An ATTEMPT at

              Listening to the Lord

                                In

ACTS 

 (Christ Builds His Church 

· By Including Gentiles)

I believe the best way to hear what God has to say to us is to read and re-read Scripture for ourselves. Whatever further ideas we gain by reading what others have written can then be checked against this. I’ve not printed the full text of Acts so that you will need to read from your own Bible as you make use of this booklet. May God in His Grace give you joy in your studies as He has in mine.
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INTRODUCTION.

The Problems caused by Success

(a) In 13:2 the Holy Spirit had launched Paul and Barnabas into spreading the Gospel among Gentiles in the Greek-speaking area north-west of Antioch. The three years Paul spent in Ephesus completed this witness with such success that idolatry was seriously challenged. A fall in profits from those who served idolatry stirred up a riot against Paul, and the Gospel. Such attempts to remove the Church and the challenge of the Gospel continued for 250 years.

Paul realised that he had completed his work in that area and set his face towards Jerusalem and Rome, 19:21; Rom 15:23-28. He was convinced that he must crown his work by strengthening the bond between Jewish and Gentile Christians. He would make a final visit to the flourishing Gentile churches and demonstrate what God has done by taking to Jerusalem Godly Gentiles representing their churches and bringing generous financial help from them, Gal 2:10.

(b) They were welcomed, but the Jerusalem Elders had a serious problem. The success of their evangelising in the sphere God had given them, Gal 2:7-9, meant that there were many thousands of Christian Jews, And these were worried that the success of the Gospel Paul preached would weaken the devotion to the Law, and the Temple, of Jewish Christians in Gentile churches. This problem was eased by the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple about 20 years later. In a sense the problem is still with us – many Christians still insist that the Gospel be interpreted within the framework of the OT Law-covenant - that by baptising babies they can be brought into a “covenant” with God that makes them His children. That Christians must “keep the Commandments” of Moses, (instead of obeying Mt 28:18-20; Rom 8:1-16; 2 Cor 3:15-18; 5:4-10; Gal 5:13-25; Phil 2:2-16; Heb 12:2-4.) or the rules of their Church, etc. Or follow certain forms (say certain words, do certain things) to make their worship or witness acceptable to God.

Hatred of Paul continued among the Jews for centuries, and some Jews who called themselves Christians rejected the Gospel God had made clear through Paul in Romans, Galatians, etc. These “Ebionites” taught that Jesus was only a great prophet who helped people keep the old Covenant. Later Satan used them to pass this idea on to Mohammed, and so raised up Islam as a bitter enemy to the Gospel. That Paul’s conversion was important to the Gospel of the Grace of God may be the reason for the story of his conversion being told time and time again in the rest of Acts.

The Importance of Ephesus

The Romans conquered Ephesus in BC 130, and called its province “Asia” as it was the first part of Asia added to their Empire. At Ephesus was one of “7 Wonders of the World,” a Temple to Artemis/Diana. Ephesus was also famous for books used in trying to work magic. People often spoke of the magnificence of Ephesus, its Temple, wealth, etc. In contrast to these earthly glories Paul’s letter to the Ephesians describes the glories of the Lord, and of His purposes and provision for His Bride, the Church. The Roman Governor of Asia lived in Ephesus and he was one of the most important officials in the Roman Empire. There was a constant movement of officials and traders through Ephesus. So, like Antioch and Rome, it was an ideal centre from which the Gospel could be spread. And the great Temple of Artemis drew a constant stream of pilgrims and worshippers, who if disillusioned with the power of her priests and the workers of magic, might be open to conversion to the greater power of the Gospel. 
18:23-19:42 Paul (& Apollos) in Ephesus

(As with earlier visits to Philippi, Athens, and Corinth Luke gives vivid pictures. The conversion of John’s disciples demonstrates that only those who confess Christ and receive the Spirit are Christians. The incident of Sceva’s sons shows that the power of Christ Jesus is available only to His obedient servants. Miracles of God’s healing are contrasted with the powerlessness of magic spells as Believers burn magic scrolls they had spent a fortune on. But the greatest testimony to God’s servant Paul, and the Gospel he had preached, is the confession of Demetrius the silversmith. These events were recorded as important to the history of the church, so it’s good for us to look to the Lord to seek to learn from Him what He has to say in them.)

18:23-19:10 John Baptist’s Disciples at Ephesus

Apollos was making excellent use  of what he had learned from John. (Repent and be baptised to be ready for the Messiah who would baptise people with the Spirit or they would be baptised in fiery judgment. Mt 3:1-12. And that He was the Lamb of God who by dying, would take away the sin of the world, Jn 1:29.) Apollos had stopped in the pre-Pentecost stage of faith in Christ, but he was eagerly expounding the OT promises about Christ. If the Jews could be convinced of those things it was only a short step to the Gospel, and saving faith in Christ, forgiveness of sins, and receiving the Holy Spirit. 

Twelve Disciples of John and Paul. This teaches that the fulfilment of the OT prophecies, and the ministry of John, is the Church which Christ is building by the work of the Holy Spirit. To try to stay with John Baptist is a dead end as he himself said, Jn 3:26-36. From Paul’s experience with the 12 we might think that hands must be laid on people like Apollos and they must visibly receive the Spirit before they could be given Christian baptism.
 But Apollos was already stirred up by the Spirit to preach what he knew, and all he needed was to be taught the Gospel, to believe and receive the fullness of its blessings, and preach more effectively. Luke simply records facts, and the fact is that conversion, commitment to Christ, being guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit, being baptised in water, etc were not controlled by a set of church rules and customs. There was a spontaneity, reality and freedom in God’s dealing with people, and freedom for His servants to handle people in different ways in obedience to the principles of Scripture and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Not a mechanical routine legalistically enforced.)

18:23 AFTER HE HAD SPENT/spending SOME TIME THERE/in Antioch– It was Paul’s “home church and mission base,” 11:25-30; 13:1-3; 14:26-28; 15:30-35. Paul DEPARTED/set out.. WENT OVER ALL/travelled.. throughout THE COUNTRY/region OF GALATIA AND PHRYGIA IN ORDER- The wording suggests that he visited them one by one. And that he viewed each as unique, important, loved, and was eager to see how the Lord had been working in them. It wasn’t just a routine supervisory visit to check how well they were performing up to the “pleasing to Paul” standards he had set.

STRENGTHENING ALL THE DISCIPLES- Christians are called disciples 28 times in Acts – they had been evangelised, discipled, baptised, and were being taught, as the Lord had commanded in 1:8; Mt 28:18-20. The word disciples reminds us that the visible learning relationship between believers and the Lord in the Gospels continued invisibly. In His Epistles Paul calls the believers Saints, emphasising that all we are and have, and the life we are to live, is the outworking of the grace of God in setting us apart for Himself. Cp 2 Pet 1:1-11 which emphasises what we’re responsible to do as disciples, and Gal 5:22-24, which emphasises that the transformed life is the outworking of the Holy Spirit in us.

18:24-25 a JEW NAMED APOLLOS.. of ALEXANDRIA- When Alexander the Great founded the city he encouraged Jews to settle there by giving them privileges. The LXX OT was translated from Hebrew into Greek at Alexandria for the local Greek speaking Jews, and for others throughout the Roman Empire. Nothing is said in Acts about the Gospel going to Alexandria or churches being founded there, although Jews from Egypt are mentioned in 2:10. Even if some of these were converted at that time, their witness may have spread only slowly among the many thousands of Jews in Alexandria, so that men like Apollos had not grasped the Gospel of the Risen Christ.

ELOQUENT/a learned MAN AND MIGHTY IN/with a thorough knowledge of THE SCRIPTURES CAME TO EPHESUS- He had a good understanding of OT Scriptures, especially the promises of the coming Messiah. This made him a valuable preacher. THIS MAN WAS/He had been INSTRUCTED IN THE WAY OF THE LORD- As John had preached it in Mt 3:3. FERVENT IN THE SPIRIT/spoke with great fervour- As he knew only what John Baptist taught it seems that it was his own spirit that was fervent. Cp Rom 12:11, where fervent is the opposite of being lazy. TAUGHT DILIGENTLY THE THINGS OF THE LORD/about Jesus accurately- Some Mss have Jesus, some have Lord, but the Lord Jesus is meant. He had absorbed John’s teaching, repented and been baptised by John, and enthusiastically proclaimed the coming of Jesus the Messiah. 

KNOWING/though he knew ONLY THE BAPTISM OF JOHN- He had been baptised in water, by John, as a confession of repentance. It seems that all he knew of the Lord Jesus was from those with contact with Jesus Christ before Pentecost, not after it. He was a strong and useful product of John’s work, confident of the need of repentance and of the coming of Messiah and presumably that Jesus was that Messiah. But apparently not yet clearly understanding the nature of Salvation in Christ crucified-risen-ascended.

18:26-28 HE BEGAN TO SPEAK BOLDLY IN THE SYNAGOGUE- He spoke plainly, fully and confidently WHEN AQUILA.. PRISCILLA HEARD him- They would have been impressed by his preaching, and that he wasn’t preaching essential parts of the Christian Gospel. THEY TOOK HIM UNTO THEM/invited him to their home AND EXPOUNDED UNTO/to HIM THE WAY OF GOD MORE PERFECTLY/adequately- It’s a joy to meet people who are enthusiastically walking with the Lord and obeying what they know of His truth. And to be able to share with them further truths from God’s word which in His grace He has given to us.
 It’s those with an honest and good heart who gain the greatest blessing from God’s Word, Lk 8:15, and that requires us to be humble and teachable. Apollos must have known that he was a powerful and popular preacher, but he was willing to be taught by tent-makers who seem to have less gift than he himself had. Not like Naaman whose pride almost robbed him of blessing. 

WHEN HE/Apollos wanted to go to ACHAIA- For whatever reason. THE BRETHREN/brothers.. WROTE.. TO RECEIVE/welcome HIM- They saw his having fellowship with the local Believers as being essential for mutual benefit. A letter commending him would enable prompt full fellowship. Such letters were often used. Cp Rom 16:1; 2 Cor 3:1. 

HE.. HELPED/was a great help to THEM/those.. who by grace HAD BELIEVED- The verb has the force of believed and kept on believing. Luke doesn’t set out the doctrine of grace as clearly and systematically as Paul does, but he leaves no doubt that it’s only by the grace of God that people come to salvation/saving life in Christ, and continue in it. Salvation is by God’s Grace, and the believer’s responsive faith, not in any sense a result of human initiative yet it calls for us to respond wholeheartedly.

FOR HE MIGHTILY CONVINCED/vigorously refuted THE JEWS.. PUBLICLY/in public debate- As Stephen had done, but without the same tragic consequences. Cp 20:20. SHOWING/proving FROM THE SCRIPTURES THAT JESUS WAS THE CHRIST- This is the background for Paul’s favourable comments in 1 Cor 3:4-9; 16:12. Most Jews believed that the OT said Messiah must come (Sadducees couldn’t care less.) Apollos took up the statements of the OT prophecies and proved they had been fulfilled in Jesus, in a thoroughly competent way. He publicly proved that the Christ rejecting Jews were wrong in rejecting Christ. 

19:1-3 WHILE APOLLOS WAS AT CORINTH, PAUL took the road through the interior- The road further north than the direct route from Phrygia through Laodicea and Colossae – note Col 2:1. CAME TO/and arrived at EPHESUS.. FINDING/found some DISCIPLES THERE- Disciples often means disciples of Jesus, but these were disciples of John, Mt 9:14, who hadn’t taken in John’s teaching about Jesus baptising people with the Holy Spirit. They knew nothing of Jesus except as He had lived before the Cross. 

HAVE/Did YOU RECEIVED THE HOLY Spirit SINCE/when you BELIEVED- When you became Believers. The KJV is seriously misleading. The Greek tenses used make it clear that what is being described is a definite gift received at a definite moment, not something vague or gradual. We may meet people who are said to be Christians, but like Paul we need to ask questions to find out what relationship they have with Christ. The giving and receiving of the Holy Spirit followed the glorifying of the Lord Jesus by His resurrection and ascension back to Glory, Jn 7:39. Those who haven’t received the Spirit do not belong to Christ, Jn 3:2-8; Rom 8: 9; 1 Cor 12:13, although ignorance of Scripture may mean that some believers are unsure that they have.

THEY SAID/answered.. WE HAVE NOT even HEARD there is a HOLY Spirit- John had spoken of Jesus as the One who would baptise with the Holy Spirit, but their contact with John may have been brief, perhaps during their visit to Jerusalem to keep one of the Feasts. Cp Jn 7:39. HE/Paul asked what baptism did you receive- Not talking about the method of baptism, but what they had in mind when they were baptised - what did it mean to them? Literally, into what therefore were you baptised. UNTO- Eis- into JOHN’S BAPTISM- The baptism which John spoke of and gave to people. They had become John’s disciples by being baptised by John in obedience to him. 

19:4-5 PAUL said, John’s baptism was a BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE- John said people must repent, give up sinful ways of living so that they would be ready for God’s King and Kingdom soon to come. Those who said they repented he baptised as a symbol of their desire to live a new life and be in God’s Kingdom – and he said bluntly that pretending was no use, Mt 3:7-10. John’s baptism was a profession of faith that Christ would come to Israel. It wasn’t a personal response to the person of Christ, offered in the Gospel on the basis of His redeeming work. 

SAYING UNTO/he told THE PEOPLE.- The people of Israel. Jews generally thought they didn’t need to repent and be baptised – it was Gentiles who needed to do that. THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE in the one  coming AFTER HIM. THAT IS, ON/in- Eis- into, into a relationship with CHRIST/in JESUS- Cp Rom 6:3; 1 Cor 1:13; 10:2; 12:13; Gal 3:27. John had taught that his baptism was only a first step towards God's Kingdom. It committed people to believe in the One who God was sending, who would soon come to Israel. John still had disciples in places as far away as Alexandria, 18:24, and Ephesus, 20 years after his death. That witnesses to what the Gospels say of his importance in the religious life of Jews, in preparing them for the Lord Jesus. Mk 1:4-5; Jn 3:23-30. Repentance is essential, but not in itself the source of life in Christ. 

    Down through the ages many have set out to “follow Jesus,” be Jesus people, trying to build their lives on the Sermon on the Mount, the Golden Rule, or by living in constant repentant self-denial. But without faith in Christ, the trusting of oneself to Christ as Saviour and Lord, there is no indwelling, transforming Spirit, 20:21; Rom 8:1-16. Paul insisted on their being baptised when they had made their commitment to Christ and the Gospel to make it clear that no one was a Christian who had not received Christ. This story was recorded for the benefit of all such people, and for those who may meet them and deal with them.

WHEN THEY HEARD/On hearing THIS- The brief account doesn’t say how much of the Gospel Paul presented to them, but it was enough for them to respond in faith, and be BAPTISED IN/into- Eis. THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS- As in 2:38. Their earlier baptism had acknowledged that they were John Baptist’s people. This acknowledged that they were now the born again people of the Lord Jesus. 

19:6-7 WHEN PAUL LAID/placed HIS HANDS on THEM, THE HOLY Spirit CAME on THEM, AND THEY SPAKE WITH TONGUES AND PROPHESIED- This demonstrated that the Holy Spirit came on this group of people after they had heard the Gospel, believed, and had an Apostle’s hands laid on them. As at Samaria, 8:17, this joined the Samaritans into the Christian community – the church. So here this bound them into the church that was forming in Ephesus as a result of Paul’s Gospel preaching. 

19:8-9 HE/Paul WENT INTO/entered THE SYNAGOGUE.. spoke BOLDLY- As in 9:27. Discussing, arguing, making the issues clear. FOR.. THREE MONTHS- This fits well with the interest they had shown in 18:20. DISPUTING/arguing- Dialegomai- as in 17:2, 17; 18:4, 19. The Gospel message is to be presented rationally, and reasoned over boldly, frankly, knowing that those who are willing to listen to the logic of what God has to say can become persuaded of the truth of it. And, of course, that God Himself by His Spirit is working in their minds so that they can grasp the living spiritual kernel of what is said, not merely the dead husk of the form of words. 

PERSUADING/arguing persuasively THE THINGS CONCERNING/about THE KINGDOM OF GOD- Trying to persuade them that what he was saying about the kingdom of God was true. Giving them the Gospel, and trying to persuade them to commit themselves to Christ. Paul’s earlier visit had aroused interest - the preaching by Apollos had increased their interest and understanding. Now Paul was able to set out systematically the relationships between the visible Kingdom of God as seen in OT Israel, and the invisible kingdom of God – the church, the Body and Bride of Christ – which had been set up when Israel had refused her Messiah. God had abandoned the OT Covenant of Law-obedience and it was an empty shell, Heb 8:13, so Paul challenged the Jews to abandon it and move forward with God into His New Covenant of the Spirit-enabled Life in Christ. Cp 20:27, 32; Eph 1:22-23; 3:1-12; 4:4-16; 5:23-32. 

WERE HARDENED/became obstinate- It describes a stubborn resistance to God’s truth, as in Rom 2:5; 9:18; Heb 3:8, 13; 4:7. In 13:48 the response of faith in Christ is attributed to God’s fore-ordaining, here their rejection of the Gospel is said to be the result of their deliberate stiffening their opposition. Cp Pharaoh’s reaction in Ex 4:21; 7:3; 8:19, and the Israelites’ reaction in turning from the Lord in Deu 2:30; 10:16; Jer 7:26; 19:15. They grew hard, were hardened, hardened themselves, 14:2; Rom 9:18. Those who persist in resisting God’s Word and God’s Spirit harden hearts and minds so that repentance and life become impossible, Heb 4:7. AND BELIEVED NOT/they refused to believe- Apeitheo- Actively refused to believe, see 14:2. 

SPAKE EVIL OF/publicly maligned- Blasphemeo. The word is used of speaking against the most sacred relationships – to parents and to God, Ex 21:17; Prov 20:20; Mt 15:4; 1 Sam 3:13. the Way- Christ is the Way Jn 14:6, proclaimed in the Gospel. The way God had provided for people to become His people and live in obedient fellowship with Him. Apparently they couldn’t get sufficient support to have Paul expelled, but their blasphemous reaction to the Gospel truths about Christ meant that Paul withdrew rather than have the public disgrace of abusive argument about God’s Word, God’s son, and God’s Gospel. 

HE DEPARTED FROM/So Paul left THEM- They could not walk together, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. SEPARATED/He took THE DISCIPLES, with him DISPUTING/and had discussions- Dialegoma. DAILY IN THE SCHOOL/lecture hall- Schole– Leisure, and then a favourite Greek way of using leisure time - discussion, listening to lectures, etc, and so in that sense “school.” OF- .Owned by, used by, or named after, someone named TYRANNUS. Some Mss add from 11 Am. to 4.p.m This may be true without being in the original text as the custom at the time was for people to complete their public life by 11a.m, have their noon meal, and then rest. If Tyrannus was the name of the lecturer, he may well have used the room in the more popular morning period which ended at 11 a.m. And then Paul could have used it after working to earn his living until 11a.m. 

19:10 for TWO YEARS,
 SO THAT ALL the Jews and Greeks WHO DWELT/lived IN the province of ASIA HEARD THE WORD OF THE LORD JESUS- The Word is a name for the Gospel, as in 4:4, 31; 6:2, 7; 8:4, 14, 25; 11:1; 12:24; 13:5; 15:7, 36; 16:32; 18:11. It reminds us that God’s way of salvation is given us in words, a message that we are to pass on in words to others, 1:8. Something of Christ and of the Gospel became widely known and discussed throughout the province of Asia. This gives a positive summary, focussing on the God-honouring effect of Paul’s lengthy stay. 1 Cor 16:9, speaks of this and of the opposition it stirred up. 

19:11-20 The Power of Christ - Paul & The Seven Sons of Sceva

(God supported the Gospel message by enabling special miracles to be worked in association with Paul. As a result the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and Paul who preached Him, became well known and would-be miracle workers tried to use this new power. As at Philippi, 16:18 God didn’t allow Satan’s agents to pretend to be linked with His servants. He demonstrated that it isn’t safe to try to use Christ for selfish purposes such as to work Miracles. These men (like Simon, 8:13-23) thought Paul was doing the same kind of thing they were doing, using magic spiritual power, to work miracles. And they tried to use that power by using the words Paul used. The story makes quite clear that whatever was done in the name of Jesus really was done in fellowship with Him. It wasn’t the use of His name as a magical incantation. Ephesus was famous for the magic scrolls it sold. Their uselessness was shown by the believers turning from Magic arts and burning the spells as a confession that they had placed their faith in a greater power – Christ crucified and risen.)

19:11-12 GOD WROUGHT/did SPECIAL/extraordinary MIRACLES- Mighty works of power as in 2:22; 4:33; 6:8; 8:13 showed God’s involvement in the Gospel witness. They weren’t ordinary events, or in the borderline area of faith-healing, exorcism etc. They were clearly acts that only God could do, and Paul was His agent in this. God granted miracles to demonstrate that the Apostles were His messengers, and that He approved the message they preached, Heb 2:3-4.
 BY THE HANDS OF/through PAUL- This may be merely the Jewish way of saying through Paul, but it may emphasise that contact with Paul was the agent of the miracle. 

SO HANDKERCHIEFS OR/and APRONS that had touched him were taken to the sick- These seem to be pieces of cloth worn around the head to stop sweat running down into eyes, and workmen’s aprons. Very ordinary things worn by Paul as he worked to earn his living so he could preach Christ after his work was done. Sick people might expect the healer to make a great show and touch them so that healing power would flow from him and heal them, as Naaman did, 2 Ki 5:11. The greatness of God’s power and the strength of people’s faith was displayed more clearly when there was no direct contact, Mt 8:6-10; 9:20-22; Jn 11:43; Acts 5:15. In a city famous for its magic, this demonstrated the superiority of Christ and His Gospel preached by Paul. 
THE DISEASES/their illnesses DEPARTED FROM THEM/were cured- These were genuine healings. If they believed special power was resident in Paul’s body (as the Holy Spirit was) so that things which had touched his body would bring healing, God in grace stooped to meet the expectations of superstitious but sincere people. He did this with the woman who believed she would be healed if she could touch the Lord’s garment, but He said it was her faith, not her touching, that brought the healing. The healing was the result of their faith, rather than contact with the sweat rags or aprons. 
19:13-16 CERTAIN VAGABOND/Some JEWS who went around EXORCISTS/driving out evil spirits-  Exorkistes- Exorcists. This is the only time the word is used in the NT. It’s from Horkizo- “I adjure thee…” Because Jews had a different God and different religious practices people generally felt they might have special powers. Apostate Jews were happy to make use of this by claiming magic powers and making money out of that. Cp Simon, 8:9-11 and Elymas, 13:6-8.

TOOK UPON THEM TO CALL/tried to invoke.. THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS- The fact that Paul preached Jesus, and presumably named Him in healing (as in 3:6) and casting out demons, meant that they thought magical power was involved in speaking the name. (An ancient papyrus fragment has been found with “I command you in the name of Jesus the god of the Jews..” written on it) Their attempt to use the name and power of Jesus was a public testimony that His power had been shown to be greater than anything they had known. SAYING WE ADJURE YOU BY/in the name of JESUS WHOM/who PAUL preaches- They were admitting they had no personal knowledge of or contact with Jesus.
 Wherever God is at work the Devil can be expected to produce tares among the wheat, Mt 13:24-30.

SEVEN SONS OF SCEVA, A JEW/Jewish, AND CHIEF OF THE PRIESTS/chief priest- We know nothing of Sceva, or of his claim to be a Jewish chief priest. He may have come from a priestly family, but may have merely claimed to be. Such a claim would be useful as it would suggest that he knew all the secrets of the Jewish religion, and the ways in which people could benefit from the God of the Jews. Jewish superstition credited Solomon with having great magical powers, and the Rabbis condemned claims to possess formulas which he had used.

THE EVIL SPIRIT.. JESUS I KNOW, AND PAUL I KNOW about BUT WHO ARE you- What connection have you got with them? What right have you to use their names? THE MAN.. LEAPED/jumped ON THEM.. OVERCAME/overpowered.. PREVAILED AGAINST/gave them such a beating SO THAT THEY FLED/ran OUT OF the HOUSE NAKED AND WOUNDED/bleeding- The words are heaped up to intensify the meaning and show the complete humiliation of these frauds who pretended association with Jesus and tried to use His power.

19:17-19 When THIS WAS/became KNOWN.. they were all seized with FEAR FELL ON THEM ALL- Cp the effect of judgment falling on Ananias and Sapphira, 5:11. The verse is a transitional summary as with 1:19; 2:14; 4:10, 16, 9:42; 13:38; 28:28. 

THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS WAS MAGNIFIED/held in high favour- People praised His greatness, as in 10:46. This incident increased the honour in which people held the Lord Jesus. For people impressed with the power of magic this would show that Christ and His power was greater than their traditional magical powers, and also that no one was able to manipulate Him. This would encourage them to give up magical practices, and rely on the power of Christ alone. If they wanted to be under the blessing of the power of Jesus they would need to belong to Him and be loyal to Him. 

MANY of those THAT/who BELIEVED now CAME AND openly CONFESSED AND SHOWED THEIR evil DEEDS- Some commentators take it to mean publicly confessing all the wrong things they had done, but not everything is suitable for public confession, or helpful, Josh 23:7; Eph 5:11-12. The words their deeds was used in a specialised sense of the using of magic spells. The power of magic spells was considered to rely on their being kept secret – to speak of them would be to disown them and make them powerless. 

