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An ATTEMPT at

                Listening to the Lord

                                In

ACTS 

 (Christ Builds His Church 

· as He Promised, Mt 16:18.)

1:1-9:31 THE EARLY CHURCH – JERUSALEM, JUDEA, SAMARIA.

9:32-28:31 THE CHURCH EXPANDS TO THE END OF THE EARTH.

I believe the best way to hear what God has to say to us is to read and re-read Scripture for ourselves. Whatever further ideas we gain by reading what others have written can then be checked against this. I’ve not printed the full text of Acts so that you will need to read from your own familiar Bible as you make use of this booklet. May God in His Grace give you joy in your studies as He has in mine.

E Read 

Explanation of Abbreviations: OT= Old Testament. NT= New Testament. BRETHREN/brothers is KJV/Niv. [RT]= Received Text. [Nes]= Nestle Text. LXX= Greek Septuagint Old Testament. Cp= Compare with the Scriptures that follow. Mss= Manuscripts. 
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In writing this I have benefitted from studying commentaries on Acts by C. K. Barrett, F.F. Bruce, D. Gooding, (Valuable in showing the common features of their world and ours) L.T. Johnson, William McDonald (Believers Bible Commentary.) R.B. Rackham,. Bible Society Translators Handbook, Newman & Nida. NIV Study Bible. And as general background, The Book of Acts in its Hellenistic Setting, CJ Hemer. 

INTRODUCTION

Title- The book doesn’t give itself a name, but by AD 150 it was known as The Acts of the Apostles, and was widely accepted as Holy Scripture. It might also be called the Acts of the Holy Spirit. His outpouring is recorded in 2:1-4; 8:15-17; 10:44-46; 19:6 – these established the spread of the Gospel to different groups. He empowers and guides the progress of God’s servants, 4:23-31; 8:29, 39; 10:19; 11:15-17; 15:28; 16:6; 20:22; 21;4, 11. An Apostle may appoint leaders, 14:23, but invisibly the Spirit raises them up, 20:28.

The TEXT- An oddity about Acts is that the ancient Western text is 10% longer. When preaching we may add “Lord” and “Christ” where the Gospels use only the name Jesus. The Western Text adds them to in the Name of Jesus, and it adds things that makes what is happening more clear and exciting. As Acts is mostly narrative some scribes copying it may have felt free to do this, as preachers may do today. (Accurate detail is needed with doctrinal writing.) 

Author- Unlike Josephus, who boasts of his personal importance, the author of Acts doesn’t even give his name. He writes of his Lord, his Lord’s Gospel, and his Lord’s people, and writes for the furtherance of His work. Cp Lk 3:16; Jn 3:30, Acts continues from where Luke’s Gospel ends, and from early times it was understood that both were written by Luke, Paul’s companion. In 27:3, etc he shows he was with Paul by saying WE landed at Sidon. The voyage to Rome is so vivid and accurate that it’s clear that he was writing from personal experience. If the prison Paul was writing from was in Rome, Luke was one of Paul’s Gentile companions there, Col 4:12-14. And the writer of Acts uses words physicians and other educated Greeks used. 

Some argue Acts couldn’t have been written by a friend of Paul as it says little about doctrines. But Luke could have been a very helpful and loved companion of Paul without sharing his enthusiasm for doctrine. Paul was fitted and called to write Romans. Luke fitted and called to write Acts, and it isn’t about doctrine. It’s a history of the founding and growth of the Church. It records the Gospel that was preached, and the actions of those moved to live as the Apostles taught and the Spirit guided. Accurate doctrine is important in many of Paul’s epistles. An accurate record of events in the spread of the Gospel is important in Acts. 

Luke writes the most educated Greek of the NT, especially in summaries of Paul’s addresses to educated audiences as in 17:21-32; 24:10-21; 26:1-29. When he writes of the early church in Jerusalem, or quotes the scriptures, he uses Aramaic words in order to be true to the originals, but uses educated grammar and style. Acts is the work of a skilful writer who makes the point of what is happening clear. He writes objectively - states facts clearly, without taking sides - as when he writes of the disputes between the Hebraic and Grecian Jews, 6:1, and between Paul and Barnabas 15:39.

Date- An early tradition said Luke wrote Acts during Paul’s stay in Rome, AD 63, the time of the last recorded events. Of the 73 scholars listed by Hemer, 23 thought it was written before AD 65, and another 18 before AD 80. The lack of reference to Paul’s epistles suggests that Acts was written while Paul’s writings were considered less important than his travels and preaching. If written later it’s odd that there is no mention of the destruction of Jerusalem, AD 70, as it affected the issues of Acts 15, and 21. The reception of Gentile Christians by Jewish Christians became less important, as Judaism then lost state approval - so Gentile Christians gained nothing by being accepted as Jews. 

Paul preaching the Gospel in the heart of the Roman Empire, 28:30-31 is a logical end of the account of how the Gospel was spread, and the church formed. As it ends before Nero’s persecution, while Roman authority wasn’t actively hostile, Acts gives a better example for all time of God’s will for His church in relation to Government. Acts is a permanent record of the founding situation, and the formation of its main features, and stops before the increasing complexity would make such a brief, factual summary impossible.

Sources of Acts- As Luke spent some years with Paul the whole of Paul’s history would have been known to him. As for his Gospel, Lk 1:1-3, he would have got information about things that happened earlier from those who were involved like Philip and Mnason, 21:8, 16. From these, and any written records, Luke created a vivid, accurate picture. He selects the important facts, states them impartially, and sets them out in logical order to give us a firm understanding of God’s founding of the Church, and the way He intended its life to develop. 

ACTS is accurate History- As he says in Lk 1:3-4 he sets out a rational, historical account and he does so as a competent historian. This helps us to understand what happens against the background of the secular world of the time. That this is the real world recorded in secular history, is seen in the use of the correct titles of rulers – for senatorial provinces Cyprus, 13:7, Achaia, 18:12, and Asia 19:38, Proconsul. For Imperial provinces, Judaeo, Acts 23:24; 26:30, Procurator. Philippi was a Roman Colony, its magistrates and officers Praetors and Lictors, 16:20, 35. Thessalonica had Politarchs, 17:6, and Ephesus had Asiarchs, 19:31, and a town clerk, 19:35. Caesar is called THE Augustus as Government officials did in 25:21, 25. These titles varied from time to time, but those Luke uses show an accurate knowledge of the current situation. Many statements in Acts have been questioned, but apart from a few such as Theudas, 5:36, Hemer lists more than 200 which can now be justified by secular research. 

The different city backgrounds are realistic:- Jerusalem, with its intolerant excitable mob, Antioch with a tolerant mixture of East and West in culture and religion. Philippi’s self-important “Roman” status, Athens with its sophisticated philosophy, Ephesus proud of its famous temple, and its magic spells, etc. Each rings true to life at that time, as far as we can judge it. Yet he is not content to give mere information – the reality of God’s guidance and intervention by His Spirit is made clear. 

Acts as History of the Church– Acts is the only inspired History of the Church. All other records of the early church add traditions of doubtful accuracy. Luke’s concern is to help Believers to understand what God was doing and intending to do so we will be encouraged to play our part in continuing His work. He writes to give information that will give the readers confidence- Asphaleia, Lk 1:4 in the Christian Gospel. And sets the facts out in a well organised account that makes their meaning clear, so that they are seen as parts of God’s outworking of His great purpose of salvation. Repetition is avoided, except with two critical events in the expansion of the Gospel, and its product the Church – the conversion of Cornelius, 10:9-11:18; 15:7-9, and the conversion of Saul/Paul, 9:1-19; 22:3-16; 26:9-20. 

Acts links the Gospels to the Epistles- It provides a secure bridge between Christ’s life, actions and teachings, and the Christ Life taught in the Epistles. It shows God’s OT people the Jews, living under the old covenant of Law-obedience, being replaced by His NT people, living under the New Covenant of the indwelling Spirit – the Church made up of all those individuals who received Christ as their Saviour, Jn 1:12-13 and are born of the Spirit, Jn 3:2-8. And that this change comes from Israel’s rejection of their Messiah, and yet it fulfils God’s eternal purposes. 

It shows how, empowered by the Spirit,  the Gospel is preached and the Church expands and fulfils the promise to Abraham of world-wide blessing. It ends with the Gospel making an impact on Rome, the great centre of the Gentiles who God was determined to bless word-wide through the church. The visible Human leaders struggle with the challenges. God the Holy Spirit over-rules and guides the eternal invisible purposes of God. And this demonstrates the principles under which the church should operate. 

The developing understanding of what the Church is, is shown in the lives of key Christians. At first Peter speaks as if the new group was a faithful remnant of Israel, through whom Israel’s Kingdom could be restored, 1:6, at Christ’s Return, and in some way bring blessing to Gentiles; 2:21; 3:17-21. Only when God had sent him to Cornelius, was he made to see what the Gospel really meant. And Gentiles were won to Christ in such a way that the Jews couldn’t refuse to accept them as Brothers in Christ, members of His Church.11:18. And as seen in 15:7-11, this became the basis of Church life. The Apostles seem to have seen their work as centred on Jerusalem even after persecution drove the Christians out, 8:1, and the Pharisee Christians were still clinging to the old order in 21:20-25. 

Stephen’s quick mind saw that the Christian Gospel proclaimed they were a new people of God, under a new Covenant – the indwelling Spirit replacing external law. And that the Church must break with traditions and move forward with the Lord. Stephen was killed for that, yet his persecutor Paul was enlisted to put those truths into practice. Philip quietly ignored prejudices, obeyed his Lord and witnessed successfully to Samaritans - and won a convert–missionary to distant Ethiopia. 

Then the history centres on Paul, as Apostle to the Gentiles, to whom God revealed the doctrines of the Gospel, and the nature of the Church, as set out in his Epistles. When the Church was flourishing in the huge city of Antioch God launched a mission to the Gentiles, which ended in Rome -with the assurance, Jews may reject, but Gentiles will hear, 28:23-28. And step by step we are shown that what God required His servants to do fitted in with what He had in the OT revealed of His purposes.

The developing understanding of Church’s task- At first the emphasis was on calling the nation of Israel to repentance. This was followed by a sense of the urgent need to get the Gospel out before Christ returned, 1 Cor 7:29-31. By the time Acts closes, and in Paul’s later Epistles, there is a realisation that the Church must be ready for long term witness if the Lord so willed, 2 Tim 2:2; 3:1-5; 4:1-4. And as the church became increasingly Gentile, Christian Jews, such as those in 21:20, would have to choose fellowship with Gentile Christians against bitter hatred from Christ-rejecting Jews, Heb 10:32-39. 

How the Church must cope with its world setting- The early church coped by relying on God’s Word, and the Holy Spirit – an example for churches everywhere and in all ages. We see from their experience that bitter persecution need not stop God’s work, although it might check it. It’s what God is, and has done, that His people must rely on. While men may fail, He will never fail, 1:8; Mt 16:16-18; 28:18-20. 

In relation to Paganism. Pagan religions are false, Christianity is true, 14:15-18. God is Spirit, not dependent on men. He provides for all with a view to their seeking Him. God is seeking them in Christ, who everyone must face as Judge, 17:22-31.

In relation to Judaism. Christ had come and they had crucified Him, as the final act of Jewish apostasy, 7:2-53. God raised Him, and from Glory the Spirit had come to set up a new people of God in fulfilment of the OT promises. The work of the Holy Spirit in believers and congregations had replaced the Law and the Temple as God’s agents. Christian Jews might choose to continue to keep the Law, and join in Temple worship, but Gentile Christians had no obligation to the Law. And Christian Jews must take up their mission to bring salvation to the whole world, 1:8; 13:47; Isa 42:6; 49:6; Lk 2:32 etc. 

In relation to Government. Neither Pilate nor Herod found any basis for a charge against Jesus under Roman Law, 3:13; Lk 23:13-15. Paul appealed confidently for lawful treatment and that often worked well. He received an apology in 16:37-40. At Thessalonica the accusation of an offence against Roman law was rejected, but the authorities required a bond that the law would be kept, 17:9. At Corinth Gallio refused to listen to a charge against Paul, and didn’t interfere when one of his accusers was beaten up, 18:12-17. Paul was on good terms with the Chief men- Asiarchs at Ephesus, 19:31, 36-41. At Jerusalem and Caesarea he claimed his rights as a Roman Citizen and a Christian Jew – emphasising that a man could be a Jew, a Christian and a good citizen of the state of Rome. 

Against division in the church. Acts makes it clear that the Gospel was first preached at Jerusalem, and was based on events there – Christ’s crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, descent of the Spirit. But from the first God’s intention was that it should be a world-wide witness, and a united body of God’s people, from all places, races, and society, 1:8; 2:21, 39; 3:25-26. Samaritans and Gentiles were baptised by the Spirit into the one body of Christ in association with the Jerusalem Apostles. Paul was called to be Apostle to the Gentiles, 9:15; 22:18-21; Gal 2:1-10, etc. God gave him a deep concern that Jewish and Gentile Believers love and accept one another in Christ, and be united in worship and witness, Rom 14:1-15:6, etc. That was why he went to Jerusalem with gifts from Gentile churches, in spite of the danger, 21:12-14; 24:17; Rom 15: 30-32; 16:25-27, etc. 

Paul and Peter were God-ordained and authenticated Apostles- That’s made clear, 22:17-21. Both:- heal cripples, 3:2-8/14:8-10, heal indirectly, 5:15/19:12, cast out demons, 5:16/16:18, defeat sorcerers, 8:18-24/13:6-11, raise the dead, 9:36-41/20:9-12, escape from prison miraculously, 12:6-11/16:25-34, are guided by visions, 10:9-16/16:9-10, and the Holy Spirit enters people when they lay hands on them, 8:17/19:6. The division between a Jerusalem Gospel+Law party, and a Law-free Gospel party may be reflected in Corinth. But Paul disowns the pro-Paul group in 1 Cor 1:10-17, and Peter and the Jerusalem church disown the pro-Peter group and praise Paul in 15:24-26. (Paul’s writings aren’t Anti Peter – his indignation with Peter, Gal 2, was because Peter’s action was inconsistent with Peter’s Gospel. Peter praises Paul in 2 Pet 3:15.) Peter and Paul used the OT Scriptures when speaking to Jews, spoke of Christ rejected, crucified and yet raised by God to fulfil all His purposes of world-wide blessing. 2:14-36; 3:12-26/13:16-41, etc. While he wouldn’t allow Jews to force Law-keeping on Gentiles, Acts 15:1-3/Rom 14:5; 1 Cor 7:18-19; Gal 5:2-6; 6:15, Paul tried to avoid giving offence to Jews, 16:3; 21:23-26; 1 Cor 9:19-23; 10:32-33. 

Paul’s letters aren’t quoted in Acts but what it records fits in with them. Paul worked to support himself, 18:3; 20:34/1 Cor 4:12; 9:1-18; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Th 2:9; 2 Th 2:3:7-9. He spoke Hebrew, 21:40; 22:2/2 Cor 11:22; Phil 3:5, was a Pharisee, 23:6; 26:5/Phil 3:5, a leading scholar, 22:3/Gal 1:14, and persecuted Christians, 8:3; 9:1; 22:4-5, 26:9-11/1 Cor 15:9; Gal 1:13; Phil 3:6. At Paul’s conversion near Damascus, 9:1-9/Gal 1:16, he saw the Lord and heard His voice, 9:4, 17; 22:7-14/1 Cor 9:1, 17; 15:8. Paul was made an Apostle through a vision, 9:3-6, 15; 26:19/Gal 1:16. He led a delegation to Jerusalem, with gifts collected for the poor, 20:4-6; 21:17-23 24:17/Rom 15:25-31; 1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8:1-9:15. He was imprisoned for Gospel preaching, 24:1-29; 28:18-30/Eph 3:1; 4:1; Phil 1:12-17; 2 Tim 1:8; Phil 1:1, 9, etc. Hemer lists 66 correlations with Epistles, mostly specific. 

Acts doesn’t set out to state doctrines, as Paul does. The messages preached to Jews centre on the resurrection of Jesus being triumphant proof that He was the promised Messiah, and that the Gospel offer was valid. That the resurrection was the critical point is confirmed by a modern conservative Jew, P. Lapide in his book “The Resurrection of Jesus,” SPCK 1984. He wrote on page 15 "Without the resurrection, Christianity would have never left Jerusalem" "It took a minority of Jews to say Yes to him, and the majority to say No, to drive the history of Salvation beyond the particularism of Judaism into the universal horizon of the Nations.." And page 143. "The Christianising of a billion people is a significant way-station on the way to the conversion of the world to God. Since this is based on the resurrection of Jesus the Easter Faith has to be recognised as part of the Divine Providence." 

But Acts give incidental witness that God is Creator, 4:24; 14:15; 17:24, Sustainer, 14:17; 17:25, Controller, 14:16; 17:26-28, Judge of all, 17:31. He is Spirit, independent of humans, 7:48-50; 17:24-25. He revealed Himself in the history of Israel, 7:2-53; 13:17-22; proclaimed His will in Moses and the prophets, 2:17-21, 24-28, 34-36; 3:21-26; 4:25-26; 15:15-18; 28:25-27, and fulfilled it in Jesus, 3:23-26; 13:32-41.

Jesus is the Son sent by God to be the Messiah-Christ of Israel, 2:36; 3:20; 5:42; 8:5; 9:20; 17:3; 18:5. He is Lord, 2:36; 10:36, the Holy, Righteous One, 3:14; 7:52; 22:14. The son of David 2:30, the prophet like Moses, 3:22; 7:37, the Servant of the Lord, 3:13, 26; 4:30; 8:32-35. He is the Author of life, 3:15, Leader and Saviour 5:31, who suffered for His people, 3;18; 17:3; 26:23, and redeemed them by His blood, 20:28. Rejected by Jewish rulers, crucified by Gentiles, 2:23; 3:13-15; 13:28. Buried, but raised by God, seen by His disciples, 2:24, 32; 3:13-15; 10:40-41; 13:29-31, and exalted at God’s right hand, 2:33-36; 3:20; 7:55. The Name of Jesus was used with authority and power, 3:16; 4:12, 30. He will return to Judge the living and dead, 3:20-23; 10:42; 17:31. He is the true object of faith who brings forgiveness and salvation, 2:21-38; 10:43; 13:38-39; 16:31. Believers pray to Him, 7:59.

The Spirit was promised through the prophets, 2:16-18, and sent by the Father, and the risen Christ, 1:4-5, 8; 11:16-17. He was poured out on and received by all the Disciples, 2:4, 33, and by converts, Jews, 2:38, Samaritans, 8:17, and Gentiles, 10:44-46. With the first of each group baptised into Christ’s body (the church) that fact was made visible by their speaking in tongues praising God, and being understood by hearers 2:4-6, 10:46; 19:6. The Spirit witnesses to Christ through the witness of His servants, 1:8; 5:32. Cp Jn 15:26-27, and reveals God’s will through prophets, 11:28-30; 21:10-11. He is in the church, 5:3, and directs its missionary activity, 13:2; 15:28; 16:6-10. 

The Church Ekklesia – a called-out company of people, began in Jerusalem and all Believers there were members of it, 5:11; 16:5; 18:22, etc. A variety of names are used of the Church and its members- a multitude- Plethos, 6:5; 15:30, disciples, 6:1; 9:19, 38; 11:26; 14:22; 18:23; 20:1, etc, believers, 2:44; 4:32, Christians, 11:26; brothers 15:1, 3, 32-35, 40; 16:2, 40; 18:27, etc. Each name teaches something about them.

From God’s point of view people became members of the church by being baptised into it by the Holy Spirit, 1:5; 2:1-4; 1 Cor 12:13. From the human point of view it’s by Faith in Christ, crucified and risen and that is symbolised by being baptised, 2:38; Mt 28:19. 

God’s will for us was revealed through the Apostles (and later prophets), 2:42; 18:26; 19:1-7; Mt 28:20; Jn 15:12-15, and we have it in the NT, Eph 4:11-16; 2 Pet 3:16. The church fellowships together in prayer, 2:42; 4:23-30; 6:4, 6; 12:5, 12; 13:2-3; 16:25; 20:36; 21:5. Worship/breaking bread, (At first in homes, then at a gathering on the First Day of the week, 20:7.). And a joy in being together and a willingness to meet each other’s needs, 2:42-47; 4:32-37; 6:1-7; 11:28-30; 16:15. 

At first the Church was in the care of the Apostles, and then they were joined by elders, 15:2-16:4. (James, an elder, not an Apostle, seems to have acted as Chairman in 12:17; 15:12-21; 21:18.) Then elders without Apostles, 11:30; 14:23; 20:17; 21:18. Cp Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:1-10; Titus 1:5-9. The Apostles encouraged the recognition of local leaders, 6:1-7; 11:22-26; 14:21-23; 15:22-27, 31-32, 36; 20:17-28, and they are called BISHOPS/Overseers- Episkopoi, and Shepherds, 20:28. Deacons were chosen by the whole church and their choice confirmed by the Apostles, 6:6. 

The Gentile Mission was foretold in the OT 13:47/Isa 42:6; 15:16-18/Amos 9:11-12, and launched by God’s special intervention, 9:15; 10:1-48; 11:17-18; 13:1-3; 14:27; 15:7-9, 12-14; 21:19; 22:21.The Gospel was presented first to God's OT people, the Jews, but it was made clear that if they refused, God’s purpose would go ahead without them, 3:26; 13:46; 28:28. The Lord implied this in His sermon at Nazareth, Lk 4:25-27, and it was given effect in the mission of Philip, 8:26-29; Peter 10:1-11:18, some disciples 11:19-21, and of Paul.

Salvation, being saved are key words in Acts. Salvation includes the forgiveness of sins, 2:38; 3:19; 10:43; 13:38-39; 26:17:18, including the great sin of rejecting and crucifying their Messiah. Repentance (forsaking the old life) and faith, (laying hold of Christ and life in Christ) are essential, and He is available as Saviour to everyone, 2:21; 4:12; 16:30-31; 20:21. Salvation is provided through His sufferings and gift of grace, 8:32-37/Isa 53:7-12; 20:28; 26:23. Those saved, are Believers-Obeyers-Disciples. The End of the age will come with Christ’s visible return, 1:11; 3:20-21, and will involve Judgment, 10:42; 17:30-31; 24:15, but the spread of the Gospel is to be our concern 1:7-8. 

Universality. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit fell on every disciple present, and God’s intention to sweep into His church believers world-wide was made clear, 2:3-12, 39. The Gospel was preached to Jews and Gentiles, slaves and Kings, 26:2. Those who obeyed the Gospel call and were saved included Samaritans, 8:4-13, an Ethiopian, 8:27-39, a Roman Centurion and his household, 10:34-48, a Jailer and his, 16:30-32, a rich merchant, 16:14-15; a Roman governor, 13:7-12; a Greek philosopher, 17:34, and disciples of John Baptist, 18:25; 19:1-7. And in spite of persistent rejection of Christ and His gospel by the Jewish nation under its leaders, 4:1-2, 5-21; 5:17-42; 6:12, 15; 9:1-2, Jews responded to the Gospel and were transformed by the power of God, 2:41, 47, 4:4; 5:14; 6:1, 7. These included Paul a persecuting Pharisee 9:1-22, and many priests, 6:7.

1:1-26 Preparing for God’s        New Work  –  the Church

(Acts is a continuation of Luke’s Gospel account of what Jesus began to do and teach, and it sets out the work He will continue through His servants after He has ascended to Heaven and, with the Father, sent the Holy Spirit as promised in Jn 15:26. After giving convincing proof of the reality of His resurrection, and assuring the disciples of God’s purposes and provision of power, the Lord ascended visibly in the sight of His disciples, and angelic messengers repeated the promise of His return, Jn 14:3. Then the Apostles who will be His key witnesses in the early chapters of Acts are listed, including the replacement of Judas the betrayer. It’s clear that what happens won’t be just acts of obedience by the Apostles depending on human resources, or on God. They were to do nothing, and they did nothing, until the Holy Spirit descended and directed and empowered all that followed. The Lord’s disciples, His Mother and brothers were a united community, waiting, praying and preparing.)

1:1-11 The Risen Lord’s Promises & Commands

 (1:6-11 probably records what was said as they ascended the Mount of Olives, or had reached the summit. The Lord’s words were appropriate as His last instructions and farewell before His Ascension.)

1:1-2 THE/In my FORMER TREATISE/book- Logos- Word, message. I MADE/wrote about THEOPHILUS- Theos- God, Phileo- To love as a friend. As a personal name it meant “friend of God.” In Lk 1:3 he is called “Excellency,” as the Governor of Judea is in 23:26; 24:3. The original copy of Acts may have been sent to an important person, but God has provided it for everyone who loves Him and wants to learn more of the early days of the Church, and God’s purposes for it. Luke wrote his Gospel organised in a way that the events and message could be seen in their correct proportions, Lk 1:3. Acts is the continuation of this. 

OF ALL THAT JESUS BEGAN TO DO AND to TEACH- Both are important, and should never be separated. Our Lord’s words and actions were totally consistent, and equally reflected the will of the Father, Jn 5:36-37; 8:18, 29; 9:4. Our Lord condemned those who heard His teachings but didn’t do them, Mt 7:24-27. And in Mt 23 He condemned those who didn’t obey their own teachings. The Saviour was the living embodiment of what He taught. Scripture insists that teaching must be put in practice or it’s worse than useless. Doctrine and Duty, Creed and Conduct, Faith and Obedience, are inseparable in God's order. Acts records what Jesus continued to do and teach, through His Apostles and their converts, directed and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

UNTIL HE WAS.. TAKEN UP into heaven- In the LXX the same word is used of Elijah in 2 Ki 2:9-11. On the Cross the Lord declared He had finished the work He had come to do, Jn 17:4; 19:30. His public ministry was done, but after His resurrection He continued to teach His disciples. Luke summarises the precious last days with which his Gospel closed, before writing of the sending of the Spirit of God to launch them on the world-wide Gospel witness to Christ. That would be a “greater work” Jn 14:12, in the sense that an oak tree is greater than the acorn from which it grew.

AFTER.. THROUGH THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit- The word Ghost suggests ghostly, the word Spirit suggests spiritual, so I will use only the word Spirit. GIVEN/giving COMMANDMENTS/instructions- Entellomai The word is used of the Law Mt 15:4; Mk 10:3; Jn 8:5, etc and the orders given by the Lord Jesus, Mt 17:9. 28:28; Jn 15:17, etc. UNTO/to THE APOSTLES HE HAD CHOSEN- Apart from calling Paul and Barnabas Apostles in 14:4, 14, Luke uses the word only of the twelve, Lk 6:13. The 70 were also “sent” but were not Apostles. Acts begins with the Lord’s instructions given while He was physically present, and goes on to record what He continued to do and teach through the Holy Spirit while He was physically absent. 1:8; 2:4; 17; 4:8, 31; 5:3; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 9:31; 13:2, 4; 15:28; 16:6. 

