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An ATTEMPT at

                 Listening to the Lord

                                In

ACTS 

 (Christ Builds His Church 

· By Including Gentiles)

I believe the best way to hear what God has to say to us is to read and re-read Scripture for ourselves. Whatever further ideas we gain by reading what others have written can then be checked against this. I’ve not printed the full text of Acts so that you will need to read from your own Bible as you make use of this booklet. May God in His Grace give you joy in your studies as He has in mine.

E Read 

Explanation of Abbreviations: OT= Old Testament. NT= New Testament. BRETHREN/brothers is KJV/Niv. [RT]= Received Text. [Nes]= Nestle Text. [MT] Masoretic Text, Hebrew Old Testament. LXX= Greek Septuagint Old Testament. Cp= Compare with the Scriptures that follow. Mss= Manuscripts. (See Booklet 1 for list of books I found helpful in preparing this.)
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INTRODUCTION

From the beginning of the NT we’re told that our Lord came to save His people from their sins, Mt 1:21. Lk 1:67-79 records the Jewish expectation that He would deliver them from their physical enemies and oppressors. But they refused their Messiah, the Lord Jesus, and crucified Him. God raised Him, and He is Saviour, 2:36-39, and He alone, 4:12. Our Lord, exalted to Glory, poured out the Holy Spirit on about 120 of His disciples and formed them into His Church on the day of Pentecost, 2:1-5. They were all Jews, living under the OT covenant of Law, as were the half-Jewish Samaritans who were added to them. They knew that through Jesus Christ salvation and blessing would come to the Gentiles – the non-Jewish nations, 1:8; 2:21; 3:25. But they expected that they would need to become Jews – Jewish proselytes like Nicolas, 6:5 – in order to be blessed. Stephen’s witness challenged the permanence of the Temple and the Law, and he was killed for doing so. 

A Second Beginning for the Church

We now have the record of God granting what might be called a Gentile Pentecost at Caesarea. Peter and the Jewish Believers recognised this as being the same experience as that on the Day of Pentecost, but this time it was uncircumcised Gentiles who God marked out as being His people. This made it clear that God received Gentiles and Jews on the same terms, Rom 1:16. As God accepted believing Gentiles without their being circumcised, or keeping the OT Law, Jewish Believers must do the same, and receive Gentile Believers as brothers and sisters in church fellowship. 

This, as 1:8 was obeyed, laid the foundation for the church to grow into congregations in all lands in all ages loyal to Christ within the local culture. This was what Christ called “My Church” which He promised to build, Mt 16:18. It wasn’t a development of God’s O.T. Covenant based on human obedience to Law. It was a “New Covenant” based on the work of the Holy Spirit applying the facts of the Gospel, in the lives of all who put their trust in Christ, 2:37-39; 10:42-47. To understand this we must look at the contrast that follows.

JEWS - God’s OLD Testament/Covenant People.

Jews were circumcised as a confession of commitment to keep God’s Law, Gen 17:10-11; Acts 15:1, 5, 24; Gal 5:2-3. OT holiness/righteousness required Law-keeping. Gentiles weren’t circumcised, and in their food preparation often broke those laws. So Jews could not eat with Gentiles, and, to legalistic Jewish thinking, to eat with them was having fellowship with them in their idolatry. The Law had demanded holy living that involved Jews being walled off from Gentiles. Self-righteous Jews taught that all those within the wall were holy, all those outside the wall of Law were unclean. But the Cross of Christ demonstrated that to be nonsense - if it were true, the Jewish Rulers who crucified Christ were “holy” and Cornelius “unclean!”

CHRISTIANS – God’s NEW Testament/Covenant People.

God had in Christ crucified, risen and ascended, provided true holiness, Heb 2:10-11; 10:9-17. Cp 26:15-19; Rom 15:15; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:9-11. This N.T. holiness is granted to all who believe the Gospel and receive Christ, Jn 1:12. They are BORN of the Holy Spirit, Jn 3:2-16, and enabled to LIVE a holy life empowered by the sanctifying presence of the Holy Spirit. They fellowship with God in living as His sons, in response to the Spirit, Rom 8:1-16. Gal 3:21-29; 5:13-16. That God granted the Spirit to Gentiles demonstrated that the rules of the food Laws were no longer essential – in fact the OLD covenant of Law-keeping had been replaced by the NEW covenant of the indwelling Holy Spirit, 2 Cor 3:3-18; Heb 8:5-13; 10:1-18. 

As God’s children we must keep ourselves from uncleanness, 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Eph 4:19-5:13; Jas 1:27; 1 Pet 4:3; 1 Jn 3:1-3. But circumcision, and the keeping of any aspect of the Law, including the food laws, is no use in this, as Paul taught later in Rom 2:25-3:30; 1 Cor 7:17-19; Gal 5:8; 6:15. 

9:32-43  Peter in Lydda & Joppa – Miracles

(We take up again the record of Peter’s work after he had returned to Jerusalem from Samaria, 8:25. He had seen God bless the spread of the Gospel from Jerusalem into Samaria, and now faced the next step – outreach to the Gentiles. No doubt the Believers were strengthened and encouraged by Peter’s preaching but our attention is directed to two miracles that turned many to the Lord. This prepares the way for the great miracle, the conversion of Cornelius and other Gentiles. Reaching out with the Gospel to win Gentiles to Christ, and receiving them into church fellowship, was a shock to Jewish Christians. That God had used Peter to raise the dead, 9:40-42, would make it easier for people to accept that God was with Him in his actions at Caesarea. The miracles also remind us that without Christ’s help we’re dead towards God, and He gives us life from the dead. And even when made alive in Christ Jesus we’re helpless, unfruitful, but as we abide in Him, Jn 15:4-17, He gives strength to His people.)

9:32-35 AS PETER PASSED THROUGH ALL/travelled about the country- The Greek says “passing through all” probably meaning all Judea. Peter was responding to the Lord’s commands, 1:8; Mt 28:18-20. HE CAME/went TO visit THE SAINTS AT/in LYDDA- A village northwest of Jerusalem, ten miles/16Km from Joppa. They may have been converted during Phillip’s visit. 8:40. HE FOUND A MAN NAMED AENAS, who HAD been bedridden for EIGHT YEARS/a paralytic- As Peter was visiting the saints, and there is no mention of his conversion, he was probably already a Believer in Christ.

PETER SAID.. AENAS, JESUS CHRIST heals you- As in 3:6, Peter makes clear that it’s Jesus, who does the healing. Peter is simply an authorised mouthpiece saying what his Lord wants said and doing what He wants done. ARISE/Get up AND MAKE THY BED/take care of your mat- Literally “Spread for yourself.” It could mean spread a meal, but roll up your mat makes sense. Start to take responsibility for your life now you are able to do so. Cp Mk 2:11. God’s work, the healing, is incomplete without the human response of faith, which moves the person into experiencing the blessing granted. The action also witnesses to others that the grace of God is effective. Cp Rom 10:10 where faith puts people right with God, and confession brings the experience of salvation. 

HE AROSE IMMEDIATELY/Aeneas got up.. ALL- Once again ALL isn’t to be taken literally. Caesarea was one of the cities on that plain. The ALL didn’t include Cornelius and his friends. It means there was a general turning to the Lord. those who lived in LYDDA AND SARON/Sharon- The coastal plain of Israel, about 30 miles/50Km long. SAW.. TURNED TO THE LORD- The miracles in Acts accomplished the purpose for which God granted them – saving faith in the Gospel that brings people to Salvation, Heb 2:2-4. 

9:36-41 NOW THERE WAS AT JOPPA- The large port about 38 miles/60Km from Jerusalem. It’s now called Jaffa, and is a suburb of Tel Aviv. Most of the people there were Gentiles. A DISCIPLE NAMED TABITHA.. DORCAS- The use of both the Aramaic and Greek forms of the name was normal in a largely Gentile city. FULL OF GOOD WORKS/always doing good– A parallel to “full of the Holy Spirit”, 6:3, 5; 7:55; 11:24. God wants all Christians to live full lives. Cp 6:3; 13:10. AND ALMSDEEDS/helping the poor- It was the main characteristic of her life.

SHE became SICK AND DIED.. IN AN UPPER CHAMBER/room- This was the proper place for the body to be put - as food preparation, and family life would be going on in the lower room. LYDDA WAS near JOPPA, so.. HEARD PETER WAS in Lydda.. SENT.. DESIRING/urged him THAT HE WOULD please COME at once- They didn’t wish to dictate to an Apostle, and he might have more important things to do, but unless he came soon the body would be buried. In the holy city of Jerusalem the custom was for the body to be buried on the day of death. Outside Jerusalem Jews buried within three days.

PETER.. WENT.. was taken upstairs- Peter’s prompt response shows him to be compassionate, as one would expect of a follower of the Lord Jesus, Mt 9:36; 14:14, etc. THE WIDOWS STOOD BY/around.. WEEPING/crying.. SHOWING THE COATS/robes AND GARMENTS/clothing- Inner and outer garments. “Showing” is in the middle voice so could mean showing on themselves. Poor widows wouldn’t have many spare clothes. It makes good sense that they were standing around saying “Look, she made THIS for me.” DORCAS had MADE- None of us are essential; but some of us will be missed as Dorcas was, because no one wants to take up our work.

PETER PUT THEM FORTH/sent all out of the room- Cp 1 Ki 17:19-23; 2 Ki 4:33; Mk 5:40. This reminds us that our dealings with individuals may need to be private at times. KNEELED/got DOWN, on his knees AND PRAYED- Men like Elijah, Elisha or Peter didn’t work miracles just because they thought it was a good idea. There was no showing off to an admiring crowd. They prayed, to make sure what God wanted them to do, and fellowshipped with Him as they followed His orders. Peter then gave a simple quiet command expressing the Lord's will in the matter. God’s sun rises quietly. We as God’s servants are simply to let our light shine, Phil 2:12-16.

TURNING TO/towards THE BODY/dead woman, he SAID TABITHA, ARISE/get up AND SHE OPENED HER EYES AND seeing PETER, SAT UP- She who was dead came to life in response to the voice of her Lord spoken through Peter – as all the dead will in a different sense, at the permanent resurrection from death, Jn 5:25. HE GAVE HER HIS/took her by the HAND AND LIFTED/helped HER UP/to her feet- Raising her physically – she had already been raised from death into life. Now she was alive he could take her hand without that making him unclean, Num 19:11.

HE CALLED THE SAINTS/Believers AND the WIDOWS, PRESENTED HER to them ALIVE– Not necessarily meaning that the widows weren’t saints, but making it clear that her good works weren’t limited to saints. She was raised back to her life of good works and service, and that would be a comfort to those who had looked to her for help. In due course she would die, but as with all God’s people, one day the Lord will give the command, and she will rise permanently, never to die again. 

9:42-43 This became KNOWN THROUGHOUT ALL over JOPPA, AND MANY people BELIEVED IN THE LORD- Cp Jn 12:11. To see God is at work is a great encouragement for unbelievers to turn to God in faith in Jesus Christ. And also encourages the Believers to live for Christ and witness confidently to Him. 

HE/Peter TARRIED MANY DAYS/stayed IN JOPPA for some time WITH A TANNER named Simon- The great Apostle Peter didn’t insist on having luxury accommodation. It would be a low class area of the town as there would be a foul smell from the tanner’s yard. As constant contact with the bodies of dead animals made a tanner unclean it was an occupation despised by Jews. That Simon was a tanner and a saint would seem a contradiction to Pharisees. That Peter stayed there shows that he was not bound by the Pharisee rules on the subject. A tanner’s house was a suitable base for Peter to face his next challenge – contact with “unclean” Gentiles.

10:1-11-18 The Gospel Reaches the Gentiles – Peter & Cornelius 

(God had promised to Abraham universal blessing through his seed, Gen 12:3; 22:18. That this would be accomplished through Christ was stated in Isa 40:1-8; Lk 2:32; 3:6; 24:47, etc and taken up again in 1:8; 2:39; 3:25-26. As the Apostles and the Church continued the Lord’s plan of witness, 1:8 they faced a very important issue - the admission of Gentiles to the Christian faith and church. At Pentecost the Lord had formed His Church from His Jewish disciples, and since then He had added to it only converted Jews, half-Jews/Samaritans and Gentiles who had already become Jews – Proselytes such as Nicolas, 6:5. Did God intend Gentiles to become Jews before He would save them and give them His Spirit? He gave His answer in 10:44-46 by giving the 1st group of Gentiles a visible admission into His church, as He had given the 1st group of Jews in 2:1-4. God had done this without them being circumcised and keeping the OT Law. This was a definite and decisive step forward.

As this was an essential foundation for the future life of the church all the events are set out carefully. It’s made clear that this was something that God purposed, planned out the details, and confirmed at every step the rightness of what was being done. Peter and the Jewish Believers who went with him were shocked, that God had received these Gentiles – uncircumcised and not keeping the Law. But it made clear that God had made these Gentiles clean and holy, on the same terms as He had made the Jews clean and holy. So they knew they must follow God’s example, and receive them into Christian fellowship by sharing at the Lord’s table, and at ordinary meals. That Peter and others had to struggle to come to terms with this breaking out from the bonds of having to keep the details of the Law,  helps us to realise how significant a step this was for the spread of the Gospel, and the building of the church. 

10:1-8 Cornelius’ Vision

(That Cornelius feared God, prayed, and obeyed His commands to care for the poor showed he had faith in God in the sense set out in Heb 11:6. God was pleased with his good works, but he still needed to be saved, 11:13-14. It is to those who are living by the light they already have that God sends further light to lead them to salvation and life in Christ. God loves good works in Christians, also, Titus 2:13-14. But throughout the NT He makes it clear that Salvation is by the work of Christ, proclaimed in the Gospel, applied by the Holy Spirit, and claimed by faith. )

10:1-2 THERE WAS A MAN IN/At CAESAREA- A city built by Herod the Great and named in honour of Caesar Augustus. It was the headquarters of the Roman Governor of Judea, and of the Roman army. CALLED/named CORNELIUS- A common name among Romans as about 100 years earlier a Roman, Cornelius Sulla, had set free 10,000 slaves, and they had taken his name, Cornelius, as their name.

A CENTURION- An officer in charge of about 100 soldiers. In a modern army he would be a captain. Centurions were the key men of the Roman army so were carefully selected as having proved to be reliable, competent soldiers. Cp 22:26; 24:23; 27:43-44; Lk 7:2-5. THE ITALIAN BAND/Regiment- What the Romans called a cohort, having about 600 soldiers in it. This one had been recruited in Italy. The Roman army made their core soldiers serve at a distance from their homeland so that their loyalty to Rome wasn’t weakened by clashing with national or family loyalties. There is archeological evidence that a regiment with this name was stationed in Syria about 69 AD, but they could have been in Caesarea earlier. 

DEVOUT- Eusebes- Devout, religious, pious, godly. AND FEARED GOD– As in 10:22, 35; 13:26, 43; 16:14; 17:4, 17; 18:7. A God-fearer was a Gentile who attended a Synagogue with the Jews to learn about God, and living to please Him. A proselyte was a Gentile who took the further step of circumcision. That made him a Jew, and he had to keep food-laws, etc. Cornelius faithfully worshipped God. 
WITH ALL HIS HOUSE/family- Members of his household - family, freedmen and slaves - shared his faith, and life-style. 

GAVE MUCH ALMS/generously TO THE PEOPLE/those in need– In Scripture the expression “the people” usually means the Jewish people. In the synagogue services God-fearers would hear God’s command to care for widows, orphans and poor among His people. And they would contribute to the synagogue welfare fund.
 PRAYED TO GOD ALWAYS/regularly- He would have had many duties, but was in the habit of setting aside time for praying to God. 

10:3-4 One day at ABOUT- As there were no clocks all times were approximate, especially on a cloudy day. THE NINTH HOUR/three in the afternoon– See 3:1. That this was the regular hour of prayer for God’s people emphasises his piety. HE SAW IN/had A VISION- As in 9:10. Something like a dream, but experienced without the person falling asleep. 

EVIDENTLY/He distinctly- Phaneros– A clear, open manifestation. There was no possibility of a mistake. saw AN ANGEL OF GOD COMING IN/who came.. SAYING/said, CORNELIUS- Cornelius saw the angel and heard the message clearly. Cp Angels in 1:10-11; 8:26; 12:7-11, 23; 27:23. 

HE/Cornelius LOOKED/stared- Atenizo- To look carefully, as in 1:10. HE WAS AFRAID/in fear- As a God-fearing man he would pay awe-struck attention to the messenger and the message. Cp Phil 2:12-13. WHAT IS IT LORD- Kurios- Sir, or Lord. Cornelius spoke respectfully as to a senior officer, recognising that the angel was a messenger from God. 

HE/The angel answered, Your PRAYERS AND ALMS/gifts to the poor ARE COME UP- Ascended as the smoke of an offering or of incense. FOR/as a MEMORIAL/remembrance- Mnemosunon- Used in the LXX for a memorial offering, a grain offering made to God, Lev 2:2, 9, 16; 5:12 so that He would “remember” the person making the sacrifice, Lev 6:15. In LXX Ps 112:6 it’s the righteous person who will be an everlasting memorial. Prayer and giving to the poor are spiritual sacrifices, Phil 4:18; Rom 12:1; Heb 13:15-16; 1 Pet 2:5. (For God remembering people’s actions and needs see Gen 8:1; 9:16; Ps 112:6; 141:2; Mal 3:16.) 

BEFORE GOD- God had accepted the prayers and good works Cornelius had done with a desire to please Him. And in answer to his prayers was giving him the information he needed so that he could put his trust in God, and experience the Righteousness and Salvation God had provided. Cornelius is an example of a man who was living up to the light he had. In a sense God accepts all who fear Him and live that way, 10:2, 35, but he still needed to hear the Gospel message by which he would be saved, 11:14. 

10:5-8 SEND MEN TO JOPPA AND CALL FOR/bring back a man named SIMON.. PETER- Cornelius must obey these orders if he is to get the benefit of God’s favourable attitude. Although he was a God-fearing man, and generous in good works, he needed to hear the Gospel, and come to know Christ as his Saviour and Lord. For a centurion to ask for help from a man who was the guest of a Tanner, might have been as humbling to him as it would have been to a Pharisee. Cp Naaman 2 Ki 5:10-14. 

HE is staying WITH  SIMON A/the TANNER WHOSE HOUSE IS BY THE SEA SIDE- Tanning used a lot of water, and the sea breeze would scatter the foul smells produced by the tanning process. HE SHALL TELL.. WHAT TO DO [RT]– This was the obvious reason for getting Peter to come, and is in 11:14 in the [Nes]. [RT has it in both places to make it more clear. Cp 9:6. WHEN THE ANGEL..  WAS DEPARTED/had gone HE CALLED TWO.. SERVANTS.. DEVOUT- One who shared his attitude towards God, 10:2. SOLDIER- He would provide protection for the others. HE DECLARED ALL/told THEM everything.. and SENT THEM TO JOPPA. 

10:9-23 Peter’s Vision & the Messengers from Cornelius

(As noted in the Introduction, God had given Moses rules for Israel about washing themselves, their food containers, etc and the food they were to eat. Those who failed to keep these laws were “unclean” and couldn’t take part in worship. As Gentiles didn’t follow these rules when preparing food any Jew who ate with them made himself ceremonially unclean.

Israel under the law was like a child, Gal 4:1-3, and God treated them as children by putting a wall of food laws between them and the Gentiles. This was necessary, but the Jews distorted this into imagining that Jews were God’s people, whatever they did. And that Gentiles were rejected by God whatever good they did. Cp Rom 2:25-27. To the Pharisees the fussy keeping of the food laws, Sabbath law etc was what mattered most. This left them free to live selfishly, and to murder the Son of God for breaking their rules, Mt 23:23-39; Mk 3:1-6, Lk 11:39, etc.

The time had come for God’s people in Israel to leave childhood behind, and move into the life of sons in fellowship with God, Gal 3:16-4:7. That a man like Cornelius, 10:1-2 should be called unclean, and the Law-keeping Jewish Rulers who crucified Christ be called clean in God’s sight, is nonsense. But ingrained religious pride meant Jewish Christians found it hard to break free of the Law, 15:5 ; 21:21-25; Gal 2:11-21, so God made it clear to Peter by a vision. Cp 15:7-11.

Spiritual and moral uncleanness had always been God’s real concern, and in Mk 7:18-23 He declared all foods clean. Fifteen hundred years after Moses the physical actions such as keeping the food laws were shown to be only  “shadows” representing Spiritual truths. They weren’t needed now the reality has come, Heb 8:5; 10:1-14. God’s people needed to learn that He had ended the OLD covenant/testament requiring Law-keeping that condemned sinners to death. In its place God had established the NEW covenant/testament of Grace and the Spirit, based on Christ’s death, Mt 26:28. This was proclaimed in the Gospel that offered forgiveness and cleansing from all sin, and eternal life by the indwelling Spirit, freely to all who believed, Jn 1:12; 3:2-16; Rom 3:21-8:39; 2 Cor 3:2-5:21; Gal 3:1-29; Heb 8:1-10:26, etc. God does this for Jews and Gentiles when they receive Christ crucified. And he keeps them clean as they live in fellowship with Him, by faith, Gal 2:20. Those He makes clean, must be accepted as being clean.

10:9-13 About noon ON THE MORROW/following day.. as they were approaching THE CITY– Cornelius had obeyed the Angel at once as the messengers had travelled about 30miles/48Km. PETER WENT UPON THE HOUSETOP/roof TO PRAY- It was a good place to get away from the noise and bustle of the household, and if it had a sunshade it was cooler than the house. ABOUT THE SIXTH HOUR- The special times for prayer under the OT Law were at the times when the morning and evening sacrifices were offered. Cp 3:1. Some Jews prayed three times a day, Ps 55:17; Dan 6:10. Under the Gospel the Father in Heaven welcomes His children coming to Him for help at any time. And God’s servants should be constantly looking to their Lord in prayer for His guidance and presence in all that they do 

HE BECAME VERY HUNGRY, AND WOULD HAVE EATEN- In God’s will Peter felt very hungry, and that provided the background for God’s revelation given in the vision. BUT WHILE THEY MADE READY, HE FELL INTO A TRANCE- Ekstasis- To stand outside oneself, in amazement, 3:10; Mk 5:42; 16:8; Lk 5:26, or in a trance as here, 11:5; 22:17. In the LXX it’s used of Adam, Gen 2:21, and Abraham Gen 15:12. This was a state of mind God produced that shut Peter off from the distractions of the city surroundings, and freed him to concentrate on what God had to show and teach him. 

SAW HEAVEN OPENED– As for Stephen and Paul, to see Christ in Glory, 7:56; 9:3. Now it was to assure Peter of the next step required of him in his witness as an Apostle of the Lord Jesus. CERTAIN VESSEL/something like.. A GREAT/large SHEET KNIT AT THE/by its CORNERS- Perhaps looking like the sails of the ships coming to and from the nearby harbour, or like the awning stretched over his head to provide shade from the sun. AND/being LET DOWN TO THE EARTH. WHEREIN WERE/It contained ALL kinds OF FOURFOOTED BEASTS.. WILD animals, CREEPING THINGS/reptiles.. FOWLS/birds OF THE AIR- All sorts of animals, whether clean or unclean according to the rules of Lev 11:1-31. 

Then CAME A VOICE TO/told HIM- It seems that God Himself was speaking to Peter, but following the usual Jewish custom, God isn’t named. As Heaven was the sphere in which God rules, that the voice came from heaven made it clear to Peter that this message was coming from God. RISE/Get up, PETER, KILL- Thuo- To kill as a sacrifice, as in Mk 14:12; Lk 22:7, etc and often in the Epistle to Hebrews. AND EAT- He desired food – let him kill any of these and eat them. Sacrifices that were PEACE/Fellowship offerings were eaten by the offerer and his family, Lev 19:5-8. By using the word for killing as a sacrifice God was making it clear that it was right and acceptable for Peter to kill and eat any of the creatures God had put before him – God would accept His share of them, and Peter was to eat his own share.

10:14 BUT PETER SAID, NOT SO/Surely not- Medamos- Certainly not, never. A strong expression used in the LXX Ezek 4:14 of Ezekiel’s protest. In Gen 1:31 God had proclaimed that all things were in themselves good, but not necessarily good to eat. It seems we’re now free to choose any of them for food, Rom 14:14; 1 Tim 4:4; Titus 1.15. LORD. Peter replied– Calling someone Lord, and refusing to obey them makes no sense. Cp Mt 16:22. Peter was shocked, and may have thought God was testing him to see if he would obey the Law which for hundreds of years had been obeyed by all Jews who wished to honour God.

I HAVE NEVER EATEN ANY THING THAT IS COMMON/impure- Koinos OR UNCLEAN-  Akathartos– used of unclean spirits, 5:16; 8:7; Mt 10:1; 12:43, etc and of moral uncleanness in 2 Cor 6:17; Eph 5:5. Here it means unfit for anyone to eat who wished to please God by obeying His OT laws about which animals they should eat. Cp Dan 1:8. 