MANY/A number who had USED/practised CURIOUS ARTS/sorcery- Ephesus was famous for producing and selling scrolls with magic spells on – sometimes they were called “Ephesian letters.” BROUGHT THEIR BOOKS/scrolls.. BURNED THEM BEFORE ALL MEN/publicly- This was done publicly so that Christians, and anyone passing by knew what was happening. 
THE PRICE/value OF THEM/the scrolls.. FIFTY THOUSAND PIECES OF SILVER/drachma- Argurion– Silver coin. Judas was paid 30 Argurion in Mt 26:15. Whatever silver coin is meant it was a huge amount of money that had been spent on magic. They destroyed the scrolls because magic dishonoured God and the Believers now honoured Him and did His will. It was a striking witness. It doesn’t say who did the counting – it’s probably an estimate made by shocked members of the public, or other people with a mercenary attitude. Luke reports it as an example of the extravagant folly of those who relied on magic, and who now in Christ knew they had no need of it, and no faith in it.

19:20 SO/In this way MIGHTILY GREW THE WORD OF THE LORD/spread widely AND PREVAILED/grew in power- God’s word, the Gospel message, continued to be spread over a wider area. It brought more and more people to faith in Christ, powerfully transforming their lives into Christ-likeness. There is a direct link between the witness of lives surrendered to the will of God, and the flourishing of Gospel witness. (I once read “The vast Christless areas of the world will be evangelised only when the Lord is allowed to occupy the equally vast Christless regions in the hearts and lives of Christians.”) This is a concluding summary as in 6:7; 12:24 showing the powerful effect of the incidents recorded. People were powerfully convinced by them, whether attracted to Christ, or like Demetrius, repelled. 

19:21-28:31 Paul goes to Jerusalem & Rome

(In 19:21 Paul states his conviction that he must go to Jerusalem and from there go to Rome. He visits the churches established through his ministry, giving them encouragement, and receiving from them delegates and money for Jerusalem. He realises that his work in those regions is completed, 20:25:27; Rom 15:23. Paul’s decision to go to Jerusalem triggers what happens in the rest of Acts.( In some ways it seems to echo the decision of Jesus that He had completed His work and must go to Jerusalem and bring on the climax of His mission, Lk 13:32-33.) The rest of Acts records what Paul refers to as his defence and confirmation of the Gospel, Phil 1:7 as he faced and witnessed to the high authorities - Sanhedrin, Felix, Festus, Agrippa. Unless there was a release from prison and a 4th Missionary Journey not recorded in Acts (which is possible) Paul’s witnessing in synagogues and marketplaces had ended. God has given us almost as long a record of Paul’s defence sermons as He gave us of his missionary travels and sermons, so they must have valuable lessons for us. He was the Lord’s prisoner, as well as Rome’s prisoner and demonstrated the truth of Rom 8:28; Phil 1:12-25; 2 Tim 2:9. His praying for converts and witness through letters continued - and from it we have Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Timothy, Titus and Philemon. (and possibly Hebrews.) 

19:21-21:16 Paul Completes his Work & Goes to Jerusalem

(The riot in Ephesus showed how effectively the Lord had used Paul’s 3 years of witness there. Paul gave to the Ephesian Elders an account of his stewardship of God’s Word, and God’s people. And faced them with the challenges that would test their stewardship of what they had received through him.
 The Holy Spirit warned him of suffering and imprisonment ahead, 20:22-24, but it isn’t made clear whether this was an inevitable part of his calling, for his Lord’s sake, 9:16 (as it was for His Lord, Mk 8:31; Lk 9:22.) Or whether it was additional suffering and imprisonment which he should avoid by not going to Jerusalem. See Appendix II. Paul acted with a clear conscience, certain that the good to be achieved was worthwhile, whatever the cost to himself, 21:10-14; Rom 15:25-32.) 

19:21-22 AFTER all this ENDED/had happened- Or, After these things were fulfilled – the work completed. This introduces the final section of Acts. Paul realised that he had finished his pioneering evangelism in the Aegean world, Rom 15:23. PAUL PURPOSED IN THE SPIRIT/decided- Either in the Spirit as KJV, Paul, guided by and in fellowship with the Holy Spirit made these plans. Or Paul made up his mind, decided in his spirit, as in Niv. It’s likely to be the combined witness of both as in Rom 8:14-16. Cp 20:22-24. This is set out here before the mention of the riot in Ephesus in order to make it clear that it wasn’t the riot that caused Paul to leave Ephesus. WHEN HE HAD PASSED/after passing THROUGH- Preaching, teaching as opportunity occurred as in 13:6, 14; 14:24, etc. MACEDONIA AND ACHAIA- We know from 1 Cor 16:3-8; 2 Cor 1:15-23, that Paul had to adjust his plans as circumstances changed, but chapter 20 shows that much of this journey went as planned. 

TO GO TO JERUSALEM- By bringing a substantial donation carried by Believers from the churches that God had raised up through his preaching, Paul would be crowning his God-given mission to that area. The Apostle to the Gentiles would arrive at Jerusalem with a striking demonstration of the love and unity of the Gentile Believers with the Jewish 12 Apostles and the church that had grown up under their care. AFTER.. I MUST ALSO SEE/visit ROME also- As Apostle to the Gentiles, visit the capital of the Gentile world to preach the Gospel there. Cp Rom 1:8-10; 15:22-29, 32.

SO HE SENT INTO MACEDONIA TIMOTHY AND ERASTUS- An Erastus is mentioned as city treasurer at Corinth, Rom 16:23, and an Erastus in 2 Tim 4:20. They may, or may not, be the same person. Paul was going to Corinth, 1 Cor 16:3. Timothy had been sent to Thessalonica before he arrived in Corinth in 18:5. MINISTERED TO/his helpers- Diakonia- They had ministered with, or to, Paul. Cp 6:2, 4; Lk 8:3; 10:40. Luke uses Diakonia for the collection for the Jerusalem poor at Antioch in 11:29; 12:25, and Paul does in Rom 15:31; 2 Cor 8:4; 9:1. This suggests that Luke was talking about their being involved in the collection, 2 Cor 8:1-2; 9:2-4. HE .. STAYED IN the province of ASIA A little longer.

19:23-41 The Riot in Ephesus

(What is said in 1 Cor 15:32 and 2 Cor 1:8-11 confirms that Paul faced life-threatening situations in Ephesus, but Luke is writing to an important Roman ruler so he emphasises that the riot was handled wisely by the town clerk, and some rulers asked Paul not to get involved. Luke doesn’t speak directly of the collection for Jerusalem so it seems that Paul being taken to Rome was more important in the history of the church. This time the riot wasn’t stirred up by Jews, but, as at Philippi, it was because the Gospel interfered with people’s ability to make money out of ignorance and superstition. People being set free from superstition into rational godly living was a threat to the profitable trade connected with the worshippers at the great temple of Artemis at Ephesus.

But opposition from Christ rejecting Jews, 19:9, and probably pressure from Pharisee Christians, 15:1, had caused Paul much distress, 20:19. Rome had made Ephesus a Free City, so the citizens met to settle important local issues, and the Governor’s court had regular days set for the hearing of complaints, 19:38-39. When the rioters had shouted themselves hoarse the Town Clerk quieted them and dismissed them by warning that they might lose their “free-city” status unless they behaved better.)

19:23-26 NO SMALL STIR/a great disturbance- As in 12:18; 17:8; 19:24, Luke uses the negative, but that sounds feeble to modern minds ABOUT THE WAY- The “Way” was the Messianic movement Mt 3:3, channelled into the Gospel proclamation and the formation of the church, 9:2; 18:25-26; 19:9. 

DEMETRIUS A SILVERSMITH- Probably the head of the silversmiths guild, and so responsible to protect the interests of that trade. WHO MADE SILVER SHRINES FOR/of DIANA/Artemis- Small models of the Temple of Artemis.
 Archeologists have found clay models of the temple, and it’s pictured on coins, but no silver images of the temple have been found so far. HE CALLED them TOGETHER WITH THE WORKMEN in related trades- Those who were in the business of making and selling things related to the worship of Artemis. BROUGHT.. GAIN/business for THE CRAFTSMEN- The silversmiths.

SIRS/Men, you KNOW THAT BY THIS CRAFT WE HAVE OUR WEALTH/we receive a good income by this business- There were good profits making things for the religious-temple trade, especially from pilgrims. Their wealth, and wealthy lifestyle depended on people remaining enthusiastic worshippers at the Temple.

SEE AND HEAR- When trying to sell shrines etc what people said and did made it clear that Paul’s preaching was their reason for not buying. AT/in EPHESUS. And ALMOST THROUGHOUT ALL/practically the whole province of ASIA- Paul would rightly be credited with the converts made in Colossae, Col 1:7 by Epaphras, and in Laodicea, Col 2:1, etc. 

THIS fellow PAUL has PERSUADED/convinced AND TURNED AWAY/led astray large numbers of PEOPLE- Paul by his preaching had persuaded people THAT GODS MADE WITH HANDS/man-made gods are no gods at all- That images of gods in the temples aren’t really gods, have no supernatural power, etc.
 Jews and Christians alike denied the existence of any God except the God who revealed Himself in the Bible. Conversion to Christ as a result of Gospel preaching cut off the converts from the power of idolatry, temples, their priests and shrine-makers. Paul’s preaching had turned people away from worshipping idols so there had been a marked drop in sales of silver shrines or images of Artemis. Even if 1% of the population became Christians, there would be many more whose confidence in the Temple, the Temple trade etc would be weakened and they would be less willing to spend money on what no longer made sense to them.

19:27-29 NOT ONLY THIS OUR CRAFT/trade.. SET AT NOUGHT/lose its good name- Paul has turned people away from being worshippers and is making them critics of our religion. Instead of our trade and ourselves being honoured we will be ridiculed and despised as making money out of doing something useless or harmful. Their reaction was like that of the priests in the Temple, Mt 21:12-15.

THE GREAT TEMPLE OF DIANA/the goddess Artemis BE DESPISED/discredited- “People will no longer think Artemis, and our wonderful temple are important.” HER MAGNIFIENCE SHOULD BE DESTROYED.. who is worshipped throughout ALL/ the province of ASIA AND THE WORLD will be robbed of her divine majesty- That Artemis was greatly honoured in the eastern Mediterranean area is demonstrated by the fact that the remains of temples to Artemis have been found in at least 30 towns. The Greek word MAGNIFICENCE/divine majesty is used of God in Lk 9:43; 2 Pet 1:16. Demetrius appealed to their patriotic pride in their religion, in addition to the threat to their profits.

WHEN THEY HEARD.. THEY WERE FULL OF WRATH/furious.. CRIED OUT/began shouting GREAT IS DIANA/Artemis OF THE EPHESIANS- Became excited and very angry. Cp Lk 4:28. THE WHOLE CITY WAS FILLED WITH CONFUSION/in an uproar- A major riot, and uproar. HAVING CAUGHT/they seized GAIUS AND ARISTARCHUS- Col 4:10: Phile 1:24. PAUL’S travelling COMPANIONS IN TRAVEL from Macedonia- Not the Gaius who came from Derbe, 20:4. Travelling with him in carrying out his mission – and of course they were also travelling with him in “God’s Way – THE Way. They were seized because they were known helpers of Paul. RUSHED- A mad action - the word is used elsewhere only in 7:57 and of the Gadarene swine, Lk 8:33. WITH/as ONE ACCORD/man INTO THE THEATRE- They grabbed two men who were known to have been helping Paul, and dragged them to the city theatre. While theatres were used for presenting entertainments, they were also used for large public meetings as in this case. This theatre has been excavated and it had room for about 25,000 people.

19:30-34 PAUL WOULD HAVE ENTERED/wanted to appear.. but THE DISCIPLES SUFFERED/would not let HIM NOT- Paul wished to use the opportunity to give these people the Gospel. If he had done so some people might have been saved, but anything he said would have been likely to enrage those eager to defend their local religion, and he might have been killed. Whether he was killed or not was less important to Paul than doing the work God had called him to do. But the Christians felt his life was too valuable to be risked – and possibly that his presence would inflame the rioters and cause more trouble for everyone. 

CERTAIN/some OF THE CHIEF/officials OF ASIA province- Asiarches. (The titles of Artemis, the rulers, etc are all accurate.) The Asiarchs were chosen from the wealthiest and most important families in Asia. They were elected to lead the worship of the Caesars as High priests of the Imperial cult, and did so at their own expense. At Ephesus they also supervised the worship of Artemis at the great temple. The plural suggests that the High Priests at the Imperial cult temples of other important cities were present in Ephesus, or that ex Asiarchs retained the title. 

FRIENDS of Paul- What they had heard of Paul and his message had impressed them favourably. They may have also been concerned to avoid a confrontation which would have stirred up the rioters and done more damage. 

ASSEMBLY- Ekklesia - A company called out for a purpose. This one was called out by Demetrius. The Church is Christ’s Ekklesia. WAS CONFUSED/in confusion- The people were excited, angry, and confused. THE MORE PART/most of the people did not know why THEY WERE COME TOGETHER/there- They had been happy to join a rioting mob and shout that their Goddess was great. But most of them had no idea what had started the fuss.

THEY DREW ALEXANDER OUT OF THE MULTITUDE, THE JEWS PUTTING HIM FORWARD/pushed Alexander to the front and some shouted instructions to him- The meaning of this sentence isn’t clear. It’s clear that Alexander came to the front of the crowd and that some people got him to be there. But it’s not clear why they wanted that. As the Jews put him forward, and as they were opposed to Paul and his Gospel it’s likely that the Jews hoped he would deflect the anger towards Paul, and the Gospel, and away from the Jews and their opposition to idolatry. 

ALEXANDER BECKONED/motioned for silence AND WOULD HAVE MADE/in order to make HIS DEFENCE- He tried to speak to the crowd, but nothing is said of why he wanted to speak, or what he intended to say. His defence-explanation presumably was intended to be that the problem was caused by Paul and his successful preaching. The Jews weren’t to blame as although they had for years been teaching that idolatry was foolish and evil their preaching had had little impact! They wanted to make it clear that they weren’t supporting Paul. 

BUT WHEN THEY KNEW/realised HE WAS A JEW, ALL WITH ONE VOICE/they all shouted in unison..  for about TWO HOURS.. GREAT IS DIANA/Artemis OF THE EPHESIANS- Even if they hadn’t heard him say anything, his clothes may have marked him out as a Jew, or some may have recognised him. The crowd were determined to shout him down, 

19:35-41 THE TOWNCLERK/city clerk- Grammateus- Among the Jews a Grammateus was a scribe, but among Greeks and the Roman Empire in general he was chief officer of the city. He called meetings, drafted the decrees which were put before the town council for their approval, and recorded them if they were passed. He was also the city’s agent in dealing with the Roman Governor of the province. HAD APPEASED/quieted THE PEOPLE- The impression is that it took a long time to quieten the crowd. 

WHAT MAN IS THERE/Doesn’t all the world know that THE CITY OF THE EPHESIANS IS A WORSHIPPER/the guardian OF THE temple- Ephesus boasted that it was the Guardian city of the Temple of Artemis, and the words have been found on coins minted at Ephesus. of the GREAT GODDESS DIANA/Artemis- The obvious way to quieten a rioting mob shouting the glories of their “goddess” was to say “Yes, of course, everyone knows that, but seeing it’s true what is there for you to get upset about!”
OF THE/her IMAGE THAT/which FELL DOWN FROM JUPITER/heaven- Literally, that fell from Zeus. The original may have been a meteorite with some resemblance to a human form or part of a human – perhaps it had breast-like bulges. As it fell from the sky it was said to have been produced by the god Zeus, not by human craftsmen. The legend added to the “Magnificence” of Artemis. 

THESE THINGS CANNOT BE SPOKEN AGAINST/since these facts are undeniable- At first it may have been thrilling to be part of a huge crowd shouting defiantly of the greatness of the Goddess Artemis and her Temple. Two hours later many of them may have been thinking there wasn’t much point to it. The Town clerk sums this up well- “Of course EVERYONE, well everyone that matters - knows the greatness of Artemis, of her Temple, and the fact that the city of Ephesus is her Temple-guardian. As this is true, and you believe it, you are being childish in making such a fuss because a few Jews don’t agree with you.” 

You OUGHT TO BE QUIET AND DO NOTHING RASHLY/not do anything rash- They were acting in an undignified panic – as if Artemis could be discredited or disowned. You HAVE BROUGHT THESE MEN here though NEITHER ROBBERS OF CHURCHES/robbed temples- The word could be extended to mean other offences such as insulting other people’s gods or religious practices. A serious crime, Rom 2:22. NOR BLASPHEMERS OF/or blasphemed YOUR GODDESS
- The Roman Government was concerned to avoid conflicts between different religious groups within their empire. The bigger the city, the greater the need for riots to be avoided – a riot in Ephesus was a much more serious problem than a riot in Philippi or Thessalonica. They hadn’t caught the two Christians stealing from temples, or doing or saying anything specifically insulting about Artemis. 

IF DEMETRIUS.. A MATTER/grievance AGAINST ANY MAN/anybody- The words are stated concisely in the current legal language. THE LAW courts are OPEN, THERE ARE DEPUTIES/proconsuls- Roman Governors. One of their duties was presiding over the hearing of court cases. Cp Gallio at Corinth, 18:12-16. Such court sessions were held in the market place of a city when crowds were likely to be there for other reasons. The plural DEPUTIES/proconsuls is puzzling as there was only one Proconsul at a time in any province. But the title may have been used of people he arranged to act on his behalf in judging routine matters. It’s probable that the town clerk is quoting a legal statement such as “There are Proconsuls (in every province) and they hold Court days.”

LET THEM EMPLEAD ONE ANOTHER/They can press charges- There is no reason why Demetrius and his friends shouldn’t take legal action for damages against Paul, if they wish to. (So there’s no excuse for rioting.) IF INQUIRE CONCERNING OTHER MATTERS/anything further- If what you’re making a fuss about involves more than a personal claim for damages. IT SHALL BE DECIDED/determined IN A LAWFUL/legal ASSEMBLY- Ekklesia- A reminder that their present gathering was illegal, not one which he himself had announced and called together. Secular records seem to show that the legal Assembly of the citizens of Ephesus was convened at least once, perhaps even three times, each month. 

FOR WE ARE IN DANGER TO BE CALLED IN QUESTION/of being charged with rioting- Any unauthorised assembly, mob rioting, etc was automatically suspected of fostering rebellion and the Roman authorities were likely to sack officials like the Town Clerk. To cities like Ephesus the right of self-government was a valued privilege. If they couldn’t control rioting, the Roman authorities would say that the maintenance of law and order required them to take direct control of the city. As well as loss of freedom, that meant loss of wealth to the ruling classes. 

NO CAUSE.. GIVE AN ACCOUNT OF/for THIS CONCOURSE/commotion, since there is no reason for it- By rioting against Paul and the Christians, instead of charging them with a criminal offence and proving that charge in court, Demetrius and the mob were acting outside the Roman Law, and in defiance of it. If the Government decided to investigate, no explanation the city rulers could give would be accepted by the Governor as justifying their actions. So the sooner the crowd dispersed the less risk of Government action against the city and themselves. The fact that the Roman Government had provided legal ways of acting, made mob action like this clearly illegal, and inexcusable.

20:1-6 Paul goes through Greece & Macedonia on his way to Jerusalem

(When things had settled down again at Ephesus Paul set out on his roundabout journey to Jerusalem, 19:21-22. As he visited the churches he collected men and money to go with him to Jerusalem, Rom 15:25-28; 1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8:1-9:15. The Journey to Jerusalem was his main concern but everywhere Paul went he continued to build up the churches - evangelising could be safely left to the spiritually-edified locals.)

20:1-5 AFTER/When THE UPROAR WAS CEASED/had ended- Some time after, but we’re not told how long. PAUL CALLED.. DISCIPLES- In Acts Christians are called Believers, Saints, followers of the Way, Brothers, the Church, or, Disciples. Each name teaches and emphasises a different aspect of the Christian life. Each name challenges us to live up to the privilege of what God has in grace made us in Christ. EMBRACED/after encouraging THEM said good-bye- Paul encouraged them with the Gospel truths, and assurances of God’s provision and care, and farewelled them. DEPARTED/set out for MACEDONIA- 2 Cor 2:12-13.

WHEN HE HAD GONE OVER THESE PARTS/travelled through the area- Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea - and possibly from there visited Illyria, Rom 15:19. GIVEN THEM MUCH EXHORTATION/speaking many words.. encouragement- He encouraged the people with many messages, expositions of the Word of God, the Gospel. CAME INTO/arrived in GREECE.. HE ABODE/stayed THREE MONTHS- Presumably at Corinth, 1 Cor 16:3, but the distresses and triumphs of the stay are covered in the Epistles. This was probably the winter season when sea travel was dangerous, 27:9-12; 28:11; Titus 3:12. The letter to the Romans was probably written and sent at this time, Rom 16:23. 
WHEN/Because THE JEWS LAID WAIT FOR/made a plot.. AS HE WAS ABOUT TO SAIL INTO/for SYRIA- Apart from hatred of Paul some may have wanted to steal money being carried to Jerusalem. Cenchrea the port would have been the easiest place to catch him as they could watch the passengers entering every boat. At this season there were many pilgrim ships which carried Jews to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. They would sail to Syria, and then travel down the coast when the wind was favourable, or travel overland. (or Syria may be used in its wider sense that included Judea, etc, Cp Lk 2:1-2.) To travel in a ship full of patriotic Jewish pilgrims would risk Paul being stabbed or thrown overboard. HE decided TO RETURN/go back THROUGH MACEDONIA- 1 Cor 16:5.

THERE ACCOMPANIED HIM.. SOPATER son of Pyrrhus OF BEREA- Perhaps the Sosipater of Rom 16:21. ARISTARCHUS- Seized by the rioters, 19:29, and later imprisoned with Paul in Rome, Col 4:10; Phm 24. SECUNDUS.. GAIUS OF DERBE, TIMOTHEUS/Timothy- A Gaius from Macedonia is mentioned with Aristarchus in 19:29, but this one, like Timothy, comes from Galatia. TYCHICUS AND TROPHIMUS- These men seem to have been chosen to go with Paul and hand over the gift from their churches to the church at Jerusalem for the poorer Christians there, 1 Cor 16:1-3; 2 Cor 8:17-23. THESE men GOING BEFORE/went on ahead and waited FOR US AT TROAS- The “us” suggests Luke was with Paul at this stage, and was writing from personal experience. 

20:6-9 WE SAILED.. FROM PHILIPPI AFTER THE DAYS/Feast OF UNLEAVENED BREAD- Paul was aiming at being at Jerusalem fifty days later for the Feast of Pentecost, 2:1. The use of the Jewish calendar to show the stages of the year was more God-honouring than using the names of seasons or feasts from the Pagan world. It doesn’t mean that Christians believed they must keep them, although free to do so, Rom 14:5-10; Gal 4:9-11; Col 2:16. 

TROAS IN FIVE DAYS- The journey took two days in 16:11, but easterly winds were common at this time of year. WHERE WE ABODE/stayed SEVEN DAYS- He was in a hurry to get to Jerusalem so although he may have had to wait for shipping, it seems likely that he delayed in order to meet with the whole Assembly-church at their weekly gathering to break bread on the Lord’s day. 

On THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK- The day the Lord Jesus rose from the dead, Mt 28:1; Mk 16:2, 9; Lk 24:1; Jn 20:1, 19, so it is appropriate for Believers to gather on that day to meet the Risen Christ at His table.
 WHEN THE DISCIPLES/we CAME TOGETHER TO BREAK BREAD- To keep the Lord’s supper, 1 Cor 11:20, as He had commanded, Lk 22:19. They may also have had a fellowship meal as at Corinth, or that meal may have been the one in 20:11. Slaves wouldn’t be free to come until their day’s work was ended so they were meeting at night.

PAUL PREACHED/spoke- Dialegomai- To reason, discuss, as in 17:2, 17; 18:4, 19; 19:9; 20:9; 24:12, 25. This is a very good method of teaching, as listeners can ask questions and gain answers. The Gospel isn’t something God wants us to learn and recite. The Gospel is reasonable, and He wants to reason with people, Isa 1:18, and develop a sound understanding, 2 Tim 1:7. He wants us to be able to give a reasoned explanation of the Gospel hope which determines the way we live, 1 Pet 3:15.

CONTINUED HIS SPEECH/kept on talking UNTIL MIDNIGHT- We’re not told when the gathering began, but presumably when the day’s work had ended and people were free to come. The incident must have been considered relevant to the history – Paul, on his way to Jerusalem is seen doing faithfully his work as the teaching Apostle of the Gentiles, and is empowered to bring back to life a member of his audience. 

THERE WERE MANY LIGHTS/lamps- Probably mentioned because it would make the room stuffy by using up oxygen in addition to the room being crowded. SAT/Seated IN A WINDOW A YOUNG MAN- Young men would be expected to fill in the awkward places, leaving any seating, or the floor to the older folk. NAMED EUTYCHUS- The name means Fortunate, lucky. 

BEING FALLEN/who was sinking INTO A DEEP SLEEP.. SANK DOWN WITH SLUMBER/when he was sound asleep- Got sleepier and sleepier, and finally fell into deep sleep, and so lost awareness of the need to hold his position. The change of tenses gives this vividly. FELL to the ground FROM THE THIRD LOFT/story- Rich people generally lived in single-storied houses, but the poor lived in apartment buildings of several stories. He probably fell about 7 metres. WAS TAKEN/picked UP DEAD- Luke doesn’t say specifically that he was dead. But that everyone accepted that he was Dead as in 14:19, almost certainly means that he was dead and raised again.

