The Greek is literally the Christ (the Messiah, who Jews loved to hear about) is Jesus– The thing which they needed to learn. (Sound education starts with things that people already know and believe, and moves them towards the things they need to know and believe.) The devout Jews knew there would be a Messiah. That the Messiah was Jesus, was the Christian distinctive. The Lord hasn’t commanded us to attack people’s beliefs, but to proclaim Christ Himself, 1:8. At first Paul may have been content to open their minds by relaxed discussion of what the OT promises of Messiah could mean. But, like Paul - constrained by the love of Christ and knowledge of their need to accept and commit themselves to Jesus Christ - we must move on to challenge hearers to make their choice. Cp Peter John, 2:22-24, 38-40; 4:8-12, Stephen 7:51-53. Cp 2:40; 8:25; 20:21, 24; 23:11; 28:23. 
18:6-8 WHEN THEY/the Jews OPPOSED- Antitassomai- To oppose, set oneself in opposition to someone or something. It was their choice, not the fault of God or of His servant Paul. They had been given sufficient understanding of the Gospel realities and had set themselves against them. They would therefore have to accept responsibility for their attitudes and actions - eternally. The Christian is responsible to bring the Gospel to everyone as the opportunity is granted to him. And as we’re saved by God’s grace in the Gospel, we must, as His ambassadors, 2 Cor 5:19-20, present the Gospel lovingly and prayerfully in the love of God. But the point comes where each hearer is himself responsible for his choices, Ezek 33:5-9.

BLASPHEMED/became abusive- Blasphemeo To blaspheme God, or to speak abuse to people. When that is people’s response to the holy things of God and His Gospel they are acting like unclean dogs and swine, so the Lord’s words in Mt 7:6 are to be obeyed. Paul obeyed this when in response to his preaching that the Messiah was Jesus, they made insulting and abusive statements of what they saw Jesus as being. HE SHOOK- A symbolic action that showed he was breaking off all connection with the Christ-rejecting Jews. Cp 13:51 and the notes there. 

YOUR BLOOD.. YOUR OWN HEADS- What you are doing will bring death to you, and you’re to blame for that. Cp 5:28; 2 Sam 1:15-16; 1 Ki 2:33; Mt 27:25; Mk 6:11; Jn 3:16-21. I AM CLEAN/clear of my responsibility.. 

I WILL GO UNTO/to THE GENTILES- I will leave the synagogue and the Jews and continue to preach to those who are willing to listen, the Gentiles who you despise. 

Paul DEPARTED/left the synagogue and went next door to the HOUSE of Titus JUSTUS- His full name isn’t in many of the Mss, and he isn’t mentioned again unless he is the Gaius, host of Paul and of the church, in Rom 16:23. (Gaius Titius Justus would be a normal Roman full personal name.) As he had a Roman name he may have been from one of the original Roman families settled in Corinth. He and Stephanas may have been converted and baptised before the arrival of Silas and Timothy, and so were baptised by Paul himself, 1 Cor 1:14. 

CRISPUS.. CHIEF RULER.. SYNAGOGUE.. entire household believed in the Lord.. MANY.. CORINTHIANS HEARING/who heard him BELIEVED- Paul’s preaching the Gospel was the basis of the faith of these converts but it would have been reinforced by the testimony of Crispus. It’s good to remember that when faced with the challenge of the Gospel – repent and believe, or be baptised, or any other of the Lord’s commands - that our obedience and joy in it may well move others to join us in it. 

WERE BAPTISED- The verbs are in the imperfect tense so it probably means that there continued to be conversions and baptisms. We can praise the Lord for people being converted when they heard the Gospel for the first time, 16:14-15, but verses like this encourage persistent witness, as do Ps 126:5-6; Ecc 11:6; Mk 4:26-29; Gal 6:9 

18:9-11 One night THE LORD spoke TO PAUL in A VISION Do NOT be AFRAID, BUT keep on speaking- . Don’t worry about what will happen, go on preaching the Gospel and teaching God’s word, 1:8; 13:2; Mt 28:18-20, etc. Cp reassurance given in Ex 3:12; Deu 31:6; Josh 1:6, 9; Isa 40:10; 43:5; Jer 1:8, 19; Ezek 3:4-9, etc. The persecuting pressure that came to a head in 18:12 would have been building up, and Paul may have wondered if he must soon be driven out. The Lord intervened directly in Paul’s life to give him the guidance and strength that he would need to serve Him acceptably on several important occasions, 9:4-6, 10-16; 13:2; 22:18, 21; 23:11. And in Peter’s life 10:13, 15, 17; 11:7, 9, 12. This is recorded to teach us that our needs will also be met, whatever our needs and consciousness of need may be, 2 Cor 12:9.

FOR I AM WITH THEE/you, NO MAN SHALL SET ON/attack you TO HURT THEE/and harm you- This was God’s answer to Paul’s conscious weakness, 1 Cor 1:17. I HAVE MUCH/many PEOPLE IN THIS CITY- Whatever threats were being made Paul must continue to preach fearlessly - as God assures him that as a result of doing this many people in Corinth will be converted – the Lord foreknew them, was calling them, and was working in their lives, Rom 8:29-31. Cp Hos 1:8-9; 2:23; Rom 9:23-26; 11:1-2, 11, 26; 1 Cor 1:26-31; 6:6-11, etc. The Lord can be relied on to make it possible for His servants to do His will. The words carry a second meaning too. The Lord is able to over-rule the decisions of rulers whether they acknowledge Him or not, Prov 21:1. And He uses them as His agents to ensure that His eternal purposes of grace are accomplished. In that sense Gallio may have been one of the people the Lord was referring to. Cp Cyrus and the return of the exiled Jews, Ezra 1:1; Isa 44:28 and the reversal of Haman’s plans, Esth 6:1-5. 

HE CONTINUED THERE/So he stayed- Kathizo- To sit. He sat there securely – since he had obeyed the Lord and continued to preach, 13:2. A YEAR AND SIX MONTHS/a half- Successful work in other towns, except Athens, had been followed by his being driven out. Paul’s stay in Corinth enabled Gospel outreach into the surrounding province, Achaia, either by Paul and his team, or by converts, 2 Cor 1:19. A church was established in Corinth’s port, Cenchrea, Rom 16:1. But also the large numbers added to the church at Corinth and the unstable nature of many of them meant that the Lord provided for their needs by enabling Paul to stay to disciple and teach them, Mt 28:18-19. There’s little point in reaping if the grain isn’t gathered in securely. 