10:15-16 THE VOICE SPAKE.. AGAIN.. WHAT/anything GOD HATH/has CLEANSED/made clean- Katharizo- To cleanse, make clean, Mk 7:19; Lk 4:27; 5:12-13; 7:22; 11:39; 17:14, 17.
 Do NOT call COMMON/impure- God alone can declare things are sacred and clean, or not, and His people must accept His verdict. Under the Law God had declared through Moses that certain animals were unclean and not to be eaten. Christ Jesus, as the full and final revelation of the will of God, had declared that the distinction between clean and unclean food was now irrelevant, Mt 15:11; Mk 7:18-23; Cp 1 Tim 4:3-5. This had prepared their minds for the important step God would now set before them. He had already transformed Jews into Christians, members of the body of Christ. God was now going to do the same with Gentiles. But if Christian Jews continued to keep the OT food laws they couldn’t eat with Gentile Christians, or worship together taking the bread and wine at the Lord’s table. In telling Peter that eating these unclean animals wouldn’t make him unclean, God was telling Peter that if by their response of faith to the Gospel He made Gentiles clean – forgave their sins and gave them His Spirit – Peter and other Jewish Believers must accept them as clean, and have fellowship with them. 

THIS WAS DONE three times- God’s command, Peter’s objection, and God’s comment were repeated twice. This gave Peter a threefold witness that his objections were unjustified. God had cancelled the Laws about ceremonial uncleanness that separated Jew from Gentile. If God made a Gentile clean, God’s people must not count that person unclean and cut themselves off from them. God repeated the vision to overcome Peter’s resistance to the truth, and the resistance of the Jerusalem Believers, 11:1-18, including Pharisee ones, 15:1, 5. THE VESSEL WAS RECEIVED UP AGAIN INTO HEAVEN- Its purpose was fulfilled. Heaven’s command had been given and must now be obeyed.

10:17-22 WHILE PETER DOUBTED IN HIMSELF/was wondering about the meaning of the VISION- Peter was puzzling over what the vision meant, why it was given to him at this time, and what God wanted him to do. THE MEN.. SENT FROM/by CORNELIUS.. STOOD BEFORE/stopped at THE GATE- The accurate timing would help convince Peter that this was what God was talking to him about. AND/They CALLED out asking if SIMON.. PETER was staying THERE.

WHILE PETER THOUGHT/was still thinking ON/about THE VISION, THE SPIRIT SAID to HIM- The form of words in Greek is the same as those used of the Voice speaking to him in 10:13, 15. That the Holy Spirit is God, and speaks with the full authority of God is clear, but it seems that this time He speaks in Peter’s mind, giving him a strong conviction of God’s will for him. As the men were asking if he was there, the Spirit was telling him who they were, and that God wanted him to go with them. The careful timing of events would make it clear to Peter that the whole situation had been planned and controlled by God. 

BEHOLD/Simon THREE MEN SEEK/are looking for you- God provided His own commentary on the vision. ARISE THEREFORE/So GET up and go DOWN/downstairs, GO WITH THEM, DOUBTING NOTHING/Do not hesitate- Diakrino- To doubt, hesitate, be double minded as in Jas 1:6. It can also mean to discriminate, choose between, as in Jas 2:4. Peter is told that he is to go with the messengers without wondering whether he should or not. He is also being told that in future he is not to discriminate between Gentile Christians and Jewish Christians, 11:12; 15:9. He is to treat the messengers as he would treat Jewish visitors. FOR I HAVE SENT THEM.

PETER WENT DOWN and said.. I AM HE WHOM/the one.. Why have you COME? .. we have come from CORNELIUS.. A JUST/righteous MAN.. THAT FEARETH GOD-fearing man. OF GOOD REPORT AMONG/who is respected by ALL THE.. THE JEWS/Jewish people- The Jewish community in Caesarea. Cp the Centurion in Lk 7:2-10. WAS WARNED FROM GOD BY A HOLY ANGEL. TO SEND/have you come.. could HEAR WORDS OF THEE/what you have to say- To hear whatever Peter has to say to him. God has given approval of the message, before Peter arrived and spoke it. Peter will be obeying the Lord’s command, 1:8. 

THEN CALLED HE/Peter invited THEM IN/into the house AND LODGED THEM/to be his guests- Peter was taking the first step of obedience to the Lord’s new commandment – he welcomed these Gentiles into the house to eat with him, and spend the night. His going to stay with a Gentile as a guest would be the next step. 

10:23-33 Peter Comes to  Cornelius

(The record continues to be set out carefully to make clear what happened, and how that convinced Peter that he was to share the Gospel with all who would listen and have fellowship with all who were converted, Jew or Gentile. Cp Paul in 1 Cor 9:19-22. Peter asked Cornelius to retell his experience, and this repetition keeps clear in our minds that his vision and Peter’s experience fit together neatly to confirm the revelation God was making. Cp Deu 19:15.) 

10:23-27 ON THE MORROW/next day PETER WENT/started out WITH THEM, AND some of the brothers FROM JOPPA- Peter would have explained to the local believers why he had welcomed Gentiles as guests. Some wanted to see the outcome so went with Peter. This provided valuable witness to what happened, so that the whole incident, and God’s involvement, would be firmly established in the minds of the Jewish church.

The following day THEY ENTERED INTO /he arrived at CAESAREA- Having spent the night somewhere on the way. CORNELIUS WAITED FOR/was expecting THEM AND HAD CALLED TOGETHER ALL HIS KINSMEN/relatives- Apart from his own family it probably means fellow Italians, as Paul’s kinsmen, Rom 9:3 were fellow Jews. NEAR/close FRIENDS- People linked by common interests. This shows that he considered Peter’s message important. And that he was a man people valued as a friend. May God grant us the grace to be winsome and friendly Christians, so that people will be willing to listen to what we tell them of Christ, or come with us to listen to the Gospel.

AS PETER WAS COMING IN/entered the house, CORNELIUS MET HIM, AND FELL AT HIS FEET AND WORSHIPPED HIM/in reverence- Cornelius honoured Peter as a messenger from God. The servant of Caesar bowed before the servant-messenger of God. In a way this was right and praiseworthy, Mt 10:40; 1 Th 2:13. But Peter was careful to avoid taking the credit and glory that belonged to His Lord (It’s a pity that those who claim to be St Peter’s successors are happy for people to kneel before them instead of copying the example of Peter.) 

BUT PETER TOOK/made HIM get UP, SAYING/he said, I AM ALSO/only A MAN myself- Not a god, or angelic messenger of God, and His Lord had insisted that special titles, and respect were not to be accepted by His servants, Mt 23:1-12. Even the angel, Rev 19:10, refused to accept such an honour as it belongs to God alone. HE/Peter WENT IN/inside AND FOUND MANY/a large gathering of people.
10:28-29 HE SAID.. You KNOW/are aware THAT IT IS UNLAWFUL/against our law- As Cornelius was associated with Jews at the synagogue, and these people were his family and friends, Peter expected they would know that he was doing something Jews didn’t usually do. FOR A JEW.TO KEEP COMPANY/associate with a Gentile, OR visit him– He was breaking a major rule of the Jewish way of life. He was making clear to Cornelius and the Jewish Christians who had come with him from Joppa that he wasn’t being careless about the Law. He was doing something he had always believed was wrong, and that he had never done before.

BUT GOD– Two wonderful words, that have transformed many situations and lives. has SHOWN ME THAT I SHOULD NOT CALL ANY MAN– Jew or Gentile. COMMON/impure OR UNCLEAN– Peter had realised that the vision hadn’t just meant that he was free to eat any food he fancied. He realised that the Lord had forbidden him to count any human being as being unfit for a godly Jew to associate with. God wants us to pick and choose our company on the same basis that He does. Cp Eph 2:11-18. Peter was learning what Paul learnt and proclaimed in Rom 3:22-23; 9:11. 

So when I was sent for THEREFORE CAME.. WITHOUT GAINSAYING/raising any objections- I didn’t object to coming, didn’t question that I should break the rules, but I’d like to know why I was to come. May I ASK.. WITH WHAT INTENT/why you HAVE SENT FOR Me- Peter would expect that the words God wanted him to hear were the words of the Gospel. But Peter’s question gives Cornelius the chance to think out and put into words his heart’s desire. In dealing with Gospel enquirers it’s wise to do that. William McDonald insisted that especially with children one should never ask questions they can answer with a simple yes or no. By doing that one can push them into an empty profession. If we insist that they explain what they are concerned about, what they want the Lord Jesus to do for them, putting it into their own words, we’re encouraging them to come to Jesus, Mk 10:14, not processing them willy nilly. 

10:30-33 CORNELIUS SAID/answered, FOUR DAYS AGO- 2 whole days + 2 part days = 4 days, in their reckoning. I WAS FASTING- [RT] This isn’t in the Mss for some hundreds of years, but later scribes seem to have added it because they thought people should always fast when praying. Yet Peter had felt he needed a meal as he was praying, 10:9-10. BEHOLD/suddenly, A MAN STOOD BEFORE ME IN BRIGHT/shining clothes- A man, but his shining clothes showed he was an angel. SAID, CORNELIUS.. GOD/remembered.. SEND TO JOPPA AND CALL SIMON.. Repetition of 10:4-6. 

So I sent for you IMMEDIATELY- Emphatic in the Greek. He had at once set out to do what God had commanded. THOU HAST/it was WELL/good– Kalos of you to COME- Peter had made it clear that it was a deliberate action of obedience to a command of God that brought him into their house and company. As it was what God through the angel had commanded, Cornelius is sure that Peter had done the good and right thing. But as Kalos means beautiful as well as good, the words also carry the thought that Peter’s coming was a kindness he very much appreciated. 

NOW THEREFORE WE ARE ALL HERE.. BEFORE/in the presence of GOD TO HEAR/listen to ALL THINGS/ everything THAT ARE/the Lord has COMMANDED OF GOD/you to tell us- God had commanded him to get Peter to come and give him His message. Therefore it was a solemn and important occasion. They were expecting to hear through Peter what God wanted them to know, so that they could do what God wanted them to do, and be what God wanted them to be. May God grant us the grace to have that attitude always as we sit down to hear God’s Word preached.

10:34-43 Peter Preaches the Gospel to Cornelius

(As in 2:14-40 Peter starts with the specific situation, then gives an outline of the ministry of Jesus, emphasising His death and resurrection. He then appeals to the OT Scriptures to confirm the truth. To Jews he spoke of Jesus as their Messiah. To these Gentiles he speaks of Jesus as the Judge all men must face, and calls for repentance.)

10:34-35 THEN PETER OPENED HIS MOUTH AND SAID/began to speak– A form of words often used when beginning a solemn and important message. Cp 8:35; Judg 11:36; Job 3:1; Dan 10:16; Mt 5:2. OF A TRUTH I PERCEIVE/realise- Katalambano- To take eagerly, grasp, as in 4:13; 25:55; Mk 9:18; Jn 8:3; Rom 9:30; Eph 3:18; Phil 3:12, etc. Peter says he is grasping, laying hold of this truth, seeking to understand what it means and what actions it requires. 

how true it is THAT GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS/does not show favouritism- Literally God is not one who receives men’s faces. Corrupt judges recognised the faces of friends, or those who had bribed them, and gave verdicts in their favour. God doesn’t judge people by the race or religion they were brought up in - Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, Bhuddist, etc, or their wealth and social position. Cp Deu 10:17; Rom 2:11-12; Eph 6:9; Col 3:25; Jas 2:1, 9; 1 Pet 1:17, etc. All good Jews said this was true, but we all find, as Peter did, familiar truths come alive when God shows us we have not been living up to them, and must act on them.

BUT accepts men IN/from EVERY NATION who fear HIM, AND WORK RIGHTEOUSNESS/do what is right- Dektos– Used of sacrifices being acceptable to God in the LXX Lev 1:3-4; 17:4; Isa 56:7; 60:7; Jer 6:20. It’s used also of the life that’s pleasing to God in the LXX of Prov 10:24; 11:1; 15:8. Cp Rom 2:10-11. Giving help to the poor was often said to be “righteousness,” Cp Ps 15:2; Rom 2:6, 10; 2 Cor 9:8; Gal 6:10. What God cares about is whether, in response to what they know of Him, people wish to know Him and obey Him, Jn 3:18-21; Heb 11:6.
 

10:36 This is THE WORD/message.. GOD SENT to THE CHILDREN/people OF ISRAEL- The Greek of 10:36-37 is so complex that it can be understood in several ways, but the meaning is clear enough. God sent a message, Christ, the One through whom God has fully spoken, Heb 1:1-3. Cp Ps 107:20. And also God sent the Gospel message that proclaims Him, and offers blessings to those who receive Him by faith. 

PREACHING/telling the good news of PEACE- Peace with God - our rebellion being replaced by fellowship with God is His purpose for us. But it includes also peace between Jewish and Gentile believers, fellowship between them enjoyed in Christ, Eph 2:11-22. Cp 7:26; 9:31; Lk 1:79; 2:14; 7:50; 8:48; 10:5-6; 19:38, 42; 24:36. BY/through JESUS CHRIST- The peace comes through Him, and what He has done for us sinners, but also the proclaiming comes through Him. 

(HE/who IS LORD OF ALL)– Everyone must face Him as Judge, 10:42. Those who acknowledge Him as Lord, are already justified, Rom 8:1, but will stand before him to face the consequences of their actions as God’s children and servants, 1 Cor 3:11-15; 2 Cor 5:9-11. And because He is Lord of all, His salvation is available for everyone. Cp Rom 9:5; 10:12. 

10:37-38 THAT WORD.. WAS PUBLISHED/You know what has happened- All learning has to be built on to what people already know. On the day of Pentecost Peter began with what the Jerusalem Jews knew, 2:22. Caesarea was the Roman capital of the province so they would have heard of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ in Jerusalem. 

THROUGHOUT ALL JUDEA- Mentioned first perhaps because the Lord’s life and work climaxed in Jerusalem – and the Gospel witness spread out from there. 1:8; Lk 24:47. Cp Isa 2:3; Mic 4:2. BEGAN/beginning IN GALILEE AFTER THE BAPTISM WHICH/that JOHN PREACHED- John’s preaching had prepared the way for the ministry of the Lord Jesus. And the ministry of Jesus began with John baptising Him, the Spirit coming on Him and the Father voicing His approval from Heaven, Mt 3:16-17; Isa 61:1; Lk 4:18. Cp Peter’s summaries of the Gospel, 2:14-41; 3:12-26; 4:8-12; 5:29-32. 

HOW GOD ANOINTED JESUS OF NAZARETH WITH THE HOLY Spirit AND WITH POWER- Caused the Holy Spirit to come upon Him so that He was able to do wonderful things. Cp Isa 61:1-3; Lk 4:18-21. WHO/and how He WENT ABOUT/around DOING GOOD- Everywhere He went He did good things to people, made good things happen. 

HEALING ALL WHO WERE OPPRESSED/under the power OF THE DEVIL- The word is used of the poor being oppressed by the rich, Jas 2:6. LXX uses it in Ex 1:13:17; Neh 5:5; Jer 7:6; 22:3; Ezek 18:7; Amos 4:1; 8:4. Beyond the obvious cases of demon possession such as Legion Mk 5:2-15, there is a sense that all sickness, and sin, along with the suffering they cause, is the result of the Devil usurping God’s place in relation to mankind when Adam chose to obey him rather than obey God. 

   The Coming of Christ broke the chains of sin which had bound man in misery ever since the fall/rebellion, Col 2:13-15; Heb 2:14-18. Cp Mk 3:27. Many people today are still enslaved by sin, but that is because they haven’t chosen to put themselves in the hand of the stronger-than-Satan Deliverer, Jesus Christ, Lk 11:20-22. FOR/because GOD WAS WITH HIM.

10:39-43 WE ARE WITNESSES OF ALL THINGS WHICH/everything HE DID.. IN JERUSALEM- As in 1:8, 22; 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 13:31; 22:15. WHOM THEY SLEW/killed him by hanging him ON A TREE- The Romans did the crucifying, but the Jewish rulers set up the process by which Jesus came to be crucified, and manipulated Pilate to make it happen. Peter says that they were morally responsible in 4:10; 5:30, etc. 

But GOD RAISED UP/from the dead ON THE THIRD DAY, AND SHOWED/ caused HIM OPENLY/to be seen- In Greek Him is emphatic – the One they killed, He is the One God raised, and He began to appear to the Believers, 1:3. Cp 3:15; 4:10; Lk 24:46; 1 Cor 15:4-8, etc. It was God’s will that Jesus was raised from the dead, revealed to witnesses, and that they should witness effectively empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

He was not seen by ALL THE PEOPLE, BUT by WITNESSES who God had already CHOSEN.. US WHO ate and drank WITH HIM AFTER HE ROSE FROM THE DEAD- His eating and drinking with them proved that He had a real physical body, Lk 24:13-43; Jn 21:12-15. Cp 1 Jn 1:1-2. HE COMMANDED US TO PREACH.. AND TESTIFY THAT HE is the one ORDAINED/appointed THE JUDGE OF THE QUICK/living AND THE DEAD- Everyone who has ever lived. 17:31; Jn 5:22. He will do this because He is Lord of all, Rom 14:9; 2 Tim 4:1; 1 Pet 4:5. For Christ as appointed Judge, see also 3:25-26; 17:31. Cp Lk 9:26; 10:13-16; 11:29-32; 12:41-48; 13:22-30. 

TO HIM GIVE ALL THE PROPHETS WITNESS/testify about Him- Judgment was a fact that needed to be stated. But Peter went straight on to assure the hearers that the Gospel he was preaching was what God had promised through the OT Prophets. THAT THROUGH HIS NAME– In the sense that His Names – Jesus/Saviour, Christ/anointed Servant-Son-Deliverer, and Lord – say who He is and what He does.

WHOEVER BELEVETH/that everyone who believes IN- Eis – Into, in. HIM. Faith in Christ is receiving Him as our Saviour, Jn 1:12, and committing ourselves into His care, and His welcoming us into Him and His righteousness, 2 Cor 5:21, etc. This brings the blessedness of our being in Christ that enables us to face the future confidently, Col 1:27; 3:3. Faith in Christ is the only requirement so this promise is to believing Gentiles as well as to believing Jews. Cp 2:21; 3:16; Mk 16:16; Jn 3:16; 10:9; Rom 10:8-13. Cp Gal 2:16; 1 Jn 5:10, 13. SHALL RECEIVE/receives REMISSION/forgiveness OF SINS through his name- This was the great need of Jew and Gentile alike. Unless our sins are forgiven, the only possible verdict when we face the Judge, is condemnation. Relevant prophecies may be Isa 33:24; 53:5-6; 55:7; Jer 31:34.

10:44-48 The Gentiles Receive the Spirit

(The Spirit fell on them as at Pentecost, by God’s direct intervention. Peter didn’t realise that he had said all he needed to say, until God visibly demonstrated that the Gospel had been preached, adequately understood, and they had been saved by responding in faith. The important truth that the Holy Spirit, like the wind, isn’t under the control of any man was demonstrated visibly, then, and continues to happen invisibly. This may be considered to fulfil the Lord’s promise, Mt 16:19 – Peter used the Gospel Keys to open the door of salvation by faith to Gentiles, as he had opened it to Jews in 2:14-41. And in both cases God acted first, by baptising them with His Spirit, and Peter proclaimed that they should be baptised with water, admitting them into the fellowship of the church, 2:38-41; 10:47-48.)

10:44-46 WHILE PETER was still speaking- Peter had not had time to say anything about accepting Christ by faith or of receiving the Spirit but the message of the Gospel had been received and believed. (Perhaps sometimes we keep saying words when we should realise God had finished using us and we should be silent?) 

THE HOLY Spirit FELL/came ON all who HEARD THE WORD/message- As in 2:4, God took the initiative and broke in with blessing, as an act of sovereign grace, without anyone asking it or seeking it. The Holy Spirit came into their hearts to transform, guide and control them. God deals with men in their hearts, and many things more than they understand become true of those who respond to the Spirit’s work in them as they hear the Gospel. 

The circumcised believers who had come WITH PETER- 10:23. They and Peter had come from the Jewish side of the great gulf that divided Jew from Gentile. Peter had given the Gentiles God’s message, but they were astonished BECAUSE/that THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles- Passive construction. The gift of the Spirit had been poured out, meaning that God had done it, but not naming Him. They were astonished that this miracle of grace that had happened to them as Jews, heirs to the OT promises, should happen to those they had always considered to be unclean, and enemies of God. Under the OLD covenant of Law Jews accepted proselytes as worthy of fellowship after they had been circumcised and were committed to keeping the Law. But now God had demonstrated that under the NEW covenant-testament of Grace and the Spirit everyone – Jews or Gentiles - who put their trust in Christ are at that moment accepted by Him, 10:43.

FOR THEY HEARD THEM SPEAK/speaking WITH/in TONGUES- Demonstrating that God was taking up Gentiles, as He had the Jewish Believers, 2:1-4. The Samaritans had received a share in the gift given to Jews at Pentecost, when the Apostles laid hands on them, 8:17. But these Gentiles were baptised by the Spirit into the Church body of Christ, 1 Cor 12:13, direct from Heaven. This showed that God had received them as equal partners with the Jews, without joining them in Law-keeping, Eph 2:4-22, etc. The brief account doesn’t mention wind, tongues of fire, or hearers understanding the languages. It simply says that what happened to these Gentiles was the same as what had happened to Jews at Pentecost. AND MAGNIFY/praising GOD- Megaluno.- To magnify, show to be great. In 2:11 a similar word Megaleios is used. 

10:47-48 THEN PETER said CAN ANY MAN FORBID WATER, THAT THESE SHOULD NOT BE/keep these people from being BAPTISED with water WHICH/They HAVE RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit AS WELL/just AS WE have- God had visibly baptised Cornelius and his friends with His Spirit with the same visible signs as on the day of Pentecost, so the invisible work of God in the hearts of these Gentiles had to be accepted as being the same. God had baptised them into the Church body of Christ, its life and its fellowship, 1 Cor 12:13. So they should be baptised with water as a confession of their spiritual union with Christ, and of their belonging to the local body-of-Christ-church fellowship. 

HE COMMANDED/ordered THEM TO/that they BE BAPTISED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD/Jesus Christ- By some of the Jewish Believers, not by the Apostles himself. These Gentiles had heard the Gospel, on God’s direct orders. God had received them as His own without their becoming Jews. God’s obedient people must follow God and receive them as fellow Believers. 

THEN PRAYED/asked- Erotao- To ask as a favour. HIM/Peter TO TARRY/stay with them CERTAIN/a few DAYS- This would give Peter time to answer questions and give the further teaching needed to establish the converts in Christ and in the Gospel truths. Peter staying on with Cornelius established that they were now clean in God’s sight. And that fellowship between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians on an equal basis was now God's declared purpose and will. 

Acts 11:1-18 Peter’s Action Questioned by Jerusalem Church

 & Approved

(We have been shown clearly that Peter had done God’s will, but the reception of Gentiles without their becoming Jews was so important that God records that it was tested and approved by the Jerusalem church. To Pharisees, godliness was a matter of obeying detailed outward rules, Mt 23:23-26, so they insisted that Jews must keep themselves completely separate from Gentiles. Pharisees who became Christians, insisted that Jewish Christians must still keep the OT Law, and that Gentile Christians must become Jews, 15:5. They were so shocked at Peter’s action that they challenged him about it. 

Peter made a full report that faced the whole Jerusalem church with the facts. He showed that his actions were directed by God at every step, and he took the six brothers with him to confirm what had happened. Peter had told the Gentiles  about Christ, and baptised them as commanded in 1:8, Mt 28:19-20. God had done everything else. The Apostles, and the Jerusalem church generally, were convinced that God had shown that the Gentiles should be given the Gospel, and that those who responded in faith were to be accepted and fellowshipped with as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

God had demonstrated that He accepted believing Gentiles and made them His children, saints, and sons. But as we’re warned in Ecc 7:29, wilful human nature, aided by the enemy, can always find excuses for doing what it wants to do, and for claiming that their prejudices are God-approved. The Pharisee Christians continued to claim that ALL Christians must keep the Law, 15:1-34. And although the Jerusalem Apostles and church disowned this view, 21:20-26 shows the church submitting to the prejudices of Pharisee Christians. 

Many problems and questions remained and different answers might be appropriate at different places and times, but to be acceptable to God those answers must bear in mind what God had made clear in His dealings with Cornelius. Paul had to continue to battle for a Law-free Gospel, by writing Galatians in which God gives his final statement about the relationship of any Christian with the OT Law and its rules. There are still churches where Christians of one race or culture discriminate against Christians of other races and cultures. But the events of 10:1-11:18 remain the anchor for the Gospel of the Grace of God in Christ Crucified.) 

11:1-3 THE APOSTLES AND BRETHREN/the brothers- The whole church was concerned, the Apostles didn’t act alone. It’s God’s will that church leaders LEAD the church in discovering and doing His will, and not dictate to the church. IN/throughout JUDEA HEARD THAT THE GENTILES HAD RECEIVED THE WORD OF GOD- They had received it eagerly, responded to it, benefitted and been blessed by it – become God’s children by receiving Christ as their Saviour, Jn 1:12. Cp 8:14. 