20:10-12 AND PAUL WENT DOWN AND FELL/threw himself ON HIM/the young man AND EMBRACING/put his arms round HIM- Paul hastily stretched himself over the young man, hugged him or gathered him into his arms and picked him up. Cp the stories of Elijah and Elisha raising youths from the dead, 1 Ki 17:17-24; 2 Ki 4:34-36. TROUBLE NOT YOURSELVES/Don’t be alarmed.. HIS LIFE IS IN HIM/he is alive- Paul’s words aren’t denying that the lad was dead, it gives the impression that God had raised him back to life as Paul raised his body from the ground. Paul raised Eutychus as Peter raised Dorcas, 9:40. 

HE WAS COME UP/went upstairs AGAIN, HAD BROKEN/broke BREAD AND EATEN/ate- Some take Broke bread as being the Lord’s Supper, and ate as being an ordinary meal, but no such distinction is needed. Ordinary meals began with the host breaking a loaf and sharing it. AND TALKED- Homileo- To chat, discuss, but most people would want to listen to Paul rather than tell him things, so as to make good use of his time with them. TO BREAK OF DAY/until daylight- Some of the congregation would have needed to report for work as soon as it was light enough for the day’s work to begin. SO HE DEPARTED/left- Left the house, and later left Troas.

THEY BROUGHT- Probably led him away, or accompanied him, rather than carried him into the house or to his home. THE YOUNG MAN ALIVE- May mean that he had recovered consciousness, although known to be alive earlier. WERE NOT A LITTLE/greatly COMFORTED.

20:13-16 WE- Luke had been with Paul ever since 20:5. WENT BEFORE/on ahead TO the SHIP, AND SAILED UNTO/for ASSOS.. TO TAKE IN PAUL.. he was going there ON FOOT- Paul would have 32Km to travel by land, the ship had 64Km to travel round a cape. We’re not told why he chose to go by land but the word used (Diatasso) makes it clear that Paul insisted on this. He may have felt the need of exercise, or quietness for meditating and prayer, or the weather may have threatened a rough sea trip round the Cape. 

HE MET US AT ASSOS, WE TOOK HIM IN/aboard.. on TO MITYLENE- The main town on the island of Lesbos. Assos was on the mainland. NEXT DAY.. CHIOS/Kios- The name of an island and its town. (The ship followed the normal pattern of sea travel at that time – short trips made in daylight hours, staying in sight of land, and sheltering in harbours each night.) 

NEXT DAY/day after.. SAMOS- Another large island. TROGYLLIUM- [RT] KJV. The older Mss don’t have Trogyllium. But it was a normal stop on the two day trip from Samos to Miletus, so it makes good sense. Ships preferred to stop at a safe place for the hours of darkness. The strait was only a mile wide at this point, and they may well have anchored until daylight for safety reasons. THE NEXT/following DAY WE CAME TO/arrived at MILETUS- A town on the mainland 50Km south of Ephesus. 

PAUL HAD DETERMINED/decided TO SAIL BY/past EPHESUS.. NOT SPEND/to avoid spending TIME IN the province of ASIA- It would have taken time to sail into and out of the bay of Ephesus, and it was such a crowded busy port that delays would occur. But greater delays were likely from the fact that many Christians might insist on seeing him, asking his help on problems of understanding and applying Scripture to their personal lives. And it was likely that enemies would be stirred into action by his being there. FOR HE HASTED/was in a hurry to reach.. JERUSALEM by.. PENTECOST- Paul may have had in mind that many Jews would be in Jerusalem for the Feast, 2:5-11, and among them many Christian Jews. These could take back to their churches news of the reception of Gentile Christians, and of the generous Gentile gifts to the poor of the Christian church at Jerusalem. 

20:17-24 Paul’s Farewell to the Elders of Ephesus

(This is the only sermon of Paul’s to Christians recorded in Acts. Presumably it is typical of his farewell messages to the churches established in his three missionary journeys, 20:2, etc. Cp the Lord’s farewell messages, Mt 28:18-20; Lk 21:26-36. And those of  Moses, Deu 27:1-32:47, Joshua, Josh 24:1-26, Samuel, 1 Sam 12:1-25. Paul reminds them of his past experience with them, his present situation, and their future prospects. It shows us his attitude of stewardship towards the work God had given him to do. What we have read in Acts gives us glimpses of what had happened. Now we’re shown his heart attitude towards his Lord, his ministry, and those converted through his ministry. (You may find it helpful to compare the thoughts here with those in Rom 1:1; 15:15-21; 1 Cor 1:2; 3:5-12; 4:12-18; 10:13; 14:3-15; 15:8-11; 2 Cor 1:1; 2:4; 4:3-5:11; Gal 1:11-17; Phil 1:1-30; Col 1:23-39; 1 Th 2:1-14, etc.) 

What a person is gives weight to what he says. Paul had been slandered by those who were opposed to the Gospel he preached as in 2 Cor 10:10. Paul defended himself by pointing to his actions and appealing to men’s consciences, 2 Cor 4:2. He reminds them of his consistent self-sacrificing life, 20:33-35, his honest, open presentation of the Gospel, and willingness to discuss the whole truth of God in a balanced way. God had given the work to him, 13:2, so he must give himself to it in earnest stewardship until it was completed, 20:24. 

They also had been given a stewardship - the Holy Sprit had appointed them elders, and that required them to oversee the life of the church, shepherd and teach them, especially the weak. Cp Jn 21:15-17; Eph 4:10-16; 1 Pet 5:1-4. They must be on guard against evil in their own lives, especially the pride and rivalry that ignores the ownership rights of Christ, and encourages division by building a personal following, 20:28, 30. They must guard against wolves who will attack the flock with false doctrines. The Elders are to take care of the Believers, and can provide what is needed because they have the Lord, the Holy Spirit and His Word. Paul commits them to these, as he commits the flock to their care. God’s Word is vital - as individual life and church life are built on that foundation – Christ and His work as proclaimed in the Gospel. 

It had cost them time and effort to travel the 50Km to Miletus, but they were rewarded by a setting out of the ideal of a life of selfless service for God. A pattern of service for God which continues to challenge us. Luke wrote this summary, but it rings true to what we know of Paul, and reinforces all he wrote in his Epistles by assuring us of his Love for the Lord, His truth, and His people. Let’s seek grace to be good stewards of all this.)

20:17-19 FROM MILETUS HE SENT TO EPHESUS AND CALLED/for THE ELDERS
 OF THE CHURCH- Elders had received the gift from Antioch, 11:30. Paul had appointed elders, 14:23. There were elders at Philippi. And in 1 Tim 3:1-10; Titus 1:5-11, Paul set out the importance of their work, and what qualified a man for eldership. These show that the early church was led and ruled by elders. See also 15:2-10, 22, 23; 16:4; 1 Tim 5:1, 17-19; Jas 5:14; 1 Pet 5:1. 

WHEN THEY WERE COME TO HIM/arrived HE SAID.. You KNOW AFTER WHAT MANNER I HAVE BEEN/how I lived AT ALL SEASONS/the whole time I was with you FROM THE FIRST DAY- It’s important for us to seek grace, wisdom and strength from God to make good first contacts and then to continue in fellowship with the Lord until the end, so that the maximum good may be done. Paul had taught at Ephesus for 3 years and been absent for a year so they hadn’t long been Christians. But they would have been among the first converts. I CAME INTO the province of ASIA- Paul reminds them that his life had been consistent during his whole time with them. From the first day until the last day Paul lived and worked in the same way, openly, and in the sight of them all, not hiding any actions or motives. 

SERVING/I have served THE LORD WITH ALL HUMILITY OF MIND/great humility- The sentence structure emphasises that Paul was the Lord’s servant and that determined everything else. Pride is the great temptation, folly and sin of leadership. But when one is serving the Lord of the Universe, and living in His presence, working in fellowship with Him, as Paul did, humility is the natural consequence. The servant of God concept is in Ps 19:11; 34:22; 78:70-71; 86:2; Isa 49:3-5, etc but it’s especially characteristic of Paul, Rom 1:1; 2 Cor 4:5; Gal 1:10; Phil 1:1; 2:22; Titus 1:1. And so is humility, slave-mindedness, Rom 12:16; 2 Cor 10:1; 11:7; Phil 2:3; 3:21; 4:12. 
AND WITH- In the Greek “with” is used only once so humility, tears and testings are three linked aspects of his service. MANY TEARS- His labours had been marked by emotional intensity and a sense of urgency. . He didn’t teach in an academic, cold, aloof way. Cp 20:31; Ps 126:6; Rom 9:2; 1 Cor 2:1-6; 10:23, 33; 2 Cor 2:4; 7:6 Phil 3:18; 1 Th 3:5; 2 Tim 1:4. His work at Ephesus had been carried out in a rational, intelligent manner, laying a solid foundation of understanding of the purposes of God for our life in Christ. This is proved by the fact that he was able to cover many subjects in his letter to them.

TEMPTATIONS/although I was severely tested WHICH BEFELL ME BY the plots OF THE JEWS- It’s natural for us to get angry when faced with opposition and malice – it tests us, tempts us to anger. That these enemies of Paul were enemies of his Lord opposing the Lord’s work might seem a good excuse for anger. But Paul responded in humility. He was no longer a natural man, and no longer fought with natural weapons. He was a new creation and viewed people, and reacted to people, as the Lord Jesus had done, and in fellowship with Him, 2 Cor 5:15-21; 6:7; 10:3-6; 1 Pet 2:23-25. Who the Lord is, realising what the Lord Jesus has done for everyone, and His attitude towards them, moves His servants to patient, loving concern for everyone who hears the Gospel. And especially for those currently opposing it and heading for damnation. 

20:20-21 I KEPT BACK NOTHING/have not hesitated to preach anything- Cp 13:46; 14:3; 18:26; 19:8; 26:26; 28:31; 2 Cor 2:17; 4:2-7; Gal 4:16; Eph 6:18-20; 1 Th 2:5.
 THAT WAS/would be PROFITABLE/helpful to YOU- Not only was his lifestyle sincere and open to public view, the same was true of his handling of God’s Word, God’s truth. He didn’t just teach what was easy to understand and enjoy, what they wanted to hear, or what would make him popular. Like a good parent, he fed them a balanced diet of everything that would do them good. Cp 1 Th 2:1-13. He had taught them the Gospel in all its aspects and applications. so as to make available to them all the understanding and help it could give. Paul had to feed some Believers with milk, 1 Cor 3:2, but was determined to give them truth as fully as they could cope with it. Cp Heb 5:13-14.

HAVE SHOWN.. TAUGHT YOU PUBLICLY- In the synagogue and the school of Tyrannus, 19:8-9. Cp 16:37; 18:28. AND FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE- He had made use of every opportunity, and had said the same things in public gatherings and in the privacy of people’s homes. (A great deal of damage has been done by Christian leaders who maintain their position in public by concealing the beliefs and practices that would give offence, and circulating them among friends so that they can build up a following which they can draw away after them later on, 20:30.) 

TESTIFYING/I have declared- The word suggests a solemn warning witness, as in Lk 16:28; 2 Tim 2:14; 4:1. He had told them the truth of God, earnestly urging the importance of it, and their responsibility to take it seriously and respond appropriately. to.. JEWS AND.. GREEKS- The open proclamation to Jews and Gentiles equally is mentioned in, 13:44-48; 14:27; 17:4, 11-12, 17; 18:5-6; 19:8-10, 17, and in Paul’s letters, Rom 1:16; 3:9; 10:12; 1 Cor 1:24; 12:13; Gal 3:28. He did this in spite of the fact that certain subjects and doctrines might be attractive to one and repulsive to the other. Certainly he adapted what he had to say, and the way he said it, to his audience, but his one purpose was their salvation, 1 Cor 9:19-23, not his popularity with them. The great danger of pleasing hearers is that it strengthens their natural preferences and fosters division. Note how often ALL comes into 20:18-35. 

That they must turn to God in REPENTANCE TOWARD- Eis- Into GOD- Repentance always involves turning from sins (and at a deeper level, turning from self.) This is the negative essential core of the Gospel, followed by the positive core of the Gospel, turning from rebellion, fear, avoidance of God to moving into a relationship with God on the basis of Christ. All the word of God is related to these truths, and outworkings of them – our constant need is to claim death to self, and life from God, Gal 2:20. 

AND have FAITH TOWARD/in- Eis- into OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST- Conversion involves our having faith towards and in the Lord Jesus Christ, but the Greek word Eis- Into, reminds us that saving faith moves us into a relationship with Him. It’s a renouncing of self-centred rebellion - the desire for god-like independence of God that tempted our first parents, Gen 3:5. That repentance sets us free to move into a believing relationship with God, into Christ as Saviour and Lord, receiving Him, and being received by Him permanently, Jn 1:12; Col 1:27; Col 3:3, and living that way, 2 Cor 5:17; Gal 6:15; Eph 3:14-5:10; Col 3:1-4:6, etc. As Faith in Jesus Christ is based on the Cross and resurrection, the repentance – sacrificial turning from self - is inevitable, and applies equally to the demands of self-indulgence and of self-righteousness, Gal 2:20-21 

20:22-24 NOW I GO/am going BOUND IN/compelled by THE SPIRIT UNTO/to JERUSALEM- In obedience to the Holy Spirit, compelled by the Holy Spirit, is probably the sense, as in Acts the guidance of the Holy Spirit is emphasised, 16:6-7; 19:21. Cp 9:17; 13:2, 4, 9. But the words could mean in Paul’s own spirit there was a strong conviction that this was what he must do in the carrying out of his stewardship of the role God had called him to – Apostle to the Gentiles. (Throughout the record there is tension between Paul’s I MUST go, and the continuing warnings of the Holy Spirit through others that “This is what will happen to you IF you go,” and perhaps “So, don’t go, or it will stop you serving me as a free man.”) 

    Paul went to Jerusalem, not in defiance of the Spirit’s guidance, but in the face of the Spirit’s making very clear to him the consequences of his going – which moved his friends to try to dissuade him. Paul knew he would be put in physical bonds at Jerusalem, but he was already experiencing an inner binding/strong conviction that he must go to Jerusalem and bring Gentiles and Gentile donations there as his stewardship of the Gospel required him to do this. It would seal this fruit of the evangelising of the Gentiles, Rom 15:25-31, by having Gentile Believers, and their gracious giving, welcomed at Jerusalem at the heart of Jewish Christianity. 

NOT KNOWING THE THINGS THAT SHALL BEFALL/what will happen to ME THERE- I do not know what people will do to me. Cp Abraham, Heb 11:8. There is no doubt that Paul went to Jerusalem “by faith,” whether or not he rightly judged what God’s preference for him was. He was exercising his sonship, sacrificially with a heart’s desire to do God’s will. God accepted that and assured him of His acceptance of his action, 23:11.

SAVE/I only know THAT in every city THE HOLY Spirit WITNESSETH/warns me- A solemn warning as in 20:21. BONDS/prison.. AFFLICTIONS/hardships ABIDE/are facing ME- People will put me in prison and I will suffer great trouble. I am warned that everywhere I go with the Gospel part of my experience will be imprisonments and bonds. Cp 9:16; 2 Cor 11:23-26. Or, more probably specifically- on this journey towards Jerusalem the Holy Spirit constantly warns me that in going to Jerusalem I am heading for imprisonment there, and hardship. The start from Corinth, 20:2-3, was a sample of this, and it may have been a factor in his determination not to go to Ephesus. This makes it clear that what happens to Paul was foreknown by God, and part of His plan. As he had been persecuted by Jews, and Jerusalem was their headquarters, it was obviously dangerous for him to go there and he knew it, Rom 15:31.
 

I NEITHER COUNT/consider MY LIFE DEAR UNTO MYSELF/worth nothing to me-The main value of his life – what made it worthwhile - was the opportunities it provided for him to fellowship with Christ in the work God had given him. Cp Phil 1:20-26j. But it could mean “my life isn’t a thing worth talking about. Don’t let ME be the centre of attention. To me, it’s unimportant what happens to me.” Either way it means that to Paul the important thing was to finish the work God had given him to do. As he faced the uncertainties, and the Spirit-given warnings, Paul assured them that any suffering he might experience mattered little to him. The important thing was the privilege of proclaiming the Lord’s great sacrifice and triumph that would lead to life and glory for those who responded in faith. 

SO THAT/if only I MIGHT/may FINISH MY COURSE/the race- Cp 13:25; 1 Cor 9:24; Phil 3:14; 2 Tim 4:6-7. Comparing moral effort to athletic activity was common in Hellenistic moral teaching. His “course” included the winning of Gentiles to Christ, their formation into functioning churches, local bodies of Christ, and also their being bound into living union with the Jewish Believers. Therefore he saw his visit to Jerusalem as being an essential part of the work the Lord had called him to. 

WITH JOY- To finish the race well will be a joy to me. He is like a long distance runner, feeling exhausted but able to keep going because his eye is on the finishing tape. And the honour it will be to know he has done what his Lord had asked. And then he will share the joy of the Lord’s Well done… Cp 2 Tim 4:7. As an athlete at the Olympic games wears the “colours” of his homeland, Paul is wearing his Lord’s colours. His Lord will be honoured or disgraced by the way His servant runs the race. The race for which he has been entered by His Master, the Lord Jesus, is the preaching of the Gospel. 

THE MINISTRY/complete the task- Diakonia– Cp 6:4; 2 Cor 3:6; 4:1; 5:18; Col 1:25; 4:17; 2 Tim 4:5. While always the proclamation of the Gospel was Paul’s grand ministry, at the present stage his ministry also involved the collection. Cp 19:22; 2 Cor 8:4; 9:1, 12, 13. WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE LORD JESUS has given me- This glad surrender to the Lord for His fellowship and service is expressed also in 2 Cor 4:7-11; 6:4-10; 12:9-10; Phil 1:20; 2:17; 3:8; Col 1:24. The task TO TESTIFY/of testifying to THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD/God’s grace- This was his ministry, stewardship, work, mission.

20:25-27 NOW BEHOLD- Marks the start of a new section or shift of viewpoint. I KNOW THAT none of you, AMONG WHOM I HAVE GONE about PREACHING THE KINGDOM OF GOD- The Gospel Kingdom of which the Lord Jesus is King, and which is proclaimed in the Gospel, 20:21, 24 and expressed in the life of His Church. Cp 28:23, 31. That preaching the Gospel is also preaching the kingdom of God reminds us of the wonderful complexity of the work of God. And is a reminder of the continuity between the pre-Cross preaching of John Baptist, the Lord and the Disciples, and the post-Pentecost proclamation.
SHALL/will ever SEE MY FACE/me NO MORE/again- He may in fact have visited Ephesus again after being released from prison, 1 Tim 1:3. If so, Paul is not speaking as God’s prophet, but planning ahead. (His prophetic gift wasn’t used to foretell his own future, and his healing gift wasn’t used to heal himself, 2 Cor 12:7-9.) Previously he had planned ahead, and had to change his plans, 20:1; 1 Cor 16:8-9; 2 Cor 1:15-18, 23. This is his final testament and farewell. Cp Gen 48:21; Lk 22:15-16; 2 Tim 4:6; 2 Pet 1:13-14. Paul knows he may die at Jerusalem, or be imprisoned, and intends to evangelise the Western Mediterranean if he is free to travel, Rom 1:15; 15:23, 28. 

I TAKE YOU TO RECORD/declare- Paul is making a solemn, deliberate declaration as in 26:22; Gal 5:3; Eph 4:17; 1 Th 2:12. THAT I AM PURE/innocent OF THE BLOOD OF ALL MEN- The OT way of saying if they come under God’s judgment sentence it’s their own fault, his conscience is clear. Cp 18:6. God had provided the Grace of the Gospel, 20:20-21, 24, and sent him to them with it and he had passed the message on fully. Cp Ezek 3:18-21; 33:7-9; 1 Th 2:10.

FOR I HAVE NOT SHUNNED/hesitated TO DECLARE UNTO/proclaim to YOU ALL THE COUNSEL- Boule- A considered deliberate decision or plan based on facts, as in 2:23; 4:28; 5:38; 13:36; Eph 6:11; Heb 6.17. This emphasises that God’s counsel and plan is rational, takes account of everything, and cannot fail. Instead of Boule, Paul in 1 Cor 1:1; Gal 1:4; Eph 1:5, 9, 11; 5:17; 6:6; Col 1:9 uses Thelema- Wish, desire, personal preference and choice - that emphasises that God’s counsel is also what He wishes to happen. 

OF GOD- His counsel is also described as the PROFITABLE/helpful things 20:20. The Counsel of God that Paul had proclaimed fully was the saving purpose of God for the human race. Paul proclaimed the whole will of God, and like Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah etc ignored the protests of those who wanted to hear only the cheerful news, Isa 30:10-11. The truths about the Eternal Counsel of God, and its fulfilment in the church are developed more fully in Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians than anywhere else, Eph 1:11, etc. This confirms that when he was with them he had laid out a solid basic understanding that set him free to write a full exposition of it to them. 

The next verse is the doctrinal and practical centre of Paul’s speech to them. It states that the basis of the church’s existence, and ministry to it, is the redeeming death of Christ, and the ruling, providing care of the Holy Spirit. God has provided fully for the needs, growth and future of God’s church at Ephesus, and used Paul as His agent. Now in God’s will his stewardship is ended, and they must, under God, take full responsibility. They, as elders, 20:17, must shepherd-pastor the flock over which the Holy Spirit had made them overseers. Elders are also overseers, pastors and teachers, 1 Tim 5:17. They are God’s provision for Church leadership, down to our own day. 

20:28 TAKE HEED THEREFORE- Direct your heart, mind and will towards this. UNTO/Keep watch over YOURSELVES- Cp Gen 24:6; Ex 10:28; Deu 4:9, 23; Lk 12:1; 17:3; 20:46; 21:34; 1 Tim 4:11-16; 5:17; 6:17-20; 2 Tim 1:13-14; 2:2-4.The Lord holds church leaders and workers responsible for their own spiritual welfare as well as for the spiritual welfare of the flock – in fact the two are inseparable.
 Each one must be careful of their own fellowship with the Lord, as the quality of their spiritual life determines what they can do for the spiritual welfare of those they are caring for. We can’t teach others to enjoy what we’re not enjoying ourselves. 
AND TO ALL THE FLOCK- Israel had been the Lord’s flock, Ps 74:1-2; 78:52, 70-72; Isa 40:11; Jer 13:17; Ezek 34:12; Mic 5:4-5. Now His church is the flock, Jn 10:1-16; 21:15-17; 1 Pet 2:25; 5:1-4. OVER/of WHICH THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit HATH/has MADE YOU OVERSEERS
- Episkopos- Overseer, guardian. In the secular world the word was used of people who supervised in some social, political or educational matter. Episcope is used in 1:20 of the responsibility Judas failed in, and the work of a BISHOP/Overseer, 1 Tim 3:1. And of God’s overseeing “visitation” in mercy which national Israel rejected, and received a “visitation” of judgment, Lk 19:44; 1 Pet 2:12. The word Elders describes who these leaders are, relatively mature, experienced Christians. The word Overseers describes their work. They are to remember always that the Lord Jesus is the Shepherd and Episkopos of our souls, 1 Pet 2:25, and they are responsible to Him, to function on His behalf, Heb 13:7, 17.

TO FEED/Be shepherds of THE CHURCH OF GOD- Their overseeing is to be shepherd care, under THE Shepherd, Jn 10:11-17; 21:15-17; Eph 4:11; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 2:25; 5:2-4. Cp Ps 23; Jer 3:15; 23:1-4; Ezek 34:1-24. The shepherd directs his sheep, knowing where it would be good for them to go, and also protects them from robbers and wild beasts. So Elders must guide their sheep into good pastures, safe ways, and protect from those who would mislead and endanger Christians. 

WHICH HE HATH PURCHASED/bought- Peripoieomai- Acquired. The word is used of God acquiring a people by saving them in LXX Isa 31:5. We have been purchased from destruction, The word is used of what we can acquire by faithful work, 1 Tim 3:14. WITH HIS OWN BLOOD- Literally the blood of His own One, meaning His own dear Son, as Rom 8:32. This is the only place in Acts where redemption, etc by the blood of Christ is stated clearly, but the truth is taught in Rom 3:24-25; 5:5-9; Eph 1:7; 2:13; Col 1:14, 20; Heb 9:12-14; 10:19, 29; 12:24; 13:12, 20; 1 Pet 1:2, 18-19; 1 Jn 1:7; Rev 1:5; 5:5-10; 7:14; 12:11. Cp Jn 10:15-17; 1 Cor 6:20; 7:23; Titus 2:14. 