TEACHING THE WORD OF GOD- Cp 4:31; 15:35. Much of his teaching is referred to in the Epistles to the Corinthians. Greeks generally were eager to learn new teachings but the Greek tendency to philosophy and empty talk, meant that the obvious giftedness and enthusiasm in the Assembly was frittered away in foolish actions, divisions and arguments so that much teaching was needed, and Paul needed to continue teaching by writing letters to them. 

18:12-13 WHEN/While GALLIO WAS THE DEPUTY/proconsul OF ACHAIA- We know from an inscription found at Delphi that he was Governor of Achaia AD 51-52. Luke uses the correct title for him. Gallio was the brother of Seneca who had been the tutor of Nero, and had helped Nero to rule well at first. Gallio was a friend of Emperor Claudias, and admired as a fair-minded and calm man. 

JEWS MADE INSURRECTION/a united attack on PAUL.. BROUGHT HIM TO THE JUDGMENT SEAT/into court- As if he was a criminal, a law-breaker. A stone seat has been found in the market place which may have been the Governor’s Bema- Judgment seat (As in 2 Cor 5:10) but Bema is used of the court wherever it might sit. They got Gallio’s attention by raising a riot against Paul hoping to get him to remove Paul.
 

THIS FELLOW/man.. is persuading the people TO WORSHIP GOD in ways CONTRARY TO THE LAW- The Roman Law, as in 16:20; 17:7. The Roman Law decreed that it was illegal to form any new religious group. These Jews were saying that the Gospel Paul preached was contrary to the OT Law and religion, and therefore a new religion, and so not permitted under Roman law. (At Thessalonica the charge had been treason – preaching that Christ, not Caesar, was king.) 

18:14-16 WHEN/Just as PAUL WAS ABOUT TO OPEN HIS MOUTH/speak- Paul would have argued that the Gospel was true to the OT Law, the faith of his fathers, 24:14-15; 26:6-7, and the fulfilment of it, and so was approved by the Roman law. (When the Romans took over a country they permitted its religions to continue.) GALLIO SAID.. IF IT WERE A MATTER/complaint OF/about WRONG/misdemeanor Adikema– A crime, criminal offence. OR WICKED/serious- Poneros- Actively evil, bad in effect. From Ponos- Heavy. LEWDNESS/crime- Rhaidiourgema- The word is used only here in the NT, but like the related word in 13:10, meant a mean trick, a fraudulent action that had caused real damage to them. O JEWS, REASON it WOULD be reasonable for me to listen to YOU- It would be reasonable for me to hear you patiently as that is what my official position requires.

BUT IF IT BE A QUESTION/Since it involves questions ANOUT WORDS, AND NAMES, AND OF YOUR own LAW settle the matter yourselves- Since you are only arguing about words and names – Messiah, etc and that’s only of interest to you Jews.
 I WILL NOT BE A JUDGE OF SUCH MATTERS/things- Literally, “A judge of such things I am not willing to be.” Gallio was willing to judge actions which were criminal or fraud that had obviously harmed someone. But listening to Jews arguing about the interpretation of their religious scriptures wasn’t something he felt obliged to do and decide on. 

18:16-17So he ejected from the court- Caused soldiers to drive them out of the court. Although he gained protection against Jewish violence, for himself, the Gospel, and the Christians, Paul may have been disappointed that Gallio, who was a fine example of Roman learning and culture, had robbed himself of the chance to hear the Gospel - Paul had been chosen by God to share with such people, 9:15. 

ALL THE GREEKS- [Nes] following the oldest Mss omits “the Greeks.” Some Mss have the Jews beat Sosthenes. It makes sense that it was the local Greeks in the marketplace. As they often did scribes in copying made the meaning clearer as it now in the [RT]. TOOK/turned on SOSTHENES- A former colleague of Crispus, 18:8, or his successor. Sosthenes is a rare name, so he may have later turned to Christ and be the man mentioned in 1 Cor 1:1. BEAT HIM BEFORE/in front of THE JUDGMENT SEAT/court- Jews were often disliked, for various reasons. Cp 16:20-22. As leader of the delegation he may have tried to argue against Gallio’s verdict, or been slow to move off, and those with ill-will towards Jews would have enjoyed handling him roughly. Gallio’s words and attitudes showed them that they wouldn’t be punished for doing that.

BUT GALLIO CARED FOR NONE OF THOSE THINGS/showed no concern- Gallio wasn’t interested in helping them persecute Paul, or in protecting Sosthenes from being beaten. If a few Greeks showed their anger against one of these annoying people, the Jews, it might discourage Jewish aggressive quarrelsomeness. Luke records this as a matter of importance. That a friend of the Emperor, and Governor of an important Roman province, said that Jewish accusations against Paul and the Christian Gospel did not require Government action, other Governors and city rulers should do the same. Cp 19:35-41. It also suggests that Gallio wasn’t interested in the Gospel.

18:18-23 Corinth, Ephesus, Jerusalem & Antioch

 (Paul may have already been thinking of Rome, Rom 1:13, but it was wise for him to consolidate what had been gained before moving ahead. Renewed fellowship with Jerusalem and Antioch would help further progress. The great province of Asia under its capital Ephesus was now open to him for evangelizing, and churches established there would make a natural bridge between the churches established in the 1st and 2nd missionary journeys. There would then be a network of churches which could readily keep in touch for mutual encouragement in the Lord. Visiting the churches established previously would help build them up individually, and sharing with them news of the witness in other centres would strengthen this network of fellowship.) 