WHEN PETER went UP TO JERUSALEM THEY OF THE CIRCUMCISION/ circumcised believers- Those who thought that circumcision and Law-keeping remained very important for Christians. Pharisee Christians, 15: 5. The Lord Jesus had said the Pharisees were wrong, Mt 23:23-26. The Pharisees had accused Him of breaking the Law, and decided to murder Him, Mt 9:11; 12:1-14, etc. Pharisees who became Christians still kept this attitude towards circumcision and Law-keeping. None of us find it easy to follow Christ when it goes against our upbringing and religious traditions. 

CONTENDED WITH/criticised HIM- Diakrino– Used of legal accusations at court etc. SAYING You went into the house of uncircumcised MEN AND ate WITH THEM- That he had preached the Gospel to Gentiles and they had been saved and baptised seemed unimportant to them. That he had failed to keep the rules they valued was what really mattered. They were legalists, like the Pharisees, relying on outward forms of righteousness. What people do should show what they believe, Jas 2:14-19. But our Lord has taught us in Josh 22:9-34 the sinful folly of letting our self-righteous, sinful hearts make us quick to misjudge the actions of others.
 

11:4-12 PETER REHEARSED THE MATTER/explained everything to them FROM THE BEGINNING.. BY ORDER/precisely as it happened- Kathexes- In order, following step by step, just as it happened.
 (In contrast to the clever dishonesty of giving selected items only and changing the sequence to give a false impression.) (Kathexes is used in 3:24; 18:23; Lk 1:3; 8:1.) God’s servants must not resent criticism, and get into arguments, 2 Tim 2:23-25, and must do all they can to avoid giving offence to anyone, 1 Cor 10:31-33. Peter explained that it was God’s message to Cornelius, and to himself, that had been the beginning of what had been done. And went on to show them that God had directed him step by step, right to giving the Gentiles the same experience that the original disciples had on the day of Pentecost. This time Peter refuses to yield to pressure, in contrast to Gal 2:11-14. As what Peter said repeats 10:9-48, I will give a brief summary only with references to that Scripture.

I WAS IN.. JOPPA PRAYING.. A VISION.. A.. SHEET LET DOWN FROM HEAVEN.. to where I was- This made it clear that God was giving a message for Peter – he was being shown a truth he must obey. SAW animals reptiles, birds OF THE AIR- As in 10:9-12. Peter tells the story vividly, just as he had experienced it. I HEARD A VOICE.. ARISE/Get up PETER, SLAY/Kill AND EAT- As in 10:13. I SAID/replied, Surely NOT SO LORD.. As in 10:14. BUT THE VOICE ANSWERED.. Do not call anything impure that  GOD has CLEANSED/made clean. As in 10:15.

THIS WAS DONE/happened THREE TIMES.. HEAVEN again– As in 10:16. IMMEDIATELY/Right then THREE MEN from Caesarea stopped at THE HOUSE- As in 10:17-18. THE SPIRIT BADE/told ME to have no hesitation about GO/going WITH THEM NOTHING DOUBTING- As in 10:20, except that some Mss have a different form of the word which strengthens the thought of not making a distinction, rather than without hesitating. (This isn’t a contradiction - the reason a Jew would doubt, or hesitate about accepting the invitation was that the OT Law required them to make a distinction between clean and unclean foods.) The emphasis is likely to be on making no distinction as in 15:9. Cp 1 Cor 10:25, 27. 

THESE SIX BRETHREN/brothers went with ME. INTO/entered THE MAN’S HOUSE- As in 10:22-25. Peter explains that his action wasn’t a careless, or God-ignoring action. God had told him to go, and that when he had explained the situation to local Jewish believers, six of them recognised that God had told him to go. So they had gone with him to Caesarea and into the house of Cornelius the Gentile. This provided a perfect number of witnesses - seven.

11:13-15 HE SHOWED/told US.. AN ANGEL.. SEND MEN TO JOPPA.. CALL FOR SIMON.. PETER- This is the fourth time this story is given as it repeats what is recorded in 10:3-5 22, 32. He SHALL TELL THEE WORDS/will bring you a message WHEREBY THOU/through which you.. your household.. BE SAVED- That the message would bring salvation wasn’t mentioned before. It makes it clear that Cornelius was not a saved man until he had heard the Gospel, responded in faith, and received the Holy Spirit. That the conversion of the head of the household would lead to the conversion of the whole household may have been a statement based on God’s foreknowledge, or may be a general statement of probability. Cp 16:31. 

AS I BEGAN TO SPEAK- From 10:34-44 we know that Peter had given a brief summary only of part of the Gospel before the Holy Spirit came on the hearers. THE HOLY GHOST/Spirit FELL/came ON THEM, AS he had come ON US AT THE BEGINNING- As when the Church began on the Day of Pentecost, at Jerusalem, God had baptised about 120 Jewish disciples visibly into His body, the church, 1 Cor 12:13. At Caesarea God had done the same thing with some God-fearing Gentiles. To those who criticised him Peter explained that he ignored the issue of circumcision, Law-keeping, food laws, etc because God had ignored them. If they thought he should have told the Gentiles that if they wanted to be saved and be members of the Church they must be circumcised and keep the Law, they were being unreasonable. He hadn’t even had time to talk of being baptised in the name of Jesus, or of receiving the Spirit, as he had in 2:38. They couldn’t blame him for that as God had interrupted his sermon by taking action that demonstrated that no fuller message was needed. God’s action granted them salvation and membership in His church, without demanding anything of them except faith in Christ, 10:36, 42-43.

11:16-17 I REMEMBERED what THE LORD had SAID, JOHN BAPTISED WITH WATER BUT you SHALL/will BE BAPTISED WITH THE HOLY Spirit- The Lord Jesus is recorded as saying this in 1:5. John Baptist is recorded as saying it in Mt 3:11; Mk 1:7; Lk 3:16. 
So if GOD GAVE THEM THE LIKE/same GIFT AS HE DID UNTO/gave US WHO BELIEVED ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST- The Holy Spirit is God’s great gift to Believers in Jesus. God had given the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles in the same way as to us Jewish disciples of Jesus. That demonstrated that God had made them members of the Church that is Christ’s body while they were still uncircumcised Gentiles, Cp Rom 4:3-12. As God had done that there is no room for discrimination in the practices of the church. (Nothing is said in 10:1-43 of Cornelius believing, but it’s taken for granted. In Acts 2 the fact that the 120 were loyal disciples showed that they were believing in Jesus Christ, although it’s not said that they had faith in Christ.) 

WHAT/who WAS I, THAT/to think I COULD WITHSTAND/oppose GOD- The Greek wording carries several strands of thought: Who was I to try to stop God from doing what He did? Why should a servant of God try to stop God? Could I in fact stop God? God had made them our equals in His church – was it possible for me to stop that from happening? God had already warned me that what He had cleansed I must not treat as being unclean – do you think I should have refused their hospitality and treated them as unclean? God had already done His part, Mt 3:11; Col 2:10-11, and made them His children and members of His Church. So surely as His servant I had to co-operate, and do as He commanded in Mt 28:19 - have them baptised and received into the visible fellowship of God’s church. God had made it clear that He was going to save Gentiles without their being circumcised and keeping the Law. Whatever the Jewish believers thought God ought to do, or wanted Him to do, it was clear that they must accept God’s right to set the terms of Salvation, sonship, and shared glory. 

11:18 WHEN THEY HEARD THESE THINGS/this THEY HELD THEIR PEACE/had no further objections- Peter’s challenge in 11:17 forced them to admit that as they could not criticise God for doing what He had done, they must stop criticising Peter for obeying God. The positive aspect follows. GLORIFIED/praised GOD- One of the great triumphs of God’s grace is when we stop criticising His servants, and start praising God for using them to do what we didn’t want Him to do, or didn’t think He should do. Note the problem Jonah faced when Nineveh was spared, Jonah 4:1-3. 

SAYING, THEN/So GOD has ALSO/even GRANTED the Gentiles REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE- Repentance that leads to life. A changed attitude towards sin and self that moves people to turn from sin and self-willed actions to God, and receive forgiveness, the Holy Spirit, and life in Christ. Cp 2:38; 3:19; 5:31. The critics were surprised, shocked, but bowed to the fact that God had acted in grace to the Gentiles. The Apostles, and the Jerusalem Church as a whole, agreed that Peter had obeyed the Lord, and that they must accept the fact that the Gospel was offering its blessings to Gentiles. And that it wasn’t wrong to share meals etc with those Gentiles who repented and believed in Jesus as Saviour and Lord. They realised that it wasn’t just the case of an individual, virtuous Gentile - the Spirit had fallen upon a mixed group of people who were all uncircumcised Gentiles. This proved that God had accepted Gentiles as Gentiles, granted them salvation, and membership in the Church, as Gentiles. And would continue to accept Gentiles who believed in Christ -and expect Christian Jews to eat with them. 

11:19-30 Church Founded at Antioch by Refugees is Approved by Jerusalem

(We have been told how God used Peter to bring the first group of Gentiles into Life and Fellowship in Christ, and into church membership accepted by the Jerusalem church. We’re now told how God used the refugees scattered from Jerusalem after Stephen’s witness and martyrdom, 8:4. It would have been easy for the refugees to hide in the huge city of Antioch, but instead of hiding they witnessed boldly. Some had grasped the truth Stephen had preached about God’s purposes, that the Gospel wasn’t to be tied to the Temple and Law-keeping – it was for Gentiles too. God blessed the Gentiles who believed and this demonstrated that the Gospel was effective wherever anyone obeyed their Lord’s command, 1:8. That encourages you and me in our witness. In Antioch so many were converted that it became clear that they were forming a new group that wasn’t exactly Jew or Gentile, but met on such equal terms as followers of Christ, that a new name was coined for them – Christians.

News of this reached the Jerusalem church (perhaps as complaints from Law-bound believers) and they sent Barnabas to check, and he recognised that this was a work of God. They were enjoying the grace of God and were flourishing in Christ. He passed the glad news back to the Jerusalem church, and the Antioch church was welcomed into the fellowship of the churches. 

They benefitted from the ministry of Barnabas, and Saul, but as the church was flourishing before the Apostles and the Jerusalem church knew of its existence, they had from the first learned to depend directly on Christ the Head of the church. In all this God had been preparing them to be the base for the first organised missionary outreach to Gentiles. But before this happened, we’re reminded that being God’s children gives us a heart of love for others as in 2:44-45; 4:32-37. Now the gifts from the Church at Antioch confirmed the reality of their conversion and their brotherly love for Jewish Believers in the Jerusalem church.) 

11:19-21 NOW THEY.. SCATTERED- 8:1, 4. As a farmer scatters seed to spring up for the next harvest, so those scattered by persecution scattered the Gospel seed wherever they went. TRAVELLED AS FAR AS Phoenicia- Modern Lebanon. CYPRUS AND ANTIOCH- Antioch, the capital of Syria was a very large city – in the Roman Empire only Rome and Alexandria were bigger. PREACHING THE WORD TO.. JEWS ONLY.

SOME.. however.. MEN from CYPRUS AND CYRENE WHEN THEY WERE COME TO ANTIOCH SPAKE/began to speak UNTO/to THE GRECIANS- Hellenistes, [RT] Greeks Hellenes. [Nes]. About half the Mss have one, and half the other. Hellenistes usually means Greek-speaking Jews. As this group is contrasted with those who spoke to Jews only, the meaning here must be Gentiles, whether Greek-speaking Syrians, or actual Greeks. PREACHING/telling them about THE LORD JESUS, AND THE HAND OF THE LORD/Lord’s hand WAS WITH THEM- This means, as in 1 Sam 5:3, 6, 9; 2 Sam 3:12, etc that the Lord’s power worked through their preaching. They were empowered by the Spirit of God as promised in 1:8.
 

A GREAT NUMBER of people BELIEVED AND TURNED TO THE LORD- Cp 4:4; 6:7; 9:35; 11:2; 14:1. They turned to the Lord, committed themselves to Him and His purposes, trusted and obeyed Him, etc. The Jewish historian Josephus wrote that there were many Jews and Jewish proselytes at Antioch. The Jewish refugees would have attended synagogues, and even if not asked to preach would have many opportunities to explain why they had left Jerusalem. The Gentile God-fearers attending synagogues would have been the first Gentiles reached by the Gospel, but before long it seems to have become the first large church to have been fully multi-racial. The success of the preaching to Gentiles gave sure proof that God was at work, showing grace to the Gentiles, 11:23. Peter’s experience with Cornelius prepared the Jerusalem church to acknowledge the God-given reality of the church at Antioch.

11:22-24 TIDING/News of this reached.. THE CHURCH.. IN/at JERUSALEM- Christian and non-Christian Jews would come to Jerusalem for the Feasts, so the news would have come in the form of praise or scandal. THEY SENT BARNABAS- 4:36; 9:27. to ANTIOCH- The Apostles had been given responsibility to lead in the spread of the Gospel, but as the Gospel spread the Apostles became busier, and the Lord raised up other reliable leaders. The Holy Spirit over-ruled so that Barnabas was sent. He was gifted, but also generous and unselfish, eager to encourage everyone to go forward as Christians in whole-hearted loyalty to the Lord. And he was open to a widening understanding of Scripture and the role of the Church – he had added Saul to the Jerusalem scene, and would soon bring him to Antioch.

WHEN HE CAME/arrived AND HAD SEEN/saw the evidence of THE GRACE OF GOD- God’s gift to them of grace that brought them salvation, 2:47; 4:33; 6:8; 13:43; 14:3, 26; 15:11, 40; 18:27; 20:24, 32. A good reason for being glad, 5:41; 8:39. WAS GLAD- That God’s goodness had reached, and was being enjoyed by, more and more people. His open-hearted spirit welcomed their open-hearted proclamation of God’s grace in the Gospel, knowing God had no racial prejudices, 1:8; Mt 28:18-20. 

EXHORTED/encouraged THEM WITH PURPOSE OF HEART/with all their hearts- This was an appropriate response to God’s wonderful, eternal purpose for them and for us, Rom 8:28; 9:11; Eph 1:11; 3:11; 2 Tim 1:9; 3:10. CLEAVE UNTO/remain true to THE LORD- Be loyal to the Lord, 2:40; 14:22; 15:32; 16:39; 20:1-2. Barnabas urged them, Jews or Gentiles, not to cleave to Jerusalem and Jerusalem’s ways, but to the Lord and His ways. The believing Gentiles were welcomed as brothers in Christ by the Jews, who, while living according to the Law of Moses, were willing to break the food laws to the extent that they ate with Gentiles. Barnabas encouraged them to continue doing so. 

HE WAS A GOOD MAN- As Joseph of Arimathea was, Lk 23:50. FULL OF THE HOLY Spirit- Cp 6:3. This enabled Barnabas to recognise that what was happening was the work of the Holy Spirit. AND OF FAITH- As a man of faith he expected God to be at work. And in the imperfect people, and imperfect church situations normal in this world, had the loving faith to see them as God saw them, and to expect God’s grace to triumph in their lives. Ready to look to God and expect Him to keep His promises, work salvation, and ready to keep working, trusting that God would do so. 
MUCH/a great number of PEOPLE.. ADDED UNTO/were brought to THE LORD- The Church continued to get a good hearing for the Gospel, and more converts continued to be added to Christ and His church. There was room for more preaching and teaching leadership, and Barnabas saw who would meet that need. 

11:25-26 BARNABAS went TO TARSUS to look for SAUL.. BROUGHT HIM UNTO/to ANTIOCH- Barnabas knew that Paul was an enthusiastic evangelist and defender of the Gospel, able to make clear that it was a genuine and true outgrowth from the OT promises, 9:22, 28-29. Barnabas made the effort to bring in as a fellow worker a man who he must have known might take over the leadership he himself was exercising.. He would have done this in loving concern for Saul’s continued growth in the Lord’s service, and the further blessing of the witness at Antioch 

AND/So for A WHOLE YEAR- This made sense as the city was so big there would be unlimited opportunities for evangelism and disciple making. THEY/Barnabas and Saul ASSEMBLED THEMSELVES/met WITH- En- In. THE CHURCH- They enjoyed fellowship with the church, and functioned in the church as a part of it, not merely over it, or for it. Cp 1 Pet 5:3. They did their work by joining in with the organised and spontaneous activities of the church at Antioch in mutual fellowship with the other Believers. The missionary journey grew from a well established fellowship relationship between those sent, and the sending church community. (This is the first time the words “the church” is used of any church other than the original one at Jerusalem.) 

TAUGHT MUCH/great numbers of PEOPLE AND THE DISCIPLES WERE first CALLED CHRISTIANS- Literally transacted business under the name Christians = were publicly known as such.
 FIRST IN ANTIOCH- They were disciples, followers of Christ, and would have been always talking about Him, His Gospel and teachings. So it was natural for people to talk of them as Christ-ones, Christ-people, Christians. This suggests that Christians were now being recognised as a distinct group of people with beliefs and practices that marked them out from the Jews. The Roman Government had accepted the Jews as having the right to follow their religion as it had existed before they came under their rule. Being recognised as a NEW group would expose the Christians to objection from the authorities.

11:27-30  The Church at Antioch is Independent

(This short paragraph shows an important development in the Church. Israelites, wherever they lived, had been dependent on Jerusalem with its Temple and High Priest, and on the Sanhedrin for guidance as to what the Law required of them. God’s will for His church was quite different, Jn 4:21-24. In the will of God the Antioch church came into existence through the informal witness of refugees, 11:20, not as a branch church formed by a mission from Jerusalem. It now acted on its own initiative. This established the God-honouring pattern for new churches. Even when churches come into existence because another church sent the Gospel, they were to learn to operate independently of the “parent” church, in direct dependence on the Lord. And soon this would lead to them becoming a sending-out-the-Gospel church. This and the breaking down of barriers between Jew and Gentile in the Antioch church did not cut them off from Jerusalem. When they heard a famine was coming, Gentile as well as Jew recognised their responsibility to send aid to the Jewish Christians at Jerusalem. This demonstrated independence of Jerusalem, along with continuing fellowship with them.)

11:27-28 IN THOSE DAYS/During this time some PROPHETS- Christian prophets as in 13:1; 15:32; 21:10. Joel had promised there would be such, 2:16-18. Here they foretell, but in Acts they usually preach, exhort, explain as in 13:1; 15:32; 21:9-10; Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:10; 13:2; 14:3, 6-12, 29-33.
 

came FROM JERUSALEM to ANTIOCH- The church was functioning well locally, but still benefitting from itinerant ministry from the “home” church. AGABUS stood up, AND SIGNIFIED BY THE SPIRIT predicted- This, and 21:10 are the only NT occasions when a prophet predicted a specific event. Generally the prophet spoke on behalf of God, and this includes the expounding of revelations already made in the Scriptures. A GREAT DEARTH/famine THROUGHOUT/would spread over ALL THE entire Roman WORLD- Oikumene- The inhabited earth. The word is used of the Roman Empire, or part of it in 17:6; 19:27; 24:5; Lk 2:1, and of the world in general in 17:31; Mt 24:14; Rom 10:18; Heb 1:6; Rev 3:10; 12:9; 16:14. Here it probably meant the inhabited earth that they knew – the Roman Empire and the near parts of Parthia. And not necessarily famine at all parts of the Roman Empire at the same time but spreading through it over a period of years. 

WHICH CAME TO PASS/This happened IN THE DAYS/reign OF CLAUDIUS CAESAR- The words suggest that the prophecy was made before the reign of Claudius but he had died recently when this was written. He reigned AD 41-54. History records famines during the reign of Claudius as, 1st year, Rome, 5th year, Egypt, 8th or 9th year, Greece, 9th-11th year, Rome. Taken together these amounted to a serious famine. In the Eastern Mediterranean it was worst in AD 46, but in Israel lasted AD 44-48 

11:29-30 THE DISCIPLES- While the name Christians now existed, they continued to use names which spoke about aspects of what it meant to be a Christian – in relation to the Lord Jesus they were Disciples. In relation to the Gospel, the Word of God, they were Believers. In relation to fellow Christians they were Brothers. 

EVERY MAN/each ACCORDING TO HIS ABILITY- In proportion to his resources. Every Christian is to remember God’s grace to him, and after considering the needs of his family, and his business, set aside what seems to him to be a reasonable amount, 1 Cor 16:1-2; 2 Cor 8:8-15; 9:6-15.
 The exercise of heart was individual, but the gift was pooled and put into the hands of two men. Many of the givers would have been Gentiles, and this showed their sense of unity with the Jerusalem Believers as fellow members of the one body of Christ, His church should care for each other. 

DETERMINED/decided TO SEND RELIEF/provide help for THE brothers IN JUDEA- This echoes the principle for distribution as each had need, in 4:35. But as this included Gentiles the partition between Jew and Gentile was breaking down on both sides. 

This THEY DID, sending IT/their gift TO THE ELDERS- By this time the Apostles may have been travelling widely as it seems that at Jerusalem the regular life of the Church was in the hands of elders.
 Or Apostles aren’t mentioned as it was a matter of ministering food, etc, not ministering the Word, 6:2. Elders are mentioned with the Apostles in 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4, and on their own in 21:18. BY THE HANDS OF BARNABAS AND SAUL- They had been working together in Antioch, 11:26, Barnabas had come from Jerusalem and they were both well known there so their being sent with the gift makes good sense.

12:1-25 More Persecution & God’s Response – Peter Freed & Herod Dead

(Instead of ruling Judea by a Governor, the Romans had made Herod Agrippa King. He had lived a godless, self-indulgent life in the Emperor’s court at Rome, and became a friend of the Caesars Caligula and Claudius. When he came to Jerusalem as King he decided to live as a Jew, and do whatever would make him popular with the Jews. That Peter and other Christians were now having fellowship with Christian Gentiles would have stirred up the hatred of the Jewish leaders. There is often a cost associated with our doing the will of God. The Jews now had a king with soldiers and a free hand to persecute Christians, and all they could do was to put themselves and leaders into God’s hands in prayer. Exit Peter from prison, and, when he had been honoured as a god-king, exit Agrippa from life. 

The record of the founding and progress of the church under the stewardship of the twelve Apostles ends gloriously – martyrdom for James, and a miraculous deliverance for Peter. Whether God’s servants are killed, or miraculously delivered, God’s church prospers as His servants witness to Him in spite of opposition. The Church had been persecuted by the Sadducean High Priests, the Pharisees headed by Saul, and now by the Roman-appointed Jewish King. God dealt with each in an appropriate way – the sincere Pharisee Saul was converted! The second half of Acts will record the organised mission to the Gentiles under Paul their Apostle, as he spreads the Gospel, and Christ builds His church in many lands.)

12:1-2 HEROD THE KING Herod– Herod Agrippa 1, a grandson of Herod the Great. Out of jealousy Herod had murdered his wife Mariamne (the last of the Hasmonean family who had ruled the Jews before the Romans came) and their son Aristobulus. Aristobulus’ son Agrippa was exiled to Rome. When Herod Antipas, (who had John beheaded) was deposed, Caesar Caligula gave Agrippa Herod’s territory and that of Philip and Lysanias, Lk 3:1. In AD 41 Caesar Claudius made him king of Judea and Samaria as well. 

KILLED/had JAMES THE BROTHER OF JOHN put to death- This James, with John and Peter, were privileged disciples, Lk 8:51; 9:28, 54; so would be known as Leaders of Christ’s followers. This was about 10 years after the Lord’s resurrection - He had warned of such suffering, Jn 15:18-21.

12:3-5 BECAUSE/When HE SAW this PLEASED THE JEWS- We know from secular history that at Rome Herod had lived godlessly and been popular for his immoral, reckless living. That had been a worldly wise thing to do and his popularity had brought him a Kingdom. To hold that Kingdom, worldly wisdom required him to take Jewish religion seriously, and he suddenly became very careful to keep and enforce the OT Jewish Law, in order to please the Jews. Even the Pharisees spoke well of him. To them Peter eating with Cornelius would have been a serious sin against their idea of holiness, so they and other Christ-rejecting Jews were pleased when Herod began to persecute the Apostles.
 

HE PROCEEDED TO TAKE/seize PETER- That the Apostles were no longer exempt from attack, 8:1, may be because since Peter’s contact with Cornelius they were no longer considered to be Law-obedient. during THE DAYS/Feast OF UNLEAVENED BREAD- The Passover was the first day of this feast, and all leavened bread and leaven was carefully removed from Jewish households, Ex 12:18; Lev 23:5-6.

After arresting HIM HE PUT HIM IN PRISON.. TO be guarded by FOUR squads OF four SOLDIERS- As King he had replaced the Roman Governors such as Pilate, and would be living in the Antonia fortress with its prison, and army units available. He made a thorough job of guarding Peter by chaining him between two soldiers, with the two guards in the corridor outside his cell, probably. Having four groups of them meant that guards could stay alert as they were changed every three hours. 

INTENDING/Herod intended TO BRING HIM.. TO THE PEOPLE/for public trial- The Greek says simply bring him out to the people – probably a public trial so his enemies could accuse him, and then enjoy watching him being executed. after EASTER/the Passover- Pascha- Passover. (The [RT] and [Nes] both have Pascha- Passover, as all the Greek Mss have Pascha. Easter, and other traditional church words such as Calvary, Office of a deacon, etc were written into the KJV to please the King, and the “High Church” members of the translation committee against the protests of the Puritan members. See “God’s Word in English” booklet, Page 38. It wasn’t appropriate to have a public trial and execution during a holy festival. Cp Jn 19:31.