All the Lord’s life, words and actions were directed by the Spirit, Mk 1:10-12; Lk 4:1, 14, 18; Jn 1:29-33; 3:34; 6:63; Heb 9:14, as He lived in submissive fellowship with the Father, Mt 11:25-27; Jn 1:17-18; Jn 5:19-37; 6:37, 44-47, 57; 8:16-18, 27-29; 10:36-38; 12:49-13:3. In His great discourse and prayer with the disciples in Jn 14-17 He made it clear that they would live on earth in God’s love, doing God’s will, indwelt by God the Spirit, as He Himself had done, Jn 15:9-12; 17:23; 20:21-22. 

1:3 TO WHOM.. HE SHOWED HIMSELF/to these men- The words mean He “placed Himself alongside” the disciples, and so proved He was alive, Mt 28:1-20; Lk 24:1-53; Jn 20:1-26; 21:1-14. 1 Cor 15:3-8. (His risen body, perhaps, demonstrated the restoration promised in 3:21?) AFTER HIS PASSION/suffering- Pascho. Used of our Lord’s suffering and death, 3:18; 17:3. BY MANY INFALLIBLE/convincing PROOFS- Tekmerion. The word means the proofs required to provide a secure base for teachings or actions. This fits Luke’s concern for evidence, assurance and proof, Lk 1:4; 24:38-40. 

BEING SEEN.. FORTY DAYS- The Greek words mean that during forty days the Lord made Himself visible to them, talked, ate, etc with them, and made Himself unseen again. This demonstrated to them that His concern for them continued, and that His being invisible didn’t mean that He wasn’t with them. The period 40 naturally links with the experiences of Moses and Elijah, Ex 34:28; Deu 8:2; 1 Ki 19:8. 

THINGS PERTAINING TO/about THE KINGDOM OF GOD- The teachings of the Risen Christ were a continuation of what He had already taught, as recorded in the Gospels. From the earliest times God is said to reign as King over all things, Ex 15:18; Ps 103:19; Dan 4:17. In the coming of Jesus the Kingdom drew near, came within reach, Mk 1:15; Lk 10:9; 11:20, so in 8:12; 28:23, 31, the Kingdom of God is closely associated with the story of Jesus. The good news of the Kingdom of God is based on His life, death and resurrection. 

The Lord’s words in Lk 17:20-21 showed that, in essence, the kingdom wasn’t a matter of externals. This directed attention away from the exclusive-to-Israel, earthly blessings, and leads naturally to what develops in the book of Acts. In 1:7-8, He brushes aside their concern for Israel’s Kingdom, and assures them that they will be witnessing, to Him in His absence, not ruling with Him on earth. His Kingdom, royal rule, is today on earth an invisible reality made up of those born again, Jn 1:12; 3:3, 5; Col 1:13. See the parables of Mat 13. The Church is a new thing, not revealed in the OT, but is now a revealed mystery, Eph 3:2-13, and it stretches from Pentecost to the Rapture, 1 Th 4:14-17. Membership of the Kingdom involves suffering now and future reward, Lk 6:20-23; 9:62; 12:32; 13:28-29. Cp 14:22; Rom 8:17; 14:17; 1 Cor 15:50; 2 Th 1:5. 

The King came visibly to His earthly people, Israel, and they rejected Him, Jn 1:11, and He must remain in heaven until Israel repents and is willing to receive Him, 3:19-21; Mt 23:37-39. God IS King, and when earthly kingship is judged it will be replaced visibly by God’s Kingdom, Ps 72:8; Dan 2:44; 7:14, 22, 27, etc. Although this earthly kingdom lasts only 1000 years, Rev 20:4 in a sense it’s an everlasting Kingdom in that at the end of the thousand Years and the Judgment He will reign eternally in Heaven without opposition or hindrances, 2 Pet 1:11.

1:4 BEING ASSEMBLED TOGETHER/when he was eating WITH- Sunalizo. Literally “sharing salt”- Halas, with them. as in 10:41; Lk 24:36-38. Sitting at the table having a meal together is the natural sense. Cp 10:41; Lk 24:30, 36-42. Eating together was a proof of the reality of Christ’s resurrection and body, and a good time for asking questions and the whole group hearing the answer. This links with the idea that in breaking bread they were having fellowship with Christ, 2:42, 46; 20:7, Lk 24:30-35. 

NOT DEPART FROM/leave JERUSALEM- Lk 24:49. To remain would seem dangerous. But they were to remain in Jerusalem, receive the blessing of the Holy Spirit, be formed into the Church, and witness to the city which had crucified their Messiah and Lord. And through them the Spirit of the Lord would witness to Jerusalem of their sin, God’s righteousness, and the judgment they would face unless they repented, Jn 16:7-11. And in the very place where the disciples had forsaken Him they would, empowered and transformed by the Spirit, proclaim His triumph. 

WAIT FOR THE PROMISE OF THE FATHER/gift my Father promised- The OT promise of Joel, perhaps, but more likely the words of John Baptist, Mt 3:11; Lk 3:16. And the fulfilment of the great promise made to Abraham, 3:25-26; Gen 12: etc would come through the sending of the Holy Spirit. HAVE HEARD OF ME/speak about- Throughout His ministry, and particularly in the Upper Room, the Lord had spoken to them of the Comforter-Helper who would come so that they would not be left orphans when their Lord departed, Jn 14:16, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7, 12-13. That this happened in Jerusalem, the holy city of the OT, would make it clear that the old order which had rejected its Lord was being replaced by God’s new order, the Spirit-endowed Church. 

1:5 JOHN.. BUT you will BE BAPTISED WITH- En- In. 
THE HOLY Spirit- Lk 3:16. At His last meeting with them He reminds them of the promise made by John Baptist. John’s baptism was physical, a confession of repentance and a desire to be what God wanted them to be. Many of them would have experienced that baptism. But the Lord would grant a spiritual baptism that only God could achieve – and it would transform them, as God would from then on dwell in them, empowering and working in them the life of Christ – Christ-likeness - on earth, Phil 2:12-13. And this would baptise all of them into the Church which is Christ’s body, 1 Cor 12:13. Under the old order Israel had tried to obey God’s Law, and when they failed, offered sacrifices in the Temple to cover their sin and be restored to fellowship with God. That imperfect priesthood and sacrifices were ended with Christ’s sacrifice of Himself, Jn 1:29; Heb 9:26, and ascension to take up His High Priestly role in Heaven, Heb 4:14. And the teaching of the Law by scribes was now replaced by the teaching role of the indwelling Holy Spirit, Jn 14:16-18; 16:12-15; Phil 2:12-13. 

1:6 So WHEN THEY.. WERE COME/met TOGETHER THEY- Luke is writing of the disciples – all were interested and were given the new commission. ASKED HIM.. LORD- Kurios- In the Gospels this was used as a title of respect when addressing Jesus and others. But in the LXX and in Lk 3:4; 4:18, etc, it was used to translate Jehovah/Yaweh– the LORD. And in Acts and the Epistles it is used of Jesus as being the true LORD of all, 2:21, 36; 10:36; Phil 2:11, etc. 

RESTORE- The word is used in LXX Mal 4:6 in the promise that Elijah would come and restore all things – put everything right in God’s sight. This is quoted in Lk 1:17. Cp Mt 17:11; Mk 9:12. Imperfect tense – are you at this time restoring, working at restoring. THE KINGDOM TO ISRAEL- The Lord had been speaking of the outpouring of the Spirit. Joel had spoken of this happening in association with the setting up of Messiah’s glorious kingdom, Joel 2. Israel had rejected Him, but He had risen triumphant - would He ascend His Messianic throne, defeat the Romans, establish a righteous, happy, God-blessed kingdom on and over the earth as promised in the OT? Cp Micah 4:1-8; Mt 19:28, etc. The Lord used the question to announce that the Church isn’t to be a national, or earthly power. After Pentecost the Gospel would offer to Jew and Gentile a spiritual kingdom of God to be entered individually by repentance and faith in Christ; 2:38-39; 8:12; 20:25; 28:23, 31; Jn 1:12-13. 

1:7-8 IT IS NOT FOR YOU TO KNOW- The Lord didn’t say He wouldn’t be setting up such a Kingdom – it had been promised, and they were right in expecting that it would be set up. But it was no concern of theirs, and it wasn’t God’s will that they should know when it would happen. We don’t know when the Lord will call us home, 1 Th 4:17, and set in motion the world’s rebellion against God that will be met by His coming in Glory to set up His Kingdom. That challenges us to live and work knowing our time of witness may end at any moment, Mt 24:1-51, etc. They, as we do, want to know when exciting things will happen. He promises they will be given power to do His will, which is for us to concentrate on evangelism. THE TIMES- Chronos A period of time, or a point of time. SEASONS/dates- Kairos The appropriate season in world history/state of the world, for God to intervene and set up His Kingdom. (Niv is a poor translation here as Kairos is used of seasons such as Spring, harvest time etc.) THE FATHER.. HIS OWN POWER/authority- Exousia- As in Mt 28:18. They’re not being given such knowledge as it wouldn’t help them to do God’s will.

BUT you will RECEIVE POWER- Dunamis- Ability power, capability. Dunamis is used of miracles worked, 2:22; 8:13; 19:11, and of the power with which the Apostles, 4:33, and Stephen, 6:8, did what they did. The next step in God’s purposes wasn’t the kingdom for Israel, but the power of the Spirit, for the church. This would equip them for witnessing, and challenge them to commit themselves to that work. 

when THE HOLY Spirit Pneuma- The word also means breath– He is the breath of Spiritual life in us, and in the Church, and the wind- which reminds us that He is both invisible and tremendously powerful, Jn 3:8, comes on YOU- Cp Lk 24:49. The Spirit coming down and the Lord Jesus going up, are balanced, Jn 16:7. you will BE my WITNESSES UNTO ME- Martus- Those who die in witnessing for Christ are called Martyrs. Witness is important throughout Acts - 1:22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39-43; 13:31; 22:15; 23:11; 26:16. The Spirit gives power and authority for us to speak and act on our Lord’s behalf so as to accomplish His purpose. The Spirit’s role in founding and continuing to guide and empower the Church is made clear in Acts. A man may be brilliantly gifted, and thoroughly trained, but the Spirit’s power is essential if He is to work effectively for God. The ungifted, uneducated, and naturally unattractive person, empowered by the Spirit may work effectively, as God makes clear through Paul in, 1 Cor 1:25-29. (The Spirit also brings us to birth, Jn 3:3-9, and moulds us into Christ-likeness, Rom 8:1-30, etc.) 

IN JERUSALEM- The old order where the Temple with its Priests and sacrifices drew all God’s people to Jerusalem had ended. It had been only a shadow of the reality which Christ Himself had now fulfilled, Heb 7:22-10:18. The new order was the Church which Christ had promised to build on the witness of who He was, and what He had done, proclaimed in the Gospel, Mt 16:18-19. This would begin in Jerusalem, and from there reach out into the whole world. When we face any proposed expenditure of money, time, effort etc we need to ask ourselves “If we do this, will it help the fulfilment of our Lord’s command, 1:8; Mt 28:18-20?” JUDEA- Right where they were. Obeyed in 2:1-7:60. SAMARIA- Unwelcome neighbours. Obeyed in 8:4-25. These people were half-Jews resented by Jews, Jn 4:9, 20. THE UTTERMOST PART/ends OF THE EARTH- 
 8:26-28:31 records a good start being made in obeying this. The call to witness, the granting of power, and the geographical instructions provide a good summary of what the book of Acts records of progress in the work given to Christians and the Christian Church. Luke’s account ends at Rome, but the Lord’s words here and in Mt 28:18-20, leave us no excuse to ignore any part of the world. 

1:9-11 WHEN/After HE HAD SPOKEN/said this- The Lord had said all He had to say to His disciples. While they were still looking at Him, so could bear witness to the reality of His ascension, HE WAS TAKEN UP.. A CLOUD RECEIVED/hid HIM- He had appeared to their sight, and disappeared, often, during the 40 days, 1:3, but this describes a specific, visible ascension as they watched Him physically leave them and ascend until hidden from their sight by a cloud. Cp Rev 11:12. Luke writes with restrained simplicity which makes it clear that he is dealing with facts in a matter-of-fact, rational manner. The reader can use his imagination if he chooses. 

WHILE THEY LOOKED/were looking STEADFASTLY/intently.. TWO MEN STOOD BY/beside THEM dressed IN WHITE- Making it clear they were angels, Mk 16:5; Jn 20:12. Angels heralded the Lord’s birth, but here and at the tomb, Lk 24:4-7, they re-directed people into more profitable activity. WHY STAND there GAZING UP/looking INTO HEAVEN/the sky- In their love for the Lord, and surprise at what was happening they were staring up into the sky in sorrow, worship and wonder. The angels point out that the incident is closed. The Lord will come again and they - the Believers they represent - will see Him return visibly. They shouldn’t spend their time day-dreaming about the past, but in waiting and witnessing which will keep His servants busy until He returns, Mk 13:33-36. Waiting is a positive and prayerful thing, and the Apostles also prepared for the witnessing by replacing Judas. 

THIS SAME JESUS– Cp 2:32, 36, and what is said of Moses in 7:35. who IS has been TAKEN FROM YOU- Cp 1:9; 1 Tim 3:16. He doesn’t disappear from the narrative - the name Jesus occurs 68 times in Acts. will come back IN LIKE MANNER/the same way- That He would come in clouds and great glory is promised in Dan 7:13; Mt 25:31; Mk 13:26; 14:62; Rev 1:7. It would be a visible physical coming, not a spiritual or symbolic coming at Pentecost, or any other time. 
The angels repeat the promise of the Lord’s coming again in clouds to the air, which will end the witness of the church, 1 Th 4:15-17, and later to earth in power and glory as Israel’s Messiah to set up His visible, earthly Kingdom, 3:19-23; Dan 7:13-14; Isa 55, 60, 65-66; Zech 13-14; Mt 19:28; 23:39; Lk 17:24; 21:27; Rom 11, etc. 

1:12-26 The Waiting Disciples Pray & Prepare

 (The disciples are listed and the gap left by Judas’ betrayal filled in a way that sets us a good example. They relied on God’s Word, on rational sense (it must be one who met the qualifications) and finally on asking God to show His will. Peter had been told to strengthen his brother disciples, Lk 22:32, and he does that by interpreting the Scriptures and directing their action. There was no need to replace dying Apostles as they would be raised to rule in restored Israel, Mt 19:28.)

1:12-13 They RETURNED to JERUSALEM- The proper response to the implied rebuke of the angels. They worshipped, with great joy, Lk 24:52. FROM.. OLIVET/of Olives- Across the Kedron Valley east of Jerusalem. The Lord made His triumphal entry by this road, Lk 19:29, and He rested at night on its slopes, Lk 21:37 The ascension took place near Bethany, Lk 24:50, but only His Disciples seem to have been with Him when He ascended. A SABBATH DAY’S JOURNEY/walk– About 1km. As they were to rest on the Sabbath, and walking was “work,” the Pharisees (from Ex 16:29: Num 35:5) had ruled that this was the greatest distance any Jew should travel on it. 

WENT INTO AN UPPER/upstairs to the ROOM- The upper room of a large house, like the one where the Last supper was held, Mk 14:15. Possibly the home of Mary, Mark’s mother, 12:12. Cp 9:37, 39; 20:8. It would have the advantage of privacy, away from the downstairs working area. ABODE/staying- The word suggests they settled down to live there, but it may mean that they were together there as much as possible, although they ate and slept elsewhere. PETER.. JAMES.. JOHN- Specially privileged disciples, Mt 5:37; 17:1; 26:37-38. ANDREW.. 

1:14 ALL CONTINUED WITH ONE ACCORD/joined together constantly- The Greek wording suggests purposeful activity - this was what they lived for - eating, sleeping, coming and going, were merely incidental to this central purpose and use of their time. The Apostles were the core of the group, but the circle of witnesses was larger, 11:15. The expression comes 11x in Acts - unity and blessing cannot exist without each other, so we must both ask grace from God, and work at maintaining unity, Eph 4:1-16. Cp Ps 133. 

IN PRAYER AND SUPPLICATION- Another key to blessing. It’s easy for us to plan good and great things. It’s only by God’s grace and when His Spirit in us is ungrieved, Eph 4:25-32, that fervent effective prayer is possible, Jas 5:15-20. Unity and Prayer were the prelude to Pentecost. In God’s will, prayer plays a great part in the life of the Church - see 2:42; 4:24-30; 6:3-6; 7:59-60; 8:15; 9:11-17, 40-42; 10:1-4, 9-16; 12:5-17; 13:1-3; 14:23; 16:25; 20:36; 21:5; 28:8. It’s clear that as the Christians prayed, God worked. But if we imagine that by organising prayer meetings, hours or days set aside for prayer, etc we can force God to grant us blessing we will be disappointed. Effective prayer, as with all else in the lives of Believers, and of the Church, is a matter of God working in us, and our responding, Phil 2:12-13. And those verses must be understood in the setting of Phil 1-14.

Along WITH THE WOMEN- Possibly wives of the Apostles, 1 Cor 9:5; etc, but also those who followed the Lord Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, Mt 27:55; Lk 8:2-3. They witnessed His death and burial, Lk 23:49, 55-56, and visited His tomb on His resurrection morning, Lk 24:1-10, 22. Now they were to share the gift of the Spirit. 

MARY THE MOTHER OFJESUS- He was God before she became His Mother This is the last mention of her in Scripture, which suggests that her role was in relation to Jesus on earth, and ended with His ascension. The role of His brothers, especially James, was beginning, 12:17; 15:13; Gal 2:9. The Disciples weren’t praying TO her, she was praying WITH them, and, with them, waiting to receive the Holy Spirit. WITH HIS BRETHREN/brothers– Adelphos- literally from the same Delphus- womb. The normal meaning of the word would be that they were sons of Mary and Joseph, born as a result of normal marital relations which were delayed until after Jesus was born, Mt 1 25. The brothers are mentioned in Mt 12:46; Mk 6:3; Jn 7:3, 5. Cp Ps 69:8. 

1:15-17 IN THOSE DAYS- These words mark a major break in the narrative of Acts, as in 6:1 and 11:27. PETER STOOD UP IN THE MIDST OF/among  THE DISCIPLES/believers- [RT] Mathetes. [Nes] Adelphoi- Brothers, The disciples were “brothers”. Peter had denied his Lord Lk 22:54-62, but the Lord showed He wanted him to be leader by appearing to him before any of the other men, Lk 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5. See also Lk 22:32.) (THE NUMBER.. TOGETHER/a group- As in 2:1, 47; 1 Cor 11:18, 20; 14:23. ABOUT ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY- These were in Jerusalem. Presumably the rest of the 500 mentioned in 1 Cor 15:6 remained in Galilee, and there may have been others. Those gathered here were the core of the Lord’s disciples, and a large enough group to able to act, and be acted on by God, on behalf of the whole. And what happened would be well witnessed. 

MEN AND BRETHREN/brothers- A common way of addressing a group – it doesn’t exclude women. SCRIPTURE MUST NEEDS/had to BE FULFILLED- As in Mk 14:49; Lk 24:25-27, 44-47. Peter explained that it had been fulfilled in what had happened. THE HOLY Spirit BY THE MOUTH OF/spoke.. David– Cp 2:25-36; 4:25; Mk 12:36, etc. David spoke from his experiences. But as the Spirit moved David to say what he said, it’s not surprising that they should also apply to situations in the future. What was written in the OT was the work of the Holy Spirit. It expressed the will and intention of God, so must be fulfilled, 3:18-25; 13:33; 28:25; Lk 9:22; 17:25. Cp Rom 1:2. 

CONCERNING JUDAS.. GUIDE TO/for those who TOOK/arrested JESUS- Judas had been given the privileged position of being one of the 12, yet chose to betray his Lord. It was this apostasy that created the vacancy, not merely his death. The death of James, 12:2, created no vacancy – his “lot” remained secure, for him to take up again in the resurrection. HE WAS NUMBERED WITH US/one of our number.. OBTAINED PART/shared- Kleros- Originally it meant to receive a share by the use of lots, as the Israelite tribes received their inheritance, Num 26:55; Josh 18:9-10. The Lord and His service was to be the “lot” of Levi, Num 18:21-26. Both these ideas may be a link with the "Lot” of being one of the 12. But by the time of Acts Kleros often was used for anything one had a share in. THIS MINISTRY- Diakonia- By God’s gracious call in Christ Judas had been one of the 12 foundation witnesses to Christ and the Gospel. There were now only 11. 

1:18-19 THIS MAN PURCHASED/Judas bought A FIELD- We know from Mt 27:7 that it was the Chief Priests who bought the field with the money they had paid Judas. But in order to disclaim any responsibility they would have recorded the purchase as being on behalf of Judas and in his name. WITH THE REWARD OF/he got for his INIQUITY/wickedness- The money he accepted as the price for betraying his Lord, Mt 26:15/Zech 11:12-13; Mk 14:11; Lk 22:5. The words can mean the reward he received for his unrighteousness, or his unrighteous reward, and both are true. 

FALLING/he fell HEADLONG– With a rope round his neck, Mt 27:5. HE/his body BURST ASUNDER/open.. HIS BOWELS/intestines GUSHED/spilled OUT- This account of his death, and Matthew’s account record different aspects. That’s not unusual as Jewish writers liked to convey realities in pictorial-symbolic form. Parts of the Kedron valley side of the Temple and old city were craggy. If the rope was tied to a tree that leaned over a very steep slope he may have fallen far enough for the shock to burst a flabby belly – appropriate to a greedy betrayer. But whatever the facts the despicable suicide by hanging, resulting in the defilement of burst bowels, pictures well the disgust honest men feel at his spiritual fall and defilement. Modern readers may wonder how far Judas would need to fall for shock to burst him open. No reader of the time would want or expect a careful statement of the mechanical aspects of the death of Judas, or of King Herod, 12:23. With the vivid poetic-symbolism of Jewish thinking he is pictured as having by his covetousness fallen from his high position as an Apostle to lie in the grave in the company of paupers and the unclean, Mt 27:6-7. Rather than argue over details it’s better to admit we don’t know exactly what happened, and turn our attention to learning lessons from what God has chosen to make clear. KNOWN TO ALL/Everyone.. FIELD OF BLOOD- The name was given because the ground was fouled with the blood of Judas the betrayer, and had been purchased by blood money, Mt 27:8. 

1:20 FOR.. IT IS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS- Not that the Psalm writer was thinking of Judas as he wrote. In Jewish usage it says that the cursed betrayal and tragic loss of Judas was the sort of thing that the Psalmist described. The NT quotations from the OT ignore anything in the original not relevant to the current situation. Peter looked at Scripture and found a statement that provided a rational basis for his actions. When faced with puzzling situations it’s right for us to turn to God and His Word to see what He has to say about things in some way like what we face. And to say “This seems the right thing for us to do as it is in some ways a parallel situation and response to that of David, Elijah, etc. (As a young Christian, distressed by the conflict between my old and new natures, I found Gen 25:22-23 a great comfort.) Cp Rom 15:3-4; 1 Cor 10:11. 

HIS HABITATION/place BE DESOLATE/deserted- The plural of LXX of Ps 69:25 is changed to the singular so as to fit Judas. The block of land bought with money tainted by the sin of Judas was to be in a permanently unclean, cursed state. Only the corpses of unclean non-Jews would rest in that unholy part of the holy city. HIS BISHOPRIC/place of leadership- Episkope- Overseership, as in 1 Tim 3:1, the work of an Episkopos, 20:28; Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7; 1 Pet 2:25. LET/may ANOTHER TAKE- LXX of Ps 109:8. 

1:21-22 WHEREFORE/Therefore it is necessary to choose one.. HAVE COMPANIED/been with us.. BAPTISM OF JOHN- The official fore-runner, preparer and introducer of the Lord Jesus and His role – e.g. Jn 1:29. John’s baptism of Jesus marked the start of His public ministry. Cp 1:5; 13:24-25; Lk 3:21-23. UNTO/to the time when HE WAS TAKEN UP MUST ONE BE ORDAINED TO BE/must become A WITNESS WITH US OF HIS RESURRECTION- God must have prepared someone to be the 12th Apostle. He needed to have been a faithful disciple with the Lord Jesus from the first so he could bear full witness to Him. Cp 10:36-41; 1 Cor 9:1; 15:1-10. He would also have known Jesus so well he could be certain that it was the man crucified that they met in resurrection. This was so clearly true they could go ahead and find those who God might have prepared as the replacement Apostle. It’s often quite obvious which person is likely to be called to do any specific work. But in the things of God, the last word must always be with God, as in 1:26. 

Some have suggested they were acting presumptuously, and that Paul was God’s replacement for Judas. But Scripture, as often, simply records what they did without giving a verdict on it. 
 Much that we all do must await the verdict of the Bema, 2 Cor 5:10. Cp 1 Cor 4:1-5. They acted responsibly, with much prayer, guided by Scripture, and open consideration by the whole company and made a common-sense, spiritually appropriate decision. It seems that the appointment of Matthias was approved by the Lord as the Jerusalem Apostles are from then on referred to as the Twelve, 6:2; 1 Cor 15:5. 

1:23-26 THEY APPOINTED/proposed TWO men- The community as a whole accepted what Peter had said, and from their number selected two people who had the necessary qualifications, and presumably the necessary character to be reliable in the role for which they were chosen. Cp the choosing of the Seven, who were confirmed by the Apostles, 6:2-6. JOSEPH.. MATHIAS- The Scripture tells us almost nothing about most of the Apostles. As we all should do, they put themselves at the Lord's disposal, Rom 12:1-2, and the outcomes are then His choice. Of the 12 only Peter and John seem to have been as important in the church as Paul, and the Lord’s Brother James. The appointment of the twelve was made in the pre-church age, and may well be more relevant to the post-church kingdom – a 12th man to occupy the 12th throne.