18:18-21 PAUL.. TARRIED THERE/stayed on in Corinth for some time.. Then he left the brothers- It made sense for him to continue working there, as the verdict of Gallio made it safe for him to do so. And boldness derived from it would help the Christian witness in Corinth. The safe season for sailing in the Eastern Mediterranean would set him free to travel again by sea. So he SAILED for SYRIA.. he SHAVED HIS HEAD/had his hair cut off- Keiro - Cut off with scissors. It’s used of a lamb being shorn in 8:32 and for a short term Nazirite vow, LXX Num 6:1-21. In 21:24 the word is Xurao- shaved, And in 1 Cor 11:6 Keiro is contrasted with Xurao – shaved. FOR HE HAD/because of A VOW Euche- The word is used only here, in 21:23, and in Jas 5:15 of the “prayer” of faith. The LXX uses Euche for a vow, (as in Num 6:1-21) an oath or a prayer. The vow in 21:24 was a temporary Nazirite vow, Num 6:18, but the Rabbis ruled that such vows could be kept only in Judea - as contact with Gentiles must be avoided. The hair was allowed to grow while the vow lasted, and then cut and offered to God to symbolise that the vow had been completed. 

   We’re not told the reason for Paul’s vow but it would have been a voluntary one, and may have been a vow of thanksgiving to God for the protection he had received that had allowed him to stay so long at Corinth. Paul’s action shows that he was still behaving as a good Jew – a Jew under the Law- 1 Cor 9:19-23; 10:23-33, when there was no reason not to.
 

HE CAME TO/They arrived at EPHESUS- Ephesus was a great commercial centre, a free city under its own government. There were many Jews living there as they had been given privileges there as early as BC44. where he left Priscilla and Aquila- Their witness and the contacts they made would be useful to Paul when he returned. Their home would make a good base for Paul’s preaching – a church met there later, 1 Cor 16:19. 

HE.. ENTERED/went INTO THE SYNAGOGUE, AND REASONED WITH THE JEWS. WHEN THEY DESIRED/asked HIM TO TARRY LONGER/to spend more TIME WITH THEM HE declined- The Jews were interested in discussing and arguing about the Messiah and his work but this time it was Paul who cut the discussion short.

But as he left he promised SAYING I MUST.. KEEP THIS FEAST IN JERUSALEM- Another example of his maintaining his Jewishness to win favour for the Gospel among Jews. Cp 20:6, 16; 21:26; 27:9. If the feast was the Passover, the season for safe sailing was closing. BUT I WILL RETURN/come back IF GOD WILL- If this is what God wants He will make it possible. Cp 1 Cor 4:19; 16:7; Jas 4:15. Paul was conscious of the importance of God’s will and doing what pleases Him, 2 Cor 5:9-10. Modern life gives many people a false sense of security. The uncertainties of life in NT times made even Pagans often say “If the gods will.” 

18:22 HE.. LANDED AT CAESAREA..  went UP AND SALUTED/greeted- The word is used of taking up or maintaining fellowship as in Rom 16:3-23; 1 Cor 16:9-20; Phil 4:22; Col 4:10-15; 1 Th 5:26; Titus 3:15; Phlm 23; Heb 13:24; 1 Pet 5:13; 2 Jn 13, 3 Jn 14. 

THE CHURCH- That this was the church at Jerusalem didn’t need to be stated. Going up is the usual word for pilgrims going to Jerusalem. His vow may have been to keep this feast at Jerusalem. Luke emphasises Paul’s persistent maintaining of fellowship with the Jerusalem church, 9:26; 11:29-30; 12:25; 15:2, 25-26.

WENT DOWN TO ANTIOCH- “Down” being the usual way of describing leaving Jerusalem, Visiting Antioch would renew fellowship and mutual encouragement in the Lord and in the Gospel. And it was the natural base from which to revisit the churches that had resulted from Paul’s first missionary journey. 

Appendix I The Missionary situation. As Gooding points out, in many countries today the Christian Gospel is viewed as alien to the national culture, not valuing it etc. They may say it’s a religious form of Western political and cultural imperialism which wants to dominate the world and transform it into the image and glory of the West. It’s true that some Christian missionaries have been too willing to shelter behind the political power of their nation. And too willing to imagine that the language, music, architecture etc Christianity has accumulated within their home culture was God-ordained, and ought to be imposed on converts and churches. It’s helpful to see that when Paul brought the Gospel to Europe it was resented and resisted as an Eastern religion, quite alien and inferior to the Roman culture of Philippi, or the intellectual culture of Greek philosophy at Athens. Jesus and the resurrection seemed ridiculous to them, 17:8; 1 Cor 1:23. Paul wasn’t bound to any culture, 1 Cor 9:19-22, nor was the Gospel he preached. The Gospel called on Jews and Gentiles of any culture to cease being self-centred and begin to be Christ-centred, and learn to allow themselves to be transformed to Christ-likeness within their environment and culture, 1 Cor 7:18-24; 2 Cor 3:17-18. God cares for individuals - every individual - so He provided for people as different as Lydia, the Jailer, Dionysius and Damarius, to meet Paul, and the Gospel, and as a result, to meet Christ. 

Appendix II Sonship & Spirit, Rom 8:14-16; 2 Cor 3:17-18. From 1:8 we know we should witness for our Lord, just as we know from Rom 13:5-6 we must pay income tax – we don’t need special guidance. Paul and Barnabas didn’t need special guidance in order to know they should revisit and encourage converts, 15:36, any more than a mother needs special guidance in order to feed her baby. And when they couldn’t agree to take Mark, they didn’t need special guidance in order to know that instead of wasting time trying to win the argument they were better to make two teams and cover separate parts of the first missionary journey. The Holy Spirit guided Paul and Silas, without over-ruling their sonship freedom and responsibility, Gal 4:28-5:1. This or that way was blocked so they went ahead until they reached Troas, were given a vision and chose to respond to it. The effect of the guidance God gives is that His servants grow in maturity and Christ-likeness while doing His work and will. In contrast to this is the guidance – a mixture of nonsense and twisted truth - Satan offers through his servants such as the fortune-telling slave-girl, which brings only irrational miserable slavery. 

E. Read.    14.12.04.
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May 1 Cor 15:58 be our experience, as Jude 24-25 is true.