PETER WAS KEPT IN PRISON, BUT PRAYER WAS MADE WITHOUT CEASING/but THE CHURCH was earnestly praying to GOD FOR HIM.- Herod was determined to make himself popular with the Jewish Authorities, and kept Peter in a strongly guarded prison. The Church members were praying strongly. The prayers of the Saints proved to be more powerful than the soldiers of the King – even though not prayed in triumphant expectation/faith, judging by 12:13-15.

12:6-10 An Angel Set Peter Free from Prison

(Some imagine that in the early Church miracles were constantly happening, and sometimes for trivial reasons. There are two wise tests of the credibility of any story of miracles. 1. Was there an adequate reason for God to intervene? Any claim that a miracle was worked for a trivial reason (e.g. the old story that as a child Jesus, to entertain his little friends moulded birds out of clay, threw them into the air and they flew away) is nonsense. 2. Did the people involved find it hard to believe that the thing had happened? If it seemed an ordinary expected event to them, it was that, and not a miracle. This miracle passes those two tests. God did nothing for Peter that he could do for himself. Peter thought he must be dreaming, and the people at the prayer meeting found it hard to believe God had answered their prayers.)

12:6-7 The night before HEROD was to bring HIM to trial THE SAME NIGHT- That he was set free at the last minute gives maximum impact. PETER WAS SLEEPING BETWEEN TWO SOLDIERS- That Peter was cheerfully sleeping when he knew that on the next day Herod intended him to be killed was a clear witness to the Christian Faith. The prospect of death wasn’t something that kept him awake. It also made clear that nothing he did was involved – he trusted himself to God, and God’s grace, and in this case God worked a miracle that set him free. He may have remembered the Lord’s promise that he would die as an old man, Jn 21:18. BOUND WITH TWO CHAINS- As with Paul later, 16:23-24, they were making Peter as safely imprisoned as they could. THE KEEPERS/sentries BEFORE THE DOORS/at the entrance. 

an ANGEL OF THE LORD appeared AND A LIGHT SHINED/shone- Cp 9:3; 22:6; 26:13; Lk 2:9. HE SMOTE/struck PETER ON THE SIDE AND RAISED/woke HIM UP. Quick, get up he said AND HIS/the CHAINS FELL OFF HIS HANDS/Peter’s wrists- What God commands, God always makes possible. When Peter responded to God’s command through the angel he found his hands free from the chains and was able to stand up while the guards remained asleep. (Israel had been told to leave Egypt in haste, Ex 12:11, but God required them to obey Him and do all the normal needful things, It was the same with Peter, and as he tried to obey the Lord’s commands through the angel, he found he was able to do them as he obeyed the Lord.)

12:8-10 THE ANGEL SAID.. GIRD THYSELF/put on your clothes- KJV is what the Greek says. They often slept in their clothes, loosening the belt when resting, pulling it tight to keep the clothes from hindering movement when they were walking or working. BIND ON SANDALS. SO HE/Peter DID. Wrap your cloak around you– Throw your outer coat round you – it was used as a blanket at night. 

FOLLOW ME the angel told him- The angel knew what was to be done, and took responsibility. All Peter needed to do was follow him as a small child goes with its parent. Peter FOLLOWED HIM out of the prison AND WIST NOT/had no idea THAT IT WAS TRUE/what THE ANGEL was doing was really happening- Peter didn’t know whether he was dreaming, or if he was really going out of prison. WHEN THEY WERE PAST/passed THE FIRST AND SECOND WARD/guards– Perhaps the 3rd and 4th of the four soldiers guarding Peter, or the regular guards manning two check points. 

THE IRON GATE leading to THE CITY- The prison would have been in the fortress where Herod was living. The iron gate, or iron reinforced gate, needed to be strong enough to keep rioting mobs out. The tower of Antonia had one gate opening into the Temple grounds, and one into the city, as here. OPENED TO/for THEM OF HIS OWN ACCORD/by itself AND PASSED ON/went THROUGH it- The Western text adds that they went down seven steps. There may have been steps there as a sensible defence against mob attack on the fortress, but it’s irrelevant to God’s record. When they had walked the length of ONE STREET suddenly THE ANGEL DEPARTED FROM/left HIM- Having done his work, he left Peter to take up responsibility for himself once more. `Cp Philip, 8:40.

12:11-12 WHEN/Then PETER WAS COME/came TO HIMSELF- He found he was standing on the street and that everything around him registered on his senses in the ordinary way. God by His angel had done the impossible thing and set him free. Now he must take up again his ordinary responsibilities as a son of God, Gal 4:4-7, to decide what seemed most honouring to God. 

NOW I KNOW OF A SURETY/without a doubt THAT THE LORD SENT HIS ANGEL AND DELIVERED/rescued ME OUT OF Herod’s clutches- So Herod could not harm me. FROM THE EXPECTATION OF/everything the Jewish PEOPLE were anticipating- From suffering what the Jews had expected to do to me. 

WHEN HE HAD CONSIDERED THE THING/this had dawned on him, HE CAME/went TO THE HOUSE OF MARY THE MOTHER OF- Presumably her husband had died. JOHN.. MARK- It makes sense for this to be the John Mark of 12:25; 13:5, 13. Perhaps he was also a relative of Peter, and writer of a Gospel – see 1 Pet 5:13. 

WHERE MANY PEOPLE WERE/had GATHERED TOGETHER- It may have been in the upper room where the last Supper was held, Mk 14:13-15, and the gatherings in 1:13. PRAYING– An informal gathering as there is no mention of any Apostle or elder being present. Only a small portion of the church could gather in one house, but many could come and go as they were able to spare the time for praying together. 

   Bracketing the miraculous escape between two mentions of praying, 12:5 and 12:12, suggests their prayers and Peter being set free were linked. In the early church praying is often mentioned so they must have taken the Lord’s commands and promises about prayer seriously. But they were as human as us in being slow to recognise God’s answer when it came. Be glad that God doesn’t apply scriptures such as Mk 11:24, as a law. His answers to prayer are acts of Grace. 

12:13-15 AS PETER KNOCKED AT THE DOOR OF THE GATE/outer entrance- The door which gave admittance from the street to the courtyard of a large house. A DAMSEL/servant girl NAMED RHODA- Rose. Came.. WHEN SHE KNEW/recognised PETER’S VOICE- So knew Peter was there. SHE was so overjoyed she ran back without opening- Cp the Disciples not believing for Joy, Lk 24:9. Conflicting emotional responses are part of being human. RAN AND TOLD/exclaimed that PETER STOOD BEFORE/is at THE GATE/door- She was so happy and excited that instead of opening the door she ran back to tell the others. 

THEY SAID.. MAD/out of your mind- You’re crazy! Cp 26:24-25. Don’t interrupt our prayer meeting by telling us Peter is here. Locked gates at the prison couldn’t keep God’s servant in, but he couldn’t get into the prayer meeting until the Believers were willing to believe God had answered their prayers! When we’re granted what we’ve longed for we may be slow to believe it. may be slow in turning from prayer to praise and thanksgiving when God answers our prayers. Do we fail to accept answers to our prayers because we won’t believe God has answered them? Luke makes it clear that God acted in sovereign grace in answering the prayers of people with no more confident faith than we ourselves are capable of. 

BUT SHE CONSTANTLY AFFIRMED THAT/when she kept insisting– She kept saying that Peter was there. THEY SAID IT IS/must be HIS ANGEL– I believe this means that they thought Peter had been killed, and she had seen his departed spirit – in common language Ghost - as they did of the risen Lord in Lk 24:37-39. Cp 23:8.
 

12:16-17 BUT PETER CONTINUED/kept on KNOCKING, AND WHEN THEY HAD OPENED THE DOOR AND SAW HIM THEY WERE ASTONISHED- Although praying earnestly for his release! How human! It’s a great comfort to see that God answers prayers, not as a consequence of our confident expectation, but on the basis of His sovereign grace and good purposes. His answer to our prayer may be beyond our most hopeful imagination, Eph 3:20. 

HE motioned.. for them to be quiet– It was important not to draw attention to what was happening – if the neighbours reported Peter’s presence the household would suffer for it. False optimism, irresponsible “Faith” might say that as God had released Peter by a miracle He would go on working miracles to keep him safe. Peter knew that keeping out of trouble was his responsibility, Mt 10:16-17. That we see that God is working is no reason why we should be careless. We must co-operate with Him prayerfully and carefully. Cp Phil 2:12-13.
DECLARED/described HOW THE LORD HAD BROUGHT HIM OUT OF PRISON, AND SAID, GO SHOW/Tell JAMES- The Lord’s brother, as in 1:14; 15:13; 21:18; 1 Cor 15:7. Gal 1:19; 2:9, 12. In 15:13 he seems to have acted as a sort of chairman when the Apostles and Elders met, as he expressed their verdict. AND THE brothers- In English it may sound as though James wasn’t one of the brothers, but as with the women, and Mary, 1:14, it was the normal way of drawing attention to an important member of a group. 

HE.. WENT UNTO/left for ANOTHER PLACE– To avoid trouble for himself and those who sheltered him he needed to disappear to somewhere known to as few people as possible. For the rest of the night, another house in the city that wasn’t likely to be searched. After the gates had been opened he would be safer to keep out of sight in another town. God can miraculously set His servants free, but when under threat they should, as Peter did, act as wisely as serpents and avoid enemies and their actions, Mt 10:16. Peter was in Antioch, in Gal 2:14, and perhaps had been at Corinth, 1 Cor 1:12. Late in life he was in Babylon, 1 Pet 5:13, which fits his role as Apostle to the circumcision, as many Jews lived in the Parthian Empire. 

12:18-19 AS SOON AS IT WAS DAY/In the morning.. a great commotion– A negative statement meaning a very great disturbance, confusion or general panic. AMONG THE SOLDIERS- They did everything they could, but could find no explanation of Peter’s disappearance, and knew that they would suffer for it. HEROD cross EXAMINED THE SOLDIERS/guards AND SOUGHT/made a thorough search– He put all possible pressure on them to find Peter. This probably included being questioned under torture. COMMANDED/ordered.. PUT TO DEATH/executed- Literally “Led off,” perhaps to prison, but more likely to execution, as Roman custom was for prison guards to suffer whatever the prisoner who had escaped would have suffered. Then Herod WENT DOWN.. TO CAESAREA- It was the capital of Judea, but as it was a free city, and a Gentile city, Jews didn’t count it as being part of Judea.

12:20 HEROD WAS HIGHLY DISPLEASED/He had been quarrelling WITH- Literally at war with, but the Romans would not have permitted actual fighting. the people OF TYRE AND SIDON- Free cities, politically quite independent of King Herod, and directly dependent on Rome. Such quarrels were common between the petty kingdoms, free cities etc of the Roman Empire. 
THEY CAME WITH ONE ACCORD/joined together sought an audience.. BLASTUS THE KING’S CHAMBERLAIN/trusted personal servant- The head servant responsible for the king’s comfort and security at night. An important and trusted servant in constant contact with the King. Presumably they bribed him. 
DESIRED/asked for PEACE BECAUSE THEIR COUNTRY WAS NOURISHED BY/they depended on THE KING’S COUNTRY for their food supplies- Their rocky coast had good harbours, but little food could be grown there. Cp 1 Ki 5:9-11. By holding up food supplies Herod could force a settlement that was favourable to him. The famine, 11:28, may have pressured the Tyrians and Sidonians to settle the quarrel.

12:21-23 ON A SET/the appointed DAY– Luke doesn’t say what the day was set for. Josephus in his history says it was a Festival in honour of Herod’s patron Claudius Caesar. It seems that every five years there was a great celebration of the return of Claudius from his successful invasion of Britain. If so there would have been great crowds. 

HEROD, ARRAYED IN/wearing his ROYAL APPAREL/robes- Josephus says they were covered with silver scales that shone with dazzling brightness in the sunlight. SAT UPON/on HIS THRONE AND MADE AN ORATION/delivered a public address- The whole scene – the crowd of citizens, the delegates from Tyre and Sidon, facing the gloriously robed king on his throne - was set up to display his power and glory. And the crowd responded as Herod intended, probably led by the delegation from Tyre and Sidon eager to win his goodwill.
THE PUBLIC GAVE A SHOUT/They shouted– The Greek suggests a continuing shouting, enthusiastic applause, etc. IT/This IS THE VOICE OF A GOD, AND NOT OF A MAN- A Flattering response that said he was so wonderful that it was just as if a god was speaking, not a mere man!
 

IMMEDIATELY THE ANGEL OF THE LORD SMOTE/struck HIM down- Made him become very ill. Josephus in his history says Herod was seized with abdominal pains, collapsed and died 5 days later. BECAUSE HE/Herod did NOT give GOD THE GLORY/praise- Doxa– Glory, praise. Instead of directing the people to praise God, he accepted their profession of worship. To please the Jews he had been pretending to be a devout Jew, eager to obey God, 12:3. That he was happy for people to call him a “god” showed he was a hypocrite like Ananias, 5:1-5. 

God generally ignores the self glorification of those who are openly idolaters. But hypocrites call for judgment to fall on them. Nebuchadnezzar had acknowledged God, Dan 3:28-29 before being disciplined in Dan 4:28-37. Cp the Lord's words to the Pharisees in Mt 23. We who name the name of Christ, must depart from the iniquity of exalting self, as only by allowing self to be crucified can we experience the blessing of fellowship with our Lord, 2 Tim 2:19; Gal 2:20; 1 Pet 5:6-9. 

HE WAS EATEN OF/by WORMS, AND GAVE UP THE GHOST/died– Ekpsucho- Ek- Out. Psuche- Soul. The word is used of the death of Ananias and Sapphira , but nowhere else in the NT. This suggests the thought of leaving this life as a lost soul. Herod Agrippa’s death, AD 44, is described in terms of disgusting humiliation. 

   The expression “eaten by worms” was used of the death of evil rulers etc. It contrasted their show of earthly glory, being suddenly followed by the humiliation of becoming a corpse eaten by maggots - even though in fact their death was followed by respectable burial. But here “worms” are said to be the cause of death, rather than the effect of death. So perhaps intestinal worms, cholera germs, bilharzia, etc, although appendix bursting and causing peritonitis has been suggested. 

12:24-25 BUT THE WORD OF GOD GREW/continued to multiply AND SPREAD– As in 6:7; 9:31; 16:5; 19:20. Persecutions and persecutors come and go, but in and through all the changes in the attitudes of the rulers, and the public, God’s powerful word continues to be effective, as God’s obedient people witness to Christ, baptise converts and teach all that Jesus has taught, Mt 28:18-20. BARNABAS AND SAUL RETURNED.. WHEN THEY HAD FULFILLED/finished THEIR MINISTRY/mission- Diakonia The work of serving God and His people that had taken them from Antioch to Jerusalem, 11:29. taking JOHN.. MARK. 

13:1-12 The Holy Spirit Selects Barnabas & Saul for Special Work & they go to Cyprus

(Chapters 1 to 12 recorded the spread of the Gospel centred on the Jerusalem church, its Apostles, especially Peter and its helpers Stephen and Philip. God the Holy Spirit had directed each development until it reached its climax with Gentiles being baptised by the Spirit into Christ’s body-church at Caesarea, 10:44-46; 11:12.

The Apostle Peter and Cornelius were involved in the Gentile Pentecost, 10-11, but the great Gentile outreach came when the Holy Spirit broke into a prayer session of the Church leaders at Antioch, and commanded that they set apart and send out Barnabas and Saul, 13:2. Now, at God’s command, systematic evangelising of Gentiles commenced with Paul’s first Missionary journey into the area north of Antioch. He and Barnabas had been for a whole year sharing helpfully in the life and work of a flourishing church made up mostly of Gentile converts. It was from this sound basis of human supportive fellowship the Holy Spirit launched them into Paul’s God-ordained great life work. God deals with His servants as sons – acting in freely chosen self- sacrificing devotion as they are led of the Spirit to fulfil God’s purposes Gal 3:23-4:7; 5:1-6, 22-25; Heb 8:8-10, etc. 

It was when they were pre-occupied with God and His service that He showed them the next step forward – even God can’t steer a drifting boat! The 5 leaders of the church came from different social backgrounds, but were united in their earnest desire to glorify the Lord, and had set apart time for the service of God in prayer, worship etc. From them the Lord chose two to be sent out into the mission-field of the Gentile world, and three to maintain the local church, in its work, and support in prayer, etc of those sent. So that when they return with their report they can all join in praising the Lord for what He has done. This is an example to the Church for all time, of God-approved methods. 

Where synagogues existed Paul took the Gospel there first and when the Jewish leadership rejected them and the Gospel, they turned to witness directly to the Gentiles, 13:46. Where there was no synagogue they began their witness with the Gentile pagans as at Paphos and Derbe. As Peter confronted Simon the sorcerer, so Paul confronted Elymas, and both instances condemn sorcery and magical practices as wrong, weak, and foolish. 

This first mission to the Gentiles showed a good response to the Gospel message. Opposition was stirred up by Christ-rejecting Jews. And Paul shared the Gospel with a Roman Governor, and aimed at a good relationship with authorities. Cp Rom 13:1-7; 1 Tim 2:1-6; Titus 3:1-2. 

13:1 THE CHURCH- Ekklesia- The Congregation of Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, called out of the world to be His people. AT ANTIOCH there were CERTAIN PROPHETS- Preachers who had been given the special gift of receiving revelations direct from God, and proclaiming the message in conscious fellowship with Him. They did this by the Spirit and so were able to speak truthfully and convincingly. Cp 2:17-18; 1 Cor 14:29-32; Eph 3:5. Prophets come second in the lists of gifts, 1 Cor 12:28-29; Eph 2:20; 4:11. Cp Lk 11:49; Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:10. 

   The Jerusalem church commenced under the 12 Apostles and their witness to the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. At Antioch God worked through Prophets who provided new revelations and Teachers. This is appropriate as the great issue in this section is the nature and scope of Salvation, and of the Church – matters the Lord had not been able to reveal to the Apostles, Jn 16:12-14.

TEACHERS- Didaskalos- People who systematically taught the truth of God - Didache- Doctrine, teaching, as in 2:42, etc.
 Teaching is important in the church, and the Lord commanded it Mt 28:19. The Spirit of God has given teachers in the church the ability to understand and expound the Word of God simply and clearly. But to develop their gift and use it rightly they must give themselves to the study of God’s Word, in dependence on the Holy Spirit, and seek grace to live what they are learning. Intelligence and a good memory may help us to grasp aspects of God’s truth and their relationships with other truths, so that we can teach those truths to others. But our great need is a heart willing to obey what God teaches us, Jn 7:17, so that in conscious fellowship with Him, and His truth, we can pass it on to others with convincing clarity. Cp 1 Tim 4:16.

BARNABAS– As in 4:36; 9:27; 11:22-30; 12:25. Mentioned first, perhaps because he was the oldest in the faith. SIMON CALLED NIGER– A man with a Jewish name, and a dark complexion, possibly a Negro. A Simon from North Africa is mentioned in Lk 23:26. LUCIUS OF CYRENE– Perhaps one of the first to preach the Gospel to Gentiles in Antioch, 11:20. MANAEN- OT Menahem. BROUGHT UP WITH- Suntrophos– Often used of a companion reared with a prince to provide him with a playmate etc. A foster brother, or an intimate friend. HEROD THE TETRARCH- Mt 14:1-11, etc. He didn’t become like Herod – we can’t blame our background. Manaen reminds us God in grace calls all sorts of people. SAUL. They may all have been prophets and teachers. As with the 12 Apostles all we know of most of them is their names. God gave them their work and they did it to His glory, but in this brief record of the founding and growth of the church only a few people, places, and actions are mentioned as being typical of the whole. 

13:2 AS/While THEY- There may have been only the five brothers present, or they may have been leading a larger group of believers from the Antioch church, as the 12 did in 1:13-2:1. MINISTERED TO/were worshipping- Leitourgeo – Serving. Originally, serving in the public activities of a Greek city-state, including religious activities. In Heb 10:11 and the LXX it’s used of the serving done by the priests in the Tabernacle and Temple.
 Here their serving the Lord could include worshipping, praising, praying, interceding, collectively committing themselves and the work they were doing into the Lord’s hands for him to approve, redirect etc. This would make it an appropriate time for the Spirit to reveal a further step forward in His service in the Gospel. If other believers weren’t present when the Spirit commissioned Saul and Barnabas the church as a whole was soon drawn into fellowship with the Lord in this matter.

THE LORD AND FASTED/fasting- Nesteuo- to go without food. The first Gospel mission arose not from a strategic planning session by business-like church leaders, but from the Spirit guiding Leaders who were concentrating on worshipping the Lord. And like Cornelius, 10:30, they were so concerned to know and do God’s will that they postponed eating so as to be free to concentrate on prayer. This is pleasing to God if compatible with other obligations, 1 Cor 7:3-5.

THE HOLY Spirit SAID- Presumably through one of the prophets. SEPARATE/set apart for ME BARNABAS AND SAUL FOR THE WORK to which I HAVE CALLED THEM– Cp Ex 28:41. God had already made the decision. He had work for them to do, in sending His servants, or being sent. When He reveals His will it’s the responsibility of His people to do what He says. Whether any of them were already thinking that such work should be done, should be their responsibility, or not, is unclear. 

13:3 AND WHEN/So after THEY- The 5 people mentioned, and as responsible leaders under God, involving the whole church. Cp 6:1-6; 15:40. Paul had been told his calling at the time of his conversion, Gal 1:15-17, but now God announced it publicly. Both he and Barnabas were now apostles- sent ones of the church at Antioch. God had commissioned them, the members of the church at Antioch joined God in this, in effect saying “Amen” to God’s call-command. 

FASTED AND PRAYED- They had given up the ordinary concerns of life, including meal times in order to concentrate on worshipping God. When we’ve been given guidance, we shouldn’t rush off to organise how we’ll do it. They spent more time together in God’s presence concentrating on praying to know and do the will of God in the way He wanted it done – fellowshipping with Him in providing what they needed, encouraging them by their fellowship, etc. Cp 14:23; Neh 1:4; Mt 6:5, 16-18; Lk 6:12-16.

LAID/placed THEIR HANDS ON THEM- They were not being ordained to the office of ministry by senior members of a church hierarchy, or empowered by them. They had been serving the Lord actively and fruitfully. God had now told the church they were to take up a special new role which is not stated here, although it might already have been under consideration in the minds and hearts of the two men - they knew they were to be pioneer missionaries. 

THEY SENT THEM AWAY/off- Apoluo- To free fully, to release. The church at Antioch set them free from their duties there. It’s good when the sending church feels it a sacrifice to part with those they commend-send. They were breaking new ground, and in obedient dependence on the Spirit of God they were sending and being sent – and in due course would report back and be welcomed, 14:26-28. 

13:4-5 SO.. SENT- Pempo- not Apostollo on their way BY THE HOLY Spirit- Invisibly as well as by the visible actions of the Church at Antioch. Cp 4:31; 8:29, 39; 10:44; 16:6. SELEUCIA– The port city 16 miles from Antioch, evangelised, 11:19-20. 

SAILED/from there TO CYPRUS- Barnabas had come from Cyprus, 4:36, and there would be ships sailing to Cyprus so it was a logical mission-field. The Gospel had already reached Cyprus, 11:19, but no churches are mentioned. AT SALAMIS- The biggest city of Cyprus, and the closest to Seleucia. Secular history records many Jews living there, and several synagogues. PREACHED/proclaimed THE WORD OF GOD IN THE Jewish SYNAGOGUES- Paul did this regularly, 13:14; 14:1; 17:1, 10, 17; 18:4, 19; 19:8. It was the custom that any Jewish man should be given the opportunity to read or expound the Scriptures in the Synagogue. 

JOHN- If he was the John Mark of 12:12, he would have been able to give personal witness about the life and teachings of Christ. THEIR MINISTER/helper- It’s not recorded that the Holy Spirit said he was to come, so presumably it seemed to them a good idea to have him as a helper for the older men. And a helpful experience for him as a younger one – assistant missionary. Cp 16:1-2. As the Apostles weren’t in the habit of baptisng converts themselves, 10:48; 1 Cor 1:14-16, this duty may have fallen on Mark. 

13:6-7 GONE/travelled THROUGH THE whole island.. came to PAPHOS- On the western coast about 90 miles from Salamis. As it was the capital of the island the Governor’s residence was there. They would have witnessed to Christ in the smaller towns they passed through, but only in cities were there likely to be enough converts to establish a church. 

A Jewish  SORCERER- Magos. See note on Simon, 8:9-24. A man on the unholy fringe between Judaism and Idolatry, willing to use both for personal advantage. FALSE PROPHET- A man who claimed to speak for God, but what he said didn’t come from God. named BAR-JESUS– Aramaic Son of Joshua (Jesus, in Greek.) In places like Salamis the Jewish witness to the OT in the Synagogues pointed enquirers in the right direction. But Jew and Gentiles there needed to hear that the OT was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and His Gospel, and the promised blessing could be received only by faith in Him. At Paphos a Gentile who wished to know of God would have had only an apostate Jew whose message was the devil’s soul-destroying lies. These made no demand for repentance, or upright living, and walled men off from God and His truth. Cp Deu 18:9-14; Mk 1:21-27; 1 Tim 4:1-2; 1 Jn 2:18-23; 4:1-6; 2 Jn 7. 