THEY PRAYED.. LORD you know everyone’s heart- What a comfort! What a warning! Cp Deu 8:2; Ps 17:3; 44:21; 94:11; 139:2, 23; 1 Cor 4:5; 14:25; Heb 4:12; 1 Jn 3:20; Rev 2:23. SHOW which.. you have CHOSEN- Cp 1:2; Prov 16:33. As Jesus chose the original twelve, He, not the Apostles or disciples, is to choose the replacement. THAT HE MAY TAKE PART OF THIS MINISTRY AND APOSTLESHIP/to take over this apostolic ministry- Diakonia- Work of serving. Judas’ place was a Diakonia of Apostleship, a service consisting of Apostleship. FROM WHICH JUDAS FELL/left to go TO HIS OWN PLACE/where he belongs- Stated emphatically. Judas had transgressed – crossed the line of action required of an Apostle – and so forfeited his place. Like Satan his master, Judas had been granted a high position in God’s order, and in spite of that had chosen to use his privileged position greedily, Jn 12:3-5, and be a rebel and traitor. God allowed Judas to choose, and gave him for eternity the place he himself had chosen. Cp Mt 25:41; Lk 9:62. Those privileged to be in the new community showed Christ-like unselfishness, 2:41-47; 4:32-37. 

THEY GAVE FORTH THEIR/Joseph and Mathias drew LOTS- Lots were commonly used in their world. Names could be written on a piece of pottery and placed in a jar which was shaken or tilted until one fell out – some were found at Masada. Under the OT order lots had been used to distribute land to the tribes of Israel, Num 33:54; Josh 10:1-40, select the sin offering goat and scapegoat, Lev 16:8, and the order in which the priests would serve in the Temple, 1 Chr 24:7; 25:8. That this is the only time they used lots suggests that once the Holy Spirit was given, Believers looked to Him and received guidance without the need of mechanical aids. THE LOT FELL UPON to MATHIAS.. HE WAS NUMBERED WITH added to- or counted in with THE ELEVEN APOSTLES. 

2:1-47 Events on the Day of  Pentecost

 (The Lord had outlined the way things would go – Spirit empowered witness spreading out from Jerusalem. The gathering of Jews for the Feast of Pentecost was an excellent occasion for this to begin, and the disciples were united in prayerful waiting on God for Him to intervene. The way in which the Spirit descended  made clear that He would indwell every Believer, baptise them into the church, the body of Christ, and fit them to witness to all nations. And by the miracle of tongues showed that the Gospel is for every language, every nation.  

The miracles caught attention, but it was the preaching of the facts of the Gospel that the Spirit used to bring conviction and conversion. As Peter explained what the miracle showed, the Spirit, as promised in Jn 16:7-11, convicted hearers, and 3000 people were added to the church the Lord Jesus began to build, Mt 16:18. That God established the church by, and in, the Holy Spirit is made clear, and that it was to function in the Spirit continued to be made clear in 2:38; 4:8, 1 Cor 12-14, and right through to Rev 22:17. This is true also of the life of individual believers, Lk 12:12; Jn 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7; 20:22; Rom 8:1-30; 2 Cor 3:2-18; Gal 5:22-26; 1 Jn 2:20, etc. ) 

2:1-13 The Descent of the Spirit & the Crowd’s Response

 (The Spiritual nature of the Lord’s mission had been made clear by the descent of the Spirit on Him to initiate it, Lk 3:21-22, and in His proclamation at Nazareth, Lk 4:16-30. Now to commence the Church and its mission the Spirit descended visibly and audibly on those involved. This showed that it isn’t a human organisation, but one directed, and empowered by God Himself in the Person of the Holy Spirit. He makes people its members, and takes them up into God’s service to fulfil His purposes, so their God-directed and empowered service achieves results beyond any human expectation – invisible, spiritual results that transform lives by bringing them into eternal fellowship with the risen Christ Himself, Jn 17:3. The greatest miracle at Pentecost was that the weak, cowardly Disciples, Mt 26:56, were transformed into fearless declarers of the great things God has done. 

God had established His people Israel on the basis of the Law, in a revelation of sound and fire, Ex 19:18-19. 
God established His Church with a revelation of sound and fire that illustrated the basis of the new age – God coming to be in every believer. Cp Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-7; 14:15-23; Rom 8:1-17; 1 Cor 13:12, etc. He came visibly on those present and this transformed them visibly – tongues etc and the response of the crowd showed the purpose for which the “Tongues” were given, and proved that they were genuine.)

2:1 WHEN THE DAY OF PENTECOST- So named as it was the 50th day after the Sabbath of Passover week, Lev 23:15-21, 
 so it was on the first day of the week, as was the Feast of Firstfruits, the day of the Lord’s resurrection. It was viewed as the completion of the Passover. Great crowds came to it as all Israelites were to gather for the feasts of Passover, Pentecost-Weeks, and Tabernacles, Ex 23:14-17; Deu 16:16. 

WAS FULLY COME/came- Sumpleroo- To fill completely. As the boat was, Lk 8:23, and for the Lord to go to Jerusalem to be crucified, Lk 9:51. In LXX Jer 25:12 it’s used for the 70 years of Israel’s exile being fulfilled. Lamsa's translation from the Aramaic has Fulfilled. 
 See Appendix II in booklet God’s Law, the Lord, and Us. THEY- The Apostles were mentioned in 1:26, but, the whole group were involved from 1:13 onwards. As it fulfilled the prophecy that men and women/Sons and Daughters would prophesy there is good reason to believe the 120 including women were involved. 

WERE ALL WITH ONE ACCORD/together- Homothumadon- With one mind. [RT]/Homou- Together. [NES] Cp Ps 133, blessed and blessable unity. (Some think they were gathered in one of the Temple courts or rooms, as in 2:46; 3:1; 5:21, 42. If in the upper room they must have gone outside promptly, or spoken from the flat roof.

2:2-3 SUDDENLY- Aphno- It suggests startling suddenness, something wonderful, awesome, a Divine intervention not the product of natural causes. As the earthquake came; 16:26. A SOUND FROM HEAVEN AS OF A RUSHING/like THE blowing of A MIGHTY/violent WIND- Pneuma- Wind, Spirit, breath IT FILLED ALL THE whole HOUSE- Oikos- The house where they were staying in an Upper Room, 1:13, or the temple where they assembled for much of the day. The Temple would more easily explain crowds, but not the lack of interference from Authorities. An ordinary house seems probable as Oikos is used of a house/family home 65x, and the Temple 16x, - mostly My HOUSE a HOUSE of prayer, HOUSE Of God, etc. WHERE THEY WERE SITTING- Patiently waiting, rather than busily active. Jews didn’t generally sit in the Temple, but see Lk 2:46. 

THERE APPEARED/they saw CLOVEN/separated- Diamerizo- To divide, share out. As in 2:45; Mt 27:35; 22:17; 23:34. TONGUES- Glossa- Tongues, languages. Tongues of flame symbolised that the power to speak effectively for Christ, and communicate the Gospel, was being provided by the Spirit coming on them. LIKE AS OF/what seemed to be- Hosei- As if. The word was used before numerals to indicate an approximate number. OF FIRE- 
 Not fire burning them, but looking like fire, animating them in witnessing. As someone said “The Spirit came upon them as a quickening fire that set them alight as witnesses, and it produced bold, burning speech that set others on fire.” The Holy Spirit who had been with them, would from now on be in them, Jn 14:16-17. IT separated and SAT/came to rest- Literally, being distributed. UPON/on EACH OF THEM- Individual, personal, and yet from one flame, one Spirit. The visible “fire” branched out, or distributed itself, so that a “tongue” of it could be seen to be resting on each person.

2:4 THEY ALL/of them- The whole group who were gathered in unity. WERE FILLED- Aorist passive which signifies that it was done to them in fulfilment of the Lord’s promise, 1:4-5, 8, and it made a permanent change to them. WITH THE HOLY Spirit- In Num 31:2-6 the filling meant that the workmen were made skilful to do God’s will, but gave up their right to do things as they chose. 
 In Lk 4:28 people were filled with anger – they allowed anger to take over their thoughts, emotions, and actions. Here the believers were filled and controlled by the Spirit of God – there was no room for self. 

BEGAN TO SPEAK WITH/in OTHER- Heteros- Other, different. TONGUES- Glossa- Words, foreign languages. The Spirit enabled them to speak in languages they had never learned. 
 As promised, 1:4-5; Lk 24:49, they had been baptised with/in the Spirit, and God demonstrated that by the external wind and fire, and the reality of His presence in them by miraculously empowering them to witness.  The Spirit moved OT prophets to say things they didn’t always understand, 1 Pet 1:10-11. Whether these speakers understood what they were saying or not, they spoke foreign languages so accurately the hearers heard in the own mother-tongue, 2:11. This demonstrated that God had a message for everyone just as they were, and that the Holy Spirit would equip Believers to get the Gospel across effectively as His witnesses. 

AS THE SPIRIT GAVE THEM UTTERANCE/enabled them- Apophthengomai- To speak forth. The word is used only here and in 2:14. Generally, when we speak, our minds are controlling our speaking equipment to express our own thoughts and feelings, and the usual words for speaking convey that. An unusual word is used here, as they were all speaking as the Spirit moved them to speak, and saying what He gave them to speak. It wasn’t a case of His lifting them into a spiritual state in which they expressed their own thoughts, ideas, and feelings.

2:5-6 THERE WERE DWELLING/staying- Katoikeo- To settle down. Strictly speaking this should mean people who returned from other countries to live in Jerusalem, like those in 6:9. But it probably includes the crowds of pilgrims who had come to this feast, many of whom would have stayed in Jerusalem for both Passover and Pentecost before returning to their distant homes. AT/in JERUSALEM JEWS, DEVOUT MEN/God-fearing Jews- The word is used in 8:2; Lk 2;35. People whose attitude towards God was reverent respect and trustful obedient love. Whether residents or pilgrims they included the most devout Jews – the pious remnant – who had chosen to be in Jerusalem at cost to themselves, so that they could be at the heart of God’s people, His city, His Temple. OUT OF/from EVERY NATION- Not meaning that Jews from America etc were there, but a general statement that God’s loving purposes - beyond this gathering of the dispersed Jews from the surrounding countries was a whole world to whom the Gospel must be sent. Cp 4:12; Deu 2:25; Col 1:23. 

WHEN THIS WAS NOISED ABROAD/they heard this sound- Literally  "When this sound happened." The roaring wind descending on the house, and the shouting in foreign languages, presumably as the Apostles came out into the street - 3000 wouldn’t have fitted into a house, but they may have spoken from the housetop. THE MULTITUDE/crowd.. WERE CONFOUNDED/in bewilderment- Suncheo- To pour together, mix, to be stirred up, confused. God had intervened in a striking way and got their attention so that they would listen to the Gospel.

BECAUSE EVERY MAN/each one- Each one in the crowd was treated as an individual and granted the privilege of hearing God speak to him individually. God is like that. HEARD THEM SPEAK/speaking IN HIS OWN LANGUAGE- Dialektos– Dialect. They heard the message in their native language, so they could fully understand the message. 
 Ritualists, whether Pagan, Pharisee or nominally Christian, think the correct recitation of creeds, prayers etc is important as a “Service” to God. Preachers, teachers, and translators of God’s Word must remember that our Lord wants to speak to everyone in words they can understand. 

2:7-8 WERE ALL Utterly AMAZED- They were startled out of their ordinary ideas and feelings as in 2:12; 8:9, 11, 13; 9:21; 10:45; Lk 2:47; 8:56; 24:22. MARVELLED- Thaumazo- To wonder at, be amazed. The word is used in 3:12; 4:13; 7:31; 13:11; Lk 1:21, 63; 2:18, 33; 4:22; 7:9; 8:25; 9:43; 11:14, 38; 20:28. 24:12, 41. This was a sign to the people of Israel, 1 Cor 14:21-22, that God was doing a new thing. As God had intervened at Sinai to form Israel as a nation under the Law, God was now intervening to form His Church out of Believers from every nation. 

ARE NOT ALL THESE.. GALILEANS- Their accents, (Mt 26:73; Mk 14:70) and clothes showed that they were ordinary provincial Jews – fishermen etc. HOW is it.. EVERYONE/each.. hears IN OUR/his OWN TONGUE WHEREIN WE WERE BORN/native language- as 2:6. God reached right down to the source of their being, by using the language closest to it. We who serve Him must work hard at getting His Word into the hearts and minds of hearers by speaking the Gospel to them in the words and language that is natural to them from childhood. "The Mother tongue is the surest gateway to the soul,” is an old saying that remains true. 

2:9-12. PARTHIANS- The Parthian Empire reached from the Euphrates to India. MEDES AND ELAMITES- The names of ancient empires in Iran. The many Jews who had lived there since the Exile, may have still used the old names for those parts of Parthia. DWELLERS/residents IN MESOPOTAMIA- Iraq. JUDEA- The list starts in the East with the Parthian Empire, and moves westward to the Roman Empire. Judea may be mentioned as it was central. CAPPADOCIA.. PAMPHYLIA Parts of the Roman Empire where many Jews lived. Cp Paul’s missionary journeys through them. EGYPT- Home of Apollos, 18:24. Refugees had gone there in the time of Jeremiah. Alexander the Great had encouraged Jews to settle in his new city, Alexandria. LIBYA ABOUT CYRENE- Home of Cross-carrier Simon, Lk 23:26. 

STRANGERS/visitors- Epidemeo- Temporarily residing. The name was used of resident aliens in 17:21. FROM ROME- Many people from all over the Empire crowded into Rome. Some think about 60,000 Jews lived at Rome at that time. Claudius Caesar expelled all Jews, Syrians, etc from Rome, 18:2, but they seem to have returned before long, as Aquila and Priscilla had, Rom 16:3. Some Jews converted on the Day of Pentecost may have returned and formed part of the church at Rome to which Paul wrote. 

JEWS.. PROSELYTES/converts to Judaism- Proselutos- One who has converted to Judaism. Used in LXX Ex 22:21; Deu 10:19, etc of the Stranger, or Sojourner, living in Israel. Such people were to be treated fairly, taught God’s law, etc, Ex 23:4; Lev 16:29; Num 9:14; Deu 31:11-12, as part of Israel’s witness to the nations. Famous proselytes such as Asenath, Rahab and Ruth, helped to encourage Jews to try to win converts. CRETES/Cretans- Titus 1:5. ARABIANS- From the kingdom between the Euphrates and the Red Sea. Cp Gal 1:17.  

WE HEAR.. IN OUR own TONGUES 
 THE WONDERFUL WORKS/wonders- Megaleios- Great triumphs, excellencies. The mighty works of Salvation and blessing God has accomplished. The word is used in He that is mighty hath done GREAT THINGS, Lk 1:49. OF GOD- Cp the references to God’s mighty deeds in Deu 11:2; Ps 71:19; 106:21. Jews were permitted to recite the Shema, Deu 6:4-5, and some other prayers in their native language, so expressions of prayer-praise in foreign tongues were common at Feasts in Jerusalem. ALL AMAZED.. IN DOUBT/perplexed- Diaporeo- To be thoroughly perplexed, uncertain. It’s used of Herod wondering if John had risen, Lk 9:7, bewilderment at the tomb being empty, Lk 24:4, and the Sanhedrin’s concern, 5:24. SAYING/they asked.. WHAT does THIS mean- Thelos Eina- What does this will to be? What's going on? What’s making this happen and what does it mean? Paul is asked the same question in 17:20.

2:13. OTHERS/Some however- Heteros- A different group of people, who didn’t understand the foreign languages. MOCKING/made fun of them- The word is used of the Athenians mocking the idea of resurrection, 17:32. They said sneering THESE MEN ARE FULL OF/have had too much NEW WINE- Gleukos- Sweet new wine. As the wine aged and soured, the alcohol content lessened. The sweetness of new wine made drinking it attractive, and its potency made for drunkenness. The fact that “Mystery Religions” such as the cult of Dionysius - God of wine - were supposed to bring people into ecstatic religious experiences (Cp peyote, etc) added bite to the accusation. Pentecost was at the beginning of the Grape harvest so new wine wouldn’t be available. But people are uncomfortable in the presence of spiritual things, and always eager to explain them away so that they can have an excuse for not dealing with God. When God spoke from heaven they said it was thunder, Jn 12:28-29. Now they admitted that the Disciples were under some powerful influence, but refusing to believe the truth said they must be drunk. 

2:14-21 Peter’s Sermon – Explanation 

 (Peter explained that what had happened was the fulfilment of part of what God (through Joel) had promised would happen in the Last Days. Most people think of the “Last Days” as being the time of the final apostasy, 2 Tim 3:1-5, the rebellion under Antichrist, Rev 13:1-18, and our Lord’s return in Judgment and Glory to set up His Kingdom on earth, Isa 2:2-5; Mic 4:1-4, and parts of  Mt 24:1-51, etc. But Heb 1:1-3 says the Last Days began with God's revelation of Himself in Christ. Everything that happens in Salvation and Judgment is the outworking of what Christ accomplished at His FIRST coming, Col 2:15, etc. And the responses people make to Him, Heb 2:1-4, 10:26-31. The descent of the Spirit began the  new age of Grace. It will end at Christ’s SECOND Coming; 2 Pet 3:3-9, when the Judgment and Kingdom aspects of the promises will be fulfilled. ) 

2:14-15. PETER.. WITH THE ELEVEN- While all the disciples received the gift of the Holy Spirit, it is the twelve (1+11) who stand out as the leading witnesses and explain what has happened, with Peter as their spokesman. LIFTED UP/raised HIS VOICE AND SAID/addressed- As in 2:4, the word suggests enthusiastic proclamation, moved by the Spirit of God. It seems he was no longer speaking in tongues as the crowd showed no surprise at the way he was speaking. And what he said was expressing rational thoughts based on his knowledge of Scripture and his experience with the Lord Jesus. Yet in this, and the preaching of any obedient servant of God, is the miracle of God’s presence and power as promised in 1:8.

MEN OF JUDEA/Fellow Jews.. ALL.. IN JERUSALEM- Perhaps distinguishing between those born in Judea, and those who had come from other places. Or, just emphasising that the Gospel was for everyone. let me explain.. THESE men ARE NOT drunk AS you SUPPOSE- A hint that they must accept responsibility for mocking what God was doing. Its only THE THIRD HOUR/nine in the morning- The morning sacrifice was offered at this hour, and it was the time for special prayer. No Jews ate or drank before that hour, especially on Feast Days. (If they had been godless men and been drinking late they wouldn’t have been at the excited, drunken babbling stage!)

2:16-18. THIS IS what WAS SPOKEN BY- Dia- Through. THE PROPHET JOEL- Peter makes it clear that as prophesied in Joel 2:28-31 God had intervened to set in motion a new age, a new way of dealing with His people, that will reach out to all men, everywhere. God has begun, but not completed the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel. The kingdom for Israel, 1:6-7; Isa 2:2-4, and the final judgment are yet to come. 

IN THE LAST- Eschatos- Last, utmost, extreme. DAYS- The LXX has Meta Tauta– After these things, but it comes in a passage about Messianic blessings and judgment so last days sums it up well. Christians are living in the last days, Heb 1:2, but the Last Day when the dead will be raised, Jn 6:39, has not yet begun. In contrast to the former days of the Old covenant, the last days are when it is replaced by the New covenant, Jer 31:32-34; Eze 36:26-27; 39:29; Heb 8, 9, 10. And this New covenant is marked by the outpouring of the Spirit, and His indwelling, empowering and transforming God’s people as individuals, See also Isa 2:2; Hos 3:5; Jn 3:3-16; 2 Cor 3:2-18; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1; Heb 1:2; 1 Pet 1:20; 1 Jn 2:18. 

GOD says I WILL POUR OUT OF- Apo- Of or from. The Holy Spirit as a person, can’t be divided into parts, but the figure of pouring suggests that while each believer receives the Spirit, he does so in fellowship with God, and with every other believer – one Spirit, one baptism of the Spirit, one body, 1 Cor 12:13, Eph 4:5; Col 2:10-12. 

MY SPIRIT UPON/on ALL FLESH/people- As with 1:5, and other similar statements, not that every human being would be given the Spirit, but a general outpouring not restricted to Jews or some new privileged race. The Lord had poured out the Holy Spirit on 120 people and would continue to give the Holy Spirit to people in all countries when they received Christ. Isa 44:3-4, says that the pouring out of the Spirit on Israel would transform their lives as irrigation transforms the desert. Cp Isa 35. Ezek 36:25-30 links it with their receiving a new heart to enable them to live in happy fellowship with God. Cp Num 11:29.

YOUR SONS- Huios- Adult sons. DAUGHTERS– The 120, included women, 1:14-15. WILL PROPHESY- Speak of God, from God, His message, as they all had been speaking, 2:4. YOUR YOUNG MEN- Emphasising perhaps that maturity wasn’t essential. The newest Christian is to speak for God. In the OT the old people are mentioned first. Here in Acts, the Apostles were relatively young, and are mentioned first. Christian prophets are mentioned in 11:27; 13:1; 15:32; 21:10; 19:6; 21:9. They functioned alongside teachers, but contributed new material rather than expounded existing Scripture. 

SEE VISIONS- Horasis- Something seen. Used again only in Rev 4:3, but commonly used in LXX for the Hebrew words for visions, Marah and Chazon. 
 YOUR OLD MEN.. DREAMS- This isn’t talking about natural or drug induced experiences. The point is that young and old would receive revelations from God that would give them new understandings of His will and purposes. This was needed as the church, made up of believing individuals, was replacing the old era of national Israel. Cp 7:31, 55-56; 9:3-12; 10:3, 17-19; 11:5; 16:9-10; 18:9; 27:23. Paul, in particular, received such revelations, which he calls revealed “mysteries” Rom 11:25; 16:25-26; 1:Cor 2:7; 15:51; Eph 1:9-14; 2:11-3:21. Cp the contrast between the OLD Covenant based on keeping external laws spelled out in external writing, and the NEW Covenant/Testament of God’s will being made known in the heart of man, transforming him, by the Spirit, Rom 8:1-29; 2 Cor 3:2-18; Gal 4:1-6; 5:1, 13-26, etc. 

ON MY SERVANTS- Doulos- AND HANDMAIDENS- Doulas- /Servants both men and women I WILL POUR OUT OF MY SPIRIT- Under the Law circumcision brought males into Israel’s covenant relationship with God, Gen 17. Circumcision was a work done by people, with no need for the consent of the one circumcised. From now on, it was God Himself acting directly who brought believing individual people into relationship with Himself on the same basis whether male or female, Gal 3:28; Col 2:9-15. They were individually born of the Spirit, Jn 3:3-7, all baptised by the Spirit into the one body, 1 Cor 12:13, and so Added to the Church, 2:47. THEY SHALL/will PROPHESY- Speak for God, in His Name, authority, and to the accomplishment of His purposes – as the disciples had been doing.

2:19-21. AND I WILL SHOW- Didomi- To give, as in 2:4. WONDERS- Teras- Something strange that causes people to be startled, left wondering. IN the HEAVEN ABOVE.. SIGNS- Semeon- A sign, mark, indication. Something that helps people to understand that God is doing something. It teaches people to think of God’s things and points them to Him and their need of Him. IN/on THE EARTH BENEATH/below- The three hours of darkness in the heavens, and on earth the earthquake, the rent veil, the Lord Jesus dying when He chose, and the appearance of resurrected saints, Mt 27:45, 51-53, had been both wonders and signs. The sound of the wind and sight of the fire that came from heaven to earth that day had been wonders and signs. The Apostles also were authenticated as His Witnesses by the wonders and signs God worked in fellowship with them, 2:43; 4:16, 22, 30; 5:12; 6:8; 8:6, 13; 14:3-4; 15:12. But the signs that follow are signs of God intervening in Judgment, that have yet to be fulfilled. 

BLOOD AND FIRE.. VAPOUR/billows OF SMOKE- This can refer to man-made disasters like burning cities, or natural disasters like volcanic eruptions etc as the Sun and moon are darkened or turned blood colour when seen through smoke, ash, etc. Or may be symbolic of political and ideological conflict and disasters. THE SUN SHALL/will BE TURNED INTO/to DARKNESS- The solemnity and urgency of Peter's message would have been driven home by their memories of the terrifying three hours of darkness while Jesus hung on the cross, Mt 27:45. But the fullness of it is still future - Mk 13:24; Rev 6:12. Joel is referring to the day of Wrath, as in Rev 6:11-12. 

THE MOON INTO/to BLOOD BEFORE- As in Lk 2:5-36 a clear distinction is made between the time of witnessing with signs and wonders, and the events which will precede the appearing of the Lord in glory and judgment. Cp 17:31; Lk 10:12; 17:22-30. The heavenly signs will herald the appearing of the Lord on earth. THAT GREAT AND NOTABLE/glorious- Epiphanes- Illustrious, renowned, notable. (This quotes the LXX, the MT has Terrible) It will be the outshining of God in His Glory, as He reveals Himself and takes over visible control of the world, Mt 24:1-51. We have the glad task of proclaiming the Gospel, but must remember as we do so that in God's chosen time He will close the Gospel door and righteous Judgment must fall on those who despise His patient grace. We must live and preach with that in mind, 2 Pet 3:13.

DAY OF THE LORD- Kurios- As in the OT this is the time when the Lord will come and rescue His people and destroy their enemies. The Judgment aspect of that day is emphasised in Isa 2:12; 13:5-11, etc, but note the Salvation aspect here and in Rom 10:13. The NT takes up this theme by speaking of Christ’s manifesting Himself in power to the world – after the pattern of the arrival in a province of a great Emperor. You can follow this idea in 1 Cor 1:8; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6, 10; 2:16; 2 Th 2:8; 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Tim 1:10; 4:1, 8; Titus 2:13. 

WHOSOEVER/Everyone- Cp Jn 3:16; Rom 10:11, etc. This universal offer is good news in any age. SHALL CALL/calls ON THE NAME- The name by which a person is known, also his reputation, character, etc. The name Jesus– the Lord’s Saviour-Salvation, Mt 1:21 is prominent in the early chapters of Acts, 3:6, 16; 4:10, 18, 30; 5:40. This isn’t suggesting that repeating His Name has any magical power. As part of God revealing Himself to us in the Son He gave us the names Jesus, Christ, and Lord, to proclaim to us who He is, and what He does. To call on His Name is to respond in faith, claiming the right to see Him act in accordance with His name, as in Rom 10:14. The name of the Lord is all that the Lord is – as revealed to us and summed up in His names.