20:29-30 FOR I KNOW, THAT AFTER MY DEPARTING/I leave GRIEVOUS/savage- Barus- heavy, weighty. They may not seem savage at all. Many false prophets and teachers are mild-mannered men or women. But they are wolves as well as Satan-sown tares, Mt 13:25-30, even though they look like sheep. They may offer what seems a better or easier Gospel, but it will drag people down to hell, Mt 7.13-23. WOLVES- They may seem kindly, caring people, but their teachings will be as destructive to the church as wolves are to a flock of sheep. They may seem to be God’s shepherds, and be paid to care for the flock, but are as ruthless and uncaring of the eternal loss they are causing by their actions as wolves are. Cp Isa 56:11-12; Jer 50:6; Ezek 22:27; 34:2-23; Hab 1:8; Zeph 3:3. Cp Mt 10:16; Lk 10:3; Jn 10:12. Paul had been lovingly concerned for the well being of the flock as good parents are for their children. And like good parents he was concerned for their future as he knew the perils of life. Cp his statements in 1 Tim 1:3-8; 6:20-21; 2 Tim 2:14-19; 3:1-5; 4:1-5; 2 Pet 2:1-3; 3:3-4. ENTER/will come IN AMONG YOU NOT SPARING/will not spare THE FLOCK- Cp Lk 12:32. 

ALSO OF/Even from among YOUR OWN SELVES/number MEN will ARISE- Apart from attacks from outside the church, problems will be caused by Christians, members of the church, perhaps elders. These may be children of God, and servants of God, but they will choose to use their position for personal advantage, or to further some doctrine or practice in an unbalanced way, beyond what God’s Word teaches. This, in all ages, is destructive of the health, peace, and unity of the church. Cp 1 Tim 1:3-8; 4:1-5; 2 Tim 1:13; 2:16-19, 23-26; 3:1-8.

SPEAKING PERVERSE THINGS/distort the truth- Cp 13:10; Mt 17:17; Phil 2:15. in order TO DRAW AWAY DISCIPLES AFTER THEM- Will put their own distinctive spin on the truth so as to build a personal following. Instead of honoring the Lord by promoting His truth, they develop their own line of doctrine. That turns some of the Lord’s disciples from the path of His will, and of fellowship with His people, into becoming the preacher’s personal disciples. The preacher may gain wealth from this, or may live in self-sacrificing dedication to his own cause. But by dividing his followers from others of God’s people he is taking glory to himself that belongs to the Lord. In 2 Pet 3:16, those who distort God’s truth, destroy themselves, but those in 1 Cor 3:10-15 are safely the Lord’s property but they have destroyed their fruitfulness. Any teaching not based on Christ crucified, or not given in love, 1 Cor 13:1-3 is worthless wood, hay and stubble fit only to be burned up.
 

20:31-32 THEREFORE WATCH/be on your guard- Gregoreuo- As in 1 Cor 16:13; Col 4:2; 1 Pet 5:8. The other times the word Gregoreuo is used is the Lord’s command in Gethsemane, Mt 26:38, 40, 41; Mk 14:34, 37, 38. The watcfulness Paul is urging upon these elders, is watchfulness that is possible only in painful fellowship with the Lord in facing the eternal realities of sin, sorrowing, suffering, and potential eternal loss. 

REMEMBER- Paul isn’t saying they have forgotten this. He is saying Keep it constantly in mind. Don’t let yourselves lose the benefit of what I’ve taught you by failing to live your life, make your decisions, etc based on it. Don’t be like a man given a great treasure who treats it as unimportant, and instead of making good use of it, (one talent man, prodigal son, etc) loses it. Or given a fruitful tree or vineyard, neglects it so that it dies. In speaking of the future, Paul turns their minds back to the past. Errors can be recognised and combated, only when a permanent standard has been set by which correct doctrine, and appropriate behaviour can be measured. As a wise Master builder, Paul had built the church at Ephesus (as at Corinth 1 Cor 3:10-11) on the only sound foundation, Jesus Christ and His work proclaimed in the gospel, Eph 2:19-3:7. They must watch for, be on guard against any deviation from that.
for THREE YEARS I CEASED NOT TO WARN/never stopped warning EVERY ONE/each of you NIGHT AND DAY- 1 Th 2:9; 3:10; 2 Th 3:8; 2 Tim 1:3. Concern that good example and teaching not be forgotten is a standard feature in farewell addresses, Deu 27-31; Josh 24:1-27; 2 Tim 1:3-6; 2:8; 2 Pet 1:9, 12-13. They were to watch, Eph 6:18; Col 4:2, for the wolf outside. And to admonish, teach and pray for those in Christ's body-church so that they would be made perfect in Christ, Rom 12:1-2; 15:14-16; Eph 4:11-16; Col 1:28-9; 3:16-17; 1 Th 5:12-23. (The other standard by which we can test teachings and actions is how they will look when the Master returns, Mt 24:42,-52; 25:13-32; Mk 13:34-37; Lk 12:36-40; 1 Th 5:6-10; Rev 3:2-3; 16:15.) WITH TEARS- Paul cried at times as he prayed and worked for them. Cp 2 Cor 2:4; 11:28-29.

NOW BRETHREN, I COMMEND/commit YOU TO GOD- God the Holy Spirit is the active Agent in granting life, Jn 3:2-7; forming the Church, 1 Cor 12:13; guiding, teaching and making us fruitful, Jn 14:26; Rom 8:1-16; Gal 4:4-6; 5:16-25, etc. As Paul had been commended to God by the Antioch church, 14:26; 15:40, he in turn commends these elders to God. God had committed the Gospel to Paul, and its fruit in Ephesus had been under his care, he was now handing his stewardship back to God, and to the elders God had raised up. Cp Lk 12:48; 1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 2:2; 1 Pet 4:19. 

AND TO THE WORD OF HIS GRACE- This doesn’t exclude the OT - Paul often quotes from it. But the main meaning is the Gospel message of the grace of God, that is used to bring life and fruitfulness, Lk 8:11-15; Eph 4:29; Col 3:16; 4:6; 1 Pet 1:23. Paul has handed over Gospel truths to these faithful men, 1 Tim 6:20; 2 Tim 1:14; 2:2, and now he is handing over the people themselves, 1 Tim 1:12, 18 to God and His truth. Not just God in some vague sense, but God as He has chosen to reveal Himself in His Gracious Word which sets out who He is, and what He has provided for us. Paul didn’t commend them to other human leaders, no matter how gifted and godly, but to God and to God’s Word the Bible. The Elders were responsible to these directly, and these were God’s permanent provision for His church. 

WHICH IS ABLE/can TO BUILD YOU UP- Make you healthy and strong spiritually, individually and collectively. Their resource in their role as Leaders is the same as for every Believer, God and His Word of Grace. That Word sets out the way we must live so as to be in fellowship with Him and His purposes And God’s Grace gives us the will, wisdom, and strength that will enable us to become like Christ, Phil 2:2-16. If only we will be guided by the Spirit, and reject the demands of our own flesh-nature, Rom 8:1-16, Gal 2:20; 6:7-10. Then everything that happens to us will build us into the increasing glory of Christ-likeness which is the destiny God has chosen for us, Rom 8:28-29. Cp Eph 4:12-29; Col 2:7.

    Also God is building His church using “stones” which are alive in relation to Christ Himself, 1 Cor 3:10-11; 1 Pet 2:4-7, as revealed in the writings of the Apostles and Prophets, Eph 2:19-22. As new stones are added to it, and as we, as individual stones, continue to grow in that building, so the building grows. Ephesus boasted that its temple was glorious, but by preaching the Gospel in Ephesus Paul had laid the foundations of a far more glorious, eternal spiritual temple, 1 Cor 3:9; 1 Pet 2:2-7. God builds us up by His Word that God the Holy Spirit provided, enlightens, and applies to believing hearts and minds. For our being built up see Rom 14:19; 15:2; 1 Cor 10:23; 14:3-5, 12 17, 26; 2 Cor 10:8; 12:19; 13:10; 1 Th 5:11; Eph 4:12, 16, 29. 

TO GIVE YOU AN INHERITANCE- The Elders themselves were responsible, with prophets and teachers, to use God’s Word to build up the flock, and secure eternal inheritances for them all – God’s grace being in every way sufficient for that, 2 Cor 9:8. Cp 26:18; Rom 8:17; 1 Cor 6:9-10; 15:50; Gal 3:18, 29; 4:30; 5:21; Eph 1:7, 14, 18; 5:5; Col 1:12-13; 2:2-3; 3:24; Titus 3:7; Heb 1:14; 6:12; 9:15; Jas 2:5; 1 Pet 3:7-9; Rev 21:7. By Faith Abraham, in answer to God’s call, set out and lived in his inheritance. By God’s redemption Israel was delivered from Egypt and entered its inheritance, 7:45; Deu 33:3-> ; Josh 1:6; 11:23. Believers are built into Christ’s church-body-bride by the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13. In a sense that is our inheritance. And the Spirit is the EARNEST/deposit guaranteeing- Arrabon of their inheritance. Eph 1:14. (In modern Greek Arrabona= Engagement ring.)

AMONG THEM WHICH/all those who ARE SANCTIFIED- Made holy, those He has set apart for Himself, to be His people for ever, as in Rom 15:16; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:11; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1. God in Christ, on the cross, completed the work that justified and sanctified us, Rom 8:29-30; Heb 10:14. That is the past aspect. Our being built up in Christ, in fellowship with Him and in His work, is our spiritual blessing in the present. And the harvest of fellowship from that is the eternal inheritance of blessing God is preparing for us in the future. God’s fellowship with them is the blessing He has for His people, and that grows out of the past, begins to be enjoyed in the present and the future of that is its fruit and crown. 

20:33-35 I HAVE not COVETED NO MAN’S/anyone's SILVER, OR GOLD, OR APPAREL/clothing- (Expensive clothing was a form of wealth, Josh 7:21; 2 Ki 5:22; 7:8; Mt 6:19-20; Lk 12:33; Jas 5:2.) Many of us could claim this, but have not done valiant work for God. Some can claim to have witnessed fearlessly as Paul did, but without love and tears, and so been destructive rather than edifying. Paul had demonstrated that silver and gold, worldly wealth, pomp and power, were small things compared with the riches that are ours in Christ Jesus. And the richness of the life we are to live in fellowship with Him, and in sharing the Gospel. 

    There were Christian preachers, he calls “Super Apostles” who despised Paul as a tent-maker, and boasted of their own importance and expected to receive generous payment for their services, 2 Cor 11:2-30. Paul had seen the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, and that made him realise that he who held this treasure was a mere pottery jar. But in sharing this Gospel treasure he had made many rich, including these Elders of the Ephesus church, 2 Cor 3:15-4:7; 6:10. Cp Samuel, 1 Sam 12:3-5, and Paul in 20:26; 1 Cor 9:3-18; 2 Cor 4:5; 7:2; 10:1-6; 11:7-11; 12:13; 1 Th 2:3-12; 2 Th 3:7-10; 1 Tim 6:9-10; Titus 1:11. Paul hadn’t envied rich people, hadn’t been eager to have the things they valued and that people looked on as being needed to make one happy. And the fact that those who introduced new teaching were in themselves self-seeking rather than self-sacrificing, as Paul had been, should put godly elders on their guard, no matter how plausible and popular those teachers were.
You YOURSELVES KNOW, THAT THESE HANDS of mine HAVE MINISTERED UNTO MY NECESSITIES/supplied my own needs, AND TO THEM THAT WERE WITH ME/the needs of my companions- 18:3; 1 Cor 4:12; 9:15-18; 1 Th 2:9; 4:11; 2 Th 3:6-10. His wage earning efforts weren’t in any sense selfish – he shared profits with others who need help. He organised tent-making so as to provide work and income for them, etc. Paul doesn’t need to remind them of this, perhaps, but Luke needs to remind us, and there is value in stating known facts as a basis for a teaching example. Paul knew and taught that Preachers had the right to support, but he chose not to be supported in order to help spread the Gospel. (He did accept gifts, from established churches, 2 Cor 11:8; Phil 4:15-18.) 

I HAVE SHOWN YOU/In everything I did I showed you, THAT SO LABOURING/by this kind of hard work- Labouring may be physical or spiritual, Eph 4:28; Col 1:29; 1 Th 1:3. Cp 1 Cor 4:12; 15:58; 16:16; Gal 4:11; 2 Tim 2:6. YE OUGHT TO SUPPORT/we must help THE WEAK- His sacrificial life-style had been a living example of the life the Gospel was intended to produce. Cp 9:15; Jn 13:15. Religion was a lucrative business in Ephesus, 19:19, 25. The elders of God’s church at Ephesus were to concentrate on meeting the needs of the weak, Rom 5:6; 14:1; 1 Th 5:13-14.

    God requires His people to work to provide for their own needs, and to provide for those who can’t support themselves – in the spiritual sphere as well as in the physical sphere, Rom 14:1-2, 21; 15:1; 1 Cor 1:27; 8:11-12; 9:22; 12:22; Gal 6:2; Cp 1 Cor 9:12; Eph 4:28. This isn’t to be a stern duty, but a joyful privilege of fellowshipping with their Father, God, who gives to all men generously, Mt 5:16, 44-48; 2 Cor 9:7; Eph 2:10; Jas 1:5; 1 Pet 2:12; 1 Jn 3:17-18. 

AND TO REMEMBER- Keep remembering, bearing in mind, remind oneself constantly. Live on the basis of this reality, and don’t forget or lose sight of it. THE WORDS OF THE LORD JESUS- This title Lord Jesus is used often in Acts, and especially in connection with Ephesus, 1:21; 4:33; 8:16; 11:17, 20; 15:11, 26; 16:31; 19:5, 13, 17; 20:21, 24. 35. HOW HE/himself SAID- This is a rare instance of a saying of Jesus being quoted in Scripture that isn’t recorded in our Gospels, but Lk 6:38 is relevant. Cp Jn 20:30-31. 

IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE- This isn’t condemning the receiving half of fellowship – they are inseparable. As God is THE Giver it’s better to aim at being a giver, than to aim at being a receiver.
 Paul had given himself in sacrificial labour for them, but His Lord had given His life’s blood for them, 20:28. Giving can bring more happiness than receiving. It will bring the kind of joy one has when God rules one’s life and when one’s values are based on the values of His kingdom rather than on the values of this world. 

20:36-38 WHEN HE HAD said this HE KNEELED/knelt DOWN, AND PRAYED WITH THEM ALL- Paul closed his farewell exhortation by pointing them to the Lord and His words, and in response they knelt down together in the Lord’s presence. THEY ALL WEPT.. FELL ON PAUL’S NECKS/they embraced him.. KISSED HIM- Hugging and kissing the cheek was a normal display of affection between men at that time – and still is in some cultures. In greeting or farewelling, disciples kissed their master, as Judas did, Mt 26:49. And so did relations, hosts and guests etc. And on emotional occasions people would weep as in Gen 33:4; 45:14; 46:29; Ex 4:27; Lk 7:45; 15:20.

SORROWING/What grieved them MOST OF ALL FOR THE WORDS WHICH HE SPAKE/was his statement, THAT THEY SHOULD/would never SEE HIS FACE NO MORE/again- The warmth of Paul’s affection for converts is seen in his epistles, and they responded as here, and in Gal 4:15. AND/Then THEY ACCOMPANIED HIM UNTO/to THE SHIP. 

21:1-16 Paul’s Experiences on the Way to Jerusalem

 (This lists stopping places and interaction with the Christians they met, including some from the earliest days of the Church, Philip, Agabus and Mnason. Paul received more warnings that strengthened his conviction that he was heading for prison and hardship, and yet that he must brave the dangers and complete the work the Lord had laid on his heart.) 

21:1-7 AFTER WE HAD GOTTEN/torn ourselves away FROM THEM- It was difficult to get away from the clinging affection of the Ephesian elders, who were reluctant to be deprived permanently of Paul’s presence, teaching, help, etc. The word is used of the Lord’s withdrawing Himself from the disciples, Lk 22:41. sailed to COOS/Cos.. RHODES- These were the names of islands and of their chief city. PATARA.. FINDING/We found A SHIP SAILING/crossing OVER to PHENICIA/Phoenicia WE WENT ABOARD AND SET sail- They had been travelling on a small local vessel which went to sea only one day at a time. They now changed to a larger vessel to make the open-sea stage across to Tyre of about 600Km, which with good winds would take 3 or 4 days. This would be much quicker than sailing in a smaller boat that crept along the shore, and spent every night safely anchored in a port. 

WHEN WE HAD DISCOVERED/sighting CYPRUS, WE LEFT IT ON THE LEFT HAND/and passing to the south of it- Sailed past without stopping. on to SYRIA- Perhaps reaching the coast of Syria and turned south without stopping. Or perhaps saying “Syria” because Phoenicia was part of the province of Syria. LANDED AT TYRE.. TO unload ITS BURDEN/cargo- They probably took on a new load as they spent a week there. As with Ephesus, Paul’s determination to get to Jerusalem for Pentecost, 20:16, meant that he avoided calling in at Antioch as he would find it hard to break free from there. 

FINDING DISCIPLES- Paul was looking up Christians he knew were there. As the area had been first evangelised by converted Grecian/Hellenist Jews, 11:19, they would enjoy fellowshipping with Paul and his party, as in 15:3. we stayed with them SEVEN DAYS- By travelling on a large ship Paul had saved time so could afford to wait until it had unloaded. WHO SAID TO PAUL THROUGH THE SPIRIT THAT/they urged Paul HE SHOULD NOT GO UP/on TO JERUSALEM- In 20:23 Paul said that in every city the Holy Spirit warned him of suffering and imprisonment. But this is the only time when it says the Spirit gave the Believers a message saying he was not to go to Jerusalem. See Appendix.

WE.. WENT/continued ON OUR WAY. The disciples, WIVES AND CHILDREN accompanied us.. ON THE SHORE/beach we knelt to pray- As in 20:36-38. This shows the close bond the Gospel created between Believers. The affectionate solemn farewell reinforces the picture of the importance of the Apostle Paul to Believers, and the importance of his visit to Jerusalem. After saying goodbye.. we went on board the SHIP.. landed at PTOLEMAIS- Other names for the town are Acre, and Accho. SALUTED/greeted THE brothers.. stayed.. a DAY. 

21:8-9 NEXT DAY.. CAME TO/reached CAESAREA- 40Km south down the coast. ENTERED/stayed at THE HOUSE OF PHILIP THE EVANGELIST- Evangelistes- One who spreads the Gospel, the Good News of salvation in Christ, as Philip did, 8:5, 12, 35, 40. This word is used only here and in Eph 4:11; 2 Tim 4:5. ONE OF THE SEVEN- 6:1-6. He was last mentioned as arriving at Caesarea, 8:40. Now 25 years later he was living there. He may have centred his ministry around that city as it and the surrounding country had many Jews and Gentiles to witness to. He would have been able to give Luke information about the early days of the church as recorded in the opening chapters of Acts. 

He HAD FOUR unmarried DAUGHTERS, VIRGINS- They may have dedicated themselves to serving the Lord as unmarried women, 1 Cor 7:27-38; 11:5; 12:8-10. Cp Lk 2:36-38. Or the fact that they were unmarried may be mentioned to explain why they were all living at home. who prophesied- The words suggest they were in the habit of prophesying, not that they prophesied on this occasion. They were gifted by the Holy Spirit to receive messages directly from the Lord to pass on to others. We’re not told where they prophesied, 
or what their prophesying was about. Perhaps it was rather like those of Elisabeth and Mary, Lk 1:40-55. Or, as daughters of an evangelist, they may have spread the Gospel among women under circumstances that would have excluded a male evangelist. For OT Prophetesses see Ex 15:20; Jdg 4:4; 2 Ki 22:14; Neh 6:14. 

21:10-11 After we had been THERE MANY/a number of DAYS- With the uncertainties of sea travel – fickle winds, storms, etc, behind them they knew how much time they needed to complete the journey, and could rest for a few days. CAME DOWN FROM JUDEA- The word means the land of the Jews. To the Romans Caesarea was the capital of Judea, but its population was largely Gentile. To Law-keeping Jews, Jerusalem and the area around it were Judea.

A PROPHET NAMED AGABUS- Mentioned in 11:28. We aren’t told what Agabus had done since then. HE TOOK PAUL’S belt, AND BOUND/tied HIS OWN HANDS AND FEET with it- As some of the OT prophets had done Agabus acted out, his prophecy, 1 Ki 11:28-33; Cp Jer 19:1-13; Ezek 4:1-17, etc. (A foolish commentator said it’s impossible to tie oneself up, but all Agabus needed to do was to loop the belt around his own ankles and wrists, to be an effective symbol.) 

SAID THUS SAITH THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit says- The solemn introduction to a message in the OT was Thus says the Lord.. as in Ex 4:22; Isa 10:24, etc. SO/In this way SHALL THE JEWS OF JERUSALEM will BIND the owner of this belt- Paul had been warned that bonds and hardships awaited him, 20:22-23. SHALL DELIVER HIM INTO THE HANDS OF/hand him over to THE GENTILES- The physical and verbal attacks of the Jews would result in Paul being imprisoned by the Romans. (The Lord Jesus had prophesied this of Himself, Mt 20:19; Mk 10:33. In a sense Paul as the Lord’s servant was treated as his Lord had been, Mt 10:25.

21:12-14 WHEN WE heard this, WE, and the people there pleaded with Paul NOT TO GO UP TO JERUSALEM- At times we may find that in doing God’s will we have to resist friends who want us to avoid suffering as in Mt 16:22. But generally we should be willing to pay attention to the pleadings of those who love us, and these people were distressed that Paul’s usefulness in the Lord’s service might soon be reduced by imprisonment, or cut short in death. Paul’s life was ruled by zeal and willingness to suffer for the Lord’s work and the good of others. But the record shows he obeyed his Lord’s command given in Mt 10:16-17, and took all reasonable steps to ensure he lived on to serve the Lord, 20:3; 22:2, 25; 23:16-22; 25:11; 27:9-10, 31. 

PAUL ANSWERED Why are you weeping and breaking- A very strong word which originally meant to grind down to powder, or to pound wet clothes on a rock to get them clean as washerwomen did. my HEART- In Hebrew thought the heart was the seat of the will rather than of the affections. So it means they were pounding at his conviction that he must go to Jerusalem, and weakening his resolve to serve the Lord by going there. Their pleading added to his emotional distress. 

    Paul wasn’t indifferent to criticism, especially when people tried to convince him that he wasn’t doing God’s will. But he assured them their weeping and pleading was in vain FOR I AM READY NOT only TO BE BOUND, BUT ALSO TO DIE AT/in JERUSALEM- God’s servants were likely to be murdered there, Lk 11:49-51; 13:33-34. FOR THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS- Cp Peter and John, 5:41. Paul had a clear conscience, convinced that in going to Jerusalem he was doing his Lord’s will, and was ready to suffer all possible unpleasant consequences in doing that. Cp Rom 15:31. Paul, like the Lord had set his face to go to Jerusalem, Lk 9:51.

WE CEASED/gave up, SAYING/said the Lord’s will BE DONE- This isn’t apathetic resignation. The meaning is that they accepted Paul’s verdict, and would join him in praying that God’s will be done in the matter.
 Cp the Lord’s prayer in Gethsemane, Lk 22:42. His travelling companions and the local Believers realised that Paul’s sincere conviction placed him beyond their advice or criticism – and beyond our criticism. They may not have been convinced that it was the Lord’s will that he should go, but they realised that they must leave it to the Lord to work out as His servant Paul was eager to do his Lord’s will. The thought of Paul risking his life, and their losing the benefit of his continued ministry, Phil 1:24, was hard to bear but he must be allowed to go on to Jerusalem. Cp Mt 6:10. 

21:15-16 AFTER THOSE DAYS/this- As in 1:15; 6:1. these words mark a new development. Paul’s Missionary Journeys were ended and his trials and defensive explanations will take us to the end of Acts. We got ready AND WENT UP TO JERUSALEM- About 100Km. 

Some DISCIPLES from CAESAREA accompanied us AND BROUGHT WITH THEM/us to the home of MNASON- Probably Manasseh in Hebrew. OF/from CYPRUS- In Cyprus he would have lived among Gentiles so he would know how to look after the Gentile Christians with Paul.
 It would have been unreasonable to ask conservative Jewish Believers to be their hosts in Jerusalem. He may have been one of the Hellenistic Jews driven from Jerusalem after Stephen was stoned to death, but having retained his house there, returned from time to time. WITH WHOM/where WE SHOULD LODGE were to stay. AN OLD/early DISCIPLE- Perhaps one of the 120, 1:15, or a Jew from Cyprus converted at Pentecost. He could give Luke information he needed in writing Acts 1-12. 

21:17-26 Paul Visits James & the Church – Plans to Lessen Jewish Objection to Paul

(The leadership of the Jerusalem church welcomed Paul and the Gentile Believers, and their large financial contribution. Luke mentions this briefly in 24:17, but we learn more from Paul’s letters, Rom 15:22-29; 1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8-9; Gal 2:10. Paul’s hopes and fears expressed in asking for the prayers of the Roman believers were appropriate. The Jerusalem elders praised God for the progress of the Gospel among the Gentiles, and assured Paul that they stood by their decision set out in 15:19-31. But the situation in the Jerusalem church was their main responsibility and they were under heavy pressure from the Pharisee believers, and behind them, the Pharisee non-believers. They felt that Paul must take a definite step of confessing conformity to Jewish OT Law to counteract the anti-Paul propaganda of the Pharisees. 

In Acts 15 the Christian Pharisees had tried to limit church membership to Jews only and failed, but they were determined that all Christian Jews must keep the Law. Their enthusiasm for Law-keeping had been rewarded by the conversion of many Jews, and their ideas were dominant in the congregation. Commitment to any sectarian viewpoint makes even godly Believers accept slanders that contain half-truths. Their anti-Gentile viewpoint had made them willing to accept distorted views of Paul’s teachings. Many Jewish Christians feared that the main effect of Paul’s work was to discredit Moses and the Law, and get Jews to abandon them and become like the Gentiles.
 Quoting the decision about Gentiles, in 21:25, may have been hinting that this was the limit they could go in supporting Paul and his work as it was as far as they could get the congregation to follow them.