WITH/an attendant of- The word suggests he was a member of the Governor’s court or a friend. The Governor might have hoped to gain from him some help from whatever Gods or spiritual powers might exist. Educated Romans had outgrown their traditional religion. Some of them in answer to Pilate’s question “What is truth?” would have replied that Emperor worship, though ridiculous, held the Empire together, so was useful. Others were willing to listen to philosophers, mystery religions, Jewish teachers etc. 

THE DEPUTY/pro-consul.. SERGIUS PAULUS- Cyprus at the time was a Senatorial Province, so the Governor was called a Proconsul as was Gallio at Corinth, 18:12. Tradition claimed that Sergius Paulus became a leader among the Christians and his daughter, and her son, were devoted Christians. Several people with similar names are mentioned in inscriptions, two being governors of Cyprus, but there’s no clear indication that either was this man. 

A/An PRUDENT/intelligent MAN– Sunetos- Intelligent, quick-minded. WHO CALLED/sent FOR BARNABAS AND SAUL because he wanted TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD- We’re not told why. To give a hearing to men who claimed to be bringing an important message from the true God was wise. And a wise governor would want to check that travelling teachers weren’t stirring up unrest.

13:8-11 BUT ELYMAS.. BY INTERPRETATION/name means- Bar-Jesus is his Jewish name. He may have been called Elymas by people speaking Greek WITHSTOOD/opposed THEM TURN AWAY THE DEPUTY/proconsul FROM THE FAITH– The truths taught in the Gospel, Jude 3. Their message cut the ground from underneath someone who made his living by claiming to work magic. If the Governor became a child of God, a child of the devil couldn’t make money out of him, or corrupt him. So that both Elymas and his master the Devil would be robbed of a victim.

THEN SAUL
 (ALSO CALLED PAUL)- Jews living among Gentiles often had a Roman name as well as a Jewish name. Saul, is a Hebrew word meaning “asked of God.” Paul, a Roman word, means “little.” Until now it has been Barnabas and Saul. God had appointed Paul to be His Apostle to the Gentiles, and from now on, among Gentiles it’s Paul and Barnabas until they return to the Jerusalem church where it’s Barnabas and Paul, 15:12. 

FILLED WITH THE HOLY Spirit– A reminder that while every Christian is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, He specially fills and empowers us for special needs. (It also implies that they were fully committed to, and surrendered to the will of God, and not acting in a flamboyant or high-handed manner in doing unusual things.) SET HIS EYES ON/looked straight at HIM/Elymas- as in 1:10; 3:4, 12; 6:15; 7:55 etc. 
O/you are FULL OF ALL kinds of SUBTLETY/deceit- Dolos- deceit, cunning, treachery. As in Mt 26:4; Mk 7:22; Rom 1:29; 1 Pet 2:1; LXX Deu 27:24; Ps 24:4. ALL MISCHIEF/trickery- Rhaidiourgia- Villainy, wickedness, bad laziness It’s used of theft, mishandling of funds, etc. CHILD OF THE DEVIL- Among Jews “son of” is used to show the character of a person - the quality of their behaviour. The pattern of life they are demonstrating is the same as the “parent” of that kind of behaviour. You are doing what the Devil does. You call yourself son of Joshua-Jesus, but your actions show that you are the son of the Devil! 
ENEMY OF ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS/that is right- The teachings and practices of sorcery and spiritism are destructive of moral righteousness and responsibility, as they guide people by their superstition, and their guidance is deceitful trickery with no relation to the truth. 
Will you never stop perverting THE RIGHT WAYS OF THE LORD- You’re always trying to twist the Lord’s truth into lies. In a sense it’s impossible to make the straight ways of the Lord and His Gospel crooked. But people can misdirect attention so that the good and true things the Lord says, and the intention the Lord had in saying them, are twisted into something quite different, and harmful. Cp 8:21; Prov 10:9; Isa 40:3-4; 59:8; Micah 3:9. Christ, and John His forerunner came to make the crooked paths straight, Lk 3:4, and the Gospel continues this grand work of God. Cp Hos 14:9. 

NOW.. THE HAND OF THE LORD IS UPON THEE/against you- The Lord’s power to judge and punish, as in 11:21. You are going to BE BLIND.. FOR A SEASON/time- He would lose his ability to see, for a time. As an Apostle – an authorised spokesman for his Lord – Paul was given the knowledge of the true character of Elymas, and of God’s will which he announced. This agent of Satan would be prevented from blinding the Governor to spiritual realities, the truth, 2 Cor 4:4, and would have his own spiritual blindness made clear to all by experiencing physical blindness. 

IMMEDIATELY.. A DARKNESS came over him.. HE WENT/groped ABOUT SEEKING someone TO LEAD HIM BY THE HAND- Cp Paul’s experience, 22:11. It sounds as if no one wanted to be associated with a man blinded by God, and weren’t willing to help him. The horror of spiritual blindness is that, if persisted in, in the miserable state of being without God and without hope, Eph 2:12 becomes the permanent loneliness of outer darkness, Mt 8:12. Elymas was like the spiritually blind rulers of Israel who refused to see that Jesus was the Messiah, and worked to prevent others from accepting Him, Mt 15:14; 23:23-24; Lk 11:57; Jn 9:39-41. While Jews and Gentiles as individuals have received Christ as their Saviour in every generation since, the blindness of Israel as a nation will continue until it’s removed by God; Rom 11:25-26. 

13:12 THE DEPUTY/proconsul.. SAW.. BELIEVED- That Paul had expressed God’s judgment on Elymas was proof that the Gospel he had spoken was truly a message from God. The rational, moral and spiritual superiority of Paul’s Gospel was clear. The blindness of Elymas showed that his magical spiritual power was both false and feeble. The Governor saw what happened, believed, was astonished. The temporary punishment might have helped bring Elymas to repentance - temporary blindness and permanent enlightenment had been Saul-Paul’s experience - so Paul’s words weren’t malicious. Spiritual sight (salvation) for the Governor was Paul’s aim, but that didn’t rule out a similar blessing for Elymas if he repented. 

BEING ASTONISHED/for he was amazed AT THE DOCTRINE/teaching OF/about THE LORD- He was greatly amazed at or astonished by what he had learnt about the Lord, the truth taught, not just by the miracle of punishment so he may have come to saving faith. It’s not stated clearly that he was converted, and there’s no mention of baptism or desire for further teaching and Christian fellowship. 

But at least he had seen the false prophet discredited, and had his mind impressed by the truth of God in the Gospel.

13:13 PAUL AND companions sailed TO PERGA- A large town but there is no evidence of a Jewish population or synagogue. They may not have preached much there until 14:25. JOHN left- Apochoreo- Was this bad? Scripture doesn’t say,
 and the word is used only in Mt 7:23; Lk 8:39. In the secular world the usual meaning was to leave because of a difference of opinion, or from cowardice. In 15:38 Aphistemi is used of his leaving and that word is used of wrong leaving in Lk 8:13; 1 Tim 4:1; Heb 3:12, but not in 5:38; 12:10; 22:29; Lk 2:37; 4:13; 13:27; 2 Cor 12:8; 1 Tim 6:5; 2 Tim 2:19. 

13:14-52 In Antioch of Pisidia

(Here there was a congregation praising God, reading and proclaiming His Word and attracting God-fearing, God-seeking Gentiles, and they invited Paul or Barnabas to preach to them. Paul’s message was like Peter’s, 2:14-39; 3:12-26; 10:34-43, and Stephen’s, 7:2-53, as he had a similar audience – people who already knew God from the OT, and were committed to Him. (In 14:14-18; 17:22-31. Paul spoke about God as revealed in Nature as that was all his hearers knew.) Paul surveyed Israel’s history up to David, and then moved on to David’s descendant - Israel’s Messiah. He is the true and permanent Deliverer, who fulfils the hopes raised by David’s triumph over Israel’s foes, and fulfils the promises. Paul emphasised that Jesus fulfilled what the prophets had said about the Messiah winning spiritual deliverance for His people, so that in Him men have their sins forgiven and are put right with God. God is faithful to His purposes of blessing for Israel, but as his hearers must choose between God’s will in Christ, and the will of their Jerusalem Rulers who rejected Him, he ends with a solemn warning against the sin of rejecting Christ.)

13:14-15 THEY CAME/went on TO Pisidian ANTIOCH- As Antiochus, a successor of Alexander the Great, ruled over a large area there were several towns called Antioch. This one had been in Pisidia, but was probably in Galatia at this stage. The town was on an important trade route between Syrian Antioch and Ephesus. Emperor Augustus had made it a Roman colony, and settled retired soldiers there, as a base for clearing out bandits to make the commercial route safer. Antiochus the Great had planted 2000 Jewish families in this Antioch. 

ON THE SABBATH DAY they entered the synagogue– The Lord had told Paul to bring the Gospel to the Gentiles, 9:15. But in doing this he continued to love his own people, and was eager for them to turn to Christ, Rom 9:1-3; 10:1; 1 Cor 9:20. He even accepted synagogue beatings as a disturber of the peace, in order to maintain his right to attend synagogues, 2 Cor 11:24. AND SAT DOWN- Rabbis and Synagogue rulers occupied the raised seats in front, Mt 23:6, Mk 12:39, so he may have sat with them, hoping to be asked to speak. But if seated in the congregation the Holy Spirit is well able to make things happen according to the will of God. 

AFTER THE READING OF/from THE LAW- The synagogue service began with the recitation of the Shema, Deu 6-5:4, followed by a reading from the Law (the five books of Moses). Cp 15:21. God’s Law was a major preparation of men’s minds for the Gospel, Gal 3:21-25. AND THE PROPHETS.- On Sabbaths and Feast days selections were read from the Former Prophets (Joshua to 2 Kings,) or Latter Prophets (Isaiah to Malachi, except Daniel.)
 

THE SYNAGOGUE rulers- There was usually only one “ruler” chosen from the Synagogue elders. He was responsible for arranging the services, readers, speakers, etc. It seems this congregation was so large that they felt they needed more than one ruler. The Roman Government recognised the Jews as a kind of nation, with a national religion, and Jews everywhere had the right to form a synagogue community ruled by its own elders who dealt with discipline within that community. Any respected Jewish man could take a turn at reading the Scripture, and if he had ability, also preach. On the raised platform was a shelter for the Scriptures, a reading stand, and a seat for the preacher, Mt 23:2. 
SENT word SAYING.. BRETHREN/Brothers- Brother Jews. Paul was a Rabbi, and may have dressed as one, but local Jews always welcomed Jewish travellers into their homes, so the fact that they were teachers of the Law would spread rapidly through the Jewish community. IF you HAVE a WORD/message OF EXHORTATION/encouragement.. please speak- It was usual for only one to speak, so they would mean “If either of you has something to say that will encourage us on in the things of God…” 

13:16 PAUL STOOD/standing UP– It was usual for Jews to honour God’s Word by standing to read it, but to sit down when preaching, as the Lord did Lk 4:20. It was Gentile custom to stand while addressing an audience. Paul may have chosen to follow Gentile custom – there may have been more God-fearers than Jews in the audience. Or Synagogues outside Israel may have adopted the Greek custom of people standing to speak. Or if Paul was short he may have needed to stand so that he could be seen and heard adequately. 

MEN OF ISRAEL AND Gentiles who FEAR/worship GOD- Gentiles who were attracted to what the OT taught about God, and of righteous living came to Jewish synagogues. They wanted to worship the God of the Bible, but did not submit to Law-keeping by being circumcised. In Judea they would have been despised, but in Gentile lands where Jews were a minority they were welcomed as protectors of Jews and supporters of Jewish welfare funds. See note on 10:2.

GIVE AUDIENCE/listen to me- As Peter and Stephen did, Paul began with their OT history, and went on to show its fulfilment in Christ, and urge people to move from OT Law, to the new, full revelation in Christ, Heb 1:1-3. The OT had showed that He is Sovereign, and that when He chooses He faces His people with a new challenge. Then they must move ahead in faith, or they will cease to be among the people who are blessed. (What happened to those who wanted to return to Egypt, Num 13:26-14:23, is a warning to those who refused God’s Messiah, and His Gospel, 1 Cor 10:1-11.) 

13:17-18 THE GOD OF THIS/the PEOPLE OF ISRAEL- Cp 13:17, 23, 24; Mt 15:31; Lk 1:68. CHOSE OUR FATHERS- God is the God of Israel, not because they chose Him out of a number of “gods”, but because the One and Only God chose Abraham and his descendants to be His people – and they are His people on the basis of His choosing alone, Deu 7:6-8; 9:4-6. God’s word, including the Gospel, is based on His sovereign choice. As Jews owed their existence to God’s sovereign choice of grace, they should have no objection to the Gospel, as it is His chosen-in-sovereign-grace fulfilment of the OT promises.

EXALTED/made THE PEOPLE prosper.. IN.. EGYPT– God greatly increased their numbers while they lived as foreigners in Egypt. They continued to grow in numbers even when enslaved. In Egypt the family of Jacob had become a nation. WITH A HIGH ARM/mighty power.. BROUGHT/led HE THEM OUT- Ex 6:1, 6; 32:11; Deu 3:24; 4:31; 6:21; 7:8; 9:6. 

SUFFERED/endured- Tropophoreo- To suffer, endure, put up with. About half the Mss, and the LXX of Deu 1:31 have- Trophophoreo- To nourish, feed, care for as a nurse. The Hebrew word in Deu 1:31 is Nasa- To lift. It means to carry and care for in Gen 21:18; 43:34; Num 11:12, etc. But to carry and put up with in Gen 4:13; 13:6; 18:24, Num 14:33. Of course both are true. They had been wilful rebellious children, but God patiently persisted in His loving purposes for them while putting up with their complaining. Cp Deu 2:7; 32:10. The adults who left Egypt failed to believe/obey God and died in the wilderness, Num 14:1-38. But their children survived to see God complete the work He had promised in Ex 3:8. God’s grace to them triumphing over their fretful resistance is an appropriate background to the current situation of Israel with God’s grace in the Gospel triumphing – in Believers - over the rejection of Israel’s Messiah by her rulers. 

13:19-21 HE DESTROYED/overthrew SEVEN NATIONS IN.. CANAAN- He caused seven tribes of people to be defeated and killed. Cp Deu 7:1; Josh 3:10; 24:11. DIVIDED/gave THEIR LAND TO his people BY LOT/as their inheritance- To us an inheritance is property left to us when someone dies. In Scripture it is what God gives to His people. So, God made His people owners of the land. this took ABOUT.. FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS– Four hundred years in Egypt, Gen 15:13, forty years in the desert, ten years gaining possession of the land to the point where it was shared out among the tribes. (Some Mss seem to apply the 450 years to the period of the Judges, but that’s a shorter period of time. 

AFTER THAT/this HE/God GAVE THEM JUDGES– Strong leaders raised up by God to deliver Israel from oppression by enemies, and often Godly enough to encourage them to be loyal to the Lord and not lapse into complete idolatry. Cp Jdg 2:18; 3:9, 15; 6:34, etc. As part of their work they judged and settled disputes in their area. UNTIL the time of SAMUEL THE PROPHET- The last and greatest Judge. He raised Israel from defeat to a victory over the Philistines, 1 Sam 7:3-15. He lived a long and honourable life to God’s glory, but his greatest work was as spokesman for God, in the setting up of the kingdom, 1 Sam 9:16-10:26; 12:1-25, etc. Then the people DESIRED/asked for A KING- They asked Samuel to appoint a king to rule over them, 1 Sam 8:4-6. GOD/he GAVE THEM SAUL.. who ruled FORTY YEARS- The length of Saul’s reign isn’t made clear in the OT, but one statement in Josephus says 18 years with Samuel, 22 after Samuel’s death. 

13:22 WHEN HE HAD REMOVED/removing Saul– He had been chosen as King, but disqualified himself and had been rejected, 1 Sam 15:23. An object lesson to God’s chosen people the Jews who would disqualify themselves and be rejected if they continued to reject Christ, Gal 6:14-16. HE RAISED UP/made- Egeiro. As Egeiro is used of God bringing the Lord Jesus into the world, 13:23; Lk 1:69, and of His being raised from the dead, 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40, it’s interesting that here it’s used of David the Shepherd boy being raised to the throne of Israel, by God. Cp the raising up of the prophet like Moses, Deu 18:15-18. DAVID THEIR KING- See 1 Sam 13:14; Ps 89:19-21. 

TO WHOM HE GAVE TESTIMONY/testified concerning him, I HAVE FOUND DAVID THE SON OF JESSE A MAN AFTER MINE OWN HEART- This comes partly from 1 Sam 13:14 and partly from Ps 89:20-21. Note the surrounding verses. God “found” David, in the sense of having looked at him and at other men, saw that David was unusually suitable for the role of King over His people Israel – the kind of man God liked. The ways in which this was true aren’t spelled out for us. Any fool can point out David’s sins and short-comings – aspects of his life that were hateful to God and to good people. But in trustful dependence on God he was willing to give his life for them, and to remove Goliath’s insult to the God of Israel. Broken men came to him in his rejection and became mighty men. He patiently kept from revenge on Saul. And in joy and sorrow he turned to God and poured out his heart in Psalms that have led the people of God to pour out their hearts to Him ever since. 
WHICH SHALL FULFIL/he will do ALL MY WILL/I want him to do– Not that he was sinless, but under Samuel and David God transformed Israel from cowards living in fear of the Philistines, with no hope or desire to live as God’s people, Jdg 15:11-13, into the happy people of Solomon, Jerusalem and its Temple. From David the deliverer of Israel, a man in many ways after God’s heart, Paul could go on to point to Christ THE man entirely after God’s heart, Mt 17:5.  

13:23-25 OF/From THIS MAN’S SEED/descendants- These words begin the sentence in Greek to emphasize that Jesus is descended from David. GOD, has RAISED UNTO/brought to ISRAEL A/the SAVIOUR- Soter- One who saves people. In Acts the word is used only here and in 5:31. JESUS as he promised- 2 Sam 7:12-16. Cp 2 Sam 22:51; Ps 18:50. It required courage to announce to those whose rulers had crucified Christ that He was in fact the Messiah, the one and only Saviour. 

WHEN JOHN HAD FIRST PREACHED BEFORE- Eisodos- Eis- Into, Hodos– A way, The word is used in 1 Th 1:9; 2:1; Heb 10:19; 2 Pet 1:11. The opposite of Exodos, which is used in Lk 9:31; Heb 11:22; 2 Pet 1:15. HIS/the COMING of Jesus John preached- The importance of John Baptist and His work is stressed. It’s a clear link between Jesus and His role as Messiah, and the OT promises of His coming, 1:5. Cp 10:36-43. 

THE BAPTISM OF/and REPENTANCE TO ALL ISRAEL- John preached that if they wanted the blessing God had promised every Jew must repent - be sorry for their sins - and be baptised to show they wanted to stop sinning and be dead to their old sinful way of life. This was preparation for Christ, and Christ’s provision of the Holy Spirit to bring new life to them, a new nature and a new desire to live in fellowship with God. Under the Gospel the granting of life in Christ is preceded by the granting of repentance to the Sinner, 11:18. 

AS JOHN FUFLILLED HIS COURSE/was completing his work- Dromos- An athletic competition. The race he was to run, course he had to follow. Cp Paul, 2 Tim 4:7. Was completing is in the imperfect tense. The closing of John’s ministry overlapped with the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. HE SAID WHOM DO YOU THINK I AM? I AM NOT HE/the one- As in Jn 1:19-27, John is making it clear that he is not Messiah, the Christ. He is only the one who goes ahead of Him to announce that he is coming- He is starting His work, and I am finishing mine. And He is infinitely more important than I am - the SHOES ON HIS FEET/sandals I AM NOT WORTHY TO LOOSE/untie- It would be an honour for me to do the menial servant’s work of taking off his sandals for him. 

13:26-42  Second Part of Paul’s Address

(Paul had introduced the Gospel by showing that in sovereign grace God had chosen Abraham, delivered Israel from Egypt, and in spite of their unbelief and rebellion carried them though the wilderness into the promised land. He hadn’t mentioned Moses and the Law Covenant with the Jews as that shut the Gentiles out, and the Law can’t bring forgiveness or justification for anyone, 13:38-39. Instead he told how God had granted Israel deliverance through Judges until He had provided for them David the king. From David Paul introduces the Gospel through promises made to him, 13:23, 32, and these included the Gentiles. Cp Gal 3:15-29; 4:22-5:1. He declared that from David’s descendants God had brought to Israel His Son, their Saviour, Jesus the Christ. All God had done in the past had been done in grace, and now in grace He was offering Christ as Saviour to all who would believe.)

13:26-27 MEN.. BRETHREN/Brothers, CHILDREN OF.. ABRAHAM, AND GOD-fearing Gentiles- For the core of his message he addresses his hearers afresh as in 13:16. TO YOU/us- Some Mss have YOU– The message was for the hearers. Others have us- The message was for Paul the preacher as well as for his hearers. IS THE WORD/this message OF SALVATION has been SENT- Those who by being in the Synagogue to pray and praise God as revealed in the OT, and hear the Law and the Prophets read – Jews or Gentiles – are the ones to whom the fulfilment of the promises of Salvation should be first proclaimed. He will soon show that the Salvation he is proclaiming brings forgiveness of sins, and justification – spiritual things – not the material blessing which are involved in many of the promises. Cp Rom 1:5.

The people of JERUSALEM, AND THEIR RULERS. BECAUSE THEY KNEW HIM/did NOT recognise Jesus NOR YET THE VOICES OF THE PROPHETS.. READ EVERY SABBATH- They did not recognise that He was the Saviour. And did not (or refused to) recognise and understand that Jesus was the One who fulfilled the promises made through the prophets, including Abraham, Gen 20:7; 22:18, and Moses 3:22-23; Deu 18:15-19.
 This is the vital, difficult part of the Gospel message, a crucified Saviour, stumbling-block to Jews, folly to Gentiles, 1 Cor 1:23-25; Gal 6:12-14. 

Yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets- They had been blind to the prophecies and yet in their hatred of Jesus of Nazareth they had fulfilled the prophecies of the Messiah’s death and spiritual triumph. That the Jewish rulers and the citizens of the holy city of Jerusalem had killed the Messiah of Israel was a terrible accusation - the worst possible sin. No Jew would accept it easily, and Paul passes quickly to the fact that their guilty actions had not frustrated God’s purposes of Grace - it was the means by which God’s grace triumphed over all sin and sins, and made the blessings promised freely available to all. Cp 3:17-19; 1 Cor 2:8. 
13:28-29 THOUGH THEY FOUND NO CAUSE/proper ground for a DEATH sentence- They had wanted to kill Jesus as early as Lk 6:7-11. They condemned Him to death before the trial began, Mk 14:1-2; Jn 11:44-53, but couldn’t get grounds for a death sentence even by offering bribes - except His admitting the truth, that He was the Messiah, Mt 26:59-66. Mk 14:55-64. YET.. PILATE to have him executed- He was crucified, a punishment under Roman Law, as the Jewish rulers demanded. Yet the Roman Judge insisted there were no grounds for condemning Christ when he finally gave in to their demand, Mt 27:22-25; Lk 23:14-25.

WHEN THEY HAD FULFILLED/carried out ALL THAT WAS WRITTEN OF/about HIM- The OT had promised that He would suffer, Ps 22; Isa 53; Zech 12:10; 13:6-7, etc. They made sure that He did suffer. THEY TOOK HIM DOWN FROM THE TREE AND LAID HIM IN A SEPULCHRE/tomb- Luke knew that Christ was buried by his friends, after the Roman soldiers took the body down from the cross, Lk 23:50-55; Jn 19:38-42. But the crucifiers were associated with this. Pilate gave permission to Joseph of Arimathea so he could be considered to be acting on Pilate’s behalf, and the Chief Priests demanded and received responsibility for keeping the Lord’s body in the tomb. 

13:30-31 BUT GOD– Two glorious words that defeat and cancel man’s sin and folly. RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD- This is the heart of the Gospel, 2:24; 3:15; 4:10-11; 5:30-32; 10:40. When out of jealousy Saul had decreed the death of David, God raised him up as king. When Israel’s rulers out of jealousy decreed that Jesus would die, Mt 27:18, God allowed them to kill Him, and then physically raised Him from the dead. The Rulers had done all they could, not only murdering Jesus, but guarding the tomb to prevent even a rumour of the resurrection, Mt 27:62-65. God’s action triumphs over their sin in crucifying Christ and fulfils the promise, so Paul can proclaim the Gospel as good news. 

HE WAS SEEN- On many occasions over many days, 1:3. BY those who HAD COME UP/had travelled WITH HIM FROM GALILEE- They had been with Him for three years as His disciples, so knew Him well before His death. Therefore they could give absolute assurance that it was the One they had seen crucified who they were now seeing in resurrection, and hearing Him repeat and explain what He had already been teaching them. WHO/They ARE now HIS WITNESSES- 2:32; 5:32; 10:41. UNTO/to THE/our PEOPLE- This was particularly true of the 12 Apostles, authorised key witnesses, 1:21-22. But others who had known Him for a shorter time such as disciples from Judea like Joseph of Arimathea, Nicodemus and Cleopas, Lk 24:13-32, also saw the risen Christ, 1 Cor 15:3-8.