2:22-36 Peter’s Pentecost Sermon

 (Peter had used Scripture- Joel’s prophecy - to show that God had stepped in to offer salvation to everyone in the world. He now appeals to their own experience of seeing the witness of the life, words and miracles of the Lord Jesus, by which God had demonstrated that Jesus was their promised Messiah. Events associated with the crucifixion had made them feel guilty, Lk 23:48. Peter shocks them by stating that Jesus, who they had crucified, was Himself the LORD who alone was able to provide salvation. God had righted that terrible wrong by raising Him from the dead, and he and the other Apostles  had seen Him in resurrection, and then seen Him ascend to Heaven. His hearers had witnessed the miracles that demonstrated that Jesus was now at God’s right hand in Heaven and had poured out the Holy Spirit. Then Peter reminds them that in Ps 16:8-11 David had spoken of someone who always sees the Lord, and whose body hadn’t decayed. This meant that he had been promptly resurrected and was alive in the presence of God. This wasn’t true of David, so it must apply to Messiah. Then he quotes Ps 109 LXX, as in Lk 20:40-41, and insists that Messiah, son of David, was also David’s Lord. This concerned them all, as they had crucified Him.) 

2:22. HEAR/listen.. JESUS OF NAZARETH- Starting with His name gives great emphasis. This title is found in 6:14; 22:8; 26:9; Mt 26:71; Lk 18:37; Jn 18:5, 7; 19:19. As well as Nazareth being His home town, it should remind them that Messiah was to be a Branch- Netser from David, Isa 11:1. And although Nazareth, and Nazirite aren’t related words, Jewish thinking often linked similar sounding words, so it hinted that Jesus had led a life set apart to doing the will of God. Cp Judges 13:5, 7, etc

A MAN- He was a man whose life they had seen living among other men. He was truly human, not an angel, or one seen in a vision. APPROVED/accredited- Apodeiknumi- To display, exhibit for approval, so to prove. Used in 25:7; 1 Cor 4:9. The word means both appoint and display. God had appointed Jesus to be their Messiah-Christ, and displayed that reality to them by the miracles which He constantly worked. Jesus, living as a man, was demonstrated to be God’s Man – the God-Man, by the signs foretold of Messiah, and the gracious words He spoke, Lk 4:22; Jn 7:31, 46; 9:29-34; 15:22-25. Cp 2 Cor 12:12; 2 Th 2:9; Heb 2:4. OF/by GOD AMONG/to- Eis- Into. YOU BY MIRACLES- Dunamis- Power, ability, then mighty works, things impossible for people to do, as in, Mt 11:20, etc. Here, and briefly in 10:38 we have the only mention of the Lord’s miracles outside the Gospels.

WONDERS- 2:19. SIGNS- 2:19. WHICH GOD DID- The Lord Jesus constantly affirmed that He was not working independently, Jn 5:36; 9:3-4; 10:25, 37-38, 14:10. BY/through HIM IN THE MIDST/Among YOU AS you YOURSELVES KNOW- Oida- To know, see, understand. If they did not, it was because they chose to close their eyes, and be blind to the truth, and so defeat all that the love of God, and His skill as the All-wise, and Almighty could do to give them the knowledge. As Simeon foretold, the coming of Christ revealed the true hearts – heart attitude of many, who professed to be God's people waiting for His Messiah, Lk 2:35. 

2:23. HIM BEING/This man was DELIVERED/handed over- By God's decree Israel was left free to choose how it would treat their Messiah. The religious and political rulers, and the masses of the people, showed that their professed devotion to God was totally selfish. He was their God only as long as He was useful to them by contributing to their pride, and their pockets. God as GOD, and His Purposes, as revealed in Jesus Christ, they hated, despised, totally rejected, and nailed to the Cross for them to mock at, Jn 15:20-25. 

BY THE DETERMINATE/set- Horizo- To bound, set a horizon. They acted freely, and did what they chose to do, but they acted within the bounds God had set. Cp 3:18, 4:28, 10:42; 13:27; 17:31; Rom 1:4. COUNSEL/purpose- Boule- A considered will or choice, a thought-out decision or purpose. It’s used of God’s plans in 4:28; 5:38-39; 13:36; 20:27; Lk 7:30; 25:31; Rom 9:19; Heb 6:17. FOREKNOWLEDGE- Prognosis 
- Pro- Before. Ginosko- To know. The word is used in 1 Pet 1:2. Proginosko– To foreknow is used in 26:5; Rom 8:29; 11:2; 1 Pet 1:20; 2 Pet 3:17. OF GOD- They had no knowledge of God’s will, or desire to please Him, but God knew them, and knew what they would do. They thought they had Jesus in their power, but He knew, and told us, that as the Good Shepherd He freely gave His life for His sheep, Mt 26:31, 52-54; Jn 10:15-18. That this was putting into action the eternal decision of God is expanded in Phil 2:6-11. Cp 3:18; 4:28; 17:3; 26:23; Lk 22:22; 24:26, 46, etc.

BY/With.. WICKED- Anomos- Without law, lawless. The Romans did not acknowledge God's Law, and had no intention of obeying it, Mk 14:41. Cp Rom 2:14; 1 Cor 9:21. But the Chief priests and Elders of Israel were also Anomos, in that they were acting in defiance of God’s revealed will in rejecting their Messiah, and in not following even the letter of the Law in the trial, etc. HANDS/men- They treacherously handed over a fellow-Jew, who was their God-sent Messiah, into the hands of the Godless Romans. They stepped outside God's Law to hand Him over to people outside God's Law. CRUCIFIED/nailing him to a cross- You got wicked men to nail Him up and kill Him. Peter bluntly tells these Jews at Jerusalem that they are responsible for the murder of Christ. Preachers of the Gospel today must at times face their hearers with the fact that as sinners we also are morally responsible for His death. 

2:24. But GOD RAISED him UP/from the dead- The resurrection was God’s deliberate response to their murder of His Agent-Servant-Son, Mt 21:37-38. You killed, God raised up, echoes what was said of that earlier "Saviour” Joseph, Gen 50:20. From the beginning of the Church the central point of its message was the crucifixion, and resurrection of Christ, 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:39-40; 13:29-30; 1 Cor 1:18-25; 1 Pet 1:11, 21, etc. HAVING LOOSED/ freeing him from- THE PAINS/agony- Odin- Birth pangs, travail, pain. OF DEATH- The expression is used in LXX 2 Sam 22:6; Ps 18:5 for the pangs or cords of death. The death pangs of Christ, from which He was freed by the resurrection, were also the birth-pangs of those born into God’s family - the Church, and of the future Kingdom. See Ps 116:3. Israel’s sufferings before Christ returns and Israel is reborn as God’s nation are also called Odin, Mt 24:8.

NOT POSSIBLE/impossible- Dunatos- Strong, powerful, able to do. to keep its hold on him- Death wasn’t strong enough to hold Christ from resurrection. The OT had foretold the resurrection of the Messiah so it was impossible that God should not raise up Jesus from the dead. Also, while the Son could yield Himself to the power of death on our behalf, Heb 2:14-15, He was the one person who it was impossible that Death should have permanent power over. It was impossible because God is righteous, and Jesus had died, as the righteous One, for us the unrighteous ones, to take away our sin, Jn 1:29. His work was accomplished so He must return to life able to bring life to all who call on His Name. God let them Crucify His Son, their Christ, but the agonies of His death were substitutionary and sinbearing, 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24. God used His Spiritual death as "Birth Pangs" leading to His Resurrection as the Firstfruits from the Dead, in whom all of us Believers whose ordinary in Adam life is doomed to die, are made alive and sinless forever in Christ, 1 Cor 15:22. The Lord Jesus became man, became us, and died. And so defeated Death which could not hold Him who absorbed all in man that deserved death, and remained Holy and Righteous, Heb 2:9, 14-15. (Just as in the OT the sin offering was Most Holy, Ex 30:10; Lev 6:25, etc.)

2:25. FOR DAVID- Ps 16:8-11. Said CONCERNING/about HIM- David, from his own experience, wrote many Psalms. But here, and in others such as Psalm 22, the experience of David, and the words he used to express it, go beyond his experience. They are lifted up beyond what could be true of any man into foretelling and expressing something of the experience of Christ Himself. The Jews had for many years realised that these things could be true of only one man, the descendant of David who would reign as their Messiah, 2 Sam 7:12-16; Isa 9:6-7; Lk 1:31-33. So Peter could say convincingly that David must be speaking beyond his own experience and foretelling the experience of his descendant, the Messiah. 
 What David wrote sounds exaggerated when applied to his deliverance from death that allowed him to continue to live out a normal life-span. The natural meaning fits more closely to Jesus the Messiah son of David, being delivered out of death into a permanent life that is beyond reach of death. Because of the work of Christ, David could face death confidently, knowing his sins were forgiven, Ps 32:1-2, he possessed Life Eternal, Ps 23:6, and Christ-likeness, Ps 17:15. 

I FORESAW/saw THE LORD ALWAYS BEFORE MY FACE/me– Enopion- En- In. Ops- Eyes. Facing me, right in front of my eyes, etc. Jesus was always consciously present with God, Jn 1:18. (Though on the Cross, our sin which Christ took on Himself, 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24, raised a barrier which cut Him off from the enjoyment of the Father’s fellowship, Mt 27:46.) FOR/Because HE IS ON/at MY RIGHT HAND- As in 2:33, 34; Ps 110:1. THAT I SHOULD/will NOT BE MOVED/shaken- Saleuo- To be shaken, as by an earthquake, 16:26, a stormy wind, Mt 11:7, and a flood, Lk 6:48,. As the whole purpose of Christ’s life was to please the Father, it was impossible for Him to be moved out of fellowship with God in fulfilling the purposes of God, Jn 15:10, etc. 

2:26-27. THEREFORE DID MY HEART REJOICE/is glad- Euphraino- To cheer, gladden, be pleasing to the mind. So, a joyful state of mind. LXX uses it for Ranan- to sing, shout, rejoice triumphantly, Deu 32:43, etc. MY TONGUE WAS GLAD/Rejoices- Agalliao- To rejoice greatly, often a spiritual gladness, as in REJOICE in God my Saviour, Lk 1:47. LXX uses it for Sameach/Samah which is used for happiness expressed exuberantly as in spontaneously leaping and dancing at feasts, in victory, etc. You shall REJOICE before the Lord your God, Lev 23:40. MT has my Glory, not my tongue. The Tongue rejoicing pictures an outburst of gladness and rejoicing expressing what the heart felt. 

MY FLESH/body- Heart, tongue, body – all rejoicing in God, and confident of the resurrection. SHALL REST/will live- Kataskenoo- To pitch one's tent. So settle down confidently to rest as birds rest on branches, Mt 13:32. IN- Epi- on, upon. HOPE- Elpis- Confident expectation of good in the future. Like Job, David looked forward confidently to being raised from the dead, Job 19:25-26; Ps 17:15. Jesus faced death and resurrection confidently, Mt 16:21; Jn 10:18. NOT LEAVE/abandon MY SOUL/m/e- Psuche- Soul, the invisible part of us. IN HELL/to the grave- Hades- The word was used of the unseen world, or state, into which souls go at death. In the Greek LXX it translates Hebrew Sheol, the place or state of the dead, Gen 37:35, etc. Some argue that our Lord never went to Hades, as He went straight to Paradise, Lk 23:43. But Hades seems to refer to the state of being disembodied, and this Scripture says He went there, and wasn’t left there. For the dying thief, being where the Lord was, would make it a Paradise!

NOR WILL YOU SUFFER/let- Didomi- To give. 2:4, 19. THINE/your HOLY ONE- Hosios- Religiously right, and holy, often associated with righteousness as opposed to what is unrighteous and polluted. LXX uses it for Chasid- holy, dedicated to God, those who live a godly life, saints, as in 1 Sam 2:9; Ps 4:3; 12:1, etc. (In the NT, apart from OT quotes, there seems little difference in meaning between Hagios and Hosios. But in the LXX Hagios is generally used for Qadosh– set apart, and Hosios for Chasid.) TO SEE CORRUPTION/decay- Diaphthora- Thorough corruption, as of the decay of the human body, here and 2:31; 13:34-37. Used of Moth damage in Lk 12:33. 

2:28. THOU HAST/you have MADE KNOWN- In Ps 16:11 David had written of it as future– You will show me.. It had now been fulfilled so Luke writes of it in the past tense. TO ME THE WAYS/paths OF LIFE- The Path of fellowship with the Living God, but here, also the path that leads from Death to Resurrection Life. The joy isn’t merely in not being dead, it’s joy in being in the glad presence of God, in fellowship with Him in mutual joy, for ever, Jude 24. THOU SHALT MAKE ME FULL OF/You will fill me with JOY- Euphrosune- As in 2:26; 14:17. WITH THY COUNTENANCE/in your presence- Prosopon- Pros- Towards, Ops- Eye. So the presence of a person face to face, and able to see their pleasure by their facial expression. Cp 2:25. The Psalm speaks of this happening after death, so it speaks of resurrection life. 

2:29-30. LET ME SPEAK FREELY/I can tell you confidently- They all knew that what he was going to say was true. THE PATRIARCH- This stresses how important David was as the only others called Patriarch in the NT are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and his family, 7:8, 9; Heb 7:4. DAVID.. HIS SEPULCHRE/tomb.. DAY- The tomb was by the pool of Siloam, Neh 3:16, and was so well known and reverenced that Josephus records that both John Hyrcanus, and Herod opened the tomb and removed wealth but left the coffin undisturbed. As they all knew this, Peter argued that what David wrote in 16:8-11 couldn’t have applied to him. So it must be talking of his “son” Messiah. 

THEREFORE BEING/But he was A PROPHET- One who speaks for God what God wants to be spoken. See 2 Sam 23:2. KNOWING/knew- Oida- To know, see, understand with the mind. As in 2:22. THAT GOD HAD SWORN/promised him WITH AN/on OATH.. one of his descendants- God, through Nathan, had solemnly sworn to him that his descendants would inherit his throne, and one of them would reign forever, 2 Sam 7:12-16. Peter is quoting the LXX closely, and as the quote was preceded by the words for the sake of David your servant do not turn away the face of your anointed one, it was natural to apply the words to the Messiah. 

HE WOULD RAISE UP/he would place- Anistemi- as in 2:24. THE CHRIST- [RT] only. TO SIT ON HIS THRONE- 2 Sam 7:12-16; Ps 132:11; Lk 1:32. 
 All Scripture must be true, must have a meaning and a purpose. God the Holy Spirit moved David to write as he did, Peter to speak as he was doing, 2 Pet 1:20-21, and was also witnessing to the same truth in the hearts and minds of the hearers. David’s words couldn’t apply to himself, so they must apply to the descendant God had sworn would inherit his throne and reign forever. If that “son,” Messiah, died He must rise again. 

2:31-33. SEEING THIS BEFORE/what was ahead he spoke OF.. CHRIST.. SOUL.. FLESH/body SEE CORRUPTION/decay- As in 2:27. David prophesied that the soul, essential being, of his descendant wouldn’t remain in Hades, the disembodied state, and would be united again with his undecayed body in resurrected life. THIS JESUS GOD HAS RAISED UP/to life- 2: 24. WE ARE ALL WITNESSES- What David had looked ahead to, Peter and the others looked back on. Beyond all doubt they knew Christ, both before and after the resurrection. Peter could assure his hearers that he and the other disciples had personally seen the Risen Christ and could guarantee that God had done what David foretold. He had raised Christ from the dead, and the Apostles were His accredited witnesses, appointed and sent for that very purpose, 1:8, 21-22; Lk 24:48; 1 Cor 9:1. 

THEREFORE BEING- Having been. BY THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD- Picturing God’s saving power, Ex 15:6; Ps 44:3; 98:1, etc. EXALTED- Lifted up to the place of honour. Cp 5:31. This includes the Ascension as well as the Resurrection. Cp Ps 68:18/Eph 4:8. HAVING/he has RECEIVED OF/from.. FATHER THE PROMISE OF/promised HOLY Spirit- The Greek means that the Holy Spirit is what God promised, 1:4; Lk 24:49; Jn 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7. The Holy Spirit brings the reality of what the Lord promised the patriarchs, 2:39; 3:25; 26:6; Lk 1:55, 73. 

HE has poured out- As in 2:17-18. The outpouring of the Spirit was the evidence that Jesus had been exalted to heaven, Jn 7:39; 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7. Cp 1:4; 2:1-4, 17-18. what you NOW SEE AND HEAR- They had seen and heard evidence of the descent of the Spirit. But Peter needed to explain and fit it into the revelation of God’s intentions. That Jesus was the Christ - crucified, risen, ascended to Glory - and had poured out His Spirit upon His disciples - was what they had seen, and heard happening. The Gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the central feature of what Christ in Glory had provided for His Church. He was the one gift on which all the other gifts are based, 1 Cor 12:4-14. 

2:34-35. FOR DAVID IS NOT ASCENDED/did not ascend- Literally it is not David who ascended, so it implies, “so it must have been David’s “son” the Messiah. David's words in Ps 110:1 reached out beyond his personal experience into foretelling truth about his descendant, the promised Messiah-King. His apparent defeat on the Cross was in fact a purposeful step in His triumph, Phil 2:8-11.

HE.. said THE LORD- Kurios. SAID UNTO/to MY LORD- Kurios. The LXX and NT use Kurios to translate the OT word Jehovah. The Hebrew reads The LORD– Jehovah/Yaweh said to my Lord Adonai– Sovereign, Lord. At a time when parents and ancestors were viewed with great respect David’s words were shocking, as the Lord Jesus had pointed out in Mt 22:41-46. 
 As it seemed impossible that any man would call his son his Lord, it opened their minds to the possibility of a situation which was also beyond human expectation - that the child born as David’s descendant, at Bethlehem, was also the Son of God given, Isa 9:6-7. Christ the Son of David, was also David’s God.

SIT THOU ON/at MY RIGHT HAND- As in 2:33. Not only was Messiah–Jesus a greater King than great David, He had a greater relationship with God in heaven. To sit at the right hand of the Sovereign of the Universe meant that Christ Himself was God. 5:31; 7:55-56; See Mt 22:41-45; 26:64; Mk 12:36; 14:62; 16:19; Lk 20:42-44; 22:69; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; Phil 2:9-11; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12; 1 Pet 3:22; Rev 3:21. 

UNTIL I MAKE.. FOES/enemies.. a FOOTSTOOL/for your feet- Our Lord’s total triumph. Ancient kings liked to have themselves pictured as conquerors seated on their throne with their feet on their defeated enemies. Cp Josh 10:24. That Jerusalem’s rulers who thought they had defeated Jesus by crucifying Him, would be His footstool, would be a shock to the hearers! Cp Ps 2:7-12. In a different sense the enemies are the unseen principalities, powers, and ultimately, death., 1 Cor 15:24-26. 

2:36 THEREFORE LET ALL THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL- 7:42. God’s people are often called that from Ex 16:31 onward. KNOW- Ginosko- To know and experience. ASSUREDLY/be assured of this- Asphalos- Safely, securely, free from all fear of contradiction. Used of taking Jesus prisoner, Mk 14:44, and imprisoning Paul, 16:23. THAT GOD.. MADE.. JESUS.. YOU CRUCIFIED- The Rulers had acted on behalf or the house of Israel. LORD- Kurios. The Lord that they must call on if they are to be saved 2:20; Rom 10:9. He is LORD, the highest possible Name – God Himself, Phil 2:9. What He was from eternity, and had veiled by taking up humanity, is publicly displayed in triumph that is enriched by His humbling Himself to bring salvation. 

CHRIST- Christos- Anointed. The LXX uses Christos for the Messiah. Jesus was God's anointed King, Priest, Prophet to fulfil all the promises God had given in the O.T. If they refuse Him they faced judgment and total loss. If they accept Him they would have all the blessings God had promised. This first Christian sermon states the foundation truth on which the Church is built, Mt 16:18. Cp Lk 2:11; Rom 10:9; Phil 2:11. 

2:37-40 Peter Calls for Repentance

 (In obedient faith they had witnessed to men who had rejected and crucified Christ, and the Lord demonstrated that, as He had promised, He would work through the preachers, 1:8; Jn 16:7-11. The message struck home to the hearts of the hearers, and they realised they must deal with the glorified Lord Jesus now, or face God’s Judgment wrath. They begged to know what they needed to do about the Gospel truth, and were told to show their repentance, and faith in Christ Jesus, by being baptised in His name. Many did that, so the church was firmly established as the new people of God, right in the city where the old people of God had rejected God, His Saviour, and His salvation.)

2:37-38 THEY WERE PRICKED/cut- Katanusso- To strike or prick violently. The word describes a strongly emotional response. LXX 
uses it in Ps 109:16. IN THEIR/to the HEART- The work of God the Holy Spirit as promised in Jn 16:8-11. Cp 5:33, and 7:54 where it resulted in murder. SAID UNTO/to PETER.. other APOSTLES- This reminds us that although Peter was the main speaker he was speaking on behalf of all the Apostles, 1:8; 2:14; Lk 22:30. It seems that the people recognised this by questioning the nearest Apostles to them. MEN.. brothers WHAT SHALL WE DO- They realised they were guilty of murdering God’s Servant their Messiah and were desperate to know what to do about that. Peter’s reply is a useful summary of what conversion involves.

PETER SAID/replied REPENT- Metanoeo- To think afterwards, in contrast to Pronoeo- to think beforehand. So to change one's mind or purpose, to repent. In the Bible, to repent is to be sorry for, and turn away from sin and disobedience and turn to God in trustful faith, Lk 24:47 Cp 3:19; 5:31; 8:22; 11:18; 17:30; 20:21; 26:20. As Jews, they had been running their own life trying to be God's people, by trying to keep God's Law. But in spite of being outwardly God’s people they had shown they hated Him when He came in grace and lived among them, 2:22-23; Jn 1:11; 15:22-25. Peter said that they must turn from rejecting Christ and other sins and take sides with God against themselves – accept His verdict and accept His remedy. 

BE BAPTISED EVERY ONE OF YOU- Each one individually on the same basis, whether they had been baptised by John Baptist, or not, had followed Christ on the road to Calvary weeping, or shouting "Crucify Him.” Their repentance was an inward change in their invisible dealings with God. But the Faith that made them right with God needed to be demonstrated by an outward action – baptism - a public confession that proclaimed the invisible change within them, Rom 10:9-10. By being baptised in the Name- authority of Jesus they confessed that He was now their Saviour and Lord and they had disowned Israel’s Christ-rejecting rulers. 
 And proclaimed their death to their self-centred rebellious life, to belong to Christ, and what He had won for them. Cp Rom 6:1-14.; 2 Tim 2:19. It also brought them into public association with Christ’s Apostles, and His world-wide church as it grew.

IN- Epi- Upon, on. 
 THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST- He was in the will of God named Jesus-Saviour, Christ, and Lord. When people call upon Him as such, He instantly takes up those roles with regard to them. The person being baptised in His name in effect says "What He IS, what He has DONE, and what He WILL DO, is mine, and what He wills me to be and do, I also accept as mine.” The Believer, in being Baptised, publicly confesses and claims for himself whatever Jesus Christ’s name proclaimed Him to be. And, equally confesses that he is responsible to live in such a way that those around him gain a clear picture of the kind of Salvation and Saviour he has received, and the kind of Lord he belongs to and serves. The full name of God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit – may have been spoken at their baptism, as in Mt 28:19. But for these Jews the challenge was to publicly confess that they were now under the authority of, and identified with, the One they had rejected and crucified. Cp Paul in 22:16. 

FOR/so that- Eis- Into, with a view to. (Mt 12:41 uses the same expression - the people of Nineveh repented Eis- into the preaching of Jonah. Because of it, not in order to -  anything.) REMISSION OF/may be forgiven- Aphesis- A dismissal, a release. From Aphiemi - to send away. SINS- Harmartia- A missing the mark. Cp Lk 1:77; 3:3; 5:20-24, etc. Baptism doesn’t make the forgiveness of sins happen. Forgiveness and all of salvation comes from what baptism symbolises and confesses – the accepting of Christ as Saviour, putting our trust in Christ, committing ourselves to Christ, and union with Christ in His death and resurrection. Cp 16:31; Jn 1:12; 3:16, 36; 6:47; Rom 6:3-4; 10:9. Paul was thankful he had baptised only a few, 1 Cor 14-16, although he had been the means of saving many.

You will RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY Spirit- The Holy Spirit can come into the heart and life of a Sinful man only through the work of the Cross and the repentance and faith that brought the good of it into that sinner. Cp 10:45; 11:17. The Spirit Himself is the gift. The difference between John’s commands under the old covenant, Lk 3:3-14  and that of the Apostles of Jesus under the new, makes the changed situation clear.

2:39. THE PROMISE- 2:21, expressed in the Gospel. IS for YOU- To these Jews personally – they were responsible to God to take up what He was offering them. By rejecting Christ they had closed the door of the old Covenant. But in Christ and His Gospel God had opened the door of the New Covenant to Christ-rejecting Jews, and to Gentiles. And the promise to Abraham, of blessing was fulfilled by the Spirit coming into the lives of those who turned to Christ, Lk 24:49; Rom 9:26-10:13; Gal 3:14-16. Cp Jer 31:33-34/Heb 8:10-10:23; Ezek 11:19-20; 36:24-27. 

YOUR CHILDREN- They had responsibility to claim God's Gospel offer and to pass it on to their children. They should take up the promise, but that should not be a dead end – they must speak of the promise and urge its acceptance on their descendants, and on all men everywhere, 1:8. Their babies could not repent and be baptised and receive the Spirit. Their children could be urged to do so, but each must do so for himself, individually. Only those born of God, born again by personally receiving Christ, are the children of God, Jn 1:12; 3:3-8.

TO/for ALL THAT ARE AFAR/far OFF- Those far away in distance and time, right down to our here and now. The expression is used of the Prodigal, Lk 15:13 and in Eph 2:17. Although Peter didn’t realise the whole truth of what he said (See 10:9-46) from the beginning the Church knew vaguely that it was a world-wide fellowship, open to everyone who responded to the Gospel. And equally the Church knew it owed the Gospel to everyone, as Paul confessed, Rom 1:15-17. Cp Isa 57:19. Turning to Christ for Salvation isn’t a selfish action. God wanted the same blessings for their children, and for others world-wide. 

AS MANY AS/for all whom THE LORD OUR GOD SHALL/will CALL- Proskaleo- An official demand, not a tolerant invitation, Gen 28:1; Ex 3:18; 5:3; Amos 5:8. Note how it’s used in 5:40; 13:2; 16:10; 23:17, 23. Those who call on the Lord are those that God has called. 

2:40. WITH MANY OTHER- Heteros- Different. WORDS- Logos- Words, message statements. We must express the Gospel in a variety of ways in order to convey the truth. It wasn’t a matter of repeating the correct formula, but of understanding what the Gospel says, and responding in faith – taking God at His word. We have only a brief summary of what Peter said. 