Paul accepted the plans of the leaders of the Jerusalem church. They hoped Paul would gain goodwill by being with devout Jews and paying for the sacrifices that completed their vows. But Jews from Asia accused him of taking Gentiles into the Temple. This had little to do with his obeying the Jerusalem Christians, as he probably would have visited the temple without that. See Appendix II. Some have complained that the Jerusalem Believers did nothing to help rescue Paul from the Mob or from the Romans. But all they had done for their dearly loved Apostle Peter was pray, and there is no reason to doubt that they prayed for Paul. 

As Paul states later in Phil 1:7 in these trial situations he was set for the defence and confirmation of the Gospel. We have his answer to the Jewish people and Sanhedrin, 21-23, The Roman authorities, 24-25, and the world at large, 26.
 And as Christianity must face the Roman Empire, Paul ends the series of trials with an appeal, as a Roman citizen, to the Roman Emperor. The final response of the Emperor Nero was negative – he in effect declared war on Christians.) 

21:17-19 WHEN WE WERE COME TO/arrived at JERUSALEM, THE BRETHREN/brothers- The Christians who met them, the household and friends of their host Mnason, RECEIVED US GLADLY/warmly- These would have been Hellenistic Christian Jews. The greater concern for which Paul had felt the need of prayer support, Rom 15:30-31, was his meeting with the Elders and conservative members of the Jerusalem church - and being delivered from Jewish enemies. 

The next day PAUL and.. US went to see JAMES, AND ALL THE ELDERS WERE PRESENT- James was a leader among the elders at Jerusalem, 12:17; 15:13. Paul and those with him made a formal visit to James and the leadership of the Jerusalem church. This church had now matured and settled down into the normal church pattern, under local Elders. If any Apostles were at Jerusalem at this time, they must have been included among the elders. They may all have been away doing their God-appointed task of witnessing for Christ, spreading the Gospel to the ends of the earth, 1:8. 

HE DECLARED PARTICULARLY/reported in detail- Literally he told one by one all the THINGS THE LORD HAD WROUGHT/God had done AMONG THE GENTILES BY/through HIS MINISTRY- What God had done among the Gentiles by the work which Paul and his fellow-workers did. Although the monetary gifts aren’t mentioned,
 they would be a concrete expression of what God in the Gospel had achieved – turned unclean Gentiles into brothers in Christ. And broken down the barriers of hatred and despising between Jews and Gentiles. Paul’s words were backed by responsible Godly Gentiles bringing their charitable gifts as proof of their love for the Gospel, the Lord and His Jewish people – this would be convincing. 

21:20-21 AND WHEN THEY HEARD IT THEY GLORIFIED/praised THE LORD/God- The news that so many Gentiles had been won to Christ, and so many churches made up largely of Gentiles were flourishing and spreading would bring joy to the heart of any true Believer. Paul’s detailed report of what he had taught, and the fact that Jewish Christians continued to follow the Law and Jewish customs generally, would be reassuring.

They SAID to Paul You see BROTHER- They drew Paul’s attention to the situation in Jerusalem. It was easy to praise God for good news of His work in far away lands, but it didn’t take their minds off the local situation. MANY THOUSANDS OF JEWS.. WHO BELIEVE/have believed- The report of God’s work in Jerusalem was good. God was working wonderfully there at the heart of Jewish fanaticism for the OT Religion and nationalistic, anti-Gentile patriotism. Thousands were coming to faith in Christ, but their godliness was centred on Jewishness. They saw themselves as a remnant of Israel glorifying God in Christ Jesus and rejoiced in that. They wouldn’t easily find joy in Paul’s news as they had heard a very different description of his work. These many thousands of Jewish Believers would include those in Judea, and in Parthia/Babylon, Gal 2:7-8; 1 Pet 5:13. Many of these would be at Jerusalem for the Feast. 

THEY ARE ALL of them are ZEALOUS- Zelotes OF THE LAW- In the LXX OT Zelotes is used for God’s “Jealousy-Zeal,” Ex 20:5; 34:14; Deu 4:24; 5:9; 6:15; Nah 1:2, but in NT times Zelotes was used of those fanatically opposed to the Romans, 1:13; Lk 6:15. The Jewish rulers hated Christians like Stephen and Paul but seem to have been tolerating Christian Jews who showed enthusiasm for the Law, the Temple and traditional customs.

THEY ARE/have been INFORMED THAT you teach ALL THE JEWS who live AMONG THE GENTILES TO FORSAKE/turn away- Apostasia from MOSES- You are teaching apostasy from Moses and the Law. This was a hostile, distorted view of Paul’s message and activities. But the Pharisees insisted that any failure to obey all their additions to the Law was apostasy. Paul taught that the Law wasn’t sufficient for salvation, or even an essential part of it - that was to them enough to brand him as an apostate and a blasphemer. They had called Paul’s Lord that also, Mt 26:65; Jn 9:16, 24; 10:33. Jerusalem Jews felt superior to Jews in Gentile lands, and were worried about the tendency to lose their Jewishness. Cp accusations against Stephen, 6:13-14. “False Brethren” within the church, Gal 2:4, might well “feel it was their duty to Moses and to God” to misreport what Paul taught, and to report Paul’s presence to violent Jewish opponents of Paul. 

SAYING THEY OUGHT/telling them NOT CIRCUMCISE THEIR CHILDREN- This was a slander, but he did teach that one isn’t saved by circumcision and Law-keeping, and that living in fellowship with God doesn’t depend on such things, Gal 6:15. Nothing in Acts 15 suggests that Jews should stop circumcising and Law-keeping. We know from Paul’s letters that he never opposed circumcision and Law-keeping by Jewish Christians.
 In fact he himself conformed to these by having Timothy circumcised, 16:3. Cp 1 Cor 9:20, etc. 

NEITHER WALK AFTER/or live according to THE CUSTOMS- The things Pharisees added to the law given to Moses, which sometimes contradicted God’s commands, Mt 15:3-6; Mk 7:13. These were related to Jewish cultural identity, but often were of no help to the life of faith. Cp 6:14; 15:1; 26:3; 28:17. (This is relevant to converts and many of their customs, in all ages.) Cp 16:21. 

21:22-24 What shall we do- The question is like that in 1 Cor 14:26. What is the appropriate action to solve this problem? Unless something was done it was going to be difficult to convince the Jewish Believers that the Pharisee’s accusations against Paul were false. The Elders had already decided what would be the best thing to do, and would ask Paul to do it. THE MULTITUDE.. Hear you have COME- The crowds of Zealous-for-the Law Christians at Jerusalem were bound to raise this issue when they heard that Paul was in town. So James and the elders wanted to get this demonstration going promptly. 

DO.. WE SAY/what we tell you- They were deeply worried about the situation. They knew their decision in 15:23-29, was the decision of the Holy Spirit, and they must not go back on it. But the Church in Jerusalem was under constant threat from the increasingly fanatical anti-Gentile attitude of the population – the zeal that would erupt soon in rebellion against Rome and end in the destruction of Jerusalem and its Temple. It was only the devotion to the Law of the local Christians that allowed them to be tolerated as a group of Messianic Jews, and to continue to win converts. Actions may be the best answers to slanders. The Jerusalem church leadership considered a public demonstration of Law-keeping by Paul was the best way to prove the accusations to be unjustified slander. 

There are FOUR MEN with us WHO HAVE made A VOW- Individuals could make different kinds of personal vows, as Paul had, 18:18. But that four men had taken the same vow means this was probably a Nazirite vow – a vow by which men set themselves apart to God and made it visible by not drinking wine, eating grapes etc, or shaving their heads. In Samson’s case the vow was life-long, but the Rabbis said a Nazirite vow might be for as little as 30 days. 

TAKE these men, AND PURIFY THYSELF WITH THEM/join in their purification rites- Literally be made holy with them.
 This idea may make little sense to us today, but at that time, and in many cultures still, people could voluntarily become associated for some spiritual purpose. Above all we have our Lord identifying Himself with us humans, and becoming sin for us, etc. Although Paul had just arrived in Jerusalem he was to identify himself with them (count himself as the same as them) by joining in the purification rites associated with the ending of their vow, and paying the costs. If Paul did this Jews would be encouraged to accept him and the truth about him, 1 Cor 9:19-23, and the Gospel he preached.

BE AT CHARGES WITH THEM/pay their expenses, so THAT THEY MAY SHAVE/can have THEIR HEADS shaved- Pay the cost of the sacrifices required in ending their vow, Num 6:13-21, and, if purification was needed, the sacrifices in Num 6:10-12. It seems that these men couldn’t afford to pay for the sacrifices so they had to remain under the vow. AND ALL MAY/Then everybody will KNOW THAT THOSE THINGS.. ARE NOTHING/there is no truth in these reports about you- Everyone will know that you have been falsely accused. 

BUT.. are living in obedience to THE LAW- As Paul says he did when among Jews, 1 Cor 9:20. Paul’s actions have been criticised, but see Appendix 2. Paul lived and preached the Gospel truth that God had replaced the Old Covenant of Law obedience, with the New Covenant of the Spirit and Grace. If we read God’s Word with unbiased, humble minds we can understand why Paul agreed to do this. 

21:25 AS TOUCHING/for THE GENTILES THAT BELIEVE/Gentile believers WE HAVE WRITTEN to them our decision THAT THEY OBSERVE NO SUCH THING- The Elders made clear that what they had asked Paul to do didn’t mean they were asking him to change the Gospel message he preached. They hoped that Paul’s action would ease the tension between Law-oriented Jewish Believers, and Gentile Believers. In the face of the demands of the Pharisee Christians, 15:1, 5, they were still insisting that Gentile Christians must not be compelled to become Jews. But they were also insisting that Jews must not be compelled to become Gentiles. 

    The Jerusalem elders had a loyalty, in Christ, to the many Law-obedient Jewish Christians - which required them to make this clear. They accepted Paul’s role as Apostle to the Gentiles but expected him to use his influence to protect the status of Law-obedient Jews in those churches – ones with weak-sensitive consciences - as he did in Rom 14:1-15:10. Their concern was with the right, and desirability, of Jewish Christians everywhere to continue to keep the Law and customs, as far as this was compatible with the Decree sent out in chapter 15. 

KEEP/abstain FROM food OFFERED/sacrificed TO IDOLS.. FROM BLOOD.. FROM meat of STRANGLED animals, AND FROM FORNICATION/sexual immorality .

21:26 The next day PAUL TOOK THE MEN and purified HIMSELF along WITH THEM- Paul did what the local elders asked, although he may have had reservations about the probable results. All preachers, teachers, and other travellers should generally allow themselves to be guided by the judgment of the elders of any church they are visiting. Then he WENT INTO THE TEMPLE TO SIGNIFY/give notification.. when THE DAYS OF PURIFICATION would end.. 

21:27-40 Paul’s Arrest & Dealings with Roman Guards

(What Luke writes of Jewish crowds rioting, and the prompt intervention by the Roman garrison in the Antonia Fortress overlooking the Temple fits well with all we know from secular and Jewish history of the times. Paul was accused of speaking against Jews, God’s Law, etc, 21:28, but in fact he taught that Gentile Christians should love Jews, Rom 11:17-32. And he had brought a generous gift from them for the poor of Jerusalem.)

21:27-30 WHEN THE SEVEN DAYS WERE ALMOST ENDED/nearly over some JEWS from the province OF ASIA- Men he had clashed with in Ephesus, 19:8-9, who had come for the Feast. SAW Paul at THE TEMPLE.. STIRRED UP ALL THE PEOPLE/the whole crowd LAID HANDS ON/seized HIM- There were great crowds at Jerusalem, and they were in an excited patriotic mood in which it took very little to start a riot protesting against any possible insult to their religion. Josephus mentions this sort of thing several times in his writings. Jews like these would have been spreading slanders against Paul such as those in 21:21. 

Shouting MEN OF ISRAEL, HELP us THIS.. MAN teaches ALL MEN EVERYWHERE AGAINST THE/our PEOPLE- The Greek word is used in the LXX to mean the people of God. The Jews thought of themselves as being the only people important to God! THE/our LAW, AND THIS PLACE
- Cp Stephen, 6:13-14. Christ Himself had been accused of threatening to destroy the Temple, Mk 14:58. The Temple, its holiness and its importance in their dealings with God was the magnet which had drawn thousands of Jews to Jerusalem for this feast. Any suspicion that the Temple and its God had been insulted would bring instant fanatical anger.
 

BROUGHT GREEKS INTO THE TEMPLE.. defiled THIS HOLY PLACE- They were not talking about the Temple building, but the courts around it. The outer court was called the court of the Gentiles because anyone could go that far. Across it there was a middle wall of partition, Eph 2:14. Along this barrier were tablets (two are now in museums) stating in Greek and Latin that any Gentile who went further in would be killed, and would be to blame for his own death. The Roman authorities had authorised this instant killing, and the mob would have been entitled to murder Trophimus if he had entered the inner temple court – and possibly Paul as well if he had been with him. An alcove of the second court was where Nazirites boiled their peace offering, and shaved their heads – it may have been there that the Asian Jews caught Paul.

THEY HAD SEEN.. TROPHIMUS AN/the EPHESIAN in the city with Paul- They had seen him with Paul in Ephesus, and recognised him when they saw him with Paul in Jerusalem. WHOM THEY SUPPOSED/assumed PAUL HAD BROUGHT INTO THE TEMPLE area- When men allow themselves to hate others they are eager to believe the worst about them and slander them. This happens even among God’s people when fleshly zeal for God and His Word stirs up jealousy and hatred. Those of us who try to honour the Lord by functioning as New Testament Churches are shocked when we read what some “Early Brethren” said about each other. This should warn us against our own temptation to speak evil of those with whom we disagree. 

THE PEOPLE RAN/came running TOGETHER/from all directions- Cp the excited response in 2:6; 3:11; 16:22; 17:5; 19:29. seizing Paul dragged HIM OUT.. THE DOORS/gates- The gates into the sacred inner courts. WERE SHUT- The Priest Officer in charge of the Temple, 5:24, would do this to prevent rioting damaging the Temple. It would make it impossible for Paul to claim refuge there if he escaped the mob. Cp 1 Ki 1:50-53; 2:28-32. As the mob had him now in the outer court where Gentiles were allowed they could murder him without making the holy part of the temple unclean.

21:31-34 While they were trying TO KILL HIM news reached THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander- Chiliarchos- An army officer in charge of about 1000 men of the Roman troops- The equivalent officer in a modern army would be a Colonel in charge of a regiment. THAT ALL/the whole city of JERUSALEM WAS IN AN UPROAR- Guards were always on duty in the tower of Antonia keeping watch over the Temple courts. Their job was to report instantly any disturbance so that the Roman soldiers could dash down into the court of the Gentiles and check the rioting crowd before it became large enough to block the streets. WHO IMMEDIATELY/He at once TOOK some officers and SOLDIERS AND RAN DOWN to the crowd- The two centurions might have had as many as 200 Roman soldiers with them. CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander.. TOOK/arrested HIM AND COMMANDED/ordered HIM TO BE BOUND WITH TWO CHAINS- Probably each wrist chained to a soldier so that he was held secure between them. Cp 21:11. DEMANDED/asked WHO HE WAS AND WHAT HE HAD DONE. 

WHEN HE/since the commander COULD NOT KNOW THE CERTAINTY/get at the truth FOR THE TUMULT/because of the uproar- That many different opinions were being shouted isn’t surprising as it was a prejudiced opinion and a malicious lie that had started the riot, 21:28-29. This bewilderment on the part of the Roman authorities continued, 22:30; 25:26. Paul later pointed out that he didn’t start the uproar, but was the victim of it, 24:18. COMMANDED HIM TO/ordered that Paul BE CARRIED/taken INTO THE CASTLE/barracks- Two flights of steps led up to the Fortress of Antonia, which stood north of the Temple and held soldiers to keep law and order there, right in the heart of Jerusalem. 

21:35-41 WHEN HE/Paul reached THE STAIRS/steps- That led from the court of the Gentiles into the Fortress. THE VIOLENCE- The word is used also in 5:26; 24:7; 27:41. was so great he had to be carried by the soldiers– Not because Paul was crippled by the beating, but to demonstrate that the mob couldn’t take a prisoner like Paul away from them. FOR THE MULTITUDE/crowd.. kept shouting AWAY WITH HIM- Shouting their intention to kill him, inciting each other to take him from the Romans and kill him. 

PAUL.. SAID.. MAY I say something to you? Do you SPEAK GREEK- To speak Greek was accepted as meaning that a man was a civilised person. Aren’t you the EGYPTIAN.. UPROAR/revolt- In his writings Josephus mentions that earlier in the Governorship of Felix, an Egyptian had claimed to be a miracle-working prophet, and persuaded a crowd of 30,000 (Josephus exaggerates wildly) people to go with him to the top of the Mt of Olives. He had said that at his command the walls of Jerusalem would fall down as the walls of Jericho had. They didn’t and the Roman soldiers scattered the mob, killing 400, and arresting 200, but the Egyptian disappeared. The Commander assumed he had reappeared and the mob were attacking him as a deceiver who had caused the death of their friends. led FOUR THOUSAND terrorists- Sikarios- Dagger men. Men who carried daggers hidden in their clothes ready to kill people, so terrorists. They were determined to de-stabilise the country by killing Romans and Jews who helped the Romans. 

PAUL SAID/answered, I AM.. A JEW OF/from TARSUS IN CILICIA- He was a Jew, so was entitled to be in the Temple. A CITIZEN OF NO MEAN/ordinary CITY- Tarsus was famous as an educational centre, and to be a citizen of Tarsus required one to hold substantial property. Even if it means only that Paul was a resident, not a citizen, that he came from a well-known city implied he was a civilised, educated person, not an irresponsible fanatic. And entitled to be treated with respect. (The status of the Jewish communities in Gentile cities varied widely, but individual Jews who were prominent in some cities could be granted citizenship.)

Please SUFFER/let ME TO SPEAK UNTO/to THE PEOPLE- It may seem unusual for the Commander to allow someone he had rescued from the mob to address them. God’s over-ruling is a sufficient reason, but God tends to use human factors. Paul was a strong character, and in confused situations tended to take the lead and be taken notice of, as in 16:35-39; 27:21-26, 30-36. Romans tended to have a sense of fair play 25:16, and although Paul had been beaten up he spoke confidently as an educated man. And the Commander might have hoped to learn the cause of the riot. That Paul wanted to witness to those who had been trying to kill him fits well with his words in Rom 10:1-4.

WHEN.. GIVEN HIM LICENCE/Having received the commander’s permission. PAUL STOOD.. SPAKE UNTO/said to THEM IN HEBREW/Aramaic- As in 1:19; 22:2; 26:14; Jn 5:2. Hebrew was a dialect of Aramaic, and Jewish scholars and some religious Jews still used it (I have read that our Lord’s words from the Cross are given in Hebrew in Mt 27:46, as Eli, Eli.. but in Aramaic Eloi, Eloi.. in Mk 15:34.) Aramaic was the common language in Israel, Syria and further East in Parthia (modern Iraq and Iran) from which many of the Jewish pilgrims would have come.

22:1-21 Paul Faces the Mob & he Witnesses

(Paul had been accused of defiling the Temple and teaching apostasy from the Jewish faith. Instead of getting into an argument about that he showed that the accusations were ridiculous – he was a Jew who shared their zeal for God, the Law, and the Temple. This kind of speech explaining and defending one’s actions was called an Apologia. Paul followed its usual pattern - he explained who he was, and that he had been brought up to keep God’s Law and trained by the great Pharisee Rabbi Gamaliel. Paul had been a Pharisee zealot and only a clear intervention by God, Christ revealing Himself in  Glory, had stopped him persecuting Christians. 

To help them listen he emphasised that Ananias was respected by Jews as a devout man, and that he spoke in the name of the God of the Jewish fathers. (He says nothing of his clashes with the Jews of Damascus.)
 Paul had returned to Jerusalem, and it was while as a devout Jew he was worshipping in the Temple, God had spoken to him. He had told God that he wished to be a witness to Jews, here in Jerusalem, and it was God who had sent him out to witness to the Gentiles. To proud and fiercely patriotic Jews Paul’s great sin was that he had taught, with evident success, that Gentiles uncircumcised and without Law-keeping, were in Christ, equally acceptable to God as Law-keeping Jews. They would listen to him no longer. They rejected Paul as they had rejected his Master, and so confirmed the rightness of God’s rejection of them, Jn 15:18-25. 

22:1-3 MEN BRETHREN/Brothers AND FATHERS- Paul addresses the men of his own age group in the crowd, and also the older men. He speaks in a formal, respectful manner. listen to MY DEFENCE- Apologia- My explanation of what I believe and do, and why I am sure that I’m not being disloyal to God and His Law. See how Apologia is used in 25:16; 1 Cor 9:3; Phil 1:7, 17; 2 Tim 4:16; 1 Pet 3:15. 

WHEN THEY HEARD.. IN HEBREW/Aramaic THEY KEPT THE MORE SILENCE/became very quiet)- As any nationalistic group would if spoken to in their own language, even though they may have understood Greek. They had been attacking him because they had been told he was an enemy of their culture, but by using their language he was showing loyalty to his culture. If it was Hebrew he spoke they would have had to listen very carefully as generally only Rabbis, or possibly fanatically patriotic Jews, were fluent in it. But they were quiet only in the sense that they were like cats, waiting to pounce. 

I AM.. A JEW- Paul starts his explanation with the standard three points – birth, upbringing, education. BORN IN TARSUS.. CILICIA- His being a citizen of Tarsus, 21:39, would have been inherited, as was his Roman citizenship, 22:28. YET/but BROUGHT UP- This word generally refers to early childhood, so this seems to say that Paul was reared in Jerusalem itself. His father may have earned his living in business at Tarsus, but been rich enough to have a house in Jerusalem as well, so the family had the benefit of spending time at the heart of Jewish religious life. Paul’s sister’s son was now in Jerusalem, 23:16.

IN THIS CITY AT THE FEET OF/under- The Rabbi sat on a stool, his students sat on the floor in front of him – in respectful submission, 5:2; 10:25. GAMALIEL- The most honoured Rabbi at the time. Paul had been born outside the land of promise, but had grown up and been given the best possible Jewish education at the heart of God’s people. He had lived in Jerusalem among enthusiastic young rabbis and had no friendly contact with disciples of Jesus, Gal 1:22.

TAUGHT ACCORDING TO THE PERFET MANNER OF/thoroughly trained in THE LAW- He had received strict instruction in the full details of the Law and what it required. According to the strict letter of the Law, 24:12. Cp 25:8; 28:17; Mk 7:3; Gal 1:14. OF THE/our FATHERS- The Law God gave to Moses written in the OT. 

ZEALOUS TOWARD/for GOD as any of you ARE THIS DAY/today- Paul was devoted to God and His Law and gave Himself to God and His work as much as any of them did. What he is, believes, and does is based on devotion to God, His Law etc, but has developed from it because God intervened in his life to make that change. Paul credited the Jews who opposed him with devotion to God, and acknowledged that it was a worthy motive, though their zeal was misdirected, 26:5; Rom 10:2; Gal 1:14. His zeal for Jewish Law and customs had been displayed in persecuting those who preached the Gospel, Phil 3:4-7. Cp 9:1; 26:10. 

22:4-5 I PERSECUTED the followers of THIS WAY- The Way of Christ and the Gospel as in 9:2; 19:9, 23. By calling the church by a neutral term this Way he avoided giving needless offence, 1 Cor 10:32. It isn’t God’s will that His servants be confrontational, 2 Tim 2:24-26. Paul wasn’t antagonising them by speaking to his hearers as if he was innocent and his hearers were guilty. (as some preachers do.) Paul is saying that his hatred of those who believed in Christ and preached His Gospel as Stephen had done, was just as murderous as their hatred for him right then. He confesses that he is as guilty as they are, except that God in grace had spoken to him, and transformed him from a Gospel persecutor into a Gospel preacher. He wants them to receive God’s grace too. 

UNTO/to their DEATH- 9:2-3; 26:10. Cp Mk 14:34; Phil 2:8, 30; Rev 2:10; 12:11. His attitude was murderous, but we know of his involvement in the death of Stephen only. Ordinarily Paul’s persecuting would have been limited to synagogue beatings, 22:19; 26:11, but that might kill some people. BINDING/Arresting AND DELIVERING/throwing them  INTO PRISONS- Paul had proved his zeal by his actions. 
AS THE HIGH PRIEST.. WITNESS.. THE ELDERS/council- Presbuterion The elderhood.
 Used of the Sanhedrin here and Lk 22:66. It’s used of the Christian elderhood in 1 Tim 4:14. They wouldn’t have been willing – if still alive - to stand with Paul as witnesses for his defence. But Paul is saying they know that what he is saying is true. RECEIVED LETTERS.. TO their brothers in DAMASCUS– Jews in Damascus. TO BRING these people BOUND/as prisoners to JERUSALEM TO BE PUNISHED- By the Sanhedrin on whose behalf Paul had been acting.