13:32-33 WE– Barnabas and I, didn’t go up with Him from Galilee as the eye-witnesses of the resurrection did, 1:21-22. But we are here in Antioch to DECLARE UNTO/tell YOU GLAD TIDINGS/the good news- Of the Cross, the empty tomb, and of the wonderful blessings that result. The Gospel is securely based on the witness of those who had known Him most closely, 1:3-11, 21-26, and is proclaimed in the Spirit’s power from the Day of Pentecost onward, 1:8. (Peter at Pentecost was speaking as a witness to the resurrection to Jews directly involved in the crucifixion. Paul is speaking to Jews not directly involved, and he is speaking as an evangelist, so doesn’t complicate his message by giving his personal witness to having seen Christ in Glory.)
THAT THE PROMISE.. MADE UNTO/what God promised THE/our FATHERS– The Gospel arises from the promises and their fulfilment in Jesus the Christ. Paul as a Jew is talking about the promises made to the Jewish fathers. But it also applies to the Gentiles who had chosen to associate themselves with the Jews, their God, their Scripture and its promises. 

GOD HATH FULFILLED UNTO/for US THEIR CHILDREN- God made promises to the Fathers which we read in the OT, and these have been fulfilled in Jesus Christ for the present generation of descendants, as proclaimed in the Gospel. As the promises included blessings on the Gentiles the fulfilment was for Gentile Believers as well. Cp Rom 4:1-17; Gal 3:6-9, 26-29; 6:15-16. God didn’t allow the unbelief and rebellion of one generation of Israel in the wilderness to stop His loving care of Israel fulfilling its purpose, and Israel entered the promised land, 13:18-19. And God would not let the wicked unbelief of one generation of Israel, Jn 15:22-25, stop Him from fulfilling His promises concerning the Messiah, Christ. Those physically descended from the fathers, the Jews, may have the blessings, but only by faith. And the Gentiles may have the blessings also, by faith, Jn 1:12; Rom 3:21-30; 4:10-17; 1 Cor 1:21-24; Gal 3:22-29; Eph 1:19. 
IN THAT HE HATH RAISED/by raising UP JESUS AGAIN- “Again” isn’t in the Greek [RT] or [Nes]. As Paul is talking of the fulfilment of Ps 2:7 we are also reminded that God raised up Jesus in other senses - Christ was raised up by God as Moses and David were, 3:22, 26; 7:37; 13:22, etc.
 (The resurrection of Christ is dealt with in 13:30-31.) 

AS.. WRITTEN IN THE SECOND PSALM- Disciples witnessed to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And so did the OT Scriptures which promised that God’s servant-Son would be acknowledged by the Father, and raised from the dead. THOU ART/You are MY SON, THIS DAY/today I HAVE BEGOTTEN THEE/become your Father- Two ways of saying the same thing – in the natural world when a son is born a man becomes a father at that point of time. 

   The statement made in Ps 2:7 is a good example of the flexibility of OT Hebrew in which many threads of meaning may be woven into a glorious whole. Our minds can’t fully understand the spiritual truth stated here, but we can think reverently of some of its aspects spoken of in Gods Word: God has been Father and Son eternally, Jn 1:1-5, and yet at Bethlehem the Son was given, Isa 9:6, and the angels rejoiced and worshipped Him, Lk 2:13-14; Heb 1:6. The eternal Son of God became human and in a special sense the Revealer of God, and God’s Message to mankind, while remaining in union with the Father Jn 1:14-18; Heb 1:1-7. 

David was the Lord’s anointed- Mashiach – Messiah, 1 Sam 16:13, but in human weakness, and imperfection, 2 Sam 3:39. His descendant Jesus was God’s perfect Servant-Son, 2 Sam 7:12-16, and when He took up His ministry He was anointed by the Spirit and the Father acknowledged Him as His Servant-Son-Messiah, Mt 3:14-17; Mk 1:10-11; Lk 3:21-22. (Some Mss have more of Ps 2 quoted there.) The Sonship of Jesus is affirmed again at the Transfiguration, Mt 17:5; Mk 9:7; Lk 9:35; 2 Pet 1:17, and in the vineyard parable, Lk 20:13.

13:34 God RAISED HIM UP FROM THE DEAD, NO MORE TO RETURN never TO CORRUPTION/decay- The Lord’s experience wasn’t like that of Lazarus who, after being resurrected, later died a normal death and his body decayed. Jesus Christ was raised in a body that can never die and decay, and one day we will be like Him. 1 Cor 15:42-57. 

HE SAID/stated in these words I WILL GIVE YOU THE holy and SURE MERCIES/blessings- The Greek text has Hosios- Holy things, as Paul is quoting from the LXX Isa 55:3, (The translators of the LXX seem to have misread Chesed- Mercies as Chasid– Holiness, so wrote Hosios.) But KJV/Niv are right as the Hebrew MT has Chesed. The word is used for the kindness of family loyalty in Gen 24:49, etc, but mostly for the mercy/covenanted-kindness God shows in dealing with His people, Gen 24:27; 32:10; 39:21; Ex 15:13, etc including every verse of Ps 136. Of course God’s mercies are holy, and His holiness is merciful.

OF/promised to DAVID- God did not give up His holy One to corruption. He did give Him the sure mercies of David. Cp 2 Chr 6:42. God had promised to David an everlasting kingdom for his descendants. Descendants ruled in Jerusalem for many years with varying success, but that had ended 400 years before. The Risen Christ was the only descendant of David who would never die, and His is the only Kingdom in which there could be total righteousness, peace, holiness, as promised in Isa 9:6-7 etc. 

I will give you- The you is plural and emphatic, so must refer to people who trust in Jesus Christ. God’s mercies to David in the ups and downs of his life were faithful. This pictured and gave hints of the perfect relationship between the Father and the Son in which He made total provision that we too might receive similar mercies, by faith. He has pioneered, or authored the answer to sin, decay and death, Heb 2:9-10. Isa 55 trumpets out the offer of Grace to all mankind who are willing to forsake their wicked ways. 

13:35-37 It is stated IN ANOTHER PSALM/elsewhere You will NOT SUFFER/let your HOLY ONE SEE CORRUPTION/decay- Quoted by Peter in 2:27. The risen Christ has defeated death, and so death and decay have no more power over Him, and ultimately no power over those who trust Him, live in Him, 1 Cor 15:54-57. DAVID, AFTER HE HAD SERVED God’s purposes in HIS OWN GENERATION BY THE WILL OF GOD- His service was limited to a single lifetime. He FELL ON SLEEP/asleep- David served his generation in the will of God, and in the will of God fell asleep. WAS LAID/buried WITH HIS FATHERS, and his body decayed- As in 2:29, the promises God made to David weren’t fulfilled in his own life. 

BUT HE/the one WHOM GOD RAISED AGAIN/from the dead SAW NO CORRUPTION/did not see decay- Jesus died, His dead body was laid in the grave. It did not decay and it was transformed into a spiritual, deathless body. Cp 1 Cor 15:49-54; 1 Jn 3:1-2. The argument begun in 13:33 is now closed, and Paul continues with His witness to Christ, His work and Gospel. 

13:38-39 BE IT KNOWN THEREFORE.. MEN AND BRETHREN/my brothers, I want you to know- Paul has stated the OT promises and their fulfilment in Christ. Now he states the Gospel good news based on those facts. THAT THROUGH THIS MAN/Jesus- This descendant of David whose life, death, resurrection and exaltation had made the sure mercies available to us. IS PREACHED/proclaimed.. FORGIVENESS OF SINS- The proclamation of the offer of forgiveness of sins is the result of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ which had fulfilled the prophecies. Paul could announce confidently that in Christ forgiveness of sins is offered to all who believe in Him. Cp Rom 4:22-25; 1 Cor 15:3-4. (Repentance precedes and makes possible the forgiveness of sins – The sinful actions of people who insist that there was nothing wrong in what they did, can’t be forgiven.)

BY/Through HIM ALL THAT BELIEVE/everyone who believes is JUSTIFIED- Everyone who believes in Him is justified, but also everyone who believes is justified in Him.
 Christ’s resurrection gives the assurance that His death for us has provided righteousness for us, Rom 4:25. See 10:43; Rom 3:21-22; 10:4-11; Gal 1:6; 2:16. Forgiveness deals with the past, but doesn’t change the present or the future, as it leaves the sinful nature unchanged. We need something more – to be made right with God and capable of living in that state of rightness, and that is what Justification means. 

FROM ALL THINGS/everything.. you COULD NOT BE JUSTIFIED from BY THE LAW OF MOSES- Paul had struggled hard to keep God’s Law, and as long as he thought of it in terms of outward behaviour felt proud, Phil 3:6. Cp Lk 18:11-14. But when he listened to the Spirit’s true understanding of the Law he realised the sinfulness of his nature Rom 7:7-15. As the Law is holy and righteous it condemns all sin, and sinners, Gal 3:10-14; Jas 2:8-11, etc. Its role is to show us that there are many things for which we need God’s forgiveness, and to drive us to Christ, who by putting His Spirit in us sets us free to live righteously, Rom 6:7-8:4; Gal 3:21-29.
 

13:40-41 BEWARE THEREFORE/Take care THAT what THE PROPHETS have said- In Hab 1:5. Note that Hab 2:4 is the OT basis for the doctrine of justification by faith in Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38. does not happen to you- Christ provides forgiveness of sins and justification by God, and the Gospel offers them freely in Christ to all who put their trust in Him. This fulfilled promises made through the OT prophets, but they also warned that to refuse or ignore the offer is disaster. Cp 3:22-23; Jn 15:22-23; Heb 10:26-31. In the Gospel God pleads with sinners, Ezek 18:30-32; 33:11, and they choose life and believe, or choose death by refusing to listen to God. Cp Deu 30:19-20. 

BEHOLD/Look YOU DESPISERS/scoffers- The [MT] of Hab 1:5 has among the nations. A Dead sea scroll has despisers, as does the LXX. WONDER, AND PERISH- Hab 1:5. To refuse God’s merciful provision will doom anyone. Cp Isa 29:14; Prov 1:24-31. By refusing their Messiah, Christ, and resisting His Gospel for 40 years, the Jewish nation would perish in the destruction of Jerusalem AD 70, Mt 23:33-39. But in every age it applies to eternal judgment on those who fail to welcome God’s Saviour, 3:17-23; 4:10-12. The rulers of a large and influential synagogue would find it easy to despise two wandering Christian preachers and their message, so Habakuk’s warning was appropriate. They might seem insignificant – as Noah had in his generation, and as Moses had to Pharaoh – but in each case the hearers had God to deal with, not a mere man. Hearers may have reason to feel superior to the preacher, but if they ignore God’s message, disaster is inevitable.

FOR I WORK A WORK/am going to do something.. you would never BELIEVE
 even if someone told YOU- The unbelief of Israel, and other hearers of the Gospel in no way weakened its challenge. God had foreseen that unbelief, and warned of it and its consequences. Just as He had foreseen Israel’s rejection of her Messiah, and written of it plainly in Isa 53. 

13:42-52 Reactions to the Synagogue Sermon

(The congregation found what Paul had said interesting, but while all could enjoy a lively debate on possible interpretations of Scripture, it was quite another thing to change the whole direction of life and worship. This was especially true of the synagogue rulers. When they saw more people coming to hear Paul and Barnabas speak for Jesus Christ than came to hear them speak for Moses they reacted as Saul had done to God’s choice of David. (Cp The response at Nazareth to the Lord’s mentioning Gentiles being blessed, Lk 4:16-30.) The Gentiles were delighted to hear from the Jewish Scriptures God’s loving purposes for them. The blunt words of Paul and Barnabas resulted in many conversions, and their being expelled from the town. That the converts were left rejoicing showed the presence of God’s Spirit in them, and His being able to complete the work of teaching and transforming them.) 

13:42-43 WHEN THE JEWS WERE GONE OUT OF/As Paul and Barnabas were leaving THE SYNAGOGUE THE GENTILES/people invited THEM to speak.. these things on THE NEXT SABBATH- There would have been meetings on Monday and Thursday, but many would not be free to come until the next Sabbath. NOW WHEN THE CONGREGATION WAS BROKEN UP/dismissed- Luo– Loosed, set free - in the sense of breaking up into groups to go in different directions to their homes. People could then choose their company, and the conversation that follows would have happened out in the street. MANY JEWS.. RELIGIOUS PROSELYTES/devout converts to Judaism- Those who were full members of the synagogue were first to claim the privilege of speaking to the visiting preachers. Gentile God-fearers would be expected to keep in the background until they heard Paul’s assurance, 13:46-48. 

FOLLOWED PAUL AND BARNABAS- Those who had followed their Gospel message gladly now followed them physically to their lodgings to talk with them. Cp The Lord’s first disciples in Jn 1:35-42. WHO.. PERSUADED/urged THEM TO CONTINUE IN THE GRACE- Charis as in 4:33; 11:23; Lk 2:40; Jn 1:14-16. OF GOD- In grace God had sent His Son for us sinners, Jn 3:16. In grace He had sent Paul and Barnabas to preach the Gospel to them, 13:2. Some had accepted God’s grace, committed themselves to Christ, and were urged to go on with Him. Others may not have reached that stage but their interest had been aroused, and they were urged to go on into faith and life in Christ. This instruction, explanation, etc would have filled the week. 

13:44-45 On THE NEXT SABBATH DAY ALMOST THE WHOLE CITY gathered- Gathered into the area where the synagogue was, hoping to get in to hear the preaching. They came TO HEAR THE WORD OF GOD- Not just to hear Paul – he made no attempt to show off his personal wisdom or oratory, 1 Cor 1:20-2:5; 2 Cor 10:10. God’s Word says the truth, and this verse is the word of God. But we must avoid the solemn nonsense of insisting that about 95% of the citizens were in the synagogue– their sports stadium seated 20,000! God chose to speak to us in everyday language, and is simply saying something like “Crowds of people from all over the city went to the synagogue the next Sabbath.”

BUT WHEN THE JEWS SAW THE MULTITUDE/crowds THEY WERE FILLED WITH ENVY/jealousy-
 Many of the Jewish hearers had heard the Gospel gladly, 13:43. But the word “Jews” here means the Christ-rejecting Jews who like their rulers in Jerusalem were determined to remain Jews and not become Christian Jews. From 9:22-23 on this is the usual meaning for the word “Jews,” as in 12:3, 11; 13:45, 50; 14:2, 4, 5; 17:5, 13; 18:12; 20:3, etc. Cp Gal 1:13. CONTRADICTING AND BLASPHEMING/talked abusively against what Paul was saying- They said that what Paul was preaching was lies. They made insulting remarks about Paul, and against Christ – and as He is God that is blasphemy. Cp the Jewish reaction to Jesus in Lk 5:21; 22:65; 23:39. Arguing has little value, and tends to produce blasphemy, 2 Tim 2:24-26. 

13:46-47 THEN PAUL AND BARNABAS answered them boldly- Spoke bluntly, not caring who heard what they said. IT WAS NECESSARY/We had to speak THE WORD OF GOD to you- Paul’s sermon had made it clear that the Gospel message was the fulfilment of Jewish history and prophecy. In a sense it belonged to them, and so they had the right to be the first in the town to hear it. Since YOU PUT IT FROM YOU/reject it- Apotheomai is used in 7:27, 39, and the LXX of 1 Sam 12:22; Ps 78:60, 67. AND JUDGE YOURSELVES UNWORTHY/do not consider yourselves worthy- In 13:27-28 the Jewish Rulers judged Jesus and condemned Him to death without any reason worthy of death. So here the Jews in rejecting His Gospel judged/condemned themselves to eternal death. 

OF EVERLASING/eternal LIFE- The Leading Jews of the synagogue rejected Christ and His Gospel, too proud to stand with sinners and rely on Salvation by grace offered to sinners. The Preachers pointed out that although they thought they were too good for the Gospel of grace, the truth was that like the Pharisee in Lk 18:9-14, they were showing themselves unfit for God to give them Salvation. In terms of Jn 3:19-20 their evil deeds – of self-righteous pride – kept them from the light of the Gospel. Cp Peter’s words in 1 Pet 5:5-6, and Paul’s words in Rom 9:30-10:4, 16-21. Eternal Life is life that will never end, never die, but the Bible is also talking about a quality of life – the life of the eternal God, life with no destructive or limiting elements in it, abundant life, Jn 10:10. It’s life in fellowship with Him, Jn 17:3. Life that is incorruptible as gold, that is pure light with no darkness in it, 1 Jn 1:5-7, pure righteous joy and love, etc, so real life that never ends. 

WE now TURN TO THE GENTILES– Not that they would never again share the Gospel with Jews. But having shared the Gospel with Jews and won some converts they would not waste their time and energy continuing to try to give the Gospel to Christ-rejecting Jews as their only response was to shout insults and rejections, Rom 10:21. It was better to spend their time teaching Gospel-ignorant Gentiles, and they would concentrate on that, with the help of converted Jews. Paul had been commissioned to take the Gospel to Gentiles, 9:15; 22:17-21; 26:17-18, etc. 

FOR this is what THE LORD has COMMANDED- 1:8; Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15. Cp Mt 21:28-43. TO BE A LIGHT UNTO/for THE GENTILES- Isa 49:6. Isaiah was speaking of the Lord Jesus Himself, Lk 2:32. But all Gospel preachers are a light in the sense that they preach Christ who is THE Light, proclaiming Him so that people could come to know Him as Saviour and Lord, so the quote was appropriate. bring SALVATION UNTO/to THE ENDS OF THE EARTH- Right to where we are. It is through Christ the Light of the world, proclaimed by His obedient servants, that Salvation reaches throughout the whole world, and everywhere saves the people who believe. 

13:48-49 THE GENTILES.. WERE GLAD AND GLORIFIED/honoured THE WORD OF THE LORD- Often it’s said that people praise/glorify God. Here it’s the Gospel Message they rejoiced in and praised and in doing so were glorifying the One who provided the wonderful things that the Gospel offers. A special reason for joy to Gentile hearers was that Salvation and life in Christ didn’t require them to cut themselves off from family and friends by being circumcised and keeping the food laws, etc. To take what God offers in Jesus Christ and His Gospel, Ps 116:12-19 rejoice in them and glorify God is the right response, 4:21 5:41; 8:8, 39; 11:18, 23; Lk 5:25-26; 7:16; 10:17, 20; 13:13, 17, etc. 
AS MANY AS WERE ORDAINED UNTO/appointed for- Tasso- arranged, set out in order. The word is used in 15:2; 22:10; 28:23; Mt 28:16; Lk 7:8; Rom 13:1; 1 Cor 16:15, and these verses help to make the meaning clear. ETERNAL LIFE BELIEVED- This statement of sovereign election is to be taken at its face value. God in His Word makes clear that before the world was made He knew and chose those who would be saved, 9:15; 22:14; Mt 20:16; 22:14; Jn 6:44; 13:18; 15:16, 19; 1 Cor 1:27-28; Eph 1:4; 2 Th 2:13; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 17:14. God’s Word teaches with equal emphasis that He has provided Salvation, Eternal Life, for all, Jn 1:12, 29; 3:16-21, 36, which anyone can have by believing and receiving Christ.
 The Gospel offer must be made to everyone, and every person is responsible for choosing or refusing Christ, Mt 22:3; 23:37-38; Lk 13:34; Jn 1:12; 3:16-20; 6:51; 7:37; 10:9, Rev 3:20; 22:17. 

THE WORD OF THE LORD WAS PUBLISHED/spread THROUGHOUT ALL/through THE whole REGION- People in the country round about heard the Gospel, or about the Gospel. Paul and Barnabas couldn’t cover the whole area, but converts would spread the Gospel to their relations and friends, and general gossip about the confrontation and expulsion would spread widely.

13:50-51 BUT THE JEWS STIRRED UP/incited THE DEVOUT/God-fearing AND HONOURABLE WOMEN/of high standing- Rich and influential women who attended the Jewish synagogue. Many intelligent women went there because under Jewish Law women had a higher standing than in pagan religions. Many men held back from committing themselves to Judaism, as that required them to be circumcised. It would be easy for them to influence their husbands to take action against the Missionaries in the interest of the synagogue rulers. The rapid growth of the number of Believers in Christ would increase the jealousy of the Jews as most of these converts to Christ had been converts to the synagogue, or prospective converts. Even Godly Christian leaders and congregations can become very upset at the loss of members and interested contacts when they are drawn to another church group. Those of us who do our best to not become a sect or denomination are not exempt from this jealousy. 

THE CHIEF/leading MEN OF THE CITY- They would have many slaves, and it would be easy for them to give rewards for harassing the preachers and any riot they started would be a threat to market stalls, and property generally. Similar things happen between rival political parties at election time in many countries. They RAISED/stirred up PERSECUTION.. EXPELLED THEM- Stirred the people to attack Paul and Barnabas so that they were driven from the city, probably with sticks and stones. Cp 14:5, 19; 2 Tim 3:11. Acts records the ever-spreading triumph of the Gospel, but it also records the cost of that triumph in suffering by the servants of the crucified Christ. 

THEY SHOOK OFF THE DUST from THEIR FEET in protest AGAINST THEM- Cp Mt 10:13-15; Lk 9:4-5; 10:10-12. Where God’s message is refused and rejected God rejects the rejecters. They had warned of judgment, 13:41, and now symbolised that God’s judgment must fall on that place, and by shaking off its dust they disowned the city, its action and the judgment it would bring. Cp 18:6; 22:22-23. AND went TO ICONIUM

13:52 THE DISCIPLES WERE FILLED WITH JOY- The Jews and Gentiles who had received the Gospel, and Christ, were now His disciples. They may not have realised they were also brothers and saints, but as believers are obeyers, they knew they were disciples and were working at being that gladly in the joy of having sins forgiven and of being right with God. 

AND WITH THE HOLY Spirit- Persecution robbed them of the preachers, but that made clear to them that their life and joy depended on the Holy Spirit. And no human opposition could rob them of God’s love and care, or frustrate His good purposes in their lives as His children. Cp Rom 8:29-39. Throughout Acts Luke is careful to show that local churches are established and flourish by the work of the Holy Spirit and the resultant joy of the Believers in Christ and Salvation, 2:4; 4:31; 8:8, 17, 39; 9:31; 10:44; 13:2. Cp Gal 3:3; 5:22; 1 Th 1:6.

14:1-20  Evangelising Iconium, Lystra & Derbe

 (Paul and Barnabas continued to gain a hearing from Jews, and God-seeking Gentiles, through the synagogues. Some came to faith in Christ and moved towards becoming a new fellowship. The Jews who continued to reject Christ and live under the Law stirred up Gentile opposition and they were forced to move on. God used this persecution to spread the Gospel, as He had done in 8:1, 4; 11:19-21, and He showed His approval of the work of His servants by the growth of the new churches in joy, numbers, and maturity. The heathen had limited their thinking to superstitious legends about gods. God granted a striking miracle at Lystra, and Paul made use of this to point them to the one true God and Creator who loves them - the first step in leading heathen to an understanding of the Gospel. Throughout Acts it’s emphasised that God’s servants are merely human, not super-men, and that it is God who works the wonders, and transforms sinners into saints. Paul’s recovery from stoning would reassure Believers that God cared for His people and their needs, and was able to give help where that would be for the best. )

14:1-2 At ICONIUM Paul and Barnabas WENT BOTH TOGETHER/as usual- The Greek expression could mean they entered the synagogue together, as in KJV. Or, as in Niv, they followed their usual custom, as at Antioch. INTO THE.. SYNAGOGUE.. spoke so effectively THAT A GREAT MULTITUDE/number- It doesn’t say how many (perhaps dozens? hundreds?) but it was a significant number, or proportion of the hearers. OF JEWS, AND GREEKS/Gentiles- Greeks must mean Gentiles attending the synagogue, as no other group of Gentiles is mentioned. BELIEVED.

BUT THE UNBELIEVING JEWS who refused to believe- Apeitheo- As in 17:5; 19:9; Jn 3:36; Rom 2:8; 15:31; Heb 3:18; 1 Pet 2:7; 3:1; 4:17. Apeitheo is used in the LXX of rebellious unbelief and disobedience in Lev 26:15; Num 11:20; Deu 1:26; 9:7, 23, 24; 32:51; Isa 30:12. Unbelief and disobedience go together, just as obedience is the natural result of faith. Rejection of the Gospel involves both unbelief and disobedience. 

STIRRED UP THE GENTILES AND poisoned THEIR MINDS AGAINST THE BRETHREN/brothers- The Evangelists were disturbing the Jewish congregations, and as an established group within the local community they were able to enlist the support of the Non-Jewish citizens. 

14:3-4 Paul and Barnabas spent considerable time there- Probably several weeks. SPEAKING BOLDLY IN/for THE LORD- They knew opposition was building up and that in any rioting they were at a disadvantage as the Jewish religion had the approval of the state. But in spite of that they remained to establish those who believed. who GAVE TESTIMONY/ confirmed- Martureo- Witnessed effectively, and so proved that He had sent them. Cp 13:22; 15:8; 20:23.. THE WORD/message- Logos OF HIS GRACE- As in 13:43 the Gospel concerning His Grace, based on His Grace.