DID HE TESTIFY/warned them- Diamarturomai- To testify strongly or solemnly. Cp Isa 1:18-20. We must witness steadfastly to the objective facts and truths of the Gospel. But this must be spoken in love for God, His purposes, and the hearers and their eternal destiny, 1 Cor 13:1-3. It’s the truth of God clearly grasped and handed on accurately that is spoken in love, which adds to the church, and builds up church members, Eph 4:14-16. Cp 8:25; 10:42; 20:21, 24; 23:11; 28:23. 

EXHORT/he pleaded with them- Parakaleo- Para- to the side, alongside Kaleo- to call. So to stand alongside people, urging them on, encouraging, and strengthening them as in 11:23; 14:22; 15:32, etc. Peter was not content with cold warning statements of facts, he continued pleading lovingly that they would respond to the Gospel. Preaching from a pulpit can give the impression that a preacher is a holy person whose work is to throw warnings and advice at sinners from a safe distance. And that God is like that. But God is pleading for them to turn to Him, and not die, Ezek 33:11. So as Peter did, we must in spirit, and if possible, physically, get alongside people, and in what we say echo the heart and will of God towards them, urging that they join us in responding to God saying “WE must do this..” The Gospel must be presented as a rational, reasoned appeal to the mind, as an emotional, loving appeal to the heart, and to the will.

SAVE YOURSELVES- Sozo, as in 2:21. Johnson’s commentary says this is in the Passive – be saved, let yourselves be saved, by conforming to God’s will and echoing His action of making Jesus Lord and Christ. The only way the hearers of the Gospel can save themselves is by calling on the name of the Lord who was calling them in Peter’s Spirit-inspired preaching. 

FROM THIS UNTOWARD/corrupt- Skolios- Crooked, twisted, as in Lk 3:5; Phil 2:15; 1 Pet 2:18. Cp Deu 32:5; Ps 78:8. Skolios is used in contrast to Euthus, or Orthos- Straight, or Agathos- Good. Israel under its Leaders had turned from the straight road of God’s will into a forbidden road on which judgment must fall - escape from it. Israel had twisted the straight truth of God’s Law into destructive self-righteousness – abandon it. Israel had gone rotten in God's sight, and He must throw them out – get away from them or you’ll be thrown out. Peter pleaded with them that like Lot, Gen 19:14, they come out of the spiritual Sodom, of Christ rejecters, Mt 10:14-15. And like Noah, 2 Pet 2:5, come into Christ the Ark. Unless an individual Jew disowned the Rulers and their decision by being baptised in the name of Jesus they continued under God’s Judgment. 

GENERATION- Genea- A begetting, birth, those who by birth belong to the same family, race, etc. Those possessed of similar characteristics as if it were a family likeness. Those living at the same time as each other. In Num 14:35 That generation of Israel was called an evil generation because it had rebelled against Jehovah, in spite of having witnessed His mighty acts. Cp Mk 8:12, 38; Lk 11:29-32, 50-51; 17:25; Heb 3:10. Their rebellion brought judgment on them. The generation of Jews Peter was speaking to had been privileged to have Messiah come to them, but had crucified Him. Unless Peter’s hearers came out from that generation of Christ rejecters, their descendants would also be Christ rejecters. Follow this use the word Genea in Mt 11:16; 12:39, 41, 42, 45; 16:4; 17:17; 23:36-39; 24:34. The last verse assures us that This generation shall not pass away- i.e. the Christ rejecting generation – family of people – will continue till all the “judgment things” have been fulfilled, and they turn to Christ in repentance, Mt 23:39.

2:41-47 The Changed Lives of the Believers

 (As a result of the startling events on the day of Pentecost, the memory of the Crucifixion, and the clear witness that Jesus was the Messiah many turned to Christ. The reality of the Gospel truths preached by Peter and the Apostles was displayed in the transformed lives of these people. They had left behind them the OT worship of God by Law-keeping, and been taken up into living in fellowship with God, by His Spirit. They were still Jews, and prayed at the temple, but Jews with a new life and a new joy. In their “first love”1 Jn 4:19; Rev 2:4 response to God’s saving love received in Christ, they made a good start at living out the reality of being brothers and sisters in Christ.

When we first received assurance of Salvation our new found forgiveness, freedom, and joy in the Lord made us willing to let our lives be changed. But then, three thousand Christians were ALL in the first glorious days of liberation from self and sin and what we read rings true to that. They knew little about the nature of the church God had formed them into, but rejoiced in being a people of God called and set apart to belong to Him, forever. And that moved them to yield all they were and had to God for His purposes, and in fellowship with His other children. The Spirit-given strength and joy of unity was well worth the surrender of self, selfishness, and personal preferences. Problems would come – there was still human leaven in the Pentecost loaves, 5:1-11; 6:1-6, but the body had begun to function, under its head, as God intended, 1 Cor 12:12-26; Eph 4:7-16; Col 1:18; 2:16-19, etc. )

2:41 THEN THEY THAT GLADLY RECEIVED/Those who accepted HIS WORD/message- Logos. WERE BAPTISED- The simplicity of the statement is striking. Nothing is said about who did the baptising or in what place – Christian baptism needs no priest or holy place. An honest confession of Christ, and public obedience to His command was all that was needed. It’s likely that all of the men of the 120 would be needed to baptise so many people that day, and they would have had to scatter all over Jerusalem to find sufficient water. Cp Jn 3:23. No doubt the converts received the Holy Spirit, and had their sins forgiven as Peter promised, 2:38, but there was no need to say so as God keeps all His promises. There was no need of “tongues” to confirm the Spirit baptism. Their transformed lives were clear witnesses to the work of the Holy Spirit in them. 

THE SAME DAY THERE WERE ADDED- The Gospel came to them, and comes to us, and it is accepted or not. Those who accept the Gospel have placed themselves in the Lord’s hands, and He places them – all of them, 1 Cor 12:13 - in the Church the body of Christ by the Baptism of the Spirit. They had the right and ability to choose Christ, but even their choosing Christ, which added them to the company of those blessed, was God’s work and accomplished His purposes. It seems that God does nothing for us without our permission, but certainly we do nothing good except by His Spirit, His wisdom, power, holiness, and love. Blessed be His Name.

ABOUT THREE THOUSAND SOULS- Psuche- As in 2:27. Not just bodies added to a group, or names on a list. /were added to the number that day- Added to the group who had confessed Christ and received the Spirit of God. In spite of the Lord’s words in Mt 16:18 it may have been some time before they realised that they were fulfilling them and were His church. (At the end of the Lord's personal ministry, there were about 120 converts in Jerusalem. But He had promised that when He had ascended to the Father, and the Spirit had descended, they would do Greater works, Jn 14:12. In spiritual terms – in transformed lives – this had begun to happen, to the glory of God.)

2:42 THEY CONTINUED STEADFASTLY IN/devoted themselves to- Proskartereo- To be strong and steadfast, to endure, persevere in. This was their glad response to the Gospel and its new covenant, the new work of God. Everything was fresh and challenging, so stood out clearly. But there is something of this wherever conversion is real. Luke’s words emphasise a consistent and continuing pattern of behaviour. It isn’t a description of organised church life, but involved informal fellowship as a group in the temple. And the spontaneous, informal getting together of people at their normal homes and meals, and honouring the Lord by what they did.

THE APOSTLES’ DOCTRINE/teaching- At His command, Mt 28:20, the Apostles took up the work of teaching all the Lord Jesus had taught them. This included (Lk 24:25-27) the relevance of the OT to the central facts of the Gospel - His death, burial, resurrection, and ascension, 2:23-24; 3:13-15; 4:10; 1 Cor 15:1-4, etc. And all that the Holy Spirit was revealing to them as they became ready for it, Jn 16:12-13. Cp 4:2, 18; 5:21, 25, 28, 42; 1 Cor 12:28; 14:37; 2 Cor 13:10; Eph 2:20-22; 3:5; 1 Th 4:2. This teaching, as recorded in the New Testament, enables us also to persevere in the Apostle's doctrine. What the Apostles taught, as they preached, or discussed the Lord and His Gospel, was listened to eagerly, accepted, and put into practice. This came naturally to people rejoicing in the wonder of sins forgiven, and life in the Spirit that was transforming them into Christ-likeness.

to the FELLOWSHIP- Koinonia- Communion, fellowship, sharing. Fellowship with the Apostles and with each other in the community formed by the Holy Spirit and the preaching of the Gospel. They all knew that God in his grace had called them together out of the Jewish Christ-rejecting community around them, to belong to Jesus who was now their Lord. So those who had shared this experience belonged together. Cp aspects of spiritual fellowship in 1 Cor 1:9; 10:16; 2 Cor 6:14; 13:13; Phil 1:5; 2:1; 3:10; Heb 13:16; 1 Jn 1:3-7. And sharing goods, 4:32-37; Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 8:2-9:13; Phile 6; Heb 13:16; Jas 2:14-17; 1 Jn 3:16-18. 

IN/to the BREAKING of BREAD- See Lk 24:30, 35 where an ordinary meal was transformed by the visible presence of the Lord. (Cp “Breaking bread” in 2:46; 20:7, 11; Mt 26:26; Mk 14:22; Lk 22:19; 1 Cor 10:16; 11:24.) This refers to corporate worship, but not in the sense of holy buildings, altars, ritual, priests, etc. But in the sense of a sharing appreciation of Christ and His worthiness, between members of Christ’s body in His presence. (It is sinful folly that this simple, homely remembrance of the Lord, and rejoicing in Him and His saving work should have become the priest-dominated, formality called “the sacrifice of the Mass” which by being granted or withheld – under an interdict - kept whole nations in religious slavery! )

In Jewish custom the words breaking of bread referred to the father’s action which began the meal, not to the meal itself. Cp 2:46; 20:7, 11; 27:35. What this seems to be saying is that when the Believers sat down to a meal, and the head of the house gave thanks for the bread, they also remembered the Lord’s words in Lk 22:19. In the joy of their first love for the Lord, every meal was begun by honouring the Bread of God who came down from Heaven and gave His body to be broken for them. As we, God’s children, sit down to a meal, we give thanks for the food, and those who share it with us, and can seek grace to make our fellowship experience be like these early Christians.

The eating and drinking together as an expression of fellowship in Christ, to which the hungry poor were welcomed, was later formalised into an organised meal called an Agape, and associated with the Lord’s Supper. The problems at Corinth where groups of rich Christians feasted and got drunk while others went hungry, is an obvious reason why the Agape meal was later separated from the Last Supper. 

IN PRAYERS/to prayer- They still joined in the formal Jewish prayers and prayer-sessions, 3:1; 10:9, but spontaneous prayer related to Jesus and the Gospel would have increasingly replaced the old routines. The Lord had urged His people to pray, and gave us an example of how our prayer should be structured to be God-honouring and unselfish, Mt 6:7-16. But the Holy Spirit is our great Helper, Rom 8:26-27. The early Christians prayed often, 1:14; 3:1; 6:4; 10:4; 12:5; 13:1-3; 16:13, 16. 

They showed an enthusiastic commitment to: Listening to the Word of God taught by His servants. Fellowshipping with them in what they believed and did. Joining them in worship - remembering the Lord's Death, and in praying. Us older Believers may lament that new converts soon lose their enthusiasm for the things of Christ, and Salvation. They do. We did too. They get like us. Any new baby might well lose its appetite and enthusiasm for life if fed for only an hour or so, once or twice a week. Or to be more modern, new converts need to “achieve orbital velocity soon after blast-off” or we will have to be nudging them along indefinitely or until they crash. If any of us feel we are too busy to be like these early believers let’s challenge ourselves by re-phrasing Mal 1:8 "Try telling your university lecturer, or the boss at work that you're too busy" to do what he says.

2:43 GREAT FEAR CAME UPON EVERY SOUL/Everyone was filled with awe- Imperfect tense. Not a sudden panic that passed, but an ongoing sense of awe inspired by the evidence that God was at work. People who had shouted “Crucify Him” were now enthusiastically saying “Jesus Christ is risen from the dead and gone to Heaven and has forgiven my sin and given me eternal life!” “He is my Saviour and Lord, Praise the Lord.” And hard-hearted, greedy rich men were opening their homes to welcome poorer people to feast with them. 
 As the Jews of Jerusalem saw the transformed lives of those who had turned to Christ, 2:42, they were shaken out of their complacency.

MANY WONDERS.. miraculous SIGNS- In 2:22 they had authenticated Jesus as the Messiah, these authenticated the Apostles and their message, Heb 2:1-3. The two expressions are used together often in the LXX of the miracles in Egypt and the wilderness that had marked that God was doing the new thing of taking up and working through, a nation, the Israelites, 7:36. The miracles in the Gospels and in Acts were signs that God through Jesus was doing a new thing on earth – building His Church. See 2:19; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 14:3; 15:12. In a sense the transformed daily lives of the Christians was an even more striking wonder and sign that the Lord Jesus was at work. Both would stir their consciences. Cp 5:5, 11; 19:17; Lk 1:12; 7:16. 

WERE DONE- Ginomai- To be, become. As in 2:2, 6, 43. (Not Poieo- to do) They happened in association with the Apostles, rather than they did them. Cp Heb 2:4. The Holy Spirit acted through them as promised. BY THE APOSTLES- Apostolos- The 12, not the 120. Imperfect tense – miracles were happening at this time. Jesus of Nazareth had worked signs and wonders, but been crucified. Now they were happening through His Apostles, and for those who had been involved in crucifying Christ. This would bring fear of judgment, as well as fear of God in the hearts of those who continued to reject Christ. IN JERUSALEM. [ RT] Makes the implicit explicit. 
2:44 ALL THAT BELIEVED/the believers- Aorist tense– an event with a continuing effect. Christians are called believers, those who believe in Jesus as the Christ, Saviour, and Lord, 4:32; 5:14; 11:21; 13:39. The Church is a body of all those who believe in Christ. WERE TOGETHER- They may have formed themselves into a synagogue - the synagogue of the Nazarenes, 5:11; 6:5; 24:5; Jas 2:2. HAD ALL THINGS/everything IN COMMON- Koinos- Belonging to the group in contrast to Idios- one's own. This change from selfishness was sharply defined then, but an element of mutual caring is a normal sign of conversion. This was a voluntary, spontaneous expression of their unity in joyful fellowship in the grace and gifts received from God. It meant that those in need had their needs met by those who had a surplus. Problems soon arose – hypocrisy in a giver, 5:1-11, jealousy between receivers, 6:1, and, if all possessions not needed in the immediate present are disposed of by all Believers the result could be general poverty. 

The natural selfishness of these believers had been swallowed up in the Love that the Spirit had poured into their hearts, Rom 5:5. They gave joyfully in the consciousness that giver and receiver alike were dearly loved by the Lord who had given Himself for them, 2 Cor 8:9; Gal 2:20. Today we may all pay taxes to the State, and receive help from the State. The wealth and poverty of Believers may be in a different pattern. But the Lord’s words in Mt 6:19-34 are still true. And the example of these Believers acting in their love for their Lord and Saviour, and new-found joy of Salvation, is recorded to teach us. There is something wrong when a Christian who has too much, doesn’t share with Christians that have too little. If we love our Lord, and love our neighbour as ourselves, we will do something about it – sharing time, love, possessions, wealth, cars.

2:45 SOLD/Selling- Imperfect tense – an ongoing action, people were selling. THEIR POSSESSIONS- Ktema- A possession, or property, used of land etc, 5:1, 3, 8. GOODS- As in Heb 10:34. PARTED/they gave- Diamerizo. Used in 2:3, and of the soldiers sharing out the Lord's clothes, Mt 27:35, etc. TO ALL/anyone AS EVERY MAN/he HAD NEED- The disciples were obeying their Lord’s command in Lk 6:30-36, as a spontaneous outgrowth of the Spirit’s work, not as keeping a set of rules. Greek philosophers and more recent idealists taught that such sharing was what people should do, but attempts to set up such societies have been miserable failures. Modern socialism proclaimed the ideal “from each according to his ability, to each according to his need,” but Communist governments twisted that into murder and robbery of the rich, and then the Communist officials lived in luxury, and their army would shoot citizens for attempting to escape from their “Heaven on earth!” Only the indwelling Spirit of God could motivate and enable true sharing, and even then human desire to make a good impression, Mt 6:1-4, marred it by hypocrisy 5:1-10. Each Synagogue operated a welfare fund. Voluntary Christian sharing became a  welfare fund caring for widows, orphans, etc, 1 Tim 5:3-10; Jas 1:27.

2:46-47 THEY CONTINUING DAILY WITH ONE ACCORD/Every day they continued to meet together- Proskartereo- As in 1:14; 2:42. The words apply to the whole sentence – these were the things which they were continually doing, day by day. IN THE TEMPLE courts- Hieros- The outer Temple area where worshippers gathered to pray etc. Only priests could enter the Naos- inner temple where sacrifices were offered, etc. Luke records that the Lord Jesus had taught there, Lk 20:1, 21:37-38; 22:52-53, and His followers continued to do so, 2:46; 3:1; 5:12, 20, 25, 42; Lk 24:53. The first Christians didn’t make an immediate break with Jewish worship. In fact Pharisee Christians tried to add Christ to Law-obedient self-righteousness, 15:1. To do that would have cramped, crippled and divided God’s church as Paul warned the Galatians, so loyalty to Christ had to replace Law-keeping. 

BREAKING/They broke BREAD FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE/in their homes- The Temple courts were for praying in, Isa 56:7; Mt 21:13; Mk 11:17; Lk 19:46, not a place for eating meals. They shared the normal activities of the Temple with other Jews. But also in their own homes they enjoyed open hearted fellowship in ordinary eating and drinking, and in worship - celebrating the Lord’s Supper. 
 All who had been called out to Christ knew they belonged to each other in the bonds of His love. It’s a good witness to Christ today when Christian Arab and Christian Jew, Christian Tutsi and Christian Hutu, etc fellowship together in Christ. The atmosphere of a Christian home is to be a revelation of the Love of God to all men, in Christ. Christian homes continued to be used as centres of the life, worship and witness of the Church, 5:42; 8:3; 11:14; 12:12; 16:15, 31-32; 18:8; 20:20. 

DID EAT/ate together- The words mean the eating of ordinary meals, in contrast to 43 where "Breaking Bread," stands alone, so refers to the Lord's Supper. But it was the Lord’s visible presence at a normal meal that transformed sorrow to joy in Lk 24:35, and when we remember His invisible presence today it cheers our meal times. WITH- En- In. GLADNESS/glad- Agalliasis- Exuberant joy, Lk 1:14, 44. Used in LXX for enthusiastic joy in the Lord’s presence, and in His redemptive work, as in Ps 9:2; 13:5; 19:5; 21:1; 30:5; 31:7; 40:16; 42:4; 81:1; 100:2; 118:15. 

SINGLENESS OF/sincere HEART/hearts- Aphelotes- Simplicity, singleness, sincerity. It carries the thought of being free from hidden motives, and open-hearted generous sharing as well. The word is used only here, but is related to Haplotes which is used in Rom 12:8; 2 Cor 1:12; 8:2; 9:11, 13; 11:3; Eph 6:5; Col 3:22. There was nothing glum, calculating or mean about their meals - open hearts and open homes, full of rejoicing in God for Salvation and for bread to eat, both of which were shared. The Christian’s joy wasn’t the product of exciting food, or alcoholic indulgence, it was the joy of sins forgiven, the Holy Spirit filling hearts that were willing to live as the Gospel wanted them to live, clear consciences and unselfish joy in each other’s joy, 1 Cor 12:25-26. 

PRAISING GOD- The God-ward aspect of their lives. HAVING/enjoying the FAVOUR- Charis- Grace, but the meaning is that the people looked on them with kindly favour. p Mt 5:16. Seeing that the truth of the Gospel had made them enthusiastic in praising God, and being kind and happy, made it clear that God was working. Being a Christian looked good to the neighbours, and they thought about joining them. ALL THE PEOPLE- Their unity and joy was convincing, as the Lord prayed it would be, Jn 12:19; 17:21-23. And for a while this goodwill was a useful bridge by which Christ-rejecting Jews could cross over into the fellowship of those who confessed Christ. Christians must not aim at popularity, Lk 6:26-36, but must use it well, as we must use unpopularity, Mt 10:22-23; Jn 15:12-20; 1 Th 2:14-16. We must treat everyone in a Christ-like way, and with clear words of truth and love support the witness of our lives, Phil 2:1-16.

THE LORD ADDED TO- As in 2:41. It is the Lord’s responsibility to do this, just as it is our responsibility to proclaim Christ and His Gospel, pray, and demonstrate Christ and the Gospel by the way we treat each other. THE CHURCH- Ekklesia- [RT]. Their numbers- Epi to ayto- The together ones. [Nes] Those gathered (to the Lord). In God’s sight, in their life-style, and in the eyes of the world, they were a specific group of people, and the Lord added to them. These formed the church, as the later Mss of the [RT] made clear, though the Believers might not have used the word “church” at this stage. The group is called simply their own, in 4:23, and James calls their gathering a synagogue in Jas 2:2. 

DAILY.. those being SAVED- Sozo- Present participle- so the (ones) being saved. There’s no thought of their fitness, or of their salvation being earned. It simply speaks of it as happening. It doesn't state what they were added to in the older Ms because it was obvious. Only God can save, and add to His Church. But His method of saving is the proclamation of the Gospel by His obedient children-servants, empowered by the Holy Spirit who they must be careful not to grieve by selfish, Christless behaviour, Eph 4:29-5:4. With the Believers behaving as they were God found people who He could save and add to them every day. The hearer struggles to choose to believe and receive Christ and His Gospel. And then when born again by the Spirit of God he is moved to realise that all that he has done and can do for God, is choosing to place himself and his will into the great and glorious will of God. Like Enoch, we walk with God as a trustful child by placing the hand of our faith into the hand of a heavenly Father, who keeps it there. 

3:1-4:31 A Healing Miracle           & its Consequences

 (This is one of the signs and wonders  the Risen Lord worked through His Apostles, and it shows the way  miracles were used to witness to Him, and earn the favour of the people, 1:8; 2:47. Cp 5:12-16. Jesus had loved, and transformed the lives of the outcasts and the poor, Lk 7:18-23. Now, a man who, like all cripples, had been excluded from the Temple, was healed, and ran into the Temple leaping and shouting praises to God. As a result crowds of people joined him in praising God, and were eager to listen to the Apostles’ witness to Christ. The Rulers had crucified Jesus, and as the miracles continued, and were winning the hearts of the people to praise God, they were thrown into a panic. )

3:1-10 A Cripple Healed at the Temple Gate

 (This brief account tells only what Peter said and did, but John being with him reminds us that the Lord sent out His servants together, Mk 6:7, and that provides adequate witness, Deu 19:15. God the Holy Spirit empowers witness to Christ, and encourages us to work together with others, Mt 18:19. Cp Ecc 4:9-12. But where appropriate an Apostle, or other witness was free to work alone, as Philip did, 8:4-8, 26-39.)

3:1-6  NOW/One day PETER AND JOHN- As in 4:3; 8:14. With John’s brother James they were the disciples privileged to be closest to Jesus, Mk 5:37; 9:2; 13:3; 14:33; Lk 22:8. This meant that they could witness to things which others couldn’t, 2 Pet 1:16-18. WENT/were going UP TOGETHER INTO THE TEMPLE- The Christians continued to join with other Jews in the Temple worship while they were learning to adjust to life under the new covenant where the Spirit indwelt and empowered every individual. This helped to hold open a door for Christ-rejecting Jews to repent, and receive their Messiah. We are to witness to Christ in the situation we are in when the Lord calls us, 1 Cor 7:17-24. Loyalty to Christ will keep us from sin, and we will be driven out if our witness to Him there can do no more. Until the temple was destroyed 40 years later the Pharisee converts to Christ, 15:5, were tempted to be loyal to Judaism instead of loyal to Christ. Cp 2 Cor 6:17-18, much of Galatians, Phil 3:1-14; Heb 13:13. 

THE HOUR/time OF PRAYER.. NINTH HOUR/three in the afternoon- Jews prayed at the time of the morning and evening sacrifices, Ex 29:38-42; Num 28:1-8. The evening sacrifice was offered when it was obvious that the sun was descending - about 3pm. For God’s new people, the church, the Temple was still a place of prayer. But there seems to have been something dishonouring to God in the Pharisaic Christians persisting in offering sacrifices, 21:26, and God didn’t bless it.

A.. MAN, LAME FROM HIS MOTHERS WOMB/crippled from birth- He had never walked, never learnt the skills of walking – he was hopelessly crippled. As in 9:33; 14:8; Lk 13:11 Luke gives precise details. Perhaps because he was a medical man, Col 4:14, or simply that he was giving an accurate record, Lk 1:4. (The Law excluded cripples from being priests, or offering sacrifices, Lev 21:16-18. As interpreted by the Pharisees an Israelite might limp into the temple, but those who were legless or needed to be carried must stay in the outer court with the Gentiles. They were counted as being shut out from God’s blessings, but the Lord, Messiah, welcomes such to His Feast. Lk 14:21.)

CARRIED- He couldn’t walk, and had no means of earning a living. This emphasises his helplessness, and the limited help human friends could give. AT THE GATE OF/to THE TEMPLE.. every day- So he would be well known. TO ASK ALMS OF/beg coins from those THAT ENTERED/going into THE TEMPLE courts- An excellent begging spot. Those seeking mercy from God by going to His temple should be willing to show mercy to a beggar. This emphasises the little help that God’s OT Law could give. It offered him no chance of healing, but those going to worship God at the Temple would know that God had commanded that they provide for the poor. Cp Ex 22:21-27; Lev 25:25-55; Deu 14:28-29; 15:1-18; 16:10-11; 23:15-16, 19-20, 24-25; 24:6, 10-22; Ps 112:9. Worshippers carrying money to put in the collection chests, Mk 12:41, might decide that a crippled Israelite was in more need of a donation than wealthy priests and a gilded Temple. 

WHICH IS/gate CALLED BEAUTIFUL- Perhaps the gate sheathed in polished bronze called the Nicanor gate. It seems to have led from the court of the Gentiles to the court of women. If so, it was as far into the Temple as Gentiles or cripples were allowed. The beauty of the Temple was a contrast to the beggar at its gate. Religion still builds Temples and Cathedrals, but can do nothing for the souls of helpless people in their suffering and sin. WHO SEEING/When he saw PETER.. JOHN.. He ASKED ALMS/money- The word is used for asking questions more often than for begging. So begged by asking “Please will you give me…” PETER looked straight at him- Peter saw him not just as an unfortunate man, but as a chance to demonstrate God’s mercy and power in Christ. Cp Jn 9:3. We are new creatures, and must seek to see everyone we meet through the eyes of our new, Christ-in-us nature, with a view to seeing God do His work in them, 2 Cor 5:14-18. 