22:6-12 ABOUT NOON as I came near to Damascus- He was travelling, wide awake, and the vividness of the experience and the light was against the full light of the natural world. Up to this point what he had said was verifiable by their highest authorities, but now he was giving witness to his personal experience of the grace of God that had transformed his life. Paul’s transformed life was the evidence that what he said was true. 
SUDDENLY THERE SHONE FROM HEAVEN A GREAT/bright LIGHT/flashed around ME- The brightness of Heavenly Glory in which God the Son had revealed Himself outshone the brightness of the sun blazing in its noonday glory. Cp 7:2, 55; 2 Cor 3:18-4:7. I FELL to THE GROUND, AND HEARD A VOICE.. SAUL, SAUL, WHY PERSECUTEST THOU/do you persecute ME- In broad daylight God had revealed Himself and spoken to Paul in such an overpowering way that it left Paul lying on the ground, blinded. I ANSWERED, WHO are you LORD? HE SAID.. I AM JESUS OF NAZARETH- As in 2:22; 3:6; 4:10; 6:14; 10:38; 26:9. 
THEY THAT WERE WITH ME/My companions SAW.. THE LIGHT- Taken with 9:7 we understand that the flash registered on their senses, although they saw nothing of Jesus the Lord speaking from Glory, 1 Cor 15:8. BUT THEY HEARD/did NOT understand THE VOICE OF HIM who was speaking TO ME- They didn’t understand what was said to Paul, didn’t receive the message the words spoken conveyed. Although they heard the sound of someone speaking to Paul.
 

WHAT SHALL I DO LORD I asked- Paul’s words confessed his willingness to serve the One who was speaking to him. He put himself totally at His command. Get up THE LORD SAID.. GO INTO DAMASCUS. AND THERE you will BE TOLD.. THE THINGS WHICH ARE APPOINTED/you have been assigned- Tasso- To place in order, arrange, appoint, as in 13:48; 15:2; 28:23; Rom 13:1. As Tasso is in the perfect tense here it refers to the eternal purposes of God in which He had intervened in Paul’s life, and which as Paul responded he would find he was able to achieve.

I COULD NOT SEE.. THE GLORY/brilliance OF THAT LIGHT had blinded me- The Light, and the Glory of God are ways of describing God’s manifest and effective presence in the world, Lk 2:9, 14; 9:31-32. Cp 2 Cor 4:6. My companions LED me BY THE HAND.. into DAMASCUS.
22:12-14 ANANIAS.. A DEVOUT MAN ACCORDING TO/observer of THE LAW- A person who genuinely worshipped God by obeying the Law. Tabitha and Cornelius, 9:36; 10:2. The helpful interpretation-explanation-application Paul received after the vision wasn’t from an apostate Jew, but by a man who was living a godly life as defined by the Law. (Paul doesn’t mention to them that Ananias was also a Believer in the Lord Jesus, 9:17. He was avoiding mentioning facts which might stop them being willing to listen.) HAVING A GOOD REPORT OF/highly respected by ALL THE JEWS IN DAMASCUS/living there- Ananias was the kind of man who would be approved by the devout Jews in the audience. The character and reputation of Ananias made him a suitable man to confirm to a Jewish audience the reality and nature of Paul’s conversion. 

He STOOD beside me AND SAID.. BROTHER SAUL- Ananias greeted Paul as being already a brother in Christ, a born-again Believer. Once again we see that salvation is an individual dealing between God and man, not something for which there is a correct formula to make it effective – the Pharisees treated pleasing God under the Old Covenant of the Law as being that. RECEIVE your SIGHT.. I LOOKED UP UPON HIM/I was able to see him- The brief statement conveys two meanings – to look up, and to regain sight. Not only was Paul’s conversion experience confirmed by a godly man, approved by the Jews at Damascus, but also God Himself had shown His approval by granting, at the word of Ananias, the miracle of instant restoration of sight. 

Then HE SAID, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS- As in 3:13; 5:30; 7:52. Jews who resented Paul’s conversion and resisted the Gospel witness were resenting and resisting the God of their fathers, as revealed in the OT and must face the consequences. has CHOSEN you- Paul was hand-picked for his life’s work. Cp 3:20. to KNOW HIS WILL- These words sum up what God had said to Ananaias concerning Saul in 9:15, although the wording is different. Christianity/the Gospel is a further revelation of God’s will beyond the OT. Paul & the Christians are the heirs of the OT and its promises. The work that he is chosen-foreordained to do is what 9:15 says he is the chosen vessel for. 22:15-16 records that Paul was told he was to witness to what God showed him. But here there is a greater truth that God had chosen Paul to receive the previously unknown truths of the Gospel, Jn 16:12; Eph 1:7-14; 3:3-21; 6:19-20; Col 1:24-2:2; 4:2-4. 

AND SEE- Cp 4:20; Jn 3:32; 1 Jn 1:30. To have seen the risen Lord Jesus was all-important to Paul. It confirmed to him the truth of the Gospel and gave him a sound basis on which to understand it and proclaim it. THAT JUST/the Righteous ONE- As in 3:14; 7:52; Lk 23:47. The One who fulfilled the Law perfectly, Mt 5:17. Paul refers to Jesus Christ by this name for the promised Messiah, without demanding yet that they acknowledge that the Messiah was Jesus of Nazareth who they had wickedly rejected and killed. Paul tactfully presented the truth in such a way that, instead of being automatically rejected, the Spirit could build on any repentant convictions that existed in some of them. That Jesus of Nazareth was the Righteous One God had  promised would come, proved how unrighteous the Christ-rejecting Jews were - in spite of their boasted devotion to God. 

AND.. HEAR THE VOICE OF/words from HIS MOUTH- The message didn’t come through a prophet, or through reading God’s written word the Bible. Paul had seen the risen Lord, 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8, and heard His voice, 26:16. The Righteous One had revealed himself to Paul directly, and spoken to him as He had spoken to Moses, Num 12:6-8. 

22:15-16 You will BE HIS WITNESS UNTO/to ALL MEN- Paul was added to the 12 Apostles as a witness to the resurrection, 1:8, 22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39; 13:31. OF WHAT you have SEEN AND HEARD- The things I reveal to you.
 This implies witness to the Gentiles, as does 1:8, but Paul is still conveying truth to them without raising needless offence by being confrontational. Paul was obeying the God of their fathers in his witness to them – would they accept that witness? 

What are you waiting for? ARISE/Get up AND BE BAPTISED- As in 9:18. Middle voice, Get yourself baptised. What Ananias said makes it clear that Paul, as the person being baptised, must make the decision to be baptised. Baptism is to take place as a decision by the person to be baptised, as part of his response to the saving intervention of God in His life, through the Word of God and the regenerative work of the Holy Spirit, Jn 3:2-7; 1 Cor 12:13. 

WASH AWAY your SINS away- That is have your sins forgiven and removed. Cp 1 Cor 6:11. As in 2:38 he must take action by being baptised in the name of Jesus, confessing publicly that he was now identified with the Lord Jesus, cutting himself off from his past Christ-rejecting life. Some of us may not be comfortable with this linking of baptism and the removal of sins, but it proclaims a blessed truth. Repentance (turning from sin) and faith (turning to God in Christ and the Gospel) are hidden matters of the heart, and need a visible confession, Rom 10:9-10. When God in grace saves it isn’t a contract that depends on us doing a list of certain things, and not doing other listed things. But that doesn’t mean we’re free to continue to sin. Rom 5:21-6:23, reminds us that Baptism proclaims that union with Christ crucified and risen saves us from Judgment, and that union also saves us from continuing to live godlessly. In union with Christ God has made us dead to the old life and to sin, and alive to God. Our going under the waters of baptism teaches and symbolises that our sins have been put away, and that now we are free to live to God.
 And that we must respond to the Spirit of God and let Him make it increasingly obvious in our lives. That isn’t a matter of good works – quite the opposite, Gal 2:19-21. 

CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD/his name- Calling on the name of the Lord is used of conversion in 2:21. Cp 9:14, 21. Being baptised, having sins washed away, and calling on the name of the Lord are all aspects of the one thing – conversion. Ananias’ greeting declared that God had made Paul a brother in Christ. Paul being baptised in water proclaimed that his sins were washed away because he had called on the Lord. It also declared that the great sin of Christ-rejection no longer defiled him. 

22:17-21 WHEN I WAS COME AGAIN/returned TO JERUSALEM- Paul’s account goes straight from conversion to Jerusalem. WHILE I PRAYED/was praying IN THE TEMPLE- A reminder of his devotional use of the Temple in contrast to the accusation of polluting it. And it also affirmed that God had revealed Himself and His will to Paul in the Temple. (This experience is added to the information given in 9:1-20; Gal 1:17-18, but how these scraps of information fit into the whole picture may not be clear to us reading them today.)

I WAS IN/fell into A TRANCE- As Peter did, 10:10-11; 11:5: AND SAW HIM/the Lord speaking- Cp Isa 6:1-13. Both Isaiah and Paul were told that their message would be resisted by the Jewish people, but Isaiah was to persist in his witness as long as there were any Jewish people to speak to. Paul was told he must not stay and witness, but get out and go and witness to the Gentiles. MAKE HASTE/Quick.. GET OUT OF/leave JERUSALEM QUICKLY/immediately- God who knows all things, and who directs His servants knew it was no use Paul continuing to witness in Jerusalem. THEY WILL NOT RECEIVE your TESTIMONY CONCERNING/about ME. 

I SAID/replied LORD, these men KNOW- Emphatic - why shouldn’t they listen? They themselves know very well…. To human logic Paul’s words make good sense. He was well known in Jerusalem, and for that reason his conversion would make a great impact there. Paul understood the conflict in the minds of sincere Pharisees as they faced their memories of the life and death of Christ and the witness and transformed lives of converts. His own love for them, Rom 9:3, motivated him strongly to witness to them in the face of death. 

I went from one synagogue to another IMPRISONED/to imprison AND BEAT those THAT BELIEVED ON/who believe in THEE/you- Paul means that he organised and ordered these things to happen, not necessarily that he himself did the beatings. AND WHEN THE BLOOD OF THY/your MARTYR STEPHEN WAS SHED- The word is used in the LXX of the pouring out of sacrificial blood, Ex 24:6, and of murder in Num 35:33. This places Stephen in the succession of the martyred OT prophets, Lk 11:50. 
I WAS STANDING BY/stood there, CONSENTING/giving my approval UNTO HIS DEATH AND KEPT/guarding THE RAIMENT/clothes OF those THAT SLEW/who were killing HIM- Paul is saying that he was the ideal man to witness to the Jews of Jerusalem. In witnessing to them he was proclaiming that he was guilty of the same sins as they were, and urging them to join him in acknowledging Christ as Saviour. If they wanted to know why Paul hadn’t continued to live in Jerusalem, as a devout Jew, witnessing in the Temple as Peter and John had 3:1-26, his answer was that God’s direct command over-ruled his own heart’s desire. 

Then the Lord- The Lord Jesus Christ. But Paul is not demanding that his hearers immediately face that yet – to them “Lord” meant the “Lord God of Israel,” of the OT revelation. If they accepted Paul’s statement that God had directed him in these things, that would prepare the way for them to accept that Jesus is Lord. Human logic, human love for fellow-men, earnest deep spiritual convictions, and personal inclinations, have their value in the service of God. But God knew the work He had given Paul, 13:2, and He must have the last word. The Jerusalem Apostles had acknowledged God’s call to Paul, Gal 2:2-7. 

   Paul had told God what he saw as his life’s work. God listened, and quietly over-ruled His eager, pleading servant, and SAID to ME, DEPART/Go, FOR I WILL SEND THEE/you FAR HENCE/away to THE GENTILES
- And as Paul (unlike Jonah) obeyed, his heart’s love for his own people remained, Rom 9-11. Among the Gentiles he began his Gospel witness in the synagogues - and success in winning Gentiles to Christ had the added hope that this might win Jews, Rom 11:11-14! 

22:22-29 The Reaction from the Mob & from the Commander

(Paul’s statement about going to the Gentiles triggered a violent reaction.
 The crowd refused to hear any more, and shouted that he must be killed. As the Commander didn’t understand Aramaic he had no idea what Paul had said to make the crowd so angry. He needed to find out, so ordered Paul to be forced to explain by being flogged first. Paul claimed exemption as a Roman citizen. )

22:22-24 THEY/The crowd GAVE HIM AUDIENCE/listened to Paul until he said this- The word Gentiles reminded them that Paul had been said to have brought Gentiles into their holy Temple, and to have told Jews living among the Gentiles to live as the Gentiles did. LIFTED UP/raised THEIR VOICES- They shouted angrily as loud as they could. AWAY WITH SUCH A FELLOW/Rid THE EARTH of him- Kill him! Get rid of him! He doesn’t deserve to live. Cp 8:33/Isa 53:8; Lk 23:18; Jn 19:15. They treated Paul as they treated his Master, Jn 15:18-21.

AS THEY CRIED OUT/were shouting AND CAST/throwing OFF THEIR CLOTHES/cloaks- It may mean that some of them tore their clothes, as in 14:14, or that they took their cloaks off ready to stone him as in, 7:58. Or that they took them off and waved them angrily in the air. The mob were expressing angry horror and violent rejection. Cp 13:51; 14:14; 18:6. THREW/flinging DUST INTO THE AIR- Perhaps expressing emotional distress, as in Job 2:12, or throwing it at Paul as in the Temple court there were no loose stones to throw. 

THE CHIEF CAPTAIN COMMANDED/commander ordered Paul TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE CASTLE/barracks.. BE EXAMINED BY SCOURGING/flogged and questioned- As in many cultures, Romans gave slaves or foreigners a beating before asking them questions. They believed this would make the person realise that they had better tell the truth right away, or else they would continue to get beatings until they had told everything the questioners wanted to know. The Romans found it very difficult to rule in Jerusalem, as Jews considered (quite rightly) that their religious beliefs were a matter of life and death importance. And less reasonably, their national pride and patriotism was something to die or kill for. Jerusalem was like a dry bonfire, one hothead could in an hour ignite the whole city into blazing rebellion against Rome. The Commander was responsible to do all he could to avoid this. So, even if he was a well-intentioned man he must use all possible means to find out what was going on, and damp down trouble.

THAT HE MIGHT KNOW/to find out why.. were shouting at HIM like this- Why they had made such an outcry in response to what Paul had said. The Commander as chief magistrate for Rome needed to know why the people were rioting against Paul. 

22:25-29 AS THEY BOUND/stretched HIM WITH THONGS- Himas- Leather strips. Leather laces in Lk 3:16. Here it probably means that he was being tied with leather thongs on to some kind of frame stretched out so his body would be as exposed as possible to the lashes from the whip. Or possibly the words may mean tied up ready for being whipped by a whip made of leather strips.

PAUL SAID to THE CENTURION.. IS IT LAWFUL/legal- Does the Law allow you to? Is this what the Law says you should do. TO SCOURGE/flog.. A ROMAN citizen- A Roman citizen had the right to wear a toga to proclaim his citizenship, but this wasn’t usual in the East. Paul may have carried a small wooden “Diploma” which would state his birth and citizenship. There seems to have been the death penalty for making a false claim. UNCONDEMNED/who hasn’t even been found guilty?
THE CENTURION.. TOLD THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander.. TAKE HEED WHAT/are you going to do? THIS MAN IS A ROMAN citizen- Or, Do you realise you have ordered the beating of a Roman citizen? THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander.. asked are you A ROMAN citizen? HE SAID/answered.. I am- The proud Roman ruler of Jerusalem looked at the bedraggled Jew he and his men had rescued from the crowd, and asked in effect “Do you expect me to believe that someone who looks the way you look could be a Roman citizen! How can you be a Roman when you’re one of these Jews, get beaten up by them, and speak to them in their language – that’s not what Roman citizens do!”

THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander said, I had to pay A GREAT SUM/big price for my citizenship- Citizenship had been a reward for outstanding service to Rome, and it was passed on from father to son. But the granting of citizenship had become a reward for wealth rather than for worthiness. The Emperor Claudius, AD 41-54, raised a great deal of money and made himself popular by allowing many people to buy citizenship by bribing officials to put their names on the “honours list” of those deserving it. The fact that this man’s name was Claudius Lysias, 23:6; suggests that he was one of them. PAUL SAID, BUT I WAS FREE BORN a citizen Paul replied- I am a Roman citizen because my parents were Roman citizens. That meant they must have made a real contribution to the welfare of the Roman Empire, saved a Roman citizen’s life perhaps, in the earlier times when people had to earn citizenship rather than buy it. 

THE CHIEF CAPTAIN WAS AFRAID.. BECAUSE HE HAD BOUND HIM- It was legal to arrest a Roman citizen, but binding him was illegal. Paul was released from bonds, but still kept in custody. 

22:30-26:32 Paul, the Jews & the Romans

(This covers a conflict, between the Roman authorities, and the Sanhedrin, over Paul, who was both a Roman, and a Jew. Paul insisted throughout that he was a good Jew who had lived with a clear conscience before the Law, and before God.) 

22:30-23:11 Paul Before the Sanhedrin

(The Roman Commander needed to protect Paul the Roman citizen. But as a Jew the Sanhedrin had the right to judge him in regard to the Jewish religion. The Roman Governor and his representative in Jerusalem needed to work in with the Sanhedrin to manage what was always a very difficult situation. The Commander had failed to learn from the mob, or from Paul’s speech, what the fuss was about. He couldn’t flog him to get the truth out of him, so he decided to get the Sanhedrin to work it out. He had the right to veto any punishment against a man who was a Roman citizen. If it was a formal Sanhedrin meeting no Gentile could be present, so Claudius and his men would have waited outside. But it may have been an informal meeting. Luke omits the opening charges made against Paul, and launches straight into Paul’s statement of defence, and his clash with the High Priest, the court’s President. The other item recorded is Paul’s appeal for the support of Pharisees by pointing out that his beliefs and actions rest on one of their key doctrines – the resurrection of the dead. 

The majority of the Sanhedrin were Sadducees. They resented Christ and the Gospel as threats to their position and wealth, Mk 11:15-18; Jn 11:47-50. Stephen’s preaching had made the Pharisees realise that the Gospel challenged the old ways, so they were opposed to the Gospel. The great difference between them was the Pharisees’ belief in resurrection followed by Judgment Reward or Punishment. (One of their proof texts was Deu 32:39 – God healed the person He wounded, made alive the person He had killed.) Their bitter rivalry with the Sadducees meant that Paul could briefly enlist their support. Some object that Paul’s action in stirring up strife was expedient rather than Christ-like. But it was true that in the great difference between the agnostic Sadducees and the Legalistic Pharisees he as a Christian stood with the latter in believing in resurrection.) 

22:30 ON THE MORROW/next day BECAUSE the commander wanted to find out THE CERTAINTY WHEREFORE/exactly why Paul WAS being ACCUSED OF/by THE JEWS- It made sense for the Roman authorities in their exercise of responsibility for law and order to make use of the Sanhedrin for information about legal matters that concerned Jews.
HE LOOSED HIM FROM HIS BANDS/released him- If, as it seems, he had been freed from chains or bonds, 22:29, these words meant that he was releasing him from custody in the barracks so that the Sanhedrin had the chance to see if he was answerable to them for a breach of Jewish Laws. 

COMMANDED/ordered THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND the Sanhedrin to assemble.. BROUGHT PAUL DOWN AND SET/had HIM stand BEFORE THEM- Paul might be charged with an offence against Jewish Law, and that came under the authority of the Sanhedrin. The Commander might be expected to carry out their sentence, but in the meantime he had to ensure that Paul, as a Roman citizen had his rights protected by keeping him securely. (Cp Sanhedrin trials in 4:5-22; 5:21-40; 6:12-7:58.) 

23:1-5 PAUL, EARNESTLY BEHOLDING/looked straight at THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin- We don’t know what charge had been brought against him but he was answering it as Stephen had, 7:1. My brothers, I HAVE LIVED/fulfilled my duty- Politeuomai- To live as a citizen. IN ALL GOOD CONSCIENCE
- 24:16. BEFORE/to GOD- He had lived looking at God while God looked at him. In the face of accusations he insisted that he had always been concerned to live as a good citizen of God’s kingdom. He stated calmly and clearly, that as a good Jew he had always tried to understand what was pleasing to God and tried to obey God’s Law in whatever he did, Phil 3:3. Even in persecuting Christians he had acted with a clear (but unenlightened) conscience, 1 Tim 1:13-15. 

THE HIGH PRIEST ANANIAS- Not Annas, 4:6. He was noted for his cruelty. COMMANDED/ordered.. SMITE/strike HIM ON THE MOUTH- The Lord’s cleansing of the Temple threatened the profits of its chief priests and they were eager to kill him, Mk 11:15-18. Paul’s assertion of a clear conscience before God threatened Priests and Pharisees alike - if he was an example of what God required, God must condemn them for rejecting Christ. And since Pentecost, for refusing to repent and enter into life in Christ – become Christians. 

PAUL said.. GOD SHALL SMITE THEE/will strike you- God judges the world in righteousness, and an unrighteous act such as that must face God’s judgment stroke you whitewashed WALL- A hypocrite, like a whitewashed grave, unclean within, Mt 23:27. Outwardly he was the High Priest of God, so looked righteous. His unrighteous action showed he was inwardly corrupt. You sit there TO JUDGE ME AFTER/according to THE LAW, yet you break the law- He had arrogantly flouted the Law by punishing and insulting a man who had only just begun stating his defence in a respectful manner. Cp Stephen’s charge 7:52-53, and the Lord’s words in Mt 23. A Judge administering the Law needs to be treated with respect. Respect is difficult to give when the Judge himself breaks the law. Paul spoke in righteous indignation, but was failing for once to follow the example of his Lord, Jn 18:22-23; 2 Cor 10:1; 1 Pet 2:21-25. 

You dare insult GOD’S HIGH PRIEST- Asking Paul how he dared to say that, or could justify speaking as he had. The High Priest was supposed to be God’s representative and so was to be treated with respect. (As kings, local rulers, etc should be, Rom 13:1-6) THEN PAUL SAID/replied Brothers I did not realise- Eido- To know, understand, recognise.
 We can’t be sure what Paul meant. He had known the High Priestly family well, 22:5, so should have recognised Ananias, and expected the president of the Sanhedrin to be the High Priest. But Paul may have not known who had given the order, especially if his eyesight was bad as hinted at, Gal 4:15; 6:11. Or he may have meant he didn’t acknowledge that Ananias was God’s Priest. Ananaias was a Sadducee who denied resurrection and future judgment, a Roman appointed puppet greedy for personal gain – could such a man be God’s Priest, and be treated with respect by honest Jews? Paul could be saying he couldn’t believe that a man who spoke like that could be the High priest!

FOR IT IS WRITTEN THOU SHALT/Do NOT SPEAK EVIL OF/about THE RULER OF your PEOPLE- When told that he was speaking to the High priest Paul didn’t take back the truthful statement about him, but, in obedience to Ex 22:28, he acknowledged that he shouldn’t have said it. Paul’s conscience promptly reminded him that he had acted contrary to the pattern set by his Lord – had acted out of fellowship with Him. He was concerned to live according to the Law even if the Priest wasn’t. 

23:6-8 PAUL PERCEIVED/knowing.. SADDUCEES.. PHARISEES- We’re not told what else Paul had said but it seems he would have given a summary of his Damascus experience - for the Pharisees to react as they did. Whether Jesus Christ had risen or not and whether Paul had seen him was now the central issue. The Sadducees had viewed the healing in the name of Jesus as an attack on their denial of the resurrection, 4:1-2. The Pharisees saw support for belief in the resurrection as a positive thing. The difference in their reactions to Paul’s experience would have been obvious. 
HE CRIED/called OUT.. BRETHREN/My brothers, I AM A PHARISEE- We instinctively feel Paul should have said “I am a Christian!” But on the issue of resurrection of the dead, and many Bible truths, Pharisees and Christians stood together because Pharisees believed the Bible was God’s word, and its promises must be fulfilled, and Christians knew that many of them had been fulfilled in Christ. 15:5 speaks of Pharisee Christians. Paul was happy to be anything to anybody when that might advance the cause of Christ and the Gospel, 1 Cor 9:19-23 – a Roman citizen to Claudius Lysias, a Pharisee to the more godly section of the Sanhedrin. 

I stand on trial because OF THE/my HOPE- The Greek word hope means both patient waiting, and confidence in a positive outcome. Paul emphasised that he was totally committed to the hope of Israel, 24:15; 26:6-8; 28:20. Cp Rom 15:8. His words appealed to the consciences of Pharisees. They had accepted the “hope” – the OT Promise of the coming of Israel’s Messiah - and the truth of resurrection. In doing this they had taken the first steps towards Life. These made possible the vital final step – faith in Christ crucified who had by the resurrection demonstrated that He was indeed the Christ, Saviour and Lord, 2:36; Rom 1:2-5. 

AND/in THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD- Paul wasn’t just preventing the Sanhedrin uniting in condemning him, he touched on a vital truth. Paul as a Pharisee had believed in the resurrection. Having seen the risen Christ, as a Christian he continued to believe in the resurrection. And the resurrection of Christ is a central Gospel theme, 13:32-39; Rom 1:4; 6:5; 1 Cor 15; Phil 3:21; Col 1:15-18; 3:1; 1 Th 4:13-17; Titus 1:2; 3:7; Heb 7:19; 1 Pet 1:3. When Pharisees like Gamaliel, admitted that God might have spoken to, and be moving the Apostles, 5:34-39, they condemned themselves by refusing the Gospel, and Christ. 