� The first three commands were about food, as the great barrier between Jews and Gentiles was the fact that Gentiles ate food that Jews were forbidden to eat, so could not have meals with them. (Jews have their own butchers to make sure the meat they eat is “kosher” = approved by the Law.) These rules stated that Gentile Christians should avoid the uncleanness of idolatry so must not eat food offered to idols. They must not eat blood, or meat from animals strangled to death as that left the blood in the meat. The fourth rule was that they must not commit sexual immorality. Some Christians believe that the decision was like that in 6:1-8, a temporary requirement needed to ease the situation. Others believe that all Christians must obey it still. I have read that in England 200 years ago if a man’s wife died and he married a sister of his wife that was counted as a crime against the law of the land and a sin against God. This relied on 15:20, and the Jews interpreted Lev 18:18 to mean that such a marriage was forbidden sexual immorality- Porneia - as it was between “close relations.”





� Eating idol-meats and fornication are mentioned together in 1 Cor 10:7-8; Rev 2:14, 20. Paul always stressed the avoidance of idolatry and fornication,, but also the need to consider the consciences of other Believers, Rom 14:1-15:7; 1 Cor 8:7-13; 10:25-11:1. As the other rules are to do with ceremonial uncleanness and Porneia is used of marriage to close relatives in the LXX Lev 18, these would be included here. The Lord’s people, Jew or Gentile, are taught by the Spirit to live in loving fellowship, 2:42-47 etc that rules out sin and crime, Rom 12:9-21; 13:8-14, so moral laws against murder, stealing, lying etc didn’t need to be mentioned..





� Centralised church organisation and control is a human device which has short term benefits. But like the efficiency of centralised water supply, it makes the spread of infection easy if it becomes polluted. The old saying “all power corrupts” is true and if the man-made leadership falls into error, the whole movement can follow them in a few short years. If we look at History this is seen just as clearly in church government as it is in secular government. Great men may create positions of power, but greedy ambitious men covet them. Also where Governments are hostile to the Gospel it’s easy for them to control or close down the work and witness of a church which is under centralised control. When churches depend directly on the Lord they are able to “go underground” and continue to function. Governments find independent/Lord-dependent churches difficult to deal with - so in all countries they may offer incentives and benefits to those groups that will federate. Co-operation with Governments is required of us, as is prayer for them, Rom 13:1-7; 1 Tim 2:1-4; Titus 3:1-2. Our Lord’s words in Mt 22:16-21 remind us that there are things which are the Lord’s business, not the business of secular governments. If 1000 ordinary Believers, as elders of scattered small churches, accept the responsibility to seek the Lord for His guidance and enabling, that will glorify Him more than if a few Believers do so on behalf of a whole denomination, no matter how gifted and godly those few men may be. 





� This is generally true. When conflict arises between preachers it’s folly for them to keep apart and attack each other’s teachings. Often what each believes the other to be saying and meaning can be cleared up together in the presence of God. Cp Josh 22:1-33. That will never happen if they surround themselves by followers who say “Of course YOU are right. HE is wrong.” 





� We should be eager to hear of conversions, delighted to hear of the Gospel triumphing. But such claims need to be tested, as some have adopted the tactics of the business world, and what they say is no more accurate than other commercial advertising. God’s Gospel results in converts whose lives are being transformed into Christ-likeness. A shallow “Decide for Christ, and you will be happy, healed, become rich, Gospel” produces great numbers of empty professions, Mk 4:5-6, that may be repeated again and again. The “Keep the Law Gospel” may recruit people who want to live better lives, but see no need of Christ as the Saviour of sinners.





� According to their “gospel” Christ had improved the OT Covenant by giving Christians the ability to keep the Law properly. You may find similar teaching today called “Covenant Theology.” In fact God had abolished the Law-keeping old Covenant, and replaced it by the New Covenant of life in the Spirit. Slavery had been replaced by Sonship, as set out in the Epistle to the Galatians, 2 Cor 3, and Heb 8-10. 





� Purified by faith and justified by faith, 13:38-39; Gal 2:15-16, are the same truth, but a different emphasis. God spoke of this cleansing in 10:15, and demonstrated that it had happened by giving them His Spirit, 10:44. Cp 2:38; 3:19; 10:43; 13:38. 





� God had accepted the Gentiles without their circumcision or Law-keeping To demand that Gentiles be circumcised and keep the Law before they, as Jewish Christians, would accept them was defying God – saying that God had made a mistake and should copy their example! They were challenging God, and saying that they were holier than He was, more eager to defend His Law. He had cleansed the Gentiles, but they were not clean enough for the Pharisee Christian to accept them as brothers and sisters in Christ. 


To human minds, preaching the Gospel backed up by Law-keeping for salvation, may seem the sensible way to oppose any idea of “easy, non-demanding salvation by faith.” In fact it is an insult to God, and defying Him and inviting His Judgment. Note Jas 4:11-12.





� Some people are surprised that Peter should take this negative view of the Law, but the Rabbis who gloried in the Law were Pharisees, as Paul had been, Phil 3:5-6, and to a Pharisee scribe Law-teaching and Law-keeping was a full time job and they had no need to live among Gentiles, trade with them, etc. Peter had never been a Pharisee, and while his attempts to not eat anything unclean, had been successful, 10:14, many aspects of the Law, as the Pharisees applied it, had been as much a burden as the Lord had described in Mt 23:4; Lk 11:46. The Law had been too heavy a burden for Israel, and they had always needed to offer animal sacrifices to cover their sin. Animal sacrifices had been replaced by the one and only sacrifice of Christ, Jn 1:29, and God had replaced the Old covenant of Law with the New Covenant of Grace and the Spirit of God. So Law-keeping was now a pointless burden. God now removes the sin of Believers when they turn to Christ and trust Him, and gives us the Holy Spirit so we can live in fellowship with Him, Rom 8:1-16. Demanding that Gentiles be circumcised and obey the Law would add to their difficulties. And also distract their attention from Christ towards evaluating how well their lives compared with the Law, and with the lives of other Christians. This is the last time Peter is mentioned in Acts and it shows him working to hold the Jewish and Gentile Believers together within the one church in reliance on the Grace of God alone. This is what God had intended in sending him to Cornelius, 10:1-11:18, and it is a fitting conclusion to the record of his service in Acts. (Peter’s statement in 15:7-11 shows that he accepted Paul’s rebuke, Gal 2:14-16, and his comment on Paul, 2 Pet 3:16, is a delightful example of the work of God’s Spirit and grace in the lives of His servants.)