WITH/as did JOHN- Peter took the lead, as usual, but did so in fellowship with other Apostles such as John. Then Peter SAID, LOOK ON/at US- Give us your full attention. So the man GAVE HEED/attention.. PETER SAID, SILVER AND GOLD HAVE I NONE- They couldn’t give him what he expected, a handout, as they had no money. Money was laid at the Apostle’s feet, for distribution to those believers who needed it, 2:44-45; 4:34-35. But they didn’t walk around with a bag of money handing it out to beggars. They gave it to people they knew, whose need they knew. We should give generously, prayerfully, looking carefully before we give. Handouts can’t transform lives as the Gospel does. Our priority as Christians is to give so that God’s Word, and His Gospel, reaches all those in need. 

SUCH AS I HAVE GIVE I THEE- They knew Jesus, the Saviour of men, and Lord of the universe, and they would gladly share that. And as an Apostle he knew that this man would receive that knowledge and be granted physical healing to confirm the truth of their Apostolic witness, Heb 2:3-4. We aren’t Apostles, and we have no physical healing to give, but we have been given the Gospel to share with those around us. 

IN THE NAME OF JESUS OF NAZARETH- By the power and authority of their risen, invisible-but-ever-present Lord, Mt 28:20. Jesus had shown that He was the Messiah, by healing the crippled, sick, etc. 2:22. That He continued to heal through His witnesses made it clear that He was now enthroned in heaven, and those who heard His witnesses must answer to God for what they did about His Gospel, Heb 2:3-4. This is stated emphatically – no handout from us, but Jesus gives you the ability to do what you could never do in yourself – walk. Peter’s words reminded them that this was done by the one the rulers had rejected - despised Jesus from despised Nazareth, Jn 1:46; 7:52. See 2:22. For other things done in the name of Jesus, see 2:38; 4:18; 5:40; 9:27; 16:18. There was nothing magical about saying His Name, as the sons of Sceva learned when they tried to use it as a magic formula, 19:13-17. 
3:7-10 HE TOOK/taking HIM.. LIFTED/helped HIM UP- The man had faith to be healed and tried to rise, and Peter gave him a helping hand. God’s servants still do that. Although everyone must deal with the Lord Jesus for themselves, God and man work together in doing God’s work. The Christian witness holds out his hand in the Gospel and in loving friendship and concern for the unsaved, and God uses that to bring people to salvation. 
IMMEDIATELY/instantly HIS/the man’s FEET.. RECEIVED STRENGTH/became strong- What in normal healing would have taken weeks or months happened instantly. HE LEAPING UP/jumped to his feet- When in faith we try to obey our Lord, He gives us the strength to do it, Mk 3:5. The excitement of this wonderful healing is conveyed by the use of seven verbs – the man rises, stands, walks, enters, walks, leaps, and praises. 

WALKED/began to walk.. ENTERED/went WITH THEM INTO THE TEMPLE courts- From the Gentiles’ court into the women’s court where the treasury was, Mk 12:41-44, and into the court of Israel. He used God’s gift to him in the best possible way – to get closer to God, and the things of God. (After the Lord cleansed the Temple the blind and lame came to him in the Temple and were healed Mt 21:14.) WALKING.. LEAPING/jumping.. PRAISING GOD- He used what God had given him in the fullest way – leaping, as well as walking! The crippled man leaping joyfully on his way into the Temple fulfilled what God had promised in Isa 35:1-6. So it was a visible proof that the unseen, rejected Jesus was indeed the Messiah as He had announced in Lk 4:17-21. Death had not stopped Him or His Mission for God – He had conquered death. And it reminds us that praising God is the right response to every blessing we receive, 2:47; Lk 2:20; 5:25-26; 7:16; 13:13; 17:15; 18:43. The cripple rejoiced in his healing, and glorified God with words of praise as well as by exercising the miraculously-given gift of physical movement. 

When.. PEOPLE SAW.. KNEW/recognised him.. SAT/used to sit begging- As many of them would have gone to the Temple often, they would have been used to seeing him sitting there begging. And perhaps seen him being carried backwards and forwards by his friends. To see him walking, leaping, and praising God would leave no doubt that he had been miraculously healed. THEY WERE FILLED WITH WONDER AND AMAZEMENT– This had been people’s response to the Lord’s miracles, Lk 4:36; 5:26; 7:16; 8:37, 56; 11:14; 13:17; 18:43. It was clearly a wonderful miracle, and they were eager to find what it meant.

3:11-18 Peter’s Message             & What the Miracle Showed

 (Peter, as preachers should, directed attention away from themselves. They had spoken on their Lord’s behalf. And He, enthroned in glory, 2:24, 32-33, had worked the miracle. Peter stressed the Jews’ sinful eagerness to have their Messiah crucified although the Roman Governor had wanted to release Him and let Him continue His work. They had chosen to have a murderer freed, and murdered the One sent to bring them the wonderful life of fellowship with God. Now that God had demonstrated the truth by the descent of the Spirit, and further miracles, they had no excuse. It was desperately urgent for them to face the reality of who Jesus is. )

3:11-12 AS THE LAME MAN.. HEALED.. HELD on to PETER AND JOHN- Or was clinging to them. This made it clear that the miracle was connected with them. THE PEOPLE RAN TOGETHER/came running UNTO/to THEM IN.. SOLOMON’S Colonnade- Stoa- An area with a roof supported by pillars that provided shelter from sun and rain, and so could be used as a market-place, school-room etc. Jesus had taught there, Jn 10:23, and the Apostles did, 5:12. 
WHEN PETER SAW.. HE ANSWERED/said- Apokrinomai- The word means to respond to a situation and give an explanation whether a question was asked or not. Peter answered the questions in their minds, as the Lord did in Mk 12:35; 14:47-48, etc. UNTO THE PEOPLE/to them- Peter saw the gathering crowd as an opportunity to preach the Gospel by explaining what had happened. We too should look for openings to give a reason for the confident hope that is demonstrated by the fact that we live in a way that puzzles our neighbours, 1 Pet 3:15-16. 
MEN OF ISRAEL WHY MARVEL/does THIS surprise you.. AS THOUGH/if BY OUR OWN POWER AND HOLINESS/or godliness WE HAD MADE THIS MAN TO WALK- Jews believed that by living very holy lives some people could get God to work miracles. Cp Jn 9:16, 33. The crowd knew the crippled beggar so they knew a miracle had happened, and wanted Peter and John to explain it. Cp the reaction to the Lord’s healing of the man blind from birth in Jn 9. 

3:13-14 THE GOD OF ABRAHAM.. OUR FATHERS- God introduced Himself to Moses in these words, Ex 3:6. Cp 7:32; Mt 22:32; Mk 12:26; Lk 20:37. HATH/has GLORIFIED- The Lord Jesus was glorified by the resurrection and ascension, the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, in the happy good life of His followers, and in continuing miracles done in His name. All these are the work of the God of their fathers. Peter makes it clear that he isn’t preaching a new god, or a new religion. It was the fulfilment of the promises and purposes of God. That God’s Servant would be rejected, suffer, and die, and that God would reverse that and bring blessing through Him, Isa 52:13-53:12. Cp 2:23; 4:10; 5:30. 

HIS SON/servant- Pais- A child, or an affectionate term for a young servant. As in Lk 7:1-10 it’s often not clear whether it means a child or a servant. JESUS- In the LXX Moses is called the servant- Pais of the Lord in Josh 1:13; 11:12, etc and it’s used of David in 4:25. Jesus is called Pais in Mt 12:18, as He came both as God’s beloved Son and His beloved suffering Servant. 
 (LXX has Pais for “servant” in Isa 42:1, 52:13, but Doulos in Isa 53:11.)

WHOM YE/you– Emphatic – You! His own people, Jn 1:11. DELIVERED UP/you handed him over to be killed- The Jewish Rulers handed Him over to Pilate, and the crowd approved, Lk 23:18. you DENIED/disowned HIM- Jn 19:15. The word is used of Peter’s denial, Mt 26:70, 72, etc, Cp 4:10; 5:30; 7:35; 13:28, etc. IN THE PRESENCE OF/before PILATE WHEN/though HE WAS DETERMINED/had decided TO LET HIM GO- Luke and Peter emphasise Pilate’s reluctance to condemn and crucify Jesus, Lk 23:4, 14, 15, 20, 22. 

DENIED/disowned THE HOLY ONE- This is often used as a title of the LORD- Jehovah/Yaweh, Lev 11:44-45; 2 Ki 19:22; Job 6:10; Ps 71:22; 77:41; Isa 1:4; 5:24, etc, and of Christ-Messiah in 2:27; 13:35; Ps 16:10; Mk 1:24; Lk 4:34; 1 Jn 2:20. JUST/Righteous One- The righteousness of the Messiah is stated in 2 Sam 23:2; Isa 32:1; 53:11; Zech 9:9. Cp 7:52; 22:14; Mt 27:19, 24; Lk 23:47; Jas 5:6; 1 Jn 2:1, 29; 3:7. DESIRED/asked that A MURDERER BE GRANTED UNTO/be released to YOU- The wickedness of their action in disowning their Messiah is sharpened by the fact that instead of the holy Righteous One they had chosen a wicked murderer! 

3:15-16 KILLED THE PRINCE/author- Archegos OF LIFE- In Judges 9:44 etc LXX uses Archegos for civil or military leaders, Num 13:2, etc, but its primary meaning is originator and protector of life. He is One who gives life, and they chose a murderer - one who takes away life. When we check the other verses where it is used - 5:31; Heb 2:10; 12:2 – we see that it means that Christ is the Source, Author, Pioneer, Founder and Protector of life and of salvation. The Lord Jesus is the Creator, Col 1:15-17, and as Redeemer He brings new, full, eternal life, Jn 3:15-16, 36; 4:14; 5:24; 6:27, 40, 47, 53, 68; 10:10, 28 11:25; 17:2, 3; 2 Cor 4:10-11; 1 Tim 1:8-11, He is the way, truth, and life, Jn 14:6. Moses could be said to have been an Archegos, in that he led Israel into a new good life of freedom in a good new land - Jesus is like Moses, 3:22. 

GOD RAISED him FROM THE DEAD- The statement of God over-ruling human sin and error reminds us of Joseph, who, in spite of his rejection by his brothers, became the preserver of life for Israel, Gen 50:20. WE ARE WITNESSES of this.
HIS NAME, THROUGH/By FAITH IN HIS/the  NAME of Jesus- Peter had stated strongly that their wicked and foolish rejection of Christ and cruel killing of Him had been totally reversed by God’s action. And now he states and restates that it was by faith that this man had been completely healed, and goes on to speak of the blessings repentance and faith could bring to Israel. 

Those who are concerned with correct use of language say this sentence is clumsy Greek, and in different Mss it has been altered to “improve” the grammar and literary style etc. But Luke is recording what Peter said. And neither Peter, nor the Holy Spirit guiding and empowering him, were trying to win praise for literary skill! 
 Peter’s grammar may stumble, but his words are heaped up to make very clear the basic facts. It was Jesus Christ alone who had healed the man. And it was faith in Jesus – faith made possible by Jesus, and what He had done and was doing – that had healed. And that faith was inseparable from the Lord Jesus and was a response to Him by Peter, and by the cripple, that had claimed and received as a gift, the healing that all men could see. 

Peter’s words guard against the idea that the Name of Jesus could be used magically. No power is generated by adding the words in the Name of Jesus to a command, statement, or prayer. And the words guard against the idea that if Peter (or the cripple, or anyone today) believed strongly that Jesus would heal, their “Faith” would make it happen. It wasn’t to the credit of either the cripple or of Peter. The saving-healing Faith is literally OF Jesus – He is its source. It is the fact that Jesus Christ is what His name says He is, that generates the Faith in the first place. And saving-healing Faith is THROUGH Jesus – by His past and present work. He is the agent, the channel, by which Faith is effective. 

It is Jesus’ name, and THE FAITH WHICH IS BY/comes through HIM HAS GIVEN.. THIS PERFECT SOUNDNESS/complete healing- Holokleria. By using Holokleria instead of more usual words for health and healing Peter made it clear that the cripple, as well as being able to walk, was no longer ritually blemished and so could now enter the Temple and worship. The related word Holokleros is used in 1 Th 5:23; Jas 1:4, so it may point to the cripple being made spiritually whole as well as physically. IN THE PRESENCE OF as YOU can ALL see. 

3:17-18 NOW BRETHREN/brothers I know you acted THROUGH IGNORANCE- He had made them face the fact of their wicked, ugly sin, but now addressed them in kind words. These reflect the attitude of the Lord Jesus, who had wept over Jerusalem, as they plotted to crucify Him. And looked forward to the time when Israel would repent, receive Him, and be restored, Mt 23:37-39. 

AS DID YOUR RULERS/Leaders- They hadn’t realised that they were killing the holy and innocent Creator of life when they shouted “crucify Him.” But their ignorance was their fault, not God’s. God had sent Jesus and He had displayed the full credentials of the Messiah. But the Pharisees had perverted the Law into a means of acquiring proud self-righteousness. So they had viewed Christ through the eyes of their prejudices, as a friend of outcasts, Mt 9:11; 11:19, and a Sabbath-breaker, Mt 12:10; Mk 3:5-6; Lk 13:14; Jn 5:8-16. The Sadducees insisted this life was the only life and turned the Temple into a means of making money, So they viewed Him as putting Israel’s good, and their profits, at risk, Jn 1:47-46. The mass of the people were blinded by their unwillingness to give up their selfish desires and wanted a Messiah who would slaughter the Romans so they could enjoy a selfish life. 

God faces everyone with the truth, and gives them the chance of repentance, 1 Tim 1:12-16. In God’s gracious will Christ’s rejection, death and resurrection had provided the means of forgiveness and life. God through Peter pleads with them to reverse their decision and enter into life and blessing. Judgment wouldn’t fall on Jerusalem for about 40 years, and God in love was still pleading with them to repent and turn to Him. National repentance was needed before national restoration was possible. 

THINGS.. GOD BEFORE HAD  SHOWN/foretold BY/through ALL HIS/the PROPHETS THAT CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER- This doesn’t mean that Messiah’s sufferings are mentioned in Nahum, or Jonah. Such sweeping statements are common in Scripture. Peter is simply saying that the Prophets spoke of God’s purposes of blessing on Israel in the Messiah-Christ. And that one element of the prophecies was that Messiah would suffer on behalf of Israel, Lk 24:26-27. Cp 4:25-26/Ps2:1-2; 8:32-33/Isa 53:7-8; Mt 27:46/Ps 22:1 and 1 Pet 1:11. They were guilty of fulfilling that prediction. But this suffering opened the way for sins to be forgiven and God was offering them the chance of forgiveness and blessing before opening the door to the Gentiles. Cp Paul in 13:45-47.. 

HE/But this is how God HAS FULFILLED- God had reversed the action of their ignorant wickedness, by using their wicked folly to fulfil what the Prophets had foretold of the Messiah. This was a very good reason for them to reverse their decision, repent, and claim Jesus as their Messiah, and enjoy the Gospel blessings His death and resurrection had made available to all sinners. Cp 17:2-3; Lk 1:1; 24:26-27, 44-46. 

3:19-26 What Israel will Gain 

if they Reverse their Rejection of their Messiah

 (They should repent. God had over-ruled their rejection to fulfil His purposes, and provide a basis for repentance, as in 1 Jn 1:9. They must have their past sins wiped out, 3:19, turn from wicked living, 3:26, call on the name of the Lord Jesus, and receive the Spirit, 2:21, 38. Cp Rom 10:9-11. Until Jesus was free to return in glory righting all wrong in the world He must remain in Heaven as King in exile, granting the spiritual blessings of His kingdom. Till then His servants must witness throughout an imperfect world where people are free to choose Christ as Saviour and Lord, 1:8. The return of Jesus will restore all things into a right relationship with God. Meanwhile God insists they repent - and assures them, through Peter, that if Israel reverses its decision, He will reverse His decision and bring blessing and restoration to Israel.) 

3:19 REPENT.. BE CONVERTED/turn to God- Epistrepho. The Salvation coin has two sides. The negative is Repent- change attitude, be sorry for sin ready to lead a new life, The positive side is Turn to God in faith, trusting Him to make us what He wants us to be, 1 Th 1:9. Epistrepho is used of human repentance and conversion in 9:35, 40; 11:21; 14:15; 15:19; 26:18, 20; Mt 13:15; Mk 4:12. Lk 17:4, and in LXX Isa 9:13; 19:22; 55:7; Ezek 18:32; Hos 3:5; 5:4; Amos 4:6, 9; Joel 2:13; Zech 1:3; Mal 3:7. So THAT YOUR SINS MAY BE BLOTTED/wiped OUT- Exaleipho Their sins forgiven and forgotten. A personal benefit to the believing individual. Rejection exiled Jesus to Heaven. National repentance of their corporate sin of murdering their Messiah would blot out that sin, and would open the way for Him to return. Cp Zech 12:10-13:1. 

WHEN THE/that TIMES OF REFRESHING- Anapsuxis- The word is used only here in the NT. In the LXX Anapsuxis occurs only in Ex 8:15 of the refreshing rest from plagues. But related words are used of being refreshed by a drink, Judges 15:19, the Sabbath rest of servants and animals, Ex 23:12, Saul’s spirit being soothed by David’s playing, 1 Sam 16:23, and the cessation of suffering, Ps 39:13; 66:12. When Christ returns to reign in righteousness over all the earth, Isa 9:6-7, this may fulfil the deliverance from corruption and frustration, and the manifestation of God’s sons promised in Rom 8:18-21. 

SHALL/may COME FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD- National repentance and National restoration must go together as foretold in Zech 12:5-13:2; 14:1-9. By the time Paul wrote Rom 11:25-27 it was clear that national Israel would remain blind to Christ and the Gospel until the full harvest of the Gentiles had been gathered in, and the Church had lapsed into proud unbelief.
3:20 that HE SHALL/may SEND JESUS/the CHRIST- According to 3:19 it’s the sins of those who repent that are blotted out, and the primary focus is on THE sin of rejecting and crucifying Jesus the Messiah. This was a corporate sin, and Peter is appealing for a corporate repentance – a reversal of Israel’s verdict that would allow God to reverse His rejection of Israel, righteously. (It isn’t righteous, or possible, to grant forgiveness and restoration to people who insist that they have done the right thing!) Jesus was the Messiah, in spite of their rejection, but He could not function as Messiah in relation to the promised blessings on Israel, until they repented and received Him as Messiah, Mt 23:39. 

WHICH BEFORE WAS PREACHED- Prokerusso- [RT] Preached before as in Acts 13:24, where it’s used of John Baptist’s preaching. This would mean that long before Jesus came the OT prophecies had proclaimed His coming as Messiah-Christ, and His return to reign. /who has been appointed- Prokecheirismenon [Nes] – Having been fore-appointed. This would mean that long before Jesus had come He had been appointed to be the Christ – in suffering, and in later returning to reign. Cp 22:13-16; 26:16 which says that before he knew anything about it Paul had been Procheirizomai- fore-appointed to see the Just One, and be His witness. Both [RT] KJV and [Nes] NIV are true – His suffering and reigning were foretold, and fore-appointed. The Apostle Peter could have made both statements in this sermon, and different Mss recorded the memory of one or the other. 

That Israel must wait for the blessedness of Messiah’s reign was their problem – their choice, not in any way a failure of God’s foretelling, or His fore-appointing. John had proclaimed His coming and kingdom, and it seems in some sense that if the nation of Israel had been willing to have Him as Messiah, John could have been the “Elijah” promised in Mal 4:2-6. Cp Mt 11:14; 17:10-13; Mk 9:11-13. Jesus will come again as Messiah in irresistible power and glory, and set up the Earthly kingdom, Mt 24:30; 26:64; Mk 13:26; 14:61-62. That will complete the fulfilment of the prophecies, by doing the things which as yet remain undone. 

3:21 WHOM THE HEAVEN/He MUST Dei- Must, because things are what they are. In this case the will and purposes of Almighty God. Cp 1:16, 21; Lk 24:7, 26, 44, etc. RECEIVE/remain in heaven- Jesus was visibly received at His ascension, 1:11, and the promise given that He would visibly return. Now we are told what He will do when He returns. UNTIL THE TIMES/time comes OF RESTITUTION OF/for God to restore ALL THINGS/everything- Apokatastasis- Restoration, restitution, renewal, fulfilment – including the fulfilment of God’s purposes as revealed in the OT. As it says ALL things it probably includes the restoration of creation as promised in Rom 8:19:22, but the direct reference is to the restoration of Israel, as in 1:6. Mt 17:11; Mk 9:12, quote Mal 4:5-6 that Elijah would come and restore (Apokatastasis in LXX) all things in preparation for Messiah’s reign. Cp Mt 19:28-30; 25:31-46, etc. In 1:6 the question is the restoration of the Kingdom to Israel. Here is a promise to restore ALL things. Put everything right, and that includes judgment punishment of the wicked 
 as in the verse omitted by our Lord when He quoted Isa 61:2, as He declared His then mission, Lk 4:16-21. 

3:22-23 MOSES.. A PROPHET THE LORD YOUR GOD will RAISE UP UNTO/for YOU.. LIKE ME- God raised up Moses as a prophet and used him to bring in a new era in which the nation of Israel became God’s people, and the sphere of His activity in the world, Ex 3:1-10; 4:21-23. 
 And when they settled in the land of Israel this fulfilled some of the promises made to Abraham. Moses was a faithful servant in this task, Heb 3:2. but now God had sent His Son to bring in a new era in which those who received Him, believed, and put their trust in Him, would be God’s children, and form the body of Christ – Church - the sphere of God’s activity in the world. They were the new spiritual Israel of God which replaced the Israel based on the Law given to Moses, Gal 6:16. In Christ the Old covenant based on obedience to the written Law had been replaced by the New covenant under which God lives in every Believer and moves them to live in fellowship with Him. This was fulfilling the promises made to Abraham, of world-wide blessing, 3:25; Gal 3:14; 4:21-31, etc.

you must listen to ALL THINGS/everything HE SHALL SAY UNTO/tells YOU- I.e. you must listen and obey. Believe all He tells you and Obey Him in all that He tells you. Cp Ex 19:5; 24:3. EVERY SOUL/anyone.. NOT HEAR/listen.. BE DESTROYED/ completely cut off The word may mean destroyed physically, Deu 1:27; 2:34, but also cut off spiritually for an offence, as in LXX Ex 12:14, 19; 30:33; 31:14. FROM AMONG THE/his PEOPLE- This will be visibly true when the Lord rules the world with a rod of iron, Ps 2:7-12. But in a spiritual sense it’s already true. Those who persist in rejecting Christ do so to their own destruction, 4:12; Jn 3:18; 5:39-40. Deu 18:19 says those who disobeyed the prophet would be called to account. Peter adds the warning from Lev 23:29 of the consequences of failing to obey the command to mourn on the day of atonement. That Jesus the Christ was the Prophet, and the atoning sacrifice, is a good reason for combining the two verses. Those who didn’t repent and mourn their crucifixion of Christ had cut themselves off from God. They had put themselves under His curse, not His blessing, by refusing to recognise Christ and obey Him.

3:24 ALL THE PROPHETS FROM SAMUEL- Peter had quoted Moses, and then he mentions the next great prophet Samuel, as a representative of all the prophets that followed. AFTER/on- Kathexes– In a row, therefore, one after the other. All the prophets spoke of Messiah coming and setting up a situation in which all the promises God had made to Abraham and Israel would be fulfilled. Samuel anointed David and spoke of his kingdom being established firmly, 1 Sa 16:13. Nathan promised David that Messiah would be his descendant, 2 Sam 7:12-16. Cp 13:22-23, 34; Heb 1:5.

FORETOLD THESE DAYS- The days when Messiah would come, bring great blessings, and have to be obeyed. And in a sense they also spoke of the days when Christ crucified had been raised and ascended to Glory, and needed to be obeyed right then as Peter was speaking.

3:25-26 you ARE THE CHILDREN/heirs- Huios- Sons. OF THE PROPHETS- The prophets had spoken to their ancestors, and these Jews were the heirs with the right to possess what the Prophets had promised God would give. THE COVENANT WHICH GOD MADE WITH OUR/your FATHERS- They alone among the nations of the world had the privilege of being God’s people, and having the OT revelation of His word, Rom 9:4-5. Peter is urging them to take up the responsibility that went with the privilege – to disobey God in Christ brought them under the curse of having broken their covenant with God. Cp Mt 21:33-44; Gal 3:10-14; Heb 2:1-4. The Jews were born under the old covenant, and have the right to move into the new covenant, provided in Christ, and by the Holy Spirit. But to do so they must acknowledge and obey Jesus, 2:38-39; 3:22-23.. 

SAYING/said to ABRAHAM IN/through THY SEED/your offspring.. ALL THE KINDREDS/peoples on EARTH will BE BLESSED- Peter groups together ideas from Gen 12:3; 18:18;22:18; 26:4. Cp 7:5-6; 16-17. Christ is the Seed through whom the world-wide blessing comes, Gal 3:6-27. Under the Gospel the Jews are offered the blessing promised to Abraham on the same terms as everyone else in the world. But as the promise was made to Abraham, preserved and prepared for by his physical descendants, and fulfilled through his Seed, Jews are the first to hear the Gospel offer of Salvation in Christ. UNTO YOU FIRST- This implies that when the Jews, as heirs of the prophets, have been given the chance to take up the blessings promised to Abraham, the offer will be extended to others. Throughout Acts it’s emphasised that the Jews are first to receive God’s message, and therefore first in responsibility as to their response. 

When GOD, HAVING RAISED UP- Anistemi HIS SON/servant JESUS he SENT HIM first to you- Anistemi is used in 3:22 of God raising up Jesus as a prophet like Moses, and in 2:32 of the resurrection of Jesus. In the first sense God had “raised up” and sent His Servant-Son Jesus to them Jn 1:14, and like the wicked farmers in Mt 21:37-41; Mk 12:6-9; Lk 20:9-16, they had murdered Him. They deserved to be totally destroyed. And yet God, having “raised up” Christ out of death, was in grace still offering blessing to His murderers. TO BLESS YOU IN/by TURNING AWAY EVERY ONE/each OF YOU FROM HIS INIQUITIES/your wicked ways- In a sense men, being sinners, must repent and turn to God, 3:19. But at a deeper level God has intervened in Christ, and continues to intervene by His Spirit, and the Spirit-empowered witness to Christ of His servants, 1:8. And this, if accepted, turns people from their wicked ways and brings them into the life and blessing God desires for them. Cp Isa 1:18; Eze 33:10-11.