THERE AROSE A DISSENSION/dispute broke out.. Paul’s shout meant that the Sanhedrin couldn’t unite to request a death sentence on him. FOR THE SADDUCEES SAY THERE IS NO RESURRECTION.. ANGEL/angels.. SPIRIT/spirits- (The words angel and spirit mean much the same, 12:15; Mt 22:30; Mk 12:25; Lk 20:36.) The KJV is more accurate here. The Sadducees accepted the 5 books of Moses as being true and the word of God. As they mention angels and spiritual beings they could not have denied that spiritual beings existed, and there is no record of them doing so. But they denied that there was any life at all for people after death - bodily life, or life of a man’s inner being whether one called it his angel, or his spirit. They insisted that no man could live on after death in angelic form, or spirit form. BUT THE PHARISEES CONFESS BOTH- They were prepared to admit that Jesus while awaiting the resurrection might be alive in angel or spirit form, and so might have spoken to Paul, but not necessarily speaking the truth as a messenger of God. 
23:9-10 A GREAT CRY/uproar.. some of THE SCRIBES/teachers of the law.. PHARISEES AROSE/stood up.. STROVE SAYING/argued vigorously- Scribes studied the Law so most of the scribes were Pharisees not Sadducees, Mk 2:16; Lk 5:21, 30; 6:7, etc.. Cp Mk 12:28. The Pharisee section of the Sanhedrin was about a third of the total membership, but other scribes were present to write a record of the proceedings. And, the Mishnah mentions three rows of disciples of the sages – junior scribes. They would be likely to get involved in such an argument.

WE FIND NO EVIL/nothing wrong.. What IF A SPIRIT OR AN ANGEL has SPOKEN TO HIM- The Pharisee scribes admitted that it was possible the spirit of Jesus could have spoken to Paul, as he claimed, so it was safer not to rule out what he had to say. In the earlier Mss this is all that is said, but in Greek the sentence seems incomplete and requires a balancing ending, which the Byzantine Mss [RT] and KJV supply. LET US NOT FIGHT AGAINST GOD- Gamaliel’s words, 5:39, are an appropriate summing up from the point of view of the Pharisees.

THERE AROSE A GREAT DISSENSION/The dispute became so violent- The apostasy-failure of Israel to go on with God is seen in that the highest court, the Sanhedrin, was no more open to reason or obedient to God and His Law than the mob. THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander FEARING/was afraid.. PAUL.. be PULLED IN/torn to PIECES- If he wasn’t present in the chamber, he and his troops were near at hand to carry out their obligation to provide protection for a Roman citizen.
 COMMANDED/ordered THE SOLDIERS/troops TO GO DOWN.. AND BRING HIM INTO THE CASTLE/barracks- Claudius Lysias was unable to learn what made Paul a controversial figure among the Jews, but impressed that he was for some reason important to them. 

23:11 THE following NIGHT THE LORD STOOD BY HIM/near Paul- Paul had come to Jerusalem in spite of constant warnings of danger, and the pleas of God’s people, because he was convinced that he must take to Jerusalem the gifts of the Gentile churches, Rom 15:25-32. He realised it was the end of the missionary journeys which he sums up in 20:25-38; Rom 15:16-23. Paul would be spending the next 3-5 years in prison. The Lord assures him of His presence with him in all that would come, and that his witness would continue. Paul would also make an important contribution to God’s Word in writing the prison and pastoral letters. Paul was fettered, but God’s Word wasn’t, Phil 1:12-21; 2 Tim 2:9. Note God’s interventions in 9:4; 16:9; 18:9; 22:18; 27:23.

BE OF GOOD CHEER PAUL/Take courage. FOR AS you have TESTIFIED OF/about ME IN JERUSALEM, SO you MUST- Dei- A logical necessity. This was what must happen because it was in the Lord’s plan. Dei, is used in 1:22; 5:29; 9:6; 14:22; Lk 4:43; 9:22; 24:7. BEAR WITNESS/also testify IN ROME- This assured Paul, and assures us as we read the Scripture, that Paul’s ministry continued to have the Lord’s approval, and continued to be done in fellowship with Him.
 

23:12-22 The Plot to Kill Paul – Paul removed to Caesarea

(Murder was now the officially approved solution to “the Paul Problem.” As Paul was a Roman Citizen the Commander in Jerusalem was responsible to protect him, so he sent him to the Governor at Caesarea. Apart from the Emperor, the Governor had the final say with regard to Paul’s case. Although the Sanhedrin had been divided the assassins could rely on the High priest to act on their behalf and make the request in the name of the Sanhedrin. If Paul had reached the council chamber the High Priest could rely on the Sadducee majority to support him, and those Pharisees who had briefly supported Paul, would have settled back into the conviction that maintaining Israel’s devotion to the Law required Paul’s death. The vow fits the facts - Philo wrote condemning Jews who in a moment of anger etc make a vow to commit theft, murder, rape etc, and then excused the sin of doing it on the grounds that the vow made it an insult to God not to commit the crime!) 

Jerusalem was no place for the trial of a Roman citizen who was unpopular with the Jews, and Claudius would be glad to hand Paul over to his superior, the Governor Felix. Felix wouldn’t resent this as it gave him the chance of receiving a bribe, 24:26. While the Roman protection of Paul rested on his being a Roman citizen, Luke continues to present the Roman Government as neutral, and fair in its treatment of Christians.)

23:12-15 The next morning THE JEWS- Only some Jews were involved but they represented the Jewish opposition to Christ and His Gospel. BOUND THEMSELVES UNDER A CURSE/with an oath- They bound themselves under a solemn oath that placed them under God’s curse if they failed to carry out what they had promised to do. Such a curse devoted people or things to God for His destruction as Jericho was, Josh 6:17-21. Cp Lev 27:28; Num 21:2-3; 1 Sam 14:44; 15:3; 1 Ki 2:23, etc. In a sense they were asking God to help them murder Paul and offering their souls as security! The Rabbis allowed the breaking of such oaths when a change of circumstances made it impossible to fulfil them. 

NEITHER/not to EAT NOR/or DRINK TILL THEY HAD KILLED PAUL- Apart from their religious objection to Paul as belittling their religion, the fact that he had twice been rescued by the Romans would add to the anger of the zealots. What Josephus records of the bitter fanaticism of the Jews at this time shows that taking such a vow wasn’t improbable. FORTY men- Even though Paul was protected by a squad of 10 or 20 soldiers - 40 men who would rather starve to death than let Paul live could throw themselves on the soldiers and be sure that one of them would kill Paul even if a dozen died in the attempt. 

CAME/went TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS.. A GREAT CURSE/taken a solemn oath.. UNTIL WE HAVE SLAIN/killed PAUL- They were Zealots, natural enemies of the Sadducean Chief Priests who co-operated with the Romans so that they could live in wealthy luxury. (Zealots murdered Ananias later.) But while love of God breaks down barriers between enemies, hatred of God, Christ, and His faithful witnesses will make enemies unite to achieve their purposes. Cp Mk 3:6.

You, WITH/and THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin.. THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander to BRING HIM DOWN.. TOMORROW- The High Priest, its president, had the right to send an official request on behalf of the Sanhedrin. The Roman Commander would hope to have the nature of the charge against Paul made clear. WE.. ARE READY TO KILL HIM before he gets here- The council chamber seems to have been in the Temple courts, on the opposite side from the Antonia Fortress. Paul and the soldiers would cross the outer Temple court through the crowds of worshippers, and among the crowd would be the assassins with daggers in their robes. Acting in God’s name they would disgrace God and His Temple.

23:16-22 But WHEN PAUL’S SISTER’S SON HEARD OF this plot- As Paul had spent some years in Jerusalem, 22:3, it’s not surprising that this nephew was thee. We’re told nothing about other members of Paul’s family, nor whether his sister, or nephew became Christians. They may have been influential people and had access to information. Or perhaps God over-ruled so that some boastful zealot made a rash remark and was heard by Paul’s nephew – he may have been moving towards faith in Christ and the Gospel. HE WENT.. AND TOLD PAUL- Secular history records that it wasn’t unusual for family members or friends to be allowed to visit prisoners. Bribes may have been required. 

PAUL CALLED ONE OF THE CENTURIONS.. BRING/Take THIS YOUNG MAN UNTO/to THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander- Paul had faith in God who had just the night before promised him that he would survive to preach in Rome. But faith in God, and knowledge of His purposes, is intended to encourage us to do what we can to help make sure that God’s purposes are carried out. God had brought the information to him, and Paul made use of it.

PAUL.. THIS YOUNG MAN.. has SOMETHING TO SAY/tell you.. HE SAID THE JEWS HAVE AGREED TO DESIRE/ask you.. BUT DO NOT YIELD/Don’t give in to them FOR THERE LIE IN WAIT/waiting in ambush.. SO THE CHIEF CAPTAIN/commander CHARGED/cautioned HIM.. TELL NO MAN/anyone- He may have been showing kindly concern for the boys safety, but it was good policy to protect informants. 

23:23-30 HE CALLED.. TWO of his CENTURIONS.. MAKE/get READY a detachment of TWO HUNDRED SOLDIERS- These were infantry wearing armour and using a sword, the core of the Roman army. The rest were cavalry, and lightly armed auxiliary troops.
 Paul would be kept safe in the middle of the marching troops who could fight their way through opposition. Cavalry etc would ride ahead to check for enemy, or harry any attackers. Some people express surprise that Claudius Lysias seems to have sent about half of his men. But he was holding a strong fortress, and his action was actively asserting authority, which is better for his army’s morale than sitting passively awaiting problems. All this for one man, Paul? No, for one man, Claudius Lysias who was demonstrating to the Jews and his superiors that he was capable of using the might of Rome to protect Roman citizens no matter what fanatical Jews might try to do. AT THE THIRD HOUR/nine tonight- When Jerusalem would have settled down. PROVIDE BEASTS/mounts for PAUL.. SAFE/safely TO Governor FELIX- Felix was the brother of Pallas a freedman who was the most influential member of the court of Emperor Claudius. According to Josephus he became Governor of the province of Judea in AD 52. Tacitus said he had been Governor of Samaria before that. Tacitus wrote that Felix exercised the power of a king with the mind of a slave. 

HE WROTE A LETTER AFTER THIS MANNER/as follows- The original would be in Latin. Luke, or Paul may have seen a copy of the letter, and translated it. But anyone knowing the facts could write something very like what Claudius would have written. The wording is in the correct style, and conveys the facts clearly. Paul is a Roman citizen and is under the jurisdiction of Felix. Claudius, as his position required, had used Roman soldiers to rescue him. Paul had committed no offence against Roman Law. The Jews charge him with offences against their law and are eager to kill him. The letter is true to life in that, as a public servant, Claudius adjusts the facts so as to make sure that he appears favourably in the official correspondence! 

CLAUDIUS LYSIAS- His name indicates that he bought his Roman Citizenship in the reign of Claudius. THE MOST EXCELLENT/To his Excellency- Kratistos- The word is used in 24:3; 26:25; Lk 1:3. Strictly speaking it was a title reserved for Roman nobles, who were entitled to rule provinces like Judea. GOVERNOR FELIX was only a freed slave, but it was good manners to add the title to that of his position. THIS MAN WAS TAKEN OF/seized by THE JEWS.. I CAME WITH AN ARMY/my troops AND RESCUED HIM- He is careful to present his actions in a favourable light, in contrast to the way Tertullus presented them in 24:6-7. HAVING UNDERSTOOD/for I had learned THAT HE WAS/is A ROMAN citizen- This sounds much better than to say it was when he had Paul bound and was about to have him flogged that he learned this fact!

I WOULD HAVE KNOWN THE CAUSE/wanted to know why.. I BROUGHT HIM to THEIR COUNCIL/Sanhedrin.. I found the accusation had to do with QUESTIONS OF/about THEIR LAW- Cp Gallio, 18:15, and 25:19; 26:3. The Romans had given the Jews freedom to deal with all such matters,
 but the Sanhedrin had shown itself incompetent, and Claudius couldn’t allow a Roman citizen to be murdered. NOTHING.. against him WORTHY OF/that deserved DEATH OR BONDS/imprisonment- As with the Lord Jesus, Lk 23:4, 14-22, this is an official declaration of Paul’s innocence of any crime against Roman Law. Cp 25:18; 26:31.

THE JEWS LAID WAIT FOR/a plot.. against.. I SENT.. GAVE COMMANDMENT/ordered HIS ACCUSERS TO SAY BEFORE/present to you their case AGAINST HIM- He would have told the Sanhedrin this before the letter reached Felix. Claudius gladly handed Paul over to Felix with such information as he could give. He says in effect that the Jews who have made all the fuss, and acted illegally can come and explain it all to you. Cp Gallio, 18:12-17.

23:31-35 THE SOLDIERS, AS COMMANDED/carrying out their orders, TOOK PAUL.. TO/as far as ANTIPATRIS- A military staging post about 50Km from Jerusalem. A long march but as most of it was during the cool night hours this would make it less exhausting, especially if it was moonlight.

The next day THEY LEFT HORSEMEN/the cavalry TO GO on WITH HIM.. RETURNED TO THE CASTLE/barracks- They had passed through the dangerous hill country. The second half of the journey was across plains where most of the people were Gentiles. The cavalry and Paul could travel faster quite safely at this distance from the Jerusalem plotters. 

THEY/the cavalry arrived in CAESAREA.. DELIVERED THE EPISTLE/letter TO THE GOVERNOR PRESENTED/handed over PAUL.. WHEN THE GOVERNOR HAD READ THE LETTER HE/and ASKED WHAT PROVINCE HE WAS from- As Pilate sent Jesus to Herod when he found he came from Galilee, Lk 23:6-7. But the accusers could not be expected to travel to Cilicia to present their case. WAS OF/from CILICIA- As Judea was part of the combined province of Syria-Cilicia at this time that would simplify judicial proceedings. 

I WILL HEAR THEE/your case- A technical legal term for a court hearing. WHEN your ACCUSERS get here- Felix wasn’t interested in listening to Paul until then. COMMANDED/ordered Paul be KEPT under guard IN HEROD’S JUDGMENT HALL/palace- Paul was now formally a prisoner of the state awaiting trial and kept in a conveniently close, safe building. 

Appendix A. Should Paul have gone to Jerusalem? It’s easy for Christians today, sitting in comfort, to argue about this. Luke’s record and Paul’s letters show that he had no desire to cut his life short as a martyr, Phil 1:21-25. He was a warm-hearted man who felt the needs of others deeply, and was reluctant to disappoint them or hurt their feelings. And this heart-attitude was reflected in the response of those around him. That Agabus spoke of what would happen to Paul in much the same way as the Lord had spoken of His own coming death, and made no attempt to forbid Paul suggests that Paul was being tested by the Lord rather than commanded to change his plans. 

Paul was zealous and willing to suffer, but only in doing what he believed to be the Lord’s will. His response in 21:13 isn’t that of a reckless fanatic. He is  facing the facts, and is determined to do the will of God at whatever cost to himself. The whole record makes it clear that Paul was convinced that the work God had given him to do made it essential for him to take the Gentile Believers and their gifts with him to Jerusalem at this time. Although the Spirit gave several warnings to Paul as to what would happen to him, only once is it said that he shouldn’t go, 21:4. Gooding suggests it was rather like a loving wife refusing her husband’s offer of an expensive present she would be delighted to have, who suggests he give her something that will cost him less. That warnings were given, reminds us that the Lord wants us all to Count the Cost, Lk 14:25-33, and Paul sets us an example by taking up this challenge in His service with his eyes open. 

Appendix B. Should Paul have been in the Temple performing an OT purification ceremony? Paul has been accused of compromising the doctrine of Justification by Faith by being in the Temple and taking part in an OT ritual involving sacrifices. And that by following the purification rite he was denying the sufficiency of the once-and-for-all sanctification provided by Christ, Heb 10:10, 22. Stephen knew, preached, and died for the truth that Christ and His atoning death and triumphant resurrection-ascension, meant that the Law, the temple, its priests, sacrifices, and purifications were obsolete. So they say Paul was cowardly and pretended there was some value in those things in order to please the ignorant ideas of some Jewish Christians. 

These self-appointed experts in what is orthodox doctrine, and correct Christian practice, who criticise Paul have several advantages over him. They have legalistic minds proud of the fact that they have systematised the doctrines of Salvation by Faith into the one and only correct form of words, and have worked out the correct form of behaviour needed to reflect these doctrines. They ignore the fact that what they have done is what the Pharisees did with the Law. And oddly enough may themselves argue that Justification by Faith can be made to work effectively by christening the babies of Christians!

Their second advantage is that, unlike Paul, their view of what Paul should have done is unclouded by his sincere love for people, including Jews blinded by their traditions, Rom 9-11. Their third advantage is that they can judge what Paul ought to have done from the safe distance of almost 2000 years. And with the certainty that’s possible only because we today know so little of the realities of life in that world in which the Gospel was being lived in Jerusalem, by Jews, and proclaimed to Jews who were still committed (in varying degrees of sincerity or hypocrisy) to the old, and now to be outgrown, Covenant of the Law and its sacrifices. 

It was God Himself, who, in mercy to His OT people the Jews, permitted this confusing situation to continue for another 20 years, before the Temple was destroyed, and its rituals and sacrifices and priests ceased to be an option. It would have been much neater for God to have made the end of the Old Covenant, and the establishment of the New Covenant visible, by instantly flattening the Temple on the Day of Pentecost. Systematic Theology demands that sort of thing. 

That the tenants of God’s vineyard murdered the owner’s son was a terrible sin that called for the destruction of the Temple, Jerusalem and the whole old order, Lk 13:31-35; 19:45-20:20; 21:5-6, 20-24. His rejection-crucifixion was organised by the High Priests – Temple authorities, supported by the Pharisees – Law authorities. But, in the Spirit of 2 Pet 3:9, God in love for those who crucified Him gave them 40 years in which to repent, if they would, and enter into life. Many priests did, 6:7, as did Pharisees like Paul, and those in 15: 5. And Paul was one of those to whom God gave the privilege of reaping a harvest for Christ from among repentant Jews, as well as repenting Gentiles. 

Those involved were committed to the Gospel- Paul, Peter, James and the Elders at Jerusalem were perfectly clear in their minds and ministry that salvation – acceptance with God and life in fellowship with Him - depended on God’s Grace in Christ and His work, applied by the Holy Spirit, and responded to, accepted-received in faith. Paul had reminded Peter of this, Gal 2:14-16. Peter had reminded the Jerusalem Church of this, 15:10-11. And while asking this action of Paul, James and the elders had reaffirmed their verdict that obedience to the Law was not a requirement of the Gospel of Christ, 21:25.

Some say they asked Paul because of their cowardly fear of persecution, Paul foolishly agreed to do this, and so compromised the Gospel, and like all compromises it ended in disaster. But neither the Elders, nor Paul were trying to please the unbelieving Jews who mobbed him. The elders explicitly stated that they wanted to reassure the thousands of Jews who had believed in Christ, 21:20, that Paul wasn’t teaching Jews to stop circumcising their sons, and Law-keeping. The action they asked of Paul would demonstrate that the Gospel – as revealed to Paul, proclaimed by Paul, and lived out by Paul – did not require Jews who believed in Christ to give up all the things normal to Jewish life. Paul in fact taught that while Law-keeping couldn’t in any way contribute to salvation, it was right for those who believed that in doing them they were pleasing God, Rom 14:1-15:7, etc. 

There were many thousands of Jews who had all their lives shown their love for God, and honoured Him, by keeping the commands that God Himself had given them. They had gladly accepted the Messiah that the OT had promised them, and entered into the Salvation and life in the Spirit proclaimed at Pentecost. They had accepted that God had shown He was saving Gentiles and making them members of His church, and their brothers and sisters in Christ, 11:18; 15:24-29; 21:20. But no doubt this bewildered them, and they were less than comfortable about it. They might well rejoice in the loving brotherly gift of financial help from Gentile Believers, but that food would taste better if they were reassured that in eating it they weren’t committing themselves to becoming Gentiles, and abandoning all the godly heritage received through Abraham, Moses, Samuel, David, Isaiah, etc. By doing what the Jerusalem elders asked, Paul avoided giving offence to their weak-sensitive consciences, Rom 14:21-15:7; 1 Cor 8:7-12; 9:19-23.
 

Was Paul’s action consistent? In these chapters Paul insists he lived in God’s presence as a good Jew and a good Christian, 23:1. That Paul should share in a Temple ceremony and pay the cost of it to earn goodwill in Jerusalem for the Gospel, was an example of what he had already written in 1 Cor 9:20-22. Paul’s freedom from the Law was the very grounds for his submitting to the Law out of love for other Jews and a desire to help them to faith and life in Christ. In his devotional life Paul had been praying in the temple when God spoke to him, 22:17-18. At Cenchrea, on his way to Jerusalem he had taken a vow, 18:18, and presumably completed it at the temple. At Lystra he had had Timothy circumcised so as to make his help in witnessing to Jews more effective, 16:3. Five times he had submitted to brutal beatings in order to maintain access to synagogues, 2 Cor 11:24. Now at Jerusalem they asked him to be involved in an OT ritual that would reassure the local Jewish Believers, and provide them with a rebuttal of slanders from Christ-rejectors to whom they witnessed. That in the interest of maintaining unity between Jewish Believers and Gentile Believers he would be willing to conform to Jewish custom with regard to the Temple and OT vows isn’t surprising. Especially as that was requested by the local elders, and believed by them to be an aid to the desired acceptance of Paul, and of the fruit of his ministry. 

That in obeying the direction of the Elders he was attacked by the Jews, arrested by the Romans etc, wasn’t the Elders’ fault. As their guest surely he should take their advice as to what action on the local scene would most benefit his mission. Instead of sitting in judgment on Paul, and arguing the rights and wrongs of his actions, let us remember that it was to Paul that God chose to reveal the doctrines of justification by Faith. And that Paul understood them, lived by them, proclaimed and applied them speaking the truth in love, Eph 4:15. And everywhere he lived sacrificially in the way that seemed most likely to bring the highest number of people into the blessed enjoyment of them, 1 Cor 9:19-22. And he continued to do that until he died for those doctrines. His Lord, to whom he was answerable, 1 Cor 4:1-5, accepted his witness in Jerusalem and promised that he would witness again in Rome, 23:11. 

God gave Galatians and Hebrews to make clear His purposes in the OT Law. The Law was to bring us to Christ, the temple, priests, and sacrifices were types and shadows. In all ages preachers who make use of these things for teaching purposes need to be careful to make clear both their importance, and their unimportance. God removed the Temple and set the church free to base its life and worship in the Spirit on the truths proclaimed in Acts and the Epistles. But the religious desire of human nature for an outward show of priesthood, altars, glorious buildings, garments, rituals etc meant that the professing Church built up it’s own imitation of the OT Temple etc. It did so in opposition to God, and cruelly persecuted those who in obedience to God’s Word, and the guidance of His Spirit, refused to conform to it.

Paul had previously used the temple (as noted above), and this time he says, 24:17, he came with offerings- Prosphora, used of literal offerings in 21:26; Heb 10:5, 8, 18, but figuratively in Rom 15:16; Eph 5:2; 10:10, 14. As Felix would have understood Paul to mean literal offerings in the temple I take it that is what he meant. He followed the Law and Jewish customs whenever it was possible to do so without acting against Gospel principles, or giving offence to Gentiles, 1 Cor 10:32. 
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� God had granted His Holy Spirit, visibly and audibly, direct from Heaven to the 1st group of Jews He added to His church, 2:1-4. He had done the same to the 1st group of Gentiles He added to His church, 10:44-48. But when He added Samaritans He required the Apostles Peter and John to lay hands on them, Acts 8. See Bklet 2, Appendix P66. Now we read of disciples of John who had not committed themselves to the Risen Christ or received the Spirit. God required Paul the Apostle to lay hands on them after they had heard the Gospel, believed in Christ and been baptised in water. No groups of such “half-way God’s people” exist today, and we all receive the Spirit direct from God Himself, 1 Cor 12:13. And only the 1st groups of each kind, Jews, Gentiles, Samaritans, Disciples of John, were recorded as having visible signs. (speaking in tongues, etc.)





� As I’ve noted several times, the brief accounts in Acts leave many uncertainties – had Apollos been born and baptised of the Spirit, Jn 3:2-8; 1 Cor 12:13 without realising that before coming to Ephesus? Was he baptised in water as a Christian before or after coming? It’s folly to argue these things as God saw that we didn’t need to know them. Time and time again we face uncertainties in Scripture, and in life today, and God wants us to know that while there is no one set of correct doctrines and correct way of doing things, as His people try to go forward doing His will, He over-rules and makes His work prosper. Much of Scripture seems designed to frustrate dogmatists, and those who insist on putting everything in neat pigeon holes!





� In 20:31 Paul says he spent 3 years in Ephesus. With 3 months of witness centred on the synagogue, 19:8, these 2 years would leave 9 months for witnessing in other parts of the province, 19:26, using Ephesus as his home base. People from all over the province would come to Ephesus for legal and commercial business, as well as for the great religious festivals, and they would take home news of Paul and the Gospel he preached. We read later of churches in the province of Asia at Colossae, Hierapolis, Laodicia, Philadelphia, Smyrna, Thyatira and further north in Troas. 





� According to the standards set in 1:21-22 there aren’t any Apostles today, so there’s no reason to expect such miracles. But the Lord is sovereign, and in all ages He can do as He chooses. We shouldn’t say He can’t work miracles today, or dishonour Him by making wild claims in the hope of generating miracles. 