� The main fulfilment of Amos 9:11-12 will be when Christ, seated on His throne, re-establishes Israel as His people, and makes them a blessing to the Gentile nations. That would be a fuller restoration of Israel as it would be a national one, Rom 11:26-27, and a larger response among the Gentiles. God’s present inclusion of Gentiles in His church was in harmony with this future action and event. Scripture doesn’t dictate the way God will act. Rather God’s actions dictate the way we are to understand Scripture – we look at what God is doing and has done, and then find that Scripture agrees with it, 15:15. 





� The expression David’s TABERNACLE/Tent- Sukkah is used only in Amos 9:11. Commentators assume it means the same as the more common expressions the House- Bayith, of David, 1 Ki 12:19, 26; 13:2; Ps 122:5, Oikos Lk 1:27, 69; 2:4. Or Tent- Ohel- of David, Isa 16:5. These expressions are associated with the Kingdom built up by David and the people ruled by his descendants. But when Christ came the nation of Israel had already been rebuilt, and possessed much of the land, although none of David’s descendants had reigned – their kingship was still in ruins. The Temple was magnificent, not a ruin. And there is something odd about associating Sukkah with a King’s throne and kingdom - God must have had a reason for using that unexpected word. The first time Sukkah is used is in Gen 33:17 of the BOOTHS/shelters Jacob made for his cattle. It says he also built a house- Bayith for his family. The word- Sukkah seems to be used of a temporary shelter, providing partial protection, generally refreshing shade from the sun. (In contrast to the fuller, relatively permanent protection of a house.) It’s used in connection with the Feast of Tabernacles in Lev 23:34, 42, 43; Deu 16:13, 16; 31:10; 2 Chr 8:13; Ezra 3:4; Neh 8:14, 15, 16, 17; Zech 14:16, 18, 19. Of shelters for soldiers at war, 2 Sam 11:11 (and the tent that sheltered God’s Ark) 1 Ki 20:12, 16. Of other temporary shelters, Job 27:18; Isa 1:8; Jonah 4:5, and a lion’s lair Job 38:40. It’s used of darkness & thunderclouds indwelt by God, 2 Sam 22:12; Job 36:29; Ps 18:11. The use closest to Amos 9:11-12 is the place of shelter God promised to provide for those who trust Him. Ps 31:20; Isa 4:6. While David had been ruling king, and his “Son” Jesus Christ is Universal King, David had also been a shelter for Israel - protecting them from the Philistines and other enemies. James is saying that His descendent Jesus the Saviour was now a protecting shelter for believing Jews and believing Gentiles. But was this a temporary partial protection. It will become total and permanent when our bodies are redeemed, Rom 8:23. 





� The Hebrew [MT] text says that when God makes the Jews His people again they would possess the nations, in the sense that many Gentiles would share in that blessing - by becoming Jews. So two different versions of the one Scripture Amos 9:11-12, will be fulfilled, as set out in Rom 11:11-12. First the Gentile Greek LXX is fulfilled in the Church, set up when National Israel rejected their Messiah. Since then believing Gentiles are being blessed while remaining Gentiles, alongside believing Jews. Later the Hebrew [MT] text will be fulfilled when Christ returns, is received by penitent national Israel, Zech 13-14, etc and sets up His Kingdom, and nations come to Him at Jerusalem and are blessed. Under the Church age, and under the Kingdom, all who call on His name are assured of Salvation, 2:21; 9:14, 21. And they’re called by His name, Jas 2:7. 





� What he says here, and in Jas 1:5; 3:13-18, etc shows him to be a straightforward person with the practical, peaceable wisdom needed so that people with different beliefs, preferences and customs could go forward together in mutually helpful fellowship. What James had to say would be listened to readily as he was respected by the Jerusalem church as a whole, including the conservative Jewish Christians, 12:17; 21:18-24; Gal 2:12. According to Josephus he was also respected by the Jewish community as being a righteous man as judged by the Law of Moses. 


60 years ago I was one of a group of young men who were interested enough in the local Assembly to attend the annual Church Meeting and suggest several improvements. After some discussion an old Brother, (converted late in life who never preached, but had a similar gift to James) closed the session by saying, he thought our having a weekly special Bible teaching and singing session for younger Christians would be approved - as an elder had agreed to be with us. The idea of a ceiling ventilator would be looked at, etc. We went home delighted, and with a strengthened loyalty, for having been listened to.





� Don’t waste time arguing whether James was talking about requirements for salvation, or requirements for fellowship between Gentile Christians and Jewish Christians. Idolatry and Sexual immorality are a disgrace to any of God’s people, and cut them off from fellowship with God, and not eating blood would remove the greatest barrier between them and fellowship with Jewish Christians. This would lessen the danger of a division in the church. As Paul noted in Rom 14 and 1 Cor 9 intelligent Gentiles might view idols as ridiculous and feel free to eat meat offered to them, but Jews and some Gentiles had sensitive/weak consciences on the matter and shouldn’t be offended/stumbled. 


Just what constitutes idolatry today in a world where Mammon is “God,” is something which each of us must face God about. The principles laid down in God’s Word must be considered in every situation, and each of us is answerable to the Lord as to what we decide to do, but we must accept that different people, because of their different cultures and backgrounds, may honestly and sincerely make different decisions, Rom 14: 





� Some think “blood” here refers to murder, as refraining from blood can mean refraining from bloodshed, murder, as in Deu 21:7-8; 2 Sam 1:16; 2 Kg 9:7; Ps 5:6; 9:12; 26:9. But as it’s linked with things strangled, and all four are forms of spiritual uncleanness that’s not likely. And Gentiles generally already accepted in principle that moral sins like murder, stealing, lying etc should be avoided. Most people agree with that today – but are quick to find excuses for sinning.