GRANTED/by enabling them to do miraculous SIGNS AND WONDERS- Cp 3:1-10. For an Apostle to say “Jesus Christ says you must repent and believe in Him to have sins forgiven and eternal life,” was much more convincing when he could also say “Jesus Christ says you are to get up and walk” – and that fact was demonstrated to be true, visibly, Mt 9:2-8. The signs and wonders were granted also as a witness to God’s loving kindness towards mankind, not just as a witness to His power. Cp 2:19, 22, 43; 4:16, 22, 30; 5:12; 6:8; 7:36; 8:6, 13; 2 Cor 12:12. 

THE MULTITUDE/people.. DIVIDED- That is throughout the city there were discussions and arguments about Paul and Barnabas - and the local people were divided for or against them. PART/some sided WITH THE JEWS, PART/others WITH THE APOSTLES- Apostolos from Apostello –to send as an official messengers and representative. Barnabas, as well as Paul, is called an Apostle, but that doesn’t mean he was an Apostle in the same sense as the twelve and Paul were. They were both sent by the Antioch church, 13:3, so both were “Apostles” of the Antioch church as some brothers were MESSENGERS/representatives- Apostolos of the churches in 2 Cor 8:23. 

14:5-7 AN ASSAULT MADE/a plot afoot- Horme- From Hormao- to rush. So a hasty decision or movement. OF/among THE GENTILES.. JEWS together WITH THEIR RULERS/leaders- Possibly the city rulers, but probably the rulers of the synagogue. TO mistreat them AND STONE THEM- Beat them up and throw stones at them and drive them out. 

THEY found out about IT.. FLED to LYSTRA- 18miles/29Km away. It was a Roman colony. Sometimes they fled, sometimes stood their ground. They had been set apart and sent by the Holy Spirit to work at His command, 13:2. When necessary God gave specific commands to flee, 22:18, or stay, 18:9-16. Often they must have accepted their responsibility as God’s sons to obey Him, Mt 10:16-23; 28:18-20, as they judged best. DERBE.. PREACHED/continued to preach THE GOSPEL/good news. 

14:8-10 At Lystra.. A MAN.. IMPOTENT/crippled- Adunatos- Powerless, without strength. IN HIS FEET.. NEVER WALKED- Like the cripple in 3:2. The reality of his handicap is stressed to show the reality of the miracle that cured him. HEARD/He listened to PAUL SPEAK/as he was speaking.
Paul STEADFASTLY BEHOLDING/looked directly at HIM AND PERCEIVING/saw THAT HE HAD FAITH– Faith that Paul had the power to heal him. Or Paul could see that he was welcoming the good news about Jesus in the Gospel and was prepared to trust and obey Christ. TO BE HEALED– Sozo- to be saved, or healed. Sozo was used of Physical healing, but more often in the NT it’s used of spiritual healing – salvation, being saved. He may have received salvation spiritually and physically as the helpless man did in Mk 2:3-12. 

SAID WITH A LOUD VOICE/called out- Paul spoke loudly and clearly so what happened was obvious to all around. STAND UPRIGHT/up ON your FEET- Stand up as a healthy man stands, free of all crippling. (Unlike 3:6 Jesus Christ wasn’t named, which makes the assumption by the local people that Paul and Barnabas were gods more sensible.) the man LEAPED/jumped up AND WALKED/began to walk- Jumped up and started walking around. Cp 3:8. The response was prompt, and the man walked without having to learn to walk, which must have been startling. 

14:1I-15 THE PEOPLE/crowd SAW.. SAYING/shouted IN THE SPEECH OF LYCAONIA/Lycaonian language- Inscriptions have been found at Derbe in that language, and in Latin, but not Greek. These people weren’t the upper class citizens of the Roman colony of Lystra, but ignorant, superstitious people. THE GODS ARE/have COME DOWN TO US IN human form- There was a local legend that the gods Zeus and Hermes had come down and been entertained by an elderly couple Philemon and Baucis, who were rewarded by being made priests of a temple of Zeus. THEY CALLED BARNABAS JUPITER/Zeus– The greatest of the “gods” was called Zeus by the Greeks so Barnabas may have been older and more dignified than Paul. KJV uses the Latin equivalent names, Jupiter and Mercurius/Mercury, because the Roman Catholic church had used them. they called PAUL MERCURIUS/Hermes– The spokesman for the “gods.” BECAUSE HE WAS THE CHIEF SPEAKER.

THE PRIEST OF JUPITER/Zeus, WHICH/whose temple WAS BEFORE THEIR/just outside the CITY- Propolis. Pro- Before. Polis- City. Propolis may also mean protector of the city. If Zeus was the special “god” of the city his priest would be a very important man – and would resent Paul and Barnabas when he found they weren’t gods. BROUGHT OXEN/bulls AND GARLANDS/wreaths- The animals to be sacrificed had wreaths of flowers put on them. WOULD HAVE DONE SACRIFICE/wanted to offer sacrifices to them- To kill an animal as a sacrifice in order to show worship to them, and use its meat for a feast in their honour. 

WHEN.. BARNABAS AND PAUL HEARD this THEY RENT/tore THEIR CLOTHES– To show deep distress, Gen 37:29, 34; Num 14:6; Josh 7:6; Jdg 11:35; 2 Sam 1:2, 11; 3:31; 13:31; Mt 26:65; Mk 14:63. That they were so upset at the idea of being worshipped would help the crowd to realise they weren’t gods. Whenever God’s servants are granted success in His work there is a danger that people will give the credit and glory to them, rather than to God. Some successful preachers are happy for their followers to praise, and almost worship them. They excuse this by saying that if people think I’m a wonderful preacher, God will get the benefit of the crowds that come to hear me. 

RAN IN AMONG/rushed out into THE PEOPLE/crowd CRYING OUT/shouting.. SIRS.. WE ARE only MEN OF LIKE PASSIONS WITH/human like YOU- Homoiopathes Of similar feelings, people who feel and act as you do. Cp Jas 5:17. Not God-men - ordinary men like yourselves. Christians live the Gospel as a demonstration of what God can do for ordinary people. What is special about us is what we are in Christ, Saints, set apart for fellowship with God by His Holy Spirit in us. 
AND PREACH UNTO/We are bringing YOU good news- Euaggelizo- Evangelise. telling you to TURN FROM- Epistrepho- To turn from, be converted This is one way of describing the new birth, from the human point of view. Luke uses it in 3:19; 9:35; 11:21; 15:19; 26:18; Lk 1:16-17. SUCH VANITIES/these worthless things- Mataios– Generally the word meant empty talk. But idols are called Mataios in the LXX Deu 32:21; 1 Sam 12:21; Ps 115:4-8; 135:15-18; Jer 14:22. Paul is emphasising the uselessness of idols, the empty folly of worshipping them. 

UNTO/to THE LIVING GOD- As in Isa 37:4; Jer 10:10; 6:26; Hos 1:10; 2 Cor 3:3; 6:16; 1 Tim 3:15. Paul and Barnabas weren’t gods, they were messengers sent by the only God and Creator. Paul had brought them the Gospel of the true God so they would no longer waste their time and efforts in trying to please non-existent gods. To turn them to worship the God who is real, and alive, not a lifeless statue that represented a foolish imaginary idea, Rom 1:21-23. 

WHICH MADE HEAVEN, EARTH.. SEA, AND ALL THINGS/everything in them- The Creator of the whole universe, 4:24; 17:24; Ex 20:11; Neh 9:6; Ps 146:6; Isa 37:16; Ps 145:6. This is the first recorded Gospel message spoken to people who had no knowledge of God or His Word. As with 17:22-31, it appeals to the witness of Creation/Nature to God. Rom 1:19; 2:14-16 record man’s negative and positive responses to this revelation. 

14:16-18 WHO IN the PAST SUFFERED/let ALL NATIONS WALK IN/go THEIR OWN WAYS/way– Hodos- A road, path, or way - in the sense of moral and religious customs. Cp 2:28; 19:9; Ps 1:1-6; 17:21; Lk 1:79. Note Former/now contrasts in 17:27-31; Pet 1:14-19. As in 17:30 Paul says that in the past they had been ignorant of God, and He overlooked their idolatry because of this ignorance. They had been left to worship as they had thought best. But now Salvation had been provided and the Gospel truth had come to them they must turn from idols to the living God, 1 Th 1:9.

HE has not LEFT HIMSELF WITHOUT WITNESS/testimony- God had not interfered in the lives of the Gentiles in the way He had interfered in the lives of His people Israel. But He had given them reasons for believing there was a God who was good to them and should be looked to – without His love and care they would have died of starvation. Cp 17:25. HE DID US GOOD/has showed kindness by giving US/you RAIN- In dry countries such as they lived in there was always enough sunshine. It was sufficient rain that was uncertain, so prayed for, and thanked for in their worship. 

FRUITFUL/crops in their SEASONS.. FILLING/and fills OUR/your HEARTS/heart WITH FOOD AND GLADNESS/joy- God created plants and trees to provide food for you at the harvest time, so that you can be happy. Cp Ps 67:4-7; 126:5-6. In every place where people live God has shown people He loves them by making it possible for them to have food and other things for which they could be thankful. We live in a natural world that is generally wisely ordered, reliable – it’s floods, droughts, etc which are unusual enough to be “News” - and which encourages mankind to live in a responsible way, enjoying themselves and being thankful. So Creation witnesses to us of our Creator.

WITH THESE SAYINGS/Even with these words- The Apostles said all this, but THEY had difficulty keeping THE PEOPLE/crowd from sacrificing UNTO/to THEM- We don’t know if any turned to the true God at once, but at least the Missionaries’ words cleared their minds of the error that they were themselves gods. This would make it possible for the hearers to understand the Gospel and respond to it – although the language barrier would be a hindrance. Those who were proud would resent the fact that men who they had wanted to worship as their gods in human form told them their ideas and their gods were worthless. This helps to explain their change of attitude. 

14:19-20 Then some JEWS came.. WHICH PERSUADED/and won THE PEOPLE/crowd over- The towns were 100 miles/160 Km apart, but they worked together – a monument in Antioch has been dug up which was built by the people of Lystra as a witness to the friendship between the cities. At first these ignorant-of-God and ignorant-of-Scripture people had wanted to worship the missionaries. They were now persuaded to believe they were deceivers, telling lies about God. For Jews, who claimed to worship the true God, to have stirred up the idol-worshippers to drive out the Gospel preachers who were urging them to turn to God, was a great sin.
 

They STONED PAUL- He had publicly performed the miracle of healing, and had been the chief preacher, 14:12. and dragged HIM- As Paul himself had dragged Believers out of their homes, 8:3. He was now suffering as the Lord had promised, 9:16, and being sustained in it. Cp 2 Cor 11:23-28; Gal 6:17; 2 Tim 3:11. They threw his body out of the city to show that they rejected him and his message. SUPPOSING/thinking HE was DEAD- It may seem strange to us that these people could want to worship them as gods one day and a few days later want to murder them. People, especially in crowds, are like that. 

   That Paul and Barnabas had refused to accept worship would have been taken as an insult. Their hurt pride would make them feel angry at having made fools of themselves. Godless people find humility and devotion to God an oddity beyond their understanding, and they are quick to slander it, 1 Pet 3:14-18. It would be easy for Satan, through his agents, to argue that people who acted like gods ought to be killed. (Stephen dying as a witness to Christ was granted a vision of the Lord in Glory, 7:54-56. Paul’s experience when he wasn’t sure whether he was alive or dead, 2 Cor 12:2, may have happened at this time.)

HOWBEIT AS/But after THE DISCIPLES STOOD ROUND/had gathered around HIM- Timothy may have been one of them, 2 Tim 3:10-11. HE ROSE/got UP AND CAME/went back INTO THE CITY- This was a miracle. Luke hasn’t said that Paul had been dead, but certainly those determined to kill him were sure he was dead. Only by a miracle could he have been able to get up and walk back into the city – not needing to be carried – but shielded from sight by being surrounded by converts to the Gospel who were now disciples of the Lord. They made no attempt to act against those leading the assault on Paul. Cp the Lord’s words in Mt 5:39-45; 10:23.

THE NEXT DAY.. left for DERBE- We’re not told whether Paul was able to stride along in full health and strength, or limped along feebly supported by others, but certainly he showed he was determined to carry on with the work God had given him, 13:2. And His heart attitude is shown in 2 Cor 11:23-12:10. He was willing to receive and use exaltation or humiliation, just as the Lord might choose. At Derbe they had reached the frontier of Galatia, and from there they returned to the other Galatian cities. 

14:21-28 They Consolidate the work & Report back to Antioch.

(Human wisdom would say that these cities had driven them out, so it was foolish to go back and risk being killed. False piety would say that God could look after the young Christians and fledgling churches. Paul shows the concern for their well-being that good parents would show for their children. And that concern echoes God's love, and is His will for His servants. Paul doesn’t return in triumph to confound his opponents with superior wonders. He and Barnabas stand with the converts as fellow-children of God, encouraging them from their own experience that God will always show grace to them, by sustaining them in suffering, and occasionally delivering them by miracle. 

God won’t always send them missionaries, but He is in them, working in and among them, raising up leadership and loyalty. The elders God the Spirit has raised up, 20:28, are pointed out by Paul and Barnabas, and recognised by the local Believers. These elders will lead them in carrying on the Lord’s work in direct dependence on Him, 2 Cor 1:21-24. This sets out God’s pattern for missionary work. He wants self-governing, self-sustaining, self-propagating churches, living and witnessing within the local culture, and that should still be our aim.) 

14:21-22 WHEN THEY HAD PREACHED THE GOSPEL/good news.. AND HAD TAUGHT MANY/won a large number- Including Gaius, 20:4. of disciples- Matheteuo Caused to become disciples, as the Lord commanded in Mt 28:19.

THEY RETURNED TO LYSTRA, ICONIUM AND ANTIOCH- The winter rains and snow would soon make travel difficult. They didn’t take the shorter way home through Tarsus. Returning through Lystra etc they could strengthen the young churches who would be facing opposition. CONFIRMING THE SOULS OF/Strengthening THE DISCIPLES- Answering their questions about the Gospel truths, and the way they should live their new life. And helping them to get a better understanding of the spiritual blessing they had begun to enjoy, 13:52, so that they could live in trustful obedient fellowship with the Lord, Gal 2:20. They did this in each Assembly as they retraced their steps, exercising pastoral care now, as the pioneering evangelism had achieved God’s purpose – established independent-of-man, dependent-on-God churches. Pioneer evangelism and pastoral care must be balanced. As the world thinks in terms of human leaders, when it has driven them out it thinks it has triumphed. But the real work is done by the Lord Himself and now there was a circle of Believers indwelt and empowered by the Spirit. God’s servants could now arrive quietly, be given lodgings and an opportunity to teach and encourage the Believers without being seen at the synagogue, or preaching in the streets. The strengthened churches could bear the burden of witness, and be added to as the Lord, by His Spirit directed and enabled, 1:8; 2:47; 5:14; 13:48-49. And later, one young man would be sent out as a missionary, 16:1-5. 

EXHORTING/encouraging THEM TO CONTINUE IN/remain true to THE FAITH- The faith, the body of Christian doctrine, the Gospel truth, as in 6:7; 13:8; Jude 3. Encouraged them to be more secure in their knowledge of God’s Gospel truth, and their confident, obedient trust in Jesus their Saviour and Lord, so that they would be faithful to Him and His Word. Salvation is by grace, received by those who believe and accept it, but it’s also a permanent reality to be continued in, Jn 8:31. (Unless a person is truly “in the faith” he can’t continue in it. Unless he continues in it, he isn’t in it!) Continuing in faith isn’t a condition of being justified, but it’s the natural outcome, obligation, and necessary evidence of being a genuine Believer, 2 Pet 1:1-15, etc.

WE MUST go THROUGH MUCH TRIBULATION/many hardships to ENTER THE KINGDOM OF GOD- The Lord had warned that an easy life was impossible for His disciples, Lk 14:26-33. Persecution and loss were common experiences of those who already belonged to the eternal, joyful, righteous kingdom of God and were on their way towards it, Phil 3:20-21. They had seen Paul and Barnabas suffering in order to bring the Gospel to them, and they had become Christ’s disciples, and must expect to suffer as their Lord had done, Jn 15:18-21. 

   Acts records the triumph of the Gospel, and the great joy that springs up wherever it’s preached and obeyed, 5:41; 8:8, 39; 13:52; 15:3; 20:23. Cp Rom 8:16-19; Mt 28:9; Jn 16:33; Rom 8:17, 35; 12:12; 2 Cor 1:4; 7:4; Col 1:24; 1 Th 1:6; 3:3; 2 Tim 2:11; 1 Pet 1:6. But it also shows that we can’t enjoy God’s ruling over us, and be part of His glorious rule and sphere, and in fellowship with Christ crucified, without suffering at times, 5:40-41; 7:54-8:3; 9:23-25; 12:1-4; 16:22-24; 17:5-9; 19:23-34; 20:23; 21:27-22:25; 23:12-15. Cp Jn 16:33; 2 Cor 6:4-9; 11:16-33; Phil 1:28-30; 1 Th 3:3; 2 Th 1:4-6; 2 Tim 3:12; 1 Jn 3:13. When Paul tried to keep the Law he was free of tribulation – he did the persecuting. When he received salvation, he had life in Christ crucified, and that life involved much tribulation, 9:16; 2 Cor 11:23-29, as well as much joy. The Gospel truth is that forgiveness, justification, acceptance with God, and eternal life are free gifts, but those who receive them may find them costly.

Paul uses Cheirotoneo for the appointment of a brother as a representative of the churches, 2 Cor 8:19. (The word has nothing to do with the laying on of hands- Epitithemi Cheir, 6:6; 13:3, etc.) The Apostles didn’t make these men elders. As Paul said to the elders- Presbuteros from Ephesus, 20:28, the Holy Spirit had made them overseers- Episkopos of God’s flock, the church at Ephesus, and they must shepherd and feed them. Cp 1 Pet 5:1-2, Only God can give the gift and heart-love needed for such work, and invisibly make men Elders-Overseers, but it should soon become visible. When these churches were revisited the Holy Spirit had had time to show who He had gifted and convicted for this work. 

ELDERS- Presbuteros- An older man, a mature and responsible leader. NT churches had such elders, 11:30; 15:2, 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18; 1 Tim 5:17-20; Jas 5:14; 1 Pet 5:1-2. They were godly mature men who exercised spiritual leadership in a local church. They were also called Overseers- Episkopos (“Bishops” in the KJV) as their work was overseeing- Episkopeo, as in 1 Pet 5:2.
 

for them IN EVERY/each CHURCH- Ekklesia- Called out company. Believers in the Lord Jesus He had called out to Him from the world, Mt 16:18. Whether local groups of Believers call themselves Assemblies or Churches, they need elders - and God in His Word gives us guidance about this. Cp Rom 12:8; 1 Cor 6:5; 12:28; 1 Tim 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9; Heb 13:7-8. 

PRAYED WITH prayer and FASTING THEY COMMENDED/committed- Paratithemi- To entrust something valuable to someone for safekeeping, 20:32; LXX Lev 6:4; Ps 31:5; Lk 12:48; 23:46; 1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 2:2; 1 Pet 4:19. Their concern that this should be a reality was shown by praying and fasting together – spending time together in the Lord’s presence undistracted by meal-breaks. 

THEM TO THE LORD IN WHOM THEY HAD BELIEVED/put their trust– This emphasised that the Church, all the Believers, belonged to the Lord, and that the elders were responsible to the Lord to take good care of them, 20:17-30; 1 Pet 5:1-2. And that the church members were responsible to co-operate with them and help them in their work, 1 Th 5:12-24; Heb 13:7-9, 17. They were entrusted to the One in whom they had put their trust. The Lord was the Ruler of the Kingdom, the One they must trust and be faithful to, and the foundation on whom they were to stand firm.

14:24-26 AFTER going through PISIDIA.. PAMPHYLIA.. PREACHED THE WORD- As in 11:19; 16:6. IN PERGA.. WENT DOWN to ATTALIA- The best harbour on the coast of Pamphylia.. SAILED back TO ANTIOCH FROM WHENCE/where THEY HAD BEEN RECOMMENDED/committed TO THE GRACE- Charis- Meaning here the active love of God which enables Believers to do His will. And the protective care with which God watches over His people, especially His servants. OF GOD- The church at Antioch had handed them over to God, His purposes of grace and His gracious care. They knew and shared His grace and relied on Him and His grace to do all the work He wished them to do. FOR THE WORK.. now completed- The grace of God to which they had been handed over had enabled them to do the work He had set for them, 13:2-3.

14:27-28 WHEN THEY HAD COME/On arriving they GATHERED THE CHURCH- They had been leaders in the church, sent out by it, and now called the church together, to report to them. It was right and natural that Paul and Barnabas should return and tell them the ways in which God had answered their prayers of committal, 13:3. The Antioch church would have spent money in sending them out, so that would be another reason for reporting back. And it would be joyful fellowship for all concerned as they talked of what God had achieved. 

It’s God’s work, He directs it, 13:2, and His servants are responsible to Him, 1 Cor 4:1-5. But Christians have responsibilities towards one another, and God’s servants need to report what God is doing/they are doing to those who sent and support them. It’s impossible to separate responsibilities to God, and responsibilities towards His people. Paul and Barnabas have been the Lord’s active and obedient servants, but also the active and obedient servants of His church at Antioch, and all that they had done had been done in fellowship with them. 
THEY REHEARSED/reported ALL THAT GOD HAD DONE WITH/through THEM- What God had done as they obeyed Him, fellowshipped with Him in His work. What God had done in union with them, through them, along with them as a result of His purposes, commands, and their obedience. This modest, realistic view of their work is a challenge to us to set our hearts to speak of God and of what God has done, so that we can encourage God’s people to see what He is doing, and join in with Him in it. 

What had been accomplished showed that God had been working with them. And showed also that HE HAD OPENED THE DOOR- As in Lk 13:24; Jn 10:7, 9; Rev 3:8, 20. Cp 1 Cor 16:9; 2 Cor 2:12; Col 4:3. OF FAITH- Preaching the Gospel opened the door, and by trusting themselves to Christ those who heard the Gospel entered that door. Cp 13:8, 12, 39, 41, 48; 14:1, 22, 23. Note the formal statement of the Gospel in relation to Jew and Gentile, 15:9, 11. 

UNTO/to THE GENTILES- God had opened the door of faith for those who put their faith in Christ, and through that door Gentiles had entered into fellowship with God and His people. God had done this without the Gentiles being required to become Jews and enter through the door of circumcision and obedience to the OT Law. As a result of their bringing the Gospel to this region Gentiles had been converted to faith in Christ, 15:3, and established in churches with them and converted Jews, functioning in the Holy Spirit in direct dependence on Christ.
 

THERE THEY stayed a LONG TIME- Literally No little time. Luke uses similar negative wording to make strong positive statements in 12:18; 14:17; 15:2; 17:4, 12; 21:39. WITH THE DISCIPLES- They settled down happily to work with the Home church for some months, or perhaps more than a year. The incident of Gal 2:11-14 may have taken place at this time. The events of chapter 15 may have been a brief interruption in that stay. 

Appendix 

  Missionary Strategy 

It’s thrilling to see how God the Holy Spirit took up and used a wide variety of Believers to make a good start at evangelising the world, 1:8. He had begun by using personal evangelism incidental to the ordinary life, including misfortunes, of ordinary believers, 11:19-21. This is God’s basic method, for all Christians in all circumstances, in all ages. But God also raises up people to whom He has given special gifts, and when they have proved their competence and faithfulness in a local church, He may send them into new areas to spread the Gospel, 13:1-3. They go out in fellowship with established churches, who support them in prayer, and in other ways, and they report back to them what the Lord has done. So both in their going and their returning God’s people are encouraged to witness, and built up in Christ. They may take with them younger men such as Mark and Timothy, who are able to help the older, busy men, and gain experience and training in the Lord’s fellowship and service. In the joys and sorrows, triumphs and disappointments, easy times and hard times, learning to trust and obey their Master. 

Some have said the strategy was to visit the large centres of population from which churches could be established and reach out into the countryside. This is true, but the program was worked out in heaven by the Holy Spirit, not by a board of governors in Jerusalem or Antioch. Philip was sent from Samaria to the wilderness. Paul and Barnabas went to isolated small towns like Derbe and Berea, with good results. We may benefit from rational analysis of NT strategy, but the great lesson from Acts is the need to be godly, live sacrificially, and trust and obey God in Christ in dependence on the Holy Spirit. And the churches they established didn’t depend on the eloquence, display of giftedness of the preachers, 1 Cor 1:29-2:5, but on the proclamation of Christ crucified in the preaching and in the lives of the preachers. 