� The Gospel proclaims that the Holy Spirit is given to all Believers in Christ, and that He witnesses to the individual Christians at the level of their own spirit, Rom 8:16. And so they worship God in spirit and in truth, Jn 4:23-24. But there are other “spiritual” “spirit-dependent” religions, and the Bible says that although idolatry is nonsense, there are “spirits” involved in idol worship, 1 Cor 10 19:21. By casting the evil spirit out of the slave girl at Philippi Paul had made it clear that the Gospel is opposed to spiritism, magic, etc – and superior to it in every way. God’s people must not try to use such things. Here God demonstrated that servants of Satan, and non-Christians generally, cannot make use of the name and power of Jesus. The existence of Miracles worked by God, associated with Paul - and the false spiritual magic and miracles - represent the true and the counterfeit. These exorcists had “Faith in Jesus Christ” in the sense that they believed He had power to work miracles, but saving faith requires commitment to Christ and union with Him. 





� Aspects of Paul’s life made clear in this section include his attitude to personal gain, 20:33-35, in contrast to the slave-girl’s owners, 16:19, Demetrius, 19:24-27, and Felix, 24:26. His courage and commitment to God, the Gospel and stewardship of it, 20:19-20, 23-24, 27; 21:10-13, 39-22:21; 27:20-26, 30-35. His concern for doctrinal purity, 20:30-31 and social responsibility, 20:35. And at every opportunity he presented the Gospel in a reasoned manner, 20:20-21; 22:1-21; 23:1; 24:24-25; 26:1-28; 28:25-28.





� Artemis had been a huntress goddess to the Greeks – called Diana by the Romans. In Ephesus she had been modified into a fertility/mother goddess. Images of her found in the ruins of Ephesus have many breasts (or perhaps ostrich eggs) as symbols of her fertility. The pottery shrines show Artemis with lions on either side of her. These or silver ones could be deposited in her temple in the hope they would remind her to give the donor what they’d prayed for - an inscription found reads “He gave a shrine as an offering to Artemis.” or tourists could take the shrines home to use in their household worship.





� This was true, 14:15-17; 17:23-31. Cp 7:48-50. Greek philosophers agreed with Paul, as in 17:24-25, 29, but the profits made out of producing silver shrines, etc were the result of many of the people thinking the images of gods were closely identified with the god who was invisibly present in his temple, or associated closely with the image in the temple (Cp those who believe that God is in church buildings in a sense that he is not in homes. And that Jesus, Mary, saints etc are honoured by honour shown to their images etc. )





� In a sense, Paul, and Jews were discrediting Artemis and her temple by saying that the only true God was the God revealed in the Bible. In fact the Jews and their religion never fitted neatly into the political, religious and social life of the Roman Empire. Followers of other religions were happy to say “I worship X and Y, but I’m happy to join you occasionally to worship M and N – I’ve got my religion and you’ve got yours. And of course for the peace of the Empire we’ve got to worship the Emperor as a God.” The best Paul, and Jews could say was that they were stating generalised facts - there WAS only one God and He had forbidden them to associate with idolatry. There WERE no other gods, but they weren’t personally attacking anyone’s religion, or gods – it was a statement of belief, not a personal insult. The town-clerk chose to take a tolerant attitude towards Paul and the Gospel, and suggested that as they were sure their beliefs were right they shouldn’t feel threatened. Of course when Temple incomes fell, the Temple-tax-income of Government fell, so trouble was unavoidable.(Later, Pliny, Governor of Bythinia, wrote of that.) 





� Paul preached wherever he could get an audience and for Jews that was at the Synagogue on the Sabbath. But the Sabbath wasn’t the day for Christian worship, Col 2:16, although Jewish Christians could continue to honour the Sabbath, Rom 14:5-6. By the 2nd century the world in general recognised that the Sabbath belonged to the Jewish religion, and  1st day of the week to the Christians. Rev 1:10 refers to John’s experience on the Lord’s Day- 1st day of the week. It isn’t Biblical or wise to say that Christians changed the holy day from Saturday to Sunday, or that Sunday is the Christian Sabbath. That the OT stated specifically and frequently the keeping of the Sabbath and other holy days is typical of the Old Covenant “Religion according to Law.” That there is no such laying down of the law regarding the 1st Day of the week, or any other aspects of Christian worship or witness, is typical of the New Covenant of Life in the Spirit. 


The celebration on the 1st day of the week dates back to Jn 20:19, 26, with the resurrected Lord physically present. (The 8 days gap is because they counted the first & last of the 7 days into the week. Part days being counted as days meant I had problems in Teheran, in 1961, because at the airport they insisted my 32 hours stay equalled 3 days! A week seems to be called 8 days in Lk 9:28. ) Cp 1 Cor 5:7-8. The fact that Paul delayed 7 days to be present at the church gathering on the 1st day of the week makes it clear that this was a celebration of the Lord’s supper as a definite day of Christian worship. Cp 2:42, 46; 1 Cor 16:2; Lk 22:19. They would have shared a meal together, and crowned it by the symbolic sharing of a loaf of Bread and cup of wine. Some suggest the Lord’s supper was the “breaking bread” in 20:11 at Dawn – appropriate to the resurrection. But would they have intended everyone to stay until then? Pliny, Governor of Bythinia about AD 110, mentions Christians gathering to sing Hymns to Jesus as God, early in the morning, before Dawn and binding themselves with a solemn oath- Sacramentum, not to commit crime, then separating but meeting later for a meal.





� The leaders of local communities in ancient Israel had been called elders, and each synagogue was under the control of elders. The Christian churches were set up after the same pattern, 14:23. Age alone didn’t make a man an elder. A real elder was a man who had used his life well - had used his experience and maturity in loving concern and work for the wellbeing of the church fellowship. Being older in Christ, and in the faith, he should be able to give guidance to younger people, and more recent converts.





� Paul preached fearlessly, but the point is the completeness of the Gospel he had presented. When new preachers came along with “improved” Gospels, Gal 1:6-10, based on Pharisaic Law, spiritual experiences, human wisdom, etc, they must be challenged with the Gospel which had saved souls and built the church. (Cp Gal 3; Col 2: etc.) The Gospel he preached is still with - us having been set out in permanent form in his epistles, and preserved for us by the Holy Spirit. And valued by Christians beyond the other religious writings not accepted into the canon. 





� The Lord had warned him to get out of Jerusalem, but he had been back there safely since with gifts, 11:30, and to discuss what the Gospel required of Gentiles, 15:2. Paul had assured converts that all who entered the kingdom could expect sufferings, 14:22. He refers to his chains in Phil 1:7, 13-14, 17; Col 4:18; 2 Tim 2:9; Phm 10, and to his afflictions in 2 Cor 1:4, 8; 2:4; 4:17; 6:4; 7:4; Eph 3:13; Phil 1:17; 4:14; Col 1:24; 1 Th 3:7; 2 Tim 1:11-12; 3:11.





� When we as the Lord’s servants become pre-occupied with our work, we have taken our eyes off the Lord, and may ruin our health and spiritual usefulness in self-sacrificing labour. We become smoking flax wicks ministering from our own resources and so burning ourselves out uselessly. Producing irritating smoke instead of the oil of the spirit in us producing light, Isa 42:3; Mt 12:20. Cp Zech 4:1-14. Or we may give way to pride and tackle our work in the spirit Samson showed in Jdg 16:20-21 with similar results.





� We’re not told here how the Holy Spirit made them (or men today) Overseers, but the Lord has described different aspects of the process in other scriptures. The Lord Himself made it clear that in His Church leaders must function as brothers among brothers, not marked out by their clothes, official positions and titles that make them seem important in people’s eyes, Mt 23:5-12. Cp 1 Pet 5:1-4. The Holy Spirit gives Elders-Overseers (and each of us) the abilities needed for us to function in the body, 1 Cor 12:7-11, Phil 2:12-13. God could have used Paul as an Apostle, 14:23, or a prophet to call these Ephesian Elders to their work, 13:2, 4; 1 Tim 4:14. But the way the Holy Spirit enabled them to act would have made the flock able to recognise them as in 1 Th 5:12-13. And in 1 Tim 3:1-10; Titus 1:5-9; we’re given a detailed description of what they should be, in Christ, as a goal for those who feel called to the ministry of leading God’s people, 1 Cor 16:15-16; 1 Pet 5:2. That the established leadership of the church and the congregation as a whole should be involved in the appointment/recognition of new leaders is demonstrated in 6:1-7. There the Apostles say that the Holy Spirit will show who He has chosen for leadership by the lives they are already living – full of the Spirit, etc, 6:3.





� At times all of us may be tempted to develop unloving attitudes towards those whose beliefs and teachings differ from ours. When this happens we can no longer teach the truth in love for them, and we may provoke in them a similar attitude. Then, instead of building our hearers up in the love and fellowship of God, Eph 3:17-4-16; Col 2:1-10 we shatter the unity. And the energy of the saints of God is frittered away in quarreling with fellow-saints. In Rom 16:17-20 Paul warns us that some Christian teachers do this deliberately, and even earnest, godly teachers with good intentions may build up a personal following. Our main response to our Lord’s words in 20:30 needs to be like that shown in Mt 26:21-22. As soon as we realise that we’re becoming angry with someone, and beginning to teach against what they are teaching we must seek the grace of repentance. We are to contend for the faith, but not with the fleshly response of strife, Gal 5:19, but with a peaceable spirit of love, 2 Cor 10:3-5; Phil 2:2-16; 2 Tim 2:24-26. We can never be as holy as Michael, and those we disagree with aren’t likely to be as wicked as the Devil, so we will never have the right to speak evil of anyone. We must leave their judgment in the Lord’s hands, and build ourselves up by keeping in His love, Jude 17-25. The doctrines we teach must first of all be pure in themselves, but then our attitude and manner of expressing those truths must be peaceable, producing peace among God’s people, Jas 3:13-18. 


When those who are supposed to be shepherds teach the flock that Jesus wasn’t God, didn’t redeem us by dying as an atoning sacrifice, didn’t rise from the dead, or that other religions are also ways to be right with God, Cp Mt 7:15; 2 Pet 2:2:1; Jude 3-4, etc we must separate ourselves from then and continue to teach the truth. But often disagreements are not simple black and white things – true doctrine, in contrast to false teachings. Those breaking away from their church tradition may well consider themselves as being the ones most loyal to that group’s founders and original intention – and they may be. Divisions were already threatening, Rom 16:17-20; 1 Cor 1:9-15; 3:1-5; Gal 4:15-18; Col 2:8; 1 Tim 1:18-20; 4:1-3; 2 Tim 2:17; 3:1-8; Titus 1:10-11; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Jn 2:18-19; Jude 3-4. 





� From childhood up being spontaneously happy because one has received something is natural to us. The happiness of giving is a different quality, and needs cultivating. Still, if we stop to think, it’s clear to us that selfish people who use every opportunity and everyone they meet as a means of gaining for themselves are generally miserable. Covetousness, greediness is fed, not satisfied by its gains, it becomes an appetite that can never be satisfied = Hell. Cp Ecc 1:8; 6:7. 





� As the Lord has forbidden women to preach and teach publicly in the church, 1 Cor 14:34-35, 1 Tim 2:11-12, presumably they prophesied informally, at home, or in non-church gatherings. Priscilla joining with her husband in teaching Apollos in their home could have been said to be “prophesying – speaking the truth for God.” (Maybe the reason for including this information is to make it harder for us to be too dogmatic as to the God-ordained role and place for ministry by women.) From time to time in church history men and women have created a great stir by claiming they had the “Gift of Prophecy” Prophetesses played a large part in the Charismatic Revivals under Montanus, and later, at the time of the Reformation, insisting that the Lord’s Physical Kingdom was being established on earth. More recently Joseph Smith founded the Mormons, Mary Baker Eddy founded Christian Science and Mrs. White the Seventh Day Adventists – each based on their “prophecies.”





� Paul was determined to go to Jerusalem, not it seems to preach, but with a generous gift to show the Jewish Church that Gentile Believers were truly at heart their brothers in Christ, as God had declared. And that he was being loyal to Peter’s request which had been associated with the recognition of Paul’s God-given Apostleship and Gospel message, Gal 2:7-10. 





� There may have been a dozen men accompanying Paul, most of them Gentiles, so providing somewhere to stay was important as Jerusalem was crowded at Feast times. The NT makes it clear that the spread of the Gospel and the upbuilding of churches by itinerant teachers was helped by the generous hospitality of Believers, 9:43; 10:6; 16:15, 40; 21:7, 8. 





� Accepting Gentiles as fellow-Believers did weaken the grip of the Law on Jewish Believers. This was inevitable as Jews had rejected Christ and God had (according to His eternal purposes) made Him the foundation of His new people. We have spiteful Jewish-Christian anti-Paul writings from the century that followed the events recorded here and it’s clear that those who discredited Paul, also tended to discredit Christ, speaking of Him as a Godly Prophet, rather than as the Son of God. They passed these ideas on to Mohammed and Islam.





� In the Gospels much space is devoted to the last two weeks of the Lord’s life as they were very important. As 21:17-24:23 cover only a few weeks, these events must have been important. They establish clearly the problem caused by the gap between Jewish culture and Gentile culture within the church, and Paul’s position in relation to it. What happened to Paul also reveals the problems Christianity would face in dealing with the Roman Authorities. 





� Luke chose to say nothing specifically about the handing over of the collection, or of the reception of it. Perhaps out of modesty as he was a Gentile and probably one of its bearers. But he writes of the Jerusalem elders glorifying-praising God for the fruit of Paul’s ministry- Diakonia, and Paul refers to the collection as a Diakonia in Rom 15:31; 2 Cor 8:4; 9:1, 12, 13.





� Paul taught that circumcision was irrelevant to salvation, but that Jews must not become uncircumcised. And that we should witness for Christ among our natural associations and associates, rather than promptly removing ourselves from them. 1 Co 7:17-22. Law-keeping for Jews was a matter of personal conviction before God, a matter of doing what one believed to be God’s will, Rom 14:1-23. But in order to fellowship with Gentile Christians they must not insist on always obeying the details of food Laws, Gal 2:12-14, 1 Cor 10:25, 27. Paul may have realised that in churches where most were Gentiles, Law-keeping among the Jewish members would weaken and die out. But the Pharisee Christian Jews wanted no weakening of the rules made by the Pharisees – even though Christ’s failure to keep them was a deciding factor in His rejection and murder, Mk 3:1-6, etc. 


     Paul taught the truth that God had revealed to him - that Christ was the end of the Law as a means of righteousness. And that all the Law, its sacrifices etc, were only shadows of spiritual realities, Heb 8-9, and that Christ and His sacrifice of Himself was the eternal reality. That Christians, including believing Jews, were no longer under the Law, Rom 7:1-6. And that if a man was unwilling to trust Christ for justification and chose to trust circumcision for that purpose he cut himself off from Christ, Gal 5:1-6. It’s not surprising that those to whom being a Jew and keeping the Law was the important thing, should go beyond the truth and make this accusation even though Paul always insisted that Jews were free to keep the Law. 





� We can’t be sure what these Scripture mean as we don’t know how the Purification Laws were interpreted at that time (The writings of the Rabbis in the Talmud were made long after the Temple was destroyed, and seem largely pious fiction.) From Num 6:2-21 we understand that a Nazirite was “holy” for all the time of his vow, so shaving his head, and making a sacrifice at the end of the Nazirite vow wouldn’t be called “Purification.” But these men would need purification if they had become accidentally unclean, Num 6:9-12. Or the purification ritual may refer only to Paul who had been living among Gentiles and so – according to strict Jews - needed to purify himself for 7 days before being fit to enter the Temple and join the 4 men in their ritual. The details aren’t given – they weren’t important as soon there would be no Temple and no sacrifices. Cp Num 8:21; 19:12; 31:19; 1 Chr 15:12; 2 Chr 29:15-16.





� There is nothing in what we have of Paul’s writings that refers to the Temple, (unless he wrote Hebrews). He taught that the Law and its covenant had been replaced by the New Covenant, 2 Cor 3, but insisted that the Jewish Christians had the right to keep the Law, Rom 14:1-15:7, etc. That he proclaimed the Gospel message that Christ as the Lamb of God, etc had replaced Temple sacrifices, was true. The destruction of the Temple, AD 70, made the truths in Heb 8-10 a comfort to those who had treasured the Temple and its sacrifices.





� At Ephesus the mob rioted to protect the honour of their Goddess, and that was reasonable as she was helpless. But it’s sad when people who profess to worship the Living God disgrace our Lord by thinking they must take up weapons – physical or verbal – in His defence, as if He couldn’t be trusted to defend His truth and His people. Cp 2 Sam 6:6. Human efforts can defend only the empty shell of doctrine, religious customs etc. All that’s necessary to defend the true God, Gospel, and Church is to walk with Him in thankful obedience. 





� Each time Paul witnessed he was loyal to the facts, but the items included, and the emphasis given to them was varied to have maximum impact for God. Paul knew their desperate need of conversion and was eager to do all he could to have them saved – his own safety mattered nothing, 20:23-24; 21:14. That he had been as anti-Gospel as they were and had been converted was a challenge to them to consider the claims of Christ. We may meet in glory men converted through Paul’s witness to that mob.)





� The High Priest only is mentioned in 9:1, but as he was President of the Sanhedrin his actions would be taken in their name and exercising their authority. Most of the rulers concerned would have been dead by then, but in the bitterness of their anger at his conversion the facts would not have been easily forgotten, and there would have been written records to support Paul’s claim.





� The precise meaning of the forms of the verbs to see, and to hear, support what is written above, as far as it’s possible for us to know. Of course proud critics who do not want to know God, or obey His word, will twist verses like these into seeming contradictions. The fact is that Luke the writer, and the scribes who copied these verses in the early years, knew the Greek language well and saw no contradiction in what was written or they would have corrected it. What Luke wrote was inspired by the Holy Spirit and its accuracy was supported by the fact that it made good sense to its readers, who were quite familiar with the form of Greek in which it was written and so understood its idoms. That scholars today claim to be able to find errors and contradictions is a sign, not of great learning, but of wilful unbelief and blind folly.





� In Gal 1:1, 12 Paul says God commissioned him, not any man. That doesn’t deny that God used Ananias to tell Paul that He had chosen him and was commissioning him to serve him in this way. No Believer could commission Paul to Apostleship, although God’s servants might enlist the help of other Believers as Barnabas did with Saul and Mark, and Paul with Timothy and Silas. 





� In the NT there is a connection between baptism and the forgiveness of sins. However, the NT statements do not imply that baptism is the means by which sins are forgiven. Calling on the Lord is the key to having sins forgiven, and being baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus demonstrates that one is calling on His name – looking to him for salvation and trusting Him for it. Water baptism is the outward sign of God’s work of grace in a human heart. The outward doesn’t produce the inward, but it truthfully displays that inward work or it is an empty sham. The reality of the regenerating baptism of the Spirit, its symbol baptism in water, and the removal of our sinful state are closely linked, 2:38; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet 3:21. Cp Rom 2:28; 6:3-14; Eph 2:8-9; Phil 3:4-9. 





� This invisible personal experience was reflected in the action of the Jerusalem Believers in 9:29-30. For his safety they sent him north to witness to Gentiles, and Jews in Syria and Cilicia, including Antioch, 11:25-26. There, in 13:2, Paul was again commissioned – told to take up the task - with  Barnabas. 





� The truth that God was interested in the welfare of Gentiles as well as Jews provoked a violent reaction at the Nazareth synagogue, Lk 4:24-29. As Gooding says the crowd reacted like a spoiled child who had been promised a wonderful toy, but when it was given to him had thrown it away in angry rejection. And yet when it was offered to another and they began to enjoy it, was even more angry. The lie that Gentiles had invaded their sanctuary had started the riot. The truth that God had sent Paul to preach to Gentiles started another riot. 





� Conscience- Suneidesis- Sun- With. Eido/Oida- To know, see, understand. The ability to know right from wrong, to know God and His will, what we ought to be and do, and whether we have done it. The values we live by and by which we evaluate our behaviour, Jn 8:9; Rom 2:15. We are born with the capacity for this (as we’re born with the capacity for speaking) and the people we grow up with train us by example and instruction. What we learn as infants unconsciously is most important because it becomes almost instinctive, 1 Cor 8:7. God by His Spirit and His Word re-trains our conscience, as we let Him tune us into fellowship with Himself and His will, Rom 12:1-2; 14:8; 1 Cor 2:14-16; 2 Cor 3:18; 5:14-18; Gal 2:20; Eph 4:21-30; Phil 2:1-16; 1 Tim 3:9; 1 Pet 2:19; 3:16-21. Paul is an example of this, Rom 9:1; 1 Cor 4:3-4; 2 Cor 1:12; 5:9-11; Phil 3:3-9; 1 Tim 1:5, 19; 2 Tim 1:3. We must not act against our conscience by failure to do what we believe to be God’s will, or encourage others to go against their conscience, Rom 14:19-23; 1 Cor 8:10-13; Titus 1:14. And avoid those who corrupt our conscience, Ps 1:1-5; 1 Cor 15:33; 1 Tim4:2. (I’ve read that when as President of the USA a business firm offered Lincoln a large bribe to give them a contract, and assured him that no-one would know. He refused and said “Two people would know, God and Abraham Lincoln, and I’ve got to live with Abraham Lincoln!)





� Eido can mean to recognise and acknowledge that someone is what they are claiming to be, as in Mt 25:12; Lk 13:25, 27- it wasn’t a matter of whether the foolish virgins were known as persons, but whether by their behaviour they were fulfilling their role, and were acknowledged as such. (In 1 Th 5:12 Eido is used of the elders being recognised as such.) We can’t be sure what the correct explanation is. It’s sensible to realise that those who wrote and read this when it was recent history understood and accepted what is written, and saw no need to change it. Only foolish pride can imagine that almost 2000 years later we can know better than they did.





� This wouldn’t have added to his respect for Jews, their religion and their leaders. This is the last glimpse we have of the Sanhedrin in Scripture. It shows that the Jews had been abandoned by God, and would, in their religious pride, fanatical patriotism and bitter factionalism bring down their Nation in ruins. They had rejected the Prince of Peace and chosen Barabbas, Mk 15:7-15, and brought upon them the fate that made Jesus weep, Lk 19:42-44. Men like Barabbas rebelled and drove the Romans out of the country. But then parts of Jerusalem were held by three rival Barabbas-type leaders who stopped fighting each other only when the Roman armies surrounded the city.





� The Lord’s words warn Paul’s critics that if they attack Paul they will find that He Himself stands with him. Paul was human, so could make mistakes, could repent and be restored to fellowship. But when His servants have obeyed 1 Jn 1:5-9, the Lord’s concern is always with our facing the future in the spirit of Phil 3:13-14; Heb 4:7-16. The Lord who knows all men’s hearts, 1:24, knew that Paul was stating the truth in 21:13, whether or not his every word and action had been in perfect harmony with His will. The Lord stood with Paul, assured Him that his witness in Jerusalem was acceptable, and he would be granted his wish to witness in Rome. 





� If the Commander didn’t already know it, he would soon be shown that in the cause of their religion – even the highest religion which claimed to worship the true God and Creator – enthusiasts are prepared to throw away all moral concerns and plan to tell lies in order to commit murder. People who claim to be godly will argue that God’s honour requires them to disgrace Him, and that somehow it’s noble and God-pleasing to do dishonest and illegal things in order to defeat rivals who take from God’s Word ideas they don’t like. God’s High Priest, supported by the Elders of the Nation of Israel, would do the lying, so that devout Jews could murder. The selfish, greedy Sadducees had been ineffective and the Pharisees showed sympathy for some things Paul taught, but there were men willing to kill for the glory of God, and die if necessary – the zealots. This reflects the state of the nation of Israel as recorded by the Jewish historian Josephus who wrote of zealots carrying concealed daggers mixing with the crowds and suddenly murdering someone for patriotic reasons or because someone paid them.





� Some commentators complain that it was an unreasonably expensive action for the sake of one Roman citizen. But his prompt, major action showed that Claudius Lysias appreciated the reality of life in Jerusalem. The soldiers would far outnumber the terrorists, but if they were determined to get Paul to Caesarea safely through the rough hill country round Jerusalem it wouldn’t be unreasonably large. Claudius may have regarded it as a useful training break for troops tired of dealing with cranky Jews in cluttered streets. The large number of men wasn’t a tribute to the importance of the Gospel Preacher, but intended to demonstrate that in a rebellious land the Commander was efficient in looking after the interests of Rome and of protecting Roman citizens. 





� The Jewish religion was legally permitted and protected under Roman law. Throughout Acts it is made clear that Christianity was an alternative version of the permitted Jewish religion. In fact, as Peter, John, Paul, James etc insisted, it was the God-intended, God-organised development which had always been God’s intention in giving His Law to Moses.





� Differences in judgment as to what is pleasing to God are still with us. Does using a musical instrument to aid hymn singing deny that the Lord is more interested in our hearts than the tunefulness of our singing? Is arranging a preacher for a Gospel or teaching meeting a denial of the leading of the Holy Spirit? Is a savings account or an insurance policy an act of unbelief in failing to trust Christ? Is having a mortgage on one’s house defying Rom 13:8? If there were unbelievers on its translation Committee is it wrong to read that translation as God’s Word? (There were unbelievers among the KJV translators, many more on the RV, and may have been on all modern ones.) To a Believer with a weak-sensitive conscience on such matters, the doing of any of those things could be a sin. But it would also be a sin if he judged other Believers for doing them, Rom 14. 
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