� Half truths, and mixtures of truth and error, are the most dangerous lies. They must have been gifted, powerful preachers to convince Peter and Barnabas. It is common for teachers of error including legalists to claim authority from an authority figure, when in fact they were peddling doctrines of their own. I once had a S.D.A. booklet put in my letterbox entitled “Your friend the Adventist.” One chapter was on George Mueller and his care of orphans, and called him “an Adventist.” (Well he did believe in the Second Coming of Christ.)





� The peace wasn’t absolute or final, as those who insisted on Gentiles becoming Jews continued to campaign bitterly against Paul, and against a Gospel of pure Grace/Faith. They still demanded that God’s OT Covenant and Law must be maintained and enforced on all God’s people, but they couldn’t claim they were authorised to do so by the Apostles and Elders at Jerusalem. This anti-Paul faction finally dwindled to become the Ebionites who lived on as a pro-Christ group within Judaism. 





� Timothy was important in Paul’s mission, 17:14-15; 18:5; 19:22; 20:4. See also Rom 16:21; 1 Cor 4:17; 16:10; 2 Cor 1:19; Phil 1:1; 2:19; Col 1:1; 1 Th 1:1; 3:2-6; 2 Th 1:1, Phm 1. Two epistles were written to him which reveal something of the filial, spiritual relationship between Paul and his helper. 





� Life is often not “black and white,” there are situations where we must choose to do what we believe is God’s will – and allow others to choose differently as in 1 Cor 10:27. There are similar issues today where Believers may need to submit the preferences of their own conscience to those of the people they work among. To eat pork in Jewish or Moslem communities, to play cricket or dig the garden on the Lord’s day, or to wear brief western clothes in a community which would see that as shocking, etc, could rob no child of God of their salvation, but would be sinful if he wasn’t convinced it was God’s will for him, or if it hindered someone from responding to Christ and the Gospel, Rom 14:17-23. 





� That these decrees which ruled that Gentiles need not be circumcised is stated along with Timothy’s circumcision shows that the action wasn’t at odds with the ruling, and that Timothy was considered to be a disobedient Jew, not an exempt-from-circumcision Gentile. 





� Peter apparently evangelised there, 1 Pet 1:1. Fifty years later there were so many Christians in Bythinia that Pliny the Governor complained that the Temples were neglected, (and Roman tax take falling) to the degree that he had to take action against the Christians. 





� The Translator’s Handbook reminds us that as the Gospel is the witness to Jesus Christ empowered by the Spirit it’s appropriate to say the Spirit of Jesus at times. It also reminds us that although He has ascended to Glory, and with the Father sent the Spirit to carry on the work of God on earth, through the church, Jesus continues to be actively involved, 7:56; 9:5. 





� Troas had replaced the ancient city of Troy. It was a Roman colony and important seaport for travel and trade from Asia to Greece and Macedonia. A short sea trip to Neapolis, then the Egnatian way ran straight across Macedonia to the Adriatic sea, and another short sea trip to Brindisi, and on to Rome. 





� Romans established these Kolonia to help them keep local peoples under control, and as secure stopping places for the movement of Roman officials and forces. These cities were granted to retired soldiers as a reward for loyal service and the citizens were given the same honour, rights and privileges (exemption from taxes, etc) they would have enjoyed if living in Rome itself. They became “Miniature Rooms” free of local control, and as they had great privileges and advantages for being loyal to Rome they would be sure to report any local discontent or rebellion. 





� Euodia and Syntyche were women active in the church at Philippi. History records that Macedonian women were noted for their independence. Under Roman Law a freeborn woman with 3 children or a freedwoman with 4 children were granted privileges which included the right to conduct business on their own. 





� For prompt baptism see 2:41: 8:12;, 38; 9:18; 10:48;  11:14-16; 16:14-15, 31-34. For the baptising of households, see 11:14-16; 16:31:34; 18:8; 1 Cor 1:16. That the head of the house decided the religion of the whole household – his family and servants - can be seen as far back as the time of Abraham who was told to circumcise his male children and slaves, and so make them Jews, Gen 17:12-13. It seems that when the head of a household was converted to Christ he would expect his household join with him in acknowledging Christ. While circumcision made an infant boy a Jew, that doesn’t mean that Christian baptism can make babies Christians. The Scriptures don’t say that young children were baptised, but some Christians read it into the text. Others don’t. My reason for not assuming that young children were baptised as part of the household is that the equivalent of Jewish circumcision that Christ has provided to make us His people can’t be done by human hands, Col 2:10-13. So it is the Holy Spirit baptism, Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 12:13 that unites us with Christ in death and resurrection life, and that is symbolised in water baptism done by human hands. Jews had to be born, before they could be circumcised. Christians have to be born again by the Spirit of God, Jn 3:2-7 before it’s right to give them water baptism. 





� As with other religious superstitions explanations varied widely: The Greek god Apollo had killed a snake or dragon at Delphi, and gained the name Pythian Apollo. His priestess who spoke the oracles at Delphi was called the Pythia. Or the Pythian god was believed to be present at the oracle of Delphi embodied as a snake. Ancient writers said the “Python Priestess” at Delphi went into a trance and babbled in “tongues” and the Priest interpreted it as a message from the “gods,” Apollo, etc. Some used drugs to get into the babbling state. Other ancient writers said the fortune tellers were ventriloquists who convinced people that it was a god or spirit speaking through them as they themselves weren’t seen to be speaking. There always has been a great deal of fraud and trickery in “fortune telling,” and God’s people must keep clear of such things.





� God’s Messiah will one day restrain evil by ruling the world in power and glory. In the meantime the Church is His body on earth, and in the measure it has preached His Gospel the world has been transformed. Under its influence Roman citizens ceased to put out unwanted babies for collection with the rubbish, and the fact that Christian slaves and slave owners were brothers in Christ undermined slavery. Cp Philemon. In Victorian England Christians campaigned successfully against slavery and children having to climb chimneys or work in coal mines. And Christian factory owners built model factories and workers’ cottages. Ancient customs such as cannibalism and the burning of widows on the funeral pyre of their husbands faded out as the Gospel reached other cultures. 