The Gospel was proclaimed first to the Jews, and as in 3:25, individual Jews who were willing to turn to Christ were the first to be members of the Church, under the new covenant, Rom 1:16. But it also applies to the repentance and blessing of Israel as a nation spoken of in 3:19-20 As I understand it, the Risen Christ, through His Apostle-witnesses, was giving that generation of Israel its last chance of receiving Christ as their Messiah-King, and His Kingdom. 

4:1-22    Peter & John            Accused by the Sanhedrin 

 (The common people had been glad of the miracles Jesus had done, and willing to consider that He might be the Christ, 4:21; Mk 12:37; Jn 4:29; 6:14-15, etc. But the proud, legalistic Pharisee rulers joined with the greedy, rationalistic Sadducee rulers to condemn and crucify Him. Now the preaching of the Resurrection annoyed the Sadducees, so they arrested the preachers. Peter, facing the Sanhedrin with wisdom given by the Holy Spirit, asked what they objected to in a lame man being healed, and used the opportunity to witness to Christ. He stated bluntly that the healing witnessed to the fact that God had raised Christ, exalted Him to His right hand, and sent the Spirit to carry on His work. The Rulers couldn’t deny the miracle, but refused to consider repenting, and had no desire for Christ to return. Everything they said and did showed that godless self-interest ruled their lives. Cp Mt 21:33-46; Lk 20:9-20, where the Lord also quotes Ps 118:22. The Rulers said preaching Christ and miracles in His name must stop.) 

4:1-3 AS/While THEY SPAKE/were speaking to THE PEOPLE- In Acts sermons were seldom finished – preaching isn’t done for preaching’s sake. In 2:37 the crowd interrupted by asking what they should do - here, the opposition interrupted and arrested them. Stephen’s sermon was cut short, by his being stoned to death, 7:54. Cp 10:44; 17:32; 22:22; 26:24. Spirit-empowered witness, 1:8, produces results, although these may be negative. 
THE PRIESTS– Those on duty that week, Lk 1:23. THE CAPTAIN OF THE TEMPLE- The priest who superintended the worship and kept order in the Temple. He ranked second to the High Priest. Cp 5:24, 26; Lk 22:4, 52. From the time of Herod the Great all High Priests were Sadducees. 

SADDUCEES- See 5:17; 23:6-19; Mt 22:23; Lk 20:27, etc. They were wealthy Jews, especially the chief priestly families, who saw their religion as useful as it provided them with a comfortable living. They accepted as Scripture only the first 5 books of the Bible. They refused to believe in resurrection – they didn’t want to believe in future judgment. 
 They didn’t believe in a Messiah or future Messianic Age. They were rich and determined to enjoy life here and now, so co-operated with the Romans, Jn 11:48, and discouraged Jewish nationalism.

CAME UPON THEM/up to Peter and John. BEING GRIEVED/disturbed because THEY/the Apostles TAUGHT/were teaching PEOPLE- They were jealous at the success and popularity of the Apostles, especially as what they were doing and saying undermined their own beliefs. Note the anger of the synagogue ruler in Lk 13:11-14. Cp Jn 9:31-34; Acts 13:43-46. We must beware of our tendency to judge harshly apparent good work done by those with whom we disagree doctrinally.

PREACHED THROUGH/proclaiming in JESUS THE RESURRECTION OF- Ek- Out of. THE DEAD-  Literally out from the dead. Not everyone rising together at Judgment Day, but some rising and others remaining dead. This is a very brief summary of the Gospel. The Risen Christ was, in the gospel, offering Resurrection life to all. Miracles of Healing in His name demonstrated that Christ was risen and glorified, with power to bless and punish. 

LAID HANDS ON/seized Peter and John- The Romans had granted the Temple police the right to arrest those who had broken the Jewish law, especially within the Temple area, and the Sanhedrin had the power to punish them, 5:17-18; 21:27-29; 22:30-23:10; 24:1-9; Mk 14:43. PUT THEM IN HOLD/jail… FOR/because IT WAS NOW EVENTIDE/evening- The evening sacrifice ended at 4 PM and the gates would be shut soon after that.

4:4 But MANY who HEARD THE WORD/message BELIEVED.. THE NUMBER.. WAS/grew to ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND- As this was the number of the men- aner, the number of believers would have been much larger. The population of Jerusalem is thought to have been about 100,000, so the number of conversions is quite reasonable. The Apostles and all of us believers have been promised power in witnessing, 1:8. But how? He comes into our lives and gives us joy in our being set free from our sins to fellowship with God, as in Rom 8:1-16. And if our rejoicing in Christ, and the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23) is as obvious in our lives as it was in theirs, 2:44-47, the Spirit is ungrieved, Eph 4:30-32 and can direct our words so that our witness is effective. This “First Love” (Rev 2:4) experience of life in Christ was fresh and exciting, to thousands in Jerusalem. And large numbers of people had been impressed by the witness and miracles of Jesus. 

The Sadducee priests exploited the people financially, Mt 21:13, and their co-operating with the Romans made them unpopular. They had succeeded in whipping up the crowd to cry “Crucify Him.” But the behaviour of the Lord Jesus, and the darkness over the land, had raised serious doubts in people’s minds, Lk 23:47-48. The miracle of Pentecost, the healing of this lame man, and the convicting power of the Holy Spirit in the preacher, and in the hearts and minds of the hearers, produced this wonderful response, Jn 15:26-27; 16:7-11. The Lord was fulfilling His promise, 1:8; Jn 12:32, and continued to, 2:47; 5:14, etc. Those who accepted the witness gladly change sides to be on the same side as Jesus the Messiah. But not the Rulers, the Sadducee priests who were living in luxury as stewards of God’s Temple, and the Pharisees enjoying proud self-righteousness, and people’s praise for their leadership of the old order, Mt 23:1-39. 

4:5 ON THE MORROW/next day THEIR RULERS- The High Priest and the Captain of the Temple, 4:1. ELDERS- Heads of wealthy, influential families, like Joseph of Arimathea. SCRIBES/teachers of the Law- These had political power in Jerusalem because God and His Law was supposed to rule every aspect of Israel’s life. So the High Priestly families, and the Experts in the Law of Moses, held great power in the Sanhedrin. (At this stage the Sadducee priests were in the majority.) And as Jews everywhere looked to Jerusalem as the centre of their religion this placed great responsibility on those Rulers. They realised this, but pride and their prejudices blinded them to their need to repent – see Jn 8:24; 15:21-27, etc. Cp 5:21, 27, 34, 41; 6:12, 15; 22:30; 23;1, 6, 15, 20, 28. 

4:6-7 ANNAS THE HIGH PRIEST- Or Ananas, Hanun in the Hebrew. CAIAPHAS- As far as the Romans were concerned Annas was High Priest from AD 6-15, and his son-in-law Caiaphas from AD 18-36. As the Romans controlled the High Priest by keeping his official robes in their fortress, and allowing him to have them each year, only for the Day of Atonement, the one they said was High Priest functioned as such. According to Scripture a High Priest remained in office until death, so, as long as Annas lived, the Jews considered him to be the High Priest. In fact Annas and his family worked together to keep as much power and wealth in the hands of their families as possible, and five sons of Annas became High priests. The common people spoke more harshly of them than Scripture does as reported in the Biblical Archaeology Magazine 1988/2. 

GATHERED.. AT/in JERUSALEM- From their point of view Peter and John must obey them, as they were the highest authority in Israel, God’s representatives. From God’s point of view, Peter and John were being given the opportunity to make the Rulers who had crucified Christ, face the facts which had just been confirmed by a miracle that they couldn’t deny.

IN THE MIDST- The Sanhedrin sat in a semi-circle so that all could see the others, and see those brought before them. THEY ASKED/and began to question them BY WHAT POWER- Dunamis- Ability power, capability, enabling power. OR BY WHAT NAME- What supernatural power was involved? Who authorised you to take that action and use that power? HAVE/did YOU DONE/do THIS- As in Lk 20:2. They had accused Jesus of using Satan’s power to work miracles, so they would have liked to say the same now, Mt 10:24-31; Mt 12:23-31; Mk 3:22-30; Lk 11:14-23. Surely it would have been sense to accept that a miracle at the entrance of God’s house, that moved the healed man to praise and worship God in the Temple, must have been worked by God. But they refused to see the obvious. For such spiritual blindness see Mt 15:14; 23:15-38; Lk 6:39; Jn 3:19-21; 9:13-41; 2 Cor 4:4-6; 1 Jn 2:11. 

4:8-10 THEN PETER FILLED WITH THE HOLY Spirit– Luke uses these words of those who spoke for God, 2:4; 4:31; 6:3, 5; 7:55; 9:17; 11:24; 13:9; Lk 1:15, 41, 67; 4:1. This doesn’t suggest the Spirit had deserted Peter since the filling of 2:4. It’s only by the Spirit’s indwelling that anyone becomes a child of God, or lives as a Christian, Jn 3:2-7; Rom 8:1-16; Gal 4:6; 5:13-25. But in times of special need the Spirit is to be relied on to enable the speaker to honour the Lord by saying the right thing and saying it effectively, Mt 10:19-20; Mk 13:11; Lk 12:11-12; 21:15. Peter may have felt particular confidence, clarity and power as he spoke, or he may not. But looking back it was obvious that what he had said was unusually clear and effective, 4:13.

RULERS.. ELDERS OF ISRAEL/people- His respectful words show that the Christians still thought themselves as being part of the Jewish community, or at least bound by OT Law in regard to Rulers, 23:5. EXAMINED/called to account- Anakrino A word from formal court proceedings – questioned critically, cross-examined, as in 12:19; 24:8; 25:26; 28:18. THE GOOD DEED/act of kindness- Euergesia The Greek word was used of a generous action by a wealthy man by which the city or state benefitted. This implies that the authorities should be praising them as public benefactors, and thanking God – not treating them as criminals.
BY WHAT MEANS HE IS MADE WHOLE/how he was healed- Sozo- Saved, in either the secular or spiritual sense. The crippled man was now able to walk, and enter the Temple praising the Lord. He had been (as we all have been) spiritually crippled, unable to act as he should towards God and man. Hopefully he was now spiritually able to walk with God. The promise in Joel was that when the Lord intervened in blessing, everyone calling on the name of the Lord would be saved, 2:21. Jesus was the Lord on whom Peter had called on behalf of the cripple, and the fact that he was saved from lameness made it clear Jesus was the Lord! 

BE IT KNOWN/Then know.. YOU.. ALL THE PEOPLE OF/everyone else in ISRAEL- They were Israel’s rulers, but everyone in Israel was entitled to know the truth Peter was proclaiming. He was delighted to give them the facts. THAT/it is BY THE NAME OF- In this name, and in this person, are both possible interpretations. JESUS CHRIST.. you CRUCIFIED but GOD RAISED FROM THE DEAD- That Jesus had been rejected by the Jews, and crucified by the Romans, and that God had raised Him from the dead was a basic statement of the Gospel offer of salvation, 2:23-24, 36; 3:13-15; 10:39-43; 13:27-37. THIS MAN.. WHOLE/completely healed.

4:11 THIS/He IS THE STONE.. SET AT NOUGHT/rejected- Exoutheneo Used in Lk 18:9; 23:11, and LXX 1 Sam 10:19. YOU BUILDERS- The Jews called those who taught God’s Law “Builders,” and as builders they chose which parts of the OT to use, and which to neglect. The Pharisees were trying to build proud self-righteousness in this world, and a ruling place in God’s future Kingdom. The Sadducee priests were building a wealthy and politically important place for themselves here, and denying any future. Jesus came as their Messiah doing only what pleased the Father, and fulfilled the eternal purposes of Grace for all mankind. He could not be fitted into their plans so they scorned Him as useless, and got rid of Him. 

In the Gospels we see the Lord Jesus showing that all He was saying and doing fitted in with the OT prophecies. The Apostles and others continued to show that the startling new development of God’s purposes for mankind had been promised and foretold in the OT. The Lord Jesus had used Ps 118:22, in Mt 21:42, and had ended His parable of the Vineyard with these words, Lk 20:13-19. But this time instead of the LXX reject- Apodokimao  Peter uses the word for scorn – despise, and adds by you. That they had rejected Jesus scornfully, contrasted all the more sharply with His present glory and usefulness – Lord of all, Fulfiller of the promises to Israel, and the Judge they must one day face. For other OT stone references see Isa 8:14-15; 28:16-17; Dan 2:34-35, 44-45. 
HAS BECOME HEAD OF THE CORNER/capstone- Kephale Gonia- As in Mt 21:42; Mk 12:10; Lk 20:17; 1 Pet 2:7. The related word Akrogoniaios is in Eph 2:20; 1 Pet 2:6 and LXX Isa 28:16. All important buildings in Bible times were made of stone, and unlike our concrete or stone buildings they had no iron framework to reinforce them. In earthquakes etc stonework was held together only by the careful shaping of important stones. 

Gateways and doorways in stone walls and buildings needed arched roofs. If the arch collapsed the entrance was blocked by rubble so the Keystone in the centre of the arch was specially shaped to take the pressure from both sides so the arch didn’t collapse. As Ps 118:19-22 talks of the gate of access to the Lord, the primary meaning is that Christ is the Keystone Head of the arched gate of access to God and Salvation. Christ was specially designed for that work, and none could take His place, 4:12. They scorned and rejected Him - and as a result, their access to God, and His promises, collapsed into rubble. (As they do for all who scorn Christ.) They must either repent, and cast themselves on the mercy of God and ask for a place in what God was building in Christ Jesus, or abandon any hope of salvation and blessing from God. 

4:12 NEITHER IS THERE SALVATION– Cp 4:12; 7:25; 13:26, 47; 16:17. IN ANY OTHER/is found in no one else- Salvation sums up all God purposed and provided for mankind in Christ, and He offers it to everyone in the Gospel. It was the physical “salvation” of the crippled man that caught people’s attention. But the healed man’s first use of his legs was to go into God’s Temple shouting God’s praises. In 2:40 the obvious need was to be saved from the perverse generation of Christ-rejecters and their well-deserved fate, and to become one of God’s people, 2:47. 

Many sick people are healed by other means, including the healing powers given to the human body at Creation. But this lame man had been miraculously healed when no other means could have done it. This pointed to an important truth - Salvation in the fullest and eternal sense is found in Jesus, by calling on His name – and in no-one else. Cp 2:21; 16:31; Rom 10:9-11. 
THERE IS NO OTHER NAME- See 2:21; 10:43; Mt 1:21; Jn 14:6; 1 Tim 2:5. The Name of Jesus isn’t something people can say and get blessing. The words mean that the Person called on is a real person who is within call of everyone, and those who call on His name, in fact call Him to come to save them. 
UNDER HEAVEN GIVEN AMONG/to MEN  WHEREBY/by which WE MUST BE SAVED- That we desperately need salvation, and that Salvation is provided by Jesus Christ alone, is stated formally and fully. The physical healing of the cripple had caught their attention, but Peter is using that to remind his hearers that ultimately, the healing-salvation from sin and its judgment is only in Christ, as in 2:21, 40, 47. 

4:13-14 WHEN THEY SAW THE BOLDNESS/courage– Parrhesia- In classical Greek it meant freedom of speech which was a basic right of a citizen. Here it means to speak the whole truth candidly without fear or favour. Witnesses to Christ and His Gospel should do that as in, 2:29; 4:13, 29, 31; 9:27-28; 13:46; 14:3; 19:8; 26:26; 28:31. But the Lord doesn’t demand of His servants provocative rashness in witnessing, Mt 10:16-17.

PERCEIVED/realised THEY WERE UNLEARNED/unschooled- Not that they couldn’t read and write, but that they dared to speak of the things of God when they hadn’t been educated as Rabbis. IGNORANT/ordinary MEN– They might be intelligent and competent, but weren’t professionals. They hadn’t been trained by Rabbis, and didn’t quote famous rabbis to support their statements. Cp Mt 7:28-29. The Lord has forbidden division of Christians into clergy and laity, Mt 23:8-12; Jn 4:23-24.

THEY MARVELLED/were astonished- Dry, formal religion is always shocked when people who have benefitted from being with Jesus obey His command to witness to Him, 1:8; Mt 28:18-20. They were ordinary people, without professional training in Scripture or a position of authority. But they were gladly obeying the Lord, so they spoke with the confident joy and energy-power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, 

TOOK KNOWLEDGE OF/noted.. HAD BEEN WITH JESUS- They had pronounced healing in the name of Jesus. In a sense they were experts in that they had been disciples of Jesus, with Him as He constantly worked miracles. In their boldness of speech, their open sincerity, and confidence in God and His Word they were acting as Jesus had acted. 

The Rulers already knew they were disciples of Jesus, but it must have been a shock to see the change from their behaviour on the night of the arrest of Jesus. 
 Faced by the confidence and competence of Peter and John, they could see only one explanation – they were acting as Jesus had done, Mk 1:22, so must have learnt it from Him. In fact they were acting on the same basis as He had done, Jn 15:9-10, and Jesus was with them as they spoke, whether they happened to remember that or not, Mt 28:18-20.

THE MAN.. HEALED STANDING there WITH THEM there was nothing THEY COULD SAY- Any attempt to deny the healing would expose them to ridicule. God can give such wisdom that our enemies can’t refute our witness, Lk 21:15. But even when Christians aren’t able to win arguments, the presence of transformed lives is a witness that mere words are helpless against, Jn 9:25. God gives even new converts the grace to stand with those who have brought them to life and faith in Jesus Christ. 
4:15-18 COMMANDED/ordered THEM.. ASIDE/withdraw from THE COUNCIL/Sanhedrin- It was the Supreme court of the Jews, Mk 14:55; 15:1, etc. It had 70 members as it claimed to be based on Num 11:16, but it was set up by the Syrian kings. WHAT are WE going to DO.. NOTABLE/outstanding MIRACLE.. everybody living IN JERUSALEM knows- The witness of the Apostles was well known as it was said and done publicly. WE CANNOT DENY IT- They could not deny that a supernatural act had taken place, and public opinion would not stand their persecuting those involved. 
THAT IT SPREAD/to stop this from spreading- The Rulers refused to see that the miracle was a sign that they should repent. Their hatred and rejection of Jesus remained unshaken, and they extended that hatred to anyone who spoke well of Him, or acted on His behalf. Cp Jn 12:9-11. Every convert was a loss to them and their religion, a witness that more and more people rejected their leadership and their decision to crucify Jesus the Christ. Their privileged position was threatened, Jn 11:48-50, and they hastened to use their position to threaten the Disciples. (Their “God” was safely in the temple, or the Law, and it suited them to honour Him in their own way to their own profit.) 

THREATEN/warn- By their rejection of Christ the Sanhedrin had forfeited any right to be considered God’s agents. But the Romans had given them power over Jews in religious matters, so they could make threats and carry them out with the power of the Roman government supporting them. SPEAK.. IN THIS NAME- The form of the Greek indicates that they were already witnessing and acting for Christ, and must stop. The Rulers were going to continue their war with God and His Christ, and knew that if they could stop people speaking about Christ, His work would die out. When we stop witnessing we are out of fellowship with the Lord and His purposes, 1:8, 1 Pet 3:15-17, and as our joy in Christ fades we settle down to much the same life as the godless, and we no longer make them uncomfortable. COMMANDED NOT TO SPEAK.. IN THE NAME OF JESUS- This gave the legal basis for the prosecution in 5:17. 

4:19-22 PETER AND JOHN.. SAID/replied WHETHER IT BE RIGHT IN God’s SIGHT- Peter aimed at living with his eye on God, wishing to trust, obey, and please Him, knowing God’s eye was on Him. Cp 1 Cor 15:58; 2 Cor 5:8-11; 7:1; Heb 12:2. Paul lived like that, 23:1; 2 Cor 2:17; 4:2; 7:12; 12:19; Gal 1:20. And so should we, 10:33; Rom 14:2-4; 1 Tim 2:1-6; 5:4; Jas 1:27; 1 Pet 3:4.

TO obey YOU rather THAN.. GOD JUDGE for yourselves- The Sanhedrin considered themselves to be God’s agents, and that all Jews must obey the High priests, and the Rabbis – the experts in God’s Law. But God Himself, in the person of His Son Jesus Christ, had commanded them to witness to Him. They challenge the consciences of the Rulers with their need to decide whether they, and others, must obey God or not. 1 Sam 15:22-23; Jer 7:22-26, etc. WE CANNOT BUT SPEAK THE THINGS/speaking about what WE HAVE SEEN AND HEARD- Emphatic. Whatever you may think, or command, we have seen Christ crucified. He appeared to us in resurrection, and commanded us to witness to Him. We saw Him ascend. He has fulfilled His promise and sent the Holy Spirit to help us witness. We cannot stop speaking. 
FURTHER THREATENED.. could not..  PUNISH THEM BECAUSE.. ALL GLORIFIED/were praising GOD FOR THAT WHICH WAS DONE/for what had happened- They didn’t dare to punish them when the people were enthusiastically praising God for what they had done. It’s dangerous for Rulers to punish popular heroes. Cp Lk 19:48; 20:6, 19, 26; 21:38; 22:2. Everyone in Jerusalem knew that God had worked a wonderful miracle which was a sign that the Apostles were working for Him. The Rulers had rejected the witness of the Lord’s miracles, Jn 15:24-25, and were again without excuse for their rejection of God’s servants, and God’s will. 

FOR THE MAN WAS ABOVE/over FORTY 
 YEARS OLD- As the bones etc are still growing it might be possible for a child cripple to be trained into walking, but never a forty year old. And the crowd praising God had watched him crippled and begging for many years. THE MIRACLE/miraculously- Semeion- Sign. It was a sign that Jesus Christ, who had healed so many Himself, now seated at God’s right hand, was continuing to heal through His servants. It was also a sign-symbol that one day He would restore Israel to God, so that they would walk and run in His ways, and enter His courts with thanksgiving and praise, Isa 35:1-10. 

4:23-31 Peter & John          Return to their Own

 (Whatever the Sanhedrin chose to think, Peter and John had been acting in fellowship with the Lord in the power of the Spirit. And in fellowship with His new people, and as soon as possible they return to them. They reported to the Believers, and in conscious weakness they turned to God in prayer, and God reassured them of His power by physically shaking the building, and spiritually strengthening them with His Spirit, 4:23-31. Their faith and prayers were reinforced by remembering who God is and that His purposes as revealed in Scripture will succeed no matter what rulers are raging and threatening, Ps 2. The Lord’s anointed Servant must triumph, and as His servants their one concern was to be enabled to continue to do the work He had given them.) 

4:23-25 BEING LET GO/On their release.. WENT back TO THEIR OWN COMPANY/people- Idios The word was used of one’s family, one’s race or nation, but also of fellow-soldiers in an army – our side in the war. The Lord loved them as His own, Jn 13:1. As His people they had been showing love for each other. Peter and John could turn confidently to the whole group for support and encouragement, in the Lord whom they shared. Cp 24:23. REPORTED ALL.. 

THEY LIFTED UP/raised THEIR VOICES TO GOD WITH ONE ACCORD/together in prayer- Cp Hezekiah’s prayer in Isa 37:16-20. Sovereign LORD- Despotes- Absolute Master. One who has absolute authority over His servant-slaves- Doulos, 4:29, etc. It’s used occasionally in the LXX for Adonai. It’s used of God, or Christ in Lk 2:29; 2 Tim 2:21; 2 Pet 2:21; Rev 6:10. MADE HEAVEN.. EARTH.. SEA.. ALL/everything IN THEM- 14:15; 17:24; Gen 14:19; Ex 20:11; Neh 9:6; Ps 146:6; Isa 37:16; 42:5. They are gladly God’s servants, and as they wish to do His will, they are reassured by the knowledge that as Creator of everything He is absolute Master of everything, so nothing can prevent His will being done.

spoke by the Holy Spirit- [RT] and KJV omits reference to the Holy Spirit. BY/through.. SERVANT– Pais. In the LXX 1 Chr 17:4 David is called God’s Pais. DAVID- Cp 1:16; 2:25, 30-31; Lk 24:44. All Scripture has two authors – God the Holy Spirit, and the human author He moved to write the scripture down for us, 2 Pet 1:20-21. The experts say that the form of the Greek is clumsy, with too much packed into the sentence, but the meaning is clear. David is their revered ancestor, and God spoke through Him. (And prayer is a heart of love, and a surrendered mind and will turning to God, not a school exercise in grammar. Whoever we are, whatever our language skills, we are welcomed by an understanding Father, Ps 103:13-14. Cp 2 Cor 8:12. ) The Psalm makes it quite clear that in the end, God’s purposes, and God’s King, must triumph, and crush all opposition. Cp Rev 2:27; 12:5; 19:15. Therefore it is wise for those who find themselves at odds with Christ, to repent, make peace, and enter into blessing under His rule, and in His service. 

WHY DID THE HEATHEN/nations- Ethnos. The LXX uses it for the Hebrew word Goiim- Non Jewish nations. RAGE- Phruasso- To act like a horse neighing, rearing, bucking etc trying to unseat its rider. So it means the nations had an insolent, defiant attitude towards their Master. IMAGINE/plot in vain- Kenos- Empty. All human planning and effort is pointless and useless unless it is in fellowship with God and His purposes. What man plans and does in ignorance of God’s will, or in defiance of it, is wasted effort. 

4:26-28 THE KINGS OF THE EARTH STOOD UP/take their stand- Paristemi To stand up beside. They stood up united together in their opposition to the Lord’s anointed. AGAINST THE LORD- Kurios- Jehovah-Yaweh as in Mt 1:20, 22; 2:15; 3:3, etc. AGAINST HIS CHRIST/Anointed One- Christos- The promised Messiah- Mashiach, Ps 132:17; Dan 9:25, 26. Anointed- Mashach by God for that role, Isa 61:11. When David had been God’s anointed king the Philistines, Moabites, Syrians etc had raged against him but been unable to hinder God’s purposes. Now, beyond David, the Psalm reaches its full meaning when it applies to the Son of David, who was fully and truly God’s Anointed, His Messiah-Christ. 
FOR OF A TRUTH/Indeed AGAINST THY/your HOLY CHILD/servant- Pais- Child or servant. JESUS- Holy Child-servant as a title was still in use when the Didache 9:2; 10:2, and 1 Clement 59:2 were written. In 4:25 it is David who is God’s Pais, here it is Christ Himself. HEROD.. PONTIUS PILATE- They became friends by sharing in the rejection of Jesus, Lk 23:12. WITH THE GENTILES AND PEOPLE OF ISRAEL– Literally peoples. Using the plural may be a reminder that it wasn’t just Israel as a national unit, they were also involved as individuals in the rejection of their Messiah.