And the prosperity and persistence of the church congregations was provided for, not by an organisation, constitution, provision of finance etc. Each was faced with their responsibility to God, and God’s Word and Gospel, and taught to function in trustful, faithful dependence on Him under local leadership 14:22-23; 20:20, etc. And warned not to accept any leader but Christ, 1 Cor 1:10-25. In the bitter disappointment of seeing men preach with a desire to frustrate his purposes, Paul could rejoice and rely on the Lord, Phil 1:16-18. And even when whole churches he loved turned against him, 2 Tim 1:15 he could continue to pray for them and trust the Lord to build them up. Cp Samuel, 1 Sam 12:23-25. God’s servants might support themselves, 18:3; 20:34, or be supported by gifts from established churches and individuals, Phil 4:10; 2 Cor 11:9. Although God’s servants were commended by/ supported by local churches, and reported back to them, they were not controlled by them, And when a team found they could not continue to work together, they formed new teams, 15:31-40.
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� The food laws and laws against idolatry, witchcraft, sexual immorality, commercial exploitation of the poor by the rich, etc helped to establish in the minds of His people that there were things that were clean – acceptable to God, and things that were unclean – not acceptable to God. And that Israel was set apart from the rest of the world in order to belong to God and have fellowship with Him, Ex 19:5-6; Lev 18:24-28; 20:25-26; Num 23:9. As our modern world is more concerned with physical health than with moral and spiritual health it likes to view the food laws as being concerned with hygiene. There were health gains through keeping the food and cleanliness laws, but when our Lord declared all foods clean, Mk 7:19, it was still as dangerous to eat pork as it had been in the time of Moses. 








� The Great Commission Mt 28:18-20 was to preach, baptise and teach. This requires us to take the initiative in doing this and rely on God to back us up. We’re not to take the initiative in offering healing as we have not been commanded to heal. But God is always free to act, and may direct His servants such as Peter, Paul, and Philip. Mk 16:15-18 said These things will follow.. and Acts records that they did. Heb 2:2 explains that God acted when He chose, so as to confirm His approval of the message preached.





� When the Synagogue at Aphrodisias was excavated an inscription from about 210 AD was found listing donors to the welfare fund. 54 were “God-fearers” 9 of them city councilors. A similar list was found in the synagogue at Dura Europas. There are many references to “God-fearers” in ancient writings. Biblical Archaeological Review 1986 No 5,  pages 56-63.





� Jonah/Jonas was sent on a mission to Gentiles, but that was under the Law, and he took ship from Joppa, because he knew God was compassionate. And even when he went and was successful he objected to the mercy God showed to condemned sinners, Mk 12:41. Soon Simon son of Jonas, Jn 21:15, would be sent from Joppa to take the Gospel to Gentiles, and would rejoice in their response to God’s mercy.





� If it seems strange to you that the Believers’ concern to lead holy lives could be a barrier to the spread of the Gospel and the building of God’s church, stop and think. I have known people who said that a woman not wearing a hat, or a man who had been smoking tobacco should not be allowed into a Gospel meeting. Or that modern translations of the Bible are not reverent, so even the poorest reader must be made to read KJV, or nothing.


Peter entering the house of Cornelius was a break through the wall of separation, but it didn’t mean that God now abandoned the separation of His people to Himself/from the godless world. The world was still corrupt and evil, but a new, true holiness had been granted to those who responded to the gospel in faith. 





� Beware of the heresy taught by the RC’s and other inclusive churches – that the sheet is the church, and God intended to have all sorts of people, saved or unsaved within the church! This ignores the fact that God is talking about those who He has cleansed, not those who priests have christened as babies!





� The Holy Spirit moves where He wills, and who He wills, and those who respond produce works of faith pleasing to God, before they come to that faith in Christ that enables them to be born of the Spirit and indwelt by Him. The good works of Cornelius were a preparation for justification, but not works that earned it. Justification is only by faith in Christ, Rom 3:28; 5:1-2; Gal 3:24-25. Cornelius was living as he did by laying hold in faith, Heb 11:6, on what he knew of God. There is no Salvation for anyone outside of Christ, 4:12, but as with Cornelius, we can expect God to bring to such people whatever knowledge of Christ they may need for their salvation. God’s sending Peter, and the Gospel Peter brought to him, and the granting of the Spirit, and new birth into life in Christ were free gifts of God’s grace. Good works can be a barrier of self-righteousness by which people like the Pharisees wall themselves off from God, and any need of the gift of forgiveness and life – salvation.





� Time and time again when God has blessed people, their leaders have become proud, and slandered each other with accusations of wrong doctrine, or unbiblical practice, and God’s work of grace is shattered in division. The quarrels of Luther and Zwingli, Wesley and Whitfield, were bad enough, but those of Darby, Newton, Mueller, Stuart, Kelly, Grant, Newberry etc were disgraceful. That they fought with the professed intention of defending the Lord’s honour, and maintaining the unity of His body, the church, should be taken as a solemn warning to those of us who are committed to being “New Testament Churches.” 


That sort of thing still happens. A faction in a church see something as being more important than the general witness and worship of the congregation. They take verses of Scripture and statements of doctrine or practice which they uses as slogans, and claim to be “vital truth” which they cheerfully contend for, while ignoring the Lord’s rule that truth must be spoken in love, or it is worthless, 1 Cor 13:1-5; Eph 4:11-16, 31-5:2; Col 3:9-17; 2 Tim 2:23-26. We are commanded to Contend for the Faith, Jude 3, but also commanded to submit our ideas about how God must be honoured, to the ideas others have about what is honouring to God, so as to avoid wrangling, Phil 2:1-16. Cp Rom 14:1-15:13: Heb 12:14-15. This requires us to be deeply concerned about doctrines and practices, and commit them to the Lord in faith that He will defend His own honour, 2 Cor 10:3-5. See also Ps 127 and Ps 133. In our self-righteous earnestness we can be blind to these truths. I remember a brother who excused his endless quarrelling by insisting from the pulpit that Jas 3:16 says God requires purity of doctrine before peaceableness. And that therefore he must attack the teaching of anyone who had different ideas from his about the meaning of any verse of Scripture. He ignored the message of Jas 3:1-4:7. To be honest, I must confess that I have at times been distressed and spoken in anger, and been condemned by Jas 1:17-22. Anger and distress about God’s things never seemed to me to warrant being called “filthiness,” until I realised that they are linked with half of the “works of the flesh” listed in Gal 5:19-21.


� The careful, systematic repetition of the details of the experience of Peter and Cornelius shows that this was a very important event in the history of the church. God’s action established for all time that Gentiles who believe in Christ are full members of His church with equal standing alongside the Jews who believe. Gentile Christianity began with their “parallel Pentecost”, that placed on them no further requirements, such as circumcision or Law-keeping – simply baptism in the name of Jesus, as for Jews, Acts 2:38. 





� God grants great blessings on the witness of gifted Godly workers like Peter, Stephen and Phillip. But God also used ordinary people like us - one talent servants, Mt 25:14-15 - to establish the great missionary church of Antioch. Cp 1 Cor 1:22-31 McDonald quotes F.B. Meyer as saying: If every little group of Believers has a paid pastor to care for them… the world will never be evangelised. Gifted leaders can be a great blessing, but unless every Believer is concerned to do the will of God in witness and worship, and has freedom to develop his gifts in meeting the needs, those gifts are likely to remain unused, and useless. 





� Their enemies may have coined the expression as a sneer, but as they were rejoicing in Christ and His salvation we would expect them to be happy to accept the name. But we have no record of Christians using the name for themselves until the 2nd century. Elsewhere in the NT it is their enemies who use the word, 26:28; 1 Pet 4:16. Their generosity to the Jerusalem poor, and willingness to send out Saul and Barnabas showed that they did indeed belong to Christ. 





� Christ Himself is the only foundation of His Church, 1 Cor 3:10-12, but to make Him known so that people could build on Him, He chose Apostles and Prophets, Eph 2:20. Cp 1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11. He provided 12 Apostles, men who had been His faithful disciples, 1:21-22, to pass on the record of His life and teachings in an accurate, authoritative form. And Prophets, Godly men empowered by the Spirit, through whom He continued to reveal those truths which His Apostles had not been able to receive while He was physically present with them, Jn 16:12-16. 


The risen Christ revealed Himself to Paul, and made him an Apostle, although he had never been a disciple of Jesus of Nazareth. He also made Paul a prophet and through him revealed the “mystery” - previously unrevealed truths - of the nature of the Church, as God’s people in the world for the period when Israel had set itself aside from God’s purposes by rejecting its Messiah, Rom 11:24-32; 16:24-27; 1 Cor 2:6-10; 15:50-58; Eph 1:3-14; 2:8-3:9; 5:32; 6:19; Col 1:25-2:3; 4:3. (For other “mysteries” see Mk 4:11; 2 Th 2:7; 1 Tim 3:9: 16; Rev 1:20; 10:7; 17:5-7.)  





� The church was settling down to face a long-term future. The first rush of selling off property to feed the poor couldn’t continue. Men like Barnabas could sell their land only once, 4:36-37. The pooling of resources, where all Believers could know each other and needs, 2:44-47; 4:32-37; 5:1-11, was no longer sensible in an increasingly large and widely scattered fellowship. Help must be sent through known, responsible channels. (Some suggest that if the famine was universal it would have been impossible for any church to help other churches. But Jerusalem was a city dependent on religion and religious charity. If famine raised the price of food, those who were well provided for would give help to local poor, but wouldn’t be able to spare the money needed to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and give to the poor there. A special effort would be needed.) 





� So far Luke has mentioned elders only for those in the Jewish community, 4:5; 8, 23: 6:12, Lk 7:3; 9:22; 20:1; 22:52. but now he uses it for leaders in the Christian community, and in 14:23; 15:2; 4, 6, 22, 23; 16:4; 20:17; 21:18. That he mentions casually that the affairs of the Jerusalem church were in the hands of elders, suggests it was a natural development – synagogues had long been ruled by elders - and that the Holy Spirit had provided for the church in the same way. It may be that this was the occasion when Saul and the Jerusalem church discussed the role of Peter and Paul as Apostles, and the need for welfare assistance for the Jerusalem poor as recorded in Gal 2:10. 





� That the Jewish rulers who had crucified Christ persecuted Christians for their “heresy” sets an example that all Christians should reject with horror. We must confess with shame that the disgrace of persecution and killing – in the name of Christ - Jews, Christians, Moslems etc by so-called “Christian” authorities is totally inexcusable. For the Gospel to win converts from all sorts of people it must be spread in ways that are free from racist, cultural, sectarian and political prejudices. Christian holiness depends on fellowship with God by our walking in the Spirit who indwells us. God the Holy Spirit is the one who keeps the Church uncorrupted, not our self-righteous attempts at identifying and pulling out the Tares, Mt 13:24-30. False prophets and false teachers were silenced in the NT church, and if they persisted expelled, but there is no suggestion that they be persecuted or killed 





� Some Jews believed that each person had a spiritual counterpart that could appear for them whether they were alive or dead - a sort of guardian angel, as in Tobit. Many Christians believe this was who they thought was knocking at the door. But in Ex 14:19 the “angel” was God Himself. And presumably it was God in Gen 48:16. 





� To be recognised as a God-King was a common ambition at the time. Ever since Adam and Eve grasped at the offer of being like God, Gen 3:5, man has shown his heart rebellion by wishing to be his own God, the centre of his own universe. This will be seen in its fullness in Anti-Christ, the Man of Sin, 2 Th 2:4. 





� The Lord Jesus is called Didaskalos often from Mt 8:19 to Jn 20:18, as Paul is in 1 Tim 2:7; 2:Tim 1:11. In 1 Cor 12:28-29. Teachers are listed third after the gift of Apostles and Prophets. See also Eph 4:11; 2 Tim 4:3; Heb 5:12; Jas 3:1. Didasko– Teaching, is used in 1:1; Cp 4:2, 18; 5:21, 25, 28, 42; 11:26; 15:35; 18:11; 20:20; 28:31; Mt 28:20; Eph 4:21, etc. 





� The only other use of Leitourgeo in the NT is Rom 15:27 of providing material needs. This reminds us that the true service of God and of man are inseparable. Anything done for God that doesn’t aim at blessing for man, and anything done for anyone that doesn’t help his being blessed of God, is unworthy of the child of God. Leitourgos– Minister is used in Rom 13:6; 15:16; Phil 2:25; Heb 1:7; 8:2. Leitourgia– Ministry, is used in Lk 1:23; 2 Cor 9:12; Phil 2:17, 30; Heb 8:6; 9:21. 





� Pious Jews fasted two days a week, and were proud of it. Mt 6:16-18 assumes that Christians may choose to fast at times, but if they do so it must not be a formal thing that others can notice. The only Fast God set in the OT was Atonement Day, and until the truth of Gal 3:25 was realised some Jewish Christians fasted on that day, Rom 14:5, and perhaps on the Jewish weekly fast days. Fasting and asceticism is at the core of Eastern religion, and this idea that satisfying normal desires of life was evil corrupted the professing church, in spite of 2 Tim 4:1-4,. 





� Fasting, prayer, laying on of hands, are three aspects of commendation. Prayer reminds us that it must not be just a rational action of human wisdom. Fasting suggests that self-denial, sacrifice, etc is involved. Commendation must never be viewed as a casual, costless thing. The laying on of hands – on their heads or shoulders, in their culture, shaking hands in mine, reminds us that it requires personal involvement, identification, fellowship, responsibility.  See notes on 6:6; 8:17-19; 9:17, in Booklet 2.





� Luke may have used the name Saul until now because he wished to show that Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles grew out of orthodox Jewish life and religion. From now on he is always called Paul, maybe from his success in preaching to Paulus, or because a Roman name would be helpful when witnessing in the Gentile world. Also Saul had been his name as a Pharisee opposed to Christ. He now takes up his new name and calling, that of a small man who God in His grace uses greatly. Cp 2 Cor 10:10; 12:8-10.





� Like Agrippa he may have admitted that Paul had made a good case for the Gospel, but it was hard for a Roman ruler to submit to Christ, 26:28. Cp Felix, 24:25. As a Governor he was required to lead in the state religion, the worship of the Emperor as God saying “Caesar is Lord!” Like Simon, 8:13, he may have “believed” the Gospel without commitment and being born again. Or perhaps his faith was at first like that of Naaman, 2 Ki 5:18, and he continued loyal to the Lord in the position where he was when the Lord called him, and remained there until loyalty to Christ meant he had to resign, as God commands in 1 Cor 7:20-24. 





� Mark was young and his enthusiasm may have waned, and he became homesick. He may have felt he was little use in working among Gentiles, not liked what was happening, or resented Barnabas falling into second place, Col 4:10, etc. God is very patient with all His servants in their weakness, Ps 103:13-14. We have good reason to be thankful for that, and be slow to criticise John Mark or any other servant of the Lord.





� Where Aramaic was spoken the Scripture was read in Hebrew and expounded in Aramaic. In Greek speaking areas the LXX was used for the readings. The readings from the prophets were often chosen to fit the theme of the Law reading. The sermon was usually linked with what had been read from the Law and the Prophets – possibly they had been Deu 4:25-46; 1 Sam 13:14; 2 Sam 7:6-16. 





� Of course the promises on which their selfish interest were centred - His Deliverance of Israel, and material blessings of His righteous reign on earth – have yet to be fulfilled. But, their fulfilment in the physical world will be based on the Spiritual triumph of the Cross and resurrection. The outworking of the finished work of Calvary.


(That they failed to recognise that Jesus was the promised Messiah, in spite of often hearing the promises read, no longer surprises me. Some years ago a Believer who had been an active member of the Exclusive Brethren church joined a local “open” assembly. He told me that when a missionary read Mt 28:18-20 the words seemed totally new to him. He said he must have read the whole of that chapter many times privately and publicly over a long period of time, so believed the fact that they were doing nothing about evangelising the world meant that he had always been blind to those words. I take this as a warning. Unless you and I obey what we read, God will not use it to speak to us.)





� Our human minds want a neat statement of truth that we can master, but the things of God are vast and glorious beyond the scope of human minds to classify. So think, pray, meditate on Ps 2:7, and instead of fretting and fussing over details of meaning, wonder and worship. His birth at Bethlehem, His Baptism, Death and Resurrection, and Exaltation to Glory, Rom 1:4. Phil 2:1-11; Heb 5:5; empowering His Gospel and Church, 2:32-33, to bring us sonship and keep us in fellowship with God - these are all elements in His being “Raised up” as God’s “Firstborn Son,” representative Man, Heb 2:6-12, through whom God offers Sonship to all of sinful mankind. Cp Jn 1:12-13; 3:2-16; Rom 8:1-16, 21, 29; Gal 3:14; Col 1:26-28; 2:6-12; Heb 1:6; 2:10-18. 





� Originally to be Justified meant to be declared innocent of the charges brought against a person. In Scripture Justification is the act of God by which He declares righteous, and makes righteous, sinners who receive Jesus as their Saviour. That requires our past to be forgiven, righteously and our past unrighteousness blotted out. Christ took our sins, and triumphed over them, 1 Pet 2:24, and we take His righteousness. Our debt to God - our failure to do His will - is absorbed and disappears in the ocean of the righteousness granted to us in union with Christ, 2 Cor 5:21. Because of Christ’s identification with us, God, who is Righteous, and can’t tolerate sin in any form, Gen 18:25; Hab 1:13, legally declares that we are righteous, Rom 3:26. As in Gen 1:3 His declaration is creative, and makes us what He says we are, and commits us to living that way, and makes us capable of living righteously in fellowship with God. 


God at Pentecost granted His Spirit to those who put their trust in Christ. And when that happens Believers are given a Spirit-born nature of, and from Christ. We’re born again, born of God, Christ is in us, and we are in Christ, and so we are made righteous and acceptable to God. And we live that way as we let the Holy Spirit control us, and display Christ’s life in our lives, Jn 1:12; 3:2-7; Rom 5:19; 8:1-17; 1 Cor 1:30; Gal 2:20; 5:13-25; Eph 1:6; Phil 2:1-16; 2 Pet 1:1-15, etc. We as God’s children dare not regard lightly the sins for which we claim forgiveness and cleansing in Christ, for those to whom that promise is made are those who walk in the Light. And our Advocate is the Righteous One who, as the atoning sacrifice, suffered the consequences of every sin, 1 Jn 1:5-2:2.





� Righteousness has always been essential for fellowship with God, Ex 23:7; Deu 25:1; 1 Sam 12:7; Ps 2:9 50:4; Isa 53:11. The sacrifices of animals for sin, commanded by the Law, enabled a man to continue to have fellowship with God, but were like a cheque drawn on the bank of forgiveness in Christ provided by His death as the Lamb of God, Jn 1:29. Only through the death of Christ, and our faith in Him, can sins be forgiven and finally disposed of. Cp Heb 9:6-14; 10:1-14. For the contrast between Law-righteousness and Grace-Faith righteousness see Rom 2:13; 3:23-26; 4:2-5; 5:1, 9; 8:1-4, 30-33; Gal 2:16; 3:11, 24. 





� In Habakkuk’s time Israel was proud of being God’s people, and refused to believe that He was sending the Babylonians to conquer them as a punishment for their persistent sin. In Paul’s time the Jewish nation refused to believe that their Rejection of Jesus Christ would bring destruction upon Jerusalem. It is the proud, religious, self-righteous people who most resent the Gospel of the Grace of God, Mt 21:28-32; Lk 7:29-30, and no doubt Paul gave this warning because he could see that some were resenting the Gospel. 





� It’s easy to recognise their sin of jealousy, but we need to ask ourselves whether we would sooner hear of failures, or successes, in the preaching efforts of those who disagree with us in doctrine or practice. Or, are we like Paul in Phil 1:18. It’s hard when we see children or adults we have taught carefully and prayerfully, leave us and flourish, and perhaps become leaders in the enthusiasm of some less Bible-obeying group. These Jews must have felt like that. They had won a hearing for the Law of Moses from Gentiles, and patiently taught them about God, without winning commitment from the men to whom circumcision and keeping food laws was a serious barrier. If these Jewish Synagogue leaders had been humble enough to accept their crucified Messiah they would have had great joy in the Lord, His Gospel, and His church, and been leaders in it. They refused. The refreshing river of God’s gracious work was now flowing in a new channel, and they cut themselves off from it, becoming a stagnant backwater of mechanical religion, lacking the joy and power of the Holy Spirit. Can a Christian movement of God become like that? May the Lord have mercy on us, and keep us from doing so. 





� We must believe in and freely proclaim both God’s election and human responsibility - any contradiction is in the human mind, not in the mind of God. We must urge everyone to accept Him, and no one can know He is one of the elect until he accepts and comes to know Christ. If he is then inclined to be proud of it, he must be reminded that it’s by God’s grace alone that provision was made in Christ, and by God’s grace alone that he accepted Christ. Faith is not a work that earns salvation, it’s a grace granted by God that enables us to be saved, Eph 2:8. The truth of this verse must be set alongside the equally plain statement of 10:35 where the truth of Salvation is looked at from a different angle. In neither place is anything said about the work of the Holy Spirit which is also necessary for Salvation, Jn 3:2-7; Rom 8:9. It is very dangerous for anyone to take lightly any inclination they have towards Christ and the Gospel, as refusal to walk in the light given them may mean the withdrawal of the light forever. 13:40-41; Prov 29:1; Heb 6:4-8; 10:25-39, etc. 





� To Jews, and Bible-taught Gentiles, the Gospel began with Jesus the promised Messiah/Christ, the Son of God. But before Bible-ignorant Gentiles could understand the Gospel they must know that there is only ONE God, Deu 6:4. They could not begin to understand about the incarnation, atoning death and resurrection of Christ while they thought the Gospel was about something done by one of many gods, 17:18. Creation witnesses to us of God’s goodness and loving concern for us. God’s care had been shown by His providing for all men what was needed for physical life. Now at the right time His care had blossomed into the provision and proclamation of spiritual life to people in every place. 


In contrast to the Pharisee view of the Gentiles, God’s servants speak of His love for them, which has now found a way to bring them from ignorance to blessing. The lame man, presumably a Gentile, is healed because He has faith, as in, Lk 7:2-10. The pagan crowd were superstitious and misguided, but they did recognise a God-given miracle, and wished to respond rightly. It was also a parable – that God healed a physical defect spoke of His power and willingness to heal spiritual defects. The physical salvation being granted to the lame man demonstrated the spiritual Salvation offered in the Gospel. 





� At first I couldn’t imagine any Christian being so wicked, but would we discourage a godless neighbour from going to hear a Pentecostal or S.D.A. preacher? Or would we trust God to use His word – even if distorted by the preacher - as Paul trusted, Phil 1:15-18? The “flesh” remains in all of us, and it moves us to defend our doctrines and practices by discouraging people’s enthusiasm for Christian Preachers who differ from us – even Assembly Preachers who are less, or more, conservative than ourselves. When Billy Graham first came to preach in our town I hesitated before asking the godless parents of Sunday School children to go and hear the Gospel as if they went forward for counselling they would be told to go to the church they had been reared in. I had to trust God and risk losing the children from our Sunday School.





� In Num 11:16 God told Moses to appoint as Elders- Presbuteros in LXX, 70 men who he knew were already doing the work of Elders. As I understand it the members of each church would have been involved in the provision of their Elders, and taught how to recognise which men God had raised up to lead them. In 1:23-26 the 120 were involved in the appointment of the 12th Apostle. They were told the necessary requirements, and the congregation checked to find out which men met the requirements. Then the “lot” was used to get God’s decision between two equally qualified men. And in 6:1-6 the Apostles explained what sort of people were needed and asked the church congregation to select them. Those chosen by the church members were brought to the Apostles, who confirmed their appointment. 


So here Paul and Barnabas could help the congregation to identify those who were already sacrificially caring for others and leading them to know and obey God’s revealed will. Who these were would have become obvious to those who had benefitted from their helpful leadership. Then Paul and Barnabas would confirm their choices – appointing them by pointing to them. Paul later wrote out guidance to Timothy and Titus about the pointing out/appointing elders, 1 Tim 3:1-13; Titus 1:5-9, and that sets the standard for all who desire eldership. Paul wasn’t able to revisit Thessalonica but when that church was only a few months old he expected them to be able to recognise those God had raised up as leaders, and acknowledge them as leaders, 1 Th 5:12-13. After a short period of evangelising and teaching, congregations had formed, and leadership developed to the stage it could be given formal recognition. This demonstrates the effectiveness of the Holy Spirit’s work, where humble obedience to NT principles leaves Him free to work. But these weren’t raw heathen. God had used His OT Law, taught and obeyed in the synagogue, to do its work, Gal 3:22-24, and prepared a strong core of people ready to form His local churches. In spite of these advantages the large restless church at Corinth was slow to settle down under elders - Paul recommended some men as being suitable for leadership in 1 Cor 16:15-18. 


Jewish synagogues were under the care of Elders, and the Lord organised His church after that pattern. Those converts who had experienced life in a Jewish synagogue would have been familiar with the appointment and functioning of elders. Many years later Christendom organised itself under human leadership, ritual, etc after the OT Priest and Temple model, and Christ as Head of the church is still generally ignored. 


� At Caesarea, Peter had been commanded to use the Gospel Key to open the door to some Gentiles, 11:18, but this could have seemed a rare event on the fringe of Gospel witness. The preaching of Paul and Barnabas had offered salvation to all who believed in Christ – Jews, God-fearers, Heathen. That God through this had opened the Door to believing Gentiles was demonstrated by their responding to the invitation, entering and being blessed. Pharisees converted to Christ took it for granted that these must become Jews, as Gentile converts had always been made to do, 15:1. Their protests led to serious discussion as to the nature of that “door of faith”, and the requirements to be laid on those who wish to enter it. Progress in understanding these things is set out in the next chapter, but God used Paul’s letter to the Galatians, to give His final revelation and verdict. 