� The Synagogue was where Jews met to hear God's Word read, pray, and sing praises to God. So synagogues were the centre of the religious and social life of the Jewish community. This enabled them to live as a special people for God in any place. Jews like to think that synagogues developed from the gathering described in Neh 8:1-18. God hadn’t commanded the setting up of synagogues, but God used and blessed them. (Similarly we didn’t need to have a specific command to establish Sunday Schools, or Bible Schools.) The Lord chose that we in the Church follow the Synagogue pattern, rather than the Tabernacle/Temple pattern.





� In fact obedience to rulers is part of Gospel teaching, Jn 18:36; Rom 13:1-7; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet 2:13-15, 20-23. Christians loyal to the Gospel proclaim that eternal salvation is provided in Christ alone. But even if followers of other religions treat us as enemies we are commanded to show only love to them, Mt 5:44-45; Lk 6:27-31; Rom 12:19-21. That refugees from all religions pour into Christian countries today rather than those of their own religion is a testimony to the influence of the Christian Gospel. That Christian countries are wealthy and pleasant to live in is largely the consequence of the liberating effect of the Gospel in the past, even where God and the Gospel are now disowned. 





� Apart from Luke’s desire to show that the Gospel won adherents from educated, upper class people – which would commend it to Theophilus and other readers - it would be upper class people who would have the greatest freedom to come and hear the Gospel, and the greatest ability to know that it was the answer to their seeking for truth and meaning in life, and the freedom to accept Christ.





� Epicureans were followers of Epicurus, 341-270 BC who taught that the experience of pleasure was the greatest good, highest goal, and fulfilment man could have. Not the brief gross animal pleasures of drunkenness, sexual promiscuity, etc but the refined pleasures of loyal, mutually caring friendship that shared enjoyment of pleasant surroundings, food, poetry, art and nature. They taught people to ignore the suffering, injustice and cruelty around them - and do nothing to help sufferers. They taught that any gods were impersonal beings who took no interest in people. So they despised all religion as being useless superstition. They taught that death ended existence, so people should not let any thought of judgment cloud their selfish enjoyment of life (for as long as possible) as there could be no other purpose in life.


Their teachings comforted them in selfish pleasant living. Their denial of being responsible to live ready to face their Creator after death had the same flaw as modern atheistic humanism has today. And that, has in our lifetime, produced Hitler, Stalin and Mao etc with their determination that they and their followers (as the fittest to survive) should crush “inferior” peoples ruthlessly. Godless materialism is no answer to the problem of evil, and results in the “lucky” powerful, successful people, exploiting others to entrench their own selfish pleasure.





� The Stoics taught that the human race was a unity, and that it was man’s duty to seek to live in harmony with “god” as seen in Nature. Man’s life, like “Nature” was to be ruled by reason. They taught that we should resist evil as it was rational to do so. But the failure or success of our efforts didn’t matter. Reason/Nature must always triumph, So we should not let ourselves be disturbed by emotions such as joy, regret, etc. The Stoics had a large following of intelligent people throughout the Roman Empire. They stressed duty, law, and virtue, by which a man became self-sufficient - freed from compulsion and emotion. Many people, including the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, lived morally superior lives because of accepting the stoic philosophy, and stoic ideas still influence the world today. When people say things like “there is a divine spark in everyone,” “taking things philosophically” “being a citizen of the world,” “the brotherhood of all mankind,” they are saying things which can be traced back to the teachings of the stoics. But their teaching gave no hope of deliverance from evil as they taught that everything that happened was an unbroken chain of cause and effect determined by what might be called “Nature/Fate.” 


People were to be their own “god” and live in god-like noble self-sufficiency indifferent to the pleasure or pain of life believing that the worst things in life, cruelty, injustice, agony etc were just as much for the good of humanity, and the whole universe, as the best things in life. The Christian Gospel agrees that all things work together for good, but this is a glorious good of personal fulfilment for the individual, and the fulfilment of God’s purpose, our being like Christ Himself. And that good was provided for us not by the involuntary suffering of the mass of humanity, but by the willed suffering for us of God the Son, our Creator, Rom 8:29-31.





� This was put crudely in the Babylonian account of the Flood which says that the gods had been starving until Utnapishtim – the Noah of their story – came out of the ark and offered his sacrifice, so “They gathered like flies to feed upon the sacrifice he offered!” In contrast to this the Lord’s words in Ps 50:1-15 make it clear that God didn’t need the animal sacrifices. They were “promises to pay” that covered man’s debt until Christ paid the total penalty of man’s sin, on the cross and provided free pardon to all, Isa 55:1. 





� If it’s a shock to see pagan writers quoted in much the same way as God’s Word is quoted, remember that being quoted in the Bible doesn’t mean that any secular writings are to be regarded as being God’s Word. But that God in His sovereign grace has chosen to give those who were groping after Him some insights which in fact were true. Cp quotes from non-Bible sources in 1 Cor 15:33; Titus 1:12; Jude 9, 14. (And the fact that the lying words of Satan, and of Job’s friends, are quoted in the book of Job doesn’t make them Bible Truths!)





� This is true also of the sacred relics, images or ikons of saints, the virgin Mary and of Jesus in Catholic and Orthodox churches. Intelligent people in those churches excuse them as being “aids to devotion,” in spite of the fact that in any sense that they are aids to devotion they are directing attention away from God who is Spirit, and Spiritually present among His people. 





� From Rom 1:18-32 we know that the original lapse into idolatry was a deliberate rejection of what people knew of God - and it placed those people under God’s Judgment. And their being left to suffer the perverse outworkings of idolatry in human lives was the present experience of Judgment. But those who had grown up under idolatry were not blamed for that, and that some individuals rose above the condemnation expressed in Rom 1 is stated in Rom 2. From the witness of Creation the Greeks, especially the Stoics, had developed a natural theology, that rose above idolatry. 





� We know that man is Jesus. Paul doesn’t give His name, as he is establishing the idea of certain judgment, not the person who is to be the judge. To introduce the person of Jesus at this point could hinder their acceptance of the truth Paul is presenting, and he could easily explain later who the man was. That God the Son lived human life, experienced its pressures as we do, sinlessly, fits Him to be the judge of humans. The fact that He yielded that life as an atoning sacrifice makes repentance worthwhile, and forgiveness possible. That God raised Him from the dead and exalted Him to His right hand shows that His work is completed. Everyone must now choose between receiving righteous salvation or righteous judgment, Heb 10:26-30.