TO DO/They did what your HAND/power- As in 4:30; 11:20; 13:11. COUNSEL/will- Boule- A deliberate decision based on knowledge. Had DETERMINED/decided BEFORE/beforehand- Proorizo- As in 2:23; 3:18. The High priest and Sanhedrin, were determined to get rid of Jesus, the Lord’s Anointed,. They pressured Pilate, and Pilate involved Herod, so in a sense they all joined forces and played their parts. They had deliberately exercised their freewill in rebellion against their consciences, and what they knew of God’s will. Yet in fact God’s will was done, 2:23, and Satan their master was defeated. The worst thing sinful men could do was over-ruled by God to open the door of salvation to sinners. And in the OT the Lord had declared that would happen as part of His purposes of Grace and Salvation for mankind. 

4:29-30 NOW, LORD, BEHOLD/consider THEIR THREATENINGS/threats- In petitioning God they remind themselves who He is, what His purposes are, as revealed in scripture. They look at what has been happening in the light of His truth, and so can ask confidently that He will continue His work and complete His purposes. God’s people ask Him to look upon them and their situation because the Bible records that when He does that He acts appropriately on their behalf, Ex 3:6-10. 

GRANT UNTO/enable your SERVANTS– Doulos- Servants-slaves. Pais is never used of us believers as God’s children, or as God’s servants. SPEAK THE/your WORD- Logos This is often used of God’s Word-message, the Gospel, proclaimed by Christian preachers, 4:29, 31; 6:2, 7; 8:14, 25; 11:1; 12:24; 13:5, 7, 44, 46, 48, 49; 15:35, 36; 16:32; 17:13; 18:11; 19:10, 20. with ALL/great boldness–as in 4:13. They didn’t ask for personal safety or comfort, or demand that God act for them in any specific way. They simply placed themselves and their situation in His hands. The Lord had commanded them to preach in witness of Christ. They wish to continue to obey their Lord in this, but, faced with threats, they confess that they can do so only if the Lord continues to give them power to do His will. BY STRETCHING FORTH THY/Stretch out your HAND TO HEAL- A similar expression is used of God’s miraculous interventions on behalf of Israel, in Ex 3:20; 7:5, etc, and in Ps 138:7. miraculous SIGNS.. WONDERS- Semeion Teras. As in the healing of the lame man, 3:1-10, and in 2:19, 22, 43; 4:16, 22. BY/through THE NAME OF THY HOLY CHILD/servant– Pais. JESUS- Cp Mk 16:17-20; Heb 2:2-4. 

4:31 THE PLACE WAS SHAKEN- Saleuo- Shaken as by an earthquake or storm. As with the wind and fire in 2:2-3, God gave them physical evidence that their prayers were heard. Earthquakes manifest God’s power in contrast to our feelings of weakness and discouragement. Cp Elijah, 1 Ki 19:9-18. Cp 16:26-27; Ex 19:18; Isa 6:1-5. THEY WERE ALL FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit- They had their eyes fixed on the person and glory of God, and were yielding themselves freely to His purposes for them. So there was nothing in them to hinder the Holy Spirit from filling them – every corner of their life was open to Him. THEY SPAKE/spoke THE WORD of God WITH BOLDNESS/boldly– As they had requested, 4:29. Nothing is said of speaking in tongues, but certainly it says they continued to speak the Gospel. To be filled with the Holy Spirit and speak the word of God, is the role of the prophet, Deu 18:19; Isa 28:14. Amos 1:1; 3:1; 4:1; 7:16; Mic 1:1; Joel 1:1; Jonah 1:1; Zech 1:1. (In Acts the believers are said to have been filled with the Holy Spirit for speaking, 2:4; 4:8, 31; serving, 6:3; dying, 7:55; shepherding, 11:24; and for rebuking 13:9.)
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� Much criticism of the Bible comes from the prejudice of critics who treat their theories as facts, and refuse to accept the actual facts that don’t fit in with their theories. What Luke meant, and what the scattered evidence of secular history means, is unclear at times. But the disagreements are largely a matter of attitude towards the evidence. As Christians we’re required to understand and explain Acts as honestly and reasonably as possible, in the light of other Scriptures, and what is known of the world of which Acts speaks. As Christians we have advantages - As we know God we don’t have to demand that Bible statements be proved. And because we read Scripture in fellowship with the Author, it can make sense to us in ways to which the most gifted, but godless, scholar is blind. What we read is a living witness to our hearts and minds of the wisdom and love of God, food for our souls, and a challenge to our will and spirit. And we can cheerfully confess there’s much we don’t know, or can’t prove. 





�  On the question of Gentile Christians and the Law – Luke in Acts 15, and Paul in Gal 2:1-10 show a different emphasis. Paul aimed at maximum emotional impact on the Galatians in their urgent need. Luke provides a calm assurance that the situation had been faced fully and candidly, and that against the protests of the Pharisee Christians, the Gentiles were accepted as Brothers in Christ without being required to be circumcised or keep the law.





�  IN- En Spirit – reflecting IN water. We more usually think of the Holy Spirit being IN us, as promised, Jn 14:17. That is gloriously true, but it is also wonderfully true that we have been placed IN the Spirit. He, and His things are the sphere in which we are to live and walk, Rom 8:2-17; 1 Cor 2:14; 12:13; Gal 3:3; 5:16, 22-25; 6:8-10. 





� The ends of the earth means everywhere in the world, as in 13:47, and in the LXX of Deu 28:49; Ps 135:6-7; Isa 48:20; 49:6; 62:11; Jer 16:19. 





� He ascended from the Mt of Olives, 1:12 and will return to it, Zech 14:4. He ascended personally and will descend personally, Mal 3:1. He ascended visibly and will descend visibly, Mt 24:30. He was received by a cloud, 1:9, and He will come on clouds, Mt 24:30. 





� Peter’s I go a-fishing, seems an act of impatience, but the Lord didn’t rebuke him, although the results showed the folly of acting without being in fellowship with Him, Jn 21:1-14. The Righteous Judge, who knows everything, is slow to condemn. We insult Him when we pass judgment on one another, Mt 7:1-5; Rom 14:3-4. Paul was called directly by God to a different ministry – Apostle to the Gentiles. 





� If the Jews were already (as they did later) associating Pentecost Feast with the Lord descending on Mt Sinai in fire to give them the Law, God’s action would have been doubly impressive. Note strong wind and fire in Ex 19:16-19. Cp 1 Ki 19:12; Job 38:1; Ezek 1:4. 





� The OT details don’t fit into a clear pattern. Pentecost was also called Feast of Weeks - it was a “week of weeks” 7x7 days + 1 day, after the Passover, Ex 23:16; 34:22; Num 28:26; Lev 23:15-21; Deu 16:9-12. 





� As it was only the third hour the Feast day wasn’t completed. But what happened fulfilled what the Feast had pointed forward to. The Passover Feast had been fulfilled in the death of Christ, linked with His people living lives unleavened by sin, 1 Cor 5:6-8. The resurrection of Christ was the true Firstfruit sheaf of a new harvest, 1 Cor 15:20-23. From then on fresh grain could be roasted and eaten, Josh 5:11; Ruth 2:14. By Pentecost the grain of the new harvest was dry enough to be ground into good flour, and made into the Firstfruit loaves to be presented to God, Lev 23:15-17. The church formed at that Pentecost would be the true Pentecost offering of two loaves (Jew and Gentile) of ordinary bread with leaven (ordinary people living ordinary lives) that followed and was produced by, the Passover-death, and the Firstfruit Sheaf-resurrection of Christ. 





� Fire marked God's Presence, Ex 3:2. Cp Gen 15:17; Ex 13:21-22; 14:24; 19:18; 24:17; Deu 4:12, 24, 33, 36; 5:4; 10:4; 1 Ki 19:12. Fire was also a symbol of Judgment Mt 3:11-12; Lk 3:16-17 – as husks and grain were tossed into the air the wind blew the husks aside, and they were later burned up, Ps 1:4-6. Fire was involved in sending acceptable sacrifices up to God. Ex 29:18, etc. Not all of these were symbols of God’s Judgment consuming the sacrifice, instead of the offerer, so here fire may be a symbol of God’s purifying presence in each of them, Deu 4:23-24; Job 23:10; Heb 12:28-29. 





� The beginning of Lord’s ministry was marked by a visible and audible sign, Lk 3:22. The sign was not repeated, but throughout His ministry He was filled with the Holy Spirit. This Baptism of the Spirit came only once in their experience – Peter was an observer, not a sharer in the experience of Cornelius, 10:44-45. For them, and for us, the filling doesn’t continue automatically. We’re required to walk with the Lord as led by the Spirit, Jn 15:8-10; Rom 8:1-16, etc, in order to be filled by the Spirit. At times, as the need arises, Christians may realise that they’re being filled with the Spirit, 4:8, 31. Paul had a dramatic experience of filling, 13:9; but for him, and for most of us, most of the time, the filling of the Spirit may be experienced in the quiet assurance of the Lord’s sufficient grace in our weakness, 2 Cor 12:9-10.





� This was one of the miracles, the Lord granted to support their witness, Heb 2:3-4, whenever He saw fit to do so. This authenticated the message which we have recorded in the NT. No new miracles are needed to authorise our relying on it. That tongues aren’t needed as a sign of receiving the Spirit is seen in that nothing is said of tongues-speaking by the 3000 converts, 2:41, etc. But out of consideration for the Jews in their difficulty in accepting Samaritans and Gentiles, the sign was visibly repeated to confirm the extension of the church to those new groups. And with Gospel-ignorant disciples of John it showed that people can’t just move themselves into God’s church, Jn 3:3. 





� These were Jews by religion, but the languages represented the Gentiles also, to whom the Gospel is sent, 3:25; Gen 22:18; etc. When men united in independence of God He scattered them by confusing their language, Gen 11:1-9. But now God had, by His Spirit, begun to gather people out of that confusion into the unity of His Church.





� Wycliffe tried to translate the Bible into English so simple that a peasant lad could understand it. 200 years later the KJV translators did the same for their generation. Now 400 years later we have reason to complain that some modern versions treat the words of God too lightly. But unless we try to give people God’s Word in the everyday words they speak, we are pretending to be more concerned to honour Him with “holy,” reverent, high class language than God was on the day of Pentecost. And our pride is keeping our hearers from blessing.





� These “tongues” were foreign languages that conveyed God’s message to foreigners. It wasn’t an ecstatic experience which the speaker might wish to repeat for the thrill of it, or for reassurance that God was with him – that would be an act of unbelief. Apart from Mk 16:17, the only other reference to “tongues” is 1 Cor 12-14. The Corinthians were going back to a heathen self-centred attitude towards tongues, and what they called “tongues” was quite different from Pentecost – it was exciting, but wasted time and provoked ridicule. (For detailed notes see the booklet on 1 Cor 12:14.) As such babbling is abnormal, religious optimists assumed it to be spiritual, and still do so today. 





� That this was a fulfilment of only PART of Joel’s prophecy is made clear by the fact that Peter omitted the Judgment element of Joel's prophecy, as the Lord omitted the day of vengeance of our God, in Lk 4:16-19. In 3:19-20 Peter assures them that if they repent God will send Jesus back and the Day of the Lord will come. The part fulfilment at Pentecost confirms the fulfilment of the rest of Joel’s prophecy, and those in Isaiah, Zechariah, Mt 24:29, 30, etc at some time in the future when the Lord will execute judgment on the wicked, and restore the Kingdom, with its blessings, to Israel. 





� In the LXX the Greek phrase for “signs and wonders” is associated with Moses in  Ex 4:8, 9, 17, 28, 30; 7:3,9; etc; Num 14:11-12; Deu 4:34; etc and Ps 105:27; etc, which links with the fact that Christ Jesus is the prophet like Moses, 3:22. He is the “Moses” who ushers in the Church age. 





� 18 This is typical of the preaching in the early church - An introduction. 14-21. The Gospel of Jesus Christ – His death, resurrection & exaltation, 22-36. An appeal to repent and be baptised. 37-40. Cp sermons in chapters 3, 10, and 13. The speech rings true to Peter’s character, and to his understanding at that time. Many consequences of our Lord’s death had not yet been realised, and that God would save Gentiles without circumcision and Law-keeping wasn’t revealed to him until the events of, 10:9-48. 





� Because of what they know of their past choices a wise parent or teacher can often predict what choices a child will make. God, who stands outside time, and sees all things as an eternal present, can have no trouble fitting into His eternal purposes the real, willed choices of all people concerned. "Predestination," and "Freewill," are two sides of the same coin. Man chooses, always, as he wills to choose, but always as God knows he will choose, and that choosing has been built into God's purposes.





� That Messiah was the Son of David was important to the Jews, Mt 21:9,-15. Cp Mt 1:1, 20; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; Lk 1:32-33, 69. The promises made to David were relevant to Christ ruling the earthly Jewish Kingdom Isa 9:6-7, etc. The Abrahamic covenant is relevant to individual Believers who make up the Church. Gal 3:5-29, etc. 





� As generally with prophecies of the unfolding of the will of God, more than one step is involved. 1. It starts in the present - David is King. 2. It promises that kind of kingdom will continue under God's discipline, through his ordinary human descendants. 3. Beyond this will be David's “Son”- Son of God, King for ever, Isa 9:7. (Some Believers aren’t comfortable with the selective quoting of prophecies, and selection of a meaning less than clear in the original as being what God was saying about a present NT event. Prophecies were messages from God concerning situations current at the time, and urging people at that time to respond. But they also contained hints that raised people's expectations that God would in the future intervene on their behalf. Nothing was so concrete as to hinder their acting in freewill, then, or when God intervened. Being in Hebrew it was also vague enough to keep God's options open so that the fulfilment was adapted to their responses.)





� In Mk 14:61-62 Jesus answered the High priest’s question Are you the Christ? in terms of Ps 110:1 and Dan 7:13. The One who shares the throne of God, must Himself be God, and must have been God from eternity, or He wouldn’t be God. Cp Jn 1:1-4, 14. The uncertainties raised by prophecies are their most powerful weapons. They force readers to think, and open their minds to possibilities. Those who have no questions are unlikely to get any answers.





� The crowd centred their attention on Peter and the Apostles, and the miracle. Peter pointed them to the Scriptures and the promises which showed what God was doing. The life, words and miracles of the Lord Jesus showed He was God’s Agent, 2:22; Jn 16:24. And the resurrection and exaltation of the Lord Jesus had been marked by the descent of the Holy Spirit. So, they can be certain that Jesus is Lord and Christ. In giving his witness to Christ, Peter, as preachers should, stepped back and made the hearers face God about what God had done, and what they had done. He demanded that they deal with God directly, in the person of the Christ they had crucified, who God had raised. They must face Him sooner or later as He is the Ruler of all.





� For them everything was sharply defined - the Lord had been crucified only a few weeks earlier. Now they must stand with the crucified One against their old friends, in line with Jn 1:11-13. But today the same choice is there, and the options may be just as harsh and sharply defined in Moslem countries, etc. Repent and be baptised are in the Aorist tense, meaning that they are events that have an ongoing effect. If I was speaking in Greek I would have used that tense when saying “I was born in 1924.”


The elements in conversion are stated: Repent (turn from self and trust in Christ.) Confess Christ (by being baptised.) Have their sins forgiven. Receive the Holy Spirit. But to think that these happen step by step, one after the other in that order, is nonsense. The order in which these are listed, and the emphasis on each, varies throughout the NT. (Repentance was more obvious for Paul than for Lydia, 16:14.) But it’s clear that they are essential aspects of a crisis event – conversion, being saved - that establishes the basis of the Christian life, life in Christ, Christ living in us, life in the Spirit, etc, which follows. As humans our awareness of what we experience, is partial and patchy. But God is God, and Salvation is His work, and He does no patched work, Rom 8:29-39. The Lord’s work on the Cross, Resurrection, Ascension is an indivisible unity. And so is His work in applying that in us to our salvation.





� Epi suggests on the orders of, under His authority – as the police used to demand entrance to a house, “in the name of the Law.” Mt 28:19 has Baptised Eis – Into. This emphasises that water baptism proclaims their being brought into association-identification with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as well as with His people. And that they intend to live out visibly, that incredible reality which God had granted them invisibly by the Holy Spirit, Jn 1:12, 3:3-16. See other actions of obedience to and fellowship with Him/His name in 3:6, 16; 4:10, 12, 17-18, 30; 5:28, 40-41; 8:12; 9:16, 21, 27, 28; 15:26; 16:18; 19:17; 21:13; 22:16; 26:9. (Even today the word “name” may indicate that person’s role in relation to others - the same man may be rightly “named” Father, Son, President, Doctor, Neighbour... by different individuals. And his reputation - a Good or Bad “name” may be so well known that he "Has a name for" certain actions or attitudes - no one wants to be named as a Judas, or a Hitler! Nicknames or titles, can still be earned. In NT times there was a stronger identification between name, nature, role, and reputation. Caesar was CAESAR, whether his personal name was Augustus, or Claudius. ) That the Gospel and Christianity is not a matter of using the correct ritual – form of words - is made clear in 19:13. And by the fact there is no one form of words used in regard to Baptism. And in the many different ways the call to conversion is worded. We read that Salvation comes when people Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, call on the name of the Lord, repent and be baptised, receive Him, come to Him, etc.





� There was no thought of aiming at individual superiority of doctrine or holiness. Religious castes - hermits, monks, clergy etc - came later when spiritual sickness came to the church through infection from ideas of Eastern religions. With each other- Allelon - is used 88 times in the NT from Acts to Revelation. The Gospel preached, and the Holy Spirit given, unites Christians into a positive interaction with each other. Fellowship in that body grows as we encourage one another to enjoy more fully what God has given by applying it more wisely and fully to every aspect of life. True holiness is Christ lived out in the kitchen, the meal table, the street and the work place, shared as far as possible with all we meet.  





� Jews were known to be shrewd in business, and expert at making a profit out of every situation – what a shock it would be to see the rich cheerfully sharing with the poor as a natural thing. Cp Lk 19:2-9. Pharisees gave to the poor as a religious duty, and expected that would earn rewards in the next world, but made sure everyone knew how generous they were, Mt 6:2. This was different.


Soon, being followers of Christ would cut poor Christians off from the welfare funds of the Jewish Synagogues, Jn 9:22; 12:42. And, those who retained their goods might well have been robbed of them in the persecution which soon fell on the church, Heb 10:32-34. The concept of Christians sharing possessions in an informal, spontaneous way is found in Rom 15:25-31; 1 Cor 16:1-4; 2 Cor 8-9; Gal 2:10; Phil 4:15-20; Heb 13:16; Jas 2:14-17; 1 Jn 3:16-18. Even an outsider Lucian mentioned it with grudging approval. The command to keep the Feast of Pentecost, Lev 23:15-21 was immediately followed by the command to leave some of the harvest for the poor to gather for themselves. Their generosity as Christians demonstrated the truth of Rom 8:2-3.





� W, MacDonald reminds us that unlike the OT with its Temple, altars, priests & sacrifices the Lord designed His Church to function in the homes of believers. Believers and congregations are holy because the Lord Himself indwells them, Mt 18:20; Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 6:19. When after 300 years the Church gave up the Gospel and joined the State, large suns of money, and materials from heathen temples were used to build magnificent cathedrals, images, art work, etc. Today Christians are still tempted to spend time and money on buildings, and business style organisations. The early Christians evangelised through the informal witness of believers in homes and communities right where they were. Travelling evangelists like Paul, didn’t build fund-raising publicity empires. They lived simple lives and started new self-propagating churches that, under local elders, depended directly on the Lord and His Word, 14:23; 15:6, 23:20:17; 1 Cor 16:15; Phil 1:1; 1 Th 5:12-13; 1 Tim 5:17-19 with deacons chosen for their obvious spiritual fitness by the Assembly, 6:1-6; Phil 1:1. 





� The OT words of Isa 42:1-7 include the thought of Israel-Jacob as the suffering Pais. But the NT makes it clear that Jesus is the only “Israel” who is worthy to be fully the servant of the Lord, and the suffering servant scriptures are applied to Him, 8:35; Mt 8:17; 12:18-21; Lk 22:37; Jn 12:38; Rom 4:25; 10:16; Heb 9:28; 1 Pet 2:22-25. Cp Mk 9:12; 14:49.





� Acts 1:8 doesn’t promise we’ll be confident competent speakers. And the Holy Spirit moving Peter as he wrote his second epistle, without the help of a scribe like Silas, 1 Pet 5:12, produced the kind of grammar etc that would have earned a re-write, or C- from a teacher of classical Greek. The preacher’s stumblings matter little if his message is grasped! That the hearers got the point, and the numbers of believers rose to 5000 fully excuses Peter’s lack of polished speech! Cp Paul’s deliberate avoidance of the persuasive tricks of oratory, although verbal skill had its uses in teaching, 1 Cor 1:20-2:8. 





� Exaleipho isn’t used elsewhere in the NT of blotting out sins. It’s used of the blotting out of the condemning Law, Col 2:14, of a person’s name, Rev 3:5, and of tears being wiped away, Rev 7:17; 21:4. In the LXX it’s used generally of the blotting out of people, Gen 7:23; Ex 32:32-33; Deu 9:14; 25:6; 2 Ki 14:27; Ps 9:5; 69:28. But it’s used of blotting out the sins of individuals in Ps 51:1; 109:14; and of Israel’s sins in Isa 43:25. 


(Some people ask “If Israel had repented at this point would Jesus have returned and set up His Kingdom in Jerusalem?” I believe that both those who answer YES, and those who answer NO, are guilty of foolish presumption. As Wm MacDonald points out, God knew from eternity what the Jews’ response to Peter’s preaching would be, and when He would restore the kingdom to Israel, 1:6-7. We can never know what the outcome of any preaching will be. As witnesses to Christ we’re to proclaim the Gospel invitation “Come,” to whoever will come, and not worry if they’re among God’s elect or not, as that knowledge is hidden from us and from our hearers. The Jn 3:16 Gospel is a real option for people to take up - and they, not God or us, are responsible for what they choose. Peter proclaimed a real option for people to take up - and they, not Peter or God, were responsible for what they chose.)





� When Christ does this it will close the day of Grace – the time when sinners may repent and be accepted, 2 Pet 3:1-9. Until then we are to be active as His witnessing ambassadors, 1:8; 2 Cor 5:17-21 so that the Gospel is spread and His world-wide church built up. Before He returns in glory to reign our opportunity to witness will end when He comes from Heaven - in the heavens - and calls all of us Christians, into His presence. 1 Th 4:13-18.





� The Jews weren’t sure whether Moses was speaking of Messiah, or of a prophet associated with Him. Jn 1:20-25. Cp Jn 4:19; 6:14; 7:46. That Jesus was the prophet of Deu 18:15 is stated also in 7:37. The prophecy in Deu 18 warned Israel against Pagan ways of trying to find information. God promised that when they needed to know things He would send them a prophet to reveal His will to them. Many prophets were sent, but none of them was THE full and final prophet until Jesus came. Both Moses and Jesus were proved to be God’s prophet-servants by the miracles God worked through them, 2:22; 10:38; Deu 34:10. 





� As the Lord showed them, even in the Law resurrection was taught, Mt 22:23-32. See also Deu 32:39– the Lord wounds people and heals them, kills people and restores them to life. Modern liberals also deny the resurrection, and future judgment, but that’s like denying the Law of Gravity – fine until you step off the roof! The gift of life, and the wages of sin, remains assured, Rom 6:23. 


The Sadducees were the broad-minded liberals of the day, very tolerant of their own sins. But such people are quick to sneer at and persecute those who take God’s Word seriously, and preach the Gospel. And who demonstrate the reality of God the Son, Christ crucified, risen, and coming again in Glory. They were angry that the Apostles were teaching in ”their” Temple, just as they had been angry at the Lord cleaning it up and teaching there, Lk 19:45-48. 





� Another “Head of the Corner” was the large stone at the top corner of a building that was specially notched so that it fitted over the top of both walls and held them together. That is the meaning in Eph 2:19-21, where Christ holds Jew and Gentile together in the Church. Both these critically important stones were at the Head – at the top. Another possible all-important stone is that sometimes a large, corner foundation stone was carefully squared and placed. And as the walls were built they were lined up horizontally and vertically in relation to that stone. It was the “Head” in the sense that the relation of everything to it proved them to be right or wrong. Certainly only that which is correctly related to Christ and His purposes is acceptable in the Church that He is building.





� A few weeks earlier Peter had cringed before a servant girl, and with curses denied knowing Christ, Mk 14:66-71. Now he stood challenging the rulers. That change in Peter and the other Apostles, and the way the Gospel has changed the world since, are historic facts that convinced a modern conservative Jew, C. Lapide, that Christ must have risen. In his book “The Resurrection of Jesus,” SPCK, 1984, P122-128. He wrote “It is easier to accept the resurrection as a historical event.. than any alternative explanation. This cowardly frightened band of Apostles.. who betrayed and denied their Master.. were transformed overnight into a confident missionary society.” “Something must have happened which we can designate as an historical event because the results were historical.”





� 40 often has a symbolic meaning – that of a period of time adequate to test and demonstrate something such as the 40 days of Christ’s temptation, Mt 4:2, and of proving He had risen, Acts 1:3. See also Gen 7:4, 17; 8:6; Ex 24:28; 34:28; Num 13:25; 14:34; Deu 9:9, 11, 18, 25; 10:10; 1 Sam 17:16; 1 Ki 19:8; Ezek 4:6; Jonah 3:4. And 40 years in 7:23, 30, 36, 42; 13:18, 21; Gen 25:20; 26:34; Ex 16:35; Num 14:33-34; Deu 8:4; Josh 14:7; Judg 3:11; 5:31; 8:28; 13:1; 1 Sam 4:18; 2 Sam 2:16; 5:4; 15:7; 1 Ki 11:42; 2 Ki 12:1; Ezek 29:11-13. Those who ignore symbolism and treat OT numbers as being chronologically accurate have to explain why 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 42, 43, etc days or years are so rarely mentioned. 