� Pistis isn’t used elsewhere in the NT to mean proof, but it was used by Aristotle and Plato to mean proof – so it was appropriate to this audience as they would be familiar with its use. That a mere man should be worthy of being the universal judge is unthinkable. But this man is unique as He was raised from the died. Cp 10:41-43; Jn 5:25-29; 1 Th 1:10. 





� Some have criticised Paul for not attacking idolatry violently and for the smallness of the response, and say that he never preached a similar sermon again. But no more synagogue sermons are recorded either. Paul was like His Lord and Master, who earned criticism for choosing to be in the presence of sinners without protesting against their sin, but that led to people being saved, Mt 9:9-13; Lk 7:38-48; 15:2-6; 19:5-9. Paul was commissioned as a witness, and eagerly witnessed to his Lord - beginning with what people knew and were interested in. In Synagogues he began with the O.T. But he witnessed in a wide variety of places apart from synagogues as in 13:5-12; 14:13-18; 16:13, 25-34; 17:17; 19:9; 20:7-12; 21:40-22:21; 22:30-23:10; 24:10-25; 26:1-28; 27:21-26. In each case he spoke in the way that gave the best hope of wining a hearing for the Gospel, and he did that fearlessly and faithfully whether the result was likely to be positive or negative. 


At Athens he began with Creation, human history, and search for truth. On these he built step by step so that they could as easily as possible follow him, and come face to face with Christ Crucified and Risen. As they reached this point of decision, they either received or rejected Christ. To bring people to that point of meeting Christ and responding to Him, is still our goal. That the success was limited is no reason to criticise Paul or reject the method. There is no reason to think that a Bible-based sermon would have done better here. No response to his usual synagogue style witness at Athens is recorded. 





� Luke and Paul mention a number of women as playing an important role in God’s work, Dorcas, Lydia, Philip’s daughters, Chloe, Euodias and Syntyche, Persis, etc. But it’s unusual in the NT for a wife and husband to be given equal prominence, so she seems to have been a gifted woman. The freedom of movement and trade in the Roman Empire which helped the rapid spread of the Gospel is seen by the fact that Aquila came from Pontus on the Black Sea coast in the north of what is now Turkey, moved to Rome, then Corinth, Ephesus, and back to Rome, and then Ephesus, 18:2, 18-26; 1 Cor 16:19; Rom 16:3-4; 2 Tim 4:19. 





� It was Jewish custom to teach their sons a trade. Many Rabbis such as Gamaliel III said that teaching God’s Law as a means of earning a living dishonoured the Law, so one should support oneself by a trade. Greeks despised manual work, and were proud of not working if they could make a living out of lecturing. This could be why some Corinthians despised Paul and what he taught. 





� Paul had begun to witness as soon as he arrived in Corinth, but when his helpers arrived he felt more strongly the urge to challenge the synagogue congregation to decide for Christ. Fellowship encourages us all, and makes us bolder for Christ. In this case Paul would be encouraged by good news from Thessalonica, 1 Th 3:6-10. They brought a gift of money from Philippi  2 Cor 11:8-9; Phil 4:15-16. This, and the help in tent-making his friends could give would set him free from constant, exhausting, physical work.





� Of these Paul baptised Crispus and his household, and a few others, 1 Cor 1:14-16, but generally he had others do the baptising so as to make it clear that he wasn’t making converts to himself. And that baptism was in relation to the Lord - the person doing the baptising was a matter of indifference. I have heard that today in some countries where people believe that the “priest” has special powers the baptising is done by the most recently converted man. This demonstrates that it is the Lord who is all-important. 





� As Jews hated the Romans violently it may seem odd that they tried to use the Roman Governor to defeat Paul and the Christian Gospel. But hatred isn’t rational, and has no conscience about taking any action that might destroy that which it hates most. Cp Jn 19:14-15. That God’s OT people should appeal to the godless representative of the Roman Emperor (who claimed to be God) to try to get Christ and the Gospel banned was a shame and disgrace. It is an even greater disgrace that people who call themselves Christians have persecuted Jews, and persecuted other Christians that they have considered to be heretics, or rivals. And today, when Christians say bitter things about other Christians the world finds it easy to laugh at Christ and the Gospel. I was told long ago “When groups are separated the closer they are in beliefs and practice, the easier it is for them to hate each other." As Christians, Jews and Moslems all claim that there is one God means that the way they treat each other makes it easier or harder for the rest of the world to believe in God. But more personally we must ask ourselves “Has everything I have said about other Bible-believing groups, or even about other Believers and Assemblies, manifested the love of God in Christ? I find it so easy to despise the Jews in this verse. Instead let us be chastened by re-reading our Lord’s words, Jn 8:7; 17:20-22; Rom 2:1; 14:3-13. 





� As Gallio saw it, it was a petty squabble, typical of Jews and their religion. He knew about such things and cared less. And he would be sceptical of their professions of outraged loyalty to Caesar. The Romans allowed minority groups to be controlled by the leaders of their community and it suited them to allow Jews to be controlled by the Sanhedrin, 9:1-4, or local synagogue elders. (They were allowed to give disciplinary beatings to trouble-makers, Deu 25:3. Paul in being a Jew to the Jews; 1 Cor 9:2-22, accepted synagogue beatings, 2 Cor 11:24, as if he refused he would have lost the right to attend and take part in synagogue worship.) 





� Paul’s vow is a problem to those who think in terms of systematic theology and expect those committed to any doctrine should do nothing to weaken that doctrine. They insist that in view of chapter 15, etc Paul wouldn’t, or shouldn’t do such a thing. But Paul’s godliness had been purged from Pharisee-ism – and that included the Pharisee -ism of doing nothing Pharisees did, even if it was a good thing! He acted out of love for Christ and love  for all who believed in Christ. He insisted that Jewish Christians were free to honour the Lord by Law-keeping, Rom 14:1-15:7 but not to impose the Law on others. Those who wanted to always confront Judaism might have been ashamed of this action of Paul’s, and of his circumcising Timothy. But that  wouldn’t have grieved him if the action helped win from Jews a hearing for the gospel.
